
The deadline for NERC 2022 abstracts has been extended to Monday, August 1st, 2022 

Please see below for the CfP. Thank you in advance for sharing widely and for sending your 
submissions.  

Very best wishes, 

Sanam & Evan 

  

2022 New England Renaissance Conference 

“Instruments of Power in the Global Early Modern” 

  

CFP deadline: August 1st, 2022 

Conference dates: 14-15 October 2022 

·       Friday, October 14, 2022 (8 PM): a concert of late fifteenth-century music, including 
Johannes Okeghem’s Requiem, performed by the award-winning ensemble Blue Heron, directed 
by Scott Metcalfe. 

·       Saturday, October 15, 2022: day-long conference, including panels and a keynote address 
by Valeria López Fadul (Wesleyan University).  

  

Conference venue: Center for Humanistic Inquiry, Amherst College, Amherst, MA 

  

Conveners: Sanam Nader-Esfahani (Amherst College) and Evan Mac Carthy (UMass Amherst) 

  

Power relations in the global early modern are witnessed in political and legal engagements, military 
conflicts, domestic and family spheres, devotional practices, religious reforms, scientific 
experimentation, humanistic and historical scholarship, vernacular languages and national literatures, 
trade and gift exchange, imperial, missionary, and colonizing ambitions, as well as evolving habits of 
conspicuous consumption, collecting, and connoisseurship in the pursuit of prestige or social 
distinction. This conference seeks to bring scholars into conversation about the instruments–
objects, texts, music, images, ideas, spaces, practices, and people–that contribute to the creation, 
consolidation, preservation, subversion, or transformation of power in these and other areas.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.new-2Dengland-2Drenaissance-2Dconference.org_-3Fpage-5Fid-3D241&d=DwMFaQ&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=d-51fevjuWJ7WzZY0y0BouTOvLCsE6Nbeq9XtutWF7k&m=6DiH5n_I4aBU4X_fdmU44-5861BoSZDcWwmseGH4_tiZZvK1U3hbXxpre0lb-0IG&s=vznsKLHrlOp8YrPo_ydeokTdYiw-lpX_NinKZshKWPU&e=


  

We hope to solicit papers that address topics and questions including, but not limited to, the 
following: 

• What constitutes an “instrument” of power, and what distinguishes an “instrument” from an 
“agent” of power in this period? 

• In what ways does the study of early modern material culture, systems of knowledge, or 
social, political, cultural, or economic structures allow us to perceive the performance of 
power by individuals and institutions and to rethink assumptions about power and agency? 

• How might we examine the use of novel entities, or the novel use of existing entities, in the 
creation, preservation, subversion, or destruction of structures and/or agents of power? 

• How do we understand the transformation and redefinition of the relationship between 
center and periphery, focus and margin, introduced by the designation of an entity as an 
instrument of power, or as a consequence of its application? 

  

Please send titles and abstracts for consideration to Sanam Nader-Esfahani at snaderesfahani -at- 
amherst.edu and Evan Mac Carthy at emaccarthy -at- umass.edu by 1 August, 2022. For those 
unable to attend in person, it will be possible to present virtually. 

  

  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__amherst.edu&d=DwMFaQ&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=d-51fevjuWJ7WzZY0y0BouTOvLCsE6Nbeq9XtutWF7k&m=6DiH5n_I4aBU4X_fdmU44-5861BoSZDcWwmseGH4_tiZZvK1U3hbXxpre0lb-0IG&s=OtMuexvMqtq-kHBQ7fYI3vVSDAfIQ32Tbi2dXSOJB1E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__umass.edu&d=DwMFaQ&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=d-51fevjuWJ7WzZY0y0BouTOvLCsE6Nbeq9XtutWF7k&m=6DiH5n_I4aBU4X_fdmU44-5861BoSZDcWwmseGH4_tiZZvK1U3hbXxpre0lb-0IG&s=-psheFbBfF0RiZCWPVGJ4_BtSUTNoU-KAcUQBzeux6w&e=

