


GIFFORD PINCHOT

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

First American professional forester, first Chief of the United
States Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot was the man who gave the first
great impetus to the movement for conservation of natural resources in
America., It was he, indeed, who brought the word "conservation" out of
the dictionary into the American vocabulary. The conservation program
that got underway largely through his crusading efforts may well deter-
mine the future progress and security of this Nation.

Born in 1865 of a wealthy Pennsylvania family, grandson of a
Captain in Napoleon's Grand Army, young Pinchot had open to him promis-
ing opportunities in business or in the established professions. But
he decided even before he entered college that he wanted to be a forester.
His father encouraged him in his chosen career, even though forestry at
that time was an unheard of profession in this country. No courses in
forestry were then being given in American schools, After graduation
from Yale University, Pinchot went overseas to attend L'Ecole National
Forestiere at Nancy, France, and to study under prominent European
foresters of Germany, France, Switzerland, and Austria,.

He was 25 when he came home on a German freighter that battled
gales for 13% days. But Pinchot was imbued with a fervor for forestry
that was never to acknowledge defeat, The lurching and pitching of the
storm-tossed freighter was ignored as he prepared his first paper to
be delivered before the American Forestry Association in New York.

His first professional job was as forest manager of the George
W. Vanderbilt estate at Asheville, North Carolina, in 1891. His services
were in increasing demand after his successful installation of forestry
management on this 7,000-acre estate--the first American forest lands
ever to be placed under professional forestry direction,

In 1896, Pinchot was named a member of the Forest Commission of
the National Academy of Sciences, which had for its purpose to recommend
to the President a forest policy for the United States. In the preceding
6 years he had worked in, camped, and stretched his long legs over
hundreds of miles of America's great forests in the East and in the West;
he had come out of the woods to deliver lectures and write reports and
had gone back to the forests to gather more information. Many of the
areas he studied were later to become today's National Forests.

In 1898, Pinchot was named Chief of the Division of Forestry in
the Department of Agriculture, When he took over the Division it had
a total of 10 employees; its only activities had been to conduct studies
and publish information on forestry. The division took on unprecedented
life. Pinchot and his associates began a major offensive by offering
free assistance to farmers, lumbermen, and private timberland owners.
The offer included working plans for conservative lumbering, assistance
on the ground, directions for practical work--in short, anything needed
to get forestry going. By the end of 1898, requests had come from
35 States, The first big step in the practice of American forestry
had been taken.
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To make the limited funds available to him go farther, Pinchot
recruited a number of '"collaborators'--scientists willing to work part-
time for small pay--and "student assistants" who were paid $40 a month,
Many of these student assistants were later to become leaders in the
forestry profession in America. In 1900, Pinchot and his associates
organized the Society of American Foresters, a professional organization
which today has a membership of several thousand throughout the United
States, and corresponding members in many foreign countries. In its
early days the Society met in the Pinchot home in Washington, D. C.

The group of earnest young foresters became known as "The Baked Apple
Club" because it was Pinchot's practice to serve them quantities of

baked apples, gingerbread, and milk each time they met. This was a whole-
some and welcome treat for young student assistants struggling to get
along on a $40 a month stipend.

The Division of Forestry became a Bureau of Forestry in 1901, 1In
1905 the Forest Service was established and the forest reserves that had
been set aside in the public domain under jurisdiction of the General
Land Office were placed under its administration. The reserves were soon
rechristened the National Forests, and the Forest Service set to work
vigorously developing effective protection and administration for these
public properties, with the guiding principle that the National Forests
should be managed for '"the greatest good of the greatest number in the

long run,"

At Pinchot's urging, President Theodore Roosevelt in 1908 called
a conference of Governors of the States to discuss conservation of
natural resources. The enthusiasm engendered at this parley produced a
new cooperative Federal-State outlook on protection and wise use of
resources. Pinchot followed the Governors' Conference with another
suggestion to call a North American Conservation Conference. President
Roosevelt commissioned the Chief Forester to deliver invitations in
person to the Governor General of Canada and the President of Mexico.
The meeting took place in 1909 and again set a precedent, this time on
the international level.

Meanwhile a controversy had arisen between Pinchot and Richard A.
Ballinger, then Secretary of the Interior, over the leasing of public
coal lands. Other issues involved in the dispute concerned related
questions of private exploitation of public lands, waters, and minerals
which Pinchot believed should be held in public trust for the public good.
Pinchot brought the fight into the open during President Taft's adminis-
tration, and it became the epical one of the times,

As a result of the controversy Pinchot was dismissed by Taft in
1910. This was followed by one of the most dramatic of many congressional
investigations in the spring of that year, A young congressman, George
W. Norris, played a vital role in aiding Pinchot's cause; another was
an attorney, Louis D. Brandeis, who later became a noted jurist on the
Supreme Court bench.

"G. P.", as he was called by his associates in the Forest Service,
began crusading for forestry on the very day he was graduated from Yale
in 188%. Mark Twain was the commencement speaker; Pinchot, also called
upon to speak, at the last minute tossed away his prepared address and
delivered a talk on forestry, his favorite topic then and ever after.
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One of Pinchot's early converts--and the first American to win
the distinguished Sir William Schlich Forestry Medal--was Franklin D.
Roosevelt. As a youthful lawmaker in the New York legislature, Franklin
Roosevelt had invited Chief Forester Pinchot to advise his committee
on forests, fish, and game. Pinchot's talk so impressed FDR that it
launched him on the conservation road. Pinchot himself was awarded
the Schlich medal in 1940.

After his dismissal as Chief Forester, he went on to become Governor
of Pennsylvania for two terms, 1923-27 and 1931-35. In 1903 he had been
named Professor of Forestry at Yale and retained the post until 1936
when he became professor emeritus. He was Commissioner of Forestry for
Pennsylvania, 1920-22; and was president of the National Conservation
Association, 1910-25. He was a member of the U. S. Food Administration
during World War I.

In 1902 he made the first study of the Philippine forests and
recommended a forest policy for the islands.

He received honorary degrees from Yale, Princeton, Michigan
Agricultural College, McGill, Pennsylvania Military College, and Temple
University.

During World War II, Pinchot, disturbed by accounts of the
harrowing experiences of men adrift at sea, began experimenting on a plan
by which torpedoed seamen and fliers whose planes had come down at sea
could remain alive for extended periods by drinking "fish juice" squeezed
from caught raw fish, The experiment, put into effect by the Navy, was
further implemented by the installation of compact fishing tackle units
in life-boats and life-rafts.

During the last few years of his life, Pinchot finished writing an
autobiographical volume covering the birth of forestry and conservation
in America, the period from 1889 to 1910. The book, "Breaking New
Ground," was published posthumously in 1947,

In 1945, at a "family meeting" of members of the Forest Service
celebrating the Services 40th anniversary, "G.P." said: "I have been
a governor now and then, but I am a Forester all the time--have been,
and shall be, to my dying day."

He was. At the time of his death in 1946, aged 81, he was working
on a new forest management plan for his estate at Milford, Pennsylvania.
He was urging and making plans for an international conference on con-
servation., And still actively crusading for conservation, he had only
a few months esrlier called on foresters to look beyond the physical
conservation of resources. If those resources are to have any true
significance and worth, he had said at a meeting of the Society of
American Foresters, they must also be conserved against monopoly and
against the complex of political factors which would prevent their use
in the attaimment of the good life for all men and all nations.

Prepared by

Forest Service

Washington, D. C.

May 1949 (Reissued April 1964)




= HIGHLIGHTS IN GIFFORD PINCHOT'S CAREER

First Chief Forester, U,S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, born in
Simsbury, Conn,, August 11, 1865. Son of James W. and Mary P. Pinchot.
Wife: Cornelia Elizabeth Bryce; one son, Gifford Bryce.

1889 - A.B. degree, Yale, Studied forestry at the Ecole National Forestiere at
Nancy, France; and in Germany, Austria and Switzerland under Sir Detrich Brandis.

1892 -~ first précticing professional forester in America, began iﬂitiaiISystematic
forest work in U.S. on G.W. Vanderbilt estate, Biltmore, N.C, near Asheville.

1894 - developed forestry exhibit for Chicago World's Fair.

1896 - at age 31, was named member of National Forest Commission of the National
Academy of Scienges. Commission was assigned task of originating national. ., ,
policy on forestry and to recommend same to Federal Government, Pinchot's work
on commission resulted in laying foundation for much of Nation's present forest
policy.

1897 - appointed special forest agent for the Department of the Interior. He was
assigned duty of making a general study of the forest reserves, recommending
boundary modifications, and proposing organization of a forest service,
Traveled by horse and foot through much of the wild and inaccessible country in
the West,

1898 - President McKinley appointed Pinchot as Chief of Division of Forestry in
the Department of Agriculture (in 1902 Bureau of Forestry).

1902 - made personal inspection of forest resources of Philippine Islands and - .
recommended forest policy for same to President Theodore Roosevelt which led to
establishment of the Philippine Forest Service.

1903-36 - professor of forestry, Yale; emeritus thereafter.

1905 - became Chief Forester of U,S. FOREST SERVICE when the Service was established
with the transfer of the Forest Reserves (later known as National Forests) from
Department of the Interior to Department of Agriculture. 43 million acres came
under administration; by 1963 National Forests had increased to 186 million
acres.

1907-08 - developed the theory of CONSERVATION of Natural Resources and President
Theodore Roosevelt accepted same as the major theme of his administration.

1908 - Chairman of National Conservation Commission.

1908 - Suppested first Conference of Governors; appointed Chairman of Joint
Committee on Conservation at Governors' Conference,

1909 - Originated plans for first North American Conference on Conservation and
delivered invitations in person on behalf of President Theodore Roosevelt to
the Canadian and Mexican governments, -
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1910 - Controversy over public land policies in relation to Alaska coal lands

i between Pinchot and Secretary of the Interior Richard A. Ballinger resulted in
Pinchot's dismissal by President Taft; later, Congressional hearing in which
Pinchot and his aides were represented by Attorney Louis D. Brandeis (late
Supreme Court Justice), resulted in new legislation strengthening Government's
authority over public lands.

1910 - Elected President of National Conservation Association and held post until
1925,

1914-15 - gerved on Commission for Relief in ﬁelgium.. o ‘i;
1917-19 - Member U.,S. Food Administration,

1920-22 - Commissioner of Forestry, Pennsylvania.

1923 - Negotiated settlement of anthracite coal strike.

1923-27 - 1931-35 - Governor of Pennsylvania (2 terms).

1940 - Awarded Sir William Schlich Forestry Medal by the Society of American
Foresters; second American to win:distinguished honor, Franklin D. Roosevelt
being the first in 1934,

1942-43 - at 78, promoted development of life-saving technique and fishing
equipment for sailors and aviators adrift on the oceans as the result of enemy
action.

1945 - completed "Breaking New Ground" -- book on his role of development of
forestry and conservation in America, covering period from 1889-1910.
(Published in 1947, Harcourt, Brace & Co.)

Oct. 4, 1946 - Died of leukemia at age 81.

Written works include: "Biltmore Forest;" "The White Pine," (with H.S. Graves);
"Timber Trees and Forests of North Carolina," (with W.W. Ashe); "Primer of
Forestry" (Part I and II); "The Fight for Conservation;'" ""The Training of a
Forester;" "Six Thousand Country Churches," (with C.0. Gill); "To The South
Seas;" "Just Fishing Talk;" and "Breaking New Ground."

A founder and a Fellow of the Society of American Foresters (1900); member of
Royal English Arboricultural Society; American Museum of Natural History;
Washington Academy of Sciences; Pennsylvania Academy of Sciences, and the
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences.

Honorary degrees: Yale, Princeton, Michigan Agricultural College, McGill University,
Pennsylvania Military College and Temple University.

Homes: Grey Towers, Milford, Pike County, Pennsylvania; and 1615 Rhode Island
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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4 BIOGRAPTIICAL SKETCH

First Americen professional forester, first Chief of the United
States Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot was the man who gave the first
great impetus to the movement for conservetion of natural resources “in’
tnerieces It was he, indeed, who brought the word "conservation" out of
the dictionary into the American wogabulery, The conservation program
that got under wey largely through his crusading efforts may well deter=
mine the future proprezs and security of this Nation. ok

Born in 1865 ol a wealthy Pennsylvania family, grandson of a
Captain in Napoleon's Grand Army, young Pinchot had open to him promis-
ing opportunities in business or in the esteblished professionse. But
he decided even before he entered collegec that he wanted to be a forestere.
His father encoureged him in his clioson cereer, cven though forestry at
that time was en unhecrd of profession in this country, HNo courscs in
forcstry were thien Leing given in Amorican schoolse After graduation
from Yalo Univaersity, Pinchot went overscas to attend L'Ecole National
Forcsticre at Nurey, Fronoe, asnd to study under prominent Buropeaon fores- -
ters of Germany, Fronce, Switwerland, and Austria. i

He was 25 whon ho came home on o German freighter that battled
galos for 13% days. But Pinchot was imbued with a fervor for forestry
that was never to scimowledge dofeets The lurching end pitching of the
storm=tossed froightor was ignored es he preparcd his first paper to be
delivered before the American Forestry Association in New Yorik,

His first profcssional job was as forest manager of thoe Goorge
We Vanderbilt cstate ot hshoville, Nerth Cerolina in 1891. His sorvices
were in inerensing demend after his successful installetion of forestry |
monagement on this 7,000~ serc cstate == the first American forest 1andﬂ
cv'r to be placed undéer professional forcstry dircctione

In 1896 Pinchot wos named a membor of the Forest Commission of
the Netional fLendemy of Scicnees, which had for its purposo to rcecommend
to the President o forcst policy for the United Statese In the preceding
€ vears he hed worked in, comped, end stretched his long legs over hun-
drrds of miles of jumerica's great forests in tho East and in the West;
~ho had como out of the woods to deliver lceturcs ond write reports and
had rone back to the forests to gother mom informations Many of the
ereas he studied wer: leter to beeome todny's MNntional Foraosis,

~ In 1898, Pinchot wns nemed Chicf of the Division of Forestry in

= Depertment of Agriculturce, Tihon he took over the Division it had
a totol of 10 cmployccs; its only setivities had been to conduct ltﬂéi@ﬁ"
and publish information on forestry. The division took on unpre nto
life, Pinchot and his associntes brgon. o major offensive b affc»_
free assistence to farmers, lumbormen, and privete timberle
The offer included working plans for conscrvative lumbering,
on the ground, dircctions for practicel work =- in short,
nceded to got forestry poinge By the cnd 6121898, roqu
from 35 Statess The first big stép m the pmttee :
hed beeon tokens :
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To meke the limited funds available to him, go farther, Pinchot
roeruited a number of "eollahorctors".-- secicntists willing to work parte
time for smoll pay -- ond "student assistants™ who werce paid $40 a month,
Mony of thesc student esssistants wore later to beeome leaders in the
forestry profession in Amecrica. In 1900, Pinchot ond his associetoes
orgenized the Sceicty of 4Amcrican Foresters, a professional organization

which todey has o memborehip of severel thousand throughout the United (
Stntes, and corresponding members in meny foreipgn countrinse In its
errly days the Sociecty met in the Pinchet home in Weshington, De Cs ‘

The group of carncst young foresters become known as "The Baked Apple
Club" beeruse it was Pinchot's proctice to sorve them quantities of

bakerd apples, pinperbreoad, and milk ecnch time they mcte This was a wholo-
some and welcome trent for young student sssistonts struzgling to get
along on o $40 a month stiperd,. )

The Division of Forestry beoame a Burcou of Forcstry in 15014 1In
1905 the Forest 3ervice was cstoblished and the. forest roscrves that had
been sct aside in tho public domain under jurisdiction of the Gencrel
Land Officec were ploced under its administration. The reserves were soon
recchristened the National Forosts, ond the Forest Scrvice sct to work
vigorously developing cffective protection gnd cdministration for these
public properties, with the puiding principle that the National Forcsts
should be manapged for "the preatest food of the proctest number in the
long run".

At Pinchot's urging, President Theodere Rocsevelt in 1908 eolled
a confercnee of Governcrs .of the States to discuss consurvation of
natural resources. The onthusliasm engendorcd st this parloy produced a
ncw cocperative Fuderal-Stote outlook on protection and wisc usc of
resourecs.  linchot followed the Governars' Conference with another sug=-
gestien te ccll a Forth Lmericen Conservation Conferences President
Roosevelt cormissioncd the Chicof Forester to deliver invitntions in
person to the Governar Generel of Canoda ond the President of Mexicos
The meeting tock plmee in 1909 end apgain s~t a precedent, this $ime on
the internaticnel lewvela

Mrenwhile a enutroversy had ariscen botwoon Pinchot end Kichard Ae
JBallinger, then Scerctory of the Interior, over the leasing of public
corl landse Other issucs involved in the dispute concorncd rclated
gucstions of private exploitation of publie londs, waters, and minersls
which Finchot belirved should be held in publie trust for the public goode
Finchot brought the fight into the open during Preosident Taft's adminise
tration, and it beecme the cpienl sne of the times,

As a regult of the controversy Pinchot wons dismissed by Teft in
1910. This wae followed by onc of the most dromntic of meany congressicnal
investirations in the spring of that yecr, A young congressmen, Georpge
Ve Morris, played a vitel role in aiding Pinchot's cousecj; another was
an ottorney, Louis D. Brandeis, who later became o noted jurist on the
Supreme Court herch, K >

"Ge Po", 0s he was enlled by his nssaccictes in the Forest Bervico,
bepen eruscding for ferestry on the very dey he wes groduated from Yalé
in 199+ Mark Twain wos the commeneement epecker; Pinchot, also called
upon to speek, st the last minute tosscd eway his preparcd nddress end
delivered a talk on forcstry, his fevorite topie then and cver after.

5 i &7 e
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Onc of Pinchot's carly converts == and the first Imericen to win
the distinguished Sir Williem Schlich Forestry Medal == was Fronklin De
Rooscvelte As & youthful levmeker ih the New York legislaturc, Franklin
Roosevelt had invited Chirf Forrstor Pinchot to advisc his cgumittco
n forests, fish, and gemc. Pinchot's telk so impresscd FDR that it
launched him on the conscrvation road,

o
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Pinchot himseclf vas swarded the Schlich medel in 1940,

Lfter his dismissal as Chicf PForcester, he went on €2 become
Governor of Pennsylvania for twe tocmme, 1923-27 and 1931-35 In 1903 he
had been naned Professcr of Forcstry at Yele and retained the post until
1938 when ho brceme professor cmeoritus. He wes Commissioncr of Forcstry
for Pennsylvania, 1920-22; &nd was prosident of the Hational Conscrvation
Lesocicticn, 1210-25., He was a moember of the U. Se Food Aduinistration
during World iar I,

In 1902 he mede the first study ~f tho Phillipine forests and
recrmmended o forcst poliey for the islands,

He received honorary doprses fron Yale, Frincdton, !lichipan
Lrricultural College, leGill, Ponnsylvonia Military Collegr, ond Tenple
University.

Durine ¥lorld "mr II, Pinchot, disturbed by cccounts of the
harrowing cxpericnces of men adrift nt soz2, bogan experimenting on a plan
by which torpedoed scomen and fliers whose plancs had come down at sca
could remain alive for cxtended perinds by Arinking "fish juiecc" squeczed
from caurht raw fish, The experinent, put inte cffect by the Navy, was
further implemented by the instellatisn of compoct fishing tacklo units
in lifc~boats and liferafts. 3

During tho In st fow years of his life, Pinchot finished writing an
eutsbiographieal wolume covering the birth of forestry cnd conservation
in Amcrica, the prriod from 1889 to 1910. The bock, "Brenling New Ground",
was published pnsthumously in 1847, "

In 1945, at o "family mecting" of members of the Forest Serviee
caelebreting the Services 40th anniversary, "G.Po" said; "I hove beon
& puvernsr now ond thon; but I em a Ferester all $he time -- have been,
and shull be, Lo my dying day."

Ho wass 4Lt the time of his death in 1948, aed 81, he was working
anoa new forest manapemeont plan for hids estate ot Hilford, Pennsylvaniae
e was urfing and malzing plans for an international conforcnee sn cons
sarveiion. dnd still actively crusdading for conscrvaticn, ho had only

a o menthe oarlieor ealled on faresters to look beyoend the physical
consnrvotisn of resoure~ss If thnsg resuvirces are %o hove any true
sipnificarer and whrth, he had seid at a meeting of the Sascicty of
kncrican Foresters, they must alse be conscrved acainst monopoly and
agninst the complex of politieal foctors which would prevent their use

in the attaimment of the goed life fur 2ll men and all nations, j

Froparod by
Foraost Scrvice
Yfashington, D. C.
Mey 1949
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Last living witness. of the birth of forestry in America, Gifford Pinchot,
who will be 80 years cold August 11, 1945, is. today still the most aggres-
sive. spokesmen for conservation end forestry in the nation. Not only was
he & witness at the birth of American forestry,. he was the zealous 26-year--
old intern as well-~-the first practicing prof-saionnl forester ever to
open hls silv1cu1tura1 kit on American shores.

i

That was in Decembor, 1891, on the George W. vanderbilt estate et Asheville,
N. C. ; g Mo o - 5 e
It was Glfford Pinchot who gave the first gra&t impetus to the movement for
conservation of resources and who brought the word "oconservation" out of

the dictionary inteo. the American vocabulary. -

As the result of his pioneering and dynamic_iendarship, forestry grew in
the brief space of two decades from & hooted little experiment on & rich
man's 7,000-acre estate to a nationally-asccepted movement, Today it is
practiced on more thap 200 million acres of forest lands including 178

million acres of National Forests---the public property of the people of ;f
the United States. 36
Fresh from L'Ecole National Forestiere at Nancy, France, end from studies i
under the great European foresters of Germany, France, Switzerland and ‘?

Austria, this long-legged grandson of & captain in Nepoleon's Grand Army
plunged immedietely into the all but hopeless tesk of converting a nation
that was not only indifferent to the fete of its wantonly wasted forests, ‘
but cynical es well. He was 25 when he came home on & Germean freighter

that battled gales for 13 and one~half days, en sugury of what was to come

in the next score of years. But young Pinchot was imbued with a fervor for
forsstry that was never to acknowledge defeat, Even the lurching and pitch-~

ing of the storm-tossed freighter was ignored as he prepared his first paper

to be delivered before a fledgling American Forestry Association in New York.

i, A

At the end of six action-packed years, he was te be named in 1866 as a mem-

ber of the Forest Commission of the National Academy of Sciences---the only !
non-Academy member of the group. It was the {irst body of its kind ever b
established in connection with forestry and it hed for its purpose to recom-
mend to the President a ferest policy for the United States. !

But in the 72 months preceding the Forest Commission's report to the Presi- -
dent, G. P. had worked in, camped, eaten, slept on the forest floor and , 2

stretched his long legs over hundreds of miles of America's great forests i
in the Bast &nd in the West; he had. fished mountain streams and lakes and §
killed wild game and cooked his food over a campfire; he had come out of 5
the woods to deliver lectures and write reports and had gone baock to the A
forests to gather more information on forestry. Many of the forests he ;-
studied were later to become today's Natienal Forests. . . fuﬁ

His services were in increasing demand as & forestry consultent after his
successful installetion of forestry management on the Vanderbilt estates-=
the first American foruat lands ever to be, placed under professional ferectry
dlrection..“ . :
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By the time he was 31, he had become personally known to Presidents Cleve~
lend snd MecKinley; top Congressional leaders were more than aware of this
energetic young. man, who was agitating for a national forest policy; men in
high: places throughout the Nation were hearing énd listening to this artic-
ulate and eloquent zealot.

The Forest Commission report, which he signed as seorstary of that body,
sst off the first great public furore in the press and on the forum. Roar-
ing hesdlines and bombastic oratory were to thunder eround his heed on more
than one oceasion in the next 14 years., President Taft's administration
wus Lo bo shaken wiclently and many believe his defeat in the 1912 electien
can be treced to the controversy that raged over conservation problems in
the center of which stoed young Pinchot. Public tempests he took in his
stride as long ag the cause of forestry was ndvanced und dishonesty in
public office could be scotched or exposed.

In 1898, only eight years after he had left the Hational Forestry School at
Nancy, he was nemed Chief of the Division of Forestry in the Depertment of
Agriculture. Pinchot's appointment at the age of 32 to a pest that was Lo
become historiceally important in the promotion of the nation's welfars, was
in strange consrest to the cerser of a Nancy classmate, one Zaharoff, who
became infamous a8 a promoter of wars, sometimes referred to as a merchant
of death. '

It was Pinchot who, in the previous year, hed worked out the doteils and
descriptions of 13 new proposed Forest Ressrves that were included in a
Forecst Commission recommendetion to President Cleveland., Ten days before
his term was to expire in 1897, Cleveland ereated the new reserves and added
21,000,000 acres to the 17%—mill£on aocres already under federal protection,
0f the new reserves, Pinchot had persenally seen, atudled hiked and ridden
over more then 14 mlllion acres.

Establishment of the now Reserves hit the Nation unexpeotedly and set off a
howl, particularly in the West, where memy individuals and firms had been
in the blithe hebit of taking Government timber without paying for it. In
the Senate there was talk of impeaching the President,. - }

However, the. Government had established.the nnolaua of what ‘hes become the
world's outcta.nding public forest system. I

When Pinchot took over the Division of Forestry, it had a total of 10 em-
ployess and en ennual budget of $28,0004 Moreover, it did not ,contrel a
single aere of the 43 million acres of forest reserves astabliahad atthat
time. The reserves were under the administration of the Interior Depart-
ment. . _ ¥ 4 i

f , i
Pinchot chose as his assistant Herry S. Graves and the. two of them were the
only professional foresters in Govermment serviee, Grhves was later to
succood Pinchot as Chief of the Forest Service and the two have been friends
as well as mutual claricn-voiced prophets of forestry and conservation
through the decades. Within a ysar the Division, which had been static in
its forestry activities and which had been losing faver with Congress, sprang
to unprecedented life., Pinchot and his associates began & major offensive
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by offering free assistance to farmers, lumbsrmen end private timberland
owvners through the issuance of Circular 21. The offer included working
plans for conservative lumbering, assistance on the ground, diredtions for
practical work---in short, anything needed to get forestry going. Within
four months after Pinchot took office applications for ussistunce had come
from 18 States. Almost one million acres was involved in the requests,

By the end of 1898, requests had come from 35 Stutes. The first big step
in the practice of Americen forestry had been taken,

And it was American forestry because Pinchot huad insisted that Americeas
could bzst understand the practice and develmpment of forestry in this :
Republic. Consequently, he discouraged the ettempts eof Buropean foresters
to come to these shores although he continued to draw upon their knowledge
and mainteined his contacts with 0ld World foresters.

Meanwhile, the Forest Reserves under jurisdiction of the Interior Depart-
ment still lacked any kind of sciuntifie forestry management. The Govern-
ment's only professional forasters were in the Department of Agriculture.
rinchot insisted that forests end foresters should be brought together.

Aftor seven stormy yoars that oulminated in a recommendation by the Secretary
of Interior to President Theodore Rooscvelt, the Reserves were transférred

to Agriculturs,

That was in 1505. TPhe Reserves were soon re-christened the Fational Forests
and the Buresu of Forestry became known s the Forest Service. However, the
wedding of thu Forest Rosarves and the Forest Serviee only masrked the begin-
ning of bigger public conflicts. 4And Pinchot wes, as usual, in the middle
of the ring.

The brttle lines now were drawn betwesn Pinchot ond his Forust Sservice nsso-
cintes wnd the Lund Offico of the Department of the Interior which was headed
by Richurd A. Bullinger as Scerctary. Although Pinchot headed & compara-
tivaly obscure Government post as Chief Forester of the Forest Serviece, his
struggle with Bullinger, a cabinct member, and.with President Taft thrust
uncomfortably batween the combetunts, became the epicul one of the timese=-
1907-10. Bullinger, who had served first as Commissioner in the Land Office
under President Roosevelt, was privetely opposed to T. R.'s public land
pelicy which in simple terms held the public good comes first. Where T. R.
fuvored leasing public coul lands, Ballinger preferred to continue letting
the ecoul lands go to private interests through patent. Other issues in-
volved in the dispute concerned related questions of private exploitation
of public lunds, waters and minerals. .

Pinchot and his aides brought the fight into the open during Taft's admin-
istrations Charges of maladministration were made against Ballinger.
Pinchot was dismissed by Teft in 1910 and this was followed by one of the
most dramatie of many Congressional investigntions in the spring of that
year, A young Congressman, George W. Murris, played a vitel role in aiding
Pinchot's cruse; another was an attorncy, Louis D. Brandeis, who later be~:
come a noted jurist on the Supreme Court Bench, '
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The heering resulted eventually in-new laws strengthening the Govermment's
administration of public lands; Ballinger, slthough declared blameless in

e majority opinion by the Congressional committee but.raundly denounced in
an independent opinion and again.in a minority report, resigned his cabinet
post in .less than & year, The great battle of conservation had been won.
Pinchot hud plunged into its final great phases in.the knowledge that Lt
would probebly mean the sacrifice of his Government carser.

It was in the winter of 15808 that Pinchot had conceived the idea of the
inter-relation end inter-dependence of «ll of nature's resources. He
evolved the theory that conservation of all naturnl resovrces is the wvery
foundation of the - life of & nation; he saw it further as the fundamental

for the preservation of permanent peace smong nations. He tock his theory
to President Theodore Roosevelt and the latter immedictely made it the heart
of his Administration. The term "Conservation™ was pondereé over by Pinchot
und his Forest Service cclleagues before it was finally chosen as a nume for
the movement. The work becume clothe. with s new significeance.

Pinchot originated unother idea for President Teddy Roosevelt's consideru-
tion and which won the Chief Executive's immediate approval, He urged the
President to cull & conference of Governors of the Stutes to discuss con-
servation of natural resources. A three-day meeting was held in Washington
in Mey 1908---the first meeting of its kind ever conducted in the United
States or in the World. The enthusiasm engendered at the purley produced a
new outlook on conservation, to wit: that conservetion -of naturul resoureces
involves not only protection and preservation but wise use as well. One
final effoct of the meeting wes to spread far and wide the proposition that
conservation of natural resources is the greatest good for the greatust
number for the longest time,

Pinchot followed the Governors' conference with another suggestion to call
a# North American Conservetion Conference. President Roosevelt commissioned
the Chief Forester to deliver invitations in person te Lord Gresy., Governor
General of Cunada and to President Disz of lexico. The meuting took place
Fobruary 18, 1909 and apuin set u precedent, this time on the internctional
level, )

Pincho%'s e¢nergetice crusading bopun on the very dey he was graduated from
Yale in 1889, Mark Twuin was the commencement specker and Pinchot, called

upon to spesx, nt thy lust minute tossed awey his prepered talk and delivered

an address on a topic then almost unknown in America: Forestry.

One of Pinchot's early converts---end the first Americen to win the distin-
guished Sir William Sehlich Forestry ledal---wns Franklin Doleno Roosevclt.
As o youthful lrwmaker in the New York l.gislature, FDR had invited .Chief
Forestoer Pinchobt to ardvise his committec on forests, fish and gome. Pin-
chot's lecture so impressed FDR thut it luunched him on the conservation
road.

Pinchot himéalf was aﬁnrdud the Schlich medal in 1940. |
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After his dismissal as Chief Forester, he went on to become Governor of
Pennsylvania for two terms, 1923-27 and 1931=35. In 1903 he had been
named a4 Professor of Forestry at Yale and retained the post until 13936
when he became professor emeritus. He wes.commissioner of Forestry for
Pennsylvania, 1920-22 and was president of the National Conservation Asso-
ciation, 1910-25.

In 1902, he made the first study of the Philippine forests and recommended
a forest policy for the Islands.

At the age of 78, Pinchot the inveterate campaigner, found a new cause to |
add to his impressive list of achievements that cover 50 lines in Who's Who

in America. It was the conserving the greatest of our natural resources,

human life. Barly in 1942, Pinchot, disturbed by accounts of the harrowing
cxperiences of men adrift at sea, began experimenting on & plen by which

torpedced seamen and fliers whose plenss had come down at sea, could remain

alive for extended periods by drinking 'fish juice' from caught raw fish.

The experiment, put into effect by the Navy, was further implemented by

the installation of compact fishing tackle units in lifeboats and liferafts.

Still actively crusading for conservation, Pinchot only last spring called
on foresters to look beyond the physical conservetion of nutural resources.
If those resources are to have any true significance and worth, he said at
a meeting of the Society of Americen Foresters, they must also be conserved
against monepoly and against the complcx of political factors which would
prevent their use in the attainment of the good life for all men &nd all
nations,

Todey, as he approaches his gightioth milestone, he is putting the finish-
ing touches to & massive volume that covers the birth of forestry and con-
ssrvation in Ameriea, the period from 1889 to 1910. But, he contends, that
isn't the snd of his life's work. He is already planning a book that will
cover his first term as Governor of Pennsylvania; another, perhaps, on his
seeond term; a third on fishing tales and a fourth, well. . . .

His "A Primer on Forestry" published by the Department of Agriculture in
1899, was ouw of the first volumes on forestry written by an American.

At a "family meeting" ceclebrating the 40th Anniversary of the U, S. Forest

Scrvice last February, Pinchot said: "I have been a Governor now and then,
but I am a Forester all the time---have been, and shall be, to my dying day."

- ——



GLEECRD PILCHOT

Firat Chief Forester, U,S. Forest Service, Dzparisent of Agriculture, born in
Stmzbury, Coon,, August 11, 1865, Son of Jemcs W, and Mazy P, Finchot.
wife:; Cornelia Elizabeth Bryce; one son, Gifford Bryce,

1859 -~ A.B., degrea, Yale. GStuvdled forestry at the Ecole National Forectiere
at Nancy, France; and in Genrmany, Austria and Switzerland under Sir Detrich
Prencis. .

1892 - first practicing professional forester in America, began injtial
cystematic forest work in U.S. on G.W. Vanderbilt estate, Biltmore, N.C.
near Asheville,

1894 - devalopad forestry exhibit for Chicago World's Falr,

1896 - at age 31, was nauwed member of Naticnal Forest Counmission of the Natior
teademy of Scienmces, Commission was assigned task of originating naticnal
policy on forestry and to recowmmend same to Federal Goverizaznt., Tinchot's v
on comaission resulted in laying fouandation for much of Fatioan's present
forest policy.

