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Studies on expression regulation of lysophospholid synthesis enzymes by steroids
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Autotaxin (ATX) is the enzyme responsible for the production of lysophosphatidic a
cid with diverse functions. This study revealed that mRNA expression level of ATX was decreased by steroid
treatment in ATX-expressing cells. Furthermore, decreased serum ATX antigen levels were observed after th
e initiation of treatment with steroids for patients. The decreased levels recovered during tapering of PS
L dose in a dose-dependent manner. In addition, considering the results of experiments using murine epidid
ymal adipose tissue, decrease of serum ATX levels by steroids might be due to the decrease of ATX producti

on from adipose tissue.
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