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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Apiaceae (1)  

(Formerly known/sometimes also called Umbelliferae) (9) 
Common Name Carrot Family (1) 
Species 

Scientific 
Name 

 

Scientific Name  Sanicula crassicaulis Poepp. ex DC. (1) 
Varieties  N/A 
Sub-species  Sanicula crassicaulis var. crassicaulis (1) 

Sanicula crassicaulis var. tripartita (1)  

 
(1) 

Cultivar N/A 
Common 

Synonym(s)  
Sanicula crassicaulis var. crassicaulis (4) 
Sanicula crassicaulis var. tripartite (4) 
Sanicula menziesii var. foliacea (4) 
Sanicula menziesii var. pedata (4) 

Common 
Name(s) 

Pacific blacksnakeroot (1) 
Gamble weed (6) 
Pacific sanicle (8) 
 

Species Code  SACR2 (1) 
GENERAL INFORMATION 



Geographical 
range  

 
(1) 

 
(3) 
 
Distributed west of the Cascade crest and east of the Columbia River Gorge in 
Washington. Also found in British Columbia and California. (3) 

Ecological 
distribution  

Open slopes, ravines, woodlands (2)  
 
Meadows, balds, prairies, and open woods from the coast to low elevation in the 
mountains. (3) 

Climate and 
elevation 
range 

< 1500 m (2) 

Local habitat 
and abundance  

Unknown 



Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage  

This species is common in areas rich in nitrogen but lacking significant moisture. 
(9) 

Plant 
characteristics 

 
(Image 3) Habit: Upright, squatting plant between 24-120 cm tall. Taprooted. (2) 
(10) 
 

 
(Image 3) Leaf: Usually divided into 3 lobes but can sometimes be found with 5 
lobed leaves. They are green, with toothed edges. The upper leaves are sessile, 
while the lower leaves have long stalks connecting the leaf to the stem. (2) (10) 
 



 
(Image 3) Seed: Brown, bumpy, teardrop shaped. They have a deep groove on one 
side. (2) (10) 

 
(Image 3) Flower: Bisexual, yellow flowers growing in 3-12 in umbels at the top 
of the stem. (2) (10) 
 



 
(Image 3)  

 
(Image 3) Fruit: small (2--5 mm) and teardrop shaped, turning from green to 
brown when mature. Covered in bulbous prickles. (2) (10) 
 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  For the US Department of Agriculture’s propagation protocol for this species, seed 

was collected from Tennessee Valley, California. (5) 
Propagation 

Goal  
Plants (5) 

Propagation 
Method 

Seed (5) 

Product Type  Container (plug) (5) 
Stock Type Unknown 
Time to Grow  Unknown 



Target 
Specifications 

The plug should be firm in the container, showing that the root system is robust 
enough to survive outplanting. (5) 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions 

Collect seeds from mature, brown inflorescences between the first of May and the 
first of June. (5) 

Propagule 
Processing/Pro
pagule 
Characteristics  

Unknown 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

To break open fruits and clean the seeds, rub fruits over a screen then store in 
fridge. (5) 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial 
Crops  

Use flats with a media containing peat moss, perlite, macro and micro nutrients, 
gypsum, and dolomitic lime such as Sunshine Mix #4. (5) 

Establishment 
Phase Details 

Mix seeds with media then surface sow. Water with an automatic mist and 
irrigation system. 15 days after they are sown, seeds will germinate and can be 
transplanted to individual containers with a media containing peat moss, fir bark, 
perlite, and sand. (5) 

Length of 
Establishment 
Phase  

1 month (1) 

Active Growth 
Phase  

3 months after transplanting seedlings, move them to a shadehouse and fertilize 
with a fertilizer containing NPK 13-13-13, such as Nutriocote. (5) 
Since Sanicula crassicaulis is a summer dormant plant, the Sustainability in 
Prisons Project along with the Department of Corrections in Washington State and 
Evergreen College have found that incorporating a slow release fertilizer into the 
soil, decreasing irrigation going into summer and then increasing it again in late 
summer helps ensure success of the seedlings. (7) 

Length of 
Active Growth 
Phase  

3-4 months (5) 

Hardening 
Phase  

Unknown 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase  

Unknown 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping 

Unknown 

Length of 
Storage  

Unknown 



Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance 
on Typical 
Sites  

Unknown 

Other 
Comments 

N/A 
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