1897 - appointed special forest agent for the Department of the Interior, Ne
vas assigned duty of making a general study of the forest reseives,
veconmending bouvdary modifications, and proposing organlzztion of a forest
scrvice, Traveled by horse and foot through much of the w!ld and inaccessib
country in the Weat,

1898 - Frzsident MHcRinlzy appointed Pinchot as Chief of Division of ¥orestry
in ithe Departmeat of Agriculture (in 1902 Buiscau of Fovestry).

1902 - made pexecaal inspection of forest resources of Fhilippine Islands and
recomrended forest pollcy for same to Presidont ‘(hacdore Rocsevelt wialch
led to establishment of the Fhilippine Forest Service,

190336 - professor of forcstry, Yale; emecitus thereafter,

1905 -~ became Chief Forester of U.S. FOREST SERVICE whan the Service was
established with the transfex of the Forest Rescrves (later known as Nationa
Focests) from Department of the Interlor to Depariment of Agriculture, 43
million acres came under administration; by 1963 BNatlonal Ferests had
increased to 186 million scres.

1507-08 - developed the tlicory of CONSERVATION of Ratural Regources and
Pregident Theodore Roosevelt accepted sama as the major theme of his
adminfistration,

1908 - Chairman of NHational Couservation Counmission,

1908 - Suppested first Conference of Governors; appolnted Chairman of Joint

Commlttee on Consexvation at Governors' Conference, .

1909 - Orfginated plans for first lorth American Confercuce on Ccnsexrvation
crd delfvered Invitations In percon on behalf of President Theodore Roogevel
to the Canzdian and Mexican goverruents,
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1910 - Controversy over public land policies in relation to Alaska coal lands
Letween Pinchot and Secieotary of the Interior Richard A, Ballinger resultec
in rinchot's dismleeal by President Taft; later, Congressional hecaring in
vhiich Pinchot and his aides were represented by Attorney Louis D. Brandeis
(late Supremz Court justice), wesulted in new legislation strengthening
Government's authority over public lands,

1910 - Elacted President of National Consecvatlon Association and held post
until 1925,

1914-15 - served on Cosmission for Relief in Belgium,
1917-19 - Mewmber U.S. Food Administration,

1920-22 - Commmicaioner of Forestry, Pennsylvania.

1923 - Negotlated settlement of anthracite coal strike,
1923-27 - 1931-35 - Governor of Penagsylvania (2 tenms).

1940 ~ Awavded 8ir Williom Schlich Forestry lodal by the Society of American
Foresters; second Awerican to win distinguished honor, Franklin D. Rooscve
being the first in 1934,

1942-43 - at age 73, prowoted developmont of life-saving techaique and fishis
equipr :nt for sailors and aviators adrift on the oceans as the result of
cheny action,

1945 - completed "Brealkiong Rew Ground'" ~- book on his role of development of
forestry and conservation in America, covering period from 1889-1910.
(Publighed ia 1947, Harcourt, Brace & Co.)

Oct. &4, 1946 - Dicd of leukemia at age 81,

Written works include: "Biltwore Forest;" "The White Pinz," (with H.S. Grave
"Timber Trees ond Fouosis of Forxth Cerolina," (with WeW. Ashe); "Primer of
Foregtry"! (Pact I and 11); “The Fight for Consexvaticn;" "The Tralining of
Forester;" "Six Thovsand Couvatry Churches," (with C.0. G111); "To The Sout
Scas;'" "Just Fishing Talk;" and "Brezking New Ground," ]

A founder end a Fellow of the Socicty of Amerlecan Foresters (1900); member o
Royal English Arboricultural Society; Auwcricen Miseuvm of Hatural History;
Washington Academy of Sclences; Pennsylvanla Academy of Sciences, and the

Amexlcan Academy of Tolitlcal and Soclal Sclences,

lionorary degrees: Yale, Princeton, Michigean Agriculiural College, MeGill
University, Pennsylvaala Mllitacy College and Tewmple Univerxsity.

Homes: Geey Towers, lMiliord, Pilie Ceunty, Penmsylvania; and 1615 Rbhode Islan
Avenue, N, W, , Washington, D.C.
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CIFFORD PINCHOT

Biograchical Note

Bern, “1”aaurf. Cermecticut, son of James W. and
¥Mary Zno Pinchot

A,B., Yale University
Began work at Biltmore Forest, Nortn Carolina
Menber, National Forest Commission

ie? of Diwvision, U.S. Jsparivent of
'\.;a tar callad the Euregm of Forasiry
ater, tne Forest Service)

Forester ara GCn
Agricllfure
ana suill la

Inspected ferests of Philippine Islands and
recormmended polic;

Preofessor of Forestry, fale University

ointcd member of Commissicn on Crganization of
Government Scientiric wWerk

Appointed member of Commission cn Public Lands

Appcinted to Cormmission on Departmental ¥

theds
Appeointed to Inland Waterways Commission
Appointed Shairman, sabional Coaserviativn Commission
Appointed to Commission on Couniry Lifs
Appointed Chairman, Joint Committes on Jonservation
by the Confercace of Governors and nanlona‘ Urgan=
izations at wWasningion E :
President, »ational Conservation Asseociation
arried Cornelia Blizabetﬁ Bryce
encer of Coamission for Ralief in Eelgiua
Memcer, U, 3, Fosd Adainistration

Negotiated ssttlemant of anthracite coal sirile



Twice Governor of Pennsylvania
GIFFORD PINCHOT (1865 - 1946) First Chief of the USDA Forest Service

"... among the many, many public officials who under my administration
rendered Titerally invaluable service to the people of the United States,
Gifford Pinchot on the whole, stood first."

--Pres. Theodore Roosevelt

"Gifford Pinchot was more than a forester; he was the father of
American conserva;ion. He'be]ieved that the riches of this continent
should be used for all the people to provide a moré QBUndant 1ife,“and
he believed that the waste of these resources, or the exploitation by a “
few, was a threat to our National democratic life... In the space of a
few short years he made conservation an accepted virtue and part of our
1ife which we take for granted today... Every great work is in the
shadow of a man, and I don't think many Americans can point to such a
distinguished record as can Gifford Pinchot."
--Pres. John F. Kennedy

Gifford Pinchot was a true humanitarian. Born to wealth, endowed
with imagination, foresight, and a love of nature, he shared his
possessions and his intellect with his fellow Americans in order to
make the American environment a better place for living.

For half a century, Gifford Pinchot was America's leading advocate
of environmental conservation. In just two decades of his 81-year long
life he raised forestry and conservation of all resources from an unknown

experiment to a nationwide movement. He made the nation conscious of the

need to manage its forests. He developed a 10-man office into a Forest
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Service administering a national system of forest reserves. He made
conservation a public issue and a national policy.

In fact, Conservation was a word that Gifford Pinchot brought into
everyday usage. He chose the word conservation to describe the coordinated
efforts needed to maintain and protect environmental resources for all
generations.

Gifford Pinchot derived his conservation philosophy from his
father, James Pinchot. ..It was from his father that Gifford evolved
the theory of wise use of natural resources as fundamental to the Tlife
of a strong nation, for it was at Grey Towers in the 1880's that James
discussed the relationship of forests to the national welfare with his
sons, Gifford and Amos. It was at Grey Towers, too, that the older
man suggested that his son Gifford study forestry, then an unknown
profession in the United States.

After graduation from Yale University in 1889, Pinchot went
abroad to attend L'Ecole Nationale Foresterie in Nancy, France, and
to receive the tutorage of the prominent European foresters of Germany,
France, Switzerland, and Austria.

When he returned home as America's first professional forester,
Pinchot was offered the job of forest manager on George W. Vanderbilt's
7,000-acre estate in Asheville, N.C. He scored success in initiating a
scientific forestry program there -- the first time American forest
lands were ever placed under a concerned forestry management program.

In 1896, Pinchot was named a member of the Forest Commission of the
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National Academy of Sciences, which was charged with recommending a
forest policy for the United States to President Theodore Roosevelt.'': -
In this capacity, Pinchot travelled over hundreds of miles of America's
great forests.. many of which were later to become National Forests.
He dc]ivered lectures and wrote papers, based on the information he
gathered in the woods. Throughout, he served as friend and advisor
to the President.
In 1898, Pinchot was named Chief of the Division of Forestry
in the Department of Agriculture. When he took over the Division it
had a total of 10 employees, who conducted studies and published
information on forestry. Within a year, some 35 states were calling
on the Division for free advice.
Pinchot's Division of Forestry became a Bureau of Forestry in
190T. And in 1905 when the fores£ became an agency, known as the
USDA Forest Service, reserves that had been set aside in the public
domain under the jurisdiction of the General Land Office were placed
under its administration. The reserves were soon rechristened National
Forests. And fhe Forest Service soon set to work developing effective
protection and administration programs for these public properties,
with the guiding principle that they should be managed in Pinchot's
ideal, for "the greatest good of the greatest number in the long run."
At Pinchot's urging, President Roosevelt in 1908 called a conference
of Governors of the states to discuss conservation of natural resources.
The enthusiasm engendered at this parley produced a new cooperative

Federal-State outlook on protection and wise use of resources. Pinchot
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followed the Governor's Conference with another suggestion to call a

North American Conservation Conference. President Roosevelt commissioned
the Chief Forester to deliver his invitations in person to the Governor
General of Canada and the President of Mexico. The meeting took place

in 1909 and ﬁ;ain set a precedent, this time on the international level.

Pinchot served as Chief of the Forest Service unt11‘1910. He went
on to become Governor of Pennsylvania for two terms, 1923-1927 and 1931-35.
Through the years he continued his crusade for forestry.

In 1903 he had become Professor of Forestry at Yale and retained
that post until 1936, when he retired as professor emeritus. The Pinchots
endowed the Yale University School of Forestry in 1900 and for more than
20 years made their estate available to the University for summer school
and field work.

In 1902 Pinchot made the first study of the Philippine forests and
recommended a forestry policy for the islands. Pinchot served as Com-
missioner of Forestry for Pennsylvania from 1920-22, and as President of
the National Conservation Association from 1910-25. He was a member of
the U.S. Food Administration during World War I. He received honorary
degrees from Yale, Princeton, Michigan Agricultural College, McGill,
Pennsylvania Military College, and Temple University. In 1940 he was the
recipient of the Sir William Schlich Forestry Medal.

During his last few years, Pinchot finished his autobiography, show-
ing the rise of forestry and conservation in America --the period from
1889 to 1910. The book, BREAKING NEW GROUND, was published posthumously
in 1947.
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At the time of his deaih in 1946, he was working on a new forest

management plan for his estale. lle was urging and making plans for

an international conference .on conservation, the interrelationship of

man and his environment, for,conservation and scientific forestry

were the crusades of his life. ay
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PENNSYLVANIA'S FIGHTING FORESTER

The people of Peuns lvania, who twice elected him
governor, will be asked by Gifford Pinchot-- that is to say,
if he obtains the republican nomination -- to place him in
the governorsiip again. He has pledged himself to break the
power of the political machine in his commonweelth « o« o o «
It is probable that Gifford Pinchotfeels the call to action,
as a public service, for though his career in part has becn
political hie is in no sense the politician. This present
fight he may,indeed,conceive to be ==~ as Browning phrased it--
"One fight more, the best and the last." Such men are never
content idly to rust.

It is singular, however, that our most eminent forester,
the crusading conservationist whose real work has becen for the
welfare of troes == and by this mecans for the people == would
voluntarily submit himself to the alarms, dissensions and
inevitable dissppointments, oven if therc be triumphs of American
politiess Generous nature scemed to have fashioned him for the
forests %o which his first and abiding affccetion was given, and
not for the championing of political causess But he wes over
the fighter, too, and not content t¢ tolerate bad government,
as he identified it,

There is something wltogether inspiring in the example
of this elderly, undounted Americen, girding on the sword agsin
for good govermment. You could not buy him, nor bribe him, nor
intimidate him, nor fla¥ter him to his undoing.  To fmericans
he has always seemed a fine type of American.

Editorial from the Oregonian,
Portlund.



“_/'* : }\/;yfz*’m }j,/, L W{ Ll\‘\j \Ip/l{{

BREAKING NEW GROUND

By Gifford Pinchot. (Harcourt, Brace and Company:$5.)

Breaking New Ground is Yifford Pinchot's "personal story of how
Forestry and Conservation came to America - - written to tell not only
what happened but also why and how it happened."

The story is based on the belief that for some phases of history a
record of personal experience "beats documentary history all hollow."

And without doubt this record of leadership and achievement by an eye-
witness and participant makes permanently available a wealth of incident
and background which no conceivable documentary history could have
included,

Despite the informal way in which it is told, the story of the clash
in heroic scale of strong personalities and powerful so¢ial, economic
and political forces, with high stakes in personal fortunes and national
welfare, is in truth a great American epic. ‘

The author was the first American professional forester, and the
first to take Forestry into the American woods. Practical demonstration
replaced e%%a?ion, ihen, in 1898, he took charge of a Federal organiza-
tion of 11 people, which up to then had held that Forestry in the United
States was not practicable., From that nucleus he ﬁilt up a Forest Service
"without equal among government organizations, then or since," which rev-
olutionized the administration of National Forests approaching 200 million
acres.

By 1905 he had stimilatéed the management of over 900,000 acres of

private forests, and field studies to that end of a much larger area.
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had been a chief factor in creating a wholly new American profession,
A beginning had been made in the development of a science of Forestry
and forest utilizatdn, Federal responsibility for #orestry had largely
been consolidated in one organization. Starting from scratch Forestry
had been made a powerful nation-wide movement with strong public support.

But ¥orestry was ohly the spearhead for a much broader Conservation
movement. <fhis included forests, soil, watershed protection, planned
inland watgrways, public control of waterpower, the beginning of range
management, a greatrimpetus to the irrigation of dry lands, wild life,
all of the minerals, clean and raépnal administration of public lands,
Fundamental to all was the human resource, and particularly the
underpriviledged,

Forestry was lifted from obscurity onservation from the empty woid,
to front page news throughout the United States, to perhaps the foremost
economic and political issue of the day, to an issue that helped to make
one administration famous and wrecked its successor., <+he first steps
toward a world Uonservation movement were taken, Federal administrations,
Congresses, the States, a multitude of local and national organizations,
the press and the general public were all drawn into the movement, for
or against,

It is not surprising that such an upheaval greatly stimulated clean
and efficient government. Public employees became public servants in the
best sense, the opportunity was opened for honorable carsers for men of
the highest ability, and the entire Federal service was benefited,

One of the things that the reader of this story of amazing accom~
plishment is left to find/::tfor himself is the time required for it, not

a lifetime which would be rdasonable enough, but largely in little more
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than a decade., <he explanation ®f how this could happen is very simple.

It was leadership, the creative leadership of a few individuals in
a growing society which ¥oynbee refers to in his Study of History. Harg,
notwithstanding the most.generous credit to Presidents, Cabinet members,
Senators and Congressmen, associa;es in the government service, and many
others, the leadership of one man, Yjfford Pinchot, shinesthrough the
entire narrativei It was an inspired fighting leadership, utterly fear-
less, selfless, resourceful, efficient, and of terrific drive, a leader-
ship which knew exactly what it was aftsr, and how to get it, It was a
leadership of profound belief in the rightness and overwhelming impor-
tance of £§ cause, and leadership with the higbeat public welfare as its
objective - the welfare of all, not of the few.

#urthermore this leadership came from a man who might have lived a
life of leisure, but who instead believed in work; or who'might have
devoted his ability and energy to the piling up of wealth, but who chose
the public service. It came from a man of rare personal charm and magne=-
tism, wholly democratic, a true liberal to his dying day, and American
to the core, It came, in short, from a great natural leader of men and
causes,

It is one of the great tragedies of American life that a man with
these rare qualifications, in the prime of life and at the height of his
career, should have been fired from the public service which he loved;
that he should not have been allowed to carry on the work in which he had
made such a spectacular beginning, It/:ahighly significant that the forces
of greed and reaction then so rampant could not prevail against him ulntil
they commanded the support of an administration and a Congress. This,
however, is not the first instance in history that a cruéifixion failed
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to do what the enemies of a cause hoped. ZThe Conservation movement
survived, under reduced momentum. Its enemies have joined what they
could not destroy. By infiltration and sabotage they have delayed, or
divertdd, or rendered harmless some of the most essential §onservation
measures, such as the public control of cutting in private forests, which
Gifford Pinchot always advocated. *he American people little realize
today how far they still have to go completely to safeguard their

natural resources.,

The way of telling adds enormously to the value of the Forestry
and Conservation story; clear, simple, forceful, incisive, fresh, full
of color and human interest; despite the 80 years of the author and the
decades that have elapsed since the events described. The account of
the Ballinger controversy is a masterpiece of lucid and convincing expo-
sition which should lay finally to rest any lingering suspicion that
Ballinger might have been wronged.

The American people are prone to accept lightly invaluable contri-
butions to their welfare unless nade by men in the highest po%fions or
by the gommanders of victorious armies. This reviewer is convinced,
however, that the final assay will show that Gifford Pinchot stands in
the very front rank of those who have made major contributions to our
national welfare. It will show that he did this by making a wvital
issue/;ftha Conservation of all our natural resources on which the well-
being of all our people must depend for all time., And it will show that
he did this in spite of unbelievable inertia and opposition,

Breaking New Ground should be a new and badly needed stimulus to



the cause for which its author so willingly sacrificed his career.

He closes with the solemn warning that the need for taking care of all
natural resources everywhere, and for making sure that they are used
for the benefit of all and not the few, is far more important and far
more Wwgent now than ever before,

The reasons are an open book when many nations struggle to recon-
struct war ravaged economies, when to raise their standards of living
backward nations strive desperately to industrialize, when many countries
gsearch for ways and means to prevent recurring depressions and insure
continuous full employment, and when all the ill fed, ill-housed, and
i1l clothed and the rank and file of men everywhere seek freedom from
want and a decent measure of the better things of 1life. Nations with
abundant resources have an immense advantage in reaching their objec-
tives; those lacking in resources labor under an almost unsurmountable
handicap. A global search for resources, unprecedented in its scope
and intensity, merely reflects expanding needs and diminishing supplies,

This solemn warning is Gifford Pinchot's final message to us and
t?&osterity.

Earle H. Clapp
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. THE BIRTH OF "CONSERVATION" AS WE KNOW IT

How the Word Became the Key to a New Concept

In his book Breaking New Ground Gifford Pinchot describes the esvents surrounding

. the ppllcatlon of the word "comservation’ to a unified concept of man's dependence

on natural rescurces as the sole means of sustaining life on ecarth. Before this
time there had been no ceerdinated thinking about overall natural resource protec-
tion and development, only unrelated activity for each individual resource.

While riding horseback onc day in February 1907, Gifford Pinchet pcndered the
problem of many government programs all connected with natural resources but often
operating at cross purposes,

The following, taken for the book, beginning on page 321, is a pavtial account in
his own words of how the new conservation concept originated:

"It had never occurred to us that we were all parts one of another. And the fact
that the Federal Government had taken up the protection of the various natural
resources individually and at intervals during more than half a century doubtless
confirmed our bureaucratic nationalism,

Moreover, every separate Government agency having to do with natural resources was
riding its own hobby in its ocwn direction. Instead of being, as we should have
been, like a squadron of cavalry, all acting together for a single purpose, we were
like loose horses in a field, each one following his- own nose.

"Every bureau chief was for himself and his own work, and the devil take all the
others. Everyone operated inside his own fence, and few were big enough to sce
over it. They were all fighting each other for place and credit and funds and
jurisdiction. What little cooperation there was between them was an accidental,
voluntary, and personal matter between men who happened to be friends.

""Here were not isolated and separate problems. My work had brought me inte touch
with all of them. But what was the basic link between them?

"Suddenly the idea flashed through my head that there was a unity in this complica-
tion--that the relation of one resource to another was not the end of the story.
Here were no longer a lot of different, independent, and often antagonistic
questions, each on its own separate little island, as we had been in the habit of
thinking. 1In place of them, here was one single question with many parts. _Seen
in this new light, all these separate questions fitted into and made up the one
great central problem of tht use of the earth for the good of man.

"To me it was a good deal like coming out a dark tummel. I had been seeing one
spot of light ahead. Here, all of a sudden, was a whole landscape. Or it was like
lifting the curtain on a great new stage.

"It took time for me to appreciate that here were the makings of a new policy, not
merely nationwide but world-wide in its scope--fundamentally important because it
involved not only the welfare but the very existence of men on the earth. I did
see, however, that something ought te be done about it.

M1217 * (more)
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,JJBut, you may say, hadn't plenty of people before that day seen the value of
" Forestry, of irrigation, of developing our streams, and much besides? Hadn't
plenty pointed out the threat of erosion, the shame and pity of the destruction of
wildlife, and the reasons against man's vandalism of many kinds? Hadn't plenty
pointed out that forests, for example, affect floods, and many other cases in which
one natural resource reacts upon another?

"Certainly they had. But so far as 1 knew then or have since been able to find
out, it had occurred to nobody, in this country or abrocad, that here was one
question instead of many, one gigantic single problem that mnust be solved if the
generations, as they came and went, were to live civilized, happy, useful lives in
the lands which the Lord their God had given them.

", . . But to return to the newborn idea. The first man I carried it to was Overton
Price, Within a few days 1 told him the story as we rode our horses together on

the Virginia side of the Potomac, and asked what he thought of it., He saw it as I
did. I was glad of that, for my reliance on his judgment was very great.

"After Overton, I discussed my brain child not only with my Father and Mother, whose
interest in my work never flagged, but with McGee, Newell, Gannett, Shipp,
Beveridge, and others. It was McGee who grasped it best. He sensed its full
implication even meore quickly than I had done, and saw its future more clearly.

"McCee became the scientific brains of the new wmovement. With his wide general
knowledge and highly original mind we developed, as 1 never could have done alone,
the breadth and depth of meaning which lay in the new idca. McGee had constructive
imagination.

"It was McGee, for example, who defined the new policy as the use of the natural
resources for the greatest good of the greateat number for the longest time, It
was McGee who made me see, at long last and after much argument, that monopoly
of natural resources was only less dangerous to the public welfare than their
actual destruction.

“Wery soon after my own mind was clear enough to state my proposition with confi-
dence, I took it to T.R., as I expected, understood, accepted, and adopted it
without the smallest hesitation. It was directly in line with everything he had
been thinking and doing. It became the heart of his Administration.

"Launching the Conservation movement was the most significant achievement of the
T.R. Administration, as he himself believed. It scems altogether probable that it
will also be the achievement for which he will be longest and most gratefully
remembered.

"Having just been born, the new arrival was still without a name. There had to be
a name to call it by before we could even attempt to make it known, much less give
it a permanent place in the public mind. What should we call it?

"Both Overton and 1 knew that large organized avreas of Government forest lands in
British India were named Conservancies, and the foresters in charge of them Conser-
vators. After many other suggestions and long discussions, either Price or I (I'm
not sure which and it doesn't matter) proposed that we apply a new meaning to a
word already in the dictiomary, and christen the new policy Conservation.

M1217 (more)
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“"During one of our rides I put that name up to T.R., and he approved it instantly.
So the c¢hild was named, and that bridge was behird us,

"Today, when it would be hard to find.an intelligent man in the United States who
hasn't at least some conception of what Conservation means, it seems incredible
that the very word, in the sense in which we use it now, was unknown less than
forty years ago." ?

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLOPEDIA published in 1914 (New York) bears out Gifferd
Pinchot's claim that conservation of natural resources was a totally new concept.
This encyclopedia said:

"The conservation movement sprang directly from the forest movement in the United
States. The United States Forest Service developed in 10 years, under the leader-
ship of Gifford Pinchot, from a minor division in the Department of Agriculture to
an organization administering in the public interest nearly 200,000,000 acres of
forest land, employing 3,000 persons and aiding indispensably in the growth and
development of the West. Gifford Pinchot was the first man to see that the use
and the misuse of all the natural resources are interdependent, that conservation
of these natural resources is essential to the national and individual welfare. . .

dedesekvede
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From Gifford Pinchot, Breaking New Ground (New York: HErcourt
Brace Jovanovich, 1947; reprint Seattle: University of wWashington
Press, 1972)., pp. 47-50.

/p.47/ Richard M. Hunt, at that time the foremost American architect
and Frederick Law Olmsted, first and greatest cf American landscaps
architects, were engaged, in the early nineties, in creating for
George W. Vanderbilt near Asheville, North Carolina, what was
intended to be the most beautiful and elaborate country estate in
America.

/p.48/ Mr. Olmstad was to me one of the men of the centuzry. He
was a guiet-spoken little lame man with a most magnificent head an-
one of the best minds I have ever had the good luck to encounter.

His knowledge was far wider than his profession. He knew the
territory of the United States as few men knew it, and he was full
of stories of the early days. . . .

Biltmore House, the cv“ter of the Vanderbilt estate, not vet
completed when F saw it first., was m magnificent chateau of Indiana
limestone. With the terrace and stables it was a thousand feet in
length. 1Its setting was superb, the view from it breath-taking,
and as a feudal castle it would have been beyond criticssm, and
perhaps beyond praise.

But in the United States ¢f the nineteenth century and among T
one-room Cabina of .hm ADDalaChlan Iau;talneera, it Jid t

L=
concentrated wealtn. Even in the ea:ly ninetles L nad sense enougn
to see that.

The Biltmore Estate was to include a model farm, a great
arboretum, a vast game preserve, and, if Mr. OW*S ed's e
were carried out, the first example of practi £
in the United States. The conception was, ©
but it was George Vanderbilt who put it throug:

George was a lover of art and of ths gresat

cutdoors,

simple, and rather shyv voung man, too midch and too long she 4
female relatives, e““fnuuaLw rich, unmarried, but without
stables or chorus girls in his cosmos. Biltmore was his
delight. To his very great credit, considering his assocc
his bringing up, he had real sense of social resonsibil S
eager to do more than aely live on his monev.
/. 49/ G.W.V. wa s & shin_“g contrast to many of his £xri
whose ideal of life was exist without work. I wondered then,
and I continue to wonds at the 'nVLnCLble idit C z
men with money who bsliev hev can have a
Just by trying to hawv: time.
The man who merely ement soo
given over to escapln m. Sconer
pursues him like a £u dlers are
ave worked hard al do say it, I have earned my
living, although I nev t and I have had more fun than anv
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ten of them. No man can be really happy without a job. All of which
is respectfully submitted.

It was Mr. Olmsted whc was responsible for the plan tc make
Biltmore Estate the nest egg for practical Forestry 'in America.

I was able to discuss the matter with him because I had already made
myself familiar with the needs and conditions at Biltmore. Morecover
my Father and Mr. Oliisted were old friends, Both facts doubltess
had much to do with my being invited to take charge of Biltmore
Forest. It happened on December €, 1891, Jjust under a year after I
got home. . . .

But to me, as I set down at the time, what was worth almost
more than the cpportunity to work was the fact that Mr. Olmsted
toock my profession sericusly, and took with equal seriousness the
assumption which he made that I was able to practice it. I have
never forgotten I . 50 / what it meant to a youngster just
getting started to be treated to some extent as an egqual, and I
shall always hold myself deep in his debt for what he cid for me.

remember that this i§ from GP's own apolcgia, written fifty years
later, but it is interestédg.

DAC
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serving in Bilitmore as a prenrice in 1897
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Afer graduating in Mechanical Engincering ac the Yale i
Sheffield Scientific School (he was cockswain of the Yale Uni-

Fritz L. Olmsted in 1909
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more and with Biltmore forestry. He was so much impressed

that he dropped Survev Enzincering as such and rook up

torestryv as a carver, workinz under Dr. Senenck i Bl

ore
tor a number of months. Thereupon he studied forestry in

Germany under Sir Dictrich Brandis and at the University

QE \.] !'E. -h _I_'—'.'_C_I_-f lehu _[.:‘IDLGQ!_"I __i n _LS?_’J_. . [“{C VJI 50 Sttﬁlcd

practical forestry in the Northwest Provinces of India upon

the advice of St Dietrich,

His carly activitics were connected with Gifford Pinchot’s
Division of Forestry in Washington D. C. and arc praised
repeatedly in G. P.’s book “Breaking New Ground”: In
1902, when a Subdivision of Forest Products was formed,
Fritz Olmsted was placed in charge “because he was one of
the most capable, experienced and mature men of the
office™. On his page 281, G. P. deseribes wittily a ranger
examination conducted by Olmsted in the Bitterroot Valley
of Montana. When the boundary lines of the “Forest Reser-
ves” in the West were established (1933), the whole organi-
zation was placed “under the highly comperent direction
of F. E. Olmsted” (G. P.'s book page 252). On another
page, G. P. speaks of him as onc of the shining figures of
American forestry. After exploring the Sierra forests assisted
by Coert duBois for 2 number of vears, he was raised to the
position of Forest Inspector, later District Forester in Ca-

Resigning from the Forest Service in 1910, Olmsted
worked for a number of vears in the East as a consulting
forester, with Boston for his H. Q. and with two of his old
forestey friends (Didk Fisher and Ralph Bryant) for asso-
ciates. Bur his soul remained wedded to the West. Returning
to California he founded the Mrt. Tamalpais Fire Association
in Marin County and served as Consulting Forester in
different parts of the state. In 1917, he built a house on the
campus of Stamford University and lived (as a writer) there
with his family until his death in 1925,

Fritz — more properly Frederick Erskine Olmsred - was
born on November 8, 1873 son or Aibert Henry Olmstedt
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and Lucy Sawyer Hollister. On Seprember 13, 1909 he mar-
ried Florence Starbuck duBois, sister of Coert duBois, Bilt-
more 1905. There is living a sister of Fritz, Mrs. Theodosia,
widow of George W. Culver. Mrs. Culver lives in hotels and
frequently changes residence.

One of his sons is Frederick Olmsted, a physicist in the
Cleveland clinic. His address: 1251 Qakridee Drive, Cleve-
land Heizhts, Ohio. Another son, julian, is with the Immi-

gration and Naturalization Service of the U. S. Government

and lives with his wife Virginia in Tucson, Arizona.

The grandchildren are: Frederick’s, Leslic Charlotte Olm-
‘sted, Coerr duBois Olinsted. Jjulian’s, Margaret Langham
Olmsted, Frederick Erskine Olmsted.

Address of his widow:

22 Sagamore Road,
Bronxville § N Y.
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The USDA Forest Service now main-
tains Grey Towers and 100 acres of
grounds that include virgin white pine
and hemlock forests. The present hold-
ings were conveyed to the Forest Service
by Pinchot’s heirs in 1963.

Dedication ceremonies, marking a
new era in Pinchot conservation, were
held in the natural amphitheater on the
grounds on Sept. 24, 1963. President John
F. Kennedy was among the dignitaries
present. For Kennedy it was the first stop
of his last conservation tour of America.
He called his trip “a journey to save
America’s natural heritage — a journey
to preserve the past and protect the fu-
ture.”

The Pinchot Institute for Conserva-
tion Studies is located at the former
home. Its purpose is to further conserva-
tion programs of the Forest Service and
other conservation agencies through re-
search, training, and conferences.

s T "'3%‘ SR S e i
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reatest Good for the Greatest Number |

plementing programs to improve public
understanding of conservation princi-
ples, programs that will lead to greater
public appreciation and more effective
participation in resource management
and the decision-making process.

It will also provide an oportunity for
people to visit the historic Pinchot family
estate. The estate, Grey Towers — A
registered National Historic Landmark
— was the home of an aristocratic French
family who migrated to America. The
family was wealthy, influential, and dedi-
cated to the promise of the future. They
knew science and politics. They were
achievers with empathy for the public
and a deep understanding of the need for
wise stewardship of the land and the
environment. i

Grey Towers will include a place for §
honoring those who have achieved great-
ness in developing the fundamental
American concept of resource conserva-
tion to enhance the quality of life.
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ifford Pinchot

e Used the Land for the C
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[ Gifford Pinchot was a true humanita-
' rian. Born to wealth, endowed with im-
.‘ agination, foresight, and a love of nature,
" he shared his possessions and his intellect
; with his fellow Americans in order to
| make the American environment a better
/ place for living.
] For half a century, Gifford Pinchet
ﬁ was America’s leading advocate of en-
| vironmental conservation. In just two
! decades of his 81-year long life he raised
. forestry and conservation of all resources
from an unknown experiment to a nation-
wide movement. He made the nation con-
scious of the need to manage its forests.
He developed a 10-man office into a For-
est Service administering a national sys-
tem of forest reserves. And he made
conservation public issue and national
policy.

In fact, conservation was a word that
Gifford Pinchot brought into everyday
usage. He chose the word conservation to
describe the effort of maintaining and
protecting environmental resources for
all generations.

Father’s Philosophy

Gifford Pinchot derived his conserva-
tion philosophy from his father, James
Pinchot. In fact, it was at Grey Towers in
the 1880’s that James discussed the rela-
tionship of forests and natural resources
to the welfare of a strong nation with his
sons, Gifford and Amos. It was at Grey
Towers, too, that the older man suggest-
ed that his son, Gifford, study forestry,
then an unknown profession in the United
States.

After graduation from Yale Universi-
ty in 1889, Pinchot went abroad to attend
L’Ecole Nationale Foresterie in Nanecy,
France, and to receive the tutorage of the
prominent European foresters of Ger-
many, France, Switzerland and Austria.

When he returned home as America’s
first professional forester, Pinchot was
offered the job of forest manager on
George W. Vanderbilt’s 7,000-acre Bilt-
more Estate near Asheville, N.C. Pinchot
put his professional training to work on
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charged with recommending a forest pol- @»

y icy for the United States to President
(@™ —Theodore—Roosevelt- In this capacity, §
Pinchot travelled over hundreds of miles |
of America’s great forests, many of §
which were later to become National |}
Forests. He delivered lectures and wrote &
papers, based on the information he ¢
gathered in the woods. Throughout, he °

served as friend and advisor to the Presi-

dent. e
Named Chief

In 1898, Pinchot was named Chief of
the Division of Forestry in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. When he took over
the division it had 10 employes who con-
ducted studies and published information
on forestry. Within a year, 35 states were
calling on the division for advice.

