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CAIRNS, C_'lliDO·V.

IvIORAYSHIRE .

KNCCKLLl'ifDO PARISH.- - - - - -----

The stretch of p inewood and lmr ec l a imed
~

moor l an d be twe en I(nowehill ockt~ Gat e s id e , ~~ . of Cardow D i s t iller~

is plentifully scattered with small cairns up to 2 5 f t . in

d i amet er . But n othing wa s known by a l oc al resident of t he n ame

"Bon f i r e Cairn ll t ha t appear s on t he 6- i n ch O. S . map.

circle ha s been complete ly de s t r oy e d .

The s t one

xxii . S"li'.l.'J. Sept . 24 t h 1 943.

georgeg
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MORb.-YSHIRE.

KNOC Q:N.DO PARISH .-------------

STAl'IDI NG STONES. P I TC}'ili OY LODGE. Q~ a snaI l level t errace

s ome 50 ft . above the Spey, j us t W. of the h i ghroad at a po int

about midway between Pit chroy Lodge & Bal l i n t omb , there are t wo

stones, one s t and i ng an d t he othe r fal l en. The ir ba s es are

7 ft. 6 in. apart, on a l i n e running from ~. t o ESE. It is

the eas ter n s t one tha t is s ti l l erect; i t is 6 ft. 8 i n . high,

4 ft. broad an d 1 ft. 3 in . thi ck. Th e true he i ght of t he

fallen stone - mea sur a bl e as i t s foot is exposed - is 8 ft. 6 i n. ;

i t is 3 ft. 6 i n. broad and 1 ft. 6 i n. thick.

xxv i , SW. & SEe )

(" s t on e circle , remains of". ) )

Sept . 24 t h 1943.

georgeg
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ELGIN PARISH.

Th i s stone mea sur e s 3 ft . 5 i n.

in height, 2 ft. 2 in. i n breadth ~nd 1 f t . 4 in. i n t hickness

at t he ba s e , b ut only 6 in. h i gher up a s the upper part of the

E. f a c e ha s been spl it off . I t s t ands about 1 5 0 yd s , 'Y. of

the f arm hous e on the slope t o the s~all bur n t h a t f lows pa st

_ uchtert yre to Mi l t onduff . I t fa ce s E. and W. en a pr epared

surface on t he . ... f a ce 3.1' e engraved t he fish , t he c omb and t he

mirr r s rmb _8 , t h e forrl1er above t he t wo a t t er . L:os t of L e

body 0: the f ish ha s s caled away but its ta il and fin s and t he

othe r symbols ar e fa i r _y clear. Some marks i n fr on t of the

place where the fish's h ead should be seem t o be r ea l ly i r regu-

: lar i t i e s i n the r ock.

_bove t he s~nbols, whi ch ar e deeply pat inat ed,

t he l e t t er s M/ HS are deeply and rather r udely i nc ised ; and on

the - ..0
~ . .L ace of the st one T.S . P., with what may be an S below.

N. B. To br ing out the carvings this stone shoul d be photo-

:graphed shortly af t er f ull noon about t he equin ox when the sun

is jus t beg i nning t o shine on t he V'l. f a ce . By 2 p . m. (G. M.T .)

on t he autQmll equinox the ligh t ing (a s already t oo square t o

b r ing ou t fully al l the s lJall ow but r ather wid e lines. (Cf . E.C. M.

. . . 1 9 ° f )J. Do, PI' • _:.- 0 •

xii. e«. or SEe (unnot ed) . 23 . l x .43.
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!'liOR.4..YSHIRE.

3IRrIE PARISH.

CROSS R SE , TEE BIBLE STOTE, BUill ffiu llJ.K . The Bibl e Stone is---
an un shaped boulder i n one face of which a rectangular s ocke t

ha s been cut doubt l e ss to r e ceive a c r oss ' sha f t . The stone

i s now l y i ng on the W. s id e of the narrow f arm-road to Burnbank

oppos ite a ruined cott age, but thi s is obviously not i ts or igi -

:nal position. The boulder i s 3 'g" Lon e, x 2 ' 1" wid e and thei:»

socke t mea sure s l Oll x 711 but i s only 3 11 deep .

x i i. SEe (IIBibl e s tone') . 23 . ix.43.
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MORitYSHIRE .

BI RNI'"" P) lUSH.

c'8·~AIRN , THOMSHILL. "hi s cairn , marked as t he Cairn o:f I il:forman
• r

on t he 6 - inch O. S. map, stands i n t h e area of a felled wood

about half a mi l e N°· . of Th om-sh i l l Di stillery. It has been

reduced to ring of t umbl ed stones, partly t ur f - cover ed; t here

are some large boulders lying round about, which rnay possibly

be the r ema i n s of a peristalith.

xii.• SE. Sept. 23rd 1943.

georgeg
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MOR..4..YSEIRE .

BIRNIE PARISH.

C_U'P (S ITE), SHOUGLE. The r e a r e n o remains of any k i nd

visible on t his site; bu t t he position is so eminently

suitable f or a Roman f or t t hat an a i r - p h o tograph would be

very de s i r ab l e .

xii. SEe Sept . 22nd 1943.

(2) 1'1'4-3. ' ;

georgeg
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vIORA..YSHIR"'"'"' .

R01'HES PA..."R I SH.

ST~~DING STONE, COLEBURN DISTILLERY. Th i s s t one s t ands jus t

• of the El g i n- Rot he s r oad , half a mi l e SSE. of Col eburn

Di stillery and betwe en the 5th and 6th mi l estone s from

Elg i n . It i s 4 ft . 2 i n . h i gh , 3 ft . 2 i n. broad at the

bas e and 1 f t . 8 i n. t hic- . Its maj or ax is runs from NE .

t o 8. (Ph ot o . by Fr of. Childe) .

xvi i i. lqi • Sep t . 23r d 194 3 .

georgeg
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MOR.4..YSHI RE •

DllLLAS pp....;.":( ISH.

On a l ow k-~ollJprobably~ natural,

on the SE. s i de of the road from Da l l a s to Elg i n and a bare

1 0 0 yd s . ~~ . of Ke l l a s P . O.) just behind the 1 914/18 Wa r

Memor La L s t and s an ea r t h ...fa st slab 3 '2" x 1'3" x 1'1 11
•

I

xvi i. my. 23.ix.43 .
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.lORAYSHIRE .

C_";"I RNS L Horl' - CI RCLE , HILL O? IvIULUNDY. '1'he T. slopes of t he

Hi l l of Mul undy , up to a d is t ~~c e of ha l f a mi l e S. of Remi ch i e

farm-house, carry a considerable number of small cairns of t he

usual moor lan d t ype; but as the gr ound is covered wi t h deep

hea th er and i ts slITf ace is also dot t ed wi th sWBll mounds formed

by the roots of old trees, now felled, it is d i f f i cul t to i den­

: t i fy wi th certain t y any except t he larger and mor e di s t i n c t i v e

examples. Several el onga t ed cairns {er e n ot ed , t ypical mea sur e­

:men t s being 11 f t . by 7 f t., 10 f t . by 6 ft. and 16 ft. by 10

ft.; one of t hem has large stones piled round the margin,

somethin g like a peristalith. at resembles t he f OQ~dation of

a r ound cairn about 9 f t . in d iame t er , aga i n wi th the l argest

s tones along t he mar-grn j is to be seen i n the strip of wood

bounding t he upper s i de of t he Remi ch i e f i eld s . .:_s wel l a s t he

cairns at leas t on e hut - c ir cl e was noted, meas ur ing 33 f t . i n

d i ame t er and having an entrance about 6 ft. wi.ce f ac ing ~ .• ; and

wha t seemed to b e a r ound cairn 6 ft. i n d i~0.e t er s t anding wi t h i n

a scooped-out a r ea whi ch would appar ent ly hav e been circular and

ab out 20 ft. i n d ia~e t er i f a good part of i ts E. hal f had not

b een d i s t urbed by l and- drainage.

xv L . : ( \I Ca i rn s \I ; unno ted ) • Sep t . 23r d 1943.
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MO_ ~3SEIRE.

EDI~n(ILLTE ~~~ISH.

VITRI FIED FORT :.. DOUNE 0 111 RELUGAS. The construction thus named

occupies an isolated hill or crag at the junction of the Di v i e

wi t h the Fi nd hor n >i t s base being protected by a c rook of t he Divie

~orge. The hill rises s ome above t he level terrace on whi ch

Regul a s Ro. stands and falls steeply away on all s i des; t he

gen t l e s t slope being to the SE. Its flanks have been planted

wi t h shrubs, silver fir, spruc e and other ornamental trees that

mus t be at least 80 years old; some of these h ave been uprooted,

Fur t hermor e embanked ~D d gr aded garden paths wi nd r o~~d the h i l l

and lead up to the SumTIlit on the SZ. A terrace wa l k supported

by a roughly bu i l t dry~s t one r~vetment once ran round t he s un~ni t.

At a later da t e a high drys t on e wall, now SOmeVtl1at d i l ap ida t ed ,

wa s built on the terrace to provide shelter for some sort of

enclosed gar den . Mor e recently t his enclosure has been covered

wi th netting supported on wooden posts; part of the c overed 8~ea

is now planted Wi t h pot a t oe s wh i l e the r e s t a f t er hav i ng b een used
)

for mi l i t a ry exercises)is now occupied by nettles and brack en

8 ' high.

Plantation and horticultural operations have bot h

ma sked t he natural features of the site and seriously di st urbe d

earlier cons tructions buil t upon it. Never t hel e s s i t seems clear

tha t the mod er n terrace is bui l t upon the deb r i s of a stone r ampar t

that formerly enCi~ol~a the sUDrnit. s t on e s from t his work) mo s t ly

mo ss -grO\~1) ar e visible on all the fl ill1ks of the mound a t t he S.

corner outside and elsev~1ere un der t he terrace walk and i n the

side of the scarp by wh i ch t he path reaches t he • J..
S Ul1ETIl t... They

i nclude be s ide s r ounde d boulders ~D appreciable pr oportion of

bu i l di ng slabs. Bu t in a l a r ge pile of s tones, apparently dug

up i n cutting the path through t he rampart, are some very l arge

"v i t r i f i e d" masses of stones fused together by heat. As none

such a r e superficially visible they can only have been derived

fr~m deep layers of the r ampart cut through when the p a th wa s TIEde.

Na t ur al l y/

georgeg
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- 2 -

Na t ur a l l y no orig inal fa ce s are exposed and t he

plan s hows only the apparent crest of the or i g inal rampart that

may have been modif i ed by the recen t t errac ing . . i t h thi s

reserva tion i t may be said tha t t he r ampart prot ected a s ub-

:tr iangular ar ea ab out 175 ' long I~v. - SE. x 1 00 ' wide N. & S.

a cros s i ts base There is no reason to deny that the ra~par t

f ollowed the or i g inal contours of the sQ~mi t, but the s t r aigh t-

:ness of the S ~. s i de de s er v es n ot ice.

On the N. t he slope of the hil l is int errupt ed
~

about ha l f -way doWnt a broad chasmJalong the floor of vhich r uns

a garden pa th. The bank def in ing the outer side of this clif f

is not i ceab ly st ony a~d looks suspiciously art i f i c ial but t he
,)

shr ubs a re f a r too l uxuria n t to l e t u s a sc erta in the exact

nat~ITe or plan of thi s fea t uxe.

The s uperficial appearance of the r ui ns is not

unlike that of Dun Evan and Cast l e Finlay and suff i c:i ent vitri­
)

~f ied rnat e r ial has been brought to light t o just ify the i nclu-

: s ion of the Doun e of' Rel ugas i n the list of t1 v i t r i f' i ed f'or ts . t1

xv. SE. 2l . i x .43 .

( 2 ') \'1<j-3 • ~o 'b



'.WRJ.I-YSHIRE .

EDI ffi( ILLI E E~ISH .

SIV.LALL CAIRNS. DAVA STAT ION . A li t tle E. or Dava Sta t ion

about 1050 ' con t our on the sh oulder or Carn Ri gh Thuim begins a

large r i eld or sma l l ca i r ns. The s e ar e sprea d on both side s

or the f enc e that coi nc i des wi th the boundary between Edinki_l i e

and Cromdal e par i she sJand extend i n the l a t ter par i sh S. or the

r oad to Ai t t en dow but apparent ly not E.- war d beyond the 1150 '

Ab ou t 18 ' ) contOl...ir , One cairn ha s been c ut t hr-ou c.h by t he b oundary f ence
i n d i~1e t er ) _L

and t wo c is ts thereb~exposed . One c i st ,} l ying a lmost i mme-

:d iately under' but to the ·V. side or the f ence) i s r epresented

by t wo slabs.... probably the N. and S . s i des or a shor t c i.s t

or i en tMied almo st E. and ' . (100 S . of E.). The s out her n s lab)

s till i n pos it ion on edge) i s 4'91l l ong x over 2 ' 3 11 h i gh and

'g il thick. The r . slab has fal len i nwa r ds and i s l ying prostrat~

l a r gely cover ed wi t h heather, but the cist ca~~l.o t have b een much
M'-e.

over 2 ' wide . To the NE o) a t a rather h i gher 'lev el.1 2 mor e

slabs rorming on e corner of a small cis t o The s l abs that a re

now i n clined i nwards measure respectively 2 '3" x over 1'3" x

6 11 and 2 '3 11 by ov er 1 ' 0" x 2". The cOLmtry i s dry s t ony moor -

: land sloping g en t l y ¥ . to the Dorback Burn.

xxiv. SE e (" St on e Ci st, r emaLn s
C'Ca i r ns " ; unno t ed ,

of" · )
.1 ) 26 . ix .43 .



EDINKILL IE ~~ISH .

S~uLL CAIRNS, STRTPESIDE. On a dry gen t l e slop e fa c ing S. that

de s cend s fr om the 750 ' con t our to the r oa d from Stripe side to

Dal lasb raughty and to the Litt l e Berry Burn is a v ery large

a s s emb lage of thi c~ly- sovm smal l cairns. None of t he cai r n s

exceeds 24' i n d ial B t er . fui le the ar ea i s now moor i t is

t r aversed by s t on e and tur f dyke s tha t do n ot se~n t o b e very

anc i ent ,whi le el s ewher e i n the v i c inity cul tiva tion extends up to

t his level. (Cf . P. S .A. S., xli , p . 171 .)

xx . :NE . ("Cairns, site of" .) 26 . ix.43 .

georgeg
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I:IORAY SHIR"'-' •--------

rL _i s monumen t , mar-ked Ln :s.or.1a: ~

t;y-p e on the 6 - Lnch i , S. map, oc c up i e s t he poi.nt of a pr- omorr-

: t ory of h i gh gr oun d bet veen t yro very deep·.'and al mos t prec i p i-

:tous ravines )which Q~ite a bout 300 yds. S • of Ba l na cl a sh .

It cons i s ts of a f lat, oval platfor m occupying t h e f ul l breadth

of t he crest of t he promontory- ridge , and t wo t r an sv er se ditches

cut across the r i ge from s i de to s i de - the S·1. one d i v id i ng

the platform from the main part of the promontory and t he NE .

one f r om its ex t reme t ip , which is already a bout 11 ft . l ower

than the platform and fall s away al~most iwmed iat ely to t he

jQ~ction of the rav ines . The platform measures 38 f t. from

liE . to S' • by 28 f t . transversely. I t bears no remains of

s t r uct ure , but a f ew fragments of spl it s t one appear here and

t __ere through t he mo s sy turf just below t __e l ip, and even as

f a r as 13 f t. out on the SW. sec t or , and the appearance of t he

t urf just i n s i de the lip on t he SE. s ector sugg e s t s the former
tL-

pre s ence 0fj. l i ght r ampar-t , On the IT' ~ . and SE. the s l ope from

t~e lip of the platform fal ls away i n one profile With the s i de

of t h e ravine; and on the ENE. ther e i s no br eak i n t h e slope

f rom the l i p of the pl atform to the bottom of the d i t ch 15 ft.

b elow. Thi s d it ch i s thus 39 f t . wi de from lip to lip, and

onl y 3 7 ft . l ong f rom side to s ide of the promontory; de s c en-

:d ing i n t o i t f rom the NE. ther e are faint trac e s of a pathway

r mnp 14 ft . l ong a~d 5 f t . broad , but t here are no c or r espondin g

remains of any t r ack r i s ing to t he plat form. On the S·V• • the

gr olmd fal l s only 1 f t . a long a cen tral line i n the 13 f t . from

t he lip of the platform to the l i p of t he l a r ger dit ch; this

d i t ch likewise cuts through t he pr omont ory- r i dg e from . s i de to

side , t he ~l ~ t an~ @ being here .50 f t ., and mea sures 28ft . f rom

lip to l i p and 8 f t . i n dept h below t he pl atfor m.
---
appear t o b e cu t through gl a c i a l clay.

Both di t ch e s

xxx. s . Sep t. 24th 1943.

~~ 3/,110.

georgeg
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CR OI.lDP..LE P)J I S H.

AL I GNMENTi' : R !1..LL IIfi' OIviB . On a grave l ri dge between the L. M.S.

stones stands on the crest of the ridge bu t a l l stand - or stood

line from For r e s to _v i emor e and the Spey are t hree s tones~

remains of an a l i gnmen t running '. «. Non e of t he

- on its SEe slope do\vn to the haugh-lands by t h e river. The

ridge ends on the east i n a ravine that may have been enla r ged

to act as a d r-aLn wh i l e it fades out 0 ;' the S· •
~

The total

length of t he alignruent t o- day is and t he inter-

6vals between t he stones The eas ternmos t stone

n ow s t ands exposed to a height of 7 ' is 2 ' g" along the axis
J

of t he alignment and l' t h i ck ; it tapers upward to a point.

The central stone is 6 '3" high and now 2 ' wide by g " t hick, but

be s id e it lies, half buried i n turf, a stone of similar length

that seems to be a l arge fragmen t split off the ere c t stone.

The -7mos t stone ha s f allen to t he E. and i ts bas e is partly

overgrown. The exposed portion mea sur es 4 ' 6" by 2 ' 3" by 1'2".

xxxii. SEe C' St and ing Stones ll
. ) 24.ix. 43.



-IIORAYS_=m"'"" •------

C:201'liDAT·E EUISH.

CAIRN~CRO~TSC_~TCH. Not h i ng is now left of t he cairn marked

on the 6 - inch O. S . map i mmediately N. of Cr of t s ea l i ch.

The site need not be r evi sited.

xxxii. SE. Sep t . 24 th 1 943.

georgeg
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MORAYSRIRE.

CAIR N, GAICR. The cair n that onc e s tood n ear t h e s UDFni t of

the rocky hlUTIffio ck that r i s e s steeply on the N. s i de of the

Gr an t own- Dul nan br i dge road, between Ga i ch and Croft scal i ch,

has been too much di s t urb ed and spread for me a sur emen t s to be

of an y value. Near the cen t re of t he aggl omerat ion of t umbled

s t ones there i s a very l a r ge slab , partly c overed wi t h debr i s ,

which wa s no doub t t he side or c ov er of a cis t .

xxx i i , SE. Sept. 24th 1943 .

georgeg
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IJIORAYSHL":{E .

CR01'.illALE, I HVERJ"...LIu lIT & ADVI:2; P :.1 RISH.

FORT, TOIII 1. CF.AISTEIL 1. GLEN BEG. '.c om l Cha i st e i l is a r-ock bo s s

tha t t erminates a pr omontory pro j e c t ing E. f r om the mass of

Be i nn 1llior towar ds the head of the gl en . Stand ing just ov er

the 1250 ' c on t our i t ' domi na t e s the val l ey 3 00' below. The bo ss
~~' f0 1·1/

fa l ls prec ip itous ly s ome 40' on the ~~ . but r i s e sA in lower steps

f rom the mar shy col that jo i n s i t to the main mas s " 011 the "-

But even on this side l ow cliffs 4 ' - 6 ' h igh i nt errupt the

slope. The sumrmt is s ome 1 20' long by 110 ' wide . I t i s far

fr om level but s l opes ElqE . s o that the edge of the declivity in

t h i s direct ion is as much a s 18 ' be low the corr e spond ing po int on

the i . ~he i n clina tion is accentua t ed by aD outcrop- r idge that
~

r-uns haLf'<way a cros s t he summit i njSS· ". direc t ion, the segmen t t::O

the ' . of t his r idge be ing almost l evel. At it s SSW. end the

ridge forms a little cliff 6' h igh tha t iSJ however~ not sheerJ

and seems t o ~~ve been a ccentuat ed by quarryingJperhaps ancient ly.

The r e st of t he summit i s covered with h eather .

The whol e sillnmit has be en enclosed by a drystone

rampart that fol lows i ts cont our s) t hough not very clo s ely . Q~

t he r ~ . most of the rillilpar t has s l ipped ov er the edge of the

prec iPi cej at t he foot of whi ch i ts debr is is v i s ib l e . El s ewh er e

i t is r epre s ented by a continuous r i ckl e of bare angular stone s.

In t h is c onsider able sec tions of the bare outer fa ce ar e exposed ,

par t i cularly on the ~ ". and SW. The exposures suf fice to show

t hat the rfu~part ran prac t i cally straight for at leas t 25' on

the N1'f~ . though further '". and S. it f oll ow's an eve: curve . On

the S·· . at leas t t he face s t ands a f ew f ee t in from the 1 ip of

a pr e cipitous out crop s t e p that l ook s a s if i t had been Quarried.

~n the SSE. the s teep edges of the out crop r idge are ut il ized a t

the base of the rampart . Fur t her E. the foot ings consist of

s t r a i gh t edge blocks some 8" thick s et on edge and suppor ting

long flat slabs 15" to 8" deep.

_ s l ab s/

On the NW. , 4 course s of such

( :t..') I ? , .2 J

georgeg
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slab s are vi s ibl e i n position, the foot ings be ing however

bur i ed de eper in debr is . The he a ther is encroaching upon

the s tones i n the int erior and n o i nner fac e is exposed.

The entrance on t he 1. is represen ted only by

a ~2rked depre s sion i n the s tony. b~~kJno ch eek being cert ainly

recogn i zab l e superficially . I t can howeve r- be c l early se en

t hat t he bank of debr i s is con tin ue d i nwar ds on e ither s i de

of t he part ial gap f or 6' - 8 ' . This seems t o mark the

existence of an " inturned entrance" - a f eature ob served i n

many Engl ish and '-e l sh f ort s of
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CAIRNS, GLENBEG. Ther e is a l a r ge gr oup of small cair n s

of the usual moor land type about two -thi rd s of a mi l e l'TW .

of Gl enb eg , just above t he NVv . corner of the block of

bir ch-woods and be t ween 1100 f t . and 1150 ft . above sea-

l evel . Some of them ar e e l onga ted and other s round,

and mro~y eVi dently contain boulder s of c onsiderable size -

these , i n some cas e s , be i ng set along the marg in.

xxi i. NE. Sept. 27th 1943 .


