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ONSOz

Bu kitap, Turkiye'nin en yiiksek dagdi olmasi sebebiyle gerek cografik ve turistik
anlamda gerekse de biyogesitlilik bakimindan 6n plana gikan Agri Dagdi'nin
kurbaga ve siriingenlerini yerli ve yabanci dogaseverlere ve konu ile ilgili
arastirmacilara tanitmak, bu vesile ile bdlgenin ekoturizm potansiyeline de
katkida bulunmak icin hazirlanmistir. Bu nedenle kitap Tiirkce ve Ingilizce
olarak yazilmigtir. Daha dnce Agri Dadi ve civarinda bilim insanlar tarafindan
gesitli arastirmalar yapilmis olsa da, son vyillarda yapilan galismalarla yeni
bilgiler elde edilmis ve ayrica alanda simdiye kadar tespit edilen tiim tiirleri
tanimlayici  fotograflariyla ve bilgileriyle birlikte igeren bir el kitabi
yayimlanmamistir. Bu kitabin hazirlanma fikri 6zellikle yazarlarin Agri ve Igdir
illerinde yaptiklari sistematik arazi calismalari sonrasinda dogmustur.

Agri Dagi'nin kurbada ve siirlingenlerine ait giincel bilgileri iceren bu kitapta
dordi kurbada, ikisi kaplumbada, 15 kertenkele ve 16’si yilan olmak (izere
toplam 37 tiire ait Tiirkge ve Ingilizce bilgiler ve tesekkiir kisminda belirtilenler
diginda tim{ vyazarlar tarafindan cekilmis tanimlayici fotograflar
bulunmaktadir. Baslklarda 6ncelikle tiirlerin Latince ikili isimleri italik olarak
yazilmistir, yaninda tiirG tanimlayan arastirmacilarin soyadlari ve tanimlanma
yili belirtilmis ve son olarak da tiiriin Tiirkge veya Ingilizce adi yazilmistir. Kitap
kapsaminda &zellikle Agri Dadi Milli Parki sinirlariyla 6rtlisen alanda bulunan
turlere yer verilmis ancak, Igdir ve Adri illerinde Adri Dagi ve eteklerine uzak
bolgelerden tespit edilmis tirler dahil edilmemistir.

Kitabin hazirlanmasina temel olusturan arazi calismalarinin Agri ilinde
gergeklestirilen bir kismi T.C. Tarim ve Orman Bakanligi Doga Koruma ve Milli
Parklar (DKMP) Genel Midirligl tarafindan koordine edilen Ulusal
Biyocesitlilik Envanter ve Izleme Projesi kapsaminda yiiriitiilmistiir. Bu
calismalardaki desteklerinden dolayr DKMP Agri 1l Sube Midiirligi idari ve
teknik personeline ve kitabin yayinlanmasini saglayan Nevsehir Haci Bektas
Veli Universitesi Yayinevine tesekkir ederiz. Ayrica srasiyla H.
septemtaeniatus, E. urartica ve L. strigata tirlerine ait fotograf gonderen Sn.
Prof. Dr. Kurtulus Olgun, Sn. Prof. Dr. Aziz Avci ve Sn. Burak Akdad'a ve bazi
arazi gozlemlerini paylasan Sn. Oguzkan Cumhuriyet’e, Agrn Dadi'na ait
fotograf temin eden Sn. Mete Tiirkoglu ile Sn. Hiiseyin Yildiz’a ve haritanin
hazirlanmasindaki yardimlarindan dolayi ise Sn. Mehmet Giil’e tesekkiirii borg
biliriz. Gegcmis yillarda Agrn Dadi cevresinde bazi arazi galismalarini birlikte
yaptigimiz merhum Prof. Dr. Bayram Gégmen'i rahmetle anariz.
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PREFACE

This book has been prepared to introduce the amphibians and reptiles of
Mount Ararat to local and foreign nature lovers and researchers and to
contribute to the ecotourism potential of the region. Therefore, the book was
written in both Turkish and English. Mount Ararat stands out both
geographically and touristically due to being the highest mountain in Tirkiye
and also in terms of biodiversity. Although various studies have been carried
out by scientists around Mount Ararat before, new data has been obtained
with recent studies. Moreover, there is no available handbook that includes all
the species identified so far in the area, together with their descriptive
photographs and information. The idea of preparing this book was born after
the systematic field studies of the authors conducted in Agri and Igdir
provinces.

This book, which contains up-to-date information on the amphibians and
reptiles of Mount Ararat, includes information in Turkish and English on 37
species of herptiles, including four amphibians, two chelonians, 15 lizards and
16 snake species, presented with their accompanying descriptive photographs
all taken by the authors (except the ones indicated below). Latin binary names
of the species are written in the titles firstly in italics, the surnames of the
researchers who defined the species and the year of identification follow, and
finally the Turkish or English name of the species is written. Especially the
species found in the area that overlaps with the borders of Mount Ararat
National Park are included in the book but the species identified from regions
far from Mount Ararat and its skirts in Igdir and Agri provinces are not.

An important part of the field studies in Agri province that formed the basis
for the preparation of the book was carried out within the framework of the
National Biodiversity Inventory and Monitoring Project coordinated by the
Republic of Tirkiye Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, General Directorate
of Nature Conservation and National Parks (NCNP). We would like to thank all
the staff of NCNP Agr Provincial Branch for their kind support and Nevsehir
Haci Bektas Veli University Press for their help in publishing process. In
addition, we thank Prof. Dr. Kurtulus Olgun, Prof. Dr. Aziz Avcl and Mr. Burak
Akdag for sharing photographs of H. septemtaeniatus, E. urartica and L.
strigata, respectively and Mr. Oguzkan Cumhuriyet for sharing some field
observations. We also would like to thank Mr. Mete Tiirkoglu and Mr. Hiiseyin
Yildiz for providing the photos of Mount Ararat and Mr. Mehmet Giil for his
help in the preparation of the map. Finally, we commemorate with mercy the
late Prof. Bayram Gogmen, with whom we carried out some field studies
around Mount Ararat in the past.
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GIRIS

Turkiye, biyolojik cesitlilik bakimindan Avrupa’nin en zengin ve
Ortadogu’nun da en zengin (lkelerinden biridir. 7 cografi bolgesinin
her biri ayr iklim ve fauna 6zellikleri gésterir ve her biri kendi endemik
turlerine ve dodal ekosistemlerine sahip birkag farkl ekolojik alani
barindirir. Bu zenginlik diger canllarda oldugu gibi kurbada ve
siriingen biyocesitliligine de yansimaktadir. Tirkiye'de bulunan
ozellikli habitat alanlarindan biri de Agri Dagi ve cevresidir. Agri Dadi,
5137 m ile Tirkiye'nin en yiiksek dadidir. Volkanik aktivite sonucu
Kuzeybati-Glineydodu yonli fay hatti aktivitesi ile olusmustur ve
yaklasik olarak 880 km? alani kaplamaktadir (Blytk Agri, Kigik Agri
ve etekleri). Tarkiye'nin kuzeydogu ucunda Igdir ve Adr illerinin
sinirlari iginde bulunur ve Ermenistan, Nahcivan ve Iran‘a siniri vardr.
Agri Dadi ve cevresinin ¢ok zengin bir biyocesitliligi vardir. Agri Dadi
cevresindeki volkanik kayaliklar, akarsular, sazliklar, batakliklar ve
kumul yari-¢dl habitatlar bircok canliya ev sahipligi yapmaktadir ve
bunlarin bazilari Tirkiye'de sadece Agrn Dagi civarinda yasamaktadir
(6r: Topbas Keler, Aras Kertenkelesi). Agri Dagi ve cevresinin kurbaga
ve striingenleri 18001 yillarin sonundan itibaren gesitli doga bilimciler
tarafindan arastinlmistir. Son zamanlarda, Yildiz ve ark. tarafindan
2017 yili Ekim ayinda Agn ibrahim Cecen Universitesi tarafindan
organize edilen IV. Uluslararasi Agri Dagi ve Nuh'un Gemisi
Sempozyumu kapsaminda Agri Dagi’'nin kurbada ve siriingenlerini
konu alan bir s6zlii sunum gergeklegtirilmistir. Bunun diginda, Mulder
(2019) tarafindan tim Dogubayazit ve Igdir ilinin tiim bdlgelerinin
kurbada ve siriingen tirlerini kapsayan bir tir listesi 2019 yilinda
yayimlanmustir.

Bu kitap yazarlarin son galismalari isi§inda Agri Dagi'nin kurbaga ve
surtingenlerine ait giincel verileri tanimlayici fotograflar ve tirler
hakkinda bilgilerle  birlikte okuyucuya sunulmasi amaciyla
hazirlanmistir. Kitap kapsamina sadece Agri Dadi ve eteklerini
kapsayan alan (Sekil 1'de gdsterilmistir) dahil edilmistir. Bu alan ayni
zamanda Agri Dadi Milli Parki sinirlariyla da ortiismektedir ve kumul
alanlarla birlikte 6zel bir habitat yapisina sahiptir.
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INTRODUCTION

In terms of biodiversity, Tlrkiye is the richest country in Europe and
one of the richest in the Middle East. Each of its 7 geographical regions
shows distinct climatic and faunal characteristics and contains several
different ecological zones, each with its own endemic species and
natural ecosystems. Like in the other organism groups, this richness
is also reflected in amphibian and reptile biodiversity. One of the
special areas with the unique habitat characteristics in Tirkiye is
Mount Ararat and its surroundings. Mount Ararat is the highest
mountain of Tirkiye with an elevation of 5137 m a.s.l. It was formed
after a volcanic activity on a fault in NW-SE directions. It mounts up
about 880 km? areas (Greater Ararat, Little Ararat, and their skirts). It
is positioned on Tirkiye's most northeastern part between Agr and
I§dir provinces and is bordered by Armenia, Nakhchivan, and Iran.
The region (surroundings of Mount Ararat) is very rich in biodiversity.
The special habitats around Mount Ararat consisting of the
combination of volcanic rocks, streams, marshes, and sandy semi-
desert areas are shelter for many organisms, some of which only live
in these habitats in Tirkiye (e.g., Toad Agama and Transcaucasian
Racerunner). The surroundings of Mount Ararat have been searched
for amphibians and reptiles by several researchers since the late
1800s. Recently, an oral presentation was delivered based on a study
by Yildiz et al. (2017) about the amphibians and reptiles of Mount
Ararat at the Fourth International Symposium Mount Ararat and
Noah’s Ark which was held in October 2017 in Agri Ibrahim Cecen
University (Tirkiye). Moreover, an annotated checklist of Mount Ararat
and its surroundings that covers a wider study area including whole
Igdir province and Dogubayazit was published by Mulder (2019).
This handbook provides an updated checklist of the amphibians and
reptiles of Mount Ararat, supported with the diagnostic photographs
and general information of the species based on the recent studies of
the authors. The research region that is covered in this book is
restricted to an area around Mount Ararat which is shown in Figure 1
(mostly lies on the borders of Mount Ararat National Park). This area
has a characteristic habitat type with sandy patches.



Igdir ve Agni illeri sinirlarindan kaydedilmis ancak Agri Dagi eteklerine
yakin olmayan diger baz tirler kitap kapsamina alinmamistir. Kitapta
ele alinmayan ancak Agri Dadi eteklerinde bulunabilecek diger tiirler
sunlardir: Rana macrocnemis (Yayla Kurbadasl), Darevskia aghasyani,
Telescopus fallax (Kedi Gozli Yilan), Vipera renardi (eriwanensis)
(Kiglk Engerek).

Kitabin hazirlanmasinda kullanilan veriler yazarlarin 2010-2014 yillan
arasinda Agrn Dadi cevresinde yaptigi sistematik arazi gezilerinden,
ozellikle de 2014 yilinda gerceklestirdikleri Agr 1li Ulusal Biyogesitlilik
Envanter ve izleme Projesi kapsaminda yapilan calismalardan elde
edilmistir. Ayrica literatlir verileri ve fotograf paylasim siteleri de
gozden gecirilmistir. Tim bu arastirmalar sonucunda bu kitapta 17
aileye ait toplam 37 kurbada ve siiriingen tiirli sunulmustur. Bunlardan
4’ kuyruksuz kurbada, 2'si kaplumbada, 15'i kertenkele ve 16 tanesi
ise yilan tirlidur. Her tiirin bashd altinda ttriin tanimi (morfolojisi),
biyolojisi, ekolojisi ve dadilisina ait bilgiler verilmistir. Ek olarak, tlrlerin
koruma durumlar Uluslararasi Dodayl ve Dogal Kaynaklari Koruma
Birligi (IUCN), Nesli Tehlike Altinda Olan Yabani Bitki ve Hayvan
Tirlerinin Uluslararasi Ticaretine Iliskin Sézlesme (CITES) ve Avrupa
yaban hayati ve dodal alanlarinin korunmasina yonelik Bern
Sozlesmeleri 1siginda not edilmistir. Tirlerin giincel dadilislari
hakkindaki bilgiler TUCN kirmizi liste internet sayfasindan ve ilgili
literatiirden alinmistir. Tlrler Vigna Taglianti ve ark. (1999) tarafindan
onerildigi gibi, glincel dadilislarina gore bazi diizenlemelerle birlikte
korotip kategorilerine ayrilmistir ve Tablo 1'de yazilmistir. Kitap genel
okuyucu kitlesine hitap eden bir doga rehberi seklinde
hazirlandigindan tiirlerle detayli sistematik calismalara ve pul-plak
ozelliklerine dedinilmemistir. Daha ¢ok dis goriiniisiinde belirgin olan
morfolojik ve renk-desen &zelliklerinden bahsedilmistir. Detayl bilgi
edinmek icin kaynaklar listesinde verilen yayinlar incelenebilir.



Some other species records in Igdir and Agri provinces which are not
close to Mount Ararat and its skirts are not included. Additional species
which are not included but can be expected in the area covered in this
book are as follows: Rana macrocnemis (Long-legged wood frog),
Darevskia aghasyani, Telescopus fallax (Cat-eyed snake), and Vijpera
renardj (eriwanensis) (Steppe viper).

Data used in the preparation of the book was obtained from the
systematic field excursions conducted by the authors around Mount
Ararat between 2010 and 2014, especially during the Agr Province
National Biodiversity Inventory and Monitoring Project in 2014. In
addition, published literature reports from Agri and Igdir provinces and
photographical records in public databases were evaluated. In this
book, 37 species of amphibians and reptiles belonging to 17 families
are presented in total including 4 anurans, 2 chelonians, 15 lizards,
and 16 snake species. Under each species title, information regarding
the morphology (identification), biology, ecology, and distribution are
given based on the relevant scientific literature and books.
Additionally, conservation status is noted based on the International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), and the Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention). The actual
distribution data of a species was taken from the relevant literature
and IUCN redlist web site. The species were grouped into chorotype
categories as proposed by Vigna Taglianti et al. (1999) with some
modifications (regarding the actual distributions) and presented in
Table 1. Since the book has been prepared as a nature guide that
appeals to the general readership, detailed systematic studies about
species and their pholidosis (scale-plaque characteristics)
characteristics are not given, rather the morphological and color-
pattern features that are evident in its external appearance are
mentioned. For detailed information, the publications given in the
reference list can be reviewed.



IUCN kirmizi liste kriterlerine gére Agri Dagi’'nda tespit edilen kurbaga
ve siriingen tirlerinin bir tanesi Tehlikede (EN), bir tanesi hassas
(VU), bir tanesi neredeyse tehdit altinda (NT), 30 tanesi asgari endise
(LC) ve iki tanesi ise degerlendirme disi (NE) olarak belirlenmistir. Iki
tlir CITES kapsaminda korunmakta, Bern Sozlesmesi kapsaminda ise
7 tir siki koruma altinda (Ek II) ve diger tim tirler de koruma
altindadir (Ek III). Bu bilgiler Agri Dagi ve cevresinin kurbada ve
siriingen  biyogesitliligi anlaminda ©6nemini ve korunmasinin
gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu kitapta adi gegen tiirler disinda,
Igdir ve Agri illerinden Agri Dagdi’'na biraz daha uzak noktalarda tespit
edilen bazi tirlerin de Agn Dadi'nda bulunmasi beklenebilir ve
yapilacak sonraki galismalar ile ek veriler elde edilebilir.