Pinchot’s Division of Forestry be-
came a Bureau of Forestry in 1901. And in
1905, when the Bureau became an agency
known as the USDA Forest Service, re-
serves that had been set aside in the
public domain under the jurisdiction of
the General Land Office were placed
under its administration. The reserves
were soon rechristened National Forests.
And the Forest Service set to work de-
veloping effective protection and ad-
ministration programs for these public
properties, guided by the principle that
they should be managed on Pinchot’s
ideal, for ““the greatest good of the great-
est number in the long run.”

In the peaceful town of Milford, the quiet,
well-cared-for elegance of Grey Towers continues
to remind visitors of the relationship of Gifford
Pinchot to the American land and woods.

At Pinchot’s urging, President
Roosevelt called a Conference of Gover-
nors in 1908 to discuss conservation of
natural resources. The enthusiasm en-
gendered at this parley produced a new
cooperative Federal-State outlook on pro-
tection and wise use of resources. Pinchot
followed the Governor’s Conference with
another suggestion to call a North Ameri-
can Conservation Conference. President
Roosevelt commissioned the Chief Fores-
ter to deliver his invitations in person to
the Governor General of Canada and the
President of Mexico. The meeting took
place in 1909 and again set a precedent,
this time on the international level.

Continued Crusade
Pinchot served as Chief of the Forest
Service until 1910. He went on to become
Governor of Pennsylvania for two terms,
1923-27 and 1931-35. Through the years he
continued his crusade for forestry.

Pinchot’s residen
and was the design
designed the base of

sylvania Military Colleg
ceived the Sir William ¢
Medal.

During his last few
finished his autobiograp
rise of forestry and ¢
America — the period fro
book, “Breaking New G
lished posthumously in 1

New Plan

At the time of his d
was working on a new
ment plan for his estal
urging and making plan
tional conference on ¢¢
interrelationship of man
ment. Without a doubt, ¢
scientific forestry were
ests of his life.

Along the woodland {
ly’s country estate in |
Pinchot learned to love
there that he engender«
scientific pursuit of fore

The grounds of the !
consisted of 3,600 acres ¢
ing the watershed of the
Grey Towers, the main
estate, was built in 16
father. Designed by Am
Richard Morris Hunt, w
the base of the Statue
French chateau-like stru
name from its three gr
towers.

Eastward \

Poised above a hil
‘meadow, Grey Towers
eastward view of the bor
nestled between the fame
tains and the Delawas
beyond to the distant my
Jersey.

Part of Grey Towers
vated and is preserved ;
the memory of Gifford I
of its 41 rooms still cont
Pinchot furnishings as te
ant Nineteenth Century
the treasures of the worl
servationist are on PpET
here.



Pinchot’s residence, Grey Towers, was built in 1886,
was the design of Robert Morris Hunt, who also
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New Plan

. the time of his death in 1946, he
sorking on a new forest manage-
plan for his estate. He was also
r and making plans for an interna-
conference on conservation, the
elationship of man and his environ-
Without a doubt, conservation and
ific forestry were the major inter-
f his life.
long the woodland trails of his fami-
ountry estate in Milford, Gifford
ot learned to love nature. It was
that he engendered ideas for his
ific pursuit of forestry. '
1e grounds of the estate originally
ted of 3,600 acres of land, dominat-
e watershed of the Sawkill Brook.
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, was built in 1886 by Gifford’s
. Designed by American architect
rd Morris Hunt, who also designed
ase of the Statue of Liberty, the
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Eastward View
pised above a hillside orcharded
ow, Grey Towers commands an
ard view of the borough of Milford,
d between the famed Pocono Moun-
and the Delaware River, and
d to the distant mountains of New

y.
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and is preserved as a museum to
emory of Gifford Pinchot. Several
41 rooms still contain the original
ot furnishings as testimony to eleg-
ineteenth Century living. Some of
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Dedicated by Kennedy

The Pinchot Institute for Conserva-
tion Studies was dedicated by President
John F. Kennedy in 1963. In 1977 the
program was expanded to include a
Visitor Information Service program, a
Human Resource program, historic re-
storation, and national program ele-
ments. The institute will contribute to the
long range management of the environ-
ment by conducting conferences to im-

chateau like structure derived its name from the three grey-
colored stone towers.

Grey Towers symbolizes those qual-
ities of intellectual freedom and responsi-
bility to humankind that characterize all
the great leaders in the conservation
movement. Their strategies, political
liaisons, and techniques were different,
but their unanimity of purpose and dedi-
cation marked these greats of conserva-
tion as citizens to whom every American,
every citizen of the world, owes a debt of
respect — and gratitude. It is appropriate

that they be honored here where the
conservation principles they pioneered
still live and grow.

prove technology transfer, environmen-
tal education, urban forestry, and policy
formulation and by developing and im-

His Legacy Is a Rich One

While Gifford Pinchot is chiefly remembered in the nation for his contribution to forest
preservation, his cabpable administration as governor of Pennsylvania is also well worthy of

recollection.
During his tenure, many advances were made. In his first inaugural address he promised to

reorganize the state government and make it more efficient.

Unlike many of the politicians who make such promises, Pinchot carried through, with the
bulk of his plans being incorporated in a new state administrative code.

Bringing many bureaus and commissions together, he coordinated much work and saw an end
to needless duplication.

It was under Pinchot that the governor was given responsibility for preparation of a budget for

all state financial affairs.
His concept of a retirement system — with pensions for state employes — was implemented

and one of the first state mental health programs in the nation was begun.
New regulations, aimed at protecting wildlife, were implemented and a realignment of the

state welfare program was brought to pass.
He also initiated a program for the improving and building of new rural thoroughfares, which

were aptly tagged “Pinchot roads.”
In the history of Pennsylvania governors, Pinchot is remembered as one of the most able and

foresighted.
A trip to his Milford estate does much to conjure up the spirit of this man called “the father of

the U.S. Forestry system.”

By LANCE EVANS
Times FOCUS Editor




Firet Chief Foruoter, U.S5, Forest Servica, Department of Agriculturae, borm in
Simgbury, Comn,, August 11, 1865. Son of James W, and Mary P, Pinchot,
Wife: Cormnelia Elizeboth Bryce; one son, Gifford Bryce.

1889 - A.B. degree, Yale. Studied forentry at the Ecole National Foresticre
at Mancy, France; and in Germany, Austria and Switzerland under Sir Datrich

Brendis.

1892 - first practicing professional forester in America, began initial
syotematic forest work in U.S. on G.W. Vanderbilt estate, Riltmore, N.C.

near Asheville,

-

1894 - developed forestry oxhibit for Chicago World's Fair,

1896 ~ at age 31, was named member of National Forest Commisslon of the National
Academy of Sciences. Commisalon was assigned task of originating national
policy on foreetry and to recommend came to Federal Government., Piuchot's worl
on coumission resulted. in laylng foundation for much of Nation's preseut

forest policy.

1897 - appointed special forest agent for the Department of the Interior., He
wag assigned duty of making a general study of the forest reserves,
recommending boundary modifications, and proposing organization of a forest
service, Traveled by horse and foot through much of the wild and inaccessible

country in tQF Weat.

1898 - President McKinley appointed Pinchot as Chief of Division of Forestry
in tho Departuent of Agriculture (in 1902 Burecau of Forestry).

1902 - made personal inspection of forest regsources of Philippine Islands and
recompended forest policy for same to President Thaodore Roosevelt which
led to establichment of the Philippine Forest Service,

1903-36 - professor of forestry, Yale; emeritus thereafter..

1905 - became Chief Forester of U,S. FOREST SERVICE when the Service was
egtabliched with the transfer of the Forest Reserves (later known as National
Forests) from Departmeut of the Interior to Departmont of Agriculture., 43
million acres came under administration; by 1963 National Forests had
increased to 186 million acros.

1907-08 = developed the theory of CONSERVATION of Natural Resources and
Pregident Theodore Roosevelt accepted came as the major theme of his

adminigtration.
1908 = Chairman of National Conservation Commission.

1908 - Suggested first Conference of Governors; appointed Chairman of Joint
Committee on Concervation at Governors' Conference,

1909 - Originated plans for first North American Conference on Comservation
and delivered invitations in person on bchalf of President Theodore Roosevelt

to the Canadian and Mexican govermments,
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1910 - Controvergy over public land policies in relation to Alaska coul lands
between Pinchot and Sccretary of the Interlor Richard A, Ballinger resulted
in Pinchot's dismiosul Ly President Taft; later, Congressional hearing in
which Pinchot and his aides were represented by Attormey Louls D, Brandeis
(late Supreme Court justice), resulted in new leglslation strengthening
Govermment's authority over public lands,

1910 - Elected President of Natlonal Consevvation Associatiou and held post
uncil 1925,

1914-15 - served on Cémmtnsion for Relief in Belgium,
1917-19 ~ Meuber U.S._Food Administration,

1920-22 - Commigsioner of Forestry, Pennsylvania,

1923 - Negotiated settlement of anthraclte coal strike,
1923-27 « 1931-35 ~ Go;erncr of Pennsylvania (2 terms),

1940 - Awarded Sir Willism Schllch Forestry Medal by the Society of American
Foresters; second American to win Jdistinguished honor, Franklin D. Rooscvelt

being the first in 1934.

1942-43 - at gge 78, prowoted developmant of life-esaving technique and fiching
equipnment for sailors and aviators adrift om the oceans as the result of

enewy action,

1945 - completed "Breaking New Ground" =- book on his role of development of
forestry and conservation iu America, covering perlod from 1889-1910,
(Publisghed in 1947, Harcourt, Brace & Co,)

Oct, &, 1946 = Died of lcukemia at age 81,

Written works include: "Biltwore Forest;" 'The White Pine," (with 1l.S, Graves);
"Timber Trees and Forests of North Carolina," (with W.W. Ashe); "Primer of
Forestry" (Part I and 1I); "The Fight for Conservation;" "The Training of a
Forester;" "Six Thousand Country Churches," (with C,0., Gi1l); "To The South
Seas;" "Just Fishing Talk;" and "Dreaking New Ground,"

A founder and a Fellow of the Suciety of American Foresters (1900); member of
Royal English Arboricultural Society; American Museum of Natural Jlistory;
Wachington Acadewny of Scicnces; Peonsylvania Academy of Sciences, and the
American Academy of Politlcal and Social Sciences,

lionorary degrees: Yale, Priuceton, Michigan Agricultural College, McGill
University, Pennsylvania Military College and Temple University,

llones: Grey Towers, Milford, Pike County, Pennsylvania; and 1615 Rhode Inland
Avenue, N.W,, Washington, D.C,
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A CRUSADER PASSES

Gifford Pinchot completed his last
term as Governor of Pennsylvania only
a decade ago. He had been an elder
statesman since the youth of the second
World War were babies. His was a long
career and a busy one. But now that
he is gone, at the ripe age of 81, he is
most likely to be remembered as he
was in the fiery crusading days of his
young manhood: the wealthy youth
who turned from luxury to the hardness
of outdoor life; acquired a lasting pas-
sion for the conservation of forests and
other natural resources; came to exu-
berant political maturity during the
administrations of Theodore Roosevelt;
became a national figure when he at-
tacked Taft's Secretary of the In-
terior Ballinger over the Alaska coal-
land leases; and in 1912 stood at
Armageddon with the rest of the Pro-
gressives and “battled for the Lord.”

Nothing that he did after 1912 was
as spectacular as what he did before
that time. But he had already left his
mark. He had encouraged Theodore
Roosevelt to save for all the people
many of the resources in the public
domain. He had given great impetus
to the mighty movement which has
savell forest lands, both public and pri-
vate; which has stimulated the use of
the western waters; which has re-
claimed the valley of the Tennessee,
planted shelter-belts and spread the
gospel of phosphates and contour
ploughing; he was not, perhaps, the
father of conservation, but he was
mighty among its prophets.

He was a tall man who loved the
open air, a fighter who did not mellow
with age, a politician who left his own
party when the weight of good princi-
ple seemed to lie elsewhere. He voted
twice for Franklin D. Roosevelt, but
history will place him in the golden
age of Theodore, where, perhaps, he
would be happier.
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Pinchot’s Contributions to American Forestry
By M. Nelson McGeary

EDITOR’S NOTE: This paper was the first of three papers presented at the 54th annual mecting of the
Mississippi Valley Hi<torical Association on April 20, 1961, at Detroit, Michigan. The other papers in the
session entitled “Architects of American Forestry™ were on Austin Cary and William B. Greeley. Dr. McGeary
is a professor of political science at Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pa. He is the author of
Gifford Pinchot; Forester-Politician which was published in 1960 by the Princeton University Press. This first
biography of the first Chief Forester of the United States is mow being offered to Forest History Society
members at a saving when purchase is made through the Society.

Gifiord Pinchot was born, in 1865, to wealth. His
father was a successful business man. His mother in-
herited a substantial sum of money. A notation which
he wrote in his diary at the age of thirty-three indi-
cates that he had few financial worries, “All day with
Father counting securities and cutting off coupons.™
Unlike some rich men’s sons, however, Pinchot looked
on his money as wages which society had paid him in
advance, and which it was his duty to work out.

At Yale University, where he was graduated in
1889, he followed the suggestion of his father and
pointed toward a career in forestry. Travelling to Eu-
rope for intensive study, he was the first American to
become a trained forester. Among the first of his ac-
tivities in his chosen profession was the management
of forest lands on the Biltmore estate of George W.
Vanderbilt in North Carolina. A few years later he
assumed the headship of the tiny Division of Forestry
in the Federal Department of Agriculture, a unit
which he developed into the U.S. Forest Service.

Friendship with T.R.

Pinchot, a mere bureau chief, and President Theo-
dore Roosevelt developed an unusually close friend-
ship and admiration for each other. Together they
chopped wood for exercise, played tennis, threw a
medicine ball, hiked, and rode horses. On special occa-
sions such as election nights and Christmas dinners,
Pinchot frequently was one of the select few invited
to the White House. Rarely did Roosevelt take im-
portant action concerning matters handled by the
Departments of Agriculture or Interior without first
consulting Pinchot. Speeches which Pinchot wrote for
the President were often accepted with only minor
revisions, Some idea of Roosevelt's feelings (while
President) for his Chief Forester were shown in an
effusive letter which the President sent him at the end
of the Roosevelt administration: “As long as I live I
shall feel for you a mixture of respect and admiration
and of affectionate regard. I am a better man for hav-
ing known vou. I feel that to have been with you will
make my children better men and women in after life;
and I cannot think of a man in the country whose loss
would be a more real misfortune to the Nation than
vours would be. . . . T owe to you a peculiar debt of
obligation for a very large part of the achievement of
this administration.” *

After T. R. left Washington—as is well known—
Pinchot continued as head of the Forest Service under
Taft. Then came the Ballinger-Pinchot fight and the

[21

directive by Taft to fire Pinchot for disrespect to the
President and official insubordination. In the subse.
quent Cougressional investigation, Ballinger won 4
technical victory by gaining the support of seven of
the twelve investigators, but in the public’s mind
Pinchot won the war.

For the remainder of his life Pinchot maintained a
strong interest in forestry and conservation. From
1910 until the early 1920’s he beat the drums for con-
servation as president of the National Conservation
Association, a pressure group which he had been in-
strumental in founding. And for some two years
(1920-1922) he served as head of the Forestry Depart-
ment of the state of Pennsylvania. It was during the
decade 1910 to 1920, however, that Pinchot developed
the urge to run for political office. In 1914 he cam-
paigned unsuccessfully for United States Senator from
Pennsylvania. Later, he tried two other times for the
Senate seat, and on three occasions he sought the
Governor's chair in Pennsylvania. Defeated in four
of his six major campaigns, he twice was elected Gov-
ernor (1922 and 1930). He died in 1946 at 81.

Pinchot unquestionably was a highly controversial
figure. Some persons placed him on a pedestal; others
despised him. Few were neutral. One of the men who
worked with him in organizing the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters, for example, said in later years that
Pinchot was “the greatest soul I have ever known.”*
On the other hand, Pinchot’s files are replete with
letters like the following: “I hope your soul rots m
contrition the balance of your living days. Hell will
take care of your hereafter.”

Part of the explanation for the attitude of those whe
looked upon Pinchot with disfavor lay in some of his
personal characteristies. Although there is not time
here for a full analysis of his personality, passing men-
tion can be made of a few of his traits.

Black or White

For one thing, he was unusually frank: he cnee
argued that “The soft pedal is still the most danger-
ous enemy of progress.”* Although his habit of say-
ing exactly what he thought endeared him to mans
people, at the same time it embittered many others.

A second characteristic was his tendency to se
things in either black or white, seldom in grays. In the
words of one man who worked with him over a period
of years, “you had to be with him 100 per cent of the
time to be right.” When Pinchot lost confidence in
President Taft, everything about Taft seemed to be
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wrong; Theodore Roosevelt, on the other hand,
scarcely could do any wrong. It seems fair to say that
Pinchot sometimes was too ready to question the mo-
tives of persons who differed with him.

Impetuous Nature

Friends and enemies alike found him impetuous. On
occasion he jumped at conclusions. Now and then
when he heard that something had been said or done
of which he disapproved, he would make a public
statement to the effect that “I am informed, ete. ete.”
Continuing “If this is true,” he would then lash out
at the alleged offender. In case Pinchot’s information
was found to be in error, he could truthfully assert
that he had not made a definite charge. But damage
might already have been done.

It can be argued, furthermore, that Pinchot was
“spoiled” by Theodore Roosevelt. Pinchot was the
kind of man who needed to have a feeling of impor-
tance. While he served as a bureau chief under Roose-
velt that need was amply met. But in other situa-
tions, where Pinchot did not find himself treated as a
kind of crown prince, he had difficulty in working ami-
cably with his superiors and with persons on the same
echelon as himself. His entire career was dotted with
a series of personal ruptures with such diversified per-
sons as Bernhard Fernow, Charles Sargent, Robert
LaFollette, Herbert Hoover, and Harold Ickes.

In short, as one of his admirers phrased it, Pinchot
had a faculty for antagonizing his friends as well as
alienating his enemies.

Analysis of Criticism

During my study of Pinchot I have read and
listened to a measure of scoffing directed at the ac-
tivities of the gentleman in the field of forestry and
conservation. Some of the criticism stems from his
characteristics mentioned above. Some is justified
and some is exaggerated. This criticism, generally
speaking, can be summarized thusly:

That he tended to overstate his own importance in
the field of forestry and to ignore the accomplishments
of others. There is no denying the truth of some of this
charge, although it is of course a common human frail-
ty. Pinchot was inclined to belittle the work of the men,
like John Wesley Powell and Bernhard Fernow, who
came before him and helped lay the foundation upon
which forestry in the United States could be built. Few
persons could go along with Pinchot's reference to
his own father as the father of forestry in this country.

It was unfortunate that Pinchot, in his autobio-
graphical book, Breaking New Ground, did not even
mention Colonel William B. Greeley, one-time head
of the United States Forest Service, a man whom
Pinchot felt had “sold out” to the lumbermen.

That Pinchot talked much about helping the “little
man,” but that in reality his ideas worked to the ad-
vantage of the big man, viz big cattlemen and biy
lumbermen. Along with this charge there often goes

the inference that Pinchot was not sincerely and pri-
marily on the side of the little man.

Pinchot’s advocacy of scientific cutting of the for-
ests in order to obtain a sustained yield unquestion-
ably played into the hands of large lumbermen; such
methods were not as applicable to small tracts of tim-
ber as to large. But it definitely does not follow that
his sympathies were with the big man. In both his
forestry and political careers he repeatedly spoke of
his desire to aim at a goal of the greatest good for the
greatest number, and there is every reason to con-
clude that this expression honestly stated his attitude.
On one occasion, while working in the Forest Service,
Pinchot made a trip to the West to investigate the
problem of grazing. Writing to his mother during his
travels he reported that he saw “Big men turning
sheep on to small men’s lands. . . . It was one of the
best cases I ever saw of the routine way some big men
oppress some small men. I know where I stand in that
matter.” ® This letter was symptomatic of an attitude
that persisted throughout his life. Even some of his
enemies admitted to me that Pinchot was sincerely in-
terested in the welfare of the common man.

Not a Preservationist

That he was not a true conservationist, because he
approved such things as grazing in the government
forest reserves or the construction of Heteh Hetchy
dam in the scenic Yosemite Valley area; or because he
was not much interested in preserving wildlife or in
preserving forests for scenic reasons. Some persons
have complained that when Pinchot viewed a beauti-
ful forest he thought of it not in terms of preservation
for scenery but of whether it was ripe for cutting.

Part of the criticism of this nature resulted from
different conceptions of conservation. Some sincere
conservationists tended to emphasize preservation of
forests; others, like Pinchot, stressed wse. Pinchot
once defined forestry as “the art of using the forest
without destroying it.”® It is a fact that scenery and
wildlife were never uppermost in his mind.

That Pinchot deserted forestry and conservation by
going actively into politics. A good many of his friends
in forestry regretted his decision to run for political
office. It is hardly fitting for us here to judge the ap-
propriateness of his pursuing a political career, but we
can say that during the last quarter century of his life
he paid attention to forestry only in fits and starts.
While running for office and while serving as Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania there were other large problems
making serious demands on his time. He did not for-
get forestry, which he continued to call his first love,
but it must be admitted that his first love rode in the
back seat while politics rode with him up front.

And, finally, there is criticism that Pinchot failed to
recognize how much could be and was being accom-
plished through the lumbermen and state govern-
ments in bringing about the use of proper methods in
the cutting of timber.
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A poll taken in the 1920’s showed = stioug feeling
among foresters that government regulation of cut-
ting on private lands was in the public interest. A ma-
jority of the members of the Society of American For-
esters favored state over federal control” Pinchot,
however, was a leader of those who strongly advocated
direct federal control. He had always firmly believed
that the states were ineffective regulators; and his ex-
perience within the state government of Pennsylvania
fortified this conviction. It was difficult for him to
conceive that a man might honestly believe in state
rights; Pinchot was persuaded that the proponent of
state regulation of cutting was primarily interested in
having ineffective regulation. He was highly disturbed,
therefore, when two of his closest friends and former
associates in the U.S. Forest Service, Henry S. Graves
and Herbert A. Smith, opposed federal control. Al-
though never questioning their motives, he confided
to a friend when he learned of Smith's position, “I got
so mad about it that I woke up at two o’clock this
morning, and have not been asleep since.”®

Distrust of Lumbermen

Pinchot never trusted lumbermen as a group. “A
few companies, no doubt, are on the level,” he wrote
a friend in 1938, “but, in my judgment, not many.”*
Five vears before his death he summarized his feel-
ings in another letter; “the efforts to secure a future
supply of timber for the United States, and to safe-
guard the other benefits which the forest confers,
after more than forty years of begging and pleading,
has failed. Forty years of urging the lumbermen to
practice forestry of their own free will has come to
practically nothing.” ¢

In the depth of the great depression when, accord-
ing to Pinchot. “the majority of timber land owners
[were] bankrupt, or verging upon it,” he despaired of
the efficacy of any kind of regulation of private for-
estry. In a letter to Franklin Roosevelt in January,
1933, he maintained that “Neither the crutch of a
subsidy nor the whip of regulation can restore it [pri-
vate forestry]. The solution of the private forest prob-
lem lies chiefly in large scale public acquisition of pri-
vate forest lands.” *?

Further evidence of Pinchot’s feeling of frustration
late in life was his attitude toward the Society of
American Foresters and the American Forestry Asso-
ciation. In 1934 he admitted to a friend that “I have
for vears felt most keenly the disgrace of the desertion
of its early ideals by the Society of American Forest-
ers, with the result of holding back the advancement
of forestry in the United States by a considerable
fraction of a generation.”** And in 1943, charging
among other things that the American Forestry As-
sociation had “fallen under the influence of the lum-
ber interests,” he resigned from that organization.’®

Crities have maintained that the forestryv situation
at the end of Pinchot’s life was better than he believed
it to be. On the other hand, some persons charged
that too many trees were being cut contrary to the
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methods of conservation. Evidence eould be accumy-
lated to support both positions. It is probably fair to
say that Pinchot was somewhat overly pessimistjc
and that the cflorts of himself and others toward con.
servation of forests had not been as fruitless as he -
agined. Although lumbermen still did not always fo)-
low the best possible forestry practices, Pinchot a
parently exaggerated the amount of completely up.
scrupulous cutting that continued to exist.

Positive Contributions

Having paid attention to some of the criticisms of
Pinchot, we can now turn to some of his positive con-
tributions to forestry.

As the first American to become a trained forester,
Pinchot opened the door to a new profession in this
country. Although a few persons disparage Pinchot's
professional ability, most foresters seem to agree that
he knew his subject well. And not only did he bring
his own knowledge to the United States, but he fired
others, such as Henry S. Graves and Overton Price,
with enthusiasm to enter the field of forestry.

Pinchot deserves much credit for getting the for-
estry project started at Biltmore. As Bernhard Fer-
now said, it was “the first . . . continued experiment
in applying forestry methods systematically in Ameri-
ca.” ' Pinchot set out to prove that scientific man-
agement could produce a sustained yield of trees and
a financial profit. Although the projeet never fulfilled
his expectations commercially, it did. as one writer
has evaluated it, “set up for foresters a notable object
lesson of success and failure in forest planning.” *®

Pinchot and his father supplied substantial aid to
foresiry by helping to establish and finance the Yale
Forest School in 1900. Up to that time no graduate
work in forestry had been available in the TUnited
States. The Pinchot family first gave $150,000 to start
the school and later matched this amount with fur-
ther gifts. The contribution of Yale to the profession
is widely acknowledged.

The Master Administirator

Forestry also owes much to Gifford Pinchot for his
achicvements in developing in the national govern-
ment an efficient and effective United States Forest
Serviee. Eschewing the use of political patronage in
choosing his staff, he knit together a dedicated or-
ganization, many of the members of which looked on
Pinchot as their idol.

Pinchot was a master administrator. Someone once
said he would have made an equally fine corporation
president or military leader. Although, as mentioned
above, he sometimes had difficulty in getting along
with his superiors and with persons at his own level.
he had the talent of fostering an unusually high esprit
de corps among those who worked under him. Youth-
ful in spirit, inspired by a high purpose. and deter-
mined to get things done, his enthusiasm for “the
cause” was infectious.



Organizes Profession

Sensing the benefits to be derived from a profes-
sional society, Pinchot took the leadership along with
a half dozen others in organizing in 1900 the Society
of American Foresters. Meetings of this group at
Pinchot’s home in Washington, where the members
were served gingerbread, baked apples, and milk, be-
came a tradition. Certainly the morale of the forest-
ers was not harmed at one of these meetings when
Pinchot persuaded President Theodore Roosevelt to
travel over from the White House to address the
group (using a speech prepared by Pinchot).

But Pinchot’s greatest contribution to forestry re-
sulted from his faculty for popularizing the subject as
a national issue. When Pinchot began his work in this
country, the lumber industry had few scruples about
a policy of “cut and get out.” The young forester's
clear vision convinced him that a continuation of the
current attitude toward the nation’s timber wealth
would be catastrophic.

Pinchot was not alone in the ability to foresee the
consequences of forest devastation, but the difference
between him and the others was his skill at mustering
support for his ideas. Bernhard Fernow, as head of the
little Division of Forestry in the Department of Agri-
culture, had done his best over a period of more than
a decade to champion forestry; but progress was slow.

Salesman-Evangelist

In a prophetic letter written by Mrs. Pinchot to her
son the year after his graduation from Yale, she coun-
seled that he must “help make a public opinion which
will force the Government to do what ought to be
done”** in the field of forestry. Never forgetting her
advice, Pinchot did much to create a national atmos-
phere in which both forestry and conservation were
accepted. Gaining the closest kind of access to Roose-
velt’s ear, he and the President became a most effec-
tive team in promoting ideas which were incubated by
Pinchot, and in bringing forestry sharply to the atten-
tion of the nation. The Chief Forester, as a kind of
combination salesman-evangelist, peddled the gospel
to a large segment of the American public. While di-
recting the Forest Service, for example, he conducted,
with the finesse of modern Madison avenue, a cam-
paign of public relations which included the use of a
classified mailing list of 781,000 names. Day after day,
week after week, month after month, he spoke before
any group that would listen to him—in churches, in
legislative halls, before conventions. In a letter to Sir
Dietrich Brandis, famed British forester, Pinchot in
1904 made clear the emphasis he was placing on prop-
aganda for forestry, “So much of my time is neces-
sarily given to the political side of the subject, to
looking after the appropriations of the Burean, trying
to convince Senators and Representatives that for-
eéstry is to their advantage, and addressing public
Mmeetings of lumbermen and others, that I am almost

eginning to fear that I may cease to be a forester al-

together. Nevertheless, I hope there is a good time
coming when I shall get at my profession again.”*’
The famed Governors' Conference of 1908, which
Roosevelt admitted would never have been held if it
had not been for Pinchot, was merely one device em-
ployed to make conservation a national issue.

At many points the opposition was formidable—
some of it springing from purely selfish motives, and
some of it based on sincere disapproval of his meth-
ods. But for many years Pinchot pounded incessantly
for such goals as public acquisition of forest lands, su-
pervision over cutting on private lands, and sustained
vield management. When the obstacles at times
seemed insurmountable. he liked to quote from the
persistent southern minister who announced that “if
the Lord tells me to butt my head through a stone
wall it is my business to butt and butt, and it’s the
Lord’s business to bring me through.” The dedicated
Pinchot was willing to fight to the point of physical
and mental exhaustion for conservation.

The U. S. Forest Service and the timber industry do
not always agree on estimates of the extent to which
the rate of tree growth in the United States is meet-
ing the present and projected demands for lumber. Tt
can scarcely be denied, however, that Pinchot’s influ-
ence has resulted in less waste in American forests.
And there is good evidence that the forest resources
have been improving since the Forest Service was es-
tablished in 1905. Many persons, private and public,
have contributed to such betterment as has occurred.
But Pinchot, with his strong, solid support from the
White House, deserves credit more than any other in-
dividual for making America conscious of the need for
the conservation of forests. It is not too much to say
that the Roosevelt conservation movement might not
have occurred without Gifford Pinchot.

Pinchot had a number of faults, but I cannot aveid
the conclusion that, all things considered, the United
States is better off for there having been a Pinchot.

In my opinion, he earned his wages.

Footnotes '
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When conservation was king

(continued from page 15)

and TR delighted in carving out 16 million
acres of new reserves before a bill to limit
such Presidential power went into effect.
Congress stormed; the conservationists
chuckled up their sleeves. The relationship
‘between the two men had its side effect,
however. As Nelson McGeary puts it in his
study of Pinchot: “. . . Pinchot was almost
spoiled for any future work under a
superior who did not have full and implicit
faith in his every move.”

Proof of the observation was not long in
coming. Taft became President in 1909,
and in Pinchot’s eyes he couldn’t fill TR’s
shoes. In fact, Taft was a strict construc-
tionist, believing that he shouldn’t go
beyond the letter of the law for the sake of
conservation, even if it were for the public
good. The petulant Pinchot, stung and his
ire up, picked a fight with Taft’s Secretary
of the Interior, Richard Ballinger, imply-
ing that he was corrupt in dealing with coal
leases on Alaskan forest lands. Taft finally
lost patience with the head of the Forest
Service, who had been tattling about Pres-
idential shortcomings to Roosevelt off in
Africa on safari, and fired him early in
1910. Pinchot saw himself as a martyr to
the cause.

Soon after that, Gifford Pinchot’s life be-
comes almost another story, as his conser-
vation beliefs blossomed into liberal poli-
tics. He broke a bachelorhood of 49 years to
marry a sophisticated and politically ac-
tive woman. Pinchot applauded while his
wife affronted public decorum by running
for Congress. Twice he himself campaigned
for senator, but twice lost.

ameliorate man’s condition. Thus, two of
the 20th century’s significant tenets of fed-
eral government — conservation of natural
resources and scientific government plan-
ning — became firmly imbedded in the
American political tradition.”

For all that, forestry remained Pinchot's
first love, and over the decades, while sup-
porting liberal candidates, he served on
conservation commissions and used his
considerable political power for conserva-
tion reform.

Even as an aging war horse, however, he
was short-tempered and prone to squabbl-
ing — he called Harold Ickes, a former
friend and Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
Secretary of Interior, “the American Hi-
tler” and often alienated potential suppor-
ters with similar overstatements. Because
of his inability to compromise and a pen-
chant for interpreting disagreement as
hostility, he never achieved one lingering
dream — to become President on the model
of TR. In 1946 Pinchot died at the age of 81,
soon after completing Breaking New
Ground, an enthusiastic record of his
forestry career.

As its first head, Gifford Pinchot left an
indelible stamp on the Forest Service,
which now manages 10% of the nation’s
land. Since itsfounding in 1905, the agency
has generated controversy. Environmen-
talists charge the service with a long list of
specific abuses, though basically the prob-
lems revolve around one issue: increasing
scarcity. Seventy-five years ago, support-
ing a population less than half its present
size, the largely rural nation could harvest
trees scientifically, with minimum harm
to the ecosystem and with no end in sight.

He did serve two terms as governor of i In order to satisfy today’s enormous de-

Pennsylvania — where he fought corrup-
tion, pushed for social reform, and relieved

unemployment during the Depression. /

Older Pennsylvanians still remember the
"Pinchot roads” of his public works projects:
— the paved roads that made life easier for
the state's farmers. He was one of the best
governors the state had.

Martin Fausold summarizes the wide
contribution of the forester's later life:
"Gifford Pinchot transferred the struggle
for scientific conservation of natural re-
sources from a government bureau to the
national political scene as a great plan to

';mands however, the service promotes
/monoculture on the public’s woodlands,

sacrificing wilderness, watershed, and
wildlife values for production of the most
economically valuable trees. Pinchot
couldn’t envision the day when a society
based on waste would outstrip the
capabilities of its resources — as is becom-
ing evident not only with trees, but with
minerals, oil, even air.

Neither did the agency’s first and most
progressive head imagine the day when the }
Forest Service would be accused of falling
under the influence of his old enemies in
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THE MEN OF GREY TOWERS

Grey Towers justly deserves recognition as a monument to forestry and conservation
in America., Closely associated with the estate were three men--James, Gifford,

and Amos Pinchot--who were all prominent in the conservation movement in this
country. James Pinchot, who built Grey Towers, was one of the early proponents

of forestry in America. His sons, Gifford and Amos, contributed heavily to the
success of the conservation movement. These men endowed the Yale University School
of Forestry in 1900, and for more than twenty years made their Milford, Pa. estate
available to the University for summer school and field work.

