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Vet lVledicine Vital 'l'o 
HAY (,f E 

ch was tau:;l~;:~'.::letl~~~ec::;; having first been taught ay ery 0 n e 
of Th~· phio State Univer- of the veterinary curr1c;ulun1 Jtl 

elerinary 
of th~ 

. In fact ·l courg~ in vetw 

nry scie1H'~. dealing· largely 

1886. As thr science of bacleri-. \Vith nearly all t,,-;1~;8s cntcdng 
ology expanded in its s cop c,: the veterinary hospital, and seen 
training in thi.'> field \vas re- on a1nbulal1)i·~' r"!inic, being of 

1 the anato1nical structure, ~ quired in many area::> of under- the equine s1)ecies. l)uring this 
01011 ailn1entfi. and preven- graduate inslrurlion . ..-\8 a re- past year the' horse constituted 

of disea,,;i;:;,; of farm ani- suit the De:purltnenl of Bacteri- less than 2 p~r crnt of the total 
~. was included as a part of ology was lransferred to lhe 'clinical <·ases sC'en in the hos­
first curric1durn of this uni- College of A.rls nnd Science in 'pit8\ and nn a·1nb11lator:>: \vhilC' 
.it:v. 1914. the fond prodtt<'in.~ a 11 i 111 a 1 s 
hi:-; cnni.:· <1b,1ut as a result As shown frr1n1 Lhc accom- 'inacir up about 80 per <·(·nt of 
he insiSl•'lH.'t' ol Dr. ::\'orton pan yin g picturt':-i. Veterinary lhe cases and 81nall pt'[ anin1a!s 
l'<>WJH·::end. a ph~;sicinn. and 1-Iedicine ha::; undergont:> consid- <iboul 18 pC'!' l'C'nl. 
HHlcer in agriculture cc\uC'n- erable n1ctan1orphosis on this i\.[uch of lhc credit for lhc 

\\'ho stat(•d that ··,1 pros- campus sin re its inception in high !eve! of ?1utrition of the 
1us agriculture is in1:::;ed on 1873. The veterinary laboratory An1l'rit.:nn p~(•J.d··· \\'it h menl, 
icallhv liv..:::;tock industr::. and the prescn\ v~lcrinary clinic 1nilk. egg·:-: an·~· 'lthcr producls 
:h re~iuir1..~:-- 311 u1Hlt:r::;lnnd- buildings havl' served as head- 1Jf anin1<1l 01tg'in constituting 
nf animrtl d1scasc . .:;. tlH'ir pre- quarters for veterinary n1edicine the bulk of our· diet, belongs lo 
ion and \ontrol by individ- from 190·1 and 190~1 respectively the veterinary profession. \Vho 

cspeciall:. trnineJ to pro- unlil the decision 'vns made to through disease con l r o l and 
this s-crYit.·c to the livestock relocate vetcrinar:; rnedicine to cn:idication lnethocls Ju1ve made 

;:·dry of th~· state." the \Vest C:nnpu:;. Si;..;:'-lon Hnll . .\1ncrica one of lhe safest places 
\VaS a\:-i(t Ji.~t'gt·l,\' r_iup lO iS lhe first Of th•:! !lt''A" buildings •in the \VorJd for the procltt<.:tiOH 

TO\.\.'nsend',; ct'forL that the for the. V('\~rin,11·:; tol!cge to be of !ivc·::;tock. In tht· year:; ahead 
1..'"C of Veterinnr.\· ).[cdicine completed; It houses thl' dcp.art-: \vi th our rap j d ! y increasing 

