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Introduction To These Lessons

ELCOME TO these lessons on the Aramaic Alphabe’c, on
the 'Hebrew' Ashuri script. The AIPhabet, and the Ashuri
script in Particular, is the starting Point for learning Aramaic,

and the foundation upon which everyt]'ling else is built.

The Ashuri script is the oldest of the Aramaic scripts‘ It goes back to
the Aramaic that the Jews used in Babylon, and in fact this scriPt was
subsequentlg acloPtecl bg the Jews. It was used to preserve the
Hebrew Bib’e, and for evergt]ﬂing else in Judaism, including its use in

Israel toclag.
An Aramaic Alphabet DVD of video lessons to accompany this book is

available on the JcsusSPol(cAramaic.com website, at the Fo”owing fink:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/DVDs/DVD-Alphabet-Ashuri

ldca”g you should subscribe to JesusSPol(eAramaic.com to get full
access to the whole series of accomPanging video lessons, or bug the
DVD, or both. You can subscribe usingthe link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

While this book is designed to be used for sel{:~stu<:|9 or in a classroom
situation, there are many concep’cs that can rea“g on[g be taught bg
watching the above video lessons on the website. For examl:)le, learning
how to read, write and pronounce the letters is much easier when you
have access to the video lessons. On the other hand, this book allows
you to read through the material at your leisure, studg it, and write

your own notes on thc Pages.

To make the best Progress)just start at the beginning, and keeP going!
It sounds obvious, but most People dont do that... ’c]ﬂeg either don't
start, or start but do not keeP going because the task seems so big!
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Work your way s’ceadi!g through the lessons, Practice the material,
watch the video lessons, and keep going, That way, you will make goocl
progress, and you will be readg to make even further progress in your

Aramaic studies.



How Dirricult Is ARAMAIC TO LEARN? 7

How Ditficult Is Aramaic To
Learn?

AM SURE you have alrcadg seen the letters of the Aramaic
Alphabe’c, Pcrhaps in the context of Biblical Aramaic, or through
the pages of the Peshitta New Testament, the Peshitta Old

Testament or the Targums. Here is an cxamplc of the 'Hebrew' Ashuri

Aramaic scriPt which we will be learning in this book:
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Perhaps you have alreaclg tried to learn the Aramaic Alphabe’c or even
some Aramaic grammar. In these lessons on the Aramaic Alp]’]abe’c, you
will gradua“y be introduced to each of the Aramaic letters in turn, how
to write them, and how to pronounce them. We often compare the
Aramaic letters to their corrcsPonding Hebrew letters, because if you

know Hebrew, [earningAramaic will be much easier.

You can watch the accompanying video for this lesson from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Lessons/Aramaic—-Alphabet/How-
Difficult-to-Learn

if the Aramaic Alphabet is new to you, at first evergthing will seem
strange and unfamiliar. Because the Aramaic letters look so different
from English, many People assume that Aramaic must be a difficult

languagc to learn.

But once you have overcome the initial shock of how different the
Aramaic Alphabet looks when comParcd with English, how strange the
letters seem and how different the vocabu!arg and sounds of the
language are, Aramaic rea”g isn't any harder to learn than any other

language.

In fact, Aramaic is Perhaps caster to learn than other languages,
because the working vocabularg is relativclg small, and certain
fundamental concePts run all the way through the language from
beginning to end. Once you know the Aramaic Alphabet, evergthing
tends to fall into Place, and progress in actua”g reacling and
unclerstancling the Aramaic of the Peshitta, Biblical Aramaic or the
Targums can be surPrisingly fast. If you sgstema’cica”y work your way
through all these lessons (and iclea”g watch the video lessons on the
JesusSPokeAramaic.com website), one dag you will find that you can
Piclc up the Peshitta New Testament and other writings in Aramaic, and
understand the Aramaic. You will be able to aPPreciate the clePth and
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wisdom of the Biblical writings much be’cter, and understand the true
worth and wealth of the Holg Scriptures.

There is a Hebrew Provcrb, Kol techilot kas/wt, which means All
begfnnfngs are dithcult. Starting to learn the Aramaic Alphabe’c will be
difficult at first, but if you take it step bg step, you will soon be amazed
at how much progress you have made. The hardest step, however, is to

actua”g begin, and to learn the Aramaic AIPhabet.

The more progress you make, the easier ’cl'lejourncg will get. It's well
worth the effort. What could be more wonderful and exciting than to
Pick up the Aramaic New Testament, and understand the actual words
spoken }39 Jesus, or Paul? A translation of the Aramaic, however goocl,
is onlg a translation, and does not convey the beautg and majesty of
the original insPired and God-breathed ScriPtures. Reacling a
translation is like Iooking at a Pl’xotocopy of a beautiful work of art —
but no’clﬁing is more beautiful and awe—inspiring than looking at the
original inall its dcptl‘n and beauty.

Although all beginnings are harcl} thejourneg is worthwhile and will be
more rewarcling than you can Possiblg imagjne. Alongsicle Hebrew,
Aramaic is one of the Holg Languages of the Bible, gven }39 God to
man to reveal His Word. However difficult the Pa’cl'l might be, and with all
humilitg, set your heart to understand Aramaic, starting with the
Alphabe’c.

Aramaic is a Fascinating Ianguage, full of beautg and simplicitg and yet
Powencul enouglﬂ to express the complexities of a modern civilization.
Like Hebrew, it is still spokcn todag‘ Not only will the s’cudg of Aramaic
allow you to read the Aramaic New Testament in its original language
after the passage of thousands of years, but you will also be receiving
a solid foundation in Iearning Hebrew. And Hebrew is the gateway to
leaming the Tar\a\ch, the Hebrew Bible. Hebrew and Aramaic together
are the languages God has used to reveal His Worcl, in both the Old

and New Testaments.
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So what are you waiting for? Start learning the Aramaic Alphabe’c
todag!



INTRODPUCTION TO THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET AND SCRIPTS Al

Introduction To The Aramaic
Alphabe’c And Scripts

S YOU MAY know from my book “Discover Aramaic — The
Bible's SECOND Ho{y Language” (available as a free
download from the website) Aramaic has a long and
c]is’cinguishec] history, going back more than 4000 years. Though
world emPires have come and gone, though world leaders have risen
and Fa”en, though Aramaic itself has survived as it has watched many
other of the world's languages disaPPear into the mists of time, we
have seen that Aramaic is still spoken toclag, and is still recognisablg
the same language as it aiwags was, down through more than Fortg

centuries of human history.

You can download the book Discover Aramaic — The Bible’s SECOND Holy
Language from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/Books/Discover-Aramaic-Book

Nothing remains the same over such a long Period of time, and Aramaic
is No exception. As Aramaic has been spoken, written and used across
many different continents and countries, writing stgles have inevitab[g
Changecl. if we compare Aramaic with English, we find that a similar
thing has haPPened to English, too. If you compare a modern Printed
book with an carlg Tgnda!e New Testament, or an ear!g Geneva Bible or
King James Bible, the shape and form of English letters has changccl
so much that most People, without a lot of Practicc, would find it
difficult to read the text of an old Bible.

Similarlg) if we compare modern Printed Hebrew Bibles to the scriPt
used in the Dead Sea Scro”s, for instance, we find that (althoug}’x theg
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are still basica”g the same letters) the scriPt used in the Dead Sea
Scrolls is also noticeablg cliFFerent, and not easy to read without some

Practice and cxPericncc.

You can watch the accompanying video for this lesson from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Lessons/Aramaic-Alphabet/Intro-to-
Scripts

In the same way, Aramaic has had a number of different scriP’cs over
the years (or over the centuries, and over the rni”ennia!). For an
unclerstancling of Aramaic texts related to the Biblc, the most
imPortant scriPt is commonly known as the Hebrew Ashuri scriPt. This
is the script found in the Tanakh (or Hebrew Bible), in Biblical Aramaic,
as well as the Aramaic Targums. It is sometimes used for Printed copies
of the Peshitta Old Testament and the Peshitta New Testament. Ashuri
is also the scriPt used to write Hebrew in Israel toclag, making it a useful
and vita”g imPortant script to learn. This is why we devote so much
attention to it, with separate videos for each letter in turn sl'lowing you
how to write the letter. Learning the Hebrew Ashuri scriPt will repay all
your efforts.

lronica”g, the "Hebrew" Ashuri script is ac’cua”g (origina”g) Aramaic.
Prior to the Babglonian exile, the Israelites used an older Hebrew
scrip’c, known as Paleo~Hebrew, which was closclg related to the old
Phoenician characters. "Ashuri" means "Assyrian’, and the Israelites
adopted the Aramaic or Assgrian scriPt Fo”owing the Babglonian exile.
It has remained with Israel ever since. Thus, as we stucl9 the Ashuri
scriPt, we are actuallg stuclying a scril:)t that was used for Aramaic to

begin with. We have come full circle.

An examplc of the 'Hebrew' Ashuri script, s"lowing the initial Hebrew of
Daniel chapter 2, followed by the Aramaic Portion inverse 4 — all in the

same Ashuri script that you will learn in this book — is shown below:
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While the Hebrew Ashuri script remained in use for many centuries, and
is still used toclag, Aramaic slowlg ac]optecl other scripts over time. The
next most imPortant of these is Estrangela, which is closclg associated
with Syriac, the dialect of Aramaic most commonlg used in the Peshitta
Old Testament and the Peshitta New Testament.

Estrangela is reasonably similar to the Hebrew Ashuri scriPt, and as
you will find in the series of lessons on the JesusSPokeAramaic.com
website dedicated to it, many of the letters are ncarly the same, others

are somewhat similar, while others are entirelg different. In Estrangela
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we also see an intermediate stage in the development of writing, in that
Estrangela is alrnost a stage between the Hebrew Aslﬂuri scriPt (where
letters stand alone and are ncverjoinecl) and Arabic (where letters
have different forms depending on whether t]ﬁeg are separate orjoined

with other lettcrs, and some letters have elaborate Forms).

An example of the Estrangela scriPt, showing the first few verses of

John's GosPel, is shown below:
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Over time, Aramaic also used Serta script, which is an aclaptation of

Estrange!a, which Visuallg looks even closer to Arabic. In Fact, at a
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glance) many People unfamiliar with either Ianguage would Probablg
say that a page of the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament in Serta scriPt
looked much like a page of Arabic. But, as we shall see, Serta is a
modified form of Estrangela. Once you know the Estrangela script,

theremcorc, Sertais casy to learn.

An example of the Serta script, showing the oPening verses from

Mark's Gospel, is shown below:
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Over time, another Aramaic scriPt came to be used, which is called

Swadaga, or Eastern script.

An example of the Swadaya scriPt, showing the oPening verses of

Genesis in the Old Testament, is shown below:
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Itis imPortant to understand that the scriPt used for Aramaic does not
affect the Ianguagc itself, and scripts are intercl'langcable. The
Aramaic Alphabe’c is exactlg the same, regarc”ess of which scriPt it is
written in. The Aramaic New Testament, for examPIc, can be found in
the Hebrew Ashuri scriPt, in Estrangela, in Serta and in Swaclaga
scriPts. The Aramaic itsehc) its words and its meaning, are exactlg the
same no matter what scriPt it is written in. It is largclg a matter of
Personal PreFercnce (and historical accuracy) which script is used for
the various Aramaic texts related to the Bible. The Ashuri scriPt is the
most well known, but the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website contains full
coverage of the Ashuri, Estrangela, Serta and Swadaga scriPts in their

own seParate series O{: ICSSOI’IS.

At this stage, you migh’c be wondcring if you are expectcc] to learn ALL
the Aramaic scripts? That, of course, is entirelg a matter of Personal

choice. It also depcnds on what texts you are Primarilg interested in. If
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your interest lies entirelg in Biblical Aramaic ancl/or the Aramaic
Targums, then you will have no need to ever learn the Estrarlgela, Serta
and Swadaga scripts‘ if, on the other hand, your interest lies with the
Peshitta Old an&/or New Testaments, then you should deﬁnitelg start
learning the Hebrew Ashuri scriPt. It is the foundation for all further
leaming. However, if you want to progress further with the Peshitta
old an&/or New Testaments, you will find that many resources (such as
grammars and lexicons) are onlg available in the other scriPts. it you
don't learn those scriP’cs, you won't be able to use those resources. As
your interest in Aramaic grows and you want to learn more, you will find
that leaming each of the other scri[:)ts isa Progrcssive!y easy step from
the one bexcore, and will greatlg expand the list of resources that you

are now able to access.

The recommended Path in learning the Aramaic AIPhabet is the
Fo“owing:

1. Learn the Hebrew Ashuri scrip’c — itis the most imPortant and

the foundation for all further learning,

2. Then learn the Estrangela script (but only if you want to).
3. Then learn the Serta script (only if you want to).

4. Then learn the Swadaya script (only if you want to).

This is the aPProach we recommend at Jesus SPolce Aramaic, and this
is the fastest, easiest and most beneficial Path to take, as you continue

3ourjourney into the world of Aramaic.

There is a Proverb, "Ajourneg of a thousand miles begins with a single
step.” At first, the idea of Icarning the Aramaic alphabct) and the
several scripts associated with it, will seem a daunting task. Many
People will not even begin atask if it looks clauntingl But ajourneg of a
thousand miles is also a daunting task, but it all begins with taking the
first step, thenjust keePinggoing.

So, too, with Aramaic, it is imPortant to get started. Don't be put off
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bg how much there is to learn. We have designe& these lessons so that
you can begin at the begirming, start with a single video lesson, then
st keep going. Everything is delivered in bite-sized chunks that you
j p going, Everything y

can master one step at a time, with each stepjust one step more from
the one before. Just as ajoumcg of a thousand miles bcgins with the

ﬁrs’c StCP, gOU Wl” SOon lOOl( back anc] see I"IOW Fargou have come.

But it all begins with a sing’e s’ceP. without t]ﬂa’c, there is nojourney.

And if there is nojourneg, there is no fun.

Aramaic WILL be a ?unjoumcg But ﬁrst, you need to take the first
stcP...
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How To Write The Aramaic
Letters

N THE FOLLOWING series of lessons, we are going to look at each
of the letters of the Aramaic Alphabe’c in turn, and see how to write
them. Before we do that, however, it will hclp if we remind ourselves
how to write English, and then compare that to how things are done in
Aramaic. ComParing Aramaic with what you alreadg know — Englislﬁ -
will help you to “sPo’c the cligerences”, and this, in turn, will make it

easier for you to learn the Aramaic alPhabe’c.

Solet's compare how we write English letters, and compare that to how

we write Aramaic.

Englislﬁ is written from left to rig"lt. You start at the leﬁt, and work your

way towards the rigl']t as you write each letter.
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Aramaic, however) is the oPPosite. You start at the rig]'xt, and work your
way towards the left.

Thus, when writing Aramaic, you start at the top of the letter, on the
right-hand side, and gcncra”9 try to write in a continuous motion,
going clockwise (heading towards the [emc’c) and trging to write the letter
so that you finish at the bottom of the letter, heacling slightlg further
towards the left of the page, reacly for the next letter. This, of course,
is the oPPositC to Englis]ﬂl

11 7 3
==
=
L=
70 120 6 8l 2 4
9 5 7

When you look at the way the Aramaic letters are written in the
Fo”owing lessons, try to remember this right~to~lemct, circulating motion.
The Picture shown above illustrates the motion that you are trying to

achieve.

A Video Lesson showing showing you how to actually write Aramaic, plus the earlier
lessons, is available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

You mig"lt think it is easier to write the Aramaic letters in another way.
This is because you have been writing, English all your lhce, and have
gotten used to the way you write things in English. It takes time to
acla[:)t to the new way that Aramaic does thingsl

Just as English letters sometimes have small but imPortant differences
between thcm, so Aramaic letters often have small but important
differences between them. We will Point out these differences during
the lessons. But the imPortant Point is — pay attention to the detail we
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Provicle for each letter. The differences between letters are imPortant!

This introcluctorg lesson will helP you as you go tlﬂrough the Fo“owing

lessons for each of the Aramaic letters in turn.
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Letter Alap

N THIS SERIES of lessons, we are going to take you through each
of the letters of the Aramaic Alphabet in turn. We will exPlain
evergthing you need to know about the Aramaic Ietter, and we will

show you how to write it.
Solet's get started!
The first letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called AlaP, Pronounced a-

/a ) similar to "a la [rouncl the racetrack]". It corresPoncls to the
Hebrew letter Alef. The letters in the Aramaic AIPhabet are almost
identical to those in Hebrew, but have slightlg different names and
sometimes slightlg different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter AIaP looks like:

You can watch a sample Video Lesson sl'lowing you how to read, write
and pronounce the letter Alap from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Lessons/Aramaic-Alphabet/Letter-Alap

Let's learn some more about AlaP.

Alap does not have a sound of its own, but instead carries the sound

of the vowel below or after it. We will discuss vowels in a later lesson,
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where this will become clearer.

it AlaP comes Par’c way throug]ﬂ a word, itis Pronounced by stoPPing
temPorarilg and starting again, in a similar way to the Englisl'x words re-
educate or re~clo, where there is a slight pause after the initial ‘e’
sounds. For this reason, Alap is referred to as a gut’cura[ [etter,
meaning that it is Pronouncecl from the throat. AIaP, along with the
other gut’curals, has a number of sPeciaI Proper’cies. You will discover
these Properties when you go throug}'l the lessons on Aramaic

grammar.

Aramaic has a method of re[:)rescnting letters as numbers. This is called
Gematria. With Gematria, cach Aramaic letter has a numerical
equivalent, so that numbers can be written using letters. AIaP has the

numerical value of 1, sinceitis the first letter of the Aramaic Alphabe’c.

The Picturc below shows you how to write Alap with an orc{inary pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric“ines:

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to help you write the
letter Alap.
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AlaP Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter AlaP‘

Practice makes Pcnccctl

Y ARV ARV ARV AR A
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Letter Beet

N THESE LESSONS, we are going to take you through each of the
letters of the Aramaic Alphabet in turn. We will exPlain evergt]ﬂing
you need to know about the Aramaic Iettcr, and we will show you

how to write it. So let's l«:eP going!
The second letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Beet, Pronouncecl

[’Jeat, to rhgme with words such as meet, seat or feet. It corres[:)onds to
the Hebrew letter Bet, or Beth, in the Hebrew Alphabe’c. The letters in
the Aramaic Alplﬂabet are almost identical to those in Hebrew, but have

slightly different names and sometimes sligh’cly different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Beet looks like:

You can watch a sample Video Lesson showing you how to read, write

and pronounce the letter Beet from the link below:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Lessons/Aramaic-Alphabet/Letter-Beet
Let's learn some more about Beet.

Beet is one of several Aramaic letters that take a dot in the middle. This
dotis very imPortant and is called a Dagesh. When it appears, the dot
or Dagesh changes the Pronunciation of the letter. With the dot, Beet
s Pronouncecl 'b' as in words such as b f bat, ball or Ben. Without the
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dot, itis Pronouncecl V' as in the words very, va//ey or vineyara’.

Here are the two versions of Beet:

3 with the dot, Pronounced b

: without the clot, Pronouncecl V'

Since Beet is the second letter of the Aramaic Alphabet, it has the

Gematria (nurnerical value) of 2.

lncidenta”y, the English word Alphabe’t comes from the names of the
two Aramaic letters that we have jus’c met — AlaP and Beet. From
Aramaic, the letters became Alpha and Beta in Greek, where much of
Eng!islﬁ came from. Can you hear how similar they sound — Alpha Beta,
Alphabe’c’?

This is just one example to show t]ﬂat, thousands of years later,
Hebrew and Aramaic have influenced the world's languages so much
that Englis"l has aclopted the original names of the Hebrew and
Aramaic letters! In fact, the names of the first few letters of the Greek
alphabe’c (Alpha) Beeta, Gamma, Delta) come from the names of the
first few letters in the Hebrew and Aramaic alphabets, Alap) Beet,
Gamal) Dalat!

As you are introduced to the other Aramaic letters, you will see that
there is a great deal of similaritg between the order of the letters in the
Aramaic A[Phabet, and the order of the letters in the Eng[ish all:)habet.

This is no coincidence!

The Picture below shows you how to write Beet with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg top and bottom gric”ines:
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Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to he[P you write the
letter Beet.
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Beet Practice Page

Coprj this page as many times as you like, and use it to Practice writing the letter Beet.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

1J

1J U

1J

1]
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| etter Gamal

HE THIRD letter of the Aramaic Alpnabe’c is called Gamal,
Pronouncecl GA-mal, a little bit like Ca-mel. Gamal
corresPonds to the Hebrew letter Gimel in the Hebrew
Alphabct. There is a one-to-one corresPondcncc between the letters
of the Aramaic Alpnabet and those of the Hebrew Alpnabet, but
sometimes tneg have slightlg different names or s[ightlﬂ different

souncls.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Gamal looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Gamal is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Gamal.

Gamal origina”9 had different Pronunciations for the versions with and
without the dot. But todag, Gamal is alwags Pronounced with a 'g
sound, like the words G/Zga/, gir/ or garc/en. The word Gamal comes from
the Aramaic word gama/, meaning Camc/, and this word has come down

to the Englisn with onlg a s[ig]']t cl’xange in the Pronunciation.
Here is what Gamal looks like with and without the dot:
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3 with the dot, Pronounced 'g

J without the dot, Pronounced 'g

Gamal is the third letter of the Aramaic Alplﬂabet, and therefore has

the Gematria (numerical value) of 3.

Gamal is one of the four Hebrew/Aramaic
letters on the Dreidel, which is a sPinning top

used for Playing games cluring the festival of
Hanukkah.

The Picture below shows you how to write Gamal with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg ’cop and bottom gridlincs:

T

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to help you write the

letter Gamal.
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Gamal Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter

Gamal. Practice makes Pcmcect!

1 s L1s Ls Ls L5
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| etter Dalat

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Dalat,
Pronouncecl DA-lat. It corresPoncls to the Hebrew letter
Dalet in the Hebrew Alphabe’c.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Dalat looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Dalat is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Dalat.

Like a number of other Aramaic [etters, Dalat used to have two
Pronunciations, depending on whether or not it had a dot inside it. But
toclag, it is alwags Pronounced with a 'd' sound, like the words David,
day or a’og.

Here is what Dalat looks like with and without the dot:

1 with the dot, Pronounced d'
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1 without the dot, Pronounced d'

Dalat is the fourth letter of the Aramaic Alphabc’c, and therefore has

the Gematria (numerical value) of 4.

The Picture below shows you how to write Dalat with an orclinary pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:

1

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to }’IClP you write the
letter Dalat.
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Dalat Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter Dalat.

Practice makes Pcnccct!

i |

-

4
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| etter Heh

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Heh)
ronounced to rhyme with words such as hen or pen, but
without the final n'. 1t correslaonds to the letter Heh in the

Hebrew Alphabct.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Heh looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Heh is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Heh.

Heh is norma”g Pronouncecl with a 'h' sound, like the words Hc[)ron,
Haman or hostile. But if Heh comes at the end of an Aramaic worcl, it
cannot be Pronounced as 'h' because 'h' does not have enougl'l power
to act as a proper sound. When it occurs at the end of an Aramaic
word, ther@core, Heh is 5implg Pronounced with the vowel of the
Previous letter, which is usua”g a' or 'e'. This situation is identical to
what happens with words such as Hannah or Sarah in Englislﬂ — the

final 'h' is not vocalised and the last sound is the vowel ‘a'.

Heh is the fifth letter of the Aramaic Alplﬁabc’t, and therefore has the
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Gematria (numerical value) omcf.

Heh is one of the four Hebrew//\ramaic letters on the Dreiclel, which is
a sPinning ’cop used for Plaginggames cluring the festival of Hanukkah.

The Picture below shows you how to write Heh with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gridlines:

3L |I I‘L

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to ]'KZIP you write the
letter Heh.



Heh Practice Page

Colog this page as many times as you M«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Heh.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

i

i

i

i

i
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Letter Waw

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic AIPhabe’c is called Waw,
Pronouncecl very similar to the Englislﬂ expression wow! but
with ‘a’ in the middle of the word instead of ‘o'. It corresponcls
to the letter Vav in the Hebrew Alphabct. The letters in the Aramaic
Alphabc’c are almost identical to those in Hebrew, but have sligl']tly

different names and sometimes slightly different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Waw looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Waw is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Waw.

In Biblical times, Waw was Pronounce& with a 'w' sound, like the words
water or west. In Hebrew, however, the 'w' changed to 'v' because ‘w' is
a weak sound and loses its impact in many words. Thus, Waw would at
one stage have been Pronounced as waw in Hebrew too. But in Israel

toclag, this letter is alwags Pronouncecl as'v'.

As we will see later when we come to look at the Aramaic vowels, Waw

sometimes acts as a vowel instead of a consonant, in which case it is
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not Pronouncecl as 'w' but instead takes the sound of its vowel. If there
is a dot inside the Waw, it is Pronounced '00' like the words looo/or fool.
if the dot is at the top left of the letter, it is Pronounced ‘o' like the
words pot or dot. This is explaine& further in our lessons on the

Aramaic vowels.

Here is the orclinary form of Waw, P[us the two s[:)ecial forms which are

actua”g vowels rather than the letter 'w':

1 the ordinarg letter, Pronouncecl w' (or'v')
q dot inthe middle, Pronouncecl ‘00’

1 dot at the top IeFt, Pronounced kel

Waw is the sixth letter of the Aramaic Alphabet. It therefore aIwaHs has
the Gematria (numerical value) of 6, regarc”ess of whether it is being

USCC] as a consonant or a VOWC!.

The Picture below shows you how to write Waw with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gridlines:

K

Make sure you use the xcollowing Practice Page to help you write the

letter Waw.
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Waw Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter Waw.

Practice makes Pcnccct!

858 8

—8 — 8.

— 8.
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Letter chn

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic A[Phabet is called Zeyn,
Pronounced ze-yeen. It correspon&s to the Hebrew letter
Zagin in the Hebrew Alplﬂabet. Remember that the letters in
the Aramaic AIP]'labet are almost identical to those in chrew, but have

slightly different names and sometimes slight!g different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Zegn looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Zeyn is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Zegn.

Zegn is Pronouncecl 'z, like the words Zcbu/un, zebra or xy/olo/‘)onc. It
has the Gematria (numerical value) of 7, since it is the seventh letter of
the Aramaic Aiphabet.

lnciclentaug) the sounds of the letters in the Aramaic Alphabe’c alwags
come from their names. So AlaP is Pronouncecl ‘a', Beet is Pronounce&
'b‘, Gamal is Pronounced 'g), Dalat is Pronouncecl d, Heh is ‘]’1‘, Waw is
W, Zeyn is 'z, and so on. Knowing, this makes it much easier to

remember both the names and the Aramaic letters!
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The picture below shows you how to write Zeyn with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg top and bottom gric“ines:

T’gl

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to help you write the
letter Zegn‘
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Z,egn Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you Iil«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Zeyn.

Practice makes Pcnccct!
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| etter Chet

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Chet. Now,
this is a difficult letter to pronounce for PeoPle who only
sPeak Englis]ﬂ, because this sound does not natura”g occur
in Englisl'l. The sound is kind of like a rougrl 'h sound, which is half way
between 'h' (as in house or Hannah) and ‘ch' (as in the Scottish foch or

the German Bac/7). It is similar to the name Juanin SPanisH

So, as we have said, this sound does not normallg occur in English. Itis
Proclucecl bg saging 'h' from the back of the throat and closing the
throa’c, sliglﬁtlg choking the sound. The best way for an Englislﬂ
speaker to pronounce the sound is to imagjne that you are brea’c‘ning
onto your hands to warm them upona cold winter dag, but Proclucing
the sound further back in the throat. Or imagjne you can hear

someone breathing r;eavilg into a Phone line.

The letter Chet in Aramaic corresponds to the Hebrew letter Chet.
with many Hebrew and Aramaic sPeakers across the Middle East
todag, the letter Chet has lost its original sound and tends to be
Pronounced as 'ch’ as in the words loch or 53(:/7, because some Peo[:)le
are unable to articulate the correct 'h' sound. Arabic sPeakers and
many Jews from Arab countries find it casy to make the sound
correctlg. In Particular, Yemenite Jews are recognized as sPeaking
‘correct’ or authentic sound, with the original Pronuncia’cion of all the

letters intact after all these years.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Chet looks like:
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A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Chet is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Chet.

Chet is a spccial lct’cer, called a guttural. This means that it is
Pronounced from the throat, and because of this it has a number of
special Properties)J'ust like the other gutturals in Aramaic. You will learn
more about the gutturals in future lessons, but for now note the

Fo”owing Points:

. Che’c, like the other Aramaic gutturals, never takes the clo’c, or
dagesh, inside it.

o I Chet occurs at the end of an Aramaic word, it is Pronounced
after the final vowel, not before as you would expec’c. For
examPle) the Aramaic word ruach meaning, wind or s[:)irit, is

Pronouncecl ru~ac/7, not ru~c/)a, because it has a Chet at the

CI’]CI.

Chet has the Gematria (numerical value) of 8.

The Picture below shows you how to write Chet with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:
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alr‘l

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to he[P you write the
letter Chet.




LerTER CHET 47

Chet Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you like, and use it to Practice writing the letter Chet.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

a4 1 1 1 1
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L etter Tet

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabe’c is called Tet,
Pronouncecl tet. It corresPonds exactlg to the Hebrew letter
Tet in the Hebrew Alphabct.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Tet looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Tet is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Tet.

Tet is Pronouncecl with a hard '+ sound, as in the words fabernac/e,

time and terrible.

Tet has the Gematria (numerical value) of 9, since it is the ninth letter of
the Aramaic Alphabc’c.

The picture below shows you how to write Tet with an ordinary pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:



LerTer TeT 49

2 I

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to he[P you write the
letter Tet.
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Tet Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you like, and use it to Practice writing the letter Tet.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

G G G GG
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L etter Yud

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Yud,
Pronounceclyoa’ oryooa’. It corresPonds to the Hebrew
letter Yod in the Hebrew Alphabe’c.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Yud looks like:

9

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Yud is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's leam some more about Yud.

When Yud is used as a consonant, it is Pronounced with a 'y’ sound, like

the WOI”dS\yOI?G’@/’”J yokc orye//ow.

Yud has the Gematria (numerical value) of 10, since it is the tenth letter
of the Aramaic Alplﬁabet.

lnciclenta”g, names of People and Places in the Bible which start with
the letter T, such as Jacob, James, Jose[:)h, Juclah, Jerusalem or
Jehovah, genera”g start with the Aramaic or Hebrew letter Yud. The
letter J is used in English Bibles rather than 'y’ for Yud because Latin
has no letter 'y’ and so it used ' instead. So when the Latin Vulga’ce
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came along, followed ]33 other Latin Bibles and ManuscriP’cs, Latin
used the letter 7' instead of y'.

When English Bibles were Producec] la’cer, tlﬁeg borrowed I’xeavilg from
the Latin Vulgate, and so names which started with " in Latin were
changcd to 7' in English, because genera”g the version of the names
with j sounded better in English, and the names with J were alreaclg in
common use. Once those names aPPearecJ in Printed English Bibles,
tlﬂeg became fixed ever after. And so now, where a name starts with
Yud in Hebrew and Aramaic, the Englis"l version of the name nearlg

alwags starts with J

You might also be interested in knowingthat the letter Yud is mentioned

in the New Testament. In Matthew's gosPel, Jesus says:

Matt. 5:18; “For verilg | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”

The ‘ot in this verse refers to the letter Yod. It is the smallest letter in
the Hebrew and Aramaic AlPhabet, so Jesus is saying that not one
let’cer) and not one ting cletail, will pass from the Law or Torah, until he

fulfills evergthing.

: : _:'1.' i _|' The ‘tittle' in this verse is
ﬁﬁg ¥§b£§% rc)ccrring to the tagin, the

crowns or c]ecoration, that

g
n‘%&: traditional Jewish scribes

S added to certain letters when

tlﬂeg wrote a Synagoguc Scroll. These crowns are shown in the Picture

Sl’IOWI’] I"ICFC.

We have seen, then, that Yud is Pronounced with a y' sound when it is
used as a consonant. Sometimes in Aramaic, however, Yud is used as
the vowel (Pronounced ‘ee’ as in the words feel or ree/) if there is a
dot below the Previous letter. A good examplc of this is in the different
sPc”ings of the name David that occur Freclucntlg in both Hebrew and
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Aramaic...

In books such as Samuel or Kings, David is sPel’c like this:

7 1 j Davicl, Pronounced Da-veed

whereas in books such as Chronicles and Nehemiah, David is sPel’c with

the addition of the letter Yud acting as a vowel to make the i' sound:

j ) 1 j David, Pronouncecl Da-veed

In both cases, the actual Pronunciation of David remains the same —
but, as we will see in the lessons about the Aramaic vowels, the Yud is

often used as a vowel to make the Aramaic easier to read.

The Picture below shows you how to write Yud with an orc]inary pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:

=T

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to }’IClP you write the
letter Yud.
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Yud Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you Iil«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Yud.

Practice makes Pcnccct!

’




LerTER YUD 55

Well done! You now know the first 10 letters of the Aramaic AIPhabet.
You should now be able to read the tablets of stone shown here.

Tablets like this are a common sigl'xt in Jewish houses.

1
T
T3
0
".

S 4%

Theg are a reminder of the Ten Commandments given in Exodus
cha[:)ter 20 and Deuteronomy chapter 5. Theg show the first ten letters
of the Hebrew AlPhabct to rePresent each of the ten commandments.
Since the Aramaic alPhabet is the same as the Hebrew alphabe’c, you

can now read these letters!

You are rca”y making Progressl One more letter, and you will be half

way through the Aramaic Alphabetl
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Letter KaP

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called KaP,

Pronouncecl similar to the word cap, as in baseball cap. It

corresponcls to the Hebrew letter Kaf in the Hebrew
Alphabct. As we have said before, letters in the Aramaic Alphabc’c are
almost identical to those in the Hebrew Alphabe’c, but have slightlg
different names and sometimes slightly different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter KaP looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Kap is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Kap.

Kap is one of several Aramaic letters which has two Pronunciations,
depcncling on whether it has the dot, or Dagcsh, inside it. If it has a
dot, it is Pronounced with a hard 'k’ sound, like the words C/7ronic/es,
calfor kill if there is no dot, itis Pronouncec} 'ch' like the Scottish word
loch or the German Bach (but never, ever ‘ch' as in words such as
church, cheese, chat or charm) . There is no ‘ch’ sound in Aramaic. If
you see an Aramaic word with the letters ‘ch’ toge’cl'xer, it will be Kap,
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and it should be Pronounced as 'CH, as in loch or Bach.

Here are the two versions of KaP:

D with the dot, Pronouncc& ke

: without the dot, Pronounced 'ch'

There is one other important thing about the Aramaic letter KaP. Five
of the letters in the Aramaic AIPhabet, inclucling KaP) have a sPecial
form when theg occur at the end of an Aramaic word. If these letters
occur at the start or in the middle of an Aramaic word, then nothing
spccial happens — but if thcy occur at the end, then the sPecial form
must be used instead. We will tell you which Aramaic letters have this

special form when you ge’c to them.

Here, then) is the special form of the Aramaic letter KaP when it occurs
at the end of a word:

7 the form of Kap at the end of a word

When Kap occurs at the end of a word in Aramaic, it is sometimes

Pronounced with the harder sound, 'k'. This is the oPPositc to Hebrew,
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where the Hebrew letter Kaf aIwags has a soft sound when it occurs at

the end of a Hebrew word.

Both the normal and final forms of KaP have the Gematria (numerical
value) of 20.

The Picture below shows you how to write KaP with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg top and bottom gric”ines:

.':f .—*j

Make sure you use the xco”owing Practice Page to help you write the
letter KaP.
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KaP Practice Page

Colog this page as many times as you M«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Ka[:x

Practice makes Pcnccctl

W

U _1 U

|
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| etter Lamad

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabe’c is called Lamad,
Pronouncecl LA-macl) with the emphasis on the first sg”able,
la. 1t corresPonds to the Hebrew letter Lamed in the Hebrew
Alphabct. The letters in the Aramaic Alplﬁabe’c are almost identical to
those in Hebrew, but have slightlg different names and sometimes

slightly different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Lamad looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Lamad is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Lamad.

Lamad is Pronouncecl with a ' sound, like the words Laban, ke, lame

or /68 ve.

Lamad is the onlg Aramaic [etter where Part o1c the letter goes above

the horizontal guicle[ines.

Lamad has the Gematria (numcrical value) of 30. You will notice that

the numerical values of the Aramaic letters now g0 from 10 to 90 (10,
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20,%0, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90). When they reach 100, they go 100, 200,
300 then 400.

The Picture below shows you how to write Lamad with an orc{inary pen,
and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:
|

2

1’3

N

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to help you write the
letter Lamad.
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|_.amad Practice Page

Copy this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to practice writing the letter
PY pag Y Y P pat
Lamad. Practice makes Pcmccctl

N

~

~
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Letter Meem

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Meem,

Pronouncecl a similar way to the English words seem or beam.

Meem corresPonds to the Hebrew letter Mem in the Hebrew
Alphabct. As we have alreac]g seen, the letters in the Aramaic Alphabet
are almost identical to those in Hebrew, but have slightlg different
names and sometimes slightlg different sounds.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Meem looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Meem is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Meem.

Like Kap, Meem is one of the Aramaic letters with a special form when it
occurs at the end of a word.

Here is what the final form looks like:
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This final form is very square Iooking. It is not rounded. It does not £0

below the line. It sits within the lines,just like the regu!ar form of Meem.

Meem is Pronounced with a 'm’ sound, like the words Moses,

MECAIDC/E/? or mountain.

Both forms of Meem have the Gematria (numerical value) of 40. That's
easy to remember — Meem s for Moses, and Moses was on mount Sinai
for40 days.

The Picture below shows you how to write Meem with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom grid[ines:

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to he[P you write the

letter Meem.
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Meem Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Meem.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

U O o O o




66 LEARN THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET — 'HEBREW' ASsHURI SCRIPT

Letter Noon

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabe’c is called Noon,
Pronouncecl noon, to rhgme with words such as soon or

moon. It corresponds to the Hebrew letter Nun in the Hebrew

Alphabct.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Noon looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Noon is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Noon.

Noon is Pronounced with a 'n’ sound, like the words Naaman, Nahum or
Noah.

Like Kap and Meem, Noon is one of the Aramaic letters with a special

Form when it occurs at the encl o{: a worcl.

Here is what the final form looks like:
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The final form has a tail, or descender, which goes below the line.

Noon is one of the four Aramaic letters on the Dreidel, which is a

sPinning toP used for P!aginggames cluring the festival of Hanukkah.
Both forms of Noon have the Gematria (numerical Value) of 50.

The Picture below shows you how to write Noon with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg top and bottom gric“ines:

g r (g r

(——l

Make sure you use the xco”owing Practice Page to help you write the

letter Noon.
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Noon Practice Page

Colog this page as many times as you Iil«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Noon.

Practice makes Pcnccct!
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| etter Semkat

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Semkat,
Pronouncecl a little bit like "same cat", but with sem instead of
same. It corresPonds to the Hebrew letter Samech in the
Hebrew Alpl’xabet. The letters in the Aramaic Alphabct are almost
identical to those in Hebrew, but have slightlg different names and
sometimes slightly different sounds. In this case, you can tell that the
letters have similar names (Samech and Semkat) but are not quite the

same.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Semkat looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Semkat is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Semkat.

Semkat is Pronouncec] witha's’ sound, like the words 56/5/7, serpent or

slave.
lncidcnta”y, if you are tlﬂinking that Semkat looks cxactlg ke the
Greek letter Sigma, only Poin’cing to the left instead of the righ’c, then

you are cxac‘cly correct. This is not a coincidence. The Greek language
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stole the Hebrew and Aramaic letters and wrote many of them the
wrong way round, because the Greeks couldn't decide whether to write
from left to righ’c, or from rigl‘l’c to left. For example, the Aramaic letter
Resh looks like the English v but it is Facing the other way. English
co[:)iecl the Greek let’ccrs,Just as Greek coPicd the Aramaic letters! The

world began with Hebrew and Aramaic letters!
Semkat has the Gematria (numerical value) of 0.

The picture below shows you how to write Semkat with an ordinar
P Y Y
pen, and where the letter sits within the imaginary top and bottom
grid!ines:

L)

3

Make sure you use the xcollowing Practice Page to help you write the
letter Semkat.
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Semkat Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter
Semkat. Practice makes Pcr{:cct!

O O o U o
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Letter l"_‘g

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic All:)habet is called Ey,

Pronouncecl a little bit like English word eye but with more of

an ‘e’ at the start, rather than 'a'. It corresponcls to the letter
Ayinin the Hebrew Alphabc’c.

This is another sound which is difficult to pronounce for English
speakers, for the 5imple reason that this sound does not occur in
English. Itis a gut’cural sound. The best way for Eng[ish sPea‘cers to
pronounce this sound is to Pretencl that you are at the cloctor) and the
doctor asks you to say aaaa. But you are at the doctor because
some’ching is wrong, with your throat, and every time you try to say 'a,
the [ong sound is stoPPccl short, and the back of your throat is
restricted, with a sort of choking sound. So the sound comes out as By

rather than a'.

Alternativelg, you can stand in front of a mirror, and say ‘a' but with
your throat constricted, as if you were about to gag sligl’xtlg‘ if you are
doing the sound corrcctly, you should see your Adam's aPPle bob up

and ClOWﬂ.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Eg looks like:
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A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Ey is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Ey.

Like AlaP and Chet, Eyisa spccial letter called a guttural. Its sound is
often described as a vocal glo’ctal stop, meaning, that it is Produced bﬂ
makinga sound similar to the letter ‘a' or ‘e’ but far back in the throat,
and closing the throat during the sound, slig]ﬂtlg choking it. As we have
seen, this sound does not exist in Englis"}. But with a little bit of
Practice and perseverance, there is no reason whg you can't learn to
pronounce the soundjust fine. It is a learnable 5‘<i”,just like cverything

else in life.

e sound o or Ayin is still present in Arabic, a language close
Th d of Ey Ag' is still p t in Arabi | guag | Ig
related to Aramaic. Arabic speakers wi ererore have no problem
lated to Aramaic. Arabi k ill therefore h bl
Pronouncing this letter corrcctly. Yemenite Jews, or Jews from other

Arab countries, can also pronounce the letter Eg corrcctlg.

Like the guttural Chet, Ey or Ayinis often not articulated correctlg bﬂ
Jews who sPeak Aramaic toclag, or }33 Jews who sPeak Hebrew in the
Land of Israel. But that doesn't mean that YOU shouldn't try to

pronounce the letter correctlg!

