IDENTIFICATION BADGES IN THE HOLOCAUST

Begmmng in 1937-1938, the SS created a system of mdrkmg prisoners in concentration camps. Sewn onto uniforms, the color-coded +r|ang|e loaclges identified the reason

for an individual's incarceration, with some variation among camps.
Nazi officials imp|emen+eo| the Jewish star bodge to mark Jews between 1939 and 1945. They did so in o systematic manner, as d pre|uo|e To deporﬁng Jews to gheHos
and ki||ing centers in Germon—occupied eastern Europe. The po|icy of {orcing individuals to wear iden’rhcying |ooo|ges was but one of many psycho|ogic0| tactics aimed at

iso|o+ing and dehumqnizing the Jews, direcHy morking them as being different from everyone else. It allowed for the facilitation of their separation from society. Those

who refused to wear the badge risked severe punishmerﬁ, inc|uo|ing death. The design of the |ooo|ge varied from region to region.

Red Triang|e: Political prisoners: social democrats, socialists,

trade unionists, communists and anarchists

Green Triang|e: "Professional criminals

Blue Triang|e: :oreign forced laborers ano emigrorﬁs

Purple Triangle: Primarily Jehovah's Witnesses, as well as

members of other smal pochcier re\igious groups.

Pink Triqng|e: Primari|y homosexual men, as well as sexuo

offenders mc\uding ropierS and pedophi\es

Brown Triangle: Romani (previously wore black triangle)

Black Triangle: "Asocials,”" which included: Roma and Sinti,
menJrQHy |l and menJrQHy disabled, alcoholics and drug addicts,
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vagrants and beggqrs, pqcifisjrs, prostitutes, lesbian women.

W

Yellow Star: Jewish }.'L"”f.m,wmm

V ariations:

Bar over Jrric:ng|e: "Second-timer" or a prisoner who had been
released and was then arresteo again for a second offense.
Black Circle under Triqng|e: Prisoners who were ossigned to the
penal colony. They were given the most difficult work
assignments.

Double Jrriang|e: Yellow Jrriomg\es with the regular Jrriomg\e color

p\oced on the top, Forming a six-pointed star. These bodges were

WOrn |oy the Jews and showed their classification as 0O itical

orisoners, crimino\s, foreign forced \oborers, homosexuals or

asocials. For exomp\e, a combination of a red Jrriomg\e over d

ye”ow Jrricmg\e meant a Jewish po\iﬁca orisoner.
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