0 ·t I I. ·I •I 0 •. 1 <ii~ tnent::: of .1:\nnton1~·. P,1ras1lo. ]- : ]>011ul<>tinn. \\"Ork of the \'eter-es a J \::; ll'l ""' ' - l'" l' . _ •.• · 1 · · t"l ,·- 1 ir. 1885 In ugv, vetcnnilr\· r.,\ct>..'1'10 ogy. in:1ry profession \\'ill a};t1n1e in-
1t1ng ins 1 11 1<.11 . -·--· · p. ·. t·. \.'[ ·.-r :· . . 1 Pl . · 
7ll years ot its existence thC' JC\~n l\e .• - 1 ".u.in'. .a11 1.". 1~si- crcasiug i1nporlance i( \\'C arc to 

I d .. I at•l ·Jfll·l vet- ologj an a Pha1n1,t1.:nl(/c...\· Ad-· n-1ainlain nutrition al its l)rescnl 
'"C la gt ,l1. u, ct. - . . . - ,- - l I 
.,,,, . h , . . <l .1.,1 i\[ ~c m1n1strativ1..· ollF'•~ ot L le co - level. 
<1rtans. as ,l a1ne - - 1 ·'- · - - . 1 1 .,. PhD 1· I· t~"' rr•hcsC' lcgc. Lhe Ve1e1_11Lt:·~· Lh>rary anc 

_;:> •. c:-n.nc ll .1 t .. ,. _l • • 

1 
l'ro\ idt· (:ood ~l'n.t-inin~ 

t I t J {·11 C'"ei·)' a unique nnd!!(ir1,un and c as~-
lua es are OL'<l c v • • • p 1 t l t t I I · ti U · and inany roo1n unn urt' :i:.;;1) localed u1 er u1ps le grea es c 1a -
C' in le nion 

1
'.
1 

. this buildinv· Th<:~ first unit of lenge f<1cing the p. rofession is 
.jo·n counlries. le1r serv· · ~· ! · I f ·· · l 11 "' the Cli11ic1 devut~d entirely lo ·Lo .. Prov 1 c e su 11c1ent y -w·e 

in addition to private prac· · d · · t k 
Pathology is uv..,,,. under con~ lra1ne velennar1ans lo a e 

include broad field!-i of Rfiw I .... , struction and g~neral pi ans for 1 i lh~ir place as part of a research 
:ies such as public health. the balance of the clinical needs.I: team in solving the problen1s 
·ral and slate aninlal disease are qunt~ well finalized. of disea;.;c, bolh in man and nni­
trol and eradicalion. teach-

research. \nborator:. ani1nal 
Jnction and service. phanna­
:1cal and biological produc-

and n1any others. 

Jtcquircu1t•nt:-. Chan~~· 'ma!. 'l'his requires more men 
\\

1 ith post graduate training 
There has been a similar prog- \Vhieh in lurn den1ands n1ore and 

ressive change in the acadc1ni< b ct le r l'qttippcd laboratories 
t·cqL11·1·cme11t•. 1·,,,. tl1° Doc·tor of 

-~ " an<l facilities for gr a cl u ale 
Veterinary 1-[C'dieine dcgTC'C'. Be- stud:-·. Oui· Ill'>\ facilities ai·e 

· : i?:innin2'. ns a three .\·C'ar (·olh'!!'C" · I 
ti · fi >\·I of ~ ··· -~ lllanncd \Vi th tin~ in mind anc 

::> you can ;it!i!. i1.· ,, 
1
Y•- cour~e for atlmi~sion. withou1 

· , 11 .1•1 • 1· · 1icr 1a1Js · ovf-r llll' last t\\·ent.>· .rears, the 
·rinar~· n11..~ ... ·1' "r . 

11 
ti· ! high 1:>t.:hool rcq11i1·pn1ent:-> thC' 

n10 ~r '-'L'l'S il1 " o Ll lC' 1 Collcgl~ of \l(·terinary 1-Jedicine 
:-. ' ··. I cclncalionnl progr;1rn h n:. ex· ,·it 1-11., c1111·,, ''l,'lte l'•ni·v·•i·s·i·t.i· !th 11r)fes-·ion,;· it nHISl con-' ... ._ •• ... 1 ~:-. · , pandt'd tu tlit· pl'e,;eut [\Vo \t•:1r 

1 itself '.1.-·ith all. species of pre-prol't':;sionn! and four \;carr; rank~ \vith the· top lhree 5chool~ 
l i·ds frnn1 ?.no annnals to the ~ f . 

