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Carboniferous Pteridop)
INTRODUCTION @80 million
yrs ago

© The fossils of the genus Rhynia were - —
. & : Devonian Primitive land
discovered by Kidston and Lang in (360 million plants
1917 from the Rhynie locality of yrs ago)

Aberdeenshire 1n Scotland.
‘\ ’ Sporangia

© Their rootless sporophyte was
differentiated into rhizome and
slender aerial branches that were
more or less dichotomously branched

Rhizome



SYSTAMATIC POSITION

~ Riemers (1954) placed these
simplest fossil plants in the
subdivision Psilophytopsida.

© Psilophytopsida is an assemblage
of the simplest and the earliest
land plants.

© Subdivision Psilophytopsida
included only a single order
Psilophytales.

© Examples of Family Rhyniaceae:
Rhynia, Horneophyton,
Cooksonia, Yarravia

o Kingdom- Plantae
o Division- Pteridophyta
O Sub-division- Psilophytopsida

o Order- Psilophytales
o Family- Rhyniaceae
o Genus- Rhynia




EXTERNAL MORPHOLOGY

The plant body of Rhynia was
sporophytic.

Both species of Rhynia were
herbaceous.

The plant body consisted of a
subterranean, creeping, cylindrical
and dichotomously branched
rhizome and upright, simple
dichotomously branched aerial
leafless shoots.
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L. STRUCTURE
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REPRODUCTIVE STRUCTURE: SPORANGIA
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