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At the bottom of the sea, with more than two hundred meters of water
above, lies the benthic realm, a lively ecosystem of sea worms, crabs,
octopuses, and more(l). For a long time, people thought theseatloon
was a vast, flat desert with little life{2) . But s now itEiiSEicnanEEe
have great mountain ranges, and bubbling volcanoes called hydrothermal
sea vents (3)--Also, much-qf the-flook sis.covered in-ceze made dead'
plants and animals that float down from above as marlne SNnow 14). ;1;%
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CIVIL SOCIETY GROUPS

CALL FOR..

leadership in defending the oceans from harmful industries(7)

greater transparency, public consultation processes, and
accountability to future generations in all decision-making
processes (24, 25)

taking responsibility for protecting the common heritage of
humankind and stopping funding DSM projects through the ISA(7)

reviewing government statuses as a sponsoring state (25)
unified national strategies against DSM(26, 7)

promoting shared sustainable use of marine ecosystems,
ensuring the protection of marine ecosystems and fishing
grounds (27, 5)

an opportunity for civilians to learn about the issue of deep-
sea mining and make them aware of the problems (5, 24)

a holistic approach to legislation that constantly evolves
with the variability of socio-ecological factors and protects
the population's interests (5, 25)

ensuring legal ecological personhood of the oceans as another
means of adequate protection (28)

10.a 10-year moratorium on high-risk, unsustainable deep-sea
mining (25)
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1. How deep do ecosystems have to be located below sea
level to be part of the deep sea?

2. What characterizes the mineral resource that the deep
sea harbors?

3. What is the “wilderness” of the deep sea also called
in the context of deep-sea mining?

4. Which feature is attributed to the object of deep-sea
mining?

5. What would happen to the environment and socio-
cultural structures during deep-sea mining?

6. How can we describe the environmental conditions in
the deep sea?

7. How does one of the targeted mineral deposits appear?

8. What are regions of the high seas also known as?

9. What is the name of the main regulatory body in
international waters regarding deep-sea mining?
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10. What is the abbreviation for one of the most
significant mineral resource exploration zones?

11. How is the concept of humanity’s heritage
described in international waters

12. What does a private company need to be allowed to
mine minerals in international waters?

13. What form of personhocod do DSM opponents demand
regarding the oceans?

14. What is produced by wastewater discharge plumes?

15. What is artificial and does not occur in the deep
sea without mining activities?

16. Which ecological damage could also be increased
by deep sea mining?

17. What characterizes the nodules and sulfides on

the deep-sea floor?
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Although the mining sites seem distant, they are not separate
from what happens on land or intangible from spiritual
connections (15). For many oceanic societies, the ocean is a
core element of their identity (5, 16). Many island nations of
Oceania are on the front lines of the climate debate and are
already experiencing significant disturbances without added
threats through deep-sea mining. Within Pacific movements, women
and youth, often excluded from economic or political debates,
have often been the backbone of grassroots organizations (17).
Therefore, it 1is 1likely, that the far-reaching environmental
impacts of deep-sea mining will be felt disproportionately in
pacific communities (13, 6).

This machine 1s called a Bulk Cutter.

It is used to cut, and grind the undersea

mountains, sea vents, and seafloor (18).
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I wonder how T
could stop
Deep Sea Mining..

The collection machine is connected to

a support vessel on the sea’s surface via
a bundle of wires and tubes, called an
umbilical cable (20).
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5 YETI CRAB FACTS (23

. The Yeti Crab was unknown to scientists until 2005.
They were found on hydrothermal sea vents off Easter
Island.

. The name comes from the hairy and bristly appearance,
that resembles that of the legendary snow monster Yeti.
. The yeti crab eats microbes — that grow on its arms and
legs.

. Yeti Crabs love a crowd, living close together with up
to 600 crabs per square meter.

. Yeti Crabs live in the dark. No sunlight penetrates the
deep sea, and their eyes are not fully developed. But
their hairy bodies help them sense without seeing.
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