1
, · _ in tht~ U. S. in lhe training of 

' . · . ur pro cssionnl c·o 1l";e r<•ou1r~'· 
;l doincsl1.t."::.1ted an1n1at~ .a.nd ments: acluall_\. aho,ut Go' pt.'r- vclerinarians for their Ph.D. de-
">t10'h inibhc hca\Lh activ1lles . grees. 

0 • • cent of lhc ~-:L;~,:c1~1~ entenng-
the control of dincases ot . 1. . 1 , 1 ' 'l'he close relationship of hu-. hi t vctenn.nry me( ll'lllf' oua\· Hive 

·nnls trans1n1ssn ·~ o man. j' cl)ninlcte~I 111 rv- , r·n·s 0 ;. nvirc '. n1an and animal disease is only 
trib'utes to th'~ ht"alth of our 1. ' 11 · ; , ' ' I recent!:-' being fully appreciated, 

o co e_s·c \vur.~. I 
1.enry. j s:,· .

1 1 
_ t and as a result 1nore and more 

·i e Departinent o[ Bacteri- 'I ·-
11111 ar :-: \':e can JHHnt ou I funds are being channeled into 

' h d . I . . . the the chnnging p1eluf'e in the cliJl.i- resea1·cl1 on an1"mals i·n a11 at· .,.,. a 1t.s )eg1nnu1g 1n ! 1 . ~ 
1
. 

1 
I · 

\~,.,,e of Veterinar\' 1fedicine, ca lrainin;:;.o ~ttH cz~t~ o~·~r L ~s ,I tempt to add to our kno\vledge 
o • same P e r Io cl . Ong1na y l c .. I of human diseases. 

clinical experiences \Ve1·e direct-
ed Pripl;,,W:i,1:-· to\\·a rel the hr)rse i. Since most b~ologic research 

1 is based on animal experi1nenta:. 
ti?n the impoi-tance of animals 

of a kncnvn quantity and quality 
is beco1ning increasingt:-· i1nporl­
ant in the inlcre~t or econon1y 
and validity of rPsearch results. 
This has cre;1ted a nev.· dcn1and 
foe veterinarians trained in tl:!e 
field o[ laburalory anin1al. \vli.o 
can supf•rvisc. the handli1lg. 
p1·0ducliirn, conditioning of <i.,ni­
n1als tn ue used. nnd parl1cipal­
iug in the researt.:h in thC' large"· 
n1f'dirnl ccnlcn.;. research 1:1ho:-n­
tc1r11.:."i and bi o 1ogica1 and 
phar1naceulicaJ production Ct"n­
tcrS.· To n1ef'L this den1and the 
cOll~ge initinted a progran.1 this 
·iast year l<Jr the training of 

t.udents in Liu:; field. \•,rhi{'h wi!l 
>~ expanded in lhe : cars ahead. 

'l'he field of velerina ry rnedi­
~ine like the other health sei­
~nce:•i; c <\ n no l be slalic.:. New 
·~nov.·l~Jge ]:j developing al a 
:·apid rate and likc·\vi~c there is 
\ constnnll.\· increasing dt•nHind 
for vetcrinar;: service. Fur an~·­
one intereslcJ in the biologica.1 

·field, there is no <1rea ;,.,,hich of-
! fcrs greater opportunities or 
challenge than veterinary 1nedi­
cine. Since 1946 there has been 
c1n 80 percent increase in vet­
erinary colleges and yet lhe de-
1nand for vcte1·inary graduaies 
today is the grealst in history. 
It is cstilnated b\• 1970 there 
will be a deficiency o{ at J('aSt• 

