
Quality Growth
Growth happens. But as Envision Utah’s
motto reminds us, how we grow matters. As
Utahns, we have a history of recognizing
that this is the place, a crossroads, and a
destination that will blossom as a rose.
People flock to and remain in Utah as a
choice destination for themselves and their
families for many reasons, however, it would
be irresponsible not to recognize the
essential role that Utah’s amazing natural
places play in our economic prosperity. Our
own youth, along with the best and brightest
from around the country, are attracted to
Utah precisely because of our plentiful
outdoor access.

Through the LeRay McAllister Critical Lands
Conservation Fund, the Utah Quality
Growth Commission continues to make
significant strides in achieving the purposes
of the Utah Quality Growth Act. The
Commission is able to deliver the goals of
the Act with the help of many partners, all
focused on maintaining Utah's quality of life
for our children and their children. Future
generations’ must have access to

locally-grown food, abundant wildlife, and
pure drinking water. Good decisions about
Utah’s open lands will pay dividends for
generations to come.
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The Commission recognizes the critical role
these open and agricultural lands play in our
state. The Commission is composed of not
only agricultural, wildlife, and recreational
interests, but also includes representatives
from the Home Builders and Board of
Realtors. All our commissioners recognize
the essential need to conserve the lands
that provide food, fiber, and pristine water
resources - while also contributing to our
sense of place,
our sense of
beauty, and our
ability to
recreate.

The adage in
real estate
development of
“location,
location,
location”
underscores the
importance of
place and what
surrounds it.
Quality land
conservation is
part of quality
growth - and is
also good
business.

Sustaining the Lands that
Sustain Us
Food and water constitute the most basic
and foundational needs for our society, and

both require access to finite lands with
unique characteristics.

Maintaining a viable agricultural industry will
require a critical mass of arable farmlands.
With increasing development pressure, an
intentional effort is needed to maintain our
state’s strategically-significant agricultural
resources.. The majority of the acres
preserved using LeRay McAllister Fund

dollars have
been used to
preserve
agricultural
lands.

Going
forward, even
greater
emphasis will
be placed on
our working
agricultural
lands. As
required by
HB 305 during
the 2021
General
Session, the
Quality
Growth
Commission

has completely overhauled the application
process and scoring criteria for the LeRay
McAllister Fund to strengthen projects that
preserve working agricultural
lands and to increase the objectivity and
rigor of the entire program. Each project is
scored based on publicly-available data
produced by state and federal agencies.
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These refinements have improved the
quality of the projects funded and taken
much of the subjectivity out of the funding
process.

Leaving a Legacy
Since 1999, the $24.64 million dollars
invested by the Legislature has been
leveraged many times over to fund a total of
$243.4 million in conservation and
restoration projects throughout the state.
Each of these projects preserved lands that
are deemed critical - critical for water, food,
wildlife, community character, and our
quality of life. Projects have included saving
long time farms tucked away in Cache
Valley, protecting little-known sage grouse
habitat in Utah’s uplands, and keeping
riparian corridors along Utah’s blue ribbon
trout streams blue. Other McAllister projects
have preserved iconic landscapes, dairies,
and recreational gems that are enjoyed by
thousands of visitors each year. Names
such as the Zion Narrows, Corner Canyon,
Kays Creek, Confluence Park, The
American West Heritage Center, Zollinger
Farm, Weber River Parkway, the Bonneville
Shoreline Trail, and Heber Valley Cheese
resonate with thousands of Utahns. They
evoke deep feelings of connection to the
essence of what makes Utah special. And
McAllister Fund Dollars were used to help
preserve these statewide treasures.

Recent Accomplishments
In the past two years, conservation efforts
have continued across the state. The
following projects have been funded using

LeRay McAllister dollars during 2019 and
2020.

● Iron County - Higbee Ranch. This
project conserves valued condor
habitat, ranch land, and big game
habitat.

● Midway - Kohler Dairy. A
multi-generation grass-fed dairy that
provides food, education
opportunities, and community
character in Heber Valley.

● Avon - Evans Ranch. This
mountainous ranch sits adjacent to
the Little Bear River. In addition to
being quality ranch land and wildlife
habitat, it also contains lands with
historical significance to the local
Shoshone Band.

● La Verkin - Confluence Park. This
historically-significant open land
provides a window into the past in a
unique desert environment. Funds
were used to help restore fire
damage and remove invasive
species.

● Millcreek - Jordan River. This
project helped ameliorate an area
adjacent to the Jordan River and will
provide public access to a natural
oasis in the heart of Utah’s most
populous county.

● Provo - Robins Utah Lake. Sitting
adjacent to the Provo River Delta
project, this parcel will continue to
serve as agricultural lands while
expanding protected wildlife habitat
and a water quality buffer to Utah
Lake.

● Cottonwood Heights - Bonneville
Shoreline Trail.  Development of this
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hillside parcel would have hindered
access to the Bonneville Shoreline
trail and reduced valued open
space.

● Coalville - Sargent Weber River.
The Sargent parcel preserves
valuable working agricultural lands
and riparian habitat along the Weber
River near Coalville.

● Pine Valley - Pine Valley Meadows.
These parcels complete one of the
final steps in a decades-long effort to
preserve the lush agricultural
meadows that make Pine Valley
Utah so unique in southern Utah.

●
Salt Lake County - Gate Buttress.
This project will restore vegetation in

a way that will protect the natural
beauty of an iconic landscape that is
being “loved to death”.

Unmet Opportunities
While the Commission has been able to
accomplish a significant amount with the
generous funding allocated by the
Legislature, more could be done if additional
resources can be secured.

During the 2021 funding cycle, ten
pre-applications were submitted to compete.
For the $1 million appropriated from the
Legislature, there were $6.87 million in
requests that would have helped fund over
$25 million in total project costs - including
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$4.8 million in landowner donations and $10
million in matching federal funds. The
applicants proposed conserving over 8,700
acres of land - 99% of which were working
agricultural lands.

There are few uses of state dollars that
provide such a high return on investment
and such lasting benefits. While the
growing number of applications
demonstrate the interest and current
opportunities, without additional funding, the
LeRay McAllister fund, and thus the state
itself, is failing to meet the critical needs of
future generations. With the advent of the
new project ranking criteria, it is the
commission’s hope that the legislature will
feel more comfortable in committing
additional funds to the critical work of
maintaining Utah’s unique landscapes and
the economic and quality of life benefits
they bring.
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���� 6DOW�/DNH :DVDWFK�+ROORZ�5HVWRUDWLRQ�� ������� ������� ������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� &DFKH *UHHQ�&DQ\RQ�5DQFK�3URMHFW�3KDVH�� ������� ���������� ���������� ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 6XPPLW 2VJXWKRUSH�)DUP ������� ���������� ���������� ��� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 'DYLV 6WULQJKDP�+RPHVWHDG ������� ������� �������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�DTXLVLWLRQ
���� 6DOW�/DNH -RUGDQ�5LYHU�3URSHUW\�5HVWRUDWLRQ ������� ������� �������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� :DVKLQJWRQ &RQIOXHQFH�3DUN�5HVWRUDWLRQ ������� ������� ������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� %R[�(OGHU 0DODG�5LYHU�7UDLO ������� ������� �������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�HDVHPHQW
���� 6DOW�/DNH �����6RXWK�7UDLOKHDG ������� ������� �������� ���� 2SHQ�ODQG�DTXLVLWLRQ
���� 6XPPLW 7ROO�&DQ\RQ ������� ���������� ���������� ��� 2SHQ�ODQG�HDVHPHQW
���� %R[�(OGHU %LUFK�&UHHN�5DQFK�3KDVH�� �������� �������� �������� ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� %R[�(OGHU 1RUWKZHVW�8WDK�3URSHUWLHV �������� ���������� ���������� ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 6XPPLW (UFDQEUDFN�5DQFK �������� ���������� ���������� ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 6DOW�/DNH :DVDWFK�+ROORZ�5HVWRUDWLRQ ������� ������� ������� � 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� &DFKH 6KHLVV�5DQFK ������� �������� �������� �� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 6XPPLW :ULJKW�5DQFK �������� ���������� ���������� ������ $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� :DVKLQJWRQ =LRQ�1DUURZV �������� ���������� ���������� ��� 2SHQ�ODQG�HDVHPHQW
���� :HEHU :HEHU�5LYHU�3DUNZD\ ������� ������� �������� ���� 2SHQ�ODQG�DTXLVLWLRQ
���� ,URQ 'HHS�&UHHN� �������� �������� �������� ��� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� :DVDWFK .RKOHU�'DLU\ �������� ���������� ���������� ��� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW

���� &DFKH (YDQV �������� �������� ¹ÇÆÁ�ÁÁÁ ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� :DVKLQJWRQ &RQIOXHQFH�3DUN ������� ������� �������� ��� 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� &DFKH .XQ]OHU �������� �������� �������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�HDVHPHQW
���� 6DOW�/DNH 0LOOFUHHN ������� ������� �������� ��� 2SHQ�ODQG�DTXLVLWLRQ
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���� 8WDK 5RELQV�8WDK�/DNH �������� �������� �������� ����� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� 6DOW�/DNH &RWWRQZRRG�+HLJKWV�%67 �������� ���������� ���������� �� 2SHQ�ODQG�HDVHPHQW
���� 6XPPLW 6DUJHQW�:HEHU�5LYHU �������� ���������� ���������� ��� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� :DVKLQJWRQ 3LQH�9DOOH\ ������� �������� �������� ���� $JULFXOWXUDO�HDVHPHQW
���� :DVKLQJWRQ &RQIOXHQFH�3DUN����� ������� ������� ������� 3HQGLQJ 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ
���� 6DOW�/DNH *DWH�%XWWUHVV ������� �������� �������� ��� 2SHQ�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ


