
~~ISR OF LOGIE COLDSTO~~.

FOR~ KNOCK~RGRrY HILL. This fort is situated at a height of

850 feet O. D. 400 yards N. of Upper Ruthven farmhouse on the

broad rounded summit of an isolated hill. At the date of visit

the hill «e.e included in t ue conifer plantation of Knockargety

/~ood and al though it was c ompar-a t i vely cl ear of scrub the surface

of the ground was clothed with long grass, blueberry bushes and

pat ches of heather. The fort is a regular avalon plan measuring

about 800 feet from E. to v. by about 390 feet transversely;

it is defined by a line which consists in part of a ditch and in

p ar.t of a scarp. The • and • arcs, which run across the eunm i t

ridge, appear as ditches up to one foot in depth at the W. and

3 feet at the E. Causeways 15 feet in width cross both these

st~etches of ditch, and for a short distance on either side of

them stretches of low stone banks run along the inner lips of the

ditches. . s the defences are followed S. from the entrances the

banks soon die out and the u i t che s fade more gradually until the

whole of the central portion of the S. stretch is formed only by

a scarp, a c on t i n uat i on of the inner scarp of the ditch with a

terrace at its foot. Likewise, the N. stretch of the ditch is

formed partly by short stretches of ditch and partly by lengths

of scarp; at several places fragmentary low mounds are visible

on the outside of the excavations faNning the N. sector.

The degrees of slope of the N. and S. flanks of the

hill are not enough to support the suggestion t hat a once complete

inner mound could have rolled away down th~n and left so few

traces; nor are they so steep as to disallow the digging of a

6itch and the construction of a rampart along their contours.

The state of the remains is explained, therefore, as representing

an incomplete state of work. The ditch and scarp, the former

mostly very shallow, may thus represent an early stage in the

construction of a Quarry from which material for a rmnpart could

be obtained!



construction in t he vicinit y of the ent r ances. r o sign of

o the r defens ive lines could be seen, b u t it is possible t hat
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NE. ("Rema ins of Supp osed Camp").

As bo t h be came d e epe r s o the r~1par t would grow ,

l x xxi .

1 . Ogs ton , A. The Prehist oric .u1t igu i t i e s of the
Howe of Cromar~1931 ) , 102.

eith er wi t h in or ou t s ide the exis ting remains .

but on ly a t a po in t • of t he E. entrance is any par t of the

455032 .

d i t ch a s ye t a s d eep a s 3 feet.

be ob ta i ne d .

c oul d be f ound for Ogs t on ' s sug gest ion t hat b oulders insi de the
1

de f en c e s fo rmed an inner r i ng •

a marke r trench might e xist among the trees and coar s e pas ture

( of Dunideer) work appe a r s t o h ave started on a sec ond ph ase of

•



~\RISE OF OYNE.

AB&~DSENSHIRE.

The rampar t

Th e forme r

15th _ ug u s t 1956.

Ther e is, however, also a gap

The interior is p lanted with trees and

The entranc e in the outer vorks confo s

Th e wal l wa s bu i l t on a slig h t e leva t i on and

The st r uc t u r e c onsists of a stone wa l l wi t h i n a

Only a low mound of stones abou t 1 2 feet in width

sw.

the gap i s due to l an d s lip.

t he ' . uneven wood e d land d e s c end s more ently t owards Bo h ead

the v. , atta ins to a height of 1 foo t 7 i n c hes above the level

The bay i n the cre st of the s te e p E. f lank of the

me a sure s 80 f e e t i n lengt h from SEe t o N' • by 65 feet t r ans-

the r ampar t a nd d i t ch lie at the f o o t of thi s .

:ver s e ly.

3 feet below t he surface of the ground out s ide.

of t h e ba s e of the elevati on up on wh i ch t h e wal l st ands and to

level t ong ue t o N. and E. of whi ch irreg ula r r ock y slopes f all

f armhouse.