'10,000 velerinarians in the Lfnit-
ed Stales alone. The College of 

I Veterinary ~'v!edicine is anxious· 
, ly awaiting the co1npletion of it~ 
: plans for the new faciliti.es on. 
i the \Vest Carnpus in ordP.r l•1 
: increa:;c its enrollnH!nl to help 
1 n1 e et the present and futtn·e 
· need:.. ~)f l he profession 



Pictures Show Growth Of Veterinary Medicine'\ 

VETERINARY ANATOMY DISSECTION Building 1886-1891 
(1'he small building a.t extreme left) 

Yt:::TERil'iAHY COLLEGE JWILDJNGS 1890-1903 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL-1910 
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The C:olleqe of Veterinary Medicine 

V eterinary medicine has existed 
domestication of animals. 

since the 

The first authentic record of its practice 
dates back to 2200 B.C. when Hammurabi, 
king of Babylon, enacted the "Code of Ham­
murabi" in which the practitioners were re­
ferred to as animal doctors. 

Dean Walter R. Krill 

The first veterinarians were primarily con­
cerned with the welfare of animals and, as a 

' result, the veterinary art was in the hands of 
shepherds, farriers and race track touts. 

Today, veterinarians are also deeply con­
cerned with the welfare of humans as it is af­
fected by animals. 

The first formal education in veterinary med­
icine began in France in about 17 40 and veter­
inary medical education began in the United 
States in 1852. 

6 

The Ohio State University College of Veter­
inary Medicine was established in 1885 and 
since that date 3,136 men and women have 
been granted the degree, Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine. The college also has awarded 161 mas­
ter of science degrees and 45 Ph.D. degrees. 

Recognized nationally ancl internationa1ly fol' 
its instructional and research program, the 
Ohio State college ranks first in undergraduate 
emollment nationally and third in graduate 
enrollment. 

It has the largest alun1ni body of any 8ueh 
school in the country as one out of every 10 
veterinarians in the U.S. is an Ohio State grad­
uate. 

First clean of the College of Veterinary Med­
icine \Vas I-Iinrich Janssen Detmers, a native of 
Germany who studied at both the Royal Vet­
erinary College in Hanover and the Royal Vet­
erinary College in Berlin. He served f"om 188ii 
to 1895. 

Dean of the college since 1946 has been Dr. 
Walter R. Krill, who holds both the bachelor 
of science in agriculture and doctor of veteri­
nary medicine degrees from Ohio State. 

Early instruction in the college was conducted 
in the first university building, University 
1-Iall. Today, v.•ork goes on in several n1odern 
structures, including Sisson Hall, completed in 
1956 at a cost of $1.1-million; Goss Laboratory 
of Veterinary Pathology, completed in 1962 at 
a cost of $1.8-million; and a temporary Veter­
inary Clinic Building, completed in 1965 at a 
cost of $618,000. 

Aside from its day-to-day efforts to train 
veterinarians for the numerous positions open 
to them, the college also conducts an extensive 
research program, with studies ranging from 
those involving germ-free animals to others 
concerned with developing pre-race tests for 
detecting drugged race horses. 
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Vet Medicine College 
Honors 7 at Banquet 1 

Three j u n i o rs and four 
graduating s e n i o r s in the 
Ohio State University's Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine 
were among those honored 
Friday night at the college's 
annual awards night banquet. 

The awards included: 
The David S. White Me­

morial Award of $100, for 
initiative shown by a student 
ir.. veterinary medic a 1 re­
search, to Robert A. Stuhl­
man, Vet. Med.-4. 

The Oscar V. Brumley Me- I 
morial Award of $100, also I 
for initiative in research, to 
George Gilbert Cloyd, Vet. 
Med.-3. Cloyd also received 
the Alpha Psi v e t e r i n a r y 
medicine honor society junior 
award. 

The Borden Co., Inc., Award 
of $300 for the senior with 
the highest point-hour ratio 
maintained during the first 
two years in veterinary medi­
cine, to James A. Popp, Vet. 
Med.-4, whose point-hour ratio 
is 3.6. 

