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The City of Birmingham is applying for a TIGER grant from the USDOT for the 
construction of a new Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service.  Birmingham’s BRT will be 
similar to light rail, but much less 
expensive. The BRT will improve 
trip speed and the transit customer 
experience.   

The BRT network including the 
currently funded In-Town Transit 
Partnership will start operation by 
2019.   Service to the Birmingham-
Shuttlesworth International Airport 
will be a key feature of the BRT 
network.   

Arriving well before the World 
Games in 2021, the BRT will feature 
sections of exclusive bus guideway, 
distinctive stations, limited stops, 
more frequent service and traffic 
signal priority.  Some stations will 
have pre-boarding fare prepayment 
to reduce the time at stops and all 
of the stations will be designed for 
customer safety and convenience.  
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The Birmingham Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a Ladders of Opportunity project comprised of a 
fifteen-mile corridor connecting twenty-five West and East Birmingham low income and minority 
neighborhoods with key employment and educational opportunities along the route as well as in 
Downtown Birmingham and the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). The BRT will utilize 
Birmingham’s new Intermodal Station and two new Community Transit Centers are planned at 
Five Points West and Woodlawn.  Princeton Baptist Medical Center, Loveman Village, UAB, North 
Avondale, East Lake and Parkway East will host Super Stops where multiple local bus routes will 
interface with the BRT. Neighborhood stations along the corridor will provide convenient access.  The 
BRT project includes Complete Streets, real time transit information, pedestrian safety improvements 
and transit maintenance facility renovations. Birmingham’s BRT is crucial to the future success of its 
public transportation system and for upcoming events such as the Birmingham World Games 2021.

The preliminary project budget is estimated at $66.5 million with project operation beginning in 
2019.
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System Feature Cost Estimate
Vehicles $  9,900,000
Community Transit Centers $  9,300,000
Super Stops $  3,000,000
Neighborhood Stops $  2,900,000
Traffic Preemption $  1,650,000
Real Time Information $  3,500,000
Complete Streets and Pedestrian $ 3,900,000
Design $  8,050,000
BJCTA Maintenance Facility $  12,500,000
Contingency (all items) $  11,800,000
Total $ 66,500,000
TIGER Grant $ 33,250,000
Local and other Federal $ 33,250,000
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