In particular Grey Towers is associated with Gifford Pinchot, for whom the place
was home both as a child and during most of his adult life. His renown as the
Nation's most distinguished conservation leader gives to Grey Towers an association
with conservation that fortunately shall be maintained and preserved through the
Pinchot Institute for Conservation Studies.

James Pinchot made an important contribution to conservation simply by influencing
his son Gifford to study an almost unknown science--forestry. By doing this he
gave the Nation its first professionally trained forester and one of the principal
architects of the entire concept of comservation. He was also one of the early
members and a vice president of the American Forestry Association, He was neither
an expert on trees nor a scientist, but a successful businessman of New York;
nevertheless, he had a natural concern for forestry that he had developed during
frequent trips to Europe where he saw forestry in practice. Before his death in
1908 he saw forestry firmly established in America, and his son as a national
leader in that movement.

Gifford Pinchot was the eldest of three Pinchot children (Gifford, Antoinette,

and Amos) and became the most prominent member of his family. He was the first
Chief of the Forest Service, a close confidant of Theodore Roosevelt on the manage-
ment of natural resources, twice governor of Pennsylvania, and throughout his life
one of the Nation's leading conservationists,

Although Amos Pinchot did not achieve the national fame of his brother, he
contributed substantially to the conservation movement. He was a practicing
attorney in New York and on many occasions worked with his brother on legal,
political and public relations problems related to their conservation activities.
He ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 1912 as a supporter of Theodore Roosevelt,
and remained active for some years with the Progressive Party. He was an officer
of the National Conservation Association and shared with Gifford a strong concern
for conservation of natural resources for public benefit. He constantly supported
liberal causes, demonstrating throughout his life the Roosevelt policy that the
public good comes first.

Gifford Pinchot lived a life of action and distinction for 81 years, yet in just
two decades of that life he raised forestry and conservation of all resources from
an unknown experiment to a nationwide movement, He made the Nation conscious of
the need to protect its forests, developed a ten-man office into a Forest Service
administering a nationwide system of forest reserves, and made conservation a

public issue and a national policy.
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Gifford Pinchot graduated from Yale in 1889 and studied forestry in France,
Germany, Switzerland and Austria for thirteen months. He brought forestry to
America first as resident forester on George Vanderbilt's estate, Biltmore,
near Asheville, North Carolina. While at Biltmore he organized a forestry
exhibit for the Chicago World's Fair (1894) demonstrating forestry in Europe
and his efforts in North Carolina. For that exhibit he wrote and published
“"Biltmore Forestry,” the first of his many publications and articles,

Gifford Pinchot moved rapidly into national prominence. In 1896 he was appointed
to a seven-man National Forest Commission of the Natiomal Academy of Sciences.
The purpose of this commission, of which he was Secretary, was to study the need
for protecting the forested portions of the public domain., A direct result of
the Commission's work was the establishment by President Cleveland of 13 new
forest reserves (later called National Forests) comprising 21 million acres, or
more than the entire area of the existing forest reserves. Following the
Commission's formal report, an organic act was passed in Congress providing
authority for the management of the forest reserves.

Pinchot's next contribution was as a ''special forest agent" for the Department of
the Interior., For the greater part of 1897 he surveyed the forest reserves,
recommended boundary adjustments and drew up an organization plan for a Forest
Service, Although his survey was a valuable help in establishing a system of
management, his suggestion for a Forest Service was not adopted, and responsibil-
ity for managing the forest reserves was vested in the General Land Office.

After completing this first assignment, he again entered government service in
1898, this time in the Department of Agriculture, For a period of twelve years
following he wrought a major change in the Nation's attitude towards its natural
resources. The new work started when Secretary of Agriculture James Wilson asked
Gifford Pinchot to become the new Chief of the Department's ten-man Division of
Forestry.

Pinchot entered the job under provisions of the Civil Service, taking the title

of Forester. He had no forests to administer and his small staff had previously
limiced its work to research. But Gifford Pinchot immediately brought forestry

out into the open; he offered technical forestry assistance to timberland owners
who requested it. His Division was swamped with requests, but by using student

help and such professionally trained men as were available, he brought forestry

for the first time to a sizeable portion of the woods of America,

Under the force of popular demand the Division of Forestry grew and showed evidence
of solid accomplishment. In 1901 the Division became the Bureau of Forestry.

As demand for assistance grew, the Bureau absorbed nearly all of the foresters

that were then being trained at the few newly established schools of forestry.

(The Pinchot family itself had endowed the Yale Forestry School in 1905.)

The most important development under Pinchot's leadership was the establishment
of the National Forest System under the administration of the Forest Service.
In 1905, after much popular agitation, the Bureau was given responsibility for
administration of the 63,000,000 acres of Forest Reserves. The Reserves were
renamed National Forests and the Bureau became the Forest Service. This was
the foundation for the present system of 154 National Forests and 19 National
Grasslands totaling 186 million acres in 41 States.

M2359
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G.P.'s dynamic leadership and the Bureau's six years work on private woodlands
prepared the new Forest Service for its new and greatly increased responsibility.
Regulations were adopted for efficient administration of the resources, and a

Use Book was published to explain to career employees and the public how National
Forests could be used and enjoyed. In 1908 Pinchot decentralized the Forest
Service, laying the groundwork for a flexible organization that continues to meet
expanding responsibilities with expanding services to the American people.

During these years of development Pinchot traveled the United States by railroad,
stagecoach, wagon, horseback, and on foot, seeing first-hand the forests that he
was to administer. He had an enthusiasm for the rugged outdoor life that was
much akin to that of Theodore Roosevelt, with whom he worked so closely.

As Chief Forester, Gifford Pinchot had a hand in formulating many of Theodore
Roosevelt's conservation policies and in arousing public interest against continued
waste of natural resources. In particular Pinchot played a leading role in
establishing the Inland Waterways Commission in 1907, and in promoting the White
House Conference on Conservation of Natural Resources in 1908. At the White House
Conference a total of 34 governors attended, as well as many distinguished
scientists and other leading government officials.

Another major Pinchot contribution was a new word in the common vocabulary--
""conservation.”" He conceived the idea of universal interdependence between man
and natural resources; from this he evolved the theory that the wise use of
natural resources is the very foundation of the life of a nation, that without
conservation no nation could remain strong. The word "conservation'" was chosen to
describe the coordinated action to maintain and protect natural resources for all
generations. Conservation thus became one of the major accomplishments of the
Roosevelt administration.

Pinchot continued to serve as Chief Forester under President Taft. His feelings
about public land policies soon involved him in a major controversy, the Ballinger-
Pinchot dispute, for which he was dismissed by President Taft in 1910. Although
his uncompromising stand cost him his job, it contributed towards a general
strengthening of public land laws and a renewed public interest in conservation.

After leaving the Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot devoted his energies to conser-
vation and to politics. From 1910 to 1925 he headed the National Conservation
Association, which he had founded. He continued to the end of his life to fight
for comservation wherever and whenever he felt the cause to be endangered.

In politics Gifford Pinchot was a vigorous fighter for the public welfare, and
seldom worked smoothly with the established political leaders. He was an ardent
supporter of Theodore Roosevelt in 1912, 1In 1914 he campaigned unsuccessfully

for the U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, with strong support from Roosevelt., He

served as Forestry Commissioner of Pemmsylvania from 1920 to 1922, and was elected
Governor for two terms--1923-27 and 1931-35. He ran unsuccessfully in primary
elections for the U.S. Senate in 1926 and 1934, and at age 72 was again a candidate
for governor in the primary of 1938. As Governor of Pennsylvania he brought many
reforms to the State government, fought against monopolies, and was generally
recognized as one of the best governors of his time,
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Gifford Pinchot's accomplishments extended to other areas outside conservation

and politics. During World War II he developed and promoted survival techniques
and fishing equipment for men adrift on life rafts in the ocean. 1In addition to
his many other activities, he held the position of Professor of Forestry at Yale
from 1903 to 1936, regularly delivering a series of lectures both at the University
and at the Yale Summer Forestry Camp on the Pinchot family estate, Shortly before
his death he completed an autobiography of his epic struggle for comservation in
America. The book, Breaking New Ground, was published posthumously in 1947.

Gifford Pinchot died on October 4, 1946, at the age of 81.

Only a year before, at the observance of the fortieth anniversary of the Forest
Service, he had said, "I have been a governor now and then, but I have been a
forester all the time--have been, and shall be to my dying day."

Gifford Pinchot was indeed a forester=--and a crusading conservationist who would
not compromise the public welfare. Perhaps the best testimony of his contribution
to the people of America was given by Theodore Roosevelt in his autobiography:

"Gifford Pinchot is the man to whom the nation owes most for what
has been accomplished as regards the preservation of the natural
resources of our country. He led, and indeed during its most vital
period embodied, the fight for the preservation through use of our
forests. He played one of the leading parts in the effort to make
the National Govermment the chief instrument in developing the
irrigation of the arid West. He was the foremost leader in the
great struggle to coordinate all our social and govermmental forces
in the effort to secure the adoption of a ratiomal and farseeing
policy for securing the comservation cof all our national resources.
. « . Taking into account the varied nature of the work he did,
its vital importance to the nation and the fact that as regards
much of it he was practically breaking new ground, and taking into
account also his tireless energy and activity, his fearlessness,
his complete disinterestedness, his single-minded devotion to the
interests of the plain people, and his extraordinary efficiency,
I believe it is but just to say that among the many, many public
officials who under my administration rendered literally
invaluable service to the people of the United States, he, on the
whole, stood first,"
--from Theodore Roosevelt's Autobiography
(New York: Charles Scribmer's Sons)

devedesedee
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Daniel Dildine

GIFFORD PINCHOT "

In 1945, at a ceremony commemoratinz the 40th anniversary of the For-
ast Service, Gifford Pinchot whose remarkable public career had inclu-
ded two terms as governor of Pennsylvania observed: "I have been a
governor now and then, but I am a Forester all the time-—have been,
and shall be, to my dying day." The evolution of United States fores-
try, and indeed of United States conservation, is inexfricably bound

to the dédication of Forester Finchot,

Born in 1865 of a wealthy Pennsylvania family, grandson of a Ggptain
in Napoleon's Grand “rmy, young Pinchot spent much of his youth at the
family home, Crey Towers, near Milford, Pennsylvania, Grey Towers,

appropriately, was modeled after a French Chateau,

James Pinchot, Gifford's father,saw that his three children had the

best upbringing his very respectable wealth could foster. The family
spent considerable time in Europe, the children attended Iuropean schools,
Gifford acquired French as a second language early in life. Perhaps

more important was James Pinchot's fascination with European forestry

and its application to America's timber resources. Interest in Ameri-
can forestry in the 1870's and 1880's was-rele~ated to a few profession-
als in related fi elds such as'bétgﬁ%;‘a lzmlted number of 1aymen and

a very few European-trained foresters, James was a layman aotively-
concerned about timber exploitation and the threat of a future timber

famine, His influence decided Gifford upon a careex» in forestiry.— A

profession that ur to the time no native American had prepared for,

In later years Gifford would refer %o his father as "the Father of

. I . ko “ 1 P B il il . ""‘_.. 3
Forestry in America," :./ £ RRECARG FCHG T 1020
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Pinchot's education before entering Yale in 1885 was of the highest
caliber but at times checkered due to his family's transientrlifestyle.
While at the family home in Wew York City Pinchot attended several
private schools, in Europe he attended day schools or was tutored.

He finally entered Fhillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire and in the

fall of 1885 entered Yale University.

At Yale, Gifford was active in athletics, he was halfback and Captain

of the freshman football team, He took pride in his physical stamina
and spartan life styles; charecteristics that later became part of his
public image. Perhaps Pinchot's most consuming extracurricular acti-
vity was theological in nature. He was a class deacon in 1889, direct-
ing the class teligious activities, He taught off-campus Sunday school
lessons and more importantly he exhibited an almost missionary zeal; at
times going so far as to lecture individuals_on the advantages of sterner
moral precepts. This zeal would later adapt itself to Pinchot's con-

servation crusade.

When offerred a choice Pinchot chose courses that related to forestry
but he did have doubts about his chosen career. Bernhard Fernow, the
German-trained forester, head of the Forestry Division in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, warned him against such a career in the United
States., He believed the Uni.ed States was not ready for forestry.
Despite these negative notes Pinchot stuck to his guns and as a speaker
at commencement exercises in 1889 threw away his prepared notes and

spoke to his Yale classmaztes extemporaneously on forestry.

After Yale,Pinchot embarked for Europe to pursue his forestry educa-
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tion. He attended the Ecole National Forestiers at Naney, France.

He studied under prominent European foresters of German&, Austria, and
Switzerland including perhaps the worlds foremost forester, Sir Detrich
Brandis, Brandis.who had introduced forestry to India.took a sincere
and kindly ihterest in the young Pinchot., Until his death in 1907
Brandis wasqgrimary influencg on Pinchot, the source of mush personal
and professional advice., After 13 months of self-disciplined study

in Burope Pinchot felt it was time to go home and apply his craft.

He left Europe with some unsha%géble tenets, He saw that trees were

a crop, that they could be cut in a scientific manner without destroy-
ing a foresﬁ)and that a forest could be managed forever and made to pay

dividends.

Upon his return to the United States Pinchot saw his first task as
getting to know the people and the forests of his homeland. His first
opportunity came through an invitation from Bernhard Fernow to inspect
some forest lands in Arkansas, It was this episode that promoted an
unfortunate rift between the two American foresters. They were both
posseggd of domineering, opinionated personalities and found fundamen-
tal faults in each other's style and philosophy. BReturning from Arkan-
sas Pinchot was offered an assignment by the Fhelps, Dodge Company to
examine and make recommendations for use of timber land in Arizona,

At his own exp}enset’}ils S Ainmrny sa-he-tet-dneluded NMisaun Falls,

Yosemite, the Grand Canyon, and parts of Canada,

A full year after his return from Europe, in January, 1892, Pinchot
was given his first opportunity to practice real forestry in the United

States. George W. Vanderbilt employed him to manage 5,000 acres of forest
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land on his Biltmore estate near Ashville, North Carolina. Here was
Pinchot's chance to practice professional forestry in the woods., His
responsibilities included the preperation of an exhibit on forestry

for the Chicago World's fair with assistance f@em the state of North
Carolina. The project result shown at the fair was an explanation of
forest management in Europe with a description of the Biltmore effort

to establish successful scientific forest management in the United

States. Pinchot considered his first year at Biltmore a financial success
with expenditures falling below income from harvested woodjand the promise

of future harvests on a continual basis,

Pinchot's work at Biltmore did not preclude interests away from fhe

Vanderbilt estate. In 1893 he set up a practice in New York City as

a consulting forester. Eventually a young German forester, Carl Schenck,

recommended by Dr. Brandis,was installed as resident forester at Bilt-

more with Pinchot assuming technical responsibility for both Biltmore

and an adjoining tract of some 80,000 acres pwRchased by Vanderbilt,

The fundame?tal forestry work done by both Pinchot and Schenck at 3ilt-
on

more andf%he 80,000 acre tract, the Pisgah Forest, earned this area the

title "The Cradle of North American Forestry."

His work as a consulting forester, the Biltmors success, and his out-
spokeness in advocating a national forest policy were giving Pinchot

national stature., Congressional leaders, Presidents, scientists, were
taking note of this young missionary with the bristling moustache and
spare frame who was agitating so ardently for a national awareness of

America's forest problems,

Tn 1891, a rider, attachepto a bill revising land laws, gave the Presi-
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dent authority to establish by proclamation forest reserves from the
public domain, The reserves were simply closed areas with no directives
governing use or operation., In 1894 Pinchot, along with Dr. Charles
Sargent, Harvard University avbioculturalist and publisher of Garden
and Forest magazine, and seyeral other associates, lobbied congress

to create a commission to study and report on the governmen; reserves,
This failing, the group, in 1896, petitioned Secretary of Interior,

Hoke Smith, to commission the National Academy of Sciences to perform
the desired study. The proposal was accepted, The National Forest Com=
mission was set up by the Academy with Sargent as chairman and Finchot

as Secretary, the only non-academy member of the commission,

The Commission, following a 3-month summer tour of Western forests in
1896, began work on the report, A basic difference in philosophy be-
tween the Commission's chairman and secretary became immediately apparent,
Pinchot urged the commission to have a plan for the use and management
of the reserves prepared for President Cleveland's signBture before his
term of office ended Karch”;1897. Dr, Sargent, however, was of a dif-
ferent frame of mind, considering the creation of more protective reserves
paramount. ‘he’Comm1331on adopted Sargent's persuasions and in an

L pnooe SOl
interim report ;;éééd:; monfh bef;re Cleveland's departure from office
proposed the withdrawal of 21 million acres of public land for forest
reserves, more thaa double the existing 17 1/2 million acres. Cleveland
accepted the proposal withdrawing the land 10 days before leaving office.
The sudde%;ss of the proclamation created a furor among Western congress-—
meﬁ and cattlemen who accused the government of "locking up public land" #n0
of trying to stop development in the West. Pinchot called the massive
protests "the most remarkable storm in the whole history of American

forestry, with a single exception” anato it attributed much future
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resistance, misunderstanding, and mistrust of govefnmental forestry
goals. Soon afterwards however, Congress passsd an Act of Organization
and Management for the forest reserves., This Act of June 4, 1897, with
later amendments, is the one under which the National Forests are now
being administered., The General Land Office in the Interior Department
was in charge. The Division of Forestry in the Agriculture Department
gave technical advice. Pinchot, despite misE%%yinga gbout the Interior
Department's land management motives, accepted'a}positibn as Confiden=—

tial Forest Agent with the Interior Departiment.

As Confidential Forest Agent Pinchot spent the summer and fall months
of 1897 traveling through the forest reserves and nct incidently en-
joying a full quota of the rugged outdoor life he so admired. He

was to report on forest reserve resources and their relation to commer-
cial interests., He was also to draw up plans for the establishment

of a Forest Service to manaze the reserves, In this task his work with
the Natioanl Forest Commission aided him, as did a long letter from his
old instructor Brandis, detailing his ideas on the.organization of an
American Forest Service. The knowledge and experience garnered by
Pinchot on his western travels with the lNational Forest Commission

and witk the Interior Department would prove invaluable to him in later

years but funds were not allocated for his proposed governmental forest

service. Pinchot was growing to believe Interior's management of reserves

was politically motivated; that the Department was not interested in
protecting the reserves and insuring resomrce access to all)but rather,

was more intent on giving the land away.

In 1898, the Department of Agriculture's Division of Forestry was at a



low-point in terms of its viability as a fedesral agency. But a cham-
plon was to enter its ranks and revolutionize the Divis}on and American
forestry. Dr. Fernow, the head of the Forestry Division, resigned in
1898 to organize a school of forestry at Cornell University. Gifford
Pinchot was offered the post by Agriculiure Secréiary Wilson but initially
refused,thefﬁosiiionj He felt the Division was ineffective. Fernow's
pronouncement that the Division was "instited to preach, not practice”
characteriged to Pinchot its essential helplessness in applying forest
management to American timber lands. Secretary Wilson sweetened the
cake for Pinchot who later wondered why he hesitated even a moment to
accept the post. He was told he could run the Division to suit him-
self and pick his own assistants., He was given the special title of
Chief Forester. Now that he was in charge of official government
forestry he had only to acquire the forests to manage. From his first
day in office, July 1, 1898, Pinchot began to work towards a transfer

of the Forest Reserves from Interior to Agriculture.

Pinchot's first chore, as Chief, was to revitalize the Division, to make
it into a professional organization performing useful forestry. His
efforts then had to be publicized, really proselytized, to bring home

to the American people the importance of forest conservation,

Pinchot chose Harry Graves—a Yale classmate and friend whom he had
originally induced to enter forestry— as his chief assistant. Over-
ton Price, a young man who had worked a Biltmore with Carl Schenk, and

like Graves, had studied under Brandis, became his administrative assis-

pe* . r' néen

tant. 'Dictated—te by a limited budget Pinchot hired a number of scien-
-

tists to work part time for low salaries. He hired student assistants

at -40 dollars a month. Many of these young men later became outstand-



(8)

ing foresters, All of the Division's employee's were motivated by
Pinchot's unflag-ing zest for his work. The now-famousg esprit-de-

corps of the Forest Service stems from Pinchot's, enthusiasm, his insis-
tence on choosing the best man for the job despite his political affilia-
tions, and his ability to impart his own missionary geal to all who
worked for him., Pinchot was developing a nucleus of dedicated, talented
employees who would guide the Division through its formative years

and insure maintenance of its professional standards.,

Gifford was now free enough of administrative chores to publicise
nationally the need for forestry, a job for which he was eminently
suited. A major offensive was launched by Pinchot and his associates,
The Division offered free assistance to farmers, lumbermen, and pri-
vate timberland ovmers including working plans for conservative lumber-
ing, assistance on the ground, direciions for practical work——in short
anything needed ito get forestry going. By 1898, requests had come from
35 states., The actual practice of forestry in Ameruca was on its

way to becoming a reality.

In 1900 the Yale Forest School opened its doors funded primarly by the
Pinchot family. The school, the first to ppbvide a graduate forestry
program, was considered necessary by Pinchot to provide the countrqj
and the Division with top-caliber forssters., Harry Graves was made
®irst dear of the school., Also in 1900y Pinchot and his associates
organized the?g;;£;£& of American Foresters, ;—?rgfessiona% group—thet
Joday numbere in thethousands.,. The Society!s early meetings were held

in Pinchot's Washington, DC home whaere members were served baked apples
g r Sy E ’

ginger bread and milk by their host and referred to themselves as the
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baked apple club, In 1902, Pinchot made the first study of the Ph%i—
lipine forests and recommended a forest policy for the islands. His
Pﬁiiiiégne study trip entailed a round-the-world journey including

& trans-Siberian rail crossing, Iﬁ.all, he was away from Wahington,
Qg,headquarters 4 months., By 15901 the Division of Forestry had achieved

Bureau status and agitation for transfer of the forest reserves to the

Department of Agriculture continued,

Pinchot's unrelenting efforts to have the forest reserves transferred
from Interior to Agriculture met with success in 1905. His flair for
publicity—the Bureau became one of the first Government agencies to
extensively prepare and disseminate press releases on a continuing
large scale—and his seemingly inexhaustible capacity to entertain or
meet with influential Congressmen, government administrators and indi-
viduals, all helped make the transfer a reality. Theodore Roosevelt
was Pinchot's staunchest and most powerful ally for the transfer. The
two had met socially soon after Pinchot left Yale., As Governor of
New York in 1899 Roosevelt became interested in the state's forsests
and was impressed by advice solicited from Pinchot. The two became
fast friends both lovers of the outdoors and proud of their physical
vitality. Roosevelt grew to have complete confidence in Pinchot on
resaurce issues, Pinchot in turn was proud of his relationship with
"P,R."” The two worked hand in glove to create a national resowurce
volicy. Roosevelt's cooperation was the king pin of many of Pinchot's

successes including the transfer,

Disturbed over Presidential power to proclaim forest reserves many

westerners had sought to have this power moderated. Their efforis re-
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sulted in an amendment to the 1907 Agricultural Appropriations Bill
transferring the power to proclaim reserves over to Congress., Roose-
velt and Pinchot worked feverishly during the ten days preceeding the
final date on which the president had to sign the bill, Plans were
drawen up for the withdrawal of 16 million acres of new forest land.
Just before signing the bill taking away his power, Roosevelt proclaim-
ed the withdrawal ofig% million acres of National Forests., In all,as

a result of the mutual interests of Roosevelt and Pinchot, more than

148 million acrs :rere added to the National Forests between 1901 and

1909.

Pinchot and Roosevelt collaborated on many projects. In 1908 President

Roosevelt called, at Pinchot's urging, a conference of Governors of the

states to discuss conservation of natural resources. The conference

;esulted in the creation of the National Conservation Commission with

Pinchot as chairman, The Commission compiled comprehensive data on

the Nation's resources., The publicity attending the conference led

to a heightened public awareness that "conservation of our natural

resources was a subject of transcendent importance.," DBolstered by

the success of the Conference of Governors, Finchot and Roosevelt in

1909, drew up plans for an unprecedented North American Conference on

Uonservation., Roosevelt commissioned Pinchot to deliver invitations

on his behalf +to thelCanadi%n and lNexican govermments., When Roosevelt
‘n W aveh 190G

loft the White Hoég;l;ﬁ;hu;r;*e a letter to Pinchot which read in parts

"as long as I live I shall feel for you a mixture of respect and ad-

miration for having known you. I owe you a particular debt of obli=-

gation for a very large part of the achievement of this administration."

The word conservation was in use as a term denoting the wise use of
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individual resources before Pinchot's time but he is often credited
with giving it a broader meaning. In his book "Breaking New Ground ":‘
he gives us a description of the incident that led to his definition of
conservation., It was Februzry 1, 1907, and Pinchot was riding through
a park outside Washington, DC pondering resource issues when: "Sud-
denly the idee flazhed through my head that there was a  unity in this
in=Hs complication—that the relation of one resource to another was
not the end of the story. Here were no longer a lot of different, in-
dependent, and often antagonistic questions, each on its own seperate
island, as we had been in the habit of thinking. In place of them,
here was one gingle question with many parts., Seen in this light, all
these seperate cuestions fitted into and made up the one great central
problem of the use of earth for the good of man.," He labled his new
concept conservation and he and his colleagues defined it as "the use
of the ratural resources for the greatest good of the greatest number
for the longest time.," To some, particularly in the West, it was the
instrument of Eastern influence, or even capital, ﬁresidingﬁver rrivate
enterprize., It was this issue of public regulation of national resources

that led to Pinchot's dismissal by President Taft in 1910 and to the

famous Ballinger—TFinchot controversy.

The controversy erupted over Interior Secretary Ballinger's policy of
allowing public coal lands to go to private interests through patent,
The land in question was in Alaska but the dispute concerned related
questions of resource exploitation of public lands everywhere. Pinchot
who favored leasing the public coal lands charged Zallinger with blatent

mzladninistration and of encourazeing monopolistic control of public

pésoiarces by large private interests, His ill-advised outspokeness



© was rewarded by dismissal but his charges resulted in a congressional
investigation, Ballinger was eventually absolved of any malfeasance
but the congressional hearings resulted in new laws strengthening

government authority over public lands.

Pinchot left the Forest Service with the knowledge that the organization
he had created would carry on the conservation battle., He had orgues-
trated the zrowth of a tiny Forestry Division, headquartered in Wash-
ington, DC, with a staff of 12, to a vast decentralized, regional or-

ganization with responsibility for 175 million zacres of federal land.

Pinchot's career after leaving the Forest Service was no smaller in
scope then his life as chief., In 1900 he had been elected President
of the National Conservation %?soqiation and held the post until 1925.
He wés'é p??fessor of forosté&iatlYale frem 1903 to 193§}and afterwards
Professor Emeritus, Ile served on the Commission for Relief in Belgium,

From 1917 through 1919 he was a member of the United States Food Ad-

)

ministration. He became the Pennsylvania Coqmissioner of Forestry in
192Q>serving in that capacity untii 1922; He was‘twiée Governor-gf
Pennsylvania, from 1923 to 1927 and again from 1931 to 1935, He travel=
led extensively and was the author of numerous publications including
his autobiographical work, "Breaking New Ground", covering his years

as a professional forester (1890—1910).X{His multifaceted career not-
withstanding, lr, Pinchotts lifelong sympathy could be capsulized in a
statement he made at his Forest Service farewell address of 1910: '"Con-
servation is my life work in the Covernment Service or out of it, and

this (the Forest Service) is the most important piece of conservation

work there is." His influence remained a factor in all national foresiry

matters throuch<cut his lifetime and his presence was felt on all issues
.
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W W
that confronted his creation, the Forest Service.

Ls

had one
Gifford Pinchot died Ucdober 4, 1946, at the age of 81, IHe was survived

by his wife Cornelia Bryce Pinchot and son Gifford Bryce Pinchot,
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. Pinchot’s Contributions to American Forestry
By M. Nelson McGeary

EDITOR’S NOTE: This paper was the first of three papers presented at the 54th annual meeting of the
Mississippi Valley Historical Association on April 20, 1961, at Detroit, Michigan. The other papers in the
session entitled **Architects of American Forestry” were on Austin Cary and William B. Greeley, Dr. McGeary
is a professor of political science at Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pa. He is the author of
Gifford Pinchot; Forester-Politician which was published in 1960 by the Princeton University Press. This first
biography of the first Chief Forester of the United States is now being offered to Forest History Society
members at a saving when purchase is made through the Society.

Gifford Pinchot was born, in 1865, to wealth. His
father was a successful business man. His mother in-
herited a substantial sum of money. A notation which
he wrote in his diary at the age of thirty-three indi-
cates that he had few fin . -'sl worries, “All day with
Father counting securities and cutting off coupons.™
Unlike some rich men’s sons, however, Pinchot looked
on his money as wages which society had paid him in
advance, and which it was his duty to work out.

At Yale University, where he was graduated in
1889, he followed the suggestion of his father and
pointed toward a career in forestry. Travelling to Eu-
rope for intensive study, he was the first American to
become a trained forester. Among the first of his ac-
tivities in his chosen profession was the management
of forest lands on the Biltmore estate of George W.
Vanderbilt in North Carolina. A few years later he
assumed the headship of the tiny Division of Forestry
in the Federal Department of Agriculture, a unit
which he developed into the U. 8. Forest Service.

Friendship with T.R.

Pinchot, a mere bureau chief, and President Theo-
dore Roosevelt developed an unusually clese friend-
ship and admiration for each other. Together they
chopped wood for exercize, played tennis, threw a
medicine ball, hiked, and rode horses. On special occa-
sions such as election nights and Christmas dinners,
Pinchot frequently was cne of the select few invited
to the White House. Rarely did Roosevelt take im-
portant action concerning matters handled by the
Departments of Agriculture or Interior without first
consulting Pinchot. Speeches which Pinchot wrote for
the President were often accepted with only minor
revisions., Some idea of Roosevelt’s feelings (while
President) for his Chief Forester were shown in an
effusive letter which the President sent him at the end
of the Roosevelt administration: “As long as I live I
shall feel for you a mixture of respect and admiration
and of affectionate regard. T am a better man for hav-
ing known you. I feel that to have been with vou will
make my children better men and women in after life;
and I cannot think of a man in the country whose loss
would be a more real misfortune to the Nation than
vours would be. . . . I owe to vou a peculiar debt of
obligation for a very large part of the achievement of
this administration.”?

After T. R. left Washington—as is well known—
Pinchot continued as head of the Forest Service under
Taft. Then came the Ballinger-Pinchot fight and the
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directive by Taft to fire Pinchot for disrespect to the
President and official insubordination. In the subse-
quent Congressional investigation, Ballinger won a
technical victory by gaining the support of seven of
the twelve investigators, but in the public’s mind
Pinchot won the war.

For the remainder of his life Pinchot maintained a
strong interest in forestry and conservation. From
1910 until the early 1920’s he beat the drums for con-
servation as president of the National Conservation
Association, a pressure group which he had been in-
strumental in founding. And for some two years
(1920-1922) he served as head of the Forestry Depart-
ment of the state of Pennsylvania. It was during the
decade 1910 to 1920, however, that Pinchot developed
the urge to run for pelitical office, In 1914 he cam-
paigned unsuccessfully for United States Senator from
Pennsylvania. Later, he tried two other times for the
Senate seat, and on three occasions he sought the
Governor’s chair in Pennsylvania. Defeated in four
of his six major campaigns, he twice was elected Gov-
ernor (1922 and 1930). He died in 1946 at 81.

Pinchot unquestionably was a highly controversial
fiure. Some persons placed bim on a pedestal; others
despised him. Few were neutral. One of the men who
worked with him in organizing the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters, for example, said in later vears that
Pinchot was “the greatest soul I have ever known.”*
On the other hand, Pinchot's files are replete with
letters like the following: "I hope your soul rots in
contrition the balance of your living days. Hell will
take eare of yvour hereafter.”

Part of the explanation for the attitude of those who
looked upon Pinchot with disfavor lay in some of his
personal characteristics. Although there is not time
here for a full analysis of his personality, passing men-
tion can be made of a few of his traits.

Black or White

For one thing, he was unusually frank; he once
argued that “The soft pedal is still the most danger-
ous enemy of progress.”* Although his habit of say-
ing exactly what he thought endeared him to many
people, at the same time it embittered many others.

A second characteristic was his tendency to see
things in either black or white, seldom in grays. In the
words of one man who worked with him over a period
of years, “vou had to be with him 100 per cent of the
time to be right.” When Pinchot lost confidence in
President Taft, everything about Taft seemed to be



wrong; Theodore Roosevelt, on the other hand,
scarcely could do any wrong. It seems fair to say that
Pinchot sometimes was too ready to question the mo-
tives of persons who differed with him.

Impetuous Nature

Friends and enemies alike found him impetuous. On
occasion he jumped at conclusions. Now and then
when he heard that something had been said or done
of which he disapproved, he would make a public
statement to the effect that “I am informed, ete. ete.”
Continuing “If this is true,” he would then lash out
at the alleged offender. In case Pinchot’s information
was found to be in error, he could truthfully assert
that he had not made & definite charge. But damage
might already have been done.

It can be argued, furthermore, that Pinchot was
“spoiled” by Theodore Roosevelt. Pinchot was the
kind of man who needed to have a feeling of impor-
tance. While he served as a bureau chief under Roose-
velt that need was amply met. But in other situa-
tions, where Pinchot did not find himself treated as a
kind of crown prince, he had difficulty in working ami-
cably with his superiors and with persons on the same
echelon as himself. His entire career was dotted with
a series of personal ruptures with such diversified per-
sons as Bernhard Fernow, Charles Sargent, Robert
LaFollette, Herbert Hoover, and Harold Ickes.

In short, as one of his admirers phrased it, Pinchot
had a faculty for antagonizing his friends as well as
alienating his enemies.

