Seven steps to describing lesions in corals

If you see a lesion, first scan the area to detect possible
obvious causes (predation/competition). If the lesion
cannot be explained, record the following:

1. Name of coral, location and date.

2. Lesion: Tissue loss, Growth anomaly, Discoloration.
3. Lesion color (color chart bottom).

4. Distribution of lesion on colony.
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5. If present, color of border surrounding lesion (color

chart bottom).
6. Estimated percent of colony affected.

@ A) 25% @B) 50% @ C) 75%+

7. If tissue loss, pattern of algal colonization of skeleton
(purple-coral tissue; white-bare skeleton; green-algae).
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DISEASES OF HAWAIIAN CORALS

Diseases can Kill corals and can be a
manifestation of stressed reefs.

TR,

Hosts: M. patula
Distribution: Oahu, Kauai

Abundance: Rare

Montipora Growth Anomaly

Hosts: M. capitata, M. patula

Distribution: Main and northwestern
Hawaiian islands (NWHI)

Abundance: Occasional




Thierry M. Work & Greta S. Aeby (2006). Funded partly
by Bishop Museum, Hawaii Coral Reef Initiative, Hawaii
Division of Aquatic Resources, Hawaii Institute of Marine

Biology, and the U.S. Geological Survey.
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Montipora Tissue Loss

Montipora Multi-focal Tissue Loss

Hosts: M. capitata, M. patula,
M. turgescens

Distribution: Oahu, Maui, NWHI

Abundance: Occasional to common

Hosts: M. capitata

Distribution: Oahu, northwestern
Hawaiian islands

Abundance: Rare to Occasional

Porites Discolored Tissue
Thinning

Hosts: P. lobata
Distribution: NWHI

Abundance: Occasional

Porites Growth Anomaly

Hosts: P. evermanni, P. compressa,
P. lobata, P. monticulosa

Distribution: Main and northwestern
Hawaiian islands
Abundance: Occasional to common
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Porites Trematodiasis
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Hosts: P. compressa, P. evermanni,
P. lobata

Distribution: Main and northwestern
Hawaiian islands

Abundance: Common

Porites Swollen Discolored
Patches

Hosts: P. evermanni
Distribution: Hawaii

Abundance: Rare

Porites Brown Necrotizing
Disease

Porites Bleaching and Tissue
Loss

Hosts: P. lobata

Distribution: Northwestern Hawaiian
islands

Abundance: Rare

Hosts: P. compressa

Distribution: Oahu

Abundance: Occasional
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