According to IUCN red list criteria, two species are Critically
Endangered (CR), one species is Endangered (EN), one species is
Vulnerable (VU), one species is Near Threatened (NT), 30 species are
Least Concern (LC), and two species are Not Evaluated (NE). Two
species are protected under the CITES Convention and 7 species are
also strictly protected (Appendix II) and the rest of the species were
protected (Appendix III) under Bern Convention. This information
shows that Mount Ararat and its environment is an important area for
reptiles and amphibians and should be protected. It can be expected
that some other species known to inhabit relatively close to Mount
Ararat may also be found with more detailed additional studies.



Sekil 1. Yazarlarin arazi calismalan ve liteartiir verileri 1siginda tdrlerin
tespit edildigi konumlar.

Figure 1. The localities which species are found based on the authors’
excursions and literature data.

1. Karakuyu (Igdrr), 2. Melekli (I§dir), 3. Tasburun
(Karakoyunlu/Igdir), 4. Yukarigiftlik (Aralik/Igdir), 5. Dilucu
Ovasi/Plain (Aralik/Igdir), 6. Godekli (Aralik/Igdir), 7. Aralik (Igdir), 8.
Yenidogan (Aralik/Igdir), 9. Bardakl (Dogubayazit/Agri) 10. Karabulak
(Do§ubayazit/Agr), 11. Ortiili (Dogubayazit/Agr), 12. Topgatan
(Dogubayazit/Agr), 13. Telceker (Dogubayazit/Agr), 14. Halag
(Dogubayazit/Agn), 15. Yayginyurt (Dogubayazit/Agr), 16. Glingdren
(Dogubayazit/Agr), 17. Glingdren (Dogubayazit/Agn), 18. Tirkiye-
Iran sinir hatti-3/Tiirkiye-Iran border line-3 (Dodubayazit/Agri), 19.
Turkiye-Iran sinir  hatti-2/  Turkiye-Iran border line-2
(Dogubayazit/Agr), 20. Tirkiye-iran sinir hatti-1/ Tiirkiye-Iran border
line-1 (Dogubayazit/Agn), 21. Sarigavus (Dodubayazit/Agn), 22.
Asagierhaci (Igdir), 23. Yazlk (Aralik/Igdir), 24. Korhan Plateau
(Igdir), 25. Suveren (Igdir).



Tablo 1. Yazarlarn arazi galismalan ve literatir verileri 1si§inda Agn
Dadinda bulundudu belirlenen kurbaga ve siriingenlerin listesi.
Konum numaralan Sekil 1'de verilmistir. Konum numarasi
belirtilmeyenler ise sadece literatiirde tespit edilmistir.

Table 1. List of amphibian and reptile species known to inhabit on
Mount Ararat based on the authors’ excursions and bibliographic data.
The numbers of the recorded localities correspond to those in Figure
1. The species with no locality number were only recorded from the
literature.

. . . . . Konum /
Aile / Family | Tiir / Species Korotip / Chorotypes Locality
Turano-Europeo- &y 1ep 177

Bufonidae Bufotes viridlis - 18, 19,
Mediterranean %)

Hylidae Hyla savignyi SW-Asiatic 3,22

Pelobatidae Pelobates syriacus Turano-Europeo 7,23
. . Turano-Europeo- 3, 10, 14,
Ranidae Pelophylax ridibundus Mediterranean 15, 22, 23

. . Turano-Mediterranean | 3, 5, 14,
Geoemydidae | Mauremys caspica

(Turano-Balkan) 15
- Turano-Mediterranean
Testudinidae Testudo graeca (Irano-Mediterranean) 3
1,235
Turanian (Turano- & 75
Agamidae Paralaudakia caucasia - 10, 11,
Caucasian)
12, 16,
17,18
. . . . 2,4,5,7,
Agamidae Phrynocephalus horvathi W-Iranian Endemic 1112
Anguidae Pseudopus apodus TUIElEARl e
9 PUS ap Mediterranean
Gekkonidae Mediodactylus kotschyis.l. E-Mediterranean
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Konum /

Aile / Family | Tiir / Species Korotip / Chorotypes Locality
Lacertidae Darevskia bendimahiensis S-Anatolian Endemic
Lacertidae Darevskia raddei Armenian endemic
Lacertidae Darevskia valentinis.l. St (e
Anatolian)
, , , , 12,567,
Lacertidae Eremias pleskei W-Iranian Endemic 9
. . . SW-Asiatic (Irano- 2,511,
Lacertidae Eremias strauchi Anatolian) 12,13
. . . SW-Asiatic (Irano-
Lacertidae Eremias suphani Caucasian)
. . SW-Asiatic (Irano-
Lacertidae Lacerta media Anatolian)
Lacertidae Lacerta strigata Turano-Causasian 6, 8, 24
5, 10, 13,
Lacertidae Ophisops elegans E-Mediterranean 18, 19,
20, 21, 25
Scincidae Eumeces schneideri SW-Asiatic 2
Scincidae Heremites septemtaeniatus SW-Asiatic 2
Mediterranean
Boidae Eryx jaculus (Anatolo-Balkano-N- 2
African)
Colubridae Dolichophis schmidti sitbeelie (znes | ) o
Anatolian)
Colubridae Eirenis collaris Turanian 25




Konum /

Aile / Family | Tiir / Species Korotip / Chorotypes Locality
Colubridae Eirenis punctatolineatus SW-Asiatic

Colubridae Eirenis modestus SW_Ag;itci;é{: :?tOIO-

Colubridae Elaphe urartica Tar:;?éﬁ;fgaeﬁ_

Colubridae Hemorrhois ravergieri Centralasiatic 25
Colubridae Platyceps najadum = I‘(a_lpuc;-al\:l]g(_jliat;::nn)e an

Colubridae Zamenis hohenackeri SW-Asiatic

Colubridae Zamenis longissimus Turano-European
Psammophiidae | Malpolon insignitus Mediterranean 1,2
Natricidae Natrix tessellata Centralasiatic-European 3’1;5,’ 21; !
Natricidae Natrix natrix Tur(?uc;mgﬂ;taa:)e an 3,5
Typhlopidae Xerotyphlops vermicularis I r(a.l.nu?_::g‘_jgael:::)e an 2,3
Viperidae Montivipera raddei N-MZ?]%%?;?Cmian

Viperidae Macrovipera lebetina TR ARGl e 1,25

(Turano-Anatolian)
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KURBAGALAR
(SINIF: AMPHIBIA)
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AMPHIBIANS
(CLASS: AMPHIBIA)
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Amfibiler (kurbadalar) iki tarafli yasayisi olanlar manasina gelir [amphi:
Iki tarafli, bios: yasam]. Ciinkii bircok tiirii hayatlarini kismen suda,
kismen karada gecirir. Amfibilerin derileri ciplaktir. Baska bir deyisle,
diger omurgall siniflarinda gorilen pul, kil, tiy gibi yapilar bu sinifta
bulunmaz. Genellikle metamorfoz gegirerek yavru bireyden ergin birey
goriiniimiine dondsdrler. Kismen kuraklik ve tuzluluga adapte olmus
tirler harig, genellikle kurakhida ve tuzlu suya dayanamazlar.
Kurbadalarda besin alinmasinda kullanilan dil iyi gelismistir. Dilde bol
salgl bezi bulunur ve yapiskandir. Kurbadalarin, birbirinden oldukgca
farkli goriiniiste olan ve glinimiizde yasayan (i¢ grubu (takimi) vardir:
kuyruksuz kurbadalar (Anura), kuyruklu kurbadalar (semenderler)
(Urodela) ve ilk bakista yilan veya solucana benzeyen bacaksiz
kurbadalar (Gymnophiona/Apoda)‘dir.

Ginlmizde dinyada yaklasik 8643 amfibi tiirli yasadigi bilinmektedir.
Uluslararasi Dogayl ve Dodal Kaynaklari Koruma Birligi (IUCN),
biyolojik cesitlilik ile ilgili olarak yapmis oldugdu tespitlerle, diinyadaki
kurbadalarin yaklasik %41'inin tehlike altinda oldugunu belirtmistir.
Cevre kirliligi, habitat tahribati, kiresel iklim degisikligi, hastalik ve
patojenler ve istilaci tiirlerin yayilmasi kurbada tiirlerinin azalmasina
neden olan faktorlerin basinda gelir. Bir dijer etmen de ova
kurbagasinin, Ozellikle arka bacaklarinin bircok lilkede besin olarak
tiiketilmesi ve dogadan kontrolsiizce toplanmasidir.

Bazi amfibi tlirleri renk desen bakimindan yasadiklari ortama ¢ok iyi
adapte olmustur. Bazi amfibilerde ise canl ve parlak renkler dikkat
ceker. Ergin safhada genel olarak etcildirler. Boylarina gore gesitli
hayvanlar ile beslenirler. Bocekler, solucanlar, salyangozlar baslica
besinlerini tegkil eder. Blylk cesamette olanlari balik, siiringen ve
memelilerin kiigliklerini av olarak yakalarlar. Dogada besin zincirindeki
ve besin aglarindaki tiirler birbirilerine ekolojik etkileri bakimindan
bagimlidirlar. Amfibiler gibi tiirler de zincirde 6nemli bir etkiye sahiptir
ve bu oOnemli etkiye sahip tirler sdrdirdlebilir ekosistemler igin
mutlaka gereklidir.
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Amphibians (frogs, toads) means those with dual live [amphi: two,
both; bios: life]. Because many species of amphibians last their lives
partly in water and partly on land. In other words, they possess no
structures such as scales, hair, and feathers which are seen in other
vertebrate classes. They usually go through metamorphosis and turn
from a juvenile to an adult appearance. They generally cannot tolerate
drought and salt water, with the exception of species that are partially
adapted to these stresses. The tongue is well developed and used for
food intake in frogs. It is sticky with many secretion glands. Three
morphotypes (orders) of frogs that look quite different from each
other live on Earth today: anurans (Anura), salamanders (Urodela),
and caecilians (legless amphibians) (Gymnophiona/Apoda).

It is known that approximately 8643 amphibian species live on Earth
currently. After their survey regarding the biodiversity, International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) stated
that about 41% of the amphibians in the world are in danger.
Environmental pollution, habitat destruction, global climate change,
diseases and pathogens, and invasive species are among the factors
that cause the decline of amphibian species. Another factor is the
consumption of hind legs of marsh frog as food in many countries and
their uncontrolled collection from nature.

Some amphibian species are very well adapted to their environment
in terms of color and patterns. In some amphibians, vivid and bright
colors also attract attention. Amphibians are carnivore at the adult
stage. They feed on various animals according to their size. Insects,
worms, snails constitute their main food. Large ones catch fish,
reptiles, and small mammals as prey. In nature, species in the
different trophic levels are dependent onto each other for their
ecological effects. Species such as amphibians also have a significant
impact on the food chain and species with this significant impact are
essential for sustainable ecosystems.
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Kurbagdalarin belki de en biiyiik diismani insanlardir. Ozellikle yagam
alanlarinin tahrip edilmesi yasam sansini ortadan kaldirmaktadir.
Oysaki insanlarin ilkel zamanlardan bu giine kadar amfibilerle siki
iligkileri olmustur. Ornegin yoresel olarak verdikleri isimler, onlari kilim
ya da halilarda motif olarak isleme, antik Misir'da sihirbazlik islerinde
kullanma bunun goéstergesi olabilir.

Tirkiye'de dadils gosteren amfibiler; kuyruklu  kurbadalar
(semenderler) (Urodela) ve kuyruksuz kurbadalar (Anura) olarak ikiye
ayrilir. Semenderlerin bir kismi tamamen karasal hayata adapte
olmuglardir ve Ureme icin dahi suya gereksinim duymazlar.
Lyciasalamandra cinsi tirler bunlara 6rnek olarak verilebilir. Bunun
disinda kalan semenderler cogunlukla Greme igin suya ihtiyag duyar.
Bazi semender tiirleri kuyruk bulundurmalan sebebiyle halk tarafindan
kertenkele zannedilmektedir. Ancak yumusak ve kaygan derili olmalari
ve derilerinde pul bulunmamasiyla kertenkeleden kolaylikla ayirt
edilebilir. Tilrkiye'de yasayan kuyruksuz kurbadalarin tamami tGremek
icin suya ihtiya¢ duyar. Karasal ortamlara adapte olanlar lGremeden
sonra suyu terk ederken (6r: Bufo, Hyla) suya bagiml olan tiirler her
zaman suyun icinde, kenarinda veya yakininda gézlenebilir (6r: Rana,
Pelophylax cinsleri). Amfibilerin tamami poikiloterm (sogukkanl)
hayvanlar olup uygun olmayan kosullarda yasamlarini catlak, tas alt,
su alti, toprak alti gibi yerlerde hibernasyon (kis uykusu) halinde
gegirirler. Turkiye'de 34 amfibi tlri yasamaktadir. Bunlarin 18’
semenderlere ait, geriye kalan 16'si da kuyruksuz kurbadalara ait
tlirlerden olugsmaktadir. Tirkiye'de yasayan semenderlerin tamami tek
bir aile (Salamandridae) altinda siniflandirilirken kuyruksuz kurbagalar
6 farkl ailede siniflandiriimaktadiriar.

Agri Dadi'min kurbadalarina ait bilgiler takip eden sayfalarda
fotograflariyla birlikte verilmistir.
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Human beings are perhaps amphibians’ worst enemies. In particular,
the destruction of habitats eliminates the chance of their survival.
Although, humans have had close relations with amphibians since
ancient ages. For example, they gave them local names, embroidering
them as motifs on rugs or carpets or used them in magic shows in
ancient Egypt can be given as examples.

Amphibians distributed in Tirkiye fall into two groups: salamanders
(Urodela) and anurans (Anura). Some species of salamanders are fully
adapted to the terrestrial life and do not need water even for
reproduction. Species of the genus Lyciasalamandra can be given as
an example. The other salamanders mostly need water for
reproduction. All anurans living in Turkiye need water to reproduce.
While those adapted to terrestrial environments leave the water after
breeding (eg: Bufo, Hyla), species that are dependent on water can
always be observed in or around the water bodies (eg: Rana,
Pelophylax). Amphibians are poikilotherm (cold-blooded) animals, and
under unsuitable conditions, they spend their lives in places such as
cracks, under stones, underwater, under the ground, in hibernation.
Totally 34 amphibian species live in Turkiye; 18 of them are
salamanders and the remaining 16 are anurans. While all salamanders
living in Tirkiye are classified under a single family (Salamandridae),
Anurans are classified into 6 different families.

Information about the amphibians of Mount Ararat is given in the
following pages along with their photographs.
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of
MOUNT ARARAT
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Bufotes viridis (Laurenti, 1768)
Gece Kurbagasi

Tanim: Orta boylu bir kurbagadir (Viicut uzunlugu 9 cm kadar). Dorsal zemin
genellikle yesilimsi, gri ya da beyazimsi (izerinde etrafi siyah bir serit ile gevrili
bliyik yesil lekeler bulunur. Sirt tarafinda belirgin sidil seklinde graniiller
vardir. Karin tarafi kirli beyaz, grandillii, lekeli veya lekesiz olabilir. Vicudun
yan tarafinda bazen de sirt tarafindaki grantiller kirmizi olabilir. Parotid bezler
belirgin, iris yesil renklidir. Kulak zan (timpanum) kiigik ve belirgindir.
Erkeklerde basin altinda bir dig ses kesesi bulunur.

Biyoloji: Adindan da anlasildidi gibi gececi (nokturnal) bir tiirdiir ve giin iginde
tas altlarinda veya toprak altindaki yuvalarinda gizlenir. Kurakliga karsi oldukga
toleranslidir. Bdcekler ve larvalari, solucanlar ve bazi yumusakgalar ile beslenir.
Erkekleri bekgi diidiglini andiran bir ses gikarir. Gece kurbagasi sadece ireme
déneminde gdl, gblet veya herhangi bir su birikintisine gider. Bir disi bir defada
iki sira halinde 10.000'den fazla yumurta birakabilir.