Thomas Hickey, Vet. Med.-
4, was chosen the most out­
standing senior in terms of 
service to his class and to the 
student chapter of the Ameri­
can Veterinary Medical Asso­
ciation. He received the award 
from the Women's Auxiliary 
to the AVMA. 

Each year the Upjohn Phar­
maceutical Co. gives two $100 
awards to seniors demonstrat­
ing competence in the care 
and treatment of animals in 
a clinical situation. Recipient 
of the award for large animal 
care was Royden S. Zinn III, 
Vet. Med.-4. The award for 
the clinical care of small ani­
mals went to Michael Wel­
land, Vet. Med.-4. 

Chosen to r e c e i v e the 
Charles Pfizer Pharmaceutical 
Co. $400 award for outstand­
ing scholastic ability in veteri­
nary medicine was Richard A. 
Hersman, Vet. Med.-3. 

W. Keith Wearly, professor 
of veterinary medicine, was 
honored at the banquet for 
his assistance to the Ohio 
State University Pre-Vet Club. 
an organization of undergrad­
uate students who plan to 
enter the college. 



Equjne Professorship Established 
6';>\J ~ ~ ~ i'1'1.,\l 

AT A luncheon meeting in the Columbus offices of John 
W. Galbreath, prominent industrialist and leader in thorough­
bred horse circles, President Novice G. Fawcett accepted a 
pledge of a professorship of equine medicine. 

The pledge will permit the addition of a top research 
veterinarian to Ohio State University's equine research pro­
gram. 

The pledge came from Galbreath and other thoroughbred 
leaders. Galbreath, the Ohio Racing Commission and Harness 
Racing Institute Were the prime movers in the establishment 
of the equine research program at Ohio State in 1964. One 
of the primary projects of the program is research on the 
pre-race testing of horses. 

The unique and broad-reaching equine research center at 
Ohio State's College of Veterinary Medicine will gain further 
momentum due to the establishment of this professorship. 

Officials of the Veterinary College lauded the move as an 
important and progressive step ahead in their overall equine 
research program. 

Said Dr. Clarence R. Cole, dean of the College: 
"Mr. Galbreath has long been recognized as a prominent 

leader in the thoroughbred industry. The establishment of 
the professorship will enable the entire horse industry to 
capitalize upon the knowledge of experienced veterinary med­
ical investigators." 

Dr. Vernon L. Tharp, director of veterinary clinics, said 
of the newly-formed position: "Mr. Galbreath's pledge for 
continuing funds for a professorship of equine medicine will 
permit us to add a world-renowned research veterinarian in 
equine medicine to our faculty." 

Dr. Tharp reported that the College of Veterinary Medi­
cine bas established the team approach for exhaustive re­
search in equine medicine. 

This center will use available funds to attack the main 
problems that plague the horse racing industry today. 

Some of these problems, as described by Dr. Cole, are: 

"fhe pre-race and post-race methods of identification of 
drugs and biologics which may have been illegally adminis­
tered as stimulants or depressants, in contrast to those neces­
sary to keep the horse in normal health for top physical per­
formance. 

Diagnosis, treatment and prevention of infectious disease 
in horses. 

Problems in horse reproduction such as infertility, embry­
onic death, abortion, congenital abnormalities and diseases 
of the newborn horse. 

Abnormalities of nutrition and metabolism resulting in 
lameness and the 'tying-up' syndrome. 

Diagnosis and treatment of equine diseases in general, in­
cluding surgical and medical probleins. 

He reported that the College has several projects already 
under way. 

Columbus Dispatch Sports Editor Paul Hornung, writing 
on the establishment of the professorship, said: 

"Galbreath, owner of two Kentucky Derby winners and 
a prominent figure in thoroughbred racing, conceded the 
recent incident in America's glamour race supplied consid­
erable impetus for the action announced Tuesday. 