The en t r an c e i s in t he S. , a mod e rn bre ak oc cur r ing s ome 1 0

a way t o the easier ground 70 f e et or 80 f ee t be low , wh i l e t o

rampart and ditch, t he wal l enclosing an ova l a r e a wh i ch

site i nter r up ts t he line of the r amp a r t and dit ch, and ther e

to t hat of the wa l l.

5 feet 6 i nches a b ove t he bo t tom of t he d i t ch wh ich h e r e lie s

yard s • of it.

and di tch e ach mea sur e 1 2 f eet i n wi dth.

c onsi s t s of a l ow rubble nound which, where best pr e s e rved, i n

d i tch i s cont inuous.

FORT , . t IDEf-~£TLE~ PITTODRIE. Th i s for t st ands a t a h eight
of

of 690 f ee t O. D. 550 yard s N. • / P i t todr i e Dous e on a broad,

c on t a i n s no recognizab le features .

n ow r epr e s ent s t he wa l l , a nd no f acing st ones could be s e en.

nothing to s h ow whe ther t h is wa s originally the c ase or whe ther

60 f eet in leng th i n the NE. ar c of the rmnpart a l though the

xlv.

694244.
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There

J.. •

LJ.ln

t.in lengt 1

It is p os s ibl e

'I'o th e ob s erve r on

The next line of

80 f~.and 20 f

The S. secti on , which lies

The Hill of Dunn i de er , one mile i ,

Surrounding an area 36 0 f

The ':"nn ermo s t, crowning t he oval s urnml t of t he

'I'h e S·,i. arc is breached by a gap some 20 f t , wiCi e ,

The construction of a stone tower and its appendages

view in all d i r e c t i on s, e spe c i al ly to the E.

t hey form pa r t .

r..Q~le;" c Ht#~..~P!" DU1'INIDg -E, .

breadth.

of which is n ow represen ted by a sto~ scarp 12 or 1 5 f

~lY E. of t he tower mi ght have been the 1Iv el l of the fort.

the/

that t he depr e s sion about 10 f~t.in d ia~et er t hat lies ilTImediate-

area mea sur ing 220 f .t. i n length from E. to ,·. by 90 f t . i n

h i l l is a h ighly vitrified wall wh i ch encloses a subrect an gular

to de t ermi n e t he nature of the structure or s.t r uc t ur e s of wh i ch

of Insch,rises only 400 f~t.from the valley of The Shevock to

attain a height of 876 feet, 0 . DJbut its situation relative to

t he country in t he vicinity is such that it commands an ex tensive

Barra Hi l l , t welve miles to the E. and ha lfway to the coast, the

Hill of DlIDnideer, de sp i t e i t s comparatively small size~t ak es its

place among the c on sp i cuous gr oup t hat includes t he Tap 0 ' Not h

Wid th and about 4 f ..t.in hei ght.

and 150 f ..t .in breadth
l
it consists of a ruinous st one wall most

are n o surface i ndications that suggest whe r e t he entrffi~ce

within t he f ort in med i/Je val t ime s has add ed a further degr e e of

mut i l a t ion t o the ravages of t line, so t hat n o det a i l of t h e

crest-line.

along t he steeper flank of the hill is represented by a mer e

t hr ough the vitrified wa l l originally lay.
( £$)

def enc e lies a t - i s t anc e s wh i ch var y bet ween
I

frrnn t he vitrifie d wa l l.

and t he ~:i t .ier- Tap of 3enna ch i e . The r-emains \If five separate
(fir , I '

lines of d ef ence can be observed on the hill)C it wi l l be con-

) ven i en t t o de s cr i be each separately before an attempt is made
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The t hird line of defence is a fragmentary rampart

It

dis-

Nothing

The remains show that

the rampart starting on

N. and S. sides of the h i l l .

(c )

long stretches of work at this

( r::-
I.. I '

If complete this r-ampar-t would have

Thi~ phase entailed digging a quarry

In the space between the E. arcs of this

The E. arc, 230 f ..t.in length, appears as a slight

the medire val period.

immediately E. of Which are two broad quarry ditches.

other remains.

exi sts to show what relation, if any, this complex bears GO t he

or S. faces of the hill.

which runs round the E. and N. faces of the hill at c i s t an c e s
B.

varying between 50 f.et.and 10 f~t.from ~ rampart ju~t ee
.;t,

scarp,while a similar length o£ the adjacent N. section takes

the form of a narrow terrace, possibly originally a marker

enclosed an area measuring about 470 f.-t,in length by about 230

t1?-e/

rampart and the vitrified wall is a stoney mound 60 f . t.in
2..

length, up to 12 f ..t.in breadth and ~ l' t in height,

either side of the entr~~ces represented by gaps in the E. and

the line of the rampart was first marked out as a shallow trench

trench (see below). The N • arc, 150 f.et. in length, sh ows as
Q.. t- it .~

a mere crest and no raaains can be distinguished along the SW.

breadth but "las clearly never completed.

encloses an area measuring 700 f ..t.in length and 430 f ..t.in

With the spoil on the outer lip;

the S. side of which is bordered and covered by a short con-

. ~c,tinuation to the ,'I. ~ the S. section of t he rampart. It is

f~t.in breadth.

w. arcs (cf. Durnhill).

ditch some 20 f~t.outside the lrarker trench and throwing the

material thus provided up on to the natural hill slope bet ween

.ossible that this entrance was used, if indeed not made, in

,:.e i! I tis~.

The fourth rampar~lies lower dOvm the hill at
e·

~tances varying from 130 f.et.to 40 f.-t .from



t he former consi sting s ol ely of t h e st on e wall and the l a t t er of thE

the back of the marker trench was thrown f~war d and thus a rubble

However, in view of the s imila-

,
t d i stance s varying from 159 to

The remain s of the uncomplet ed

Nowh er e do the var ious line s of defenc e
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_ t the same tUne the mat erial Quarried from

The other two defence s, however, consist of the vi tri-

The W. entrance conforms t o that of ~~~ rampart~
J

ship t o each other i s man ifest .

d i t ches.

immed iat e ly out si de i t .

the bottom of the rrarker t r ench.

The fifth rampar(~lies

the t wo trenches .

ri t ie s in their present appe aranc e, the likel ihood exists tha t

f aced or supp or t ed With wood or stone r evetment s an d wi t h ex t er nal

other t wo , were s t art i ng to er ec t heavy rubble rampart s possib ly

by a marker trench, no trac e of work of the sec on d stage being

I t wil l be seen tha t the outer three r arnpartjlal l

incl ude s t retch e s of marker tr enches;and that a s far a s can be

det ected work of the next s truc tur~l pha s e was started on the

med ian oneJ~. The fa ct tha t the work was begun in t his

shows tha t the builder s of this on e, and probably tho s e of t he

but the E. one, tog ether with stretche s of the marke r t rench on

rampart began to take shap e.

either side of i t, h~s been obl itera t ed on the s ur f ace by r ig and

v i sible.

rampart S. of t he ~ . en tranc e now stands at be st to a height of
I

12 f_t.abov e the bottom of the Quarry ditch and to~ f... t s abov e

50 f1iillet .. from ,according to th e d i sp os it i on of the contour

of the hills id e,and enc los es an area measuring 1,000 f ..t ..i n Lerig t h

and 600 f.-t, in breadth. This rampar t is represented en t i r e l y

out er t hree may repre s ent an un compl eted for t of three rampar t s

and that the i nner two were later than and independent of th i s.

Vit r if ied wall; but i t is a l so possib l e t hat these two r epresent

I t is po s sib le that the inner t wo r epresen t two s uc ce s sive pha s es,

furrow plough ing .

-~ .
on e /

, t i ed wal l and t he very ruinous but r e cogn izab l e s tone wal l

~/-' overlap nor are there any obv ious po int sat which the ir r ela t i on-



out er one wh i ch mayor may n ot have had timber reinforcements .

21 s t May 1 95 7.
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one phase i n whi ch t he inner , vitrified, wal l was c overed by an

613281.
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