When you are leaming Aramaic, you should at least try to pronounce
letters like Chet and Ey correctlg. F‘ailing to do so will make it much
harder to sPc” Aramaic words, because you will not be able to use the

sound of the word as a guide to tell you how to sPe” it.

Like AlaP, Ey often carries a vowel with it. Those unable to articulate
Ey corrcctly often treat it as tl’xoug"l it were A!aP.

By has the Gematria (numerical value) of 70.

The Picture below shows you how to write Ey with an orc]inarg pen, and

where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ir\es:
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Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to he[P you write the
letter Ey‘

Also Practise saging the letter Ey to see how well you can pronounce

it. Have some fun while you do this!
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Eg Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you like, and use it to Practice writing the letter Ey.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

C B g g Yy
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Letter Pe

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic AlPhabet is called Pe,
Pronouncecl similar to the words pen or hen but without the

final n. 1t corrcsponcls to the letter Pe in the Hebrew
Alphabct.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Pe looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Pe is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Pe.

Pe has two Pronunciations, chending on whether it has the dot, or
Dages}'l) inside it. If it has a dot, itis Pronounced with a hard P’ sound,
like the words Falestine, Feter, Faul or person. without the dot, it is
Pronouncecl ' like the words fish, Philistine, famine or fool.

Here are the two versions of Pe:

D with the clot, Pronouncecl P
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D without the clot, Pronounced f

Pe is also one of the five letters in the Aramaic Alphabct with a sPecial
form when theg occur at the end of an Aramaic word. The final form of
Pe looks like this:

ﬂ the form of Pe at the end of a word

As you can see, the final form has a tail) or clescen&er, which goes

below the line.

At the end of an Aramaic word, Pe is sometimes Pronounced with the
harder sound P’ rather than the softer sound 'f. This is the oPPosite
of Hebrew, since Hebrew words cnding in Pe alwags have the softer
sound 'F') rather than the harder sound P

A” 1Corms OF Pe have the Gematria (numerical value) o1C 80.

In Israel, Pe is one of the four Aramaic letters on the Dreidel, which is a
sPinningtoP used for Piaginggames cluring the festival of Hanukkah. In

lsrael, Pe often replaces the letter Sheen.

The Picturc below shows you how to write Pe with an orclinarg pen, and

where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gric”ines:



78 LEARN THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET — 'HEBREW' ASsHURI SCRIPT

a”:l“ :Tgr

Make sure you use the {:o”owing Practice Page to }’ICIP you write the
letter Pe.
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Pe Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you M«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Pe.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

1'J

w_9 9

|
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| etter Tsadeh

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic A[Phabet is called Tsadeh,
Pronouncecl TSA-deh. Tsadeh corresponcls to the letter
Tsadeh in the Hebrew Alplﬂabet.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Tsadeh looks like:

A'Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Tsadeh is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Tsadeh.

Tsadeh is Pronouncecl with a 'ts' sound — that is, 't and 's' together.
This sound does occur in English, but onlg at the end of English words
such as /‘)/ts, b/'ts, /outs) sits, goats, and so on. In Aramaic, however) this
sound can occur anywhcre in a word — at the start of a word, in the
middle of a word, or at the end of a word. Since in Eng[ish we onlg find
the 'ts' sound at the end of a word, at first it can be difficult to

pronounce Tsadeh. However, Practice makes Pencectl

Tsadeh is the last of the five letters in the Aramaic Alplﬂabe’c with a
sPccial form when tl‘leg occur at the end of an Aramaic word. The final
form of Tsadeh looks like this:
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Y the form of Tsadeh at the end of a word

As you can see, the final form has a tail) or dcscender, which goes

below the line.
Both forms of Tsadeh have the Gematria (numerical value) of 90.

The Picture below shows you how to write Tsadeh with an ordinar9 pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginary toP and bottom gric“ines:
\ /2 I\l\ ;'/3

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to l’lelp you write the
letter Tsadeh.
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Tsadeh Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter
Tsadeh. Practice makes Pcmcectl

ke = ke —¢ W
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Letter KoP

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic Alphabe’c is called KOP’
Pronouncecl ko/o (Iike CO/D>) but with a more audible k' at the
start, Pronouncecl from the back of the t]’xroat, and often
transliterated as q It corrcsponcls to the Hebrew letter Kuf in the
Hebrew /—\lphabet. This exact sound does not occur in English, but the

letter k' comes very close, and so most Pcoplejust pronounce itas k.

Here is what the Aramaic letter KOP looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Kop is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about KoP.

As we have seen, Kop was origina”g Pronounccd with a k' sound
Produced from the throat, almost like a q- (This sound is still present
in Arabic.) In fact, the letter KOP is often transliterated as q in English,
such as in the word Qumran. Toclag, however, KoP is often
Pronouncec{ as 'k, as in the words Kora/7, Cain, cat or kil with many
Aramaic and Hebrew sPeakcrs toclay, there is little difference between
the Pronunciation of Kop and Kap with a dagesh.
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Kop has the Gematria (numerica[ value) of 100.

The Picture below shows you how to write KOP with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg ’coP and bottom gric“ines:

2
—

T

"

Make sure you use the xcollowing Practice Page to help you write the
letter KOP.
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KoP Practice Page

Copg this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to Practicc writing the letter KOP‘

Practice makes Pcnccctl

-
-
-
-
-
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| etter Resh

HE NEXT letter of the Aramaic A[Phabet is called Resh,
Pronouncecl just like it sounds. Resh corresl:)oncls to the
letter Resh in the Hebrew Alphabet.

P

Here is what the Aramaic letter Resh looks like:

A Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Resh is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Resh.

Resh is Pronounced with a ' sound, like the words Rac/ki'/, Ruth or
Rahab. But the sound is not exactlg like the English letter . It is

ronounced diﬁcerently. In Aramaic, and also Hebrew, the sound is
more of a trill, either like the sound rrrrrrin Scottish, or the word rue in
French. Using cither of these Pronunciations is much better than

saying the normal ' sound that we have in English.

Resh looks very much like the Er\glish letter ', but Pointing to the left
instead of the rigl’lt. This is no coincidence, since the Englislﬂ letters
were influenced bg the Greek alPhabet, and the Greek alplﬁabe’c in turn
was coPiccl from the Hebrew and Aramaic Alplﬁabc’cs. Similarly, the
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Greek letter Sigma was coPied from the Aramaic letter Semkat, but the

Greek letter is written the other way round.
Resh has the Gematria (numerical value) of 200.

The Picture below shows you how to write Resh with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom grid[ines:

=]

Make sure you use the Fo”owing Practice Page to help you write the
letter Resh.
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Resh Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you M«:, and use it to Practice writing the letter Resh.

Practice makes Pcnccct!

g4 J J 1 _1
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| etter Sheen

HE NEXT letter, the second last one in the Aramaic
Alphabet, is called Sheen. It is Pronounced the way it sounds.
It corresPor\ds to the letter Sheen in the Hebrew Alphabet

Here is what the Aramaic letter Sheen look like:

A'Video Lesson showing you how to read, write and pronounce the letter Sheen is
available to Subscribers on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe

Let's learn some more about Sheen.

In Hebrew, the letter Sheen comes in two 1Corms, Pronouncecl seen and
5/766/7, respcctivelg. Seen has the dot on the left hand sidc) and Sheen
has the dot on the right-hand side.

Here are thc two versions o1C Sheen:

w with the dot on the right) Pronouncecl 'shr

w without the dot on the lemct, Pronouncecl ‘s’
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In Hebrew, these are variations of the same letter. In Aramaic, however,
genera”g onlg the Sheen form exists, with the dot at the rigl’xbnancl
side, Pronounccd 'sh'. This is because the spe”ing of Aramaic words
which have a 's' sound, such as Places or common names, usua“y Pr@cer
to use the letter Semkat, in Placc of the letter Sin.

A further note: if you ever sece the letter Sheen without the clot, as
shown here, then you should assume it is Sheen rather than Seen, and

you slﬁoulcl Pronounce it as sh

Sheen is called a sibilant. Sibilants are sounds made with the teeth and
liPs togetner, such as 's', 'sn‘, ts' and 'z In many languagcs, csPcciang
Semitic languages such as Aramaic, Hebrew and Arabic) these sounds
became interc]ﬂangecl over time as ’c]’]eg were Passecl between the
languages and sPoken bg many different Peoples of different ethnic
backgrounds, with different accents. This is another reason wl‘lg
Aramaic does not rea”g need two forms of Seen and Sheen, and whg it

gencra”g uses anotncr !etter (Semkat) to make the 's' sound.

This process (o1c interchanging sibilants) is illustrated very clearlg }39
comparing words which have Passed from one Ianguage to another. In
Eng!ish, for example, we are all familiar with Biblical names starting with
's', such as Solomon, Saul, and Samuel. But in Hebrew and Aramaic,
these names all start with 'sh', not 's'. These names in Hebrew are
Shlomo, Snaul, and Shmuel. In other words, the sounds of 's' and 'sh’
are so similar that tneg have become blurred when Passed down

tnrougn different languages) over many centuries.

Arabic, Hebrew and Aramaic have many similar examples. For instance,
honeg in Hebrew is davash, but in Arabic it is debes, where the final s’
and 'sh' have been interchangcd. This cxam[:)[c also illustrates that b’
and 'v' have become intercnangecl in this Par’cicular word, and as you
alreaclg know from tne letter Beet, Beet has two forms (Pronounced b
or'v), dePending on whether there is a dot inside the letter.
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These examPles clearlg illustrate how the sounds of individual letters
become confused when a word gets transferred from one language to
another. This is just one small cxamplc of how God confused (mixed

uP) the languages of men at the Tower of Babel in Genesis chapter 1

When you go to our lessons comparing Hebrew and Aramaic, you will
see that there are dozens of examples of sounds being interchangecl
between these two Ianguages. Once you geta handle on this {:act, you

canusea knowledge of Hebrew to leveragc Aramaic, or vice versa!

if we g0 back to Biblical times, we find something even more interesting
— around the time of the Judges of lsrae[, some groups of People
(such as the Ephraimites) had great di)cﬁcultg even Pronouncing 's' and
'shr correctlgl This may indicate that the Ephraimites were more used to
sPeaking in Aramaic than Hebrew, since tlﬂeg were coming from a
Pre&ominantly Aramaic~speal<ing area. Just as English sPcal(ers ’coday
often have Problems Pronouncing some of the Hebrew and Aramaic

let’cers) it seems that People in past centuries also had this Problem!
The xcollowing verse from the Tanakh or Hebrew Bible illustrates this:
Judgcs 12:5-6; “...and it was so, that when those Ephraimi’ces which

were cscapecl said, Let me g0 overs; that the men of Gilead said unto
him, Art thou an Ephraimite? if he said, Nay; Then said thcy unto him,
Say now Shibboleth: and he said sibboleth: for he could not frame
to pronounce it right. Then theg took him, and slew him at the
passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the EPhraimites
Fortg and two thousand.” (KUV)

Here was a simple test — the Ephraimites had to pronounce
5/7/’[7[)0/@1&/7, meaning ears of corn, correctlg‘ Theg Pronounced it as
Sibboleth instead. In this case, failure led to the death of the
unfortunate Ephraimite!

In the New Testament, also, Galileans sPoke Aramaic dhcmcerently to the

way that the inhabitants of Jerusalem SPOI(C Aramaic. At the time, you
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could tell what area of the country People came From,just 139 the way
t‘ﬂeg sPoke Aramaic.

For example, the People speaking to Peter ins’cantlg knew from the way
he spokc Aramaic that he was not from Jerusalem. Thcg could tell that

he was from Galilee:

Matt. 26:7%; “And after a while came unto him theg that stood 139) and
said to Peter, Surelg thou also art one of them; for t]’xg speecl’x
bcwrage’cl’) thee.”

Sheen has the Gematria (numcrical Valuc) of 300.

Sheen is one of the four Aramaic letters on the Dreidel, which is a

sPinning tol:) used for Piaginggames Auring the festival of Hanukkah.

The Pic’curc below shows you how to write Sheen with an ordinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg ’coP and bottom gric“ines:

i

Make sure you use the xco”owing Practice Page to hclp you write the
letter Sheen.
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Sheen Practice Page

Copy this page as many times as you lil«:, and use it to practice writing the letter
PY pag Y Y p pat
Sheen. Practice makes Pcmccctl

L.

SN 84

L
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| etter Taw

HE LAST letter of the Aramaic Alphabet is called Taw. It is
P

Pronouncecl TA-00. The Aramaic letter Taw is similar to the

letter Tav in the Hebrew Alplﬂabet, except that the Waw at the

end is Pronounccd like 'w' in Aramaic and 'v' in Hebrew. But aPar’c from

’clﬂat, ’clﬁeg are one and the same letter.

Here is what the Aramaic letter Taw looks like:

You can watch a sample Video Lesson sl'lowing you how to read, write

and pronounce the letter Taw from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Lessons/Aramaic-Alphabet/Letter-Taw

Let's learn some more about Taw.

Taw in Aramaic has two Pronunciations. with a dot, it is Pronouncecl
with a hard ‘th' sound, as in the words t/w's, that or there. Without the
dot, itis Pronounced with a soft th' sound, as in the words t/u’nk, t/7in,
t/7ronc, thunder or thanks.

Here are the two versions of: Taw:

n with the dot, Pronounced th' as in this, that
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n without the dot, Pronounced th' as in thick, thin

In Israel todag, i’xowcver, the corresponding Hebrew letter (Tav) is
alwags Pronounccci as 't' (just like the letter Tet), as in the words
Tars/;/s/i, time ortell 1t is worthwhile to know the Aramaic
Pronunciation, however, because it will neip you to sPe” both Hebrew
and Aramaic words correctlg. For exampie, any time you see the letters
th' in an English word that has come from Hebrew or Aramaic, you
know that the originai Hebrew or Aramaic word must be sPe”ed with
the letter Taw, not Tet. In the words Bethesda or Bctn/c/nem, for

instance, the Hebrew and Aramaic words uses the letter Taw.
Taw has the Gematria (numerical value) of 400.

The Picture below shows you how to write Taw with an orclinarg pen,

and where the letter sits within the imaginarg toP and bottom gridlincs:

.\l , l:

Make sure you use the xco”owing Practice Page to help you write the

letter Taw.
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Taw Practice Page

COPH this page as many times as you 1il<e, and use it to Practice writing the letter Taw.

Practice makes Pcnccctl

0 |

0 [ |

|

0 |
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Summarg Of Letters With Final

Forms

S WE HAVE seen in the Previous lessons on the Aramaic
Alphabc’t, five of the Aramaic letters have a final form when
theg occur at the end of a word. This special form is used

onlg at the cnc] of words.

This review lesson Provicles a helpful summary to remind you of these
final Forrns, and which letters t]’lCH relate to. In each case, the normal
Form OF tl’xc letter is sl’xown ﬁrst (on ’C]’IC /czft) and ’clﬁe ﬁnal Form s shown
on the r{g/n‘.

Kap

The two forms of KaP are as follows:

o
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Meem

The two forms of Meem are as follows:

Noon

T}”]C two {:orms OF Noon are as ]CO”OWSZ

Pe

The two forms of Pe are as follows:
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Tsadeh

The two forms of Tsadeh are as follows:

Genera“g, the final forms are similar to the normal Forms, but theg are

/onger~ that is, theg extend belowthe imaginary gricl line.
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Summarg of Letters That Look
Alike

Y NOW YOU should have gone t}'lrough all the lessons of the

Aramaic Alphabet. When you first start to learn a new

alphabct, evergthing is new. You will Probablg find that the
shaPes of some letters remind you of other Ictters, and you may start
to get some letters confused. This is PerFectlg normal, and is not
unique to Aramaic. When children learn to write English, for exarnPle,
theg often get different letters confused. ltjust takes Practice and time
before ’c]’xings fall into Placc.

Our introductorg lesson on how to write the Aramaic letters hopemcuug
helped to Point out the imPortant differences between some of the
letters. And clurir\g the video lessons for each letter that are available
on the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, we care{:uny Pointed out
some of the ways in which you could get the letters confused with
other lctters, and how to make sure you draw the letters correc’clg to

avoid confusion with other letters.

Fina”g, in this lesson, as a help]cui review, we will g0 through some of the
letters that beginners tgpica”g get confused. Once you “spot the
difference” between the lettcrs, and pay attention to their shaPe, you
will hopcncu”g never get them confused again. But it hclps to at least be
aware of letters that are commonly confused. This stage, of gctting

some letters confused, is only temporary. You will soon get over it!

So let‘s take a closer look NOWw...
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Beet and KaP

Beet and KalD are Sl’]OWﬂ IDCIOW:

-

leou look closely, you will see that the differences are as follows:
v Kap is more rounded.
v Beethas square edges.

v DBeet has a foot on the bottom right that sticks out.

Dalet, Resh, Final Kap and Taw

T}”’ICSC Ie’cters are Sl"lOWl’l bClOW:

T n

hcgou look closelg) you will see that the differences are as follows:

v Dalat and Final KaP have an edgc that sticks out at the toP

riglﬁt.
v Dalat and Final Ka[:) have square cdgcs.

v Final KaP is !ong, and goes below the line.
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v Reshis rounded.

v Tawis roundecl, and has a lcg (with a 1Coo’c) on the left.

Hch, Chet and Taw

ThCSC Iet’cers are Sl"lOWﬂ bClOW:

LIRS

If you look closely, you will see that the differences are as follows:
v Hehhas alarge gap on its vertical left leg,
v Chet and Taw have no gap on their vertical left leg,
v Hehand Chet have square edges.
v

Taw is more rounclecl, and has a foot on the left that sticks out.

Yud, Waw, Zeyn and Final Nun

T}”’ICSC Ie’cters are Sl"lOWl’l bClOW:

YT ]

hcgou look closelg) you will see that the differences are as follows:
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All are thin — they are half the width of most other letters.
Yud is small - it is both half height and half width.

Waw is the same height as the other letters.

Final Nun is long and goes below the line.

Zeyn's vertical line is slig]ﬂtlg bent or curved.

R X X < ~ <«

Zeyn's vertical line comes down from the midc“e, not from the

far right~|ﬁand edge.

Semkat and Final Meem

Tl’]CSC ICttCFS are Sl"IOWﬂ bClOW:

O O

ngou look close[y, you will see that the differences are as follows:

v F‘inal Meem can onl9 ever occur at tl"lC end (Far lelct) omc a worcl

because it is a final form!
v Semkat can occur anywhcre in a word.
v Final Meemis very square looking.

v Semkat is more rounded.
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Congratulations!

OU HAVE NOW come to the end of learning the Aramaic
AIPhabe’c, and you now know all the letters. This is a reallg

major stcl;), 50 congratulationsl

The next step is to learn the vowels that £0 with the letters of the
Aramaic Alphabet. This is what we are going to cover in the next few
lessons in this book. Once you know both the letters and the vowcls,
you will need to learn how to Put letters together to form words — first
short words, then Iongcr words. Once you can do this, you can

actua”g read Aramaic!

The grammar lessons at JesusSPol(e/—\ramaic‘com will then teach you

to understand Aramaic!
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Introduction To Vowels In

Aramaic

F YOU HAVE reached this lcsson, you will hopcﬁcung have gone
’c"lrough all the Previous lessons discussing cach of the letters of
the Aramaic Alpl’xabet, and you will feel confident that you know
cach letter. Rather than just readfng the lessons, however, it is
im[:)ortant that you also Prir\t out the Practice Page for each letter) and
write out the letters dozens of times each. Nothing will heIP you get the

shapes of the letters fixed in your mind, more than writing them out 139
hand.

You may also want to use the Aramaic Flashcards which we Provide at
JesusSPokeAramaic.com to repea’cecug test 9oursel1C with the Aramaic
letters in random order, shuﬁqing the order of the flashcards to
Practise testing 9oursel1C with the letters in a different order each time.
Practising the letters in random order will identiFg whether you rca//y do
know the letters and the sounds and shapes of them) and whether
there are still ones which you find difficult.

Practising groups of letters, a few every clag, will also help you. Little
and often is a much more effective learning method than [ong sessions

days aPart.

But let's say that you have now thoroughly learned all the letters of the
Aramaic Alphabe’c, and you believe that you are readg to progress to
the next steP... What's next?

Let's first compare the Aramaic Alplﬂabet to the English Alphabct.

Eng!is"l has 26 lctters, from A to Z. It has a combination of consonants
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(meaning ﬁ'xecl—length sounds like ]3) g k, I, s and so on) and vowels
(which are open~ended sounds like a, e, ee, 0, 00, O]’l, and so on). The

Eng!islﬁ alplﬁabe’c is a mixture of these consonants and vowels.

By contrast, the letters of the Aramaic Alphabct are all consonants.
You might not have noticed this before when you were working your

way through the alphabet lessons.

Now, certain letters in the Aramaic alphabe’c can be used to help with
the Pronunciation of Aramaic words, in a similar way to vowels. We will

coverthisina separate lesson called, The Mothers of Rcad/hg

Apart from those special letters, however, the Aramaic alphabe’c does
not contain any vowels. This is interesting, and in fact quite different
from Erlglish. In f:act, it is such a fundamental Part of the Aramaic
languagc that it is very imPortant to understand wl"ny Aramaic does not
include vowels as Part of the letters of the alPhabet.

It turns out that Aramaic does not need vowels in the same way that
Eng!ish does, because Aramaic works completelg di#erentlg, in a way
that migh’t surPrise you at first. To help exPlain all of this) the next
lesson is called W/Ly Eng/ish Needs Vowels. After t}'la’c, we have a lesson
called W/‘ly Aramaic is Ditferent. Once you have done those two
lessons, you will understand sometlﬁing very interesting, imPortant and
unique about Aramaic, somcthing that is a golden thread running

through the Ianguage from start to finish. ..

We will brieﬂg discuss a little of the Hlistory of the Aramaic Vowels,
before indiviclua”g lool(ing at each of the vowels in turn. We will first
cxplain the vowels of the Hebrew Ashuri script, which matches the

Aramaic letters that you have alreadg met.

On other lessons of the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, we will look
at the vowels of other Aramaic scriPts inclu&ing Estrangela, Serta and
Swadaya. These are exactlg the same vowels, and t]'ley sound exactlg

the same, but theg are written clhq:ercntly in different scriPts‘
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So before we introduce the vowels one at a one, make sure you work
your way tl'xrough the Fo”owing lessons which introduce you to
different asPects of vowels in Aramaic. Once you have gone ’c"lrough
these lessons, you will understand one of the goldcn threads running
through the Aramaic language, and you will be rcad9 to understand the

lCSSOl’]S on the Aramaic VOWCIS.

Once you have done tlﬂat, you will have made enormous progress in
unclerstancling Aramaic. You will have mastered the Aramaic alphabc’c
and vowels, and you will be readg to start reacling whole words, then

Phrases, as you go through our series of lessons on lcaming Aramaic.
Learning Aramaic involvesjust two steps:

1. Start learning

2. Keep going

You have aireaclg succcssmcuny completed the first stcp, so all you need

todo nowis keeP going! Oh, and have fun!
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Whg F_‘nglish NEEDS Vowels

N THE PREVIOUS lessons in this book, we looked at the Aramaic
AIPhabet. As we have seen, the Aramaic letters are essentia”g
consonants, although a few (The Mothers of Rcad/ng) inclucling
AlaP, Yud, Waw and Heh are sometimes used as vowels to make the

Pronunciation of some Aramaic words easier and less ambiguous.

When we say Aramaic Vowels, we mean the small marksJ the dots and
dashes, that appear inside, below or above the Aramaic letters. These
vowels are oPtional in Aramaic. You don't need them) but some texts
have them because it makes reacling casier. This is completelg different
from English, where words are made up of letters which are consonants
or vowels, and you need both to form a word. In t‘:nglish, in contrast to
Aramaic, the vowels (a, e, i, 0, u, 0o, ee and so on) are an inherent part
of the worcl, and are scattered as letters throughout the word. The
vowels are an in’ccgral Par’c of an English word and the word can't be
sPe”cd without its vowels. The vowels look like any other letter in

Englislﬂ.

well, in Aramaic, things are different. Very different. Whg? The answer
is simple. Because of the way English works, English must have vowels.
Aramaic, however, doesn't rea”g need vowels. Having vowels often
makes it easier to know how to pronounce an Aramaic word (esPeciallg
for bcginners) and vowels can also resolve some ambiguities, but
Aramaic words don't need vowels. Vowels weren't included when the

Biblical texts were first written down, for instance.

To bring this major difference between English and Aramaic home to
you, let's consider what would happen if English didnt have vowels.
Let's read a sample Paragrap]'l of Englis}'l text without vowels and see
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what haPPens.
Take a look at the Fo”owing block of Englisl'l text for a minute, and see

if you can work out what it means — that is, what it says. As a clue, itis a

Famous C]UOtC From a Famous bOO‘( b\lj a Famous author:

T ws th bst f tms, t ws th wrst f tms, t ws th g]cwsdm, t ws th glc
Hshnss) t ws th Pch Hahc) t ws th PC]’] f ncrc”tg, t ws th ssn f Lght,
t ws th ssn f Drknss, t ws th sPrng1C I’\Pe, t ws th wntr f dsPr, w
hd vrgthng bfr S, W hd nthng bfr S, WWr Il ang dret t Hvn, w wr Il
ang drct th thr wy —n shrt, th Prd ws s frlk th Prsnt Prcl, tht smf
ts nsst thrts nsstd n ts bng rcvd) fr gd rr vl, n th sprlt\/ clgmc

cmPrsn nlg."

Now, the chances are that you won't be able to read this text. Most
Peoplc who look at it will say that it looks complcte gibbcrish. if you
look at the text for a good |ong while, you will Probably be able to make

out some of the words, but others will remain a complete mgstcrg.

And yet, English is Probably your mother tongue, and this is a well-
known quote bg a famous author. Actua”g, it is the oPening Paragral:)h
from the book A Tale of Two Cities, bg Charles Dickens. If we add the

vowels back in to the words, the text will sucldenly make more sense:

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age
of wisdom, it was the age of xcoolishncss, it was the cpoch of
belieﬂ it was the ePoch of increclulity, it was the season of
Light, it was the season of Darlmess, it was the sPring of hoPe,
it was the winter of desPair, we had cvcrgthing before us, we
had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we
were all going direct the other way — in short, the Period was so
far like the present Period, that some of its noisiest authorities
insisted on its being received, for goocl or for evil, in the

suPerlative clegree of comParison onlg.“

(f the text still doesn't make sense, the book is setting the scene for
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the Chaotic, uncertain and unPredictable times Preceding the French

Revolution).

But the Poin’c is this — without the vowels, the average native English
speakcr wi”just not understand what the text says. In other worcls, in
Eng!ish, you need vowels. Without vowels, you will not be able to

unclerstar\d what HOU are reacling.

Let's try to llustrate this Point with another, dhC]Cerent, example. Take
the two consonants (’che lettcrs) b+t, for example. Without vowcls,

these letters could give any of the Fo”owing words:

abet, bat, ba/'t, abate, batty, bet, beat, b/’t, bite, bot, boot, boat,
boofg, but, butt

Or, as another example, the two consonants (t]’lé let’cers) b+r could

gjve any of the Fo“owing words:
[Jar; barc, Barry, Bcar, bcer, l)i@t; boar, [)OI‘C) burr, L’)uycr

So, if you remove the vowels, the words in English become ambiguous.
In Fact) theg become so ambiguous that you can't rea”y tell what theg
are any more. Theg could be one of any number of words. You can onlg
tell which word is meant bg gucsswork, a know!edge of what the text is
suPPoscd to be, and a bit of luck. And that isjust a simplc word with

two consonants.

In fact, if we examine the list of words generated from the two sim[:)le
examples above, we find that the above lists of words have two t]’n’ngs in

common:
1. Thcg all have the same consonants, the same 'root’ letters.

2. Theg have nothing in common! That is, the words that can be
formed from the same consonants are completely different.
T]'169 have different meanings and different derivations, with no

connection whatsoever between the words.

In English, therefore, you must have vowels in the word. Without them,
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you simplg won't understand what the word is meant to be because

there are so many Possibilities and Potential ambiguities.

This is a consequence of the way Englisb works, and the fact that
Engiisb is a mixture of several language roots such as Ang|o~5axon,

Gaelic, l:rencb, German, Greek and Latin.

But the Point of this lesson is to show that Englisb needs vowels. Tbeg
are an essential Part of the word. Tbeg are needed to resolve

ambiguities.

But, you migtit be surPrisecl to know that Aramaic is different. It
doesn't need vowels in the same way that Engiisb does. To find out wtig
this is the case, and wbg Aramaic is different, be sure to read the next

lesson!
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Whg Aramaic Is Ditferent

N THE LESSON W/y Eng//sh NEEDS Vowels, we saw that vowels in
Eng[ish are an essential Par’c of the word. You must have vowels in
Englislﬂ (w‘ﬂich s whg theg are an inherent Part of the Englislﬂ
alphabe’c) otherwise a block of text is nearlg imPossiHe to read, or at
least you won't be able to read it without extreme clhcﬁcultg. This is
Probablg so obvious to most English speakers that you may think all
languages are like that. Surelg all Ianguages need vowels in the same

way that Er\glish does?

well, no. In Aramaic, tl’n’ngs work dimcmccrently. The hundreds of
ambigui’cies that would arise if Englislﬁ didn't have vowels, simplg don't
arise at all in Aramaic — or at least, thcg don't arise often enough to

becomc a Prob!cm.

How can this be? We”, English is a language that has evolved slowlg
over time, and accumulated words derived from many different sources
- including words from Latin, Greek, Anglo~5axon, Gaelic, French,
German and several other sources. Aramaic, however, is a relative!y
pure Ianguage — it has not evolved, absorbed Foreign words, or

changecl angthing like as much as Eng[ish has.

What this means is something quite amazing — something that may, in
Fact) shock you if you haven't heard it before. In Aramaic, words which
have the same set of consonants are almost always related. The set of
consonants which make up the worcl, together form the core meaning,
or root, of the word. In Aramaic, in other words, if you take a gjven set
of consonants, you will onlg be able to form words which are related in
meaning, Unlike English, where we were able to form Potentia”g dozens

of different (unrclatecb words from a givcn set of consonants, if we
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tried that experiment in Aramaic, we would genera”g onlg be able to

form words which all had the same basic (rela’cecb meaning.

Even more amazing is that the root (or core) meaning of a gjven set of
consonants is not onlg Prcserved across all words that are derived
from that root, but words (such as nouns, verbs, acﬁcctives, and so on)
are formed from the root in Preclictable ways. So it you look at a word
you have never seen bef:ore, as Iong as you can ﬁgure out what the root
letters are, you can actua”g ﬁgure out what the meaning of the word
must be. The root gives rise to many related words, but equa”g you can
take an unknown word, work out the root, then work out the meaning

OF the unknown word.

It's amazing, and it is nothing like English. It is one of the golclen
threads running all t]’mroughout the Aramaic Ianguage, from beginning
to end.

As an examplc, let's take the set of Aramaic consonants gld‘ This set of
letters has the same meaning in Hebrew. These letters form the "root".
The root 3[(:1 means "to bear, to give birth". There?ore, all words which
stem from this root wi”, in some way, be related to this core meaning,
Even more rcmarkablg, no words using the root 31& will mean angthing

other than the root concept “to give birth".

To demonstrate this remarl(able Phenomenon omc the Aramaic (anc]
Hebrew) [anguage, here are some words and Phrases that derive from

the root HH:
¢ she gave [)/'rt/7, cxPrcssing the root meaning,

* he was bom, from the same root. Notice how different the
Eng!islﬁ words are — born and birth.

. begat, cngendered, fathered. Again, in English, completelg

dhC]Cerent WOFCIS are USCd.

* 3 boy, some’chingtf'xa’c is gjven birth to.
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. ag/'r/, the feminine form of the above word, again something that
Is gjven birth to.

children, the P[ural form of bogs and girls. Whereas in Englisl'l,
bog) girl and children are comPletely different words with
completely different derivations, in Aramaic theg are all
connected. Theg are, res[:)ectivelg, the masculine, feminine and

Plural noun forms of the root 3[(:1

youtﬁ/youthhooo’. Again, tl‘lC same root mcaning; 5outh is w]ﬂa’c
is gjven birth to, and what children cxpericncc as t]'meg grow

older.

« midwite, that is, one who assists in giving birth.

[)irt/‘)a’ag, the clag that someone was born.

* generations, gcnca/og/cs — successions of People who are given
birth to.

. /.anc/ozfnativ/zgg —the Place where someone is born.

This simple example could be multiplied }39 hunclrecls, even ’c]ﬂousancls,
of other roots in Aramaic. Each root in Aramaic gives rise to many

related words, all of which have the same root meaning.

But notice how different the English words are: birtlﬁ, bom) begat,
Fathered, bog, girl, chilc]ren, youthhoocl, midwife, birthclag,
generations, land of nativitg. Since all these words derive from the same
basic concept, in Aramaic theg are all related and all have the same
root (yld). Exactly how to form words from the root, and how to
recognise which root individual words have come from, is sometlﬁing
that a know!cdge of Aramaic brings. We discuss all of this in later
lessons on the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, as you learn Aramaic

FOF HOUTSCI‘F.

In Aramaic, words such as those above are formed from the root in very

systematic, Prcdictablc ways. Once you start to recognise these
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Patterns, you can look at a 'new’ word and know what it meansjust bg
looking at the structure of the word, even if you have never seen it
before. Nouns, acﬁcc’civcs, verbs and adverbs are all formed from the

root in consistent and Predic’cable ways.

Going back to our core c]uestions - whg English NEEDS vowels, and
wlﬁg Aramaic is different — hopeguug you can now start to see the
reason whg. Whereas the presence of vowels in Aramaic ccrtainlg helps
you to know how to pronounce the Aramaic word, if you don't have
vowels, (with Practice) you can look at the word, know what the root is,
know what the root means, and therefore know what the word is and
what it means. You are not faced with dozens of unrelated Possibi[i’cies,

as you would be with English.

T]’lere{:ore, when Aramaic was first written down, it was written entirelg
without vowels because everyone understood what words were
intended, even if the vowels were not present. This illustrates that
vowels are not rcally necessary in Aramaic, even though in English a

lack O‘F VOWCIS WOUId cause me?jor PFO}:)lCmS.

As you progress further in your studies in Aramaic, all of this will
become clearer. You will understand how words are derived from their
roots. You will see how Iogical and simple Aramaic is. It is not the
random, anarchic mixture of languages that English has become over
time. As beﬁtting a language used to preserve the Holy Scriptures for
thousands of years, there is order and Preclictabilitg in Aramaic that is
missing in English.

Aramaic is a beautiful, clcgant and vibrant languagc. it will enrich your
life and gve you a closer connection with the mind of the Father, who
insPircd the H019 ScriPtures. Draw nearer to Aramaic, and you will

draw closer to the Fa’cher.
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The Mothers Of Rcacling
Using Aramaic Letters As Vowels

N THE LESSONS Why English NEEDS Vowels and Why Aramaic Is
Dh‘i[ercnt, we have seen that Engiisii actua“y NEEDS vowels. It is
very difficult to understand an Engiislﬁ text without vowels. Aramaic,
on the other iianci) does not rca”g need vowels in the same way that
Engiisi‘n does. Due to the way that Aramaic works, all words with the
same root will genera“g be related, making it Possibie to understand an

Aramaic text without the vowels beirig Preseri’c.

Given that this is the case, how and wi'lg did vowels come to be used in
Aramaic in the first Piace? As we have seen, when the books of the
Hoig ScriPtures were first written down, tiicg were written entircig
without the vowels (c]ots and ciasi“ies) which are Present in Biblical
Aramaic and the Aramaic Targums ’cociag. The text contained onlg the
letters of the Aramaic aiphabet which we have aireaciy learned.

However, despi’ce what has been said Previousiy about vowels bcing
unnecessary in Aramaic, there are occasions when not iﬂavingany
vowels makes the text harder to read. There are also occasions when
there are certain ambiguities in Aramaic words, and not iiavirig any

vowels makes these ambigui’cies Possible.

And so, as time went on, certain Aramaic letters started to be used as
auxiliarg vowels. Theg still had more or less the same sound as before,
but were inserted to make it less ambiguous as to which word was

intended when the text was read without vowels.
These Aramaic letters are AlaP, Hci‘x, Waw and Yud.

Let's look at a few exampies‘
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In the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament, the word "Israel" — obviouslg a

very common word — is spelled in several ways:

oo

Srow

5o

Obviously the word Isracl s pronotnced the same way every time, but

the letter Alap is used in different Positions to supplcmen’c the sPe”ing,

to make it more obvious.

Another example, however, is the oPPositc, showing the letter AlaP

being omitted — again, to make it easier to pronounce.

The P]’lrase "son of man" in the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament is

written as:
NUIR "2
However, a common abbreviation of this runs the two words together,
to gjve:
N2
TT -
or even:
w32
Here, either one, or both, of the letter AIaPs are omitted, because in
Pronunciatior\, theg arejust not necessary.

Another example from the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament is of

interest.

g

This word means all, or every.

However, this could cqua”g be sPc”ed with the letter Waw in the middle

of the word, as follows:
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5e2

Both variations will be found.

In the Aramaic Targums, in himis tgpica”g written as:

2
Whereas in the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament, it is typica”g written
(without the Yud) as follows:

3
Thus, the Aramaic letters Alap, HCi"l, Waw and Yud are often used to

i‘ielP with the Pronunciation of words in the text, either to resolve
ambiguities or to make the Pronunciation clearer. These letters are

known as emahot hakria — the mothers of reaciing.

There are many similar examples where these extra letters are added or

omitted in Aramaic words.

Ti’]US, some words can be sPe”ed in two ways in Aramaic — with and
without the extra letters acting as vowels. These alternatives are known

as ketiv maleh (Fu” spe“ing) or ketiv chaser (omittecl sPe”ing).

As we study the lessons on Aramaic grammar and learn Aramaic

Furthcr, we will come across many cxampics of these two tgpes of

spe”ing.
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The History Of The Aramaic
Vowels

N PREVIOUS lessons in this book, we looked at the individual
letters of the Aramaic Alplﬂabe’c. You have been introduced to the
idea that English rea”g NEEDS vowels in order for a block of text
to make sense, whercas (bg contrast) in Aramaic the vowcls are not
rea”g necessary, but theg are useful in helping to pronounce Aramaic

words correctlg.

When the various Aramaic Biblical texts were first written down, ’c]'ley
did not contain any vowel Points at all. The text was written entirclg
using thc lettcrs (or consonants) o{: the Aramaic Alphabct, and therc
were none of the vowels and Punctua’cion marks that we will look in the
next few lessons. As we saw in our lesson The Mothers of Reaa’ing, a
number of Aramaic letters can be used to help Pronunciation and to
avoid Potcntial ambiguitg in the way that some words can be
Pronounced. However, these too are oPtiona[ and words can usua”g

be spe“ed with or without these auxi[iarg letters.

The vowels, which we will cover in the next few lessons, were added
latcr, after the Biblical texts were first written down. As we have seen,
Aramaic has used a number of different scriP’cs over the years. Just as
cach script looks different, so too the vowels look different,
depcncling on the script being used. The historg, also, of when the

vowels were added is also different for each scriPt.

In the case of the Hebrew Ashuri clﬂaracters, which is the form of the
Aramaic aIPhabet that we are Iooking at in this book, the Aramaic

letters and vowels form an inherent part of the Biblical text, Prcserved
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bg faithful Jewish scribes for centuries. The vowels in the Biblical text
were added from about the 6th to the 10th centuries A.D. As the
centuries Progrcssed, it became more and more difficult to Fait}’ncu”y
preserve the traditional understanding and Pronunciation of the
Biblical text Purclg on an oral basis, where ecach generation of scribes
and scholars taught the next generation the correct Pronunciation of
the Biblical text }39 heart. Over time, the need arose to devise ways to
teach the correct Pronunciation of the text, in a way which could be

written down and Prcserved for future genera’cions.

Several groups of Jewish scholars in Palestine tried to develop a
sgstematic way of adc]ing vowels to the Hebrew and Aramaic Biblical
texts, so that angboclg could learn how to pronounce it correctlg.
Since theg believed the Biblical text itself was sacred and could not be
altered or added to, thcg could not add extra letters. The onlg solution
was to make little marks around or inside each letter, without toucl-ning

tnc letters themselves.

A number of competing systems were developed in Palestine around
this time. The system which eventua”g became dominant, nowever, was
that developed in Tiberias 139 the Massoretes. Theirs was the most
systematic and comple’ce system, and gained a certain au’cl'lori’cy bg its
dominance. In time, it became the official system and manuscripts of
this tHPC were the most sought after. The AlePPo Codex is the best
example of a Massoretic manuscript of the Hebrew Bible. The oldest
complete Massoretic manuscriPt of the entire Hebrew Bible is the

Leningracl Codex.
The word Massorete is Pernaps best translated into Englislﬁ as

"traditionalist’. It comes from the Hebrew word massoret which means
trao’/%/bn, from the verb msr to hand over or to hand down. An
alternative derivation is from the Hebrew root asar, to bina’, because
the Massoretes fixed and Protectecl the sacred text. The Massoretes

added the vowel Points to show how Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic text
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should be Pronouncecl) or traclitiona”g was Pronounced. The vowel
system clevelopecl 139 the Massoretes was a vita“y imPortant stage in
the deve!opmen’c of the Biblical text. It is exac’cly the same system which
is found in the Hebrew Bible toclay, more than 1000 years later, for
both the Hebrew and Aramaic Portions‘ In fact, the Hebrew Bible is
also referred to as the Massoretic Text, because it contains the vowel
Points which the Massoretes added, as well as the Biblical text which
t‘ﬂeg Faithfu”g copieci for generations.

Tl’lus, to know how to pronounce Aramaic correc’cly, and hence to read
the Aramaic Por’cions of the Hebrew Bible, it is necessary to learn
these vowel Points. The Aramaic Targums are also Prin’ced using the
same sgstem, and the Peshitta Old and New Testaments are also
Frequentlg (bu’t not always) Printed with the same sgstem. Therefore)
lcarning these vowel Points will greatlg assist your abilitg to read the
Aramaic for a wide variety of Holy Scrip’curcs. We will discuss them in

thc next ch lcssons.

The Es’crangela, Serta and Swaclaga scrip’cs, which we discuss in other
video lessons on the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, contain their
own written forms of vowels. All this will become clear as you work your
way ’c]ﬂrough this series of lessons on the Aramaic Alpl’xabc’c — the

foundation for all further Icarning.
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Vowel Hi req

HEN WE introduce each of the vowels in the next few
lessons, we are going to show the vowel alongsi&e an
imaginarg Aramaic letter. The vowels can either be Placed
una’cr, above or after the corrcsponcling Aramaic letter. Since the
vowels can appear with any letter, we will show the letter itself as a

recta ngle.

The first vowel which you need to learn is called Hireq. It is shown

bCIOW:

Hireq is a single dot below the letter, in the middle of the letter. It is
Pronounced with a short (normal) vowel like the words meet, [/Jcat,

Peat, seat, or ﬂact, but not as a Iong vowel like the words me, see, knee.

The Hireq vowel is usua”y written as i' rather than ee, but clesPite this it

is not Pronounced like the letter i as in the words in, ink or ill.

Like all the Aramaic vowels, when Hireq appears, the letter is

Pronounced ﬁrstand t/zen the vowel.

The xco”owing exam[:)les show Hireq with a number of Aramaic letters:
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i 7 e
T dee 2 ke
i1 hee = chee
fa) e

Hireq is sometimes followed bﬂ Yud, as follows:

0

In this case, itis still Pronounced the same way.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Hireq is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Holem

The next vowel which you need to learn is called Holem. It is shown

bCIOW:

Holem is a single dot abovc, at the to/o left of the let’cer, Fo”owing it. Itis
Pronounced with a short ‘o' in words such as Ioot, noft, o’ot, £ot, hot.

But itis not Pronounced with a [ong ‘0" in words such as paw, saw,jaw.

After the letter Sin or before the letter Shin, the dot of Holem can
sometimes merge with the dot of the letter, clepencling on the font

USCC].

Like all the vowcls, Holem is Pronouncecl after the corresPonding

letter.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Holem is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Shurek

The next vowel is called Shurek. It is shown below:

Shurek is a single dot inside the letter Waw. It is Pronouncecl with a
short ‘0o’ as in words such as boot, /oot) mooft, foot) S00t, but not with

a long ‘00" as in words such as Jew, sue, do, W/?O) true, blue.

Shurek is often written ', but despite this it is not Pronounced with an

't sound as in words such as under, up.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Shurek is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Kubbuts

The next vowel which you need to learn is called Kubbuts. It is shown

bCIOW:

%

Kubbuts consists of three dots in a diagonal row underneath the letter.
It comes from the same root as kibbutz (the Israeli settlement), which

means gat/zerlhg

You can think of the three dots as an abbreviation for the three Points
of the Waw — toP, middle and bottom.

Itis Pronounccd the same as Shurek — that is, with a short ‘00" as in
words such as boot, /oot, mooft, )[oot, soot. But it is not Pronouncecl

with a long '00' as in words such as Jew, sue, do) w/70, true, blue.

Like all the vowels, Kubbuts is Pronouncecl after the corresponcling

letter.

Kubbuts is often written 'u', but clespi’ce this it is not Pronounccd with

an 'u' sound as in words such as una’cr, up.
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A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Kubbuts is available to Subscribers
on the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Patach

The next vowel is called Patach. It is shown below:

Patach is a small horizontal stroke belowthe letter. It is Pronounced ‘a’,

as in many English words such as aID/D/C, bat, cat, fat, mat, sat, ant, etc.

Like all the vowels, Patach is Pronounced after the corrcs[:)onding

letter.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Patach is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Kamets

The next vowel is called Kamets. It is shown below:

T

Kamets is a small horizontal stroke below the Ietter, but with a vertical
stroke, almost like a small T snapc. It is usua”9 Pronounced A, like
Patacﬁ, as in many Englisn words such as aplo/c, [Jat, cat, z[at, mat, sat,

ant, etc. This is how it is Pronouncecl in Israel.

However, some accents/clialects (sucn as Ashkenazi Jews or some

Sgriac dialects) pronounce itas o, like Holem.

Like all the vowels, Kamets is Pronounccd after the corresponding

letter.

Kamets may once have been differentiated from Patach bg emphasis

ancl stress OF the WOT'ClJ or OPCFI ancl C!OSCCI 59“8]3[65.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Kamets is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel Sere

The next vowel is called Sere. It is shown below:

Sere consists of two small dots in a horizontal line below the letter. It is

Pronounced 'e’, as in many English words such as met, bet, get, end,
etc.

Like all the vowels, Sere is Pronounced afterthe corresPoncling letter.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Sere is available to Subscribers on the
website. For further information, follow the link:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Vowel chol

The next vowel is called Segol. It is shown below:

Segol consists of three small dots in a small T shapo below the letter. It
is Pronounced ‘o'Jjus’c like Sere, as in many Englisn words such as met,

bct, get, ond) etc.
Like all the vowels, Sego[ is Pronounced afterthe corresPonding letter.

Segol may once have been differentiated from Sere }39 empnasis and

stress OF the WOTC], or OPCH and CIOSCCl sg”ables.

A Video Lesson telling you more about the vowel Segol is available to Subscribers on
the website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Shwa

5/7wa, often written 5/7va, consists of two dots directlg underneath

each other. It is shown below:

When Shwa appears, it means that the letter does not a full vowel. The
letter can cither have no vowcl at a” — ca”ed 5/7W3 nac/z (meaning
restlhg 5/7wa) or it can have a very slight halyc—vowel, called shwa na

(meaning mov1hg5/7wa) .

This difference will become clearer when you learn how to read entire
Aramaic words. The JesusSPokeAramaic.com website has a whole
series of video lessons called Lcarn/thrama/t for Beg/nncrs which will

helP you in this regards.

Now, there are a number of somewhat comPIicatecl rules for whether
Shwa is moving (Pronouncecl slig]ﬁtlg) or restirlg (not Pronouncecl at
a”). You can learn these rules from an Aramaic grammar, but it is better
to learn the rules bg Practising Aramaic tlﬂrough cloing, speaking and
listening. This is far better than trging to learn grammatical rules in an
abstract context. In any case, the rules are not as fixed as most

grammars woulcl like to suggest.
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You should realize tnat, when People sPeak in real lhce) there is a lot of
variation in Pronunciation. People sPeak fast or slow, with or without
accents, Forma”y or using slang, with or without empnasis, and there
are many other causes of variation. Therefore, you should think of
these 'rules' more as guidelincs. The best way to learn how to
pronounce Aramaic ‘correctlg‘ is to sPeak the Ianguage, or bg [istening
to narrations of passages from the ScriPtures being read. Don't relg on
grammars and textbooks to tell you what is 'correct' or 'incorrect'.
Don't sit and analyse a bunch of rules every time you find a new word.
Speak Aramaic, listen to Aramaic, and learn bg doing. There is no
substitute for this.

In Israel toclay) for instance, with the mgriacl of variation in the way that
People sPeak, Pronouncing a word with the 'wrong Shwa would
Probably £0 unnoticed unless you keep making repca’ced mistakes with
common words. Insisting on exact rules, and Precisely when and where
aShwais resting or moving, is sometning that is gcncrallg done only bg
academics such as Universit9 Proyccssors and People who can't ac’cua”g

hold a conversation in Hebrew or Aramaic!

A Video Lesson telling you more about Shwa is available to Subscribers on the website.
For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Dagcsh

AGESH is not rea”y a vowel. Instead, it is a dot which can
appear/hSIb’c most, but not a”, letters. We looked at the
effect of Dagesh alreaclg, when we looked at the individual

letters in Prcvious chaptcrs.

As we saw, Dagesn cnangcs the Pronunciation of certain letters. with
other letters, howcver, Dagesh has no change in the Pronunciation of
the letter.

Sometimes Dagesl’x is used when the letter is cloubled, for cmphasis.

A Video Lesson telling you more about Dagesh is available to Subscribers on the
website. For further information, follow the link:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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Using Aramaic Flashcards

N THE very first lesson in this book on the Aramaic Alphabe’c (How
Ditficult is Aramaic to Learn?), we said that learr\ing the Aramaic
Alphabet is a major steP. At first it will seem to be a very claunting

step, butitis Probablg the most difficult step of all.

The fact that Aramaic has a different Alphabe’c makes it ook difficult
to many People. This is w]ﬂy we have tried to make the task as easy as
Possible bg Providing these lessons.

59 now, tlﬂeref:ore, you should have studied all the letters of the
Aramaic A!Phabe’c, and idca”9 watched all the videos on the website
slﬁowing you how to write the letters of the Aramaic Alplﬁabc’c. You
should also have Practised writing, the letters of the Aramaic Alphabe’c
in the Alphabe’c Practice Pages which we have Provided for each letter.

Before you learn the vowels in Aramaic, you need to make sure you

rca”g do know the letters of the Aramaic Alphabc’c inside out.

To l"ICIP you further, we have Providcd Aramaic Flashcards which are
available on the website. Simplg Print the PDF document on double-
sided paper, cut out the Flashcards, and you will have reaclg—macle
cards which you can use to revise the letters until you know them inside
out. These Flashcards cover both the Aramaic letters on their own, and

the Aramaic letters with vowels.

Flashcards are the best way to learn the Aramaic Alphabet. Most
People find that theg learn some letters easily, some letters take more
time, and other letters are difficult to learn. Flashcards allow you to
test and re-test 9ourseH: on the letters you find more difficult. You can

Put the Flashcards in a Pocke’c, and Prac’cice them rePeatecng
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throughout the clag. You will find that many short Practice sessions
t‘ﬂrougl'xout the dag are more effective than one long session once or

twice a week.

Practice ogtcn)just for a few minutes, several times per clag, again and
again, until you know both the Aramaic letters and vowels inside out.
Then you will be reacly for the next ste[:), which is to combine the letters
into comple’ce words. On the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, we
have video lessons slﬂowing you how to do exactlg that, first with short
words omcjust two letters, then longer and longer words until you can

eventua”y read entire Aramaic worc]s ancl sentences with ease.

So Please download or bug the Aramaic Flashcards, Print them out,
and get started! Have fun with this! You can Practice at any time of the

day, even if you are doing sometl'xing else such as watc]*xing television.

A'Video Lesson telling you more about the use of Flashcards, with a downloadable set
of Flashcards on the Aramaic Alphabet, is available to Subscribers on the website. For further
information, follow the link:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Subscribe
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And Now For Some Reacling

Practice

ET'S REVIEW what you have learned so far. You have now
learned each of the letters of the Aramaic Alplﬂabe’c in the
‘Hebrew' Ashuri scriPt. You have also learned all the vowels. In
theory) you should now be able to read Aramaic words, or even Biblical
texts such as Biblical Aramaic, the Targums, the Aramaic Old Testament

and the Aramaic New Testament.

In Practice, lﬁowever) years of exPerience have shown that most People
genera”g cannot go from simplg knowing the Aramaic Alphabet to
being able to read the Biblical texts. It still takes some time and
experience to read words slowlg, sounding them out letter bg letter and

vowel ]33 vowel} until you can read them at a 'normal’ reading sl:)eecl.

At ﬁ'rs’c, this process of sounding the words out letter bg letter will be
slow, and rather Pain?u[. it will feel like you are back in kindergar’cen
again! But that's OK..... ltjust takes some time for your brain to absorb
the letters and vowelsJ to recognise them, and to get faster and faster

at cloing this.

So it is very, very importarlt that you sPend a while, magbe several
weeks, quite literany just spelling words out. The very best way to do
this is to download the Aramaic New Testament which is available from
the JesusSPokeAramaic.com website, a[ong with the Aramaic New
Testament Transliteration that is also available. If you use these two
books together, Perhaps using your favourite passage, you will find
your reacling sPeed gradua”g get’cing better and faster.
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A beauthcuny tgpeset edition of the Aramaic New Testament, in the
Ashuri scriPt that you have been learning, can be downloaded from the
link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/Bibles/Aramaic-NT-I1lluminated

And a corresponding Aramaic New Testament Transliteration can be
downloaded from the link below:
JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/Books/ANT-Transliteration

You can also buy Pngsical (Printecl) coPies of these books if you

PT'CFCF.

Now, many Pco[:)lc will ignore this advice (of sPending a few wecksjust
reading through a Biblical text such as the Aramaic New Testament, to
gain Familiaritg with the letters and vowels) and jumP straight into

learning some grammar.

if that works for you, then greatl But you run the risk of alwags
struggling to read at a 'normal rcading spccd, and gving up at some
Point in the future because you can't read Aramaic as fast as you can

read English! Mang Peo[:)le fall into this traP.

However, for those who don't want to goto the trouble of clownloacling
the Aramaic New Testament and the Transliteration that are available
from JcsusSPokeAramaic.com, the list below contains some very

common words from Biblical Aramaic and the Aramaic New Testament.

To get some Practice reading entire words, first read the Aramaic word,
then try to spe” it out 9oursel£ then look at the transliteration in the

next column, then look at the Englislﬂ translation in the third column.

Keep doing this exercise over and over again, until you gain confidence
in rcading and recognising, the Aramaic words. Better sti“) write out the
Aramaic words until you can conﬁclentlg read your own hanchn’ting!
This exercise may sound trivial and most People will ignore it, but it will
help enormouslg with your abilﬂy to read Aramaic words. Please don't

ignore this advice!
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Two-letter words

ok yat direct object marker
T
ID meen from
Z7 ) al on, upon, against
N 17 la no, not
7
55 kol ol cvery
a2 bar son, son of
mpy) am people
- 5.7 eem with
=17 yad ahand
- SJ ad up to, until
2 zS av father
N7 ha behold
T
RN chad one




40 LEARN THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET — 'HEBREW' ASsHURI SCRIPT

rav leader, prince
iy P

1 D kad when

: 5 lev heart

D x eem if

A-] N af also

T: ken thus, S0

9 -[ dee who, which, that

I-[ FD ma what?

ach brother

gav inside, within

N

12

| (Tj tav good
=

rav great, large
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Thrce-—lettcr worcls

1 D N amar to say, he said
D -[ [? kadam beForc, in front of
Th:
to do, to make, he did,
124 avad he made
9 1 N a-reh for, because
yﬁx ara land, earth
m'lac akin
-IS - lach king
D 1 9 yom a clag

hava / hawa

to bc, it/he was

aman, male

gt gvar
NIN ana |
mplm koom to stand
mbly toov to return
N hoo he
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migk yatav to sit, to dwell
PSD calok to g0 up, rise, ascend
P [l nafak to go out, leave, exit
zjzjfj malal to speak, converse
Zj N azal to go, to leave
a2 yahav to gjve
okl Zj I'wath to, towards, with
T
O zj ) alam eternity, world
<3
T chazee to see, behold
(7 " P atal to kill, ljﬁeiag, he
ok 5 layeet there is not
I f; 3_'] taman there, over there
= shina year
T
%:P kaval to receive
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Aok yada to know
mighn! batar after(wards)
-l
2PN enash man, mankind
B
TR orach way, road
U2 chian How
iy, aved servant, slave
0N cetah wife, woman
- I8}
il fash soul, lfe
I’ ol ben / beyn between, amongst
= kahen pricst
(7 N achal to eat, he ate
iojalis, shama to hear, he heard
dapm| w shevet tribe, rod
Iﬂj natan / nathan to give
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Sy shalach o send
'[’3__7 ayeen eye, spring
2 resh head
2P e
w-[P kodash holiness, a holy thing
0N atar / athar aplace

j ] m toor mountain

I’ =1 deen judgment
07 maveth / maweth to die, death
= k'ma how many

e

"33 nves prophet
by P kree to call

= P D pakad to order, command
" J @ sa-gee many, much
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I-[ SJ ee-dan time
:1“ chov sin, debt
1 EJ natar to kecp, guard
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Four-letter words

DJnD peet-gam aword, a thing
T ¢
n k 1 P keeﬁga a Citg, town
r |-
jmqm mey-mar aword, a command

I’-h:[ l‘la~degn this

I 9 1n treyn two

I 1 J N eenoon theg

I - B 8 apeen Face, surface
w-_[ P@ makdash sanctuary
T - @ w shma—geen heaven(s)

I 9 17 N cc~legn these

minb iy ovad work, deed
T

xJD ‘-T hachana thus, fike so
T= 7

x I-T 5 g Alaha God
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Five-letter words

KU’ WD m'sheecha the Messiah

D Uj:g Avraham Abraham

Aramaic Names

%xﬂw’ ees-ra-el Israel

T
-H-l’ Da-veed / Da-weed David
* T
-I'HT-[ Da-veed / Da-weed David
* T

n w m Moshe Moses

n-nn‘! Y'hoodah Judah (Yehuda)
T :

Jerusalcm,

D?:wqﬁﬁ: YTOOSE-[C!T! Yerushalagim

D 9 ﬂ 3 m Mee’cs~ra~9€em Eggpt




148 LEARN THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET — 'HEBREW' ASsHURI SCRIPT

Where To Go From Here

ET'S IMAGINE that you have (bg now) learned all the letters
and vowels in the Aramaic Ashuri Alphabet.. You are confident
that you can recognise the individual letters and vowels when
you see them. You know the sounds of the letters. You have even
Practised writing the letters. You know the shapcs of the letters. You
know the vowels too. That's great, and you have made wonderful
progress, but you are hungrg to learn more. What's the game Plan?

What's next? How are you goingto Proceecl?

First, if you haven't guessccl alrcady, you should know that you can't
jump from knowing the individual letters of the Aramaic Alphabc’t to
being able to read a whole passage in Aramaic. lt'sjust too big ajump
for most People. lnstead, you need to £go through a sequence of stages
that will lead you through from being able to recognise the individual
letters, to reacling whole worcls, then Progressing from simple words to
|onger and more complicatecl words, then simple P]nrascs, then simplc
sentences. Then you can build on that foundation to learn more words
(vocabularg) and some grammar. A sequence of steps is necessary,

one step at atime.

Let's give you an anaiogg with the way that children learn to read and
write English. After several decades, most adults are fluent in English
and Forget how ’c]'leg learned to read as a child. It was a Iong time ago.

But it all begins bg teaching children the letters of the alphabet, one
letter at a time, just as you have been [earning the letters of the
Aramaic Alphabet. You teach children a, then b, then C, then cl) and so

on, all the way to z. You make sure theg can read and write each letter.

T]’lCl"l, once thcy know the letters of the alplﬁabe’c, you get them to read
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words. Just very simple worcls, at first. Words that are short and easy to
read. Words such as cat, dog, mat, sat. Lots of Practice with simPIe
words, to gain confidence. By the time thcg have done that, children
know the letters of the alPhabet even better than before.

The next step is to learn lots more individual words. But again, simple,
very common, words. Words such as a, the, in, on, to, for, my, and so
on. Words that occur evergwhere. Then some common names, like
Andy, Jane, Feter, Mommy, Daddy.

Gaining in confidence all the time, children are then rcadg to combine
words. But again, only simple combinations at first. Examples miglﬁt be

My Mommy, My Daddy, the cat, the dog, her ﬁsh, his puppy, we sat.

Then it's time to make some real progress and learn simple P]’]rases,

such as: the cat sat, the dog went, her #sh swam, we sat down.

Then comes simple sentences, such as: the cat sat on the mat, the dog

went to my Mommy, / love my dog, and so on.

After that, it's onIH a matter of growing your confidence, of Iearning to
sight-reacl more words, of building up more sentences, of getting more
Practice, and readinga little bit more difficult sentences every clay, one

simple steP atatime.

It's hard at first, but i you take it one step at a time, andjust keeP
going, you look back one clag and realize what amazing, progress you
have made. Before you know it, you are reacling whole words, then
Phrases, then sentences. Then bigger and bigger sentences with more
and more words. Then you are off. You find one dag that you can read
a whole passage. That is a very exciting and exhi!arating expcrience,
one which you will cxpcrience one dag, if 3oujust keep going, It's going
to be fun and exciting at the same time!

That, then, is the series of steps that children take when theg learn to

read. When you learn Aramaic, you need to Procecd throug]’l exactly

the same s‘ceps. Some Peop!e will learn quickly and take the s’cePs rea”g
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Fast, and other eople will learn more slowlg, and take the stePs more
s’ceadily. It all chends on your background and exPerience. Evergone
Procccds at their own pace. How fast you go is up to you. It's better to
g0 slowlg and steac{ily, and kecp going, i you try to go too fast, you
miglﬁt feel overwhelmed one dag and want to stoP. Remember that in
the famous storg of the race between the hare and the tortoise, the
tortoise won in the end. It kept going, The hare started off very fast,
but tlﬂought it was all too easy, and stoPPeci.

And so, if you want to make the best progress Possible, the ideal next
step is to Subscribe to the JesusSPoke/—\ramaic‘com website and
follow throug]ﬂ the series of lessons on Learring Aramaic for
Beginners. You can also g0 over the series of lessons on the Aramaic
Alphabe’c. You can £go steaclilg from lesson to lesson, one lesson at a
time. You can rePeat lessons any time you like. You will find that we take
you througlﬁ a [ogica[ sequence of steps, each step building on the
Prcvious one)jus’c like the way that children learn to read and write a
new alphabe’c and a new Ianguage. This process is tried and tested. It
has worked for hundreds of years, and it will work for you, too, as you

learn Aramaic!

First, we show you how to use your current knowlcdgc of the Aramaic
Alphabet, where you can recognise cach of the letters individua”g, and
leveragc that to read entire Aramaic words. We will give you lots of

examples to ge’c you started.

Next, we will give you lots of Practice bg looking at very common, small
words, onust two letters. There are lots of thcm, and they are all very
common, and you will soon be able to read them all. You will soon be

able to recognisc them when you look at a whole passage in Aramaic.

We will build on this bg looking at longer Aramaic words — of just three
letters. We will show you how to sound them out, letter ]33 letter. Then
we will look at Aramaic words with four letters. Then we will look at the

very commonest names in Aramaic. 159 the time you have finished all
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those introcluctorg lessons, you will be able to read Aramaic words. We
will give you lots of examples. Soon you will be reacling Aramaic words

and names that appear in Picturcs all over the Internet.
So cnjog thcjournegl The fun has already begunl

You should also know that an accomPanging DVD of these Aramaic
Alphabe’c lessons is also available from the Shop. You can find further

details here:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/DVDs/DVD-Alphabet-Ashuri



152 LEARN THE ARAMAIC ALPHABET — 'HEBREW ASHURI SCRIPT

About Ewan Macleod

. . ‘ r HE JesusSPolceAramaic.com website
*ﬁ is run bg Ewan Macl_eod, B.Sc. Hons.,
. M.Sc.

i Ewan is an expcricncccl Bible student who has

studied the Holg ScriPturcs intenselg since
being baptised about 25 years ago. He took an
immediate interest in the manuscril:)ts of the
Holy Bible and the Original Languages in which the insPired ScriPtures
were gjven, and is the director of the Bible ManuscriPt Societg
(BibleManuscriPtSOcietg.com), a Privatelg-gunded organization
sPccializing in the Protec’cion and Preservation of the Holg Bible down
tlﬂrough the centuries.

Ewan's main interests lie in Hebrew and Aramaic. He sPeaks modern
Hebrew ﬂuentlg, having studied Hebrew intensivelg at Ulpan Akiva in
thanya (Israel) for six mont]ﬂs, followed bg living in Israel for a further

five years, and continuously s’cudging Hebrew ever since.

In addition to a comPrel-ncnsivc knowlcdge of the Tanakh (Hebrew
Bible) and the Hebrew Massorah, Ewan's knowlcclgc of Hebrew soon
developed into a Passion for Aramaic. As well as studging the Aramaic
Targums and the Peshitta Tanakh (Aramaic old Testament), he has a
Particular love for the Aramaic Peshitta New Testament as the inspired
Word of God. JesusSPokeAramaic.com arose out of that love for the
Peshitta, and the desire to share the benefits of Aramaic with the world.

In addition to creating JesusSPokeAramaic.com, Ewan has worked

extensivelg in other areas of Hebrew and Aramaic (and, to a lesser
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extent, Biblical Ianguages such as Greek and Latin). As well as
stuclging Biblical manuscripts, workirlg on transcriptions, and much
more, he has worked with Bible Software comPanics such as
BiblewWorks to add new texts and modules. His knowleclge and skills are
available to work in these areas, or related work in connection with the
Biblical Ianguages and Bible manuscripts. He is also available for Pub[ic
sPea\(ing aPPointmentS in the field of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic.

And be sure to check out Ewan's other books:

Jesus Slookc Aramaic: The Reasons W/'ly & W/'ly It Matters
Go to JesusSPokeAramaicBook.com for more information.
You can download this book from:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/Books/JSA-Reasons-Why-Book

Discover Aramaic — The Bible's SECOND Ho/y Languages
You can download this book from:

JesusSpokeAramaic.com/Shop/Books/Discover-Aramaic-Book
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Visit JcsusSPolceAramaic.com

ISCOVER the Aramaic Bible and learn W/y Aramaic /s
revo/ut/on/zmg and transformlhg the stuc/y of the Old

and New Testaments.

Have you visited JesusSpokeAramaic.com yet?

Be sure to visit the website and discover all the amazing reasons Whg
You Should Subscribe to Jesus Spokc Aramaic TODAY!

Aramaic was the languagc of the Assyrian and Babglonian Empircs,
and is Judaism's second Holy Language, alongside Hebrew. The
Aramaic language became dominant amongst Jews after the
Babglonian exile, and was sPoken bg Jesus and the disciples. By
leaming the Aramaic language and stuclging the Aramaic Bible, you will
get back to more authentic and original roots of both the Old and New

Testaments.

L etJesus SPol(c Aramaic be your guide as you navigate the
Fascinating world of the Aramaic [anguage, the Aramaic Bible, and
better understand the H019 Scriptures.

“Mg Son, let not the Aramaic be Iightly esteemed by you as the
Holg One, blessed be He, has seen fit to gjve it voice in the Torah
and the ProPl':e’cs and the Writings” (Palestinian Talmud, Sotah 7:2)

As a subscriber to Jesus Spoke Aramaic, you will benefit from:

LV 4 Unrestricted access to all of our lessons and resources about
the Aramaic Bible, which are growing, all the time. Click here to

see our current list oF Aramaic lessons‘

« Fascinating audio-visual lessons on the Aramaic Bible, giving
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you an exciting, fun and vibrant way to learn about the Aramaic

language down tlﬂrougl'x the centuries.

« Amazing lessons on the History & Background of the Aramaic
languagc, to hclp you understand the signiﬁcancc and
imPortance of the Aramaic Bible and the Aramaic Peshitta.

LV 4 Step-bg-step videos lessons that litera”g walk you through
every letter of the Aramaic alphabe’c in the Ashuri and
Estrangela scriP’cs, slﬂowinggou how to write each letter in turn,

and how to pronounce it.

& Lessons on the Aramaic Bible suitable for all stages including

beginner, intermediate and advanced Aramaic studies.

& Discover the amazing puns, Plags on words and Poetrg of the
Aramaic Peshitta, and find out wl’xg the Aramaic Peshitta
resolves many Problems, variant rcadings and inconsistencies in
the Greek New Testament!

& Read our wonderful Aramaic Bible Stuclg Guides — on The

Lord's Prayer, with more coming!

2V S’cudy our video lessons on the Aramaic Peshitta New
Testament, Biblical Aramaic, the Aramaic Targums and the
Aramaic Peshitta Old Testament.

« Fascinating lessons com[:)aring the Hebrew and Aramaic
languages, so if you know any Hebrew, you can leverage your

cxis’cing knowledgc to learn Aramaic even faster!

« Interactive forums on the Aramaic Bible, where you can discuss
the Lessons and Resources in a communitg of like-minded

students who are also interested in Aramaic.

YV Participate in our Po”s and online quizzes) to test your growing

unclerstancling of the Aramaic language and the Aramaic Bible.

« Exclusive Bonus material about Aramaic and the Bible,
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inclu&ing several full-color PDF Hebrew Bibles, our sPecial
FPartner Ogers, and our unique collection of Rare and Out-of-
Print Aramaic books — Provic]ing you with all the tools,
grammars, lexicons and dictionaries you will ever need to study

Aramaic!

“Did you know that Aramaic is still sPokcn bg communities
throughout the Middle East and the diasPora todag?”

As well as oﬂ:cring litera”g hundreds of stcP~bg~stcP video lessons, be
sure to visit the Jesus Spolcc Aramaic website to see what else we
offer. We have:

P A whole range of video lessons on DVD to accompany the

online lessons.
Aramaic S’cudg Guides, like this one.

Aramaic Workbooks, which accompany the DVDs and video

lcssons, or work stand-alone for individual study.
Aramaic Books

Exclusive Aramaic and Hebrew Bibles, available nowhere else.

Jesus SPO‘«-: Aramaic will further your ‘mowledge of the Aramaic
language and the Aramaic Bible tlﬂrough our exciting video lessons,
and hclp you get back to true, original and authentic Aramaic Biblical

roots.

Subscribe to Jesus SPokc Aramaic TODAY!

Make sure you take a look at our ToP Reasons to Subscribc, and find
out what awaits you once you have your own access to this incredible

and unique website!!
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May God bless Yyou as you stua’y His /nsID/'rea’ Word.
Ewan Macleod

JesusSpokeAramaic.com
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