Dagihis: Oldukca yaygin olan tiir genis bir dadilisa sahiptir. Danimarka’dan
Isvecin giineyine, Almanya'nin kuzeyinden Yunanistan boyunca Tiirkiye,
Ortadogu (Suriye, Liibnan, Israil, Suudi Arabistan, Irak ve iran) ve Rusya'da
dadilis gosterir. Anadolu’da ve Agri Dagi'nin etrafinda oldukga yaygindir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi
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Bufotes viridis (Laurenti, 1768)
Green Toad

Identification: Middle-sized toad (body length up to 9 cm). Dorsal ground
usually greenish, gray, or whitish with large green maculations and these
maculations surrounded by black lines. Dorsal skin granular with prominent
warts. Ventral skin granular and dirty white, spotted or spotless. Lateral body
warts, and sometimes dorsal warts red. Parotid glands prominent, iris green.
Tympanum small and distinct. Male with an external subgular vocal sac.
Biology: Green toad is nocturnal (night-active) species and shelters in the
daytime under stones or within subterranean burrows. It is very tolerant to
drought. Feeds on insects and their larvaes, earthworms, and some mollusks.
The vocalization of the males resembles a loud police whistle. Variable toad
goes to a pond, puddle, lake, and any water bodies during breeding season
only. A female spawn more than 10 thousand eggs in two lines.
Distribution: A widespread species with a distribution range from Denmark,
southern Sweden, and northern Germany through Greece, Tirkiye to the
Middle East (Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran) and
Russia. It is quite common in Anatolia and around Mount Ararat.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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Hyla savignyi Audouin, 1827
Yesil Kurbaga

Tanim: Vicut uzunlugu 3-5 cm araliginda degisir. Deri sirt tarafinda piirtizsiiz
ve karin tarafinda granilliidir. Sirt tarafi yesilimsi veya agik yesildir ortam
rengini alabilir. Bu nedenle, sirt tarafi, gri, mavi veya kahverengi bireyler de
gortlebilir. Karin kismi beyaz veya sarimsi beyaz renklidir. Burun deliklerinden
baslayarak viicudun sonuna kadar devam eden koyu renkli lateral serit
kesintilidir ve kasik bolgesinde ¢ikinti yapmaz. G6ziin altinda st dudakta koyu
renkli leke yoktur. Kulak zari goziin biiyikliigine oranla daha kiigliktdr.
Biyoloji: Adac veya bitkiler (izerinde yasayan gececi bir tirdir. Gin icinde
adaclar, caliliklar veya genis yaprakll otsu bitkilerin yapraklari (zerinde
dinlenir. Ortamin rengine adapte olabilme &zelliklerinden dolayi gérmek kolay
degildir. Sadece lreme doneminde suya gider ve bdcek ve oriimcekler ile
beslenir. Potansiyel olarak zehirli deri salgisi vardir fakat insanlar igin sadece
tahris edicidir. Erkeklerde basin altinda biiyiik bir ses kesesi bulunur. Ureme
déneminde erkekler gok giiglii ses cikarir. Bol vejetasyonlu, temiz ve derin
sulara yumurta birakir. Yumurtalar su igindeki bitkilere yapistirir, bir disi
ortalama 1000 yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Gircistan’dan Azerbaycan ve Tirkiye'ye doduya dogru Ortadogu’da
Kibris, Misir, iran, Irak, Israil, Urdiin, Liibnan, Suudi Arabistan, Suriye ve
Yemen‘de 1800 m yiikseklige kadar dagilis gosterir.

Koruma statiisii — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste digi




Hyla savignyi Audouin, 1827
Middle East Tree Frog

Identification: Body length ranges between 3-5 cm. Skin smooth dorsally
and granulated ventrally. Dorsum green, yellowish or light-green, can take the
color of its environment. Therefore, it can also be seen as an individual that
has gray, blue or brown dorsum coloration. Venter white or whitish-yellow.
The interruption of the lateral band forming spots, lack of an inguinal loop in
this band. A dark spot on the upper lip below eye absent. Tympanum smaller
than eye size. Males with a large vocal sac at gular.

Biology: An arboreal and nocturnal species; it rests among trees, bushes,
shrubs or reeds during daytime. Not easy to detect because of its color-
changing ability. It goes to water only in the breeding season and feeds on
various insects and spiders. It has potent poisonous skin secretions but it only
irritates humans. The vocalization of the males is quite strong during the
breeding period. Spawning sites are clean and deep waters with much
vegetation. Eggs are attached to the vegetation in the water, clutch size is
around 1000 eggs.

Distribution: Ranges from Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Tirkiye eastwards into
the Middle East where it inhabits in Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen with a vertical distribution up to
1800 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted




Pelobates syriacus Boettger, 1889
Toprak Kurbagasi

Tanim: Vicut uzunlugu 10 cm kadardir. Géz bebegi dikeydir. Deri piriizsiiz
ve kulak zari yoktur. Arka ayak parmak aralarindaki yliizme zar iyi gelismistir.
Arka ayakta oldukga buyiik bir metatarsal tiiberkiil bulunur. Vicut dik, arka
ayaklar kisa ve bag blyiktir. Sirt zemini yesilimsi veya gri lizerinde koyu
yesilimsi lekeler bulunur. Karin tarafi desensiz beyazimsi gridir. Erkeklerde dig
ses kesesi yoktur.

Biyoloji: Gececi bir tiirdiir. Glindiizleri kum veya toprak altinda gizlenir ve
topradi kazabilir, geceleri beslenmek icin gizlendidi yerden cikar. Karasal
habitatlari genellikle agik, hafif orman, bozkir, yari ¢6l ve kayalik alanlar gibi
dodal alanlardir. Yumurtalarini genellikle nehir kiyisi gibi durgun gegici sulara
veya derin kalici havuzlara birakirlar. Erkeklerde lireme doneminde 6n ayak
birinci parmakta nasir bulunur.

Dagihis: Balkanlardan Yunanistan ve Tirkiye boyunca Ermenistan,
Azerbaycan, Giircistan ve Rusya’da, iran’a dogru Israil, Liibnan ve Suriye'de
dadilis gbsterir. 2000 m yiikseklige kadar gozlenir. Bu kitaptaki diger amfibi
turlerine gore daha nadir rastlanan bir kurbagadir.

Koruma statiisii — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi




Pelobates syriacus Boettger, 1889
Eastern Spadefoot

Identification: Body length up to 10 cm. Pupil of eye vertical. Skin smooth
and no tympanum. Webs between the toes well-developed. Inner metatarsal
tubercle of hind limbs quite large. Body robust, hind limbs short, head large.
Dorsal ground yellowish or gray with large dark-greenish spots. Ventral
surface white-grayish, without a pattern. No external vocal sac in male.
Biology: It is a nocturnal species. It hides in the sand and soil during daytime
and can burrow through the soil, gets out to feed at night. Terrestrial habitats
occupied are generally open uncultivated lands such as light forests, steppe
semi-desert, and rocky areas. Spawning sites include stagnant temporary
water bodies, river or lakeside temporary water bodies, and large permanent
pools. The males have nuptial pads on the first finger during the breeding
season.

Distribution: Its distribution ranges from the Balkans, through Greece and
Turkiye to Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Russia; towards south to Iran,
Israel, Lebanon, and Syria with a vertical distribution up to 2000 m. It is a
rarer species compared to the other amphibians in this book.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted




Pelophylax ridibundus (Pallas, 1771)
Ova Kurbagasi

Tanim: Boylari 15 cm kadar olabilir. Arka bacaklar oldukga uzundur. Dilin arka
ucu serbest ve catalli, 6n tarafta alt geneye bitisiktir. Parmak aralarindaki
ylzme zar gelismistir. Goz bebedi yataydir. Kulak zari oldukga belirgin ve
temporal bant yoktur. Sirtin zemin rengi griden yesile kadar gri ve yesilin gesitli
tonlarinda olabilir. Bliyilik koyu dorsal lekeler sekil, boyut ve dizilim agisindan
degiskendir. Genellikle sirtin ortasinda agik renkli bir serit bulunur. Karin tarafi
grimsi-beyaz ya da grimsi-sari zemin (izerinde koyu noktali veya agsi desenli
olabilir. Erkekler agizin arkasinda, gri renkli dis ses keselerinin olmasi ve lireme
déneminde 6n ayak birinci parmaklarinda nasir olmasi ile disilerden ayrilir.
Biyoloji: Oldukca yiiksek adaptasyon yetenegine sahip olan tir tath suyun
bulundugu hemen hemen her habitatta (orman, bozkir, alpin, yari-gol, ve ¢ol
alanlari) yasar. Kuru alanlarda &zellikle suyun etrafinda toplanirlar. Agik,
guinesli ve vejetasyonu bol alanlar tercih ederler. Yari sucul bir tirdir. Akan
veya durgun, daimi veya gegici sularda, kiiglik si§ sulardan biyik ve derin
gollere kadar, baraj gélleri, nehirler ve hafif akan derelerde gorilebilir.
Maalesef arka bacaklar yendidi icin dodadan asir miktarda toplanmaktadir.
Bir yumurta kiimesi 5000 kadar yumurta igerebilir.

Dagilis: Genis bir dagilisa sahip olan tiir Avrupa ve Balkanlar'dan Tirkiye,
Iran, Irak, Suriye ve Suudi Arabistan’a, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Giircistan,
Ozbekistan, Tiirkmenistan ve Kazakistan boyunca Rusya’dan Avrupa'ya dogru
2500 m yiikseklige kadar dadilis gosterir. Agri Dagi cevresinde yaygin bulunan
bir kurbada tirid(r.

Koruma statiisii — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi

25



Pelophylax ridibundus (Pallas, 1771)
Marsh Frog

Identification: Body length up to 15 cm. Hind legs quite long. Posterior part
of tongue free and forked. Toes webbed. Pupil of eye horizontal. Tympanum
distinct and without temporal spot. Dorsal coloration can be different tints of
grayish and green, ranging from entirely gray to green. Large dark dorsal
spots vary considerably in size, number, and arrangement. A light mid-dorsal
line often present. The ventral side grayish-white or grayish-yellow with a dark
spotted or blotched-like pattern. Males differ from females by having paired
gray external vocal sacs behind the mouth and nuptial pads on the first finger.
Biology: It is a highly opportunistic amphibian, living almost all habitats that
have a freshwater resource (forests, steppe, grasslands, and semi-desert and
desert zones). Arid areas are largely colonized through water bodies. It prefers
open, well-warmed areas with abundant herbaceous vegetation. It is a semi-
aquatic species, inhabiting (and breeding in) a wide variety of flowing and
stagnant water habitats from shallow puddles and ponds to large lakes,
reservoirs, rivers, and brooks. Unfortunately, they are over-collected from
nature because the hind legs are consumed by humans. A clutch contains
more than 5000 eggs.

Distribution: A widespread species ranging from Europe and the Balkans
through Tirkiye to Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Saudi Arabia in the south; from
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan
through Russia towards west to Europe, with a vertical distribution up to 2500
m. It is a common frog species on Mount Ararat and its surroundings.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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(CLASS: REPTILIA)
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Siriingenler, 320-310 milyon yil 6nce Karbonifer doneminde yerylziinde
gorilmeye baslayan canh tirleri olup, en bol bulunduklarn dénem Mesozoik'tir.
Toplam 16 takimla temsil edilen siringenlerin, 12 takimi zaman iginde yok
olurken, giinimiize sadece 4 takimi ulagmistir. Siirlingenler sinifina (Reptilia)
dahil olup giinimizde Diinya lzerinde yasayan gruplar su sekildedir: “yasayan
fosil” olarak adlandirlabilecek kalakbasllar (Rhynchocephalia takimi),
kaplumbadalar (Testudines veya Chelonia takimi), timsahlar (Crocodilia takimi),
kertenkeleler (Sauria alt takimi), kor kertenkeleler (Amphisbaenia alt takimi) ve
yillanlar (Ophidia kladi Serpentes alt takimi). Bunlardan UgU; kertenkeleler, kor
kertenkeleler ve yilanlar, Pullular (Squamata) takimini olustururlar. Striingenler,
omurgalilarin “dort bacaklilar” (Tetrapoda) grubuna dahil edilirler. Ancak
yllanlarda ve bazi kertenkele tiirlerinde bacak bulunmaz, bu tiirlerin bazilarinda
mahmuz seklinde bacak kalintisi gorilir. Siriingenlerin viicutlari keratin
yapisinda pullar ve plaklarla ortiliidir. Bu tabaka belirli araliklarla atilarak
yenilenir (deri degistirme).

Siringenlerin  geneli disariya yumurta birakmak suretiyle Gremelerini
gergeklestirirler (ovipari), ancak bir kismi canli dogurur (ovovivipari).
Yumurtadan c¢ikan yavrular da minyatir erginlere benzerler. Genellikle
ciftlesme organlari bulunur, yani déllenme icte gergeklesir. Bazi kertenkele ve
yllanlarda partenogenetik Greme de gorilir. Siriingenler temelde kara
hayatina uyum saglamis olmakla birlikte deniz kaplumbadalari ve su yilanlari
gibi denizlerde yasamaya adapte olmus tirler de mevcuttur ancak bunlar da
diger siriingenler gibi akciger solunumu yaparlar. Siriingenler poikiloterm
(degisken kanli, soguk kanl) hayvanlar olup uygun olmayan soguk sezonu
zorunlu kislamada (hibernasyon) inaktif olarak gegirirler. Bélgeye gore genel
olarak havalarin isindigi Nisan-Mayis aylarinda aktiflesir ve (iremelerini
gerceklestirirler. Strtingenlerin blyiik cogunludu etcil oldugundan cesitli larva
ve bdcekleri, solucan, ballk ve yumurtalarini, kemiricileri, bazlari ise
hemcinslerini besin olarak tiiketirler. Daha gok karada agik alanlarda gérilen
kara kaplumbadalar bitkilerin gigek ve yapraklariyla beslenirler. Baglica avcilari
yirticl kuslar, leylek, karga gibi bazi kuslar, sansar, tilki, porsuk, kirpi gibi
memeli hayvanlar ve bazi hemcinsleridir.

Tirkiye, gok farkli cografik &zelliklere sahip olmasi nedeniyle zengin bir

faunistik ve floristik yapiya sahiptir. Tlrkiye siiriingen faunasi bakimindan da
oldukga zengindir.
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Reptiles started to appear on Earth during the Carboniferous period 320-310
million years ago and their most abundant period is the Mesozoic Period. While
reptiles are represented by a total of 16 orders historically, 12 of them
disappeared over time and only 4 orders have survived to the present day.
The groups that belong to the class Reptilia living on Earth today are as
follows: rhynchocephalids (tuataras) (order Rhynchocephalia) which can be
called “living fossils”, chelonians (turtles and tortoises) (order Testudines or
Chelonia), crocodiles (order Crocodilia), lizards (suborder Sauria), blind lizards
(suborder Amphisbaenia), and snakes (Ophidia clad, suborder Serpentes).
Three of them, lizards, blind lizards, and snakes, form the order Scaled reptiles
(order Squamata). Reptiles are included in the “four-limbed” (Tetrapoda)
group of vertebrates (tetrapods). However, snakes and some lizard species
do not have limbs and some of these species have spur-shaped rear leg
remnants. The bodies of reptiles are covered with keratinized scales and
plaques. This layer is replenished at regular intervals (moulting, shedding).

Most reptiles reproduce by laying eggs outside (ovipary) but some give birth
(ovovivipary). The hatchlings resemble miniature adults. They usually have
copulation organs, so they have internal fertilization. Parthenogenetic
reproduction is also observed in some lizards and snakes. Although the
majority of reptiles adapted to a terrestrial life, some are aquatic such as
turtles and water snakes; however, even those have lungs like other reptiles.
Reptiles are poikilotherm (cold-blooded) animals and spend the unsuitable
cold season inactive in hibernation. Depending on the region, they become
active and reproduce generally in April-May when the weather gets warmer.
Since the majority of reptiles are carnivores, they feed on various larvae and
insects, worms, fish and their eggs, and rodents and sometimes cannibalism
is observed. Totoises, which are mostly seen in open areas on land, feed on
flowers and leaves of plants. Their main predators are raptors (birds of prey),
some birds such as storks and crows, mammals such as marten, fox, badger,
and hedgehog and some snake species.

Tirkiye has a rich fauna and flora due to its very different geographical
features. Tirkiye is also very rich in terms of the reptile biodiversity.
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Ulkemiz sinirlarinda giincel kayitlara gére en az 140 siiriingen tiiri
yasamaktadir. Bu say! yeni calismalarla degisebilmektedir. Turkiye'de dadilis
gosteren sirlingenler icinde kaplumbadalar, kertenkeleler, kor kertenkeleler
ve yilanlar yer almaktadir. Bunlar arasinda karasal ve sucul tirler
bulunmaktadir.