0 'The necessity has been there all along,' Galbreath ex­
plained, 'but the Derby brought it into focus.' 

"Galbreath and Ohio State officials emphasized that the 
pre-race - and post-race - project is only one phase of 
the program. 'Equine research is an important part,' Gal­
breath noted." 

Hornung wrote that the pre-race testing program has 
been in use at Scioto Downs, located south of Columbus, 
for the last two years with faculty members from the Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine in charge. He commented: 
"It's believed the test could have prevented the Kentucky 
Derby turmoil by discovering the presence of a medication 
that showed up in a post-race urine test on apparent winner 
Dancer's Image." 



Colonel :N-'amed 
Assistant Dean 
For Vet College 

Z,';) ~ 6-g 
Col. \Villia1~1 -M. Johnson, 

USAF, MSC, has been appointed i 
assistant dean of· the College or' 
Veterinary J\1£Jcine at Ohio 
State University 

fornit•rly executive officer,· 
Co n11nu nd Surru:on 's Office, 
J-lendquarters ~lilitary Airlift 
Conunand, Johnson's duties will 
lnclude pl!'lnning <ind develop­
n1ent for the veterinary college. 

\Vhile in the 1nilitary, Johnson 
served \vith the School of AVia­
tion /Vledidne, the USAF Sufgeon 
c;eneral's Office, and was execu­
tive officer of the Wilford HaJI 
USAF·Hospital at Lackland AFB, 
Tex. 

·Johnson was graduated fro1n 
\Vinsconsin SH1tc Univers.ity. He 
is o n1cm ber of the A n1cricu n 
Collcg~ of Hospital Administra-

1 

tors. During his service in the 
1nilitary, he \vas awarded the Air 
Force Commendation tvledal <ind 
tile Legion of Merit. 

Ile and his \Vife. Florence, huve 
four children. ThCy reside <it 
I 58~.Q~i_t:yie_w Dr. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Board of Trustees of The Ohio State University on February.16, 1962, 
adopted a master plan for the future development of the campus. On eight 
subsequent occasions, the Board has approved changes· iri the master plan, 
all respecting the major plan concepts specified in the 1962 action: that the 
campus should develop so that its center of activity will be located close to 
the Olentangy River, a unique natural campus feature; that this location will 
unify the campus, heretofore separated by the river and by Olentangy River 
Road into "east" and "west" campuses; that walkways, bridges, and vehicular­
pedestrian separation should be provided in order to enhance the pedestrian 
nature of the campus. 

These three basic concepts--The River Campus, The Unified Campus, The 
Pedestrian Campus--have been translated into goals which have guided 
development since 1962. Examples of past projects and projects soon to be 
initiated which are increments of the comprehensive plan for achieving those 
goals are: 

1. Establishment of major student residential centers along the river. 

2. Siting of a union building and marina on the riverbank. 

3. Siting of a pedestrian bridge across the river near the residence 
halls and the student union. 

4. Impending relocation of Olentangy River Road westward to the 
C & 0 Railroad tracks. 

5. Development of the river floodplain and adjacent areas for both 
active and passive recreation. 

6. Construction of a languages building and a student health center 
west of Neil Avenue near the intramural fields. 

7. Construction of Medical Center buildings (Pharmacy and 
Biosciences) in proximity with the river area development. 

8. Siting of future academic s'tructures near the river on both east 
and west sides. 

9. Preliminary engineering for a campus loop road which will 
further u_nify the campus while increasing vehicular-pedestrian 
separation. 



10. Construction and planning of several parking garages on the 
campus perimeter. 

The major academic grouping identified in the master plan as Veterinary 
Medicine has been and is a principal component in the development projected 
to achieve the master plan's basic concepts. The major facilities for the 
College of Veterinary Medicine are located in proximity with other, closely 
related disciplines, specifically Agriculture, just to the north, and the 
College of Biological Sciences, Medