
Photos: Angella Moorehouse (angella.moorehouse@illinois.gov). Produced by: Angella Moorehouse with the assistance of Alicia Diaz, Field Museum. 
Identification assistance provided by: multiple sources (inaturalist.org; bugguide.net) 

2) Micromoths – tiny moths with wingspans generally <2cm the exception being the clearwing borers
which average between 1-3cm; Other Superfamilies: Adeloidea (fairy moths), Choreutidae (metalmarks), Epermenioides
(fringe-tufted moths), Gelechioidea (curve-horned moths – has greatest number of species), Gracillarioidea
(tube moths), Micropterigoidea (mandibulate archaic moths), Schreckensteiniodea (bristle-legged moths), Tineoidea
(clothes, carpenter, and bagworm moths), Yponomatoidea (ermine moths)

 
Most photos were taken in west-central and central Illinois; a few are from eastern Iowa and north-central Wisconsin. Nearly all were 
posted to identification websites: BugGuide.net  iNaturalist.org. Identification help was provided by Aaron Hunt, Steve Nanz, John 
and Jane Balaban, Chris Grinter, Frank Hitchell, Jason Dombroskie, William H. Taft, Jim Wiker, Terry Harrison as well as others 
contributing to the websites. Attempts were made to obtain expert verifications for all photos to the field identification level, however, 
there will be errors. Please contact the author with all corrections  Additional assistance was provided by longtime Lepidoptera survey 
partner, Susan Hargrove.   

The intention of these guides is to provide the means to compare photographs of living specimens of related moths from the Midwest 
to aid the citizen scientists with identification in the field for Bio Blitz, Moth-ers Day, and other night lighting events. A taxonomic list 
to all the species featured is provided at the end along with some field identification tips.  

BugGuide.net 
iNaturalist.org
Mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu
Insectsofiowa.org
centralillinoisinsects.org/weblog/resources/

The moths were split into 6 groups for the purposes of creating smaller guides focusing on similar features of 1 or 
more superfamilies. The guides are split up thusly: 
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Chrysoteuchia topiaria
Cranberry Girdler
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NOCTUIDAE
halcedony idget

NOCTUIDAE
 False Wainscot 
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