Analyzis of Criticism

During my study of Pinchot I have read and
listened to a measure of scoffing dirccted at the ac-
tivities of the gentleman in the field of forestry and
conservation., Some of the criticism stems from his
characteristics mentioned above. Some is justified
and some is exaggerated. This criticism, generally
speaking, can be summarized thusly:

That he tended to overstate his own importance in
the field of forestry and to ignore the accomplishments
of others. There is no denying the truth of some of this
charge, although it is of course a common human frail-
tv. Pinchot was inclined to belittle the work of the men,
like John Wesley Powell and Bernhard Fernow, who
came before him and helped lay the foundation upon
which forestry in the United States could be built. Few
persons could go along with Pinchot's reference to
his own father as the father of forestry in this country.

It was unfortunate that Pinchot, in his autobio-
graphical book, Breaking New Ground, did not even
mention Colonel William B. Greeley, one-time head
of the United States Forest Service, a man whom
Pinchot felt had “sold out™ to the lumbermen.

That Pinchot talked much about helping the “little
man,” but that in reality his ideas worked to the ad-
vantage of the big man, viz big cattlemen and big
lumbermen. Along with this charge there often goes

the inference that Pinchot was not sincerely and pri
marily on the side of the little man.

Pinchot’s advocacy of scientific cutting of the for
ests in order to obtain a sustained yield unquestion.
ably played into the hands of large lumbermen; suct
methods were not as applicable to small tracts of tim-
ber as to large. But it definitely does not follow that
his sympathies were with the big man. In both his
forestry and political careers he repeatedly spoke of
his desire to aim at a goal of the greatest good for the
greatest number, and there is every reason to con-
clude that this expression honestly stated his attitude
On one oceasion, while working in the Forest Service,
Pinchot made a trip to the West to investigate the
problem of grazing. Writing to his mother during his
travels he reported that he saw “Big men turning
sheep on to small men’s lands. . . . It was one of the
best cases I ever saw of the routine way some big men
oppress some small men. I know where I stand in that
matter.” ® This letter was symptomatic of an attitude
that persisted throughout his life. Even some of his
enemies admitted to me that Pinchot was sincerely in-
terested in the welfare of the common man,

Not a Preservationist

That he was not a true conservationist, because he
approved such things as grazing in the governmeni
forest reserves or the construction of Hetch Hetchy
dam in the scenic Yosemite Valley area; or because he
was not much interested in preserving wildlife or in
preserving forests for scenic reasons. Some persons
have complained that when Pinchot viewed a beauti-
ful forest he thought of it not in terms of preservation
for scenery but of whether it was ripe for cutting,

Part of the criticiam of this nature resulted from
different conceptions of conservation. Some sincere
conservationists tended to emphasize preservaiion of
forests; others, like Pinchot, stressed wse. Pinchot
once defined forestry as “the art of using the forest
without destroying it.” ® It is a fact that scenery and
wildlife were never uppermost in his mind.

That Pinchot deserted forestry and conservation by
going actively into politics. A good many of his friends
in forestry regretted his decision to run for political
office. It i1s hardly fitting for us here to judge the ap-
propriateness of his pursuing a political career, but we
can say that during the last quarter century of his life
he paid attention to forestry only in fits and starts.
While running for office and while serving as Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania there were other large problems
making serious demands on his time. He did not for-
get forestry, which he continued to call his first love,
but it must be admitted that his first love rode in the
back seat while politics rode with him up front.

And, finally, there is criticism that Pinchot failed to
recognize how much could be and was being accom-
plished through the lumbermen and state govern-
ments in bringing about the use of proper methods in
the cutting of timber.
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A poll taken in the 1920’s showed a strong feeling
among foresters that government regulation of cut-
ting on private lands was in the public interest. A ma-
jority of the members of the Society of American For-
esters favored state over federal control.” Pinchot,
however, was a leader of those who strongly advocated
direct federal control. He had always firmly believed
that the states were ineffective regulators; and his ex-
perience within the state government of Pennsylvania
fortified this conviction. It was difficult for him to
conceive that a man might honestly believe in state
rights; Pinchot was persuaded that the proponent of
state regulation of cutting was primarily interested in
having ineffective regulation. He was highly disturbed,

therefore, when two of his closest friends and former

associates in the U.S. Forest Service, Henry 8. Graves
and Herbert A. Smith, opposed federal control. Al-
though never questioning their motives, he confided
to a friend when he learned of Smith’s position, “I got
so mad about it that I woke up at two o'clock this
morning, and have not been asleep since.”®

Distrust of Lumbermen

Pinchot never trusted lumbermen as a group. “A
few companies, no doubt, are on the level,” he wrote
a friend in 1938, “but, in my judgment, not many.”*
Five vears before his death he summarized his feel-
ings in another letter; “the efforts to secure a future
supply of timber for the United States, and to safe-
guard the other benefits which the forest confers,
after more than forty years of begging and pleading,
has failed. Forty years of urging the lumbermen to
practice forestry of their own free will has come to
practically nothing.” *°

In the depth of the great depression when, accord-
ing to Pinchot, “the majority of timber land owners
[were] bankrupt, or verging upon it,” he despaired of
the efficacy of any kind of regulation of private for-
estry. In a letter to Franklin Roosevelt in January,
1933, he maintained that “Neither the cruteh of a
subsidy nor the whip of regulation can restore it [pri-
vate forestry]. The solution of the private forest prob-
lem lies chiefly in large scale public acquisition of pri-
vate forest lands.” *

Further evidence of Pinchot’s feeling of frustration
late in life was his attitude toward the Society of
American Foresters and the American Forestry Asso-
ciation. In 1934 he admitted to a friend that “I have
for years felt most keenly the disgrace of the desertion
of its early ideals by the Society of American Forest-
ers, with the result of holding back the advancement
of forestry in the United States by a considerable
fraction of a generation.”** And in 1943, charging
among other things that the American Forestry As-
sociation had “fallen under the influence of the lum-
ber interests,” he resigned from that organization.*

Critics have maintained that the forestry situation
at the end of Pinchot’s life was better than he believed
it to be. On the other hand, some persons charged
that too many trees were being cut contrary to the
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methods of conservation. Evidence could be accumu-
lated to support both positions. It is probably fair to
say that Pinchot was somewhat overly pessimistic
and that the efforts of himself and others toward con-
servation of forests had not been as fruitless as he im-
agined. Although lumbermen still did not always fol-
low the best possible forestry practices, Pinchot ap-
parently exaggerated the amount of completely un-
scrupulous cutting that continued to exist.

Positive Contributions

Having paid attention to some of the eriticisms of
Pinchot, we can now turn to some of his positive con-
tributions to forestry.

As the first American to become a trained forester,
Pinchot opened the door to a new profession in this
country. Although a few persons disparage Pinchot’s
professional ability, most foresters seem to agree that
he knew his subject well. And not only did he bring
his own knowledge to the United States, but he fired
others, such as Henry S. Graves and Overton Price,
with enthusiasm to enter the field of forestry.

Pinchot deserves much credit for getting the for-
estry project started at Biltmore. As Bernhard Fer-
now said, it was “the first . . . continued experiment
in applving forestry methods systematically in Ameri-
ca.” " Pinchot set out to prove that scientific man-
agement could produce a sustained yield of trees and
a financial profit. Although the project never fulfilled
his expectations commercially, it did, as one writer
has evaluated it, “set up for foresters a notable object
lesson of success and failure in forest planning.” **

Pinchot and his father supplied substantial aid to
forestry by helping to establish and finance the Yale
Forest School in 1900. Up to that time no graduate
work in forestry had been available in the United
States. The Pinchot family first gave $150,000 to start
the school and later matched this-amount with fur-
ther gifts. The contribution of Yale to the profession
is widely acknowledged.

The Master Administrator

Forestry also owes much to Gifford Pinchot for his
achievements in developing in the mational govern-
ment an efficient and effective United States Forest
Service. Eschewing the use of political patronage in
choosing his staff, he knit together a dedicated or-
ganization, many of the members of which looked on
Pinchot as their idol.

Pinchot was a master administrator. Someone once
said he would have made an equally fine corporation
president or military leader. Although, as mentioned
above, he sometimes had difficulty in getting along
with his superiors and with persons at his own level,
he had the talent of fostering an unusually high esprit
de corps among those who worked under him. Youth-
ful in spirit, inspired by a high purpose, and deter-
mined to get things done, his enthusiasm for “the
cause” was infectious.



Organizes Profession

Sensing the benefits to be derived from a profes-
sional society, Pinchot took the leadership along with
a half dozen others in organizing in 1900 the Society
of American Foresters. Meetings of this group at
Pinchot’s home in Washington, where the members
were served gingerbread, baked apples, and milk, be-
came a tradition. Certainly the morale of the forest-
ers was not harmed at one of these meetings when
Pinchot persuaded President Theodore Roosevelt to
travel over from the White House to address the
group (using a speech prepared by Pinchot).

But Pinchot’s greatest contribution to forestry re-
sulted from his faculty for popularizing the subject as
a national issue. When Pinchot began his work in this
country, the lumber industry had few scruples about
a policy of “cut and get out.” The young forester's
clear vision convinced him that a continuation of the
current attitude toward the nation's timher wealth
would be catastrophie.

Pinchot was not alone in the ability to foresee the
consequences of forest devastation, but the difference
between him and the others was his skill at mustering
support for his ideas. Bernhard Fernow, as head of the
little Division of Forestry in the Department of Agri-
culture, had done his best over a period of more than
a decade to champion forestry; but progress was slow.

Salesman-Evangelist

In a prophetic letter written by Mrs. Pinchot to her
son the year after his graduation from Yale, she coun-
seled that he must “help make a public opinion which
will force the Government to do what ought to be
done”*® in the field of forestry. Never forgetting her
advice, Pinchot did much to create a national atmos-
phere in which both forestry and conservation were
accepted. Gaining the closest kind of access to Roose-
velt's ear, he and the President became a most effec-
tive team in promoting ideas which were incubated by
Pinchot, and in bringing forestry sharply to the atten-
tion of the nation. The Chief Forester, as a kind of
combination salesman-evangelist, peddled the gospel
to a large segment of the American public. While di-
recting the Forest Service, for example, he conducted,
with the finesse of modern Madison avenue, a cam-
paign of public relations which included the use of a
classified mailing list of 781,000 names. Day after day,
week after week, month after month, he spoke before
any group that would listen to him—in churches, in
legislative halls, before conventions. In a letter to Sir
Dietrich Brandis, famed British forester, Pinchot in
1904 made clear the emphasis he was placing on prop-
aganda for forestry, “So much of my time is neces-
sarily given to the political side of the subject, to
looking after the appropriations of the Bureau, trving
to convince Senators and Representatives that for-
estry is to their advantage, and addressing public
meetings of lumbermen and others, that T am almost
beginning to fear that T may cease to be a forester al-

together. Nevertheless, I hope there is a good time
coming when I shall get at my profession again.”*
The famed Governors’ Conference of 1908, which
Roosevelt admitted would never have been held if it
had not been for Pinchot, was merely one device em-
ployed to make conservation a national issue.

At many points the opposition was formidable—
some of it springing from purely selfish motives, and
some of it based on sincere disapproval of his meth-
ods. But for many years Pinchot pounded incessantly
for such goals as public acquisition of forest lands, su-
pervision over cutting on private lands, and sustained
vield management. When the obstacles at times
seemed insurmountable, he liked to quote from the
persistent southern minister who announced that “if
the Lord tells me to butt my head through a stone
wall it is my business to butt and butt, and it's the
Lord’s business to bring me through.” The dedicated
Pinchot was willing to fight to the point of physical
and mental exhaustion for conservation.

The U. S. Forest Service and the timber industry do
not always agree on estimates of the extent to which
the rate of tree growth in the United States is meet-
ing the present and projected demands for lumber. It
can scarcely be denied, however, that Pinchot’s influ-
ence has resulted in less waste in American forests.
And there is good evidence that the forest resonrces
have been improving since the Forest Service was es-
tablished in 1905. Many persons, private and publie,
have contributed to such betterment as has occurred.
But Pinchot, with his strong, solid support from the
White House, deserves credit more than anv other in-
dividual for making America conscious of the need for
the conservation of forests. It is not too much to say
that the Roosevelt conservation movement might not
have occurred without Gifford Pinchot.

Pinchot had a number of faults, but I cannot avoid
the conclusion that, all things considered, the United
States is better off for there having been a Pinchot.

In my opinion, he earned his wages.
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. Daniel Dildine

GIFFORD PINCHCT *

In 1945, at a ceremony commemorating the 40th anniversary of the For-
sst Service, Gifford Pinchoi uwliose remarkable public career had inclu-
ded two terms as governor of Pennsylvania observed: "I have been a
governor now and then, but I am & Forester all the time-—-have been,
and shall be, to my dying day." The evolution of United States fores=
try, and indeed of United States conservation, is inextricably bound

to the dédication of Forester Pinchot.

Born in 1865 of a wealthy Pennsylvania family, grandson of a Cgptain
in Napoleon's Grand “rmy, young Pinchot spent much of his youth at the
family home, Crey Towers, near Milford, Pennsylvania, Grey Towers,

appropriately, was modeled after a French Chateau.

James Pinchot, Gifford's father,saw that his three children had the

best upbringing his very respectable wealth could foster., The family
spent considerable time in Europe, the children atitended Zuropean schools.
Gifford acguired French as a second lanjuage eariy in life, Perhapa

more important was James Pinchot's fascination with European forestry

and its application to America's timber resources. Interest in Ameri=-
can forestry in the 1870'3 and 1880's was-feienated to a few profession-
als in related fields éﬁvh as.b;tgﬂ%;'a 11m1ted number of 1aymen and

a very few European-trained foresters. James was a layman aotively-
concerned about timber exploitation and the threat of a future timber

famine. His influence decided Gifford upon a career in forestiry.— A

profaession that up to the time no native American had prepared for.

In later years Gifford would refer to his father as '"the Father of

- —— ’

Forestry in America," ../ / Nl INERRY FELXZ T M,
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Pinchot's education before entering Yale in 1885 was of the highest
caliber but at times checkered due to his family's transient lifestyle,
While at the family home in New York City Pinchot attended several
private schools, in Europe he attended day schools or was tutored.

He finally entered Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire and in the

fall of 1885 entered Yale University.

At Yale, Gifford was active in athletics, he was halfback and Captain

of the freshman football team, He took pride in his rhysical stamina
and spartan life styles characteristics that later became part of his
public image. Perhaps Pinchot's most consuming extracurricular acti-
vity was theological in nature. He was a class deacon in 1889, direct-
ing the class teligious activities, He taught off-campus Sunday school
lessons and more importantly he exhibited an almost missionary zeal; at
times going so far as to lecture individuals.on the advantages of sterner
moral precepts. This zeal would later adapt itself to Pinchot's con-

servation crusade.

When offerred a choice Pinchot chose courses that reiated to forestry
but he did have doubts zbout his chosen career., 3Bernhard Fernow, the
German-trained forester, head of the Forestry Division in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, warned him against such a career in the United
States. He believed the Unived States was not ready for forestry.
Despite these negative notes Pinchot stuck to his guns and as a speaker
at commencement exercises in 1889 threw away his prepared notes and

spoke to his Yale classmates extemporaneously on forestry.

After Yale,Pinchot embarked for Europe to pursue his forestiry educa-
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tion. He attended the Dcole National Forestiers at Naney, France.

He studied under prominent Zuropean foresters of German&, Austria, and
Switzerland including perhaps the worlds foremost forester, Sir Detrich
Brandis, 2Brandis,who had introduced forestry to India.took a sincere
and kindly ihterest in the young Pinchot. Until his death in 1907
Brandis waseirimary influencs on Pinchot, the source of mush personal
and professional advice., After 13 months of self-disciplined study

in EBurope Pinchot felt it was time to go home and apply his craft,

He left Europe with some unsha%%ﬁble tenets., He saw that trees were

a crop, that they could be cut in a scientific manner without destroy-

ing a forest)and that a forest could be managed forever and made to pay

dividends.

Upon his return to the United States Pinchot saw his first task as
getting to kmow the people and the forests of his homeland. His first
opportunity came through an invitation from Bernhard Fernow to inspect
some forest lands in Arkansas, It was this episode that promoted an
unfortunate rift between the two American foresters. They were both
posseggd of domineering, opinionated personalities and found fundamen-
tal faults in each other's style and philosophy. Returning from Arkan-
sas Pinchot was offered an assignment by the Fhelps, Dodge Cempany to
examine and ma?e rgqommendations for use of timber land in Arizona,
1006000 %5

At his own expénse;his itinerary on—the—$pip—inelwded Niagara Falls,

Yosemite, the Grand Canyon, and parts of Canada,

A full year after his return from Euroge, in January, 1892, Pinchot
was given his first opportunity to practice real forestry in the United

States, George W, Vanderbilt employed him to manage 5,000 acres of forest
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land on his Biltmore estate near Ashville, North Carolina, Here was
Pinchot's chance to practice professional forestry in the woods, His
responsibilities included the preperation of an exhibit on forestry

for the Chicago World's fair with assistance f@am the siate of North
Carolina. The project result shown at the fair was an explanation of
forest management in Zurope with a description of the Biltmore effort

to establish successful scientific forest management in the United

States, Pinchot considered his first year at Biltmore a financial success
with expenditures falling below income from harvested wood)and the promise

of future harvests on a continual basis,

Pinchot's work at Biltmore did not preclude interests away from Hthe

Vanderbilt estate. In 1893 he set up a practice in New York City as

e consulting forester. Eventually a young German forester, Carl Schenck,

recommended by Dr. Brandis,was installed as resident forester at Bilt-

more with Pinchot assuming technical responsibility for both Biltmore

A and an adjoining tract of some 80,000 acres pwRchased by Vanderbilt,

The fundame?tal forestry work done by both Finchot and Schenck at Bilt-
on

more and{the 80,000 acre tract, the Pisgah Forest, earned this area the

title "The Cradle of North American Forestry."

His work as a consulting forester, the Biltmore success, and his out-
spokeness in advocating a national forest policy were giving Pinchot

national stature. Congressional leaders, Presidents, scientists, were
taking rote of this young missionary with the bristling moustache and
spare frame who was agitating so ardently for a national awareness of

America's forest problems.,

In 1891, a rider, attacheoto a bill revising land laws, gave the Presi-
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dent authority to establish by proclamation forest reserves from the
public domain, The reserves were simply closed areas yith no directives
governing use or operation., In 1894 Pinchot, along with Dr, Charles
Sargent, Harvard University avbioculturalist and publisher of Garden
and Forest magazine, and sey¥eral other associates, lobbied congress

to create a commission to study and report on the governmant reserves.
This failing, the group, in 1896, petitioned Secretary of Interior,

Hoke Smith, to commission the National Academy of Sciences to perform
the desired study. The proposal was accepted., The National Forest Com=
mission was set up by the Academy with Sargent as chairman and Finchot

as Secretary, the only non-academy member of the commission,

The Commission, following a 3-month summer tour of Western forests in
1896, began work on the report. A basic difference in philosophy be-
tween the Commission's chairman and secretary became immediately apparent.
Pinchot urged the commission to have a plan for the use and management

of the reserves prepared for President Cleveland's sign8ture before his
term of office ended Harchﬂ;1897. Dr, Sargent, however, was of a dif-
ferent frame of mind, considering the creation of more protective reserves

paramount. The Commission adopted Sargent's persuasions and in an

.,(l,l }“'l g€ 2 tig (

interim report 1ssued\a month before Cleveland's departure from office
proposed the withdrawal of 21 million acres of public land for forest
reserves, more thaa double the existing 17 1/2 million acres., Cleveland
accepted the proposal withdrawing the land 10 days before leaving office.
The sudde%}ss of ths proclamation created a furor amcng Western congress—
meﬁ and cattlemen who accused the government of "loclking up public 1and“f7ﬂd
of trying to stop development in the VWest. Pinchot called the massive

protests "the most remarkable storm in the whole history of American

forestry, with a single excepticn” an;to it attributed much future
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resistance, misunderstanding, and mistrust of govefnmental forestry
goals, Soon afterwards however, Congress passad an Act of Organization
and Management for the forest reserves. This Act of June 4, 1897, with
later amendments, is the one under which the National I'orests are now
being administered. The General lLand Office in the Interior Department
was in charge, The Division of Forestry in the Agriculture Departiment
gave technical advice. Pinchot, despite misgé%yings abput the Interior
Department's land management motives, accepted'a;positibn as Confiden=-

tial Forest Agent with the Interior Department.

As Confidential Forest Agent Pinchot spent the summer and fall months
of 1897 traveling through the forest reserves and nct incidently en-
joying a full quota of the rugged outdoor life he so admired. He

was to report on forest reserve resources and their relation to commer-
cial interests., He was also to draw up plans for the estavlishment

of a Forest Service to manage the reserves, In this task his work with
the Natioanl Forest Commission aided him, as did a long letter from his
0ld instructor Brandis, detailing his ideas on the.organization of an
American Forest Service. The Ikmowledge and experisnce garnered by
Pinchot on his western travels with the Natioral Forest Commission

and with the Interior Department would prove invaluable to him in later

years but funds were not allocated for his proposed governmental forest

service, Pinchot was growing to believe Interior's management of reserves

was politically motivated; that the Department was not interested in
protecting the reserves and insuring resomrce access to all)but rather,

was more intent on giving the land away,

In 1898, the Department of Agriculture's Division of Forestry was at a



low-point in terms of its viability as a federal agency. But a cham-
pion was to enter its ranks and revolutionize the Divis}on and American
forestry. Dr. Fernow, the head of the Forestry Division, resigned in
1898 to organize a school of forestry at Cornell University. Gifford
Pinchot was offered the post by Agriculture Secréiary Wilson but initially
rEfUSEd;¢h3T¥OQi¢iQH\ He felt the Division was ineffective. Fernow's
pronouncement that the Division was "instited to preach, not practice"
characterigzed to Pinchot its essential helplessness in applying forest
management to American timber lands. Secretary Wilson sweetened the
cake for Pinchot who later wondered why he hesitated even a moment to
accept the post. He was told he could run the Division to suit him=-
self and pick his own assistants., He was given the special title of
Chief Forester. Now that he was in charge of official government
forestry he had only to acquire the forests to manage. From his first
day in office, July 1, 1898, Pinchot began to work towards a transfer

of the Forest Reserves from Interior to Agriculiure,

Pinchot's first chore, as Chief, was to revitalize the Division, to make
it into a professional organization performing useful forestry. His
efforts then had to be publicized, really proselytized, to bring home

to the American people the importance of forest conservation,

Pinchot chose Harry Graves—a Yale classmate and friend whom he had
rriginally induced to enter forestry— as his chief assistant. Over-
ton Price, a young man who had worked a Biltmore with Carl Schenk, and

like Graves, had studied under Brandis, became his administrative assis-

g

tant. ngéia%ééétb-by a limited budget Finchot hired a number of scien-
tists to work part time for low salaries. He hired student assistants

at -40 dollars a month. llany of these young men later became outstand=-
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ing foresters., All of the Division's employee's were motivated by
Pinchot's unflag-ing zest for his work, The now-famoug esprit-de-

corps of the Forest Service stems from Pinchot's, enthusiasm, his insis—
tence on choosing the best man for the Jjob despite his political affilia-
tions, and his ability to impart his owm missionary geal to all who
worked for him, Tinchot was developing a nucleus of dedicated, talented
employees who would guide the Division through its formative years

and insure maintenance of its professional standards.

Gifford was now free enough of administrative chores to publicise
nationally the need for forestry, a job for which he was eminently
suited. A major offensive was launched by Pinchot and his associates,
The Division offered free assistance to farmers, lumbermen, and pri-
vate timberland owners including working plans for conservative lumber-
ing, assistance on the ground, directions for practical work—in short
anything nesded to get forestry going, By 1898, requests had come from
35 states., The actual practice of foresiry in Ameruca was on its

way to becoming a reality,

In 1900 the Yale Forest School opened its doors funded primarly by the
Pinchot family. The school, the first to Ebbvide a graduate forestry
program, was considered necessary by Pinchot to provide the countrg;
and the Division with top.caliber forzsters. Harry Graves was made
first dean of the school. Also in 1900y Pinchot and his associates
organized the{§;;£é¥y of American Foresters, €¥?rofessional group—thet
Soday numbers in the-thousands,.. The Society!s early meetings were held

in Pinchot's Washington, DC home where members were served baked anples
(= b “) g s

ginger bread and milk by their host and referred to themselves as the
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baked apple club, In 1902, Pinchot made the first study of the Ph;l—
=
lipine forests and recommended a forest policy for the islands. His

Phillig;ne study trip entailed a round-the-world journey including
& trans-Siberian rail crossing, In.all, he was away from Wahington,
Qg,headquartars 4 months, Dy 1901 the Division of Forestry had achieved

Bureau status and agitation for transfer of the forest reserves to the

Department of Agriculture continued.

Pinchot's unrelenting efforts to have the forest reserves transferred
from Interior to Agriculture met with success in 1905, His flair for
publicity—-—the Bureau became one of the first Government agencies to
extensively prepare and disseminate press releases on a continuing
large scale—and his seemingly inexhaustible capacity to entertain or
meet with influential Congressmen, government administrators and indi-
viduals, all helped make the transfer a reality. Theodore Roosevelt
was Pinchot's staunchest and most powerful ally for the transfer. The
two had met socially soon aftier Pinchot left Yale. As Governor of
New York in 1899 Roosevelt became interested in the state's forests
and was impressed by advice solicited from Pinchot. The two became
fast friends both lovers of the outdoors and prcocud of their physical
vitality. Roosevelt grew to have complete confidence in Pinchot on
resaurce issues, Pinchot in turn was proud of his relationship with
"P,R."™ The twc worked hand in glove to create a national resowurce
mlicy. Roosevelt's cooperation was the king_pin of many of Pinchot's

successes including the transfer,

Disturbed over Presidential power to proclaim forest reserves many

westerners had sought to have this power moderated. Their efforts re-
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sulted in an amendment to the 1907 Agricultural Appropriations Bill
transferring the power to proclaim reserves over to Congress. Roose-
velt and Pinchot worked feverishly during the ten days preceeding the
final date on which the president had to sign the bill., Plans were
drawen up for the withdrawal of 16 million acres of new forest land,
Just before signing the bill taking away his power, Roosevelti proclaim-
ed the withdrawal ofﬁfz million acres of National Forests, In all,as

a result of the mutual interests of Roosevelt and Pinchot, more than

148 million acrs :rere added to the National Forests between 1901 and

1909.

Pinchot and Roosevelt collaborated on many projects. In 1908 President
Roosevelt called, at Pinchot's urging, a conference of Governors of the
states to discuss conservation of natural resources. The conference
;esulted in the creation of the National Conserv¥ation Commission with
Pinchot as chairman. The Commission comibiled comprehensive data on

the Nation's resources., The publicity attending the conference led

to a heightened public awareness that "conservation of our natural
resources was a subject of transcendent importance."” Bolstered by

the success of the Conference of Governors, Finchot and Roosevelt in
1909, drew up plans for an unprecedented North American Conference on
Yonsarvation. Roosevelt commissioned Pinchot to deliver invitations
on his behalf to the'CaQQQiﬁn and llexican governments. When Roosevelt
left the White Ho&géiﬁ;nwféée a letter to Pinchot which read in part:
"as long as I live I shall feel for you a mixture of respect and ad-

miration for having known you. I owe you a particular debt of obli-

gation for a very large part of the achievement of this administration."

The word conservation was in use as a term denoting the wise use of
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individual resources before Pinchot's time but he is often credited
with giving it a broader meaning., In his book "Breaking New Ground ":‘
he gives us a description of the incident that led to his definition of
conservation. It was February 1, 1907, and Pinchot was riding through
a park outside Washington, DC pondering resource issuea when: "Sud-
denly the idea flazhed through my head that thecre was a unity in this
in=H¥s complication—that the relation of one resource to another was
not the end of the story. Here were no longer a lot of different, in-
dependent, and often antagonistic questions, each on its own seperate
island, as we had been in the habit of thinking. In place of them,
here was one #ingle question with many parts., Seen in this light, all
these seperate questions fitted into and made up the one great central
problem of the use of earth for the good of man." He labled his new
concept conservation and he and his colleagues defined it as "the use
of the ratural resources for the greatest good of the greatest number
for the longest time." To some, particularly in the Vest, it was the
instrument of Eastern influence, or even capital, ﬁresidingﬁver rrivate
enterprize. It was this issue of public regulation of national resources

that led to Pinchot's dismissal by President Taft in 1910 and to the

famous Ballinger——Pinchot controversy.

The controversy erupted over Interior Secretary Ballingcer's policy of
allowing public coal lands to go to private interests through patent.
The land in question was in Alaska but the dispute concerned related
questions of rescurce exploitation of public lands everywhere., Pinchot
who favored leasing the public ccal lands charged Ballinger with blatent

maladministration and of encourazeing monopolistic control of publiec

pégoarces by large private interests, His iil-advised outispokeness



was rewarded by dismissal but his charges resulted in a congressional
investigation., Ballinger was eventually absolved of any malfeasance
but the congressional hearings resulted in new laws stfengthening

government authority over public lands,

Pinchot left the Forest Service with the knowledge that the organization
he had created would carry on the conservation battle. He had orques-
trated the growth of a tiny Forestry Division, headquartered in Wash-
ington, DC, with a staff of 12, to a vast decentralized, regional or-

ganization with responsibility for 175 million acres of federal land.

Pinchot's career after leaving the Forest Service was no smaller in
scope then his life as chief, In 1900 he had been elected President

of the llational Conservation Association and held the post until 1925,
He wés ap?pfes:or of foresfé&‘af_Yale from 1903 to 193§?and afterwards
Freofessor Emeritus. He served on the Commission for Relief in Belgium.
From 1917 through 1919 he was a member of the United States Food Ad-
ministration, He became the Pennsylvania Commissioner of Forestry in
1920>serving in that capacity untij. 1‘922.- He ras ﬁri:r;e G(gvemc-r’"\o’f“ |
Pennsylvania)from 1923 to 1927 and again from 1931 to 1935. He travel-
led extensively and was the author of numerous publications including
his autobiographical work, "Breaking New Ground", covering his years

as a professional forester (1890—1910)./\His nultifaceted career not-
withstanding, lr, Pinchot's lifelong sympathy could be capsulized in a
statement he made at his Forest Service farewell address of 1910: "Con-
servation is my life work in the Government Service or out of it, and

this (the Forest Service) is the most important piece of conservation

work there is.," His influence remained a factor in all national forestry

matters throu;h:but his lifetime and his presence was felt on all issues

B o7 s

/
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¥ W
that confronted his creation, the Forest Service,

’ had one
Gifford Pinchot died Ocdober 4, 1946, at the age of 81, Ie was survived

by his wife Cornelia Bryce Finchot and son, Gifford Bryce Pinchot.
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Tor HAPPY DAYS
OUR NATIONAL FORESTS

Forest service Forefathers

"The brilliant partnership of Roosevelt and Pinchot," wrote
a contemporary in AMERICAN FORISTS, "ereated the Forest Service,
laid the foundatlion of national forestry, and gave to the cause of
forest conservation a romance, a color, a moral sanction, and a
popularity of inestimable driving force.”
T Gifford Pinchot was = member of Theodore Roosevelt&s "Tennis
Cabingt,t w%}ch many 3;_1ev§ i fhavg been the backgsround of Pinchot's
A A "m:"“i'”"Be%it a8 1% Ty, he Guserves the wieh SiEle -

"Ogganizer of the Forest Service,” His work covered 12 years, dur-

4

ing which perled he was successively Chief of the Division of For-
estry, Chief of thc Bureau of Torestry, Chief of the Forest Servicse,

as governmment forest work grew up and had different titles bestowed

upon it. Kj- s

/

Qutstandins fsaturss of a% administration vweeeriesymats-was

£§Eﬁ!§!!!ﬁiﬁ;§3£§hthe transfer of the nation's Torest reserves to

the Dppartment of griculture fram the Department of the Interior

-y / fot

and the first use of the names "Forest Service” and "National Fore-
ests," theheginning of range control on natlonal forest land and
increass ia the zmount of timber sold and in the use of the nation's
forests by the psople of the l/est, the establishment of six fleld
gions to decentralize the adninistration of ths wldely scat
3tablishment of the Forest

oratory in cooperation with the University of ilsconsin,
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“hen Pinchot was forced to resign on January 7, 1910, as
a dramatic episode in the Ballinger-Pinchot controversy, he was

succeeded as Chief Forester by Henry Solon Graves, his own Super-

intendent of Viorking Plans in the early days of organization,
fiscal
The second/year of the Graves' Administration (1911) was

e T A o e A e 8 et b P ———

marked by(one preat disaster and one epoch-making event.  The |
[’Mraigégier-was that holocaust of fire in the summer and fell of
1910, due to the unusually light winter snowfall and spring

\ rains and the severe drought conditions of the summer, The good /
-

adventure was)the passage of the Weeks Law signed by President

Téft on lMarch 1, 1911, by vhich an initial esppropriation of two
inaugurated the purchase
million dollars/m

o; :qreqt lends on
watershe?s of navigablp streams, .7 ©°F ““‘iij'-- Ao Ay i
?t + ﬂhen ‘came the WORLD WAR, and even befor; the A. E. F.
got golngz, two regiments of forest engineers were recrulted in
the Forest Service to assist in the production in France of tim=
ber products reguired by the Armies of the Allles, The mejority
of the officers in these two regiments were trained foresters
and every sawmill and wood=using industry of the Egynifgﬂgon-
tributed its uota of skilled workers. Chief Forester Graves
himself ﬁas sent abroad by the liar Deﬁértment on leave of ab-
sence from the Department of ngrleuiture, as a Major attached

to the staff of the Commander of the - E. F., and was later

. &iven the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.