Ulkemizde yasayan siiriingen tiirlerinden sadece yilanlar arasinda zehirli tiirler
mevcuttur. Yilanlar, adeta bir siringa gibi islev géren 6zellesmis zehir digleri
vasitasiyla zehirlerini zerk ederler. Turkiye'deki yilanlardan engerek tirleri ve
Col Kobrasi zehirli olup, ayrica birkag yilan tiirli de “yari zehirli” dir. Tirkiye'de
bulunan yari zehirli tiirlerin zehir disleri agzin arkasindadir ve Cukurbaslh Yilan
harig digerlerinin insana zehir zerk etmesi disleri kiiglik oldugundan zordur.
Ancak Cukurbasl Yilan dahil olmak (zere bu “yar zehirli” tirler zehirli bir
Isirda neden olsalar bile zehirleri insanlari dldiirecek etkiye sahip dedildir,
kendi avlan Uizerinde etkilidir.

Siriingenlerin ekolojik dengede cok 6nemli rolleri vardir ancak insanlar
tarafindan da en ¢ok éldirilen hayvan gruplarindan biridir. Bu konuda 6zellikle
yilanlar gok sanssizdir. Tirkiye’nin hemen her bdlgesinde yilanlar insanlar
tarafindan gorildiginde genellikle oldirilmektedir.  Zehirli  tirler iyi
taninmiyorsa goriilen tiim vyilanlarin zehirli olabilecedi dustinilmektedir.
Halbuki Turkiye’de bulunan yilanlarin buylk kismi zehirsizdir ve genellikle de
bu zehirsiz tirlerle kargilagiimaktadir. Yine insan aktiviteleri sonucu
suriingenlerin habitatlarinin daralmasi veya yok olmasi da bu tirleri olumsuz
yonde etkilemektedir. Sliphesiz ki yilanlarin insanlar tarafindan éldariimeleri
veya yasam alanlarinin kisittanmasi dogal denge (izerinde olumsuz etkilere
sahiptir, bircok yilan tir Ozellikle kemirgenlerle beslendidi icin bu tiirlerin
kontroliinde 6nemli bir role sahiptir.
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According to the most current data, at least 140 reptile species live in Tirkiye.
This number may change with new studies. Turtles, tortoises, lizards, blind
lizards, and snakes are among the reptiles distributed in Tirkiye. These
include terrestrial and aquatic species.

Among the reptiles living in Tlrkiye, only some shake species are venomous.
Snakes inject their venom through specialized venom fangs that function like
a syringe. Among the snakes found in Tirkiye, viper species and desert cobra
are venomous and there are a few “semi-venomous” snakes. The venom
fangs of the semi-venomous species are at the back of the mouth (rear-fangs)
and it is difficult for them (except for Eastern Montpellier Snake) to inject
venom into humans due to their small fangs. However, even though these
“semi-venomous” species (including Eastern Montpellier Snake) can cause a
venomous bite, their venom cannot kill humans but is effective on their prey.

Reptiles have a very important role in the ecological balance but they are one
of the mostly killed animal groups by humans. Snakes are particularly unlucky
in this regard. In almost every region of Turkiye, snakes are generally killed
when seen by humans. All snakes are thought to be venomous if the
venomous species are not recognized well. However, most of the snakes in
Turkiye are non-venomous and these species are generally encountered. The
reduction or loss of reptile habitats as a result of human activities also affects
these species negatively. Undoubtedly, the killing of snakes by humans or the
destruction of their habitats have negative effects on the balance of nature
and many snake species have an important role in controlling rodent species.
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AGRI DAGI’NIN
KAPLUMBAGALARI
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TURTLES/TORTOISES

of
MOUNT ARARAT
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Mauremys caspica (Gmelin, 1774)
Hazar Cizgili Kaplumbagasi

Tanim: Kabuk uzunlugu 25 cm kadardir. Ust kabukta griden grimsi yesil zemin
renginde Uzerinde kirmizimsi ya da sarimsi benekler alt kabukta (karin tarafi)
koyu biyiik lekeler mevcut. Bas, boyun ve bacaklarda sarimsi gizgiler bulunur.
Biyoloji: Goller, nehirler, sulama kanallari, vb. alanlarda yasar. Kirli sularda
yasayabilir. Su kenarlarinda glneslenirler, korktuklarinda suya atlarlar.
Baliklar, kurbagalar ve diger uygun su canlilari ile beslenirler. Suyun altinda
kis uykusuna yatarlar. Bir disi bir defada 9-20 yumurtayi su kenarinda actigi
gukurlara birakir.

Dagilis: Avrupa’nin giineyinden Tiirkiye, iran, Suriye ve Asya'nin batisi ile
Afrika’nin kuzeydogusuna kadar dagilis gosterir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: NE; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi
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Mauremys caspica (Gmelin, 1774)
Caspian Turtle

Identification: Carapace length up to 25 cm. Carapace gray to grayish-green
with reddish or yellowish markings, plastron with large dark or black patches.
Head, neck, and limbs with yellowish stripes.

Biology: Inhabits lakes, rivers, and ditches. It can live in polluted water
bodies. It basks on a bank or near water bodies and jumps into the water
when scared. Feeds on fish, amphibians, and other suitable aquatic animals.
Hibernates underwater. A female lays 9-20 eggs in terrestrial nests.
Distribution: Ranges from southern Europe through Tiirkiye to Iran, Syria
and western Asia, and northeast Africa.

Conservation status — IUCN: NE; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758
Tosbaga

Tanim: Kabuk uzunlugu 30 cm kadardir. Ust ve alt kabugun zemin rengi soluk
yesilimsi-saridan agik ya da cok koyu-kahverengiye degisebilir, gok hafif
kirmizimsi ya da turuncu izler bulunur veya tamamen gri ya da siyah olabilir.
Alt kabuk genellikle {ist kabuk kadar koyu dedildir.

Biyoloji: Deniz seviyesinden 3000 metreye kadar plato ve daglarda yasar.
Ciftlesme Nisan ile Temmuz arasinda gergeklesir. Disi bir seferde 2-7 adet
beyazimsi ve eliptik yumurtalar birakir. Agik, kuru bozkirlarda, gorak veya
calilk yamag ve arazilerde yasarlar. Otculdur ve birgok bitki ile beslenir.
Dogadan ¢ok miktarda toplanmasi sebebiyle IUCN tarafindan hassas
kategorisinde degerlendirilmektedir.

Dagilis: Oldukca genis bir yayilisi olan tiir, Rusya’dan Tiirkiye, iran, Irak ve
Suriye'ye, batiya dodru Fas'a Akdeniz kiyillari boyunca devam eder.
Ukrayna‘dan giiney Avrupa'ya Balkanlarin bir bélimiinde ve ispanya’da 3000
m yiikseklige kadar dadilis gosterir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: VU; BERN: II; CITES: II
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Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758
Spur-thighed Tortoise

Identification: Carapace length up to 30 cm. Ground color of carapace and
plastron range from pale greenish-yellow to light or very dark-brown with a
reddish or orange tinge or even completely gray or black. Plastron usually not
as dark as the carapace.

Biology: It lives from sea level to over 3000 m on plateaus and mountains.
Mating takes place from April to July. A clutch contains 2 to 7 white and
ellipsoidal eggs. Inhabits dry open steeps, barren hillsides or shrublands.
Herbivore species feeds on many types of plants. It is categorized as
vulnerable by IUCN due to its overcollection from nature.

Distribution: It is a widespread species ranging from Russia to Turkiye, Iran,
Iraq, and Syria; westwards to Morocco along the Mediterranean coast; from
Ukraine to southern Europe, part of the Balkans and also inhabits in Spain
with a vertical distribution up to 3000 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: VU; BERN: II; CITES: II
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AGRI DAGI’NIN
KERTENKELELERI
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Paralaudakia caucasia (Eichwald, 1831)
Kafkas Keleri

Tanim: Vicut uzunlugu 35 cm kadardir. Kuyruk, pullarin halkasal dizilimi ile
olusan segmentli bir yapidadir. Boyun alti pullan diiz ve karinasizdir. Siritin
zemin rengi, acik zeytinden koyu griye dedisir, lizerinde siyahimsi agsi bir
desen bulunur. Karin tarafi lekesiz koyu gridir.

Biyoloji: Daglarda, yiiksek rakimlara uyum saglamis bir kertenkeledir.
Kumtagl, kirectasl veya bazalt kayalarin bulundugu yamaglarda yasar. Kayalar
Uzerinde glineslenirken insanlan gordiigiinde basini asadi yukar hareket
ettirir. Daha sonra kaya gatlaklarina kagar. Bir disi 8-14 yumurta birakir.
Dagihis: Kafkasya bolgesinden (Rusya, Ermenistan, Glircistan, Azerbaycan,
Tirkiye) giineydoguya dogru Iran, Afganistan, Pakistan, Tacikistan ve
Turkmenistan’da 3000 m yiikseklige kadar dadilis gosterir. Tirkiye'de Dogu
Anadolu Bolgesindeki bazi illerde bulunur. Yaygin bir tirddir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste digi
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Paralaudakia caucasia (Eichwald, 1831)
Caucasian Rock Agama

Identification: Body length up to 35 cm. Tail divided into distinct segments
each composed whorls of scales. Gular scales smooth, not keeled. Basic
ground color light olive to dark gray with black reticulated markings on the
dorsum. Ventral uniformly dark gray.

Biology: It is a mountain-dwelling lizard adapted to higher elevations,
invariably seen on rocky of sandstone, limestone, and basalt, scree-covered
slopes. It basks on rocks and shakes his head up and down when it sees a
human being. Then, it runs away into the rock crevices. A female lays 8-14
eggs.

Distribution: Ranges from the Caucasus Region (Russia, Armenia, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Turkiye) towards southeast to Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan with a vertical distribution up to 3000 m. It is
distributed in Eastern Anatolian Region in Tiirkiye. It is a common species.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Phrynocephalus horvathivon Mehely 1894
Topbas Keler

Tanim: Boyu 12 cm kadar olan kiiglik bir Agamid tiirlidiir. Basl, kara kurbagasi
basini andinr. Kulak deligi yoktur ve kuyruk segmentli degildir. Sirt tarafin
zemini aclk kahve, aglk griden koyu griye dedisir, lizerinde diizensiz sekilli
enine dizilmis lekeler vardir. Karin tarafi kirli beyaz ile krem rengidir. Kuyrugun
alt tarafi soluk mavimsi gri, kuyrugun Ust tarafi kahverengi zemin Uzerinde
ortasl pembe ya da kirmizi renkli agik mavi lekeler bulunur.

Biyoloji: Erkek bireyler kuyruklarini yukar dodru kaldirarak alt taraftaki
kirmizi rengi gosterip disileri etkilemeye galisir. Karincalar ve kiiglik bécekler
ile beslenirler. 2. horvathi sadece killi, kumlu, tash ¢ol ve yar ¢ol habitatlarda
yasar. Zayif vejetasyonlu habitatlar tercih eder. Bir disi 2-5 yumurta birakir.
Dagihis: Tirkiye, Ermenistan ve Azerbaycan’da 1500 m yiikseklige kadar
bulunur. Cok sinirl bir alanda dadilis gosterir, Agri Dagi'nin etekleri tiiriin ana
habitatlarindan biridir. Nesli kritik olarak tehlike altinda olup koruma altina
alinmasi gereken tiirlerden biridir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: CR; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Phrynocephalus horvathivon Mehely 1894
Toad Agama

Identification: Small Agamid with a body length up to 12 cm. Head
resembles a toad head. No tympanum and segments on the tail. Dorsum light
brown, light gray to dark gray with dark irregularly shaped spots arranged
transversally. Venter dirty white to cream. Ventral surface of tail pale bluish-
gray. Pink or red patches margined by light blue on the brown ground color
on the dorsal side of tail.

Biology: The male individuals bend the tail upward to attract the females by
exposing the ventral red coloration of the tail. It feeds on ants, beetles, and
other small insects. P. horvathilives in clay and stony desert and semi-desert,
sandy habitats. It prefers areas of sparse vegetation. A female lays 2-5 eggs.
Distribution: Occurs in Tirkiye, Armenia, and Azerbaijan up to 1500 m
elevation. Has a very limited distribution and one of the main habitats of this
species is the skirts of Mount Ararat. This species is critically endangered and
should be protected.

Conservation status — IUCN: CR; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Pseudopus apodus (Pallas, 1775)
Oluklu Kertenkele

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu 1 m veya daha uzun olabilir. Viicut silindir sekline
ve bacaklari yoktur bu nedenle bir yilana benzer. Morfolojik olarak hareketli
g6z kapadinin ve kulak deliginin olmasiyla yilandan kolaylikla ayirt edilir. Sirt
rengi ergin ve yavru bireylerde farklidir. Yavrularda yesilimsi gri tizerinde koyu
kahverengi enine bantlar bulunurken, ergin bireylerde sade kahverengi veya
bakir kirmizisi bir renktedir. Keratin plaklarin altinda kemik plaklarin
bulunmasindan dolay! viicut oldukca serttir. Viicudun yan taraflarinda basin
hemen arkasindan bagslayarak kloaka kadar devam eden birer oluk bulunur.
Biyoloji: Bu zararsiz kertenkele tiirii genellikle galiliklarda, taslk alanlarda ve
tarim arazilerinin arasinda bulunur. Bir disi yaz aylarinin basinda 10 kadar
yumurta birakir ve yumurtalardan yavru bireyler yazin ortalarinda ¢ikmaya
basglar. Salyangoz, simdikli bocek, bocekler, cekirge, yavru kuslar,
kertenkeleler, kiiglik kemirgenler ve kus ve siiringen yumurtalariyla beslenir.
Dagihis: Balkanlar'dan Tirkiye'ye ve Ortadogu'ya, Kafkaslar bélgesinden Orta
Asya'ya kadar uzanan ve 2300 m'ye kadar yilikseklikte yayilis gosteren bir
turddr.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi
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Pseudopus apodus (Pallas, 1775)
European Glass Lizard

Identification: Total body length up to 1 m or longer. Body cylindrical and
legless, looking like a snake. Distinguished from a snake by having movable
eyelids and ear openings. The dorsum color and pattern vary between adult
and young individuals; olive-gray with dark brown transverse bars in juvenile’s
and plain brown (tan colored) or copper-red in adults. Bone scales under the
keratin scales exist; therefore, the body is hard. Lateral folds (grooves) from
head to the vent on each side present.

Biology: This harmless lizard species is mostly found in shrubland, stony, and
horticultural areas. Up to 10 eggs are laid in early summer by females,
hatching begins in mid-summer. It consumes snails, slugs, beetles,
grasshoppers, fledglings, lizards, small rodents, and eggs of birds and reptiles.
Distribution: It is a widespread species ranging from Balkans to Tiirkiye and
the Middle East, from Caucasus region to central Asia with a vertical
distribution up to 2300 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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Mediodactylus kotschyi s.l. (Steindachner, 1870)
ince Parmakh Keler

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 9-10 cm kadardir. Goz bebekleri dikeydir. Parmaklar
ince ve uzun. Kuyruk altinda ortada genislemis halde bir sira pul bulunur.
Sadece erkeklerde preanal porlar bulunur. Sirt tarafta agik ya da koyu zemin
Uzerinde “"W" seklinde zikzak enine desenler bulunur. Alt taraf beyazimsidir.
Biyoloji: Gececi bir tiirdir. Daha ¢ok kaya catlaklarinda bulunur. Magaralarda,
harabelerde, ev duvarlarinda, kerpic duvarlarda bulunabilir. Kuyruk gok hassastir,
dokunuldugunda hemen kopar. Kuyruk yeniden gikar ama yeni olusan kuyrukta
desen bozuktur, sekil farklidir ve omurga yoktur. Esas olarak gece ugan bdcekler
ile beslenirler.

Dagilis: Daha once M. kotschyi olarak ele alinan populasyonlara gore;
Italya'dan doguya, Arnavutluk, Yunanistan, Kuzey Makedonya, Sirbistan ve
Bulgaristan {izerinden Tirkiye, Giircistan, Kibris, Suriye, Liibnan ve Israil'e
kadar dagilisi vardir. Ayrica Ukrayna’da da gordlir. 1700 m'ye kadar dikey
dadilisi vardir. Ancak Kotsakiozi vd. tarafindan 2018 yilinda yayimlanan bir
calisma ile M. kotschyi populasyonlari genetik olarak birbirinden ayrilip farkli
tdrler olarak tanimlanmistir. Bu anlamda Agri Dadi gevresindeki 6rneklerin M.
orientalis olarak isimlendiriimesi uygun olabilir ancak galismada bu bdlgeden
ornek kullaniimadidi icin dogrulanmasi gerekir. Bu durumda tiiriin dagihsi
Turkiye'nin dogusunu kapsayacak sekilde Orta Dogu bélgesinin 6zellikle kiyi
kesimleri olacaktir. Bu nedenle énceki taksonomik degerlendirme kullaniimigtir
ve sensu lato (s./.) olarak belirtilmistir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi
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Mediodactylus kotschyis.l. (Steindachner, 1870)
Kotschy's Gecko

Identification: Body length up to 9-10 cm. Pupil of the eye vertical. Toes
thin and long. One row of enlarged subcaudal plates on the median under the
tail. Only males have preanal pores. Angular W-shaped transverse patterns
on light or dark gray dorsum.

Biology: It is a nocturnal species inhabiting mostly rock crevices, can also be
found in caves, among ruins, house walls, and on walls of mud-brick buildings.
The tail is too sensitive, easily lost (autotomy) when touched. The tail can
regenerate but with different shapes and patterns and the regenerated tail is
without a vertebra. It mainly feeds on flying insects at night.

Distribution: Based on the old taxonomy, ranges from Italy to the east
through Albania, Greece, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Bulgaria to Turkiye,
Georgia, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, and Israel with a vertical distribution up to
1700 m. Also found in Ukraine. However, with a recent study published in
2018 by Kotsakiozi et al., M. kotschyi populations were seperated genetically
and recognized as different species. In this regard, population around Mount
Ararat can be classified as M. orientalis but; since, no specimen was included
in the aforementioned study, their taxonomic position should be confirmed.
In this case, the distribution of M. orientalis covers eastern Anatolia and
coastal line of the Middle East region. Therefore, we preferred to use the older
taxonomy and write the name as sensu /ato (s.1.).

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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Darevskia bendimahiensis (Schmidtler, Eiselt & Darevsky, 1994)
Bendimahi Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 19 cm kadardir. Rostrum ve burun deligi arasinda
temas yoktur. Sirt tarafinda kahverengimsi gri Gzerinde siyahimsi diizensiz
enine desenler bulunur. Gvde yanlari siyahimsi-kahverengi bir zemin Uzerine
yuvarlak ve kiiglik mavi lekelidir. Karin tarafi beyazimsidir.

Biyoloji: Suya yakin volkanik kayalar Uzerinde giineslenirler. Bocekler ve
diger bazi omurgasizlar ile beslenirler. Partenogenetik (déllenme olmaksizin
yumurtadan yavru gelismesi) Urer ve bir disi 2 kadar yumurta birakir.
Dagihis: Ulkemizin dodusuna (Van-Adr) endemik olan tiir 1800-2300 m
yiiksekliklerde dagilis gosterir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: EN; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Darevskia bendimahiensis (Schmidtler, Eiselt & Darevsky, 1994)
Bendimabhi Lizard

Identification: Body length up to 19 cm. No contact between rostral and
nostril. Dorsum brownish gray with blackish irregular transverse markings on
this ground. Small rounded blue spots on blackish-brown ground on the
flanks. The venter is whitish.

Biology: Basks on basalt rocks near the water bodies. Feeds on insects as
well as some other invertebrates. Reproduction is parthenogenetic and a
female lays 2 eggs.

Distribution: Endemic to eastern Tirkiye (Van and Agr provinces) with a
vertical distribution between 1800-2300 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: EN; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Darevskia raddei (Boettger, 1892)
Radde Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 21 cm kadardir. Sirt pullar diizdiir. Sirtin zemin rengi
grimsi aglk kahverengi (izerinde daginik ve boyuna koyu benekler bulunur.
Karin taraf beyaz ya da yesilimsi beyazdir. Gévde yanlari daha koyu renkli olup
beyaz benekler bulunur, lekelerden birkagi mavimsi olabilir. Ureme zamani
karin kenarlari mavi renktedir.

Biyoloji: Dere kenarlarinda ve yiiksek bozkirlarin taslik ve kayalik kisimlarinda
yasar. Boceklerle beslenir. Eseyli tireyen bir tlirdlr ve bir disi 4 yumurta birakir.
Dagilis: Ermenistan, Azerbaycan Giircistan, iran ve Tirkiye’de 2500 m
yiikseklige kadar dadilis gosterir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste digi
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Darevskia raddei (Boettger, 1892)
Radde’s Lizard

Identification: Body length up to 21 cm. Dorsal scales are smooth. Dorsal
ground color gray or bright brown with scattered and longitudinal dark spots.
Ventral side is white or greenish-white. The flanks are darker with whitish
maculations, some of which are bluish. Sides of venter bluish during the
breeding stage.

Biology: It lives on the stony and rocky parts of the creek edges and high
steppes. Feeds on some insects. It is a bisexual (sexually reproducing) species
and a female lays 4 eggs.

Distribution: Its range covers Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, and
Tirkiye with a vertical distribution up to 2500 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Darevskia valentinis.l. (Boettger, 1892)
Valentin Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 23 cm kadardir ve sirt pullar diizdir. Karin tarafi az
¢ok dikdortgenimsidir. Sirt zemin rengi zeytin sarisi, sarimsi yesil, yesilimsi sari,
parlak yesil veya yesilimsi kahverengi olup UGzerinde koyu lekeler vardir. Karin
tarafi Ureme donemi boyunca parlak yesilimsi turuncudur.

Biyoloji: Volkanik kaya yiginlar (izerinde glineslenir. Boceklerle beslenir. Bir
disi 5 yumurta birakar.

Dagilis: Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Gircistan ve Tirkiye'de 3000 m'ye kadar
dadilis gdstermektedir. 2022 yilinda tirlin revizyonu yapilmistir ve yeni tir
tanimlari da dahil olmak {zere taksonomik dedisiklikler olmustur (Arribas vd.,
2023). Agri Dadi'ndaki orneklerin taksonomik durumunun netlesmesi igin
detayli galisma yapilmasi gerekmekte olup, burada “D. valentini sensu lato”
olarak yazilmistir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste digi
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Darevskia valentini s.l. (Boettger, 1892)
Valentin’s Lizard

Identification: Body length up to 23 cm and dorsal scales are smooth.
Venter more or less rectangular. Dorsal ground color olive-yellow, yellowish-
green, greenish-yellow, bright green or greenish-brown. Ventral side bright
yellowish-orange during the breeding season.

Biology: Basks on rock piles, basalt rock. Feeds on some insects. It is a
bisexual species and a female lays 5 eggs.

Distribution: It is distributed in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Tirkiye
with a vertical distribution up to 3000 m. A revision of the species was
published in 2022 with taxonomical reorganizations including the description
of the new species (Arribas et al., 2023). A detailed study is required to clarify
the taxonomic status of the specimens in Mount Ararat. Therefore, it is written
here as “Darevskia valentini sensu lato”.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eremias pleskei Bedriaga, 1905
Aras Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Uzunlugu 15-16 cm kadar olan kiiglik ve £. strauchiye gore daha ince
bir kertenkeledir. Sirt pullar kiigiik ve graniil seklindedir. Karin pullar tessellat
(kare) ve geriye dodru daralan egik siralar olusturur. Sirt zemini kahverengi
Uzerinde agik renkli boyuna seritler, arka bacaklarin Gst tarafinda kiigiik agik
yuvarlagimsi lekeler bulunur. Karin tarafi beyazimsi veya krem rengindedir.
Biyoloji: Yasam alanlar yan ¢6l, kumlu ya da tash toprakli, genellikle
Artemisia bozkirlandir. Bir disi genellikle yilda iki defa 2-4 yumurta birakir. Bazi
bocek ve bitkiler ile beslenir. Tas altinda gizlenirler. Nesli kritik olarak tehlike
altinda olan bu tiiriin korunmasi gerekmektedir.

Dagihis: Tirkiye'de oldukca sinirl bir dadilisa sahip olan tiir Agri daginin
eteklerinde (Agri-I§dir), Ermenistan, Azerbaycan ve Kuzeybati iran’da 1700 m
yiikseklige kadar dadilis gosterir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: CR; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eremias pleskei Bedriaga, 1905
Pleske’s Racerunner, Transcaucasian Racerunner

Identification: A small lizard with a total length up to 15-16 cm, slenderer
than E. strauchi. Dorsal scales small and granular. Ventrals tessellate (square)
and form oblique rows narrowing towards the posterior. Dorsum brown with
light-colored longitudinal stripes, roundish markings on the upper side of hind
limbs. The ventral color whitish or cream.

Biology: Their habitats are semi-desert, sandy or stony soils of especially
Artemisia steppes. A female lays 2-4 eggs, generally 2 clutches in a year.
Feeds on some insects and plants. It prefers to hide under stones. This
critically endangered species should be protected.

Distribution: It has a relatively limited distribution, occurring in the slopes
of Mount Ararat in Tirkiye (Igdir and Agn provinces), Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and northwestern Iran with a vertical distribution up to 1700 m.
Conservation status — IUCN: CR; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eremias strauchi Kessler, 1878
Step Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu 20 cm'ye kadar olan nispeten kiiglik bir kertenkele
tiradar. Sirt (dorsal) pullari kiiglik ve grandil halindedir. Karin (ventral) plaklari
tesellat (kare) ve viicudun gerisine dogru daralan egri (oblik) siralar halindedir.
Sirt yesilimsi-kahverengi, viicut yanlarinda agik ve koyu lekeler bulunur ve
omurga (vertebral) boélgesi yani sirtin ortasi lekesizdir. Genglerde
uzunlamasina gizgiler veya lekeler daha belirgindir. Karin kismi beyazimsidir.
Biyoloji: Yari ¢ol, taslik, caliik ve bozkir habitatlan tercih eder. Topraktaki
delik ve gatlaklarda gizlenir. Bir disi 3-7 yumurta birakir. Bocekler ve bitkilerle
beslenir.

Yayihlisi: Tirkiye'nin dogusu (Igdir, Agri, Kars, Erzurum, Bitlis ve Van illeri),
Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Tiirkmenistan ve Iran'da dagilis gosterir ve dikey
dagiimi 3500 m'ye kadardir. Kuzeydogu iran ve Tiirkmenistan’da dadilis
gosteren populasyon bazen ayr bir tiir (£. kopetdaghica) olarak kabul edilir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eremias strauchi Kessler, 1878
Strauch’s Racerunner

Identification: A relatively small lizard with a total body length up to 20 cm.
Dorsals small and granular. Ventrals tessellate (square) and form oblique rows
narrowing towards the posterior. The dorsum greenish-brown with light and
dark spots on the sides, vertebral region is spotless. In juveniles, longitudinal
lines or spots more obvious. Venter whitish.

Biology: It prefers semi-desert, stony, shrubland, and steppe habitats. Hides
in the holes and cracks in the soil. A female lays 3-7 eggs. Consumes insects
and plants.

Distribution: Its distribution range covers eastern Tirkiye (Igdir, Agr, Kars,
Erzurum, Bitlis and Van provinces), Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and
Iran with a vertical distribution up to 3500 m. The population existing in
northeastern Iran and Turkmenistan sometimes treated as a distinct species
(E. kopetdaghica).

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted

58



Eremias suphaniBasoglu & Hellmich, 1968
Siiphan Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Eremias strauchlye benzeyen ve toplam uzunlugu 20 cm'’ye kadar
olan kiiguk bir kertenkele tirtidiir. Sirtta yer alan renk desen ozellikleri de £.
strauchi tirine benzemektedir. Bununla birlikte, genglerde genellikle agik
renkli uzunlamasina lekeler mevcuttur. Karin kismi beyazimsidir.

Biyoloji: Ozellikle ok yogun bitki 6rtiisiine sahip olmayan ¢dl benzeri kumlu
ve tash habitatlarda yayilis gésterir. Topraktaki delik ve catlaklarda gizlenir.
Bdcekler ve bitkilerle beslenir. Bir disi 3-7 yumurta birakir.

Dagilis: ilk olarak Siiphan Dag eteklerinden tespit edilip tanimlanan ve uzun
yillar Tiirkiye'ye endemik olarak bilinen tiiriin yakin zamanda Iran'da dagilis
gosterdigine dair kayitlar  verilmistir.  Tilrkiye'de dodu Anadolu’da
bulunmaktadir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eremias suphaniBasoglu & Hellmich, 1968
Suphan Racerunner

Identification: A small lizard similar to £. strauchi, with a total length to 20
cm. The color and pattern of the dorsum is similar to £. strauchi. However,
juveniles often have light-colored longitudinal spots. The venter whitish.
Biology: The species is especially distributed in desert-like sandy and stony
habitats with sparse vegetation. Hides in the holes and cracks in the soil.
Feeds on insects and plants. A female lays 3-7 eggs.

Distribution: Eremias suphani was first described from the skirts of Mount
Slphan and known as endemic to Tirkiye for many years until recent papers
have reported recording from Iran. It is found in eastern Anatolia in Tirkiye.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Lacerta media Lantz & Cyrén, 1920
Dogu Yesil Kertenkelesi

Tanim: Vicut uzunlugu 50 cm’ye kadar olan iri bir kertenkele tiriddr.
Arasinda gentikler bulunan trapezoit karin pullari 6 uzunlamasina sira
olusturur. Bas altindaki pullari belirgin olarak tirtikhidir. Yavru ve geng
orneklerin sirtinda kahverengi zemin {izerinde bes sarimsi beyaz boyuna cizgi
bulunur, ergin erkeklerin sirti tamamen yesil ve boyun alti bdlgeleri
mavimsidir. Disilerde ise koyu yesil zemin lizerinde agik renk cizgiler arasinda
siyahimsi lekeler bulunur. Karin kismi yesilimsi beyaz veya saridir.

Biyoloji: Bu tirr, gindizleri taslk, kayalik, calilk veya gayirlik ormanlik
alanlarda dagilis gosterir. Ayrica ekili arazilerde, tarlalarda ve kirsal bahgelerde
de bulunabilir. Adaclara da gikabilir. Bir disi yilda iki kez 7-18 yumurta birakir.
Dagilis: Kafkasya bélgesinde, Tiirkiye’den giineye dogru iran, Irak, Suriye,
Israil, Urdiin ve Liibnan‘a kadar olan bdlgede deniz seviyesinden 2000 m
yiikseklige kadar dadilis gostermektedir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disI
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Lacerta media Lantz & Cyrén, 1920
Medium Lizard, Three-lined Lizard

Identification: A large, stout lizard with a total body length up to 50 cm.
Ventral plates trapezoidal, with notches in between, forming 6 longitudinal
rows. Collar strongly serrated. Juvenile and young specimens have five
yellowish white longitidunal lines on the brown dorsum, color of adult male
uniformly green and gular region blue. However, dark markings present
between the light longitidunal lines on dark green dorsal ground color in
females. The venter is greenish white or yellow.

Biology: This diurnal species is found in woodland with a scrub or grassy
understory, with stony and rocky areas. It can also be found in cultivated
lands, plantations, and rural gardens. It can climb trees. A female lays two
clutches of 7-18 eggs annually.

Distribution: Distributed in the Caucasus Region, Turkiye towards south to
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon with a vertical distribution up to
2000 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Lacerta strigata Eichwald, 1831
Cizgili Kertenkele

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 30 cm'ye kadar veya biraz daha uzun olabilir. Sakak
bélgesinde pul sayisi azdir. Genglerin kahverengi sirtlarinda bes adet
uzunlamasina aglk renkli ¢izgi mevcuttur. Erigkin erkeklerde bu gizgiler
kaybolur ve homojen yesil hale gelir. Disilerde gizgiler mevcut olup arasinda
koyu lekeler mevcuttur. Erigkinlerde sirt yesil, arka bacaklar ve kuyruk
kahverengidir. Karin tarafi lekesiz yesilimsi beyazdir.

Biyoloji: Bu tiiriin populasyonlari, sazliklar, yar ¢6l habitatlar, ova ve dag
bozkirlari, galilik ve benzeri alanlarda dadilis gostermektedir. Bir disi yilda iki
kez 6-11 yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Tirkiye (Igdir ili, Agri Dadi civari), Rusya’nin giineyi, Gircistan,
Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, iran’in kuzeyi ve Tirkmenistan’in giineybatisinda
bulunur. Deniz seviyesinden 3000 m yiikseklige kadar dagilis gostermektedir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Lacerta strigata Eichwald, 1831
Caspian Green Lizard, Striated Lizard

Identification: Body length up to 30 cm or slightly longer. The number of
scales in the temporal region low. Five longitudinal light-colored lines on the
brown dorsum of juveniles. These lines disappear in adult males and become
homogeneous green. Females with dark spots amongst the lines. Dorsum
green, hind limbs, and tail brown in adults. The venter is immaculate, greenish
white.

Biology: Populations of this species is found in areas with rushes, clay semi-
deserts, lowland, and montane steppes, brush, shrubs, and similar habitats.
A female lays 6-11 eggs and two clutches annually.

Distribution: Occurs in Tirkiye (Igdir province, around Mount Ararat),
southern Russia, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, northern Iran, southwest of
Turkmenistan. Vertical distribution is high up to 3000 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Ophisops elegans Ménétries, 1832
Tarla Kertenkelesi, Yilan Gozlii Kertenkele

Tanim: Viicut uzunlugu 15-16 cm kadar olabilen kiiglik bir kertenkele tiirtidir.
Serbest goz kapaklari yoktur. G6z kapaklari, yilanlara benzer sekilde gozlerin
oniinde seffaf bir disk halindedir. Dorsal pullar karinali ve imbrikat (cati
kiremitleri gibi) dizilimlidir. Sirt taraf sarimsi gri veya kahverengi olup Uizerinde
koyu lekeler vardir, sirt yanlarinda genellikle agik renkli bir gizgi bulunur.
Benzer ikinci bir gizgi daha viicudun yan taraflarinda karin kismina yakin olarak
bulunabilir. Karin tarafi sarimsi beyazdir.

Biyoloji: Genellikle seyrek bitki 6rtlistine sahip agik kurak ovalarda, tarla
kenarlarinda ve tarim alanlari arasinda, kayalik habitatlarda ve bozkirlarda
yasayan, ¢ok gesitli habitat tercihlerine sahip tiirdiir. Genellikle giindiizleri
boceklerle beslenen bir tirdir. Bir disi 2-6 yumurta birakir.

Dadgilis: Guney Balkanlar, Tiirkiye, Kibris da dahil olmak lzere Ege ve Akdeniz
adalarindan giineybati Asya'ya ve kuzey Hindistan’da Pencap’a kadar dadilis
gosteren bir tlrdlr. Deniz seviyesinden 2000 m yiikseklie kadar dadilis
gostermektedir. Agri Dadi gevresinde yaygin olan kertenkele tiirlerindendir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi

65



Ophisops elegans Ménétries, 1832
Snake-eyed Lizard, Snake-eyed Lacertid

Identification: A small lizard with a total length up to 15-16 cm. Free eyelids
absent. Eyelids are fused, forming a transparent disc in front of the eyes,
similar to that of a snake. Dorsal scales are keeled and imbricated. Dorsum is
yellowish gray or brown with dark markings, usually with two dorsolateral light
colored longitidunal lines. The venter is yellowish white.

Biology: It is a ground-dwelling species with diverse habitat preferences,
usually inhabiting open arid plains with sparse vegetation, edges and between
the agricultural fields, rocky habitats, and steppes. It is a diurnal species
feeding generally on insects. A female lays 2-6 eggs.

Distribution: It has a large distribution range extending from southern
Balkans, Tirkiye, Aegean and Mediterranean islands including Cyprus to
southwest Asia and Punjab in north India with a vertical distribution up to
2000 m. A common species of Mount Ararat and its surroundings.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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Eumeces schneideri (Daudin, 1802)
Sari Kertenkele, Kegemen

Tanim: Biiylk boyutlu ve saglam yapili, toplam viicut uzunlugu 50 cm’ye
kadar olan bir kertenkele tiriidiir. Oval sekilli kulak delikleri bariz ve kulak
acgikliginin 6n tarafinda 3-6 adet liggen seklinde genislemis pul bulunur.
Viicudun yan taraflarinda, Ust dudak plaklarinin arkasindan baglayip arka
uzuvlara kadar siirekli olarak uzanan turuncu bantlar ile karakterize edilir. Sirt
zemin rengi kahverengiden griye veya sarimsi-kahverengiye kadar degisir. Bu
zemin Uzerinde kirmizimsi veya sarimsi kiiguk lekeler bulunur. Karin kismi agik
saridir.

Biyoloji: izole populasyonlar olarak az bitki 6rtiisiine sahip kumlu topraklara
sahip habitatlarda dagilis gosterirler. Tas altinda, kendi kazdiklar veya diger
hayvanlar tarafindan agilan oyuklarda saklanirlar. Cok hizli hareket eder ve
gbzlenmesi zordur. Guindizleri omurgasizlar ve kertenkelelerle beslenir. Bir
disi 6-20 yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Kuzey Afrika, Anadolu, Kibris'tan bati ve orta Asya’ya kadar uzanan
genis bir yayilis arali§ina sahiptir. Deniz seviyesinden 1800 m yiikseklige kadar
dadilis gdstermektedir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eumeces schneideri (Daudin, 1802)
Berber skink, Schneider’s Skink

Identification: A large, stout skink with a total body length up to 50 cm.
Oval shaped ear openings are big with 3-6 triangular shaped scales at the
anterior edge. Characterized by orange-yellow bands on the flanks that extend
continuously from the posterior supralabials to the hind limbs. Dorsum color
changes from brown to gray or yellowish-brown with reddish or yellowish
small spots on it. Venter is light yellow.

Biology: Distributed in habitats with sandy soil with little vegetation as
isolated populations. It hides under stones or in holes that are dug by itself or
other burrowing animals. It moves very fast and is difficult to observe.
Diurnally feeds on various invertebrates and lizards. A female lays 6-20 eggs.
Distribution: It has a large distribution range extending from north Africa,
Anatolia, Cyprus Island to west and middle Asia with a vertical distribution up
to 1800 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Heremites septemtaeniatus (Reuss, 1834)
Noktali Tiknaz Kertenkele

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu yaklasik 20 cm olan tiknaz bir kertenkele tlrudiir.
Alt goz kapadinda merkezi ve saydam bir disk bulunur. Kulak acikhd
belirgindir. Sirtta boyuna genellikle dort sira kiiglik koyu leke mevcuttur,
yanlarda da benzer lekeler vardir. Sirt rengi gri veya kahverengidir. Karin kismi
acik gri veya agik saridir.

Biyoloji: Dadlik alanlarda, kuru nehir deresindeki taglar ve kayalar danhil
olmak tizere yogun bitki ortlisi olan nehir kiyilari ve nemli alanlarda yasarlar.
Bocekler, diiz kanathlar, hamambdcekleri, Oriimcekler, akrepler ve
myriapodlar ile beslenir. Ovovivipar disiler 3-8 yavruyu canl olarak dogurur
(yumurta gelisimi viicudun iginde gergeklesir).

Dagilis: Daha 6nce Heremites auratus'un bir alt tiir(i olarak kabul edilen bu
tlir, son galismalara gore ayn bir tiir olarak kabul edilmektedir. Ancak, Orta
Dogu’da H. auratus'un (s. ) taksonomisi hala tartismalidir. Burada, daha 6nce
yayinlanan bir calismaya dayanilarak Agri Dadi'nda H. septemtaeniatus
trindn bulundudu kabul edilmistir. Agri Dadi cevresindeki orneklerin
taksonomisini netlestirmek icin daha fazla calismaya ihtiyag vardir. AH.
septemtaeniatus ayn bir tiir olarak ele alindidinda, H. auratus'un yayilis alani
Yunanistan ve Turkiye'yi kapsarken; H. septemtaeniatus Ermenistan,
Azerbaycan, Tiirkmenistan, Tiirkiye'nin dogusu, Iran, Irak, Suudi Arabistan,
Suriye, Bahreyn ve Katar'da yayilis géstermektedir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Heremites septemtaeniatus (Reuss, 1834)
Golden Grass Mabuya

Identification: A stout lizard with a total length about 20 cm. The lower
eyelids have a central transparent disc. Ear openings are distinct. Four more
or less complete longitudinal rows of small dark spots on the dorsum, similar
spots present also on the flanks. Ground color of dorsum is gray or brown.
The venter is light gray or light yellow.

Biology: It inhabits on river banks and in humid areas that are densely
vegetated, including stones and rocks in dry river creek in mountainous areas.
Feeds mainly on beetles, orthopterans, cockroaches, spiders, scorpions, and
myriapods. Ovoviviparous females give birth to 3-8 live youngs.
Distribution: This species had been treated as a supspecies of Heremites
auratus but now considered as a full species according to the recent studies.
However, the taxonomy of H. auratus (s. /) in the Middle East is still
controversial. Here in this book, it is considered that H. septemtaeniatus
occurs in the surroundings of Mount Ararat based on a previously published
paper. More studies needed to clarify the taxonomy of the specimens around
Mount Ararat. Considering H. septemtaeniatus as a distinct species,
distribution of H. auratus covers Greece and Tiirkiye while H. septemtaeniatus
is distributed from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and eastern Tirkiye to
Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Bahrain, and Qatar.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eryx jaculus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Mahmuzlu Yilan, iki Bagh Yilan

Tanim: Toplam viicut uzunlugu 80 cm’ye kadar olan zararsiz bir yilan tiriddr.
Kuyruk kisa, sert ve yaklasik olarak bas kadar kalindir. Bu nedenle bazi
yorelerde iki bash yilan adi verilmektedir. Sirt pullari dizdiir ve karin plaklari
dardir. GOz bebekleri dikeydir. Sirt taraf esmer veya pembemsi kahverengidir
ve (zerinde sarimsi pembe lekeler bulunur. Karin kismi sarimsi zemin (izerine
koyu lekelidir.

Biyoloji: Kurak, kumlu ve gakilli alanlarda yayilis gosterir, yari ¢l habitatlari
tercih eder. Gindiiz topraga veya kuma gomdildr. Alaca karanlikta avlanir.
Geceleri esas olarak kuglik kemirgenler ve kertenkelelerle beslenir. Ovovivipar
bir disi 6-20 canli yavru dogurur.

Dagihis: Balkanlar ve Yunanistan'dan Tirkiye ve Kafkasya bdlgesine, Orta
Dogu'ya ve Fas'a kadar uzanan yaygin bir tiirdlr. Deniz seviyesinden 1700 m
yiikseklige kadar dadilis géstermektedir. Tirkiye'de boa yilanlarinin bulundugu
aileye dahil tek tlirdar.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: II
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Eryx jaculus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Javelin Sand Boa, Sand Boa

Identification: A harmless snake with a total body length up to 80 cm. Tail
short and stiff and approximately as thick as head. That is why it is called as
two-headed snake in some regions. Dorsal scales are smooth and ventral
plaques are narrow. Pupils vertical. Dorsum pinkish or tan-brown with
yellowish pink blotches. Venter yellowish with darker blotches.

Biology: It is distributed in arid, sandy, and gravelly areas, prefers semi-
desert habitats. It is a nocturnal species and buries itself in soil or sand in the
daytime. Nocturnally feeds mainly on small rodents and lizards. An
ovoviviparous female gives birth to 6-20 live youngs.

Distribution: Widespread species ranging from the Balkans and Greece
towards Tirkiye and Caucasus region and to the Middle East reaching to
Morocco with a vertical distribution up to 1700 m. It is the only species
belonging the family of boa constrictors in Tirkiye.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: II
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Dolichophis schmidti (Nikolsky, 1909)
Kirmizi Yilan

Tanim: Boyu 2 m‘ye ulasabilen nispeten kalin ve uzun yilan tirlerinden biridir.
GOz bebekleri yuvarlaktir. Sirt pullari karinasizdir. Sirt lekesiz ve kirmizimsi-
turuncudur. Sirt pullarinin dis kenarlari daha agik renktedir. Geng drnekler
sarimsi-kahverengi ve yavru/geng bireyler gri zemin (izerinde desenlidir. Alt
taraf genglerde sarimsi beyaz olup, erginlerde bas alti sarimsi beyaz diger
kisim agik kirmizidir.

Biyoloji: Tash alanlari, callar, tarlalari ve dereleri tercih eder. Kigik
memeliler (6zellikle kemirgenler), kuslar ve kertenkelelerle beslenir. Hizli
hareket eder ve sikistinldidinda veya tutulmaya galisildiginda hemen isirir
ancak zehirli dedildir, dolayisiyla insanlar icin tehlikesi yoktur. Bir disi 7-11
yumurta birakir.

Dagilis: Rusya, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Tirkmenistan ve Gircistan’dan
Tirkiye, iran, Urdiin ve Suriye’'ye kadar uzanir. 2000 m yiikseklie kadar
dadilis gostermektedir. Tirkiye'de 6zellikle Orta ve Dogu Anadolu’da bulunur.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disI
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Dolichophis schmidti (Nikolsky, 1909)
Red-Bellied Racer, Schmidt’s Whip Snake

Identification: A stout and long snake that can reach up to 200 cm. Pupils
round. Dorsal scales not keeled. Dorsum spotless and reddish-orange.
Subadult specimens yellowish-brown and juvenile/young ones grey with dark
markings. The venter is yellowish white in youngs while the gular is yellowish
white and the other part is light red in adults.

Biology: It prefers stony areas, bushes, fields, and creeks. Feeds on small
mammals, birds, and lizards. It moves quickly and bites immediately when
feels threatened and cornered or attempted to hold but it is a hon-venomous
and not hazardous snake for humans. A female lays 7-11 eggs.
Distribution: Ranges from Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and
Georgia to Tirkiye, Iran, Jordan, and Syria with a vertical distribution up to
2000 m. Distributed in Central and Eastern Anatolia in Tirkiye.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eirenis collaris (Ménétriés, 1832)
Yakah Yilan

Tanim: Toplam viicut uzunlugu 40 cm‘ye kadar olan kiictik ve ince yapili bir
yilan tirtdir. G6z bebekleri yuvarlak ve sirt pullan karinasizdir. Sirt rengi
kirmizimsi-kahverengiden griye kadar dedisiklik gosterebilir ve lekesizdir.
Belirgin bir koyu ense bandi (yaka) vardir. Bastaki siyah lekeler, erigkin
orneklerde siliklesirken, juvenillerde (yavru) belirgindir. Sirt pullarinin
kenarlarinda ince siyah bir gizgi vardir. Karin kismi sarimsi beyaz ve lekesizdir.
Biyoloji: Bu zararsiz yilan, seyrek bitki 6rtlisii olan tagh yamaglar tercih eder.
Taslarin altina saklanir. Bocekler, oriimcekler ve nadiren kertenkelelerle
beslenir. Yari ¢dl tagh habitatlarda da bulunabilir. Bir disi 4-8 yumurta birakir.
Dagilis: Tirkiye'nin dogusu, Giircistan, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Rusya
(Azerbaycan sininna yakin bélgelerde), kuzey Irak ve Iran'da dadilis
gostermektedir. Deniz seviyesinden 1600 m vyiikseklije kadar dadilis
goOstermektedir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eirenis collaris (Ménétriés, 1832)
Collared Dwarf Snake

Identification: A small and slender snake with a total body length up to 40
cm. Pupils round, dorsal scales not keeled. Immaculate dorsum plain reddish-
brown to gray. Nape with a distinct dark band (collar). Black markings on the
head distinct in juveniles, not so in adults. Dorsal scales with a thin black line
at the edges. Venter yellowish-white without maculations.

Biology: This harmless snake prefers sparsely vegetated stony slopes. Hides
under stones. Feeds on insects, spiders, and rarely lizards. It can also be found
in semi-desert stony habitats. A female lays 4-8 eggs.

Distribution: Its distribution covers eastern Tiirkiye, Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Russia (in areas near Azerbaijan border), northern Iraq, and Iran
with a vertical distribution up to 1600 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eirenis modestus (Martin, 1838)
Uysal Yilan

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu 70 cm’ye kadar olan zararsiz ince bir yilan ttrtdiir.
Go6z bebedi yuvarlak, sirt pullar karinasizdir. Sirt genellikle lekseiz ve sarimsi-
kahverengiden koyu kahverengiye kadar dedisir. Ancak bazi bireylerde daha
acik zemin renginde koyu lekeler mevcuttur. Bag Ustlindeki koyu lekeler ve
ense kisminda bulunan siyah bant genglerde daha barizdir, yas ilerledikge
kaybolur. Nadiren melanistik bireyler gorilir. Karin kismi lekesiz sarimsi-
beyazdir.

Biyoloji: Seyrek veya yiiksek vejetasyonlu taslik alanlarda gorilir ve taglarin
altinda bulunabilir. Bécekler, driimcekler ve bazen solucanlarla beslenir. Bu
uysal yilan, ele alindiinda nadiren isirir ve zehirsizdir. Bir disi 3-8 yumurta
birakir.

Dagilis: Yunanistan adalari ve Tirkiye'den doduya, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan,
Gurcistan ve Rusya dahil olmak lzere Kafkasya bolgesine kadar uzanir. Deniz
seviyesinden 2000 m vyiiksekliklere kadar gorilebilir. Andorra’da insanlar
tarafindan tasinan bir tiir olarak gériiimektedir ve Iran ve Irak'taki varligi
dogrulanmalidir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Eirenis modestus (Martin, 1838)
Ring-Headed Dwarf Snake

Identification: A harmless slender snake with a total length up to 70 cm.
Pupils round, dorsal scales not keeled. Dorsum generally immaculate and
yellowish-brown to dark brown but some individuals with dark markings on
the lighter ground color. Dark markings on the head and band on the nape
distinct in youngs, not so in adults. Melanistic individuals seen rarely.
Immaculate venter yellowish-white.

Biology: Occupies sparsely or more vegetated stony areas and can be found
under stones. Feeds on insects, spiders, and sometimes earthworms. This
non-venomous docile snake rarely bites when handled. A female lays 3-8
eggs.

Distribution: Ranges from Greek islands and Turkiye eastwards to the
Caucasus region including Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Russia with a
vertical distribution up to 2000 m. It inhabits as a reintroduced species in
Andorra and its presence in Iran and Iraq should be confirmed.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Eirenis punctatolineatus (Boettger, 1892)
Van Yilani

Tanim: Dider Eirenistiirleri ile karsilagtirildiginda nispeten daha kalin bir yilan
tlrtdur. Toplam uzunlugu 50 cm'ye ulasabilir. G6z bebegdi yuvarlak, sirt pullar
karinasizdir. Sirt rengi sarimsi-kahverengi olup kuyruga dogru birlesen ve
sirtta iki Gizgi olusturan uzunlamasina koyu lekeler mevcuttur. Bas ve
boyundaki lekeler soluk renklidir. Ense bandi az belirgin veya belirsizdir.
Biyoloji: Seyrek tash alanlarda yasar ve genellikle tasin altina gizlenir.
Genellikle boceklerle beslenirler. Nadiren isirir ve zehirsizdir.

Dagilis: Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, iran, Irak ve Tiirkiye'de bulunur. Genellikle
1000 m Uzerinde, deniz seviyesinden 2000 m yikseklige kadar dadilis
gostermektedir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disI
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Eirenis punctatolineatus (Boettger, 1892)
Dotted Dwarf Snake

Identification: More stout snake species compared to other Eirenis species
that can reach 50 cm. Pupils round, dorsal scales smooth (not keeled). Dorsal
ground color yellowish-brown with two rows of longitudinal dark spots that
merge towards the tail forming a line. Head and neck with faint markings.
Nape band not distinct or completely lacking.

Biology: Lives in sparse stony parts and usually hides under the stone. It
usually consumes insects. It rarely bites and is non-venomous.
Distribution: Distributed in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, and Tirkiye with
a vertical distribution up to 2000 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Elaphe urartica Jablonski et al., 2019
Sari Yilan/Urartu Yilani

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu 230 cm‘ye kadar erisebilen biiylik ve kalin bir yilan
turudir. Sarimsi zemin rengi Uzerine koyu lekeler ile belirgin bir sirt deseni
mevcuttur ve bazen yetiskinlerde zemin rengi ile kaynasmistir. Gézbebekleri
yuvarlak, sirt pullari karinalidir. Basin her iki yaninda bulunan temporal bantlar
belirgindir ve gdziin 6niine kadar devam eder. Viicudun yan kisimlari genellikle
iki cizgi olusturan koyu noktalara sahiptir. Karin kismi kiiglik koyu lekelere
sahiptir ve sarimsi beyazdir.

Biyoloji: Kayalik kisimlar, bozkirlar ve bazen yari ¢6l habitatlar ile calilik ve
orman kenarlarinda yasayan giindiizleri aktif ve zehirli olmayan bir tirdir.
Ayrica tarim alanlarinin yakininda da bulunabilir. Kemirgenler, kuslar ve kus
yumurtalari ile beslenir. Bir disi 4-16 yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Dodu Anadolu ve Kafkasya bdlgesinin bazi bdélgelerindeki
populasyonlar Elaphe urartica (bkz. Jablonski vd., 2019) olarak yeni bir tiir
seklinde tanimlanmistir. Deniz seviyesinden 2500 m yiiksekliklere kadar
gorilebilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: NE; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Elaphe urartica Jablonski et al., 2019
Eastern Four-Lined Ratsnake, Blotched Ratsnake

Identification: A big and stout snake with a total length up to 230 cm.
Dorsum with a distinct pattern consisting of dark blotches on the yellowish
ground color, sometimes fused with ground color in adults. Pupils round,
dorsal scales keeled. Temporal band on each side of the head distinct and
continues towards the front of the eye. Flanks with dark spots, generally
forming two lines. Venter yellowish-white with small dark spots.

Biology: A diurnal and non-venomous species inhabiting shrubland and forest
edges with rocky parts, steppes, and sometimes semi-desert habitats. It can
also be found near agricultural fields. Feeds mainly on rodents, birds, and bird
eggs. A female lays 4-16 eggs.

Distribution: Populations in eastern Anatolia and parts of the Caucasus
region were described as a separate new species, Elaphe urartica (see
Jablonski et al., 2019). Vertical distribution up to 2500 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: NE; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted

84



Hemorrhois ravergieri (Ménétries, 1832)
Kocabas Yilan

Tanim: Toplam uzunlugu yaklasik 150 cm‘ye kadar ulasabilen ve bagi iri olan
bir yilan tiiriidiir. insan icin zararsizdir. Géz bebekleri yuvarlak olup sirt pullari
karinalidir. Sirt tarafi sarimsi veya kahverengi-grimsi zemin rengi Gzerinde az-
ok eliptik koyu lekelidir ve bu lekeler birlesip zikzak bir serit olusturabilir. Bazi
bireylerde sirt deseni zehirli engerek tiirlerine gok benzer. Basin Ustiinde ve
yanlarinda koyu lekelenmeler mevcuttur. Basin yanlarinda biri gézin altindan
agiz kismina dogru dideri de goziin arkasindan gévde kismina dogru iki koyu
renkli serit bulunur. Gévde yanlarinda bir sira yuvarlagimsi lekeler bulunur.
Sirt ve yanlardaki lekeler kuyruk kisminda birleserek gizgi olusturur. Karin kismi
sarimsi-beyaz renkli olup Gzerinde kiiglik siyah noktalar bulunur.

Biyoloji: Agresif bir yilan tiri olan Kocabas Yilan, ylksek rakimlara adapte
olmustur ve seyrek bitkili taglik-kayalik alanlarda yasar. Genel olarak
kertenkele, kiglik kemirgenler ve kus yavrulariyla beslenir. Bir disi 3-10 arasi
yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Tirkiye'nin dogu kismindan Kafkaslara ve Orta ve Yakin Dogu
bélgelerine, Afganistan, Pakistan, kuzeye dogru Ozbekistan’a ve kuzeybati
Cin’e kadar genis bir dagilisi vardir. Kibris'ta da bulunur. 900 m’den 4000 m
ylikseklige kadar goriilebilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Hemorrhois ravergieri (Ménétries, 1832)
Spotted Whip Snake, Variegated Racer

Identification: A snake with a large head and total length up to 150 cm.
Harmless to humans. Pupils round, dorsal scales keeled. Dorsal ground color
yellowish or brownish-gray with elliptical darker maculations which usually join
to form a zig-zag pattern. Dorsal pattern mimics venomous vipers. Dark
markings on top and sides of the head. Two dark temporal bands on the sides
of the head, one from under the eye to the mouth and the other from the
back of the eye to the body. Flanks with dark roundish blotches. Dorsal and
lateral markings fuse and form lines on the tail. Venter yellowish-white with
blackish spots.

Biology: An aggressive snake adapted to high elevations and found in rocky
areas, mountain cliffs with sparse vegetation. Feeds mainly on lizards, birds,
and rodents. A female lays 3-10 eggs.

Distribution: Has a large distribution range from Tirkiye east to the
Caucasus, the Middle and Near East reaching to Afghanistan and adjacent
areas in Pakistan and towards north to Uzbekistan and northwestern China.
Also occurs in Cyprus. Vertical distribution between 900-4000 m.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Platyceps najadum (Eichwald, 1831)
Ok Yilani

Tanim: Boyu 150 cm kadar olabilen ince yapili bir yilan tiirtdir. Sirt pullari
diiz ve g6z bebekleri yuvarlaktir. Sirt rengi viicudun bas kismina dogru 6n
tarafinda gri veya mavimsi kahverengi, arka kisimda ise sarimsi veya
kirmizimsi kahverengidir. Boyun kisminin her iki yaninda az gok yuvarlak koyu
lekeler bulunur, bunlarin kenarlari ise daha agik renklidir. Bu lekeler viicudun
arkasina dodru kiictilerek kaybolur. Gozlerin 6n ve arka kenarlari sarimsi ince
bir bantla gevrelenmistir. Alt tarafi diiz sarimsi-beyazdir.

Biyoloji: Giindiiz aktif olan bu zehirsiz yilan tiri kuru taslik ve gallik
habitatlar tercih eder, bahgeler ve tarim arazilerinin yakininda da gordilebilir.
Cok hizli hareket eder, cali ve adaglara tirmanabilir. Hareket ederken
viicudunun 6n kismini yukar kaldirir. Bu hareketleri nedeniyle halk arasinda
“Ok Yilan1” adiyla bilinir. Kertenkele ve bdcek tirleri ile beslenir, bir disi 3-16
yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Dadilis alani giiney Balkanlar, Yunanistan, Kibris, Tirkiye, Liibnan,
Suriye, Irak ve doguya dogru Azerbaycan, iran, Tirkmenistan ve Rusya’nin
giiney bolgelerini kapsamaktadir. 2200 m yiikseklige kadar gorilebilir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Platyceps najadum (Eichwald, 1831)
Dahl’s Whip Snake

Identification: A slender snake with a total body length up to 150 cm. Dorsal
scales smooth, pupils round. Dorsum gray or bluish-brown anteriorly,
yellowish or reddish-brown posteriorly. There is a row of more or less rounded
black markings on each side of the neck, the edges of which with a lighter
line. These markings get smaller posteriorly and disappear. The front and back
edges of the eyes surrounded by a thin yellowish band. Venter plain yellowish-
white.

Biology: A non-venomous diurnal species that prefers dry, stony, and bushy
areas; also seen in gardens and near to agricultural fields. It can climb on
bushes and trees fast. Keeps anterior part of its body above the ground while
accelerating. Due to its moving style, nicknamed as “Arrow Snake”. Feeds on
lizards and insects, a female lays 3-16 eggs.

Distribution: Its distribution range covers southern Balkans, Greece, Cyprus,
Turkiye, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, eastwards to Azerbaijan, Iran, and
Turkmenistan, including southern Russia with a vertical distribution up to 2200
m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Zamenis hohenackeri (Strauch, 1873)
Kafkas Yilani

Tanim: Boyu 75 cm kadar olabilen ince yapili bir tiirdir. Goz bebekleri
yuvarlak, sirt pullari diizdiir. Sirt zemin rengi gri veya sarimsi kahverengi olup
lzerinde genellikle iki sira halinde ve bazen de birlesen yuvarlagimsi koyu
kahverengi lekeler bulunur. Farkli cografik bélgelerde sirt deseni ve rengi
degiskenlik gosterebilir. Vicudun yan taraflarinda lekeler bulunur. Bas
yanlarinda goziin arkasindan bagin arkasina dogru uzanan koyu renkli belirgin
bir temporal serit bulunur. Karin tarafi siyahimsi gri olup lizerinde kirmizimsi
veya turuncu kiiglk lekeler bulunur.

Biyoloji: Zehirsiz ve uysal olan bu yilan tiri giindiiz aktiftir. Agik alanlar,
vadiler ve vyamaglarin taslk kisimlarinda, dadlik bdlgelerin ormanlk
kisimlarinda yasar. Bahge ve tarim arazilerinin yakininda da gordlebilir. Bir disi
3-7 arasinda yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Dadilisinin blyik kismi Tirkiye sinirlar iginde kalmaktadir. Ayrica
Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Gircistan, Rusya’nin gliney tarafi, Suriye, Liibnan,
Irak ve Iranin kuzeyinde de bulunur. 3000 metreye kadar gériilebilir.
Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Zamenis hohenackeri (Strauch, 1873)
Caucasian Rat Snake, Transcaucasian Rat Snake

Identification: A slender snake with a total body length up to 75 cm. Pupils
round, dorsal scales smooth. Dorsal color gray or yellowish-brown with
roundish dark markings usually forming two lines, sometimes fused. Dorsal
color and pattern can show variation in different geographical regions. Dark
spots on flanks. The dark temporal band distinct. Venter blackish-gray with
small reddish or orange maculations.

Biology: A non-venomous and harmless diurnal species inhabiting largely
open and rocky slopes, valleys, and forest edges in mountainous areas. It can
be found near gardens and cultivated areas. A female lays 3-7 eggs.
Distribution: Most of its distribution area remains within Tirkiye. Also occurs
in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, southern Russia (Caucasus), northern Iran
and Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon with a vertical distribution up to 3000 m.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Zamenis longissimus (Laurenti, 1768)
Eskiilap Yilani

Tanim: Boyu 150 cm’ye kadar ulasabilen biylk bir yilan tiradar. Goz
bebekleri yuvarlak, sirt pullar diizdir (karinasizdir). Erigkin bireylerde sirt
tarafi siyahimsi veya koyu kahverengi olup Gzerinde kiiglik beyaz lekelenmeler
vardir. Geng bireylerde ise desen farkli olup, boz-kahverengi veya grimsi zemin
lzerinde koyu lekelidir. Basin arkasinda yanlardan alt tarafa dogru yarim ay
seklinde uzanan sarimsi pembemsi agik renkli bir bdlge bulunur. Alt tarafi
sarimsi renkte ve lekesizdir.

Biyoloji: Ormanlik alanlarda, orman sinirlarindaki ve calilik alanlardaki kayalik
kisimlari ve nemli cayir habitatlan tercih eder. Bu zehirsiz tiir temelde kiiglik
kemirgenler ve kuslarla beslenir. Adaclara tirmanabilir. Bir disi 2-18 arasi
yumurta birakir.

Dagilis: Cografi dagilisi genis bir tiir olup kuzey Ispanya ve giiney italya'dan
Fransa ve Almanya'yl da kapsayacak sekilde Balkanlara ve Turkiye, Gurcistan,
Azerbaycan ve Iran‘a kadar uzanir. 2000 m yiikseklige kadar gorilebilir.
Turkiye'nin dzellikle kuzey bolgelerinde ve Trakya'da bulunur.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Zamenis longissimus (Laurenti, 1768)
Aesculapian Ratsnake, Aesculapian Snake

Identification: A relatively big snake with a total length up to 150 cm. Pupils
round, dorsal scales smooth. Dorsum blackish or dark brown with small white
maculations in adults while dun-brown or grayish with dark maculations in
youngs. Yellowish-pinkish half-moon shaped markings present at the
posterolateral sides of the head. Immaculate venter yellowish.

Biology: Prefers rocky areas in the forests, forest edges, shrublands, and
moist meadows. It is non-venomous and feeds on small mammals and birds.
Can climb on trees. A female lays 2-18 eggs.

Distribution: Widespread species ranging from northern Spain and southern
Italy in the south through France and Germany to the Balkan region, towards
to Tirkiye, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Iran with a vertical distribution up to 2000
m. In Trkiye, it can be found in northern parts and in Thrace region.
Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Malpolon insignitus (Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1827)
Cukurbash Yilan

Tanim: Toplam boyu 2 m olabilen biy(k bir yilandir. Basin Gzerinde gozler
arasinda boyuna uzanan gukurluk tiriin tipik 6zelliklerindendir. G6z bebekleri
yuvarlak, sirt pullarinin ortasinda biraz gukurluk vardir. Eriskin bireylerde sirt
kismi yesilimsi gri veya kahverengi ve lekesiz olup geng bireylerde gri veya
kahverengi zemin lizerinde koyu lekeler mevcuttur.

Biyoloji: Zehir digleri agzin arkasinda bulunan “yari zehirli” bir tiirdlr ancak
zehri insanlar icin tehlikeli degildir. Sinirli bir yapiya sahiptir ve bazen bir kobra
gibi basini ve gdvdesinin 6n kismini yukari dogru kaldirir. Az bitkili ve agagli
taslik ve kuru ortamlarda, agik alanlarda ve steplerde yasar. Bahgelerde ve
tarim arazilerinde su kanallarinin kenarlarinda da gordlir. Besinlerini kiigik
memeliler, kuslar ve kertenkeleler teskil eder. Bir disi 4-10 arasi yumurta
birakir.

Dagihis: Genis yayilish bir tiir olup dadilisi gliney Avrupa ve Balkanlar’dan
Kafkaslara ve bati Asya'ya kadar, glineye dogru ise Orta Dogu ve Kuzey
Afrika'ya kadar uzanir. 1600 m yiksekliklere kadar goriilebilir. Tirkiye'de de
Karadeniz Bolgesi harig birgok bolgede goriilebilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Malpolon insignitus (Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1827)
Eastern Montpellier Snake

Identification: A large sized snake with a total length up to 2 m. Longitudinal
concavity or groove between eyes. Pupils round, a depression on the dorsal
scales present. The dorsum of adults greenish-gray or brown without
markings while gray or brown with dark small blotches in youngs.

Biology: A semi-venomous snake not deadly to humans. An aggressive snake
and sometimes lifts its head and front part of its body upwards like a cobra.
Inhabits sparsely in vegetated rocky and dry habitats, arid open woodlands,
open areas, and steppes and also seen around irrigation ditches in gardens.
Feeds on small mammals, birds, and lizards. A female lays 4-20 eggs.
Distribution: A widespread species ranging from southern Europe, the
Balkans to the Caucasus and West Asia and towards south to the Middle East
and North Africa with a vertical distribution up to 1600 m. It can be found in
many areas in Turkiye except Black Sea Region.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758)
Kiipeli Su Yilam

Tanim: Boynu bariz sekilde ince olan bu tiirlin boyu 2 metreyi bulabilir. Goziin
on tarafinda tek pul vardir ve sirt pullar karinalidir. Kuyruk pullari ise diiz
bazen de hafif karinalidir. Sirt tarafin zemini grimsi veya esmer kahverengidir,
nadir olarak da siyahtir. Sirtta agik renkli boyuna uzanan iki cizgi genellikle
mevcuttur ancak bazen belirsizdir veya bulunmaz. Sirtta bu gizgilerin arasinda
ve viicudun yanlarinda siyah lekeler bulunur. Basin hemen arka yanlarinda
bulunan yarim ay seklinde sarimsi leke genellikle barizdir. Alt taraf sarimsi
beyaz olup, sik veya seyrek siyah lekelidir.

Biyoloji: Sucul habitatlara adapte olmus bu tiir daha gok suya yakin gayirlik
ve taslik kisimlarda yasar. Akarsu, gol ve goletler gibi durgun sulara avlanmak
icin girer, tarla, bahge ve evlerde de goriiliir. Kolay isirmaz ve zehrisizdir.
Yakalandiklarinda kloak bezlerinden kotli kokulu gazla karisik bir sivi
salgilarlar. Olii taklidi bu tiirde yaygin gériilen bir davranistir. Ana besinlerini
baliklar ve kurbagalar teskil eder. Bir disi 6-13 yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Codrafi dadiligi Avrupa’dan Afrika’nin kuzeybatisina uzanan, Orta
Asya, Tirkiye ve Kibris' da kapsayan genis yayiligh bir tirdir. 2400 m
yuksekliklere kadar gorilebilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Liste disi
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Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758)
Grass Snake

Identification: Grass snake with a slender neck, total length reaches to 200
cm. Single preoculare in the front of the eye. Dorsal scales keeled. Tail scales,
straight sometimes slightly keeled. Dorsum gray or greenish-brown and rarely
black. Usually two light-colored longitudinal lines present on the dorsum but
sometimes not distinct or is absent. With dark blotches on dorsolateral sides
and between light-colored lines. Yellowish crescent-shaped markings usually
distinct at posterolaterals of head. Venter yellowish-white, more or less with
black markings.

Biology: This snake is adapted to aquatic habitats, distributed in damp
meadows and close to the water with rocky-stony parts. It is also seen in calm
waters or streams, gardens, and cultivated fields. They do not bite and are
not-venomous. When handled, it secretes foul-smelling liquid from its cloacal
glands. Playing dead is also a common behavior for this species. Feeds mainly
on fish, amphibian larvae, and adults. A female lays 6-13 eggs.
Distribution: It has a wide distribution ranging from Europe to northwest of
Africa, extending towards east to Middle Asia including Cyprus with a vertical
distribution up to 2400 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted
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Natrix tessellata (Laurenti, 1768)
Damali Su Yilani

Tanim: Boyun kismi incedir ve boyu 120 cm olabilir. Goz bebegi yuvarlaktir,
goziin 6n tarafinda 2-4 pul vardir ve sirt ve kuyruk pullari karinalidir. Bu tiirde
basin arka kisminda yarim ay seklindeki leke yoktur. Sirt zemin rengi gri-
kahverengi olup Uzerinde siyah lekeler vardir, bazen lekeler belirsiz olup sirt
rengi siyaha yakindir. Ense kisminda genellikle ters V harfi seklinde siyah bir
desen bulunur. Alt kismi 6n tarafta pembemsi lzeri siyah lekelidir.

Biyoloji: Dere ve gol kenarlarindaki uygun alanlarda yasarlar. Toplu olarak
kis uykusuna yatarlar. Onceki tiir gibi yakalandiklarinda kloak bezlerinden kétii
kokulu gazla karisik bir sivi salgilarlar ve 6li taklidi yapabilirler. Baliklar,
kurbadalar ve dider bazi sucul organizmalar ile beslenirler. Bir disi 5-25 arasi
yumurta birakir.

Dagihis: Avrupa’dan Ukrayna dahil olacak sekilde Rusya, Kazakistan,
Kirgizistan ve Tacikistan’a; Afganistan‘dan Misir, Kibris ve Tirkiye'ye uzanan
genis bir codrafi dadihsi vardir. 3000 m vyiksekliklere kadar gorilebilir.
Turkiye'de yaygin bir tirdur.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: Ek III; CITES: Liste disi
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Natrix tessellata (Laurenti, 1768)
Dice Snake, Tessellated Water Snake

Identification: Total length up to 120 cm, with a slender neck. Pupils round,
2-4 preoculare in the front of the eye. Dorsal and tail scales keeled. No
crescent-shaped markings on both sides of head. Dorsal ground gray-brown
with black markings, sometimes completely black. Nape often with a black
marking in the shape of an “inverted V”. Anterior part of ventral pinkish with
black markings.

Biology: It is observed in the suitable areas on the sides of streams and
lakes. It hibernates together. When handled, it secretes foul-smelling
liquid/gas and play dead like N. natrix. Feeds on fish, amphibians and some
aquatic organisms. A female lays 5-25 eggs.

Distribution: A widespread species ranging from Europe through Ukraine to
Russia to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan; from Afghanistan to Tirkiye
and Egypt, including Cyprus island with a vertical distribution up to 3000 m.
It is a common species in Tirkiye.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: Appendix III; CITES: Unlisted
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Xerotyphlops vermicularis (Merrem, 1820)
Kor Yilan

Tanim: Solucana benzeyen ince yapili bir yilandir. Boyu 35 cm, viicut enine
Gap! ise 1 cm kadar olabilir. Vicutla ayni geniglikte kisa bir kuyruk kismi
bulunur ve kuyrugun ucunda kiclik bir diken vardir. Sirt ve karin pullari
birbirine benzer yapida ve sikloit sekillidir. indirgenmis gozler iki kiigiik siyah
nokta halinde goériinirler. Sirti diiz renkli pembemsi veya sarimsi kahverengi
olup karin kismi diiz sarimsi renktedir.

Biyoloji: Tas altlarinda ve nemli toprak icinde yasar. Ozellikle karinca ve
termit gibi kiiglik bdcekler ve bunlarin larvalari ile beslenir. Kuyruk ucundaki
dikeni topradi kazarak hareket etmek igin kullanir. Tutuldugunda kuyruk
dikenini batirmaya galisir ancak higbir zarar vermez.

Dagilis: Afganistan’dan batiya dogru Tirkiye, Kibris, Yunanistan,
Bulgaristan’in dogusu, Arnavutluk, ve eski Yugoslavya'nin gliney kesimlerini
kapsayan bir dadilisi vardir. 1600 m yiikseklige kadar gorilebilir. Tlrkiye'de
yaygin bir tlrdiir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: Ek III; CITES: Liste disi
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Xerotyphlops vermicularis (Merrem, 1820)
Eurasian Blind Snake, Worm Snake

Identification: A slender snake with an appearance like an earthworm. Body
length up to 30 cm, diameter of the body can reach up to 1 cm with a very
short tail with the same width as the mid-body. Dorsal and ventral scales
similar and cycloid shaped. A small keratin spine at the end of the tail.
Reduced eyes visible as two small black dots. Dorsum plain pinkish or
yellowish-brown, venter yellowish.

Biology: Lives under the stones and in moist soil. Feeds mainly on small
insects such as ants and termites and their larvae. The spine is used for
movement and digging under the soil. When it is handled, it tries to sting its
spine into the fingers but cannot cause any harm.

Distribution: It has a range westward from Afghanistan, covering Cyprus,
Turkiye, Greece, east Bulgaria, Albania, and the southern parts of former
Yugoslavia with a vertical distribution to 1600 m. It is a common species in
Tarkiye.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: Appendix III; CITES: Unlisted
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Montivipera raddei (Boettger, 1890)
Radde Engeregi

Tanim: Toplam boyu yaklagik 1 m kadar olabilen kalin yapili bir engerek
tiiriidiir. Ucgen seklindeki bagin iizeri karinali kiiiik pullar ile kaplidir. Radde
Engeredi ve Koca Engerek disinda bu kitapta ele alinan diger yilanlarda ise
bagin Uzeri buyilik plaklar ile ortiliidir. Sirt pullari da karinaldir. Basin iki
yaninda belirgin koyu bir serit bulunur. G6z bebekleri dikeydir (kedi géziinde
oldugu gibi). Gri-kahverengi sirt zemin rengi Uzerinde belirgin ve kenarlari
koyu olan esmer kahverengi lekeler vardir, bu lekeler genellikle zikzak desen
veya bir gerit olusturur. Bazen renk genel olarak gok koyu olur ve desenler
belirgin degildir. Viicudun yanlarinda sira halinde siyah lekeler vardir. Alt tarafi
sarimsl beyaz renkte olup Uzerinde kiiglik siyah noktalar bulunur.

Biyoloji: Daha gok 1000 m (izerindeki daglik habitatlara uyum saglamis bir
zehirli yilan (engerek) tiirlidir. Zehri insan Uzerinde etkilidir. Seyrek bitkili
kayallk alanlarda, vadilerdeki kayallk ve tashk bdlgelerde ve ugurum
kenarlarinda olusan kaya birikintilerinde yasar. Genel olarak gece aktif olan bir
tlirdir ve kemirgen, kus, kertenkele tirleriyle beslenir. Ovovivipar iremeye
sahiptir, yani yumurta gelisimi disinin viicudunda tamamlanir ve yavrular canl
bir sekilde dogurulur. Bir disi 3-9 yavru dogurur.

Dagihis: Tiirkiye’'nin Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Iran ve
Irak’ta bulunur. 2400 m yiiksekliklere kadar gikabilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: NT; BERN: Ek III; CITES: Liste disi
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Montivipera raddei (Boettger, 1890)
Radde’s Rock Viper

Identification: Total body length up to 100 cm. Triangle-shaped head with
small keeled scales on the top. The other snakes covered in this book, except
Radde’s Rock Viper and Blunt Nosed Viper, have larger plaques on their head.
Dorsal scales keeled. Distinct dark temporal stripes present on each side of
the head. Pupils vertical (like a cat eye). Dorsum gray-brown with a distinct
dun-brown zig-zag stripe or blotches the rims of which are darker. In some
specimens, the dorsum is very dark and the blotches are not distinct. Blackish
spots on flanks. Venter yellowish-white with small black maculations.
Biology: A venomous shake (viper) adapted to mountain habitats above 1000
m where it can be found in sparsely vegetated rocky areas, shrublands,
mountain cliffs, and rockslides. A venomous bite can be dangerous for human.
Primarily nocturnal, feeds on rodents, birds, and lizards. An ovoviviparous
female gives birth to 3-9 youngs.

Distribution: Distributed in eastern Tirkiye, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, and
Iraq with a vertical distribution up to 2400 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: NT; BERN: III; CITES: Unlisted

102



Macrovipera lebetinus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Koca Engerek

Tanim: Boyu 2 metreye ulasabilen oldukga kalin yapili bir yilandir ve
Tirkiye’'nin en biyiik engerek tiiriidir. Uggen seklindeki basin lzeri kiigiik
karinal pullar ile ortultdir. Sirt pullari da karinalidir. Goz bebekleri dikeydir.
Sirt tarafinda grimsi kahverengi zemin rengi lzerine koyu kahve veya kiremit
renginde iri belirgin lekeler vardir. Bu lekeler bazen iki pargalidir. Basin yan
taraflarindaki temporal seritler soluk renkli olup viicudun yanlarinda bir sira
koyu leke vardir. Alt tarafi pembemsi sari ve kiigik siyah noktalidir.

Biyoloji: Zehirli bir yilan olup, zehri insan (izerinde etkilidir. Diiz ovalar,
yamaglarin kayalik kisimlari, vadiler gibi farkli habitatlarda yasar. Ayrica
harabelerde, bahge ve tarim arazilerinin yakinlarinda da gordlebilir. Bazi
bélgelerde ovovivipar Uremeye sahiptir, yani yumurta gelisimi disinin
viicudunda tamamlanir ve yavrular canh bir sekilde dogurulur. Bir disi 5-7
yavru dogurur. Bazi bolgelerde ise ovipardir yani disari yumurta birakir.
Dagihis: Tirkiye ve Kibris'tan Kuzey Afrika, ve Bati ve Orta Asya'ya kadar
genis bir yayilisi vardir. 2500 m yiiksekliklere kadar gortlebilir.

Koruma durumu — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Liste disi
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Macrovipera lebetinus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Blunt-Nosed Viper, Levantine Viper

Identification: A stout snake with a total length up to 200 cm that makes
the species the largest viper of Tiirkiye. The top of head covered with small
keeled scales. Dorsal scales also keeled. Pupils vertical. Dorsum gray or dun-
brown with large darker brown or brick-red blotches which sometimes
separated into two pieces. Temporal bands faded, a row of dark markings on
each flank. Venter pinkish-yellow with small black spots.

Biology: A venomous snake that is dangerous for humans. Inhabits in diverse
habitats including flat meadows or slopes with rocky parts, mountain valleys,
also seen in ruins, near cultivated fields, and gardens. Primarily nocturnal,
feeds on rodents, birds, lizards, and snakes. It can be ovoviviparous or
oviparous depending on the region. An ovoviviparous female gives birth to 5-
7 youngs.

Distribution: A widespread species ranging from Tiirkiye and Cyprus to
North Africa, and towards West and Middle Asia with a vertical distribution up
to 2500 m.

Conservation status — IUCN: LC; BERN: II; CITES: Unlisted
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