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Carapace broader than long, surface quite smooth, gastric and cardiac regions
well defined, post-frontal lobes pronounced. Front about as wide as orbit, margin
slightly convex. Lateral border of carapace strongly convex, bearing a weak
ridge anteriorly, marked by oblique lines posteriorly; one small tooth behind
external orbital angle.

Chelipeds in male unequal, subequal in female, surface smooth; large
cheliped (male), upper margin of arm haired, a sharp tooth at inner angle of
wrist ; palm short and high, a wide gap between fingers when closed, a few low
teeth on cutting edges. Walking legs long, rather slender, unarmed, some joints
fringed with bristles.

Rathbun (7) identified the Hawaiian specimens collected by Mann
as Thelphusa rotunda of Quoy and Gaimard (6), suggesting the name
Cardisoma rotundum and placing in synonymy under it Dana’s name

Ficure 10.—a, Macrophthalmus convexus, specimen from Fiji; b, Cardisoma
hirtipes, female specimen from Jaluit Island.
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C. hirtipes, with which the Hawaiian form apparently agrees. How-
ever, since Rathbun’s publication authors have generally preferred that
the name suggested by Dana designate this particular land crab.

Apart from the specimens collected by Mann on Oahu nearly 100
vears ago, there is no record to justify the inclusion of any member
of the genus Cardisoma among the Hawaitian fauna at the present time.

The two species of Cardisoma which have a wide and parallel
dispersal in the Indo-Pacific region are C. hirtipes and C. carnifex
(Herbst), much alike in size and general appearance, both ranging
into the central Pacific area but not now found in Hawaii.

The two species, C. hirtipes and C. carnifex, may usually be dis-
tinguished as follows: (1) The prominent post-frontal lobes of the
carapace of C. hirtipes are only slightly developed in C. carnifex. (2)
The ridge of the anterolateral border of the carapace in C. hirtipes
stops short of the level of the cervical groove (posterior houndary of
gastric area), whereas in C. carniferv it extends posteriorly beyond
this level. (3) Well-developed diagonal striae mark the posterolateral
border of the carapace in C. hirtipes; whereas in C. carnifex the striac
are poorly developed or absent. (4) In (. hirtipes the infra-orbital
horder of the orbit meets the lateral border in an acute angle instead
of a right angle as in C. carnifexr.

Bishop Museum has specimens of C. firtipes irom the Line Is-
lands, Fiji, Jaluit Island, and Guam; and it has specimens of C. carni-
fex from the line Islands, Penrhyn Island, Raiatea, and Australia.
One male specimen of Cardisoma carmifex from Fanning Island is 95
mm. in breadth of carapace, the hand (palm and fingers) of the large
cheliped is 120 mm. long and the palm is 50 mm. high.
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