The Var won, the Guvernment and the industries could turn
on{ca nore to ¥rx affzirs of peace, There followed = =zteady

extension of the practice of forestry and use of national fovests

A
e~ A I I

for recreation grew as never before. On the otber hand the fire

i . We b in use of
season of 1919 in the Northwest wes another uadft+ﬁf’m27§;ﬂ R
aroucht. lizhining storms, the wild charactar O
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The Forest Service lost Henry S. Graves as Chief Forester
in April 1920, and William Buckhout Greeley ("Bi}i Gfgeley"-to
his associates) stepped into his shoes (figuratively spaaking).
E,rly in his administration, the national forests of Alaska came
into the limelight and an Alaska Region was added to the other
seven,

I& Greeley's annual report for the fiscal year 1922, he

IR “

:'}aidl&-ﬁrmjw-fm—pwg—rm: j "The large san=— ;

"mills of the country are in full migrat westward to the last

(o~

The problem

L___greaat virgin timber supply on the Pacific Co t.;

of unproductive 1and left iy the wake of the sawmills or ahandoned

by the fatmer has assumed enormous proportions. The enactment
of the Clarke=-McNary Law of June 7, 1924, amendatory to the Veeks
Law of March 1, 1911, came like a promise of solution of the prob=
lem of unproductive land., It paved the way, not only for confir-
mation and exzpansion of the policy of mxiwskwmxfmwmwix national-
farest ownership, but also for adequate productivity of private
individual effort and

far est land throuch/cooperation with the Federal Government,

Tye nine years of the Greeley administration weres fruiltful
in stimulation of private forestry, in faresi=fire control and
efficient national forest management, in Federal cooperation with
Statos in protection from ’1ru, in tree planting, and in Iarm-forﬁstry

| - <

extension. fhotable legislation inecluded the so=-called LCDveeney-
=

frf‘McNary law, which laid down, through specific authorization for a

10~year period, a finaneial program for the expansion of forest re=-

search, and the so=called McNary-ioodruff Law, laying down a similar
of forasst land s 1929-31
program for enlarged purchases/ urin- the fiscal yaar" - *
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On May 1, 1928, Greeley resigned as Chief Forester and

ngert Young Stuart was appointed to fill his place. Stuart

literally lived and died a forester from the beginnins of his
carser to the accident which brought it to an untimely end. In
his first year as Chlef Forester, the ninth Forest Reglon - the Lake
States Region, now called the North Central Region =~ was established.
Here the necd Tfor forést practices had beeome insistent.
During the winter of 1929-30, local unemployment was brought
- %o the very gates of the nationzal forests and some relief was afford-
/ led by hastenins construction programs already financed. Turther appro=-
/priations speeded up construetion of roads ~nd trails, thsect and
Y tree-disease control work,and administrative and ran-e improvements
f on the national forests. The number of unemployed put to work
l by these programs incereased more than fourfold from January to June, 1S
\1931,
In 1933, the Forest Service prepazed a report on the forest

problem of the United States, pursuant to Senate Resolution 175

&

i @ongress, 1st Session) introduced by Senator Royal S. Copeland.

o ot
Tgis report, "A National Plan for -merican Forestry," enabled the
Secretary of asgriculture to advise the Senate of the United States
as to the desirability of Federal aid tc the states in the utiliza=-
tion of those ar-as suitable for forestation omnly.

=
e

In this same year the Imergencey Conservation Corps entered ¢
kaleidoscopic scheme of things, enrolling 300,000 men for serviece
in the forests and parks of the country. This great undertaking
wa: primarily a reliefl measure to provide work for the mnemployed,
but allotments for road, trail, and improvement construetion and
maintenance, and for the acquisition of 1lznd, ~ave Government forest

mork & long=term impetus in improved forest conditions as well as
renewal of man power.
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Outstanding progfress in farm-forestry extension through
4-H Club activities was made during 1933, <ZEE total of 11,416 for-
estry projects of 15,732 boys and girls mas tﬁe record Tfor the year,
Tﬁis junior activity went on in 39 States and 1 teﬂrito%zg::>
During the ten years ending with 1933, 180-1/2 million trees
were distributed to farmers under the Clarke-McNarv Law of 1924,

/,I:’EEIE last year of his administration, Chief Forester Stuart
/’ ineugurated the establishment of "etperimental forests" as out=- /

;:\ door lahoratories and "natural areas” to be kept in primitive ,f

“\ condition for educational and recreational use, ——
“Tﬂ‘In terms of varied eccomplishment, therefera,. Robert
Young Stuart left a splendid record, and in the words of an ap=-
praiser of hiswork and character, "his leadership of the Forest
Servic? was a'%%adf?ﬁhip‘of pgise, vision, and competence,"

Tneée;era the Foreﬁ*foervife forefathers. Vhat a heritage

for Ferdinand /ugustus B8ilcox, the present Chief Forester of the

United Statesd



GIFFORD SINCHOT

lr, 7inchot received his prejeratory education at Palllips Exeter
Academy, and was graduated from Yale Uaiversity in 1889, He studied
forestry in Franee, Jermany, Switzarland, and austiria, end in Jamuary,
1892, inaugurated the first example in the Umited Htates of practiecal
forest management on a large ssale, at 3iltmore, North Carolina., Later
#ir, 7inchot prepared the Siltmore and North Carelina exhibits for the
World's Fair at Chieaso. In Degeaber, 1892, he opmmed en office in Yew
York, as consulting foresier,

Ha was a membar of the Commisalon azpsinted by the Katlonal Zsademy
of Selsnces ia 1896, st the request of the Secretary of the Interior, to
investizats snd report upon the inmauzuration of & rational foreat polliey
for the forestad lands of the United 3tatass, As a member of this Commission,
Ur, rinchot helped lay the foundation of the Jation's yresent forest poliey,
which he was shortly to become the chisf agent in developing., The moat notable
Teatures of the report gumnittsd by this Commission were (1) recomuendation
of 3he weasure put iato eoffest by Fresideat Clevsland on February 22, 1897,
wisn sleven zew westexn forest reserves were ersated, with a total area of
over 21,000,000 aerss; {(2) recommendation that all pudlie lands more wamluable
for ihe production of timber taan for asriculture or mining should bs put
inte forest regerves; and (3) ths Pormmlation of a systea of administmstion
planned to provide for the immedists use of ihe forests by ihe pudlic as well
es thaeir svoiectien for the hansfit of ihw futurs,

This latter point waa 2rusinl, 7pon it dapendad the suseexs or fallare
of aay attampt at ectensive forest protectisn by tha HZational Severnmeat., All
forest ressrves praviously =mamde had besn adbsolutely locked up from use axcept

.



in disregnrd of the law., 71%h the growth of the population and economle
damand the enforcement of sush & policy would have becoms intolersdle,
Tvenutally the preasure of publiec orinion would have forced the abandonment
of the whole reserve policy, snd with zood cause., As the Committee sald
in their report: "A study of the reserves in their relatioa to the genaral
devalorment and welfare of the couniry shows that “*“**ithese great bodiss
of reserved lands can not be withdrasm from all occupation end use, and
that thay must be made %o perfom their rert in the econony of the ¥ation,
rerrcvariy million agres of land are theoretieally simt out from all humsn
oseupation or enjoyment,"*"Inless the reserved lands of the public domain
are mads $o comtribute %o the welfars and proaperity of the country, they
should be thrown epen o settlement snd the whole systen of reserved forests
abandoned, ™"

One of the resulta of the work of tils Cemmission was the ensctment
of legislation by ‘ongreas, in June 1887, definlng the purposes for whleh
forezt reserves ahould de created and providiang Tfor thelr adminlstration |
by tho Departnent of the Interior, BOth along the lizes of the Tommissisats
repoart.

ed

A year later (%ﬁa) #r, Finchot wams appoint/ Chief of tke
Diviaion of Foreatyry iz the -E,a:mmmnt of Agrisulture, . two=fold Sask
presentad 1iself: 'Mo bdring the pudblis to a reallzatlion of the econamio
importancs of forest preservetion and to gather ile tec‘mieul' tnowladze
and technigal stalf aecegsary to put {orestry indo aoiusl prusties in
tha Talted Sistes,

The sg-nditisns whieh then confrontad ¥Mr, ~inehot wers deseribed by
sesrstary ‘ilses iz "is annusl report for 1905, as follows:”” "Cm Mly 1,
1898, the “ivision of 7oresir’ employsd sleven rersons, of whom six filled



slerigal or other suberdinate jositions and five belongsd %o the ssimmbifie

» Report of the Committee aprointsd by the National Acadeny of Seisnces
“**%0 the Segretary of the Interier, ¥ay 1, 1897, “ashington: Covermment
Frinting Offiee, 1897, P, 20,

% Anuupal Repert of the Depariment of Agriculturs for the Fiscal vear
ended Juma 30, 1900 (=ashington: Covernment rinting Offies, 1208)
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staff, Of %h@ latter, two were professional foresters. The Division
posseased no fisld equizmend; practieally 211 of itm work was office work,”
wietrhgre were in the wiols United States less than ten profesalonal
foresters, Nelther a sclience nor a literature of imerican forsetry wmas in
existense, nor could an sdueation iz ihe subject be obtained in this sountry,.
Systomatic foresiry was in operation om the estate of a single owmer, heon-
orably desirous of furaishing an objsel lesson i3 an umimowm fleld., “Lumdewre
man and forest cuners ware skeptisal ***, The renl need of foresiry was
urgent, & tisze had come whish presented at osnee a jreat opportunity asd =
dangerous orisis. Forest dsgtmuciion hsd reazhed a poiant where sazacious
men-=cost of all, sagacious lumbermen--¢ould plainly discern the not dis-
tant snd, The lumbaer industry, viisl %o the nation st large, was rushing
t2 its own extinetlon, until forest manzrement for future crops should be
foreed by fwmine prizes, ‘ssnwhile, however, the rulm would have been
wrousht already,

*Yorestiry was both aa evideni econcmice nesd and an sppavent econonmis
inresaibility, Pewesll-infomed ;ersons balisved that the abstaclss o its
inisvduasion sould be overcome sufficienily 35 bring it into comuon orae-

. %iee gmon: private cwmers durlaz toe lives of $hz2 rresant generation.

i



The reszlts achisved under ¥Mr, inchot's administration durinz ihe
naxt seven years were summarized by Secretary vilson in the same report,
as follows:

"That the whole situation is profoundly altered is directly mnd
chiefly dus to the mork of the Forest Sarvice, With (i3 offer of praetical
assistance to forest owmers zade in the fall of 1898, ita field of action
shifted from the deak to the woods, The lumberman was mot on his own ground,
Unsertain speculations were converted into business propesitions, and untried
theories inie practical rulss, Aectusl management for purely commercial ends
has deen taksn up and applisd on their own holdings by soms of ths beste-known
lumbermen ia the eountry. “hat lumbermen as a body znow think eof forestiry ia
illustrated by the recent effeative movement in thelir national sasociation to
eadow a chalr of lumbering at oae of the forest schoola,

"Publie opinion isenerally has experismced an equal changs, and a sound
national seantiment has been oreated, The great and varied intersasts dependent
upon the forest have deen awmakaned to the urgent need of making yrax&nlnn for
the future, States have bdean led $o ensat wiss laws end snter upon ; walle
censidered forest polioy.

"The period shish has passed since 13928 has bean, in forest work, a
peried of large definite acsomplisiments and of effsctive preparation for the
future, Of the exact tnowledys coaserning our imnsrican forssts, upon shieh
the praétiecs of selentifles Torealiry depends vastly more has been pathered
during the last seven years than srevioualy from the time Columbus landed,

In 1868 the Civislon of !oresiry had tardly azproachad the specific problecs
of Torest management iz the United states, esad had developed no sfficieat

agthods of attackine them, The resords now on file are based on the nansure-



zents of millions of individual treas, ***Fleld work has been condusted
in every ltate and Territory in the Uanlted States, and ia Forto Reo,
Alaska, and the “hilippizes, |

"The scientifis knowledge gathered in the field has taken form in
a rapidly srowinz literature of the sudject, and has furnishsd the basis
for a system of professional eoducation, To~day there is scarcely more
oceasion for the ‘merican to go abroad to study forestry than to atudy
medieine or law. |

*Besidaes creating 2 seclemce of American forestry, tha Forest serviece
has worked out the methods of operstion by whieh forestry may bds put in
prastice, It found in sxistemce a fully develaped system of Lumberiag,
which had brought efficisncy and sconcmy of lador to the highest point, but
was often westeful of -mterial and regarded forests as simply so zmeh
standing timber to e cut. Men taughi to regard cheap logs at the mill as
the supreme test and sols snd of good lumbering, justly proud of their
sroficisnsy in a highly speeislized industry, and izpatisnt of resiraint,
aguld not bde sxpected toc weloome with cordiality changes for a purpose whoge
utility they were neceaserily slow %o recognize, 70 work a reform 1% =es
negsssary to degin with existing cosditions and improve them insiead of
sritieizing them., liad not the Forest Servise tasen the load in finding
ont just how sraeticel rulas for conssrvative lumberiaz ~ight be laid dowm
aad carrised out, forzsirTy would 10t ave reached the peolst at whiek it now
stands in the aited Statea,

“In the Tiell of esonomie tree 2lazting the same story is repeated
a~d shows dafinite, impo-tant, end per~anent results, It i3 true that in
18958 farers throughout the iiddle Jest, whers tree planting fiads its
larzent fleld of esonomie usafulness, ware already alive to thedir need of

-l



plantad timber., 3But $he knowledge of what kinda of trees %o plant and how
to make them zrow was i:perfect, These were tie funismentel prodlams;

" (1) The somparntive adaptability of various species to reglonal and
loeal conditions of climats, soll, and meisture; (3I) the comparative usefule
ness of the apecles which ¢an be made to tirive; (3) the proteotive benefits
of planted timder; and, (4) the rate of growth and the futurs yield which
ean de expected, Sudsitantial progress toward the solution of all of these
problexs has been asseomplished., The Torest Service ***is now in a position
to exarcise great elpfulneas in the whole plantiang wzovament throughout the
United Statwse It has sstablished in the minds of weaztermnfarmers generally
the faet that tres planting ean be made succsssful and that 1% adds to the
noney value of their farma, It has also sallad lttﬂnﬁian.te the great
hyzieaic importance of tree :zlantlng on the watersasda; of public water
suppliss of citiea, sast and west; hea developed praetisal msthods for
reforesting demuded mountaln slopes and for establlaling new foreat growth
in rsgions of little rainfall, and has powerfully contriduted 1o the great
work of reclaiminz desert lands thrcuzsi mater conservalion and io the whols
irrigation movement.

' *The Yorest service hes in the last soven years added greatly to our
visidle forest resouress, Ia the saving of waste 1t has enriched the ecoun-
$27 by many millisns of dollara, and iz thias »ay alons has sddsd wastly more
%o the Smtlons)l weali) tomn lts tobtal expenditures for all rurposss during
ita estire history.

*T4s more imporiant nehlevemantiz in degressinz the drain upen our
forssts Yy providing 7or thair more affective utilizstion Lave been clong

four lines-edetsrmination of the strength of diffarent tinds of timber,

-
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studies of methods by whish tiaber may de made more duradls, sffords to
decrease wasie 1ln lumberiag, and the discevery and introduction of detter
motheds of zathering forest products other than lumbern,

"iy 1ts timder testa the Forsst Serviece has established thelsuite
ability of warious little-used but adundant wsoods, =apecislly for struge
tural uses, and has made vossidble the more sconomisal use of othar woods
by en exaet dete-mination of thelr strsnzth, 3y its studles of the offecta
of seasoning and the walue of 4iffsreni metheds of pressrvative treatment,
it has opemed the way to sn ensrmous reduction in the drain upon cur Forssta
for rallreed ties. “hat thls demand at presant is say be realized when i3
{s considered %hat 1T a $ree were zrowins at each end of every railroad tie
laid in the tract iz the whkole United states all She timber prodused would
e neadsd Tor reonewal alouns., In other words, two tz_-eml muat always be grow-
ing ia $he foresas to i®ey one tie pernaneatly in the track,

*3y itz studles of lumbering methods the Foreat Sorvige has sbomn
lumberazen how timber Tommerly wasted in high stweps, tops, and logs lef$ in the
woods gould bde utilized without added empense, And n not less serious waate
ef a grsat reacurce wm=a cut off when the inventlion of a new methed of ture
pentinins =ade it soszible o alimipate the destruniion of our southem ;
forests throuch boxing ths tress, and at the ssme time o zather s far
larzer walus ia Suspentine than befors,

*7inally, $he Torest Sexrvice has rondered = sreal service bty iis
oxclorstions of foregted recions, Uszsaful contriduiisns to the knawledge
af gur forsal resouress have desn mada throuzh snecifiz studles of imoer-
tant regions, Jush zinudiea have besz sospletad for Vew Hamgahirs, Taxas,
‘alifornis, the southern ‘ppalashlans, and ars undsr way for svery important
timber rexion of ths countyy, In addition the orgmzized collection of the

-
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fasts of production for ths entirs country has lstaly been degun, Ian the
fogt, examinations Iy the Sarvice have deen of zreat walus in assleoting
forest ressrves and locating their doundaries., The suiding prineipls of this
poliey i3, of gourse, that all laad should be put to 1ts dest use, This
prineinle the Forest Service has asaistsd to put into effeet dy its reconmends-
tions as %o wiat lands ahould not as well as what should be reserved, ”

™a broadening seiivity and inereasing size of the Divisien of Forestry
lad to its reorzanizetion as the Buresu of Yorestry, on July 1, 1901, Another,
and mere signifieant reorzanization was affsoted in 1500, when it Dscsme the
Porest servise, This change in name markad a notabla step forward in the
working out of our Mational Forest policy. ais already noted, the sdminis-
tration of the forsst rTegerves was at first given by Conzress to the Sesretary
of the Iateriors The davelozment of tha fivisiea and Buresu of Foresiry in the
pepartment of Asgrionlturs under iire iinchot, along lines at once techniecal
aad highly practieal, 2ad produced a cuious anoualys. All the trained foreaters
and all the expert knowledsze necessary for the appliealdion of foresixy to the
native forest landa were in one Cecartment of the Uovermment, wiieh under its
pian of eoeperating with private owners of woodland, wss directing the actual
nragtice of forestry on 500,000 agres of land, whils all the forest reserves
wars asrad for Yy snother Jspartment makiaz no pretenss o»f abilidsy Yo manage
thoge forests by the only —ethods =hiish oould secure thair hizhest usefulnesa.
Tue deronstration of srartical affisiengy given by the Sureau of ‘orestry under

4nskatip adelnlatration lad to the 3ermimaiion of this anemaly by sa Aet

dr.
of lengress whioh, on February 1, 1905, trenaforred the admiasistration of the
regsTyss Crom $he Jepartmant of the Intsrmior o ihs lagartmont of Agriculture,

Toe zrisultural ipgrosrintion et of iha same year racognized tha profound

the DBuresu of Fforssiry resultisz from
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Gifford Pinchot 1s listed ir Who's Who as "ex~-governor and forester."
It may well be said that he was America's first professional forester and
the founder of the profession of forestry in this country.

Following his gradustion from Yale University in 1885, Finochot
studied forestry in Europe, and later tegan the first systematic forestry
work in the United States at Biltmcre, K. C. In 1902 he inspected the for-
ests of the Philippine Ialands and recommended a forest policy which led
to the establishment of the Fhilippire Forest Service.

e As Chief of the Dbureau of Forestry of the Lepartment of Agriculture,
and later as first Chilef of the U. S. Forest Service, after its establishment
in 1905, he led the movement for the development of scientific forestry

_ngaotloe in Azmerica. The forest resesrch programx which he initiated hes
developed most of the techricel forestry knowledge now applied ir this country,
since previously there had been practieslly no seientific forestry practiced
in the United States. LAmong the developments which have grown out of this
research program are the formulation of tasic principles for ar Azerican sys-
tem of silviculture, ard the laying of a groundwork for the application of
seientific livestock raenge management on the millions of aores of western
rangeland. Studies of forest influences are ocontriduting to improved methods
of watershed menagement and flood control. The wood technology and wood
utilization studies, now centered at the Forest Froducts laboratory in ladisen,
¥iiseconsin, have resulted in many ferereachling advances in the efficlent use of
wood, savings through reductior of weste, exprension of wood-using industriss,

and development of zew wood produetss Wood today, in faet, is one of the key



war materials, meeting numerous specialized needs for aircraft, boats,
pulp products and plastics, and "pinch-hittirg" for other materisls in
hurdreds of uses.

Pinchot pioreered in the development of America's ratioral forest
syatem, which now includes 160 Naticral Forests in 40 States and two Terri-
toriss, with an aggregate area of 177 milliorn acres. The basic organization
for the administration of these great pudbliec forests was set up during his
term as Chief of the Forest Service.

From 1920 to 1922, Pinchot served as Commissioner of Forestry for the
State of Fenrsylveania, ard later was twice eleoted governor of the State,
gserving from 1923 to 1927 and from 1531 to 1535. Ee was for meny years a
Professor of Forestry on the Yale Faculty end since 1936 has been Yale
profeassor emeritus. He was a member of the Fational Forest Commission of
1396; president of the National Comservatiocn Assceiation from 1910 to 1925;
member of the commission on organization of govermnment scientific work,
appointed in 1503; member of the Inland Fatermays Commission, appcinted in
1907; of the commission on eountry life, appointed ir 1508; ard chairmen of
the Joint Committee on Conservation appoirted by the conference of governors
and ratioral organizations at Washington in 1908, He served with the come
mission for reliefl in Belgium in 1914-15, and was & member of the U. S. Food
Administration during World War I.

#ithin the past year, Pinchot's irnterest in possitilities for 1:craaa-”-
ing the chances of survival of vietims of ship torpedoeings led to the devel-
opmen't, with the aid of a group of seiertists and experisnoed outdoorsmen,

of the speciesl emergercy fishinp kits now teing supplied for life rafts.

i



He was & founder and is now a Fellow of the Society of Americen
Foresters, and is a member of the Royal English Arboricultural Society,
Americar Museum of FNatural History, Washingtor Academy of Soiences, Psnn-
sylvania Academy of Sciences, and the Americen Academy of Folitical and Soeial
Sclencse.

He holds honorary degrees from Yale, Prirceton, ¥ichigan Agricultural

College, McGill University, Pennsylvania kilitary College, and Temple University.
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WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA - Volume 22 1942-43. FPages 1757-1758

PINCHOT, Gifford, ex-zovernor, forester; b. Simsbury, Connecticut,
August 11, 1865; s« James W. and Mary (Eno) P.; A.B., Yale, 1889;
studied forestry France, Germany, Switzerland and Austria; hon. A.M.,
Yale, 1901, Princeton, 1904; Sc.D., Mich. Agrl. Coll., 1907;

LL.D., Eggi}}, 1909, Fa. Mil. Coll., 1923, Yale, 1525, Temple, 1931;
m. Corelia Elizabeth Bryce, 1914; 1 son, Gifford Bryce. First Am.
Ezgfgasiona} forester; began first systematic forest work in U. S.

at Biltmore, N.C., January 1892; maéghggff“$o;pa§90mgn., 1896;
forester and chief of div. afterward Bureau of Forestry, and now the
Forest Service, U. S. Dept. Agr., 1898 1910 pres. Nat. Conservation

Assne., 1910-25."Prof. fbrestry, Yals, 1903-36 pﬁ%écssor emeritus sirece

BT L
1936. Commr. of forestry of Pa., 1920-22; gav of Pa., 1923-27 and

————

1951-35. Inspected forests of P. I., 1902, and recommended forest policy
Lt ol I L

e
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for sdmej mem. com. on orgn. govt. scientific work, epptd. March 13,

1903, commn. on pub. lands, apptd. dmExfyxiSeFyxiaxdagdxfxtsxwxyzxSsmmnxy
xppkdxxduma Oct. 22, 1903, commn. on depte. methods, apptd. June 2, 1905

Inland ﬂhterwaya Cammn . apptd. khr. 14 1907 commn. on country life,

e s

appt. Aug. 10, 1908, chmn. Hat. COnsorvation Commn-, appt. June 8, 15083

chmn. Joint Ccm. on Conservaticn, apptd. by the conf. of govs. and nat,

-~

orgs. at Washington, Dec. 1508. DMNem. Soc. Am. Foresters, Amv=Forestry
Assn., Royal English Arboricultural Soe., Am. Mus. Natursl History,

Washington Academy of Sciences, Pennsylvania Academy of Sciences,

American Academy of Political eand Social Sciencaey Member oflCommn.

r—

for relief in Belzium, 1914-15. lMem. U. S. Food Administration

Aug. 1917-Nov. 1918. Negotiated settlement of anthracite coal strike in
e

-



Pinchot -=- 2

19‘}923. Clubs: qutury, Yale, Explorers (New York); Cosmos of
Washington (pres. 1908). Author: Biltmore Forest, 1393; The White Pine
(with He S. Graves, 1896); Timber Trees and Forests of North Carolina
(with W, W. Ashe), 1897; The Adirondack Spruce, 1898; Report to the
Secretary of the Interior on Examination of the Forest Reserves, 1898;

A Study of Forest Fires and Wood Produection in Southern New Jersey,
1899; A Primer of Forestry, Part I, Bull. 24, Div. of Forestry, 1899,
Part II, 1905; Recommendations or Poliey, Organization, and Procedure
for the Bureau of Forestry of the Philippine Islands, 1903; The

Fight for Conservetion, 1909; The Country Church (with C. 0. Gill), 1913;
The Training of a Forester, 1914, 4th edit. (rewritten) 1937; Six
Thousand Country Churches (with C. O. Gill), 1919; To the South Seas,

1930; Just Fishing Telk, 1936. Home, Milford, Pike County, Pa.



More on Pinchoit,contid.

Fdih

Ir{189§ he became head of the “ivision of Forestry in USDA.
In 1900 Pinchot money started Yale Forest School, Henry Graves was first Dean.
Under Pinchot, the Division became one of the first overnment agencies to
e e L g ol : i ’)
en & Continving 1orge seale,
ensive repare and disseminaste press releades,to news ers and magazines,
exv 1y prep P Al s A pap g

n 1802 ke helped set up a Bureau of Forestry in the Fyilippines to operate

€ forests there. His proposal was the basis for the law adopted by Congress.

= IB$9 Pinchot finished first part of his "Primer of Forestry?. of which

evenﬁually 1 million copies were issued by the Goverment. About 10 years later,
-~ the'FS published a 24-page leaflet, "A Primer of Conservation.™
. ——73n 1906 he issued the Forest Service manual, "The Use of the National Forest

Reserves," In 1906 he instituted the permit and fee system for grazing on
the Reserves.

—In 1911 the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the right of the Secretary of Agricalture

o to issus rules totontrol grazing on National Forests.

In 1903, Theodore Roosevelt vetoed a bill to permit a company to build a dam
and power station at Muscle Shoals, Ala., on the Tenn. River. This made ib
possible for the Tennessee Valley Authority to be created 30 years later under
Franklin Roosevelt.,

- In 1906 Pinchot instituted a rental fee for power sites on National Forests.

"‘-'_,._.t-/ i

In1909 when Theodors Roosgvelt left office, there were 149 Hational Forests

covering 193 million acres.

In 1907 Congress withdrew the right of the Forest Service to use the income from

sale of timber in the Forest Ressrves,

F. E. Weyerhaeuser supported Pinchot and the Forest Service and was vice-preside

of the American %orestry Assoeciation for a time,

e . . i
Tn 1910 Pinchot defined Conservation as (1) Development of our natural resources
and the fullest use of them for the pres#ent generation®; (29 ¥Frevention of

——

waste"; (3) Development efid preservation of our resources "for the benefitv of

the many and not merely for the profit of a few,.n



g
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More Gm’ﬁincdot,vcnad.
In 1920 thg Federal Water Power Act zave Govt control of water power sites and
their develorment on public land, 50-year leases were provided.(As adv13ed ngpu

1n
Iﬁ\lQ@? Theodore Roosevelt created an Inland Waters uomm1531owt>h%P

,////;nznmmxmdxxxnm suggestion, to prepare recommendations for comprehensive

<

plan to improve water transportation, water power development, mxd irrigation,
and soil conservation. (It anticipated by 30 years the Tennessee Valley Authorit

(Its recommendations were similar to TVA's).
(Conference on the Conservation of Natural Resources)

A Conservation Conference/was held in ¥ay 1908 at Pknchot's suggestion. All Stat

Governors or their representatives were present. Many scientists, officials,etc.
It agreed that each State should create a conservation cormmission. Received grea
publicity in nation's newspapers. Public interest was aroused.

Pres. Theodore Roosevelt appointed a National Conservation Commission in 1908

to prepare a report on the condition of the Nation's resources; Pinchot was
chairman., It reported findings at a Joint Conservation Conference in Washington

attended by half the Covernors and delezates from state and mational conservatio
Plnchot and Roossvelt spoke at a Natl. Conservation Congfsin St.Faul, Lo
a io ste d of State control for conserfatlon of natural res urceﬁiggglg go
0 as a separate gra 0
E?%gstii %k%ﬁ%%gizedclnﬂ%%s% %%er %il %ﬁesa comm1551ons% an% Congress voted
to kill all Presidential commissions. From 1910-20 biils Were repegkedly introd

ed in Congress to turn the National Forests over th the States.
Howsver, a final conference was held at the end of Theodore Roosevelt's term,

the North American Conservation Conference in 1908. The Governor-8eneral of

Canada and the Ppresident o f Mexico were guests.
and James A, Garfield, Secretary of the Interior,

“~— —— Pinchot/took drastic action at the close of Theodore Roosweelt's term to protect

(The coal
claims were
cancelled in
1910 after
Congressl
hearings eon
Pinchot's
charges)

potential waterpower sites from prigate uncontrolled exploitation., Between Dec.
withdraw over
1908 to March L, 1909, he had the President metxasiswm/lL million acres of valuabl

water power sites from private entry, to protect the public interest.
These were xm=kuxxed annulled by the new Secretary of the Interior, Richard A,

Ballinger, as soon as he took office, but then restored again after Pinchot in=

aft\Plnchot was fired Jan. 1910 by Taft for extreme
char fes he made against Ballinger on Alaska coal d?

In 1908, Pinchot organized a Hational Conservation Association aimed at opposing

tervened with President T

the turning over of National Forests to the Western States--for which thers was
very strong pressure in Congresse-- and it worked to control the development of

water power sites on public lands, Charles W, Eliot, outgoing president of Harv

became president,then succeedea by Pinchot in 1910. Plnchot served until the grow
became i nactive in 1923, Walter L.Fisher,new S8ecy of Interior in 1910 after Balli

war, bename vies-president of the Assn.



(Agditional Biographical Data on Pinchot, tobe inserted in Biography)

Pinchot was from a wealthy family, on both sides.
_Pinchot was the first American to insist that seientific forestry could
be profitable.
==In 1889 he went to Bermany to find out more about forestry, became a close
4l friend of the great Cerman forester, Dr. Detrich Brandis, who advised
’_himuto go to the French Forest School at Nancy, which he did. He studied
there for 13 months, but wanted practical experience rather than more classroom
work, and left for home. He made trips through European forests to gain
first-hand knowledge. He was the first American to study forestry abroad.
just after returning from sbroad,
In Januaryjkgg%&he got a job malking management g}ggs for P@s}gs, Dodge Estate
in Penna, and Arizona. He was -also offered the pmes# new post of assistant
Chief of the Division of Forestry, U.S.Ddpt. of Agriculiure, by Dr. Fernow,
in1891. He accompanied Fernow on a trip through Arkansas forests.
In January 1592 he accepted a Jjob as gngffer for the BEEEEPre Estate near
Asheville, N.C., for Wiiliam Vanderbiit. Conducted cutting operations.
In 1894 He became a nonresident consultant for the forest and Carl Shenck,
a young German forester, became the resident forester.
Pinchot mailed a pamphlet on the first-year accomplishments af Biltmore Forest
to thousands of newspapers.

In Deéemberaggg_Pinchot set up an office as consulting forester in New York City.

Henry Graves and Pinchot were students together at Yale; Graves planned tobe a

chemist, but Pinchot persuaded him to enter forestry. Graves assisted Pinchot
in field work for forest plans for large landowners and forest industries.

Graves became the first student of forestry at Harvard. He went to Lurope to

tudy forestry under Dr. Detrich Brandis, Graves became first Dean of Yale Forest

;ﬁ:i,,i! School,

Pinchot became a special forest agent for the Dept. of the Interior in June 1897.

He studisd the 18 new reserves set aside by Bresident Cleveland, rscoimended

boundary changes, proposed organization of a Rofest Service.
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At the beginning of his book entitled Gifford Pin-
chot, Private and Public Forester, Harold Pinkett
quotes Pinchot as saying: “‘I have been a Governor
every now and then, but I am a forester all the
time.”’" One could conclude that Gifford wanted to
reassure his associates in forestry that despite his ex-
cursions into elective politics, he was true to his pro-
fession, the one he had introduced to America in the
late nineteenth century.

Many of his forestry associates preferred or prefer to
minimize Pinchot’s political involvement in the later
years of his life. They consider this activity less con-
sequential than the great battles fought for conserva-
tion in the early 1900’s when the Forest Service was
set on a firm foundation by its chief, “‘G.P.,”" as his
subordinates called him.?

American history texts reflect this same bias. After
Pinchot’s confrontation in 1910 with Secretary of the
Interior Ballinger over the disposition of coal
resources on public lands in Alaska, he disappears
from these surveys.’ Despite a very active life which
spanned the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression,
the Second World War, and the post-war effort to
achieve permanent peace, little is published about
what happened to this influential public figure.

Neglecting the later career of Gifford Pinchot is to
fail to recognize his role in a significant development
in the concept of ‘“‘conservation.’’ This is the term to
which he is credited with giving life and so much
publicity. Ignored also would be his close relation-
ship with Cornelia Bryce, whom he married in 1914.
In this later period together they saw their strategy
for international peace finally move a step toward
reality. Despite his associates’ and historians’ efforts
to confine him to forestry, Gifford Pinchot proved,
as he did so often during his lifetime, that he would
not or could not be limited physically or spiritually.

According to Henry Clepper, historian of the
forestry movement,* the concept of ‘‘conservation”’
had been developing for thirty years before Gifford
Pinchot and Theodore Roosevelt focused public at-
tention and concern on it at the beginning of the 20th
Century. Several individuals are said to have actually
used the word first in its modern connotation or sug-
gested it to Pinchot.?

The definition of the term ‘“‘conservation’’ has been
disputed over the years, and Pinchot himself used the
term to mean different things. In 1910 he proclaimed
that the basic principles behind conservation were the

development of and use of natural resources for the
benefit of the many, and not merely for the profit of
a few. He insisted on the scientific management of
renewable resources to prevent waste and to
guarantee their availability for future use.® Thirty-
five years later in his autobiography, Breaking New
Ground, published the year after his death, he wrote:
““‘Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preser-
vation, and/or renewal of forests, waters, and lands
and minerals for the greatest good of the greatest
number for the longest time . . . it means everywhere
and always that the public good comes first.”’ By
then he had come to this interesting and expansive
conclusion: ‘It is obvious, therefore, that the prin-
ciples of conservation must apply to human beings as
well as to natural resources.”’

All accounts agree that Pinchot believed firmly that
natural resources, renewable or not, were there for
the use of and the benefit of all mankind.® As noted
by many, this idea appeared to flow from the Judeo-
Christian belief that God created the natural world
under man’s dominion.®

Although his background was as a forester, Pinchot
did not confine his original definition of conserva-
tion in 1900 to the protection of trees, but broadened
the resources to be wisely managed to soil, water,
minerals, and grazing areas.’” In 1908 he was in-
volved in the renaming of the journal of the
American Forestry Association from Forestry and Ir-
rigation to Conservation to denote these broader
concerns. Pinchot also founded the Conservation
Association to pressure for government action to
realize the broad objectives of the conservation
movement as defined by Pinchot.

Henry Clepper states that there was no disharmony
between the American Forestry Association and the
National Conservation Association. However, after
a few issues of the journal were published under the
name Conservation, its title was changed to
American Forestry, and the Directors of the
American Forestry Association determined not to
follow Pinchot in what Henry Clepper calls ‘‘their
sound decision’’ not to be a party to his ‘‘grandiose’’
plans. Eventually, the National Conservation
Association with many shared members merged back
into the American Forestry Association."

Pinchot not only actively attempted to broaden the
types of resources placed under the protective cover
of conservation but also supported the emerging con-
cept of multiple-use for those forest reserves first set
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aside by Presidents Harrison and Cleveland and then
to an increasing extent by T.R. Multiple-use, with as
many shadings of meanings as the word ‘‘conserva-
tion,”’ directed that public forest lands and reserves
were to be open to use for a wide range of purposes,
from flood control to grazing to lumbering to mining
to recreation. Pinchot and the Forest Service pursued
this democratic policy which they believed was com-
plementary to the idea of ‘‘conservation.”” After the
acceptance of ‘‘multiple-use,”’ the Forest Service
placed few restrictions on the types of utilization of
the reserves.'?

This idea remained strong with Pinchot throughout
his long life. In 1931, Governor Pinchot broke
ground for Pymatuning Dam reserve area in the
northwestern part of Pennsylvania. He pointed
proudly to the value of this project which served as a
means of flood control, as well as a recreational site
for the citizens of the state and a source of employ-
ment.'* Despite potential conflicts over the use of the
reserves, such as the desire to preserve the beauty and
uniqueness of wilderness areas by denying access to
them by the masses, Pinchot saw primarily the poten-
tial of multiple uses. He firmly believed any conflict
could be managed by an effective administrator,
which he was recognized to be.'*

Beyond expanding the natural resources to be
managed for future use and exploring the wise
utilization of public reserves, Gifford Pinchot par-
ticipated in formally nationalizing and interna-
tionalizing the conservation movement. The White
House Governor’s Conference of 1908 on Conserva-
tion, for which Pinchot served as Chairman, was so
successful in terms of encouraging commitment to
the cause by the leadership of the country, that he
called for a conference of the leaders of the United
States, Canada, and Mexico. The positive results of
that meeting resulted in invitations being sent by
T.R. to the world to join in a gathering to promote
cooperation in conservation. When William Howard
Taft became President and rescinded the invitations,
Pinchot was not able to carry the idea of interna-
tionalizing conservation any further at that time.'’

The first years of the new century had seen America’s
first professional forester reach the heights of na-
tional influence through his own considerable energy
and dedication, and through the support from pro-
fessional resource associations, individual teachers
from the scientific community, and powerful
political leaders of the country. Pinchot had sensed
through his close collaboration with Theodore
Roosevelt what political power could accomplish in
terms of reordering the world for the good of the
greatest number.'®* With the incoming Taft ad-
ministration, although the basic principles of conser-
vation and multiple-use were firmly entrenched in the
Forest Service and in the public mind, their potential,
as seen by Pinchot, was not to be realized; and Pin-
chot found himself outside of government. At this

Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service

Gifford Pinchot of Pennsylvania coming up Pennsylvania Avenue in the Presidential
Inaugural Parade on March 4, 1925,

point historians writing texts on American history
lose track of Pinchot, and many of his associates in
the forestry profession expected him to return to the
fold.

In this transitional period, two influences made their
mark on Gifford Pinchot. They were to alter
significantly the meaning of conservation and of Gif-
ford Pinchot’s life. At the Governor’s Conference of
1908, amidst the many noted speakers, two in-
dividuals presenting two forces within the economic
system raised an issue that broadened the discussion
about conservation. Andrew Carnegie, in this talk on
protecting critical ores and metals from waste, spoke
about the need to conserve human resources, par-
ticularly from the dangers of extracting those ores
and metals.'”” Samuel Gompers, leader of the
American Federation of Labor, expanded on that
brief touch of concern by Carnegie, not widely
known for his reticence in exploiting both natural
and human resources. Gompers warned his listeners
that constant vigilance was necessary on behalf of the
welfare of the wealth-producing wage earners upon
whose material advancement depended the future of
the Republic. He called for the conservation of
natural resources and the energy of the laborer in the
spirit of stewardship that lay beneath the brother-
hood of man. Gompers cautioned the delegates that
the greatest form of waste was the immense numbers
of people unemployed through no fault of their own
or those people whose lives had been destroyed or
whose bodies had been maimed in industry and com-
merce by ignorance, incompetence, or greed. *“What
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is more the antithesis to the conservation of our
natural resources?’’ he asked. The labor leader ended
his statement by calling upon the world to follow the
example of those American leaders, ‘‘the rugged,
forceful, and intelligent manhood and womanhood
who breed and foster the aristocracy of heart and
mind.’”'® It is certain that Gifford Pinchot was aware
of these sentiments, and with the passage of time and
increased sensitivity they would reemerge in an ex-
panded definition of conservation.

In 1914, Gifford Pinchot at age 49, married Cornelia
Bryce. Cornelia met Gifford through her father’s ac-
quaintance with Theodore Roosevelt. With red hair
and a record of political activism, she was Gifford’s
equal in energy and interest in politics.'® Their part-
nership began with an unsuccessful race by Gifford
for the United States Senate seat from Pennsylvania
then held by Boies Penrose, powerful national
Republican boss. This attempt was the first of many
by Pinchot to return to national political position
and power. With the strong support of his wife, there
would be numerous campaigns in the years ahead.*

Before these campaigns could take place, the pro-
gressive reform movement of which conservation was
a part and the Pinchots’ marriage were overwhelmed
by the ““War to end all wars,”’ the First World War.
Despite the destruction of human and natural
resources during that conflict, Gifford was an en-
thusiastic supporter of America’s involvement in the
war. Cornelia Pinchot with a Quaker heritage had
been associated with the peace movement before
marriage. Although agreeing enthusiastically with
Gifford on many of the reforms he advocated, in-
cluding conservation, she did not share his positive
views about war. When asked about this difference,
she stated: ‘“Two minds don’t think as one; it would
be dreary if true.’’*

With the end of the hostilities, Gifford and Cornelia
returned to campaigning. In 1922, he was elected
Governor of Pennsylvania and she became first lady
of the state. By all estimates, G.P.’s concern about
forestry appeared to take second place to the broad
demands of governing a large and complex state. The
greatest accomplishment of the progressive governor
in the prosperous Twenties was an administrative
reorganization of state government in part so that
employment in it would be based on merit. This ef-
fort produced an admirable efficiency and cost
effectiveness.

In fact, the major conservation effort for the Pin-
chots in the Twenties came from their desire to con-
serve human resources. Gifford and Cornelia were
considered to be the most devoted national leaders in
the enforcement of prohibition.?* The argument that
Gifford Pinchot gave that motivated his effort to
r_nake the law work was the useless waste of human
life from the evils of alcohol: of families deprived of
Income and support, of the destruction of property,

Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service

Cornelia Bryce, daughter of journalist-politician Lloyd Bryce,
was introduced to Gifford Pinchot by Theodore Roosevelt,
who attended their wedding in Roslyn, Long Island, on
August 15, 1914, Both Gifford and Cornelia were active in the
Progressive (‘‘Bull Moose'') Party.

and the violence.** Despite the devotion and funds
expended, prohibition as a social experiment failed.
In his second term as governor, 1931-1935, Pinchot
would have to preside over the end of prohibition
and the initiation of the regulation of liquor sales by
the state.?*

Since constitutionally the governor could not succeed
himself, the Pinchots had to wait until 1930 for Gif-
ford to run again. By then the economic promise of
Pennsylvanian and Secretary of the Treasury, Andrew
Mellon, had turned into depression. The days of ad-
ministrative codes and balanced budgets gave way to
a time of increasing concerns for the unemployed and
those least able to survive the economic dislocations
of the Thirties.

Despite a narrow victory in 1930, the Pinchots
prepared to address the state’s deepening crisis.
While Gifford battled the still powerful Republican
machines and what he called selfish interests, and
kept an eye on the depression-inspired Democratic
Party, Cornelia used the opportunity to pursue the
causes that had meant much to her since the pro-
gressive period at the beginning of the century. One
of the most memorable and popular parts of the Pin-
chots’ campaign for the governorship in 1930 was
their pledge to get the farmers ‘‘out of the mud.”
Gifford had been associated with rural concerns since
he had served on T.R.’s Commission on Country
Life. He talked proudly of his annual meeting with
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the Grange. In turn the rural, often ‘‘dry,’’ areas of
the state gave Pinchot many of the votes in his cam-
paigns. The program to build all-weather, rural roads
which Pinchot continued throughout his second term
was a prime example of multiple-use which resulted
in the conservation of human resources. The roads,
constructed as cost effectively as possible, not only
connected the farmers to modern life and to a wider
market for their products, but provided life-saving
work and wages for the rapidly increasing numbers
of unemployed.?*

The election and inauguration of Franklin Roosevelt
in 1933 had the enthusiastic support of the Pinchots.
In assessing the changes that had taken place in the
early Thirties, Gifford concluded, ‘“The world will
never be again what it was when the depression
began. The many have come to a new sense of their
needs, their rights, and their power.'’?” He further
concluded, ‘“The Government of this country exists
for the protection and preservation of its people.”’?*
In his gubernatorial campaign in 1930, Pinchot had
promised a ‘‘new deal”” for the state of
Pennsylvania.*® Despite the fact that Gifford wanted
the 1932 Republican presidential nomination, he
praised FDR and his ‘““New Deal” within a year of
the Democrat’s inauguration: ‘‘He moves. He tries
first one thing and then another. I stand with FDR
because he destroyed the paralyzing hopelessness in
the country.’**?

Pinchot was most pleased with the passage by the
New Deal inspired U.S. Congress in early 1933 of the
act to create the national Civilian Conservation
Corps. It appealed to him first, because it followed
the multiple-use concept. Not only did the CCC do
actual conservation work, including building
facilities for recreation, flood control measures, and
soil conservation, often at the same site, but that con-
tributed in turn to the physical and mental health of
the participants. Secondly, Pinchot took pride in his
role in impressing Franklin Roosevelt years before in
the New York State Legislature with slides of China
which showed the devastating effects of soil erosion
from a lack of conservation of forest resources. Most
importantly, this act contributed to the conservation
of human resources, not only of the men who found
work and health but of their dependents who receiv-
ed a substantial portion of their wages. Pinchot had
earlier set up work relief camps in Pennsylvania
through the cooperation of several state agencies

under military coordination that were prototypes of
the CCC camps.?

The commitment to the conservation of human
resources deepened for the Pinchots as the depression
continued. It was based on past concerns, especially
by Cornelia Bryce, whose public activity increased as
the second governorship moved to a conclusion.
Hugh Johnson, National Recovery Act ad-
ministrator, after tangling with Mrs. Pinchot over
the policies of his office, asked the question in 1934,
““Who is Governor of Pennsylvania?’’*?

In the days before her marriage, Cornelia Bryce was
active in opposition to child labor and poor working
conditions for women. In the early 1930s, she gained
national prominence for a crusade against ‘‘sweat-
shops’” which her husband defined as ‘‘factories
which pay starvation wages and violate labor
laws.””** In particular, while serving as one of the
Governor’s representatives on a commission to in-
vestigate these employers, she marched on a picket
line at an Allentown textile mill with young women
called ‘‘Baby Strikers’’ by the newspapers. She ap-
peared on behalf of workers in the steel mills, in the
laundry, and hosiery businesses. In collaboration
with Charlotte Carr, the Governor’s Secretary of the
Department of Labor and Industry, Cornelia
pressured the National Red Cross and the national
government to investigate conditions in Pennsylvania
factories. The Governor concluded, *‘I think you’ll
agree that the strongest weapon [ had was Cornelia
Bryce Pinchot, whose work against the sweats is
known throughout the U.S... .she’s this ad-
ministration’s best contribution to the cause of
workers on farm or factory, mill or mine.”"**

As always, not only occupied with the present but
with the future, the Pinchots acted quickly when it
was discovered that malnutrition was causing
children to faint in school. As powerful supporters of
education as a means to a better society, the
Governor and Mrs. Pinchot set up a system of milk
stations to provide the resources to insure better
nutrition. They supervised personally the children’s
weigh-ins to make certain that the program was do-
ing the job.*

Although Democratic Governor George Earle,
elected in 1934, is credited with much of the social
legislation which because of similarities to FDR’s

For biographical information on Gifford Pinchot, see . ... ....

Martin L. Fausold, Gifford Pinchot: Bull Moose Progressive

(Syracuse, NY, 1961); M. Nelson McGeary, Gifford Pinchot: Forester-Politician (Princeton, NJ, 1960); Gifford Pinchot, Breaking
New Ground (New York, 1947), Pinchot's autobiography, which has also been published by the University of Washington Press
(Seattle, 1972) with an introduction by James Penick, Jr.; Harold T. Pinkett, Gifford Pinchot: Private and Public Forester (Ur-
bana, IL, 1970); and the article by James Penick, Jr. in Dictionary of American Biography: Supplement Four (New York, 1974).
Also see the following publications of the USDA Forest Service, Washington, DC, in conjunction with the Pinchot Institute for
Conservation Studies and Grey Towers National Historic Landmark in Milford, PA: Grey Towers National Historic Landmark:
Home of Gifford Pinchot (1985), Historic Structure Report: Grey Towers (1979), The Other Pinchots of Grey Towers (1978), and
Pinchot: The Man, the House, the Legacy (1978). A lecture on July 14, 1985 at Grey Towers by John Allen Gable, Adventure in
Reform: Gifford Pinchot, Amos Pinchot, Theodore Roosevelt and the Progressive Party, was published by the Grey Towers Press,

Milford, PA, in 1986.
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program was called the ““Little New Deal,”’ the Pin-
chots proposed and publicized many of the specific
elements in it. To protect the state’s valuable human
resources, the Governor proposed pensions for the
blind and aged, advocated expanded Workmen’s
Compensation, and unemployment compensation,
called for increased restrictions on child labor and
curbs on sweatshops through minimum wage and
maximum hour legislation. The Pinchots argued that
such programs made good sense because of the sav-
ings achieved by preventing the loss of human ability
and by reducing the cost of poorly administered
general public maintenance programs.’® Although
the Pinchots were not successful in seeing all of their
proposed legislation passed during their tenure, the
next administration put those programs and more in-
to effect.

At the end of the term, the Pinchots were determined
to remain active in politics in order to promote the
conservation of human as well as natural resources.
Gifford ran for the Republican nomination for
United States Senator in 1934. When rejected by the
Republican Party, he almost succeeded in receiving
the Democratic nomination. Again in 1938, he tried
for the Republican nomination for governor. But a
third term was not to be. Cornelia Pinchot ran
several times for the Republican nomination for U.S.
Congress from the Milford area around Grey
Towers, and also ran for nomination from the
Philadelphia area. Not victorious, she was pleased
with her showings against entrenched incumbents.*’
These defeats did not prevent the Pinchots from
voicing their opinions on the broad issues of the day
or advocating their own proposals.

Since they believed that Franklin Roosevelt’s New
Deal was what the people wanted and needed, except
in certain details, they pressed upon him their
ultimate proposal combining the conservation of
natural and human resources. Based on their ex-
periences from the initial progressive drive for con-
servation and on years of political activity, Gifford
Pinchot with strong support from his wife urged
FDR to call an international conference that would
develop a strategy for world peace based on
cooperative efforts among nations to conserve
human and natural resources. FDR received the plea
by noting that Pinchot was a ‘“wild man,’’ an in-
dividual who could not be controlled.**

In the early 1940’s, Gifford fought age and illness as
he had always battled those *‘interests’’ who opposed
what he believed was for the “‘public good.”” He
succumbed, however, in 1946 at the age of 81.*°

It is fitting that Cornelia Bryce Pinchot would be the
one to attend the post-war world conference in 1949,
supported by FDR’s successor, Harry Truman.
Sponsored by the United Nations on the subject of
conservation and utilization of resources, scientists
from around the world and numerous interested

Cornelia Bryce Pinchot (1881-1960) was active in politics and
social reform. The historian Louis Filler writes of Mrs. Pinchot
in the 1930s: “‘For a time she was, among women concerned with
social issues, second in visibility only to Eleanor Roosevelt, with
whom as a child she went to dancing school.”

observers were invited to share their collective
wisdom with no thought to policy making.*°

Trygvie Lie, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, set the tone for this first interdisciplinary,
international, scientific meeting. In his opening
remarks, he called upon the delegates to
‘. . . mobilize technical knowledge in support of one
of the high purposes of the Charter—to raise the
standards of living. This is one of the keys to peace.
For behind most wars stand the spectres of hunger
and want—effective warmongers of the past.” He
continued, ‘‘Floods, crop failures, and droughts
know no frontiers. Their effect cuts across national
boundary lines. No country has a monopoly of the
techniques in the sound use and conservation of
natural resources, and both industrial and non-
industrial countries can profit from the techniques
developed in different parts of the world.”” Lie con-
cluded with the hope that: *‘If we could really put
science and technology to fuller use in peace as we
did in war, I believe that no one could predict the
world population our resources could support or the
rise in the average standard of living that would be
possible.”*!

Instead of a sense of triumph at the vindication of
forty vears of effort, the results of the Conference
disappointed Cornelia Pinchot. The grounds for her
disannointment show clearly the course of Pro-
gressive thought by conservationist Gifford Pinchot
since the late nineteenth century. Speaking for herself
and for her late husband, her main criticism was that
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the participants spent too much time discussing the
narrowest technological grounds in relation to con-
servation. She called upon the conferees to regain her
late husband’s broader vision, ‘‘the conservation
ideal,” by saying, ‘‘Every true conservationist knows
that man himself is a natural resource, the basic
resource; that without man’s energy, the energy of
coal, of electricity, of oil, or atomic fission itself, is
inert and meaningless. To side-step the human and
political implications of conservation, to deal with it
exclusively in terms of materials, matter and
technical processes, is to take a long step backward
from where we stood a generation ago.”’**

Raphael Zon, who has been called one of Gifford
Pinchot’s best forestry proteges, concluded in an
article in 1946 that ‘‘Gifford Pinchot’s evolution has
been really remarkable.’”’** He noted the change of
his mentor from the narrow scientifically trained
forester to the broadly experienced advocate for
world peace. While Pinchot is often portrayed as the
activist rather than the thinker, ‘‘the Wildman’’ and
the publicizer, rather than the intellectual, he moved
beyond the limitations proposed for him by his field
of professional specialization to understand where
inspired leadership might take his state, nation, or
even the world. An unquestionable influence in this
evolution or development was Cornelia Bryce with
her sensitivity to the concerns of those who wanted
their share of the “‘public good.”” Despite these
sensitivities and the push by Pinchot to stretch the
boundaries of human accomplishment, the Great
Depression and a second World War were sobering
elements to any optimism that progressivism and
theories of scientific management at the beginning of
the century may have generated. It is to the credit of
the Pinchots that regardless of seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles, they continued to press for
solutions that would truly bring the greatest good for
the greatest number, not only at home but abroad.

At the conclusion of his autobiography, Gifford Pin-
chot wrote, “‘I believe, and I have made no secret of
my belief, that a good forester must also be a good
citizen. I have tried to be both, with what success, it
is not for me to say. But at least [ am not without ex-
perience.”’** In the period before the concept of
ecology became as current as conservation, before
Pennsylvanian Rachel Carson’s books carried under-
standing of the interrelationships within the environ-
ment a giant step farther, and before the serious
discussion of the ‘“‘quality of life’’ took place, Gif-
ford and Cornelia Pinchot fought to raise the con-
sciousness of mankind about its place in the world,
and its responsibilities. Their efforts were successful,
deserve the appreciation of their peers, and the
recognition of history.
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* % * * * * BOOK REVIEW * * * * *

Gore Udals Views m%

Gore Vidal, Empire, a novel, Random House, New York, NY 1987, 486 pp.
Reviewed by
Perry D. Floyd

Empire reminds me of a Chinese diplomat who,
when asked about Tuchman’s Stilwell and the
American Experience in China, used the word ‘‘un-
fortunate.” Although I thought he meant the book
was ‘‘unfortunate,”’ he meant the rancor between
Stilwell and Chiang Kai-shek was unfortunate. When
he suggested Stilwell’s ‘‘dark side’’ explained his en-
mity with Chiang, I asked whether Chiang had a

“dark side.” Could Chiang’s followers (capable of
worshlp, they deified a general during my lifetime)
have given him over to the transubstantiation
Brumidi had in mind when painting ‘‘The Apotheosis
of George Washington’’ in the Capitol dome? Such a
portrait does not come ‘‘warts and all.”’

Some of Gore Vidal’s portraits, like Brueghel’s, con-
tain mostly warts. Vidal cleverly painted a ‘‘dark
side’’ of Jefferson. My own (I hope enlightened)
guess (the best any of us can aspire to at this late
date) is that Jefferson deserves the result. But despite
Vidal’s insight, or lack of it, as the case may be,
regarding their Virginia predecessor in the White
House, his pen does not deliver Lincoln or T.R. to an
identical fate. Their portraits are much more com-
plex, indeed, sympathetic.

A reviewer of Gore Vidal’s Lincoln novel wrote that
he was pleased to find a Lincoln book that didn’t
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read as if the President was constantly attended by an
orchestra playing ‘‘The Battle Hymn of the
Republic.”” If limited to that (unfair, since Empire
also includes lengthy and compelling portraits of
McKinley, Bryan, Hearst, Adams, Hay, and others),
I’'m delighted to find another T.R. book that doesn’t
read as if he were constantly on the march with John
Philip Sousa.

Vidal’s protrayal of Roosevelt, like his Lincoln por-
trait three years ago, is of someone with much greater
complexity and depth than conventional appreciation
allows. Both are credited, I believe accurately, with a
much greater measure of pragmatic, calculating good
sense and will to power than some would admit.
Vidal: *“The President was both shrewd and watch-
ful,”” and, **. . . [Roosevelt] was the best the country
had to offer, and they were all in luck.”

But there are deficiencies in Vidal’s scholarship.
Whether master of deceit or conceit, the author’s dis-
claimer at the end of each book suggesting what is
true, what is not, what is invented, and what is in the
record is purposely, culpably, deceptive and mis-
leading. Vidal either does not recognize or will not
admit the extent of his inventions. At the conclusion
of Empire, he confesses to changing the hour of Del
Hay’s death and inventing a conversation between
Roosevelt and William Randolph Hearst. Otherwise,
Vidal claims he ‘‘keeps the historical figures to the
generally agreed-on facts.”

Where is Norman Mailer when you need him? And
where does Vidal get the idea Hay told Roosevelt that
Lincoln was shot from the front? Is this a reference
to Kennedy (see page 400 for another) by an author
enamored with conspiracy theory? In any case, it cer-
tainly disputes Vidal’s claim for veracity, as does his
confusion of Theodore with Franklin (pages 374-75).
The real keys to Vidal’s fiction may lie in one
character’s assertion that ‘‘fiction’s war with truth
was never-ending,”” and another’s suggestion:
“When in doubt, make something up.’’ Vidal clearly
takes this advice to heart.

With what result? History (or religion) teaches (with
one or two exceptions) that there are no perfect men.
Most of us give intellectual assent to the proposition
that Theodore Roosevelt was not one of them. At the
same time, it is clearly distressing to find a portrait of
T.R. accusing him, variously, of cheating at arm
wrestling, acting in pragmatic league with corrupt
political bosses, and not quite living up to his reputa-
tion as advocate and practitioner of the strenuous
life.

But despite deceitful lapses into what Vidal must
recognize as out-and-out lies (appropriate criticism
for fiction?), his portraits of Lincoln and Burr, like
Parson Weems’ portrait of Washington, were onto
something that previously eluded almost everyone

else. Now that Vidal has included McKinley, Bryan,
Hearst, Adams, James, Hanna, Hay, and Roosevelt
in his historical panorama, the result is similar.
Despite all shortcomings, Vidal may have captured
these characters in a way that hasn’t been done by
previous authors, as simultaneously false and true as
Parson Weems’ parable of the cherry tree.

Vidal has recreated Roosevelt as he recreated Lincoln
and Burr, bringing T.R. alive for people who may
not tolerate a three-volume biography (however
magnificent) and in a way that makes the President
ultimately interesting, attractive, and appealing.
Vidal’s imaginative and mischievous attributes make
Roosevelt (and McKinley, Hay, and several others
for that matter) endearing, plausible, real. They in-
troduce a Theodore Roosevelt one wants to know
better.

In the final analysis, Empire is about none of the
people, not even Roosevelt, who appear in its pages;
it is about the influence of the press on contemporary
society. Vidal’s own electoral bitterness may be
mirrored in Hearst’s concluding hostility to respect-
able society in general, and Roosevelt in particular.
In a final confrontation with Roosevelt, Hearst takes
the words right out of Vidal’s mouth: ““The author’s
always safe. It’s his characters who better watch
out.”’ This is particularly true when the author is the
Joe McCarthy of contemporary fiction.

Empire is not a book for believers in ‘“The
Apotheosis of Theodore Roosevelt.”” Like the
diplomat’s memory of Stilwell, they will conclude
that the book, as well as Vidal’s portrayal of
Roosevelt, is unfortunate, But altogether, Roosevelt
comes off quite well. Vidal is unable, even ficti-
tiously, to show T.R. guilty of anything suggested by
rumor, insinuation, and inuendo. After unsuc-
cessfully probing for T.R.’s clay feet, Vidal, along
with everyone else, is forced to acknowledge the
ultimate verdict of history: Roosevelt triumphs.

T.R. can hold his own against illegitimate detraction.
His legacy stands in his words, accomplishments, and
ideals. We can depend on Professor Harbaugh,
Edmund Morris, and John Gable to provide the
scholarship and insight necessary to understand
Roosevelt’s life and historical context. But the
biographical and scholarly quest of the historical
Roosevelt can always be supplemented, from time to
time, with a view as amusing, imaginative, and mis-
chievous as Gore Vidal’s in Empire.

Note: Mr. Perry D. Floyd is a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Theodore Roosevelt
Association. He resides in Falls Church, Virginia.
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Jessica Kraft

..... The passing of Jessica (Mrs. Harold R.)
Kraft on August 25, 1987 marks the end of an impor-
tant and meaningful chapter in the history of the
Theodore Roosevelt Association. At the time of her
death, Jessica Kraft, it can be said, was the heart of
the Theodore Roosevelt Association. She was one of
the most dedicated, competent, hard-working, and
productive leaders in the long history of the Associa-
tion. She was personal secretary to Mrs. Theodore
Roosevelt; and after Mrs. Roosevelt’s death, Mrs.
Kraft became the first Curator of Sagamore Hill in
1953, a position she held under the TRA and then the
National Park Service until 1974, Mrs. Kraft was
Assistant Treasurer and then Treasurer of the TRA,
a Trustee, and a member of the Executive Committee
of the Association. She had been employed by the
Association for some 34 years in various capacities.
Mrs. Kraft was the Treasurer of the USS Theodore
Roosevelt (CVN-71) Commissioning Committee of
the TRA in 1986, and was one of those chiefly
responsible for the reconstruction of the Derby-Hall
Memorial Bandstand in Oyster Bay, NY, in 1980.
She was active in many organizations, including the
Oyster Bay Historical Society, Order of the Eastern
Star, Daughters of the American Revolution, and
Oyster Bay Visiting Nurse Association, and was a
member of the Town of Oyster Bay Bicentennial
Commission. She was the widow of Harold R. Kraft,
who died in 1985, and she is survived by three
daughters, Barbara Comstock, Secretary of the
TRA, who lives in Laurel Hollow, Long Island, Jane
Mills of Port Jefferson Station, Long Island, and
Edith Wagner of Lake Havasu City, Arizona; two
brothers, Albert Van Ausdall of Ocala, Florida, and
John Maclnnis of Oyster Bay; six grandchildren; and
five great-grandchildren. She was born Jessica Van
Ausdall in Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island,
January 2, 1909. A memorial service for Mrs. Kraft
was held at Christ Church, Oyster Bay, the church
attended for many years by the Krafts and the
Roosevelts, on August 29, 1987. ..... The next
issue of the Journal will include a detailed account of
Mrs. Kraft's life and work, and this issue is dedicated
to her memory. ..... Mrs. Kraft's family re-
quests that contributions in her memory be made to
the American Cancer Society or the Theodore
Roosevelt Association. . .... Jessica Kraft was
active and vital to the end. She lived a long and full
life. She will be profoundly missed by all who knew
her.

* * * * * £l * * " £l * * *

The Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation

..... All members of the Theodore Roosevelt
Association know of the work of Harold and Sheila
Schafer in restoring and maintaining the town of
Medora, North Dakota, where TR was a rancher in
the 1880s. Mr. & Mrs. Schafer received the TRA’s

Theodore Roosevelt Distinguished Service Medal in
1983 for their work with Medora and other charitable
endeavors. Harold Schafer was the founder, presi-
dent, and chairman of the board of the Gold Seal
Company, manufacturers of household products, a
firm which he sold last year. Gold Seal had run the
Medora operation. Now Harold and Sheila Schafer
and their family and friends have established a new
““Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation,’’ a non-
profit organization, to take over the Medora
facilities, which include museums, motels,
restaurants, shops, and an outdoor theatre. ‘‘Medora
will be there long after my family. Medora will
belong to all the people,’” Harold Schafer said, in ex-
plaining the reason for the new foundation.
..... Members of the Theodore Roosevelt Associa-
tion visited Medora, August 22-26, 1987, and two
days of joint meetings of the TRA and TR Medora
Foundation took place. Mr. P. James Roosevelt,
former President of the TRA, represents the Associa-
tion as a member of the board of the new TR Medora
Foundation. Also present for the joint meetings were
Mrs. Barbara Brandt, Curator of the Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site in
Buffalo, New York, and members of the TRA Ex-
ecutive Committee and TRA Board of Trustees. The
TRA visitors were greeted in Medora by Governor
George Sinner of North Dakota. TRA Executive
Director John A. Gable presented the TR Medora
Foundation with a carved hunting horn, com-
memorating a hunting trip of President Roosevelt’s
in 1907, and a photograph of TR, personally in-
scribed by TR in 1913. Also presented was an original
contract of TR’s with G.P. Putnam for one of his
Western books to National Park Service Super-
intendent C. Mack Shaver for the collections of the
Theodore Roosevelt National Park in Medora. The
TR Medora Foundation will work in support of the
TR National Park, one of the five National Park Ser-
vice sites dedicated to the twenty-sixth President.
..... The TRA visited Medora on previous trips in
1979 and 1983.

* * * * * ¥ * % * * * * *

““Teddy and Alice"”’

..... “Teddy and Alice,”’ a new musical about life
in the White House with Theodore Roosevelt and his
daughter Alice, will open for previews in the Min-
skoff Theatre, West 45th Street, New York City, on
October 31, 1987. The official opening date is
November 8. The musical has previously been per-
formed in Tampa and Baltimore. The music is by
John Philip Sousa, with new lyrics by Hal Hackaday,
and some additional songs, in the Sousa style, by
Richard Kapp. The book is by Jerome Alden, author
of the play “‘Bully,”” which in 1977 starred James
Whitmore. Len Cariou, who won a Tony for his per-
formance in ‘‘Sweeney Todd,”’ stars in ‘‘Teddy and
Alice’’ as President Roosevelt. Newcomer Nancy
Hume plays Alice Roosevelt Longworth. Hinks
Shimberg is the producer and Donald Pippin the
director of the new show. . .. ..
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Grey Towers, USDA Forest Service
“Grey Towers,"” the Pinchot family home in Milford, Pennsylvania, was designed by Richard Morris Hunt and built in 1885. Grey Towers is now owned by the Forest Service, and is

open to the public as a museum. Grey Towers is located on U.S. Route 6, two miles east of Exit 10 on I-84, in the Pocono mountains of northeastern Pennsylvania. The mansion com-
mands a magnificent view of Milford and the Delaware River Valley.
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THE THEODORE ROOSEVELT ASSOCIATION —
MAINTAINING THE MEMORY FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

e Founded in January, 1919, by Roosevelt's friends and
followers a few days after TR's death, and formally
chartered by Act of Congress, May 31, 1920.

® Reconstructed Theodore Roosevelt's birthplace, brown-
stone house at 28 E. 20th Street, New York City;
opened to the public October 27, 1923.

® Assembled TR Presidential collection of over 12,000
books and pamphlets, 3,500 cartoons, 10,000 photo-
graphs. thousands of letters, manuscripts, and other
materials, presented to Harvard as the “Theodore
Roosevelt Collection™ in 1943. Currently maintains
purchase fund for new additions to Collection.

® Assembled collection of. motion pictures on TR's life
and times, over 20 hours of film, and presented to

Library of Congress.

® Purchased what was then Analostan Island in the
Potomac in Washington, D.C. for $364,000, and pre-
sented to Federal Government as “Theodore Roosevelt
Island” in 1932.

® Publishes books, including Memorial and National
Editions of the Works of Theodore Roosevelt (1923-
1926), TR Cyclopedia (1941), and TR: Champion of
the Strenuous Life (1958).

® Subsidized research and publication of The Letters of
Theodore Roosevelt (8 volumes, 1951-1954).

® Purchased and restored TR's home, Sagamore Hill,
Oyster Bay, New York; opened to the public on June
14, 1953.

Donated both TR Birthplace and Sagamore Hill to
National Park Service in 1962, together with a special
endowment of $500,000 for support of these sites.
Established Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Fund at
American Museum of Natural History in 1960 for
annual grants in field research in North American
ecology and natural history; provides continuing funds
for these annual grants.

Publishes quarterly Jowrnal, which was established
in 1975.

Provides grants for support of Theodore Roosevelt Bird
Sanctuary, Oyster Bay, New York.

Provides support to maintain TR's grave site in Youngs
Memorial Cemetery, Oyster Bay, New York.
Sponsors student contests and awards.

Sponsors award to policemen who have overcome
handicaps and rendered outstanding service.

Works in cooperation with National Park Service to
support TR Birthplace, Sagamore Hill, TR Island, TR
Inaugural Site in Buffalo, New York, and TR National
Park in Medora, North Dakota.

Gives Theodore Roosevelt Distinguished Service Medal
to men and women who have rendered outstanding
service in the fields in which TR worked. 115 Medals
awarded since 1923 to such Americans as Charles A.
Lindbergh, Helen Keiler, Irving Berlin, and Alan B.
Shepard.

Provides research and information to writers, historians,
the media, school children, and the general public.

You are invited to join the Theodore Roosevelt Association!
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GIFFORD PLICHOT

First Chief Forester, U. S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, born
Simsbury, Conn,, August 11, 1865. Son of Jemes W, and Mary P. Pinchot.
Wife: Cornelia Elizabeth Bryce; one son, Gifford Bryce.

1389 - A. B. degree, Yale. Studied forestry France, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland.

1889 - first practicing profussional forester in Americe, began initial
systematic forest work in U, 8. on G.W. Venderbilt e¢stete, Biltmore, M. C.,
near Asheville. ‘

1896 - at age of 31, was named member of Netional Forest Commission of the
Hutionul Academy of Scicnces. Commission was sssigned task of originating
nutional policy on forestry and to recommend same to Federal Government.
Pinchot's work on commission resulted in laying foundation for much of
Nation's present forest poliey.

1898 -~ President MeKinley appointed Pinchot as Chief of Division of Forestry
(in 1202 Bureau of Forestry).

1902 - made personsl inspection of forest resources of Philippine Islands and
recommended forest policy for seme to President Theodore Roosevelt which
led to establishment of the Philippine Forest Service.

1903-36 - professor of forestry, Yele; omeritus since.

1905 - beceme Chief Forester of U, S, FOREST SERVICE when the Service was
anetnblished with the transfer of the Forest Reserves (later known as
Mutional Forests) from Department of Interior to Department of Agriculture.
43 million teres came under administration; by 1945 National Forests had
increased to 178 million acres.

»

1907-08 - developed the theory of CONSERVATION of Natural Resources und
President Theodore Koosevelt sccepted same as the major theme of his
ddministration,

1908 - Chairman National Conservation Cormission.

1908 - Suggested first Conference of Governors; appointed Chairman of Joint
Committee on Conservation at Governors! Confarence.

1909 -~ Originated plans for first North Americen Conference on Conservation
and delivered invitations in person in beholf of President Thsodore
Rooscvelt to the Canadian and Mexicun governments.,

1910 - Controversy over public land policics in relation to Alasks coal lands
between Pinchot sund Secretary of Interior Richard A. Ballinger resulted in
Pinchot's dismissel by Fresident Taft; later, Congressional hearing in which
Pinchot and his rideos were represented by Attorncy Louis D. Brundeis (late
Supreme Court justice), rusulted in new legislotion strengthening Govern-
ment's authority over public lands.
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1210 - elected President of National Conservaetion Associaticn-and held post
until 1925,

1914-15 - served on Commission for Relief in Belgium.
1517-19 - Member'U. S. Food Administration.

1920-22 - Commissioner of Forestry, Pennsylvania.

1922 - Napotiated settlement of anthracite coel strike.
1923-27 = 1951-35 - Governor of Pennsylvanie (2 terms)

1940 - Awarded Sir William Schlich Forestry Medal by the Society of American
Foresters; svcond American to win distinguished honor, Franklin D. Roosevelt
being the first in 1934,

1942-43 - at age of 78, promoted development of life-saving technique and
fishing. equipment for sailors and aviators adrift on the oceans as the
result of enumy action.
Gresking bow Graand o
1945 - completed,book on his rols of development of forestry and conservation
in America, covering period from 188$-1810. &ﬁph@dﬁl&d~£0:-puhlicaticn-aooﬁl}

Written works includs: "Biltmore Forest"; "The Vhite Pine," (with H. S.
Gruves); "Timber Trees and Feraests of lorth Casrcolina," (with W. W.Ashe);
"Primer of Forestry™ (Part I and II); 'The Fight for Conservation"; "The
Training of & Forester"; "Six Thousand fountry Churches," (with C. 0. Gill);

- . . ™ ¥ . at 0
"To The South Seasy" end "Just Fizhing ;&1£j'a~JJ BftnklhE'Wﬂh gy.h»J‘”

A founder and now & Fellew of Soviety of Amcrican Foresters (1900); member
of Royal English Arboricul tural 3ocicty; Amerigan Museum of Natural History;
Washington Academy of Sciences; Pannsylvanie Academy of Sciences, and the

Americen Academy of' Politieul and Social Sciences.

Honornry degreest Yale, Princeton, Michigan Agricultural Ccllege, MeGill
University, Pennsylvania Militery College and Temple University.

Home: Milford, Pike County, Pennsylvania.
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ADDRESS OF GIFFORD PINCEOT BEFOR2 THE FAIRMOUNT PARX
AR? ABSOCIATION AT LUNCHEON, BELLEYUE-STRAZFCRD, 12,30
P. M., THIRSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1920.

One o . ﬁi.ml obstasles to Imman progresa lles
in the mi isges Which arise between greas groups of people.
The wage mumu the farmer because he fails to grasp the
farmer's prodlems.. m capitalist condemns the wage earmer because
he cannot realize the diffieculties and dangers whioh maxe up the
daily life of the men and womem who work with their bhands. Yat
they are all mambers ons of amother, and in the long run the pros-
perity of one is impossible without the reasonadle prosperity of all.

City people are many times unable to understand their owmn
relation to the predlems of the man who lives in the open ccuntry.
The sonsumer of f00d often persuadas himss]f intoc hostility to the
producer. The man who Rever sees a natural reaource, except in its
mufagtured form, finds it alucat impossible to eoncelve of the
extent of his dependsnce upon matursl resaources for every thing on
the material side that maxes life worth living.

¥ood 1s the most unlversal of materials. What our clvil-
isation would be without it we cannot imagine or predict. To the
averags clity dweller, like the other products of the soll, the waters,
and the mine, it 1s something to be dought at ths shop, yard, or
marxet where it is sold, to be pald for at a price bayond its actual
worth; and when more is nsedesd, more is to be had in the samne way.

If that were the whole story of the forest, we =might well
and wisely let foreatry go bang. Unfortunately, it 1s not even the
first part of the bdeglaning of the story, which reashes, before all
is told, into every sphere of uman activity and affeots directly,
strongly, aad intimately every human being in the world.

Assuming that my statement at least approashes thes trutl,
does any corrective to eity indifference toward the foreat and its
preservation by wise use lle within the province of your assoolation?
I believe we can anawer "yes"™.

Would 1t not be posaible, without injury to ths beauty of
Falrmount Park, with no decreass in its usefulness as a pudlic re-
creation ground, to let it tell some part of the story of the forest
to the tens of thousands of City dwellers for whom it is the nearest
approach to the great outdoors?

But if you are to oreate an interest in the trees, it is
not enough to nams tham. latin namnes are moaningless to the average
man. They repel rather than attraot the ordinary visitor. But a
descriptive ladel giving the usss we maxe of the tree (and those the
inaians made before us) its value for planting and shade, the amount
cut yearly, how fast it is disappearing, and any interesting items
as to its insect or animal inhabitasta, eto. would prodadly be read,
ard if read, at least in part remembered.
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Sound methods of pruning could be illustrated, and attentlon
could be called to the fact that bad pruning is responsibla for more
uscay 1a street and parx trees than 311 other eausas comdinad.

Cases of disesss and decsay already in existence o0a individua)
trass could bs polnted out, descrived, anl when the remedles ware sinaply
aci easlly applied they might well be mentioned,

Cases of wind dreax, ice divape, etc. would ulss have thsir
interest if they wers used t> 1llustrats the fact that tha forest iz u
living soclety of 1living belngs, # th many of the charactsristle qual-
icles of socletlies of men.

Intelligently constructed da2agriptiva sizns mirut noint out
tiis value of a foreat eovared slope aas contrasted alth 3 bora slope
in the violnity, in their relativa effoct on water supply. IThis would
b2 pecullarly important with regari to the fact that Philadelphic must
33un 2o to the deforeated nllls of “hiladslphia and doarora Countiea for
its water supply.

ObJect 1ea3ons in certuii: acpartrents of forestry would o
o237 to provids, as for exumpls mreaery practlse, and forest plani-
atlons of different kinas of trees. lllustreting right method of
olanting, aseclng, eto.

Leacriptiva algns showing how forests g cuuld ®e put with
graat advaniopge omng stards of yourpg, middie-aged, and old tra
sttocticn mizht be clrected to the fast that trees congete with guch
2ther £3r light, molsture, and ross, and that thelr weu»ons agalnst
e@azn otker consist largely ino tae relatlve rapldity o2 thelr zrowth

iz reight and soread.

How a tree grows could %2 illuatrated dy tha growth in aarual
‘rirgs snd at the ends of bdbranches, and by the fact, B0 gonerally ig-
nored, that & nall driven into a tress six feet from the zround wlll
resain at that distance and no othar unlsas the level of ths groand
is shifted. The feedlng, digestion, and breathing of trees and the
clrculation of the sap cJuld be sixply explained.

Tha differsnce betwssn ssedlings and szrouts might be shoom,
and how t0 cut a aprout faorast 80 as to gat a gecord crop.

In an ocax stard, a descriptive sign might 8how how the acar
sprouta, and how the young oax progreases, with almllar sligna for
other trees.

How to bulld camp fires 80 33 to prevent thelr spread migit
be illustrated by a practical exxuple, with an adjacent sign telling
why such ocsution is worth whilse.

1 believe, but I express my belief sadjaot to the correction
of you who know far better than I, that all this could bs accom,lished
with no seriocus interferenca with the beauty of the party, but to ike
immense increase of its attractiveness to visitors.

-2
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The heart of the whole plan would be in the character of
the signs employed. These should bts written in the simplest and
nost direct langmage, with absolute avoldanos of Latin names, tech-
nigal terms, and long words, and m2ay of the asigns ehould be plani-
ifully illuatrated. 3Suoh aigms couvld, I think, bs colored in such
shadea 0f gresn and brown as to tone in perfectly with their surround-
ings, and if & white surface were rajuired as the dbasis for illus-
trationa, space for it could be fousd oun ths tddz out of sight cf
passsra-by. The reasons wny the pajple of our gltlss shomld havs
the largest prasticable underatandiag of forest quastions aras ovor-
whelming. Some of them &re as follayw3:

Forest flres huve mads a i1essrt in Pennsylvanls largsr than
the whole state of New Jersoy. Oms slxth of the area of our stata is
a waste, 0f practically no benelit 1o tha raople of Pemnsylvania, and
gutting woraa instead of better.

Six mlillion acres in Penziyivanla ars too rough anl rocky
for tha plough. They ara fit to gri: rothizgz bat trens, azd muat
either grow trees or grow nothing 07 =ny u33. Ian fuct, thay are pro-
ducing prastically rothinz, for the 7.73¢ co3e agals and azin, xilling
aach raw growth of little troea vpafv oy tio. zdn roazh marchantadle sizs.
Ona millioa z2eres of this ruugh Lo 's Jmnad 97 the Siate, urd Boxme
n=aswagr Mz Mesr wads fn vesrlrg Siper ovr e TR ?iya militorn acraa
aro crivataly owned, sac the firas are riaizieg even what triflinz value
it still ras left.

4

Thig is the Poansylvanla D2sert. It covers one alxth gart of

sar 3tata. It is producing a fo7 hodp polas, & fev ties, & littla cord

4304, 4nd a cent or two per acrs ia taxes, whan it might, if tho fires
nal be=n xept out, be producing in taxsza without bardahlis t) the =nars
almost as zany dollars us it nry priiuces cants, arnd in ailiitlon vast
Bt0rea of lusmber ard wodd for thse ts? of our paonle.

Zleven years agd fsnn3ylvania was cuttizg as =uch wocd
and lumbar as our people con3umed. Today 1t is cutting leas than
ona third, and we are cutting thrza tines as much as we xrovw.
Until we permit our mountaina t) reforest thamselves Ly stogpling
in3 fires, we must lxzjori tau Lhirls now (and f3ar more latsr) of
all w3 usa, and get it from stesdily lnoreasirng dlstanca: at
steadlly increasing oxcense.

The Pecnaylvania Desart is coasting owr preojsle twlce as
mi3h as it coets to run the Govarnnent of tha Stata. Tha 3tate
taxes every yesr amount to but hilf ths burdesn forest d=atrucilon
lays annually on the shouidsrs 0 sur people.



%

e

i

ra

It works out likxe this. We use in Pennsylvania about
2,500,000,000 fest of lumber eagokh year. We might grow nearly all
of it at home, on what is now the Pemnsylvnia Desert. But we let
the fires run instead, So we paid for freight on lumber brought
into the State in 1918 adout $25,000,000. fThis freight bill grows,
and will soon exseed $40,000,000 per year. e certalnly paid
ancther $25,000,000 for the 1,700,000,000 feet of lumber imported
apart from the freight., Then the State Department of rorestry
estimates offioially that the loss of wages due t0 forest destructiom
and the oloalng or removal of wood working industries is
20,000,000 more. Then there is the loss from floods, the lecss
to the business men of the State, the loas of populatian driven to
other states to find employment in lumbering, the loss of rlsh and
gaae, the loss of summer resort business, and other losses, shich
oombined we may very eomservatively place at 15,000,000 a ysar.

The direct damage from fire is the amllest of all - probadly less
than half a milliom - becauss outailde of farmars' woodlots thers
is so 1ittle valmpble timber left to burnm,

Taxing it all together, we are well within the truth in
estimatirz that the Permsylvania Dessrt keeps cut of the pockets
of our people, and puts into thelr cost of living, not lesa than
$80,000,000 every year, or about twice 4a much as the yearly cost
of our 3tate Government, and doubtless three timese the cost of
buylng the Pennsylvania Desert.

The million asres of State forests we have now cost us
abmt §2.28 per acre. If we adua to all thay cost every cent spent
thus far for forestry by the State, we find that the Jtate Forests
are warth today in cash at least ;2,500,000 more than they have
co8t us. And they have Vegun to produce lumter for our people besldes,
The Pernsylvanis Cesert ought tu be bought by the Jtate, for thkat

: ,_\is the only sure way to mexe it productive.

= To offset the Pemnsylvania Lesart, the 3tate has aspecirically
appropriated for forest fire protection, during the last six years,
less than §$30,000 per year for the entire rforest arda of ths Stata, or
less than a quarter of @ cent per acro, in an ineffestive effort

to stop this gigantio loss. It has been likxe trylng to put out a
burning tallding with water in a spoom.

Xot even the million acres of forest in the hands of the
conmon wealth are under such ¢sre as to secure thelr perpetuatiom,

The Pennsylvania Jtate ioreats are not safe in the hunds
of the Deyartzent 0f Forestry a3 &t preseat organlszed, £ aale of the
lust large body of Northern hardwoous in the possession of the Stats,
and probacly ths largest within 1ts boundarles under any wnership,
was only prevented at the last moment by mewbers of the rorest
Commission, who belleve that the State's money should be used to
protect and not todestroy the 3tate Forests.



This trast of a thousand asres, staanding in t
of square miles of adsolute desolatiom originatsd by
Aarmful than this sale womld have eallel for, skould
the most precicus possessioms of the State, Thare is ‘mothing to eelprn
with it in Penasylvania,

Openings msde by the earlier lumbering have gromm up, tha old
stun.s and fallem logs are covered with mias, and the sh8le effect
is that of & cdense, righ and most beautiful primeval forest. 1‘ it
2ad not been stopped this somtract would have rulned this unique
valnable forest for a price amd under conditions of cuﬂiu uttor
unjust to the Jtate.

‘5' '
-y

The present hsud of the Departwenmt has beea in ﬁl Badig af nnklng
timber sales on the 3tate Forests c atrary to law wltimt the mathority
of the Forest Commission,and undsr these sales the State Forests are
now being devastated by destructive lumbering under the name of forestry.

The ocontrolling officials of the Department prastically naver
g0 into the woods and Emow nothing of what is happening there. 1The
State Forests are commonly left 1¢- m:Oy years in sauccesaion without
inspaction from anmy of the Harrist.r. officlals. A3 a azse of abamtee
landlordism, 80 far as =y experleuce g0as, this negleet is without a
yarallel umong “epartrents of forestiry.

The Pennsylvanla lepartnent of ¥rorestry ls the most ineffielient
body of its kind within my krowledge. it has never made an effort to uss
the m>at power;ul wsapon against forest flres ever ,u% into the hands
Of a Forest Dejartment in the United States = the law of June 3, 1919,

Thls law provides a fine of ome Iundred dollare & day for sxny
Aan who refuses to comply with the lepurtxeat's direciions a3 to keeping
his forestland reascoabdly safe against fire. Effisifat adainistration
of tais law wuld almost stamp out forest fire in Pengdylvania.

Under the preseat management Of the _epartaemt, forestry has beea
discussad but not praotiged. T™he only hope lias in » complete
reorginization of the Department and the aubstitutios of a tralned prastical
forester for tha oressmt incompetent head.




nea W UNITED STATES DEPARTIENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forsst Service

‘lashington, October 10, 1946

Forest Service Pays Tribute te Its First Chief:

Members ¢. the U. S8, Forest Servicc are saddencd by the death of Gifford
Pinchot, their first chief, the present Forest Serwice chief, Lyle F, Watts,
said teday.

Recently returned “rom the meeting of the United Nations Food and Agri-
culture Organization in Copenhagen, where he served as a member of the Advisory
Committee on Forestry, Mr. llatts paid tribute to the memory of'America!s greatest

conservationist, who disd last Friday at the age of 81,

"Gifford Pinchot laid the foundations for the conservation movement in
America," Mr., Vatts said. "He was the founder of the profession of forestry in

this country, AS first chief of the Forcst Service, he set up the basic princi-~

ples under which it has functioned. UVhen he began his lifelong crusade for

forestry, the idea of monaging forests for continuous production had scarcely

been thought of in the United States, His pioncering work wos responsible for

much of the progress toward sound forestry practice that hns been made, both on

public and privete lands, in the last half ccntury.

ccasion of the 40th anniversary of thc Forest

"A year ago, speaking on the o

Servicels cstablishment, Pinchot said: 1I heve Jeen & Governor cvery now ond

then, but I am o forester all the time — have been, ond shall be, to my dying

rs of his death, he had been

-~ Fal

day.! And that was iiterally true. ‘Athin & fou

working on = revised forest monagement plan for his hone place in piilford,”
Pennsylvania,

"The principle of developing all resources on forest lands, ond their wise

pls, to vhich his dynamie lecadership gave the

o T Ta =~ "
of all ths pooy

cr

use for the benefi
first great impctus, guides the Forust Service todar, and rdll continue te guide
it in the future."

2103 o=t e USD:. 2239-46
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Tributes to "G, P." /
"Svery true consvrvationist
death last week ended a life

her

eeply mourns “he loss of Gifford Pinchot, whose
long * erusade ifor forestry. It was Gifford Piachet,
men, who brought the very word 'eomservetion' info

Bl

indeed, more than any ot

the everyday Amcrican voecsbulary, and the idsal of socund management and wise
use of our natural resources into cur netional thinking, He put the publie
interest first., Under his lecdership the foundations of our national forest
system were laid -- the first great step in Amorica's conssrvetion moversnt.
He established the gulﬂﬂhg principles of admirnistration in the public interast
under which the nctional forests serve the welfaure of our people teday. e

also was a staunch advocate of strong measures to protect public valuss iz the
timber resource in private owmership, It ean bs truly said that much of tkis
country's total accomplishment in forest menagement, public and private, stems
directly from the pioneser werk of Finchot and his early-day foresters, As %he
outstanding leader in the rise of the conservation mcvbment -- a movement which
mey well determine our ccun+ry's fubure destiny -=- Gifferd Pinchet will rank

among America's great men,'
- Seeretary of Agriculturz, Clinton P. Andorson

"Members of the U, S. Forest Servize are saddened by the death of Gifford
Pinchot, their first chief,

"Gifferd Pinchot laid the fourdations for th: conservaetion movement in
America, He wps the fcunder of the professicn of forsstry in this country,
As first chisf of the Forest Ssrvice, he set up the basic principles und.r
which it has functicned. When he begon his lifelong crusade for fcrsstry,
the idea of managing forasts for continucus production had scarcely bezn
thought of in the United Stntes. His pioreering work was responsible for
much of the progress toward sound forestry practicu that has bsen made, both
on public and private lends, in the last half century. The principle of
developing all ‘resources on forest lands, and their wiss use for the Lenclit
of all the people, tc whizh his dynomic leadership gave the first great
impetus, guides the Forest Sc¢rvice teday, and will continue to guide it in

the future."
Lyle F, Wetts, Chief, Forest Service

"Gifford Pinchot, dead st 21, was ¢ man of parts, but the attridbute which

is renembered in the chbituary notisses was his woric s a buresucrat. It was
as the l2-year head of the Bureau of Forustry that he came to renown. Iere
he made the Thecdorsz litcsevelt regime in particular famous for conservation.
He had, of course, the good fortune to be on intimate terms with the
President, so that he was able %o cormunicate his own zeal to 7. B. But,
irrespective of kis relcsion tc the White House, Fiuchot would have made his
veice heard ageinst the depredations cof the plunderbund. Under his suspice
our neticnal heritage came to be regarded as 2 ssersd trust, He “1nded on the
torech to his successcrs, but none cf tlem has had his sense of dedicatio
though the state of our rivers alone czlls for another Pinchot to keep oh
reminding us of our obligations to fiture generations of Americans,

"It cught to be some comfort to bureaucrats that a buresucrat, if he doeos
his duty as Pinchet did, will be remerbersd eof his fellows and of histn I¥esass
No matter how much mud mey be thrown at bureaucrats, they remain at works,
cften at most irnadaquute salaries, and the Américen psople is ths beneficilary.
Cifford Pinchot will heve a high place in this seleoct company, Tress in our
national forests bear his name, and the sntire country his imprint."

- Bciterinl from THE WASHIFKGION PCST of QOctober 8
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saving the House of David from dissolution at its seven menitwres. 1wy ;L Ry TOORrT

this tinwe, after an initisl court ruling order-
ing Jdissuiution wu< reversed Ly the state supreme
eourt. Meauwhile, after the death of Benja-
min Puruel! the ITnuse of David was split into
two factious, the founder's widow, Alary Pur-
nell, swithdrawing with a gronp from the parent
colony.  Dewhirst became titular head of the
Mouse of David i 1927 and remained as its leader
until bis death. To inerease the prosperity of the
colony Lie Iocated a gold mine in New Mexico in
1933: built Grande Visra, o large motor court and
tourist center near St. Joseph, Mich., in 1933, and
hought o forty-five room roadside inn at MeAllen,
Tex., in 1844 Hix first large commereial enter-
prise, iowever, was, the erection of a eold storage
plant at the fruit market in Benton HMarbor in
1837, The eolony also built and operated anm
amunsement park and organized o haseball team,
several large farms, automobile sales agencies,
dance orchestris, serviee stations and green-
houses.  Ile wuas a member of the American,
Alivhigan. California and Berrien County bar as-
sociarions and belonged to the B..0.E. His hob-
bies were gardening and the collection of mineral
specimens.  Dewhirst wus married in Olney, IIL,
May 26, 1996, to Cliristmas, daughter of Philander
Goulid of Edward Counry, I, & farmer. and had
two sous: Robert and Thomas Dewhirst. His
death ocvurred in Bentou Harbor, Oct. 5, 1947,
PINCHOT, Gifford, governor of Pennsylvania
(1923-27, 1931-351, was boru in Simshury, Conn,,
Aug. 11, ]Se?E. son of James and Mary (Eno) Pin-
chot. His grandfather, Cyvril Constantine Desire
Pinchot. a native of Bretenil, France, and a sol-
dier in Napoleon's aurmy, ¢came to this country in
1813 and bhecume a merchaut in Milford, Pa.
Jawmes Pinchor. his father, was o New York eity
merehant, o memhber of the executive committee
that had eliarge of the ereetion of the Statue of
Liherty in New York Harbor, a founder of the
Yitle schoul of Forestry and founder of a summer
schounl for the Yule School of Forestry on his
estate u Milfond, Pa.  Giffurid Pinchot prepared
for college nt Phillips Exeter Academy and wus
graduated B.A. at Yule Universiry in 1884, At
the suggestion of his father he decided to be-
come 1 tdyester, a profession which had not
been introdneed inte the United States, and
afrer graduation and a visit to the English
» Forest Sehool be enrolled at the Eecole Nation-
ale Forestiere, Naney, France, and studied for-
estry in the Frenel Alps and the Vosges. In
the summer of 1560 he made a trip through Switz-
erland, Germany il Austria with students of the
English Furest School,  After his return to the
United States in 1891 he made a survey of their
forvst lands for the Phelps-Dodge Co. in Peunsyl-
vania and Arizona and in 1892 Le began the first
systematic forest work undertaken i the Unit-
ed States, ou the estate of George W, Vanderbhilt
(nvo at Diltmore, N.C.  In Deeember 18927
opened wn office in New York city as cousulting
forester. During the next three Yeurs he was en-
gaged in fore atr\' work on the Vauderbilt estate
and on Jurge tracts of land in the Adirouducks
and in various nther seetions. In 1895-96 he was
eansultant forester of the state of New Jorsey.
I 1885 he was m«lrumvum! in initiating a re-
wb b thee 178, tarv of the interior to the
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e annaings-

ed by James Wilson (q.v.

ulture, 1o bocome chief of the divisive of for:
estry in his department. At that tipe, howsver
the administration of the public # TS Vet

ed in the U.S, De p'u-r“nn._ ot [ie
seven years pas<uvd bofore
persuade Congress to transfer the uy
reserves to the .S, l'\e-v'tr"- ny
The Forest Rescrves I,h\.ll (g 1
tional Forests, w '
the homestond 1o
heecame the Forest "‘rr’-‘ "

and

tu

riog,

first ehief forester. Theren ETIN e -
tice of Forestry under wovers ,-«x]w"-!-l--u
grew by leaps and bounds andd » L TFCHT RRITE Y Y
of public land in the untinnal rforests 1nere e |
from 41 million acres ro 120 zu-!‘.-m deres. Asig

grew the cost of earing fur the foreats was offset
by the large revenue tlnnn-l from the sule of
nmfnru timber and charges for privase cantmer-
cial uses of forest areas, sucl as grosing amd water
power.  Stringent resulutions were aiduptaal to
Lasure stream protection, the provention of
and fire, the protection of vou
insuring of revroduction. [n .

Pinchot laid the foundation < ‘4.
the chicf apostle of the cunsery;
in the United States. Tha
gave him his enthusiastiv
he was “the v to whom
for what has been acen
preservation of the v
try . . . he continued tiirn
only as head of the Forest ;
moving and directing spirit in sitkea¥ oF 1.h- con-
servation work, and as connseller and assistunt
ot must of the other work connected with the in-
ternal affairs of the countrs.”  Tnder his leader-
ship the Forest Service beeame a unit of govern-
ment which was ouwistamding for 11s efheieney,
honesty and viston, Asile ety ehief fore
ester, Pinchot was o member of virious cotmmise
sions wtany, if not allo o which were appuinted at
his suggestion und throneh s initiative,  One of
these was o comuntter on the eroanioation uf gov-
croment seicutifie work eroated hiv tia Presiident
in 1903 1o report upon “the aroa iuf present
conditions and Th LN
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ment work, wholly or partis, T ks ety

ter, and upon the steps whi e taken if
any to prevent the duplearzes o 4 work, to
eoordinate its various braneiees ned to lnereuse

its efficivney and economy.”™ The
committee was hloeked by tine U, Congress and
its report never wade pulilic. . r unmpartant
body was the Publie 1. itets Cummission appoiot
ed by Roosevelt in 1903 wirl: iuckot us seerctary
to “report upon the condi Leperatian and effeet
of the preseat land Liows sernmmend such
ehanges as are neelded to o largust practi-
eable disposition of th. i ro aetual set-
tlers . . . and to secire roand most ef-
fective use ot the resv: + puhlie lands”
This commniission mads
first wuggesting eertain desirabis
publiz lfand laws and the second la
the fundamental principic t m
should be saved for the kn.'.
was also o member of
avpainted in
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e ye was o member. The first of
. of \f‘“"] ww-pcloped a comprehensive program
= h“lw'-.:‘-lgment of all the inland wuterways
"‘-‘.:[:.,1 Stytes, including irrigation, swamp
.mation and protestion of all resources
with running waters. The Country
sion took the first step e‘.le‘i'?x;!r‘oi)“
R a solution of rural l1Z¢ -

b ”"“, '°,‘l‘,‘,'\f'£,f”;'t“,- r?‘cdnmmendutions were sul-
e =J"':r !:\I'lrifn‘u jute law. Another of Pinchot's
il ;':jl,.g.:',,,- contributions to the cnuse of conserva-
‘.'n.'.‘tn! olhis ]wl'iud was mvle 115‘ the hf)hﬂ";tlg
o i Gavernors C‘unfer.-vm.u- vn Couservation,
;rh;-h Lo indueed the President to c_:lll. Atg-:uded
3+ the governor of each state, presf_deuts of g;‘eat
sasinnal organizations coneerucd with natural re-
> ' -

enurres, memihers of Congress, justices of the Su
preme Court of the United Stares._mcmbgrs of the
ratanet and n number of outstandlp_g private citi-
eens, this gathering was the first of its kind in the
narld, It set forth in impressive fashion the idea
that the protection, preservation and wise use of
1wturs]l resourees is indispensable to the perma-
went prosperity of the human race. Pinchot
served as chairman on the_ joint committee on con-
wrvation and was appointed a member of the
sationnl Conservation Commission ereated by
President Roosevelt shortly thereatter. This was
fotlowed in February 1009 by the North Ameri-
~on Cinservatiou Conference held at Pinchot's
~agwestion and at his further suggestion the North
Amerieun Contforence reconumended the ealling
af anointernational conterence on world resources,
avd their inventory, conservation and wide utili-
zation with a view to removing one of the most
frequent causes of war. Invitations were sent to
firty-pight nations to meet at the Peace Palace in
The Hague in September 1909 and thirty natious
bud asceepted when President Tart, who sueceeded
Theodore Roosevelt on Mar., 4, 1909, decided to
withdraw the invitations. During the last few
months of Rooscvelt’s administration, Pinehot
s Jumes R, Garfield (q.v.), then secretary of the
wfterior, with Roosevelt’s ardent support, took
every possible measure to safeguard the natural
vesourees of the country. President Taft, how-
vaer, failed to continue the conservation policy
of his predecessor and in a long political fight
which ensucd between Pincliot and Richard Bal-
inger (q.v.), the new seeretary of the interior,
|'_'-17 removed the chief forester from office. Pin-
(%t wet Roosevelt on the latter's return from
M< TR to Africa and explained the situation to
“0i and the breach between Taft and Roosevelt
=idvied. As a result Pinehot took an uctive part
'8 arganizing the Progressive party movement
when Ronsevelt fajled 4 g
fheminibin & i ] to_securs the Republican
St 3 e e president in 1912, helped to draft
s m-liil):.”lgs Platf-ofm aud beeame oue of the
Soisidrief hﬂ[ﬁ nomgr':’ﬂfl\e _ieaders. After the de-
R rt_ﬂsm elt and Taft by W oodrow Wil-
Feronht 1'0‘r il of thut year, Pinchot continued
Conal (o fonservation as a member of the Na-
Spig ;?“ﬂ rvation Commission. In 1920 he twas
=L ;:“. f}pfﬂre?ter of the state of Penusylvania
satiey for -‘:;!:.e:tcr he‘ won the Re_puhhuan nomi-
= ""hh-.s:%rirh ::ll?r of that state in the memora-
S vhogen goy e Republican “0ld Guar_d.” He
o fep J'ou:r:w at the ensuing election and
i ,|mmu“m~‘_9"“5- During his adwministra-
S gul} lfeo_t‘,g,r:ml.za:-rl the state govern-
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and establisted a model budget”systewr under
which the governor was given power to coutrol
the expenditures of every ageney in such a wayx as
to avoid deficits. . As a result of the new budget,
a deficit of approximutely $30.000,000 which ex-
istedd when Pinchot took ofhee was wiped out
within twe yesrs. Other notewarthy legislation
provided for complete revision of laws relating
to the ecare and treatment ot the insane and men-
tally defective persons. the establishment of a
svstom of anuuitios for retired state emploves and
an ald age pension system. In Pennsylvania a
goveror cannot succeed himseif. Pinchot, there-
fore, was not a ecandidate for re-election in 1925
but in 1930 he was re-elected on another wave of
revolt against the “Old Guard.” Among the chief
legislative enactments of his second term were
new corporation, banking and building and loan
association laws, a new milk control law, a 20,000-

mile rural road improvement program, legislation
to stop the unfair use of labor injunctions, a bonus
for First World War veterans, a large reduetion
in utility rates and pensiouns for the blind. After
his second term as governor, Pinchot continued to
battle for the conservation of the world's natu-
ral resources and only u few days before his death
President Truman submitted to the Economic and
Secinl Council of the United Nations the Ameri-
can plan for a world conservation conference
which Pinchot had been urging for thirty-seven
vears. Pinchot was a lecturer on forestry at Yale
University during 1900-03 aund was non-resident
professor of forestry there during 1903-3¢ and
professor emecritus thereafter. He was chairman
of a special committee on church and country lite
of the Federal Couneil of Churches of Christ in
Ameriea. 1908, member of the couneil of Yale-In
T G220 wember of fhie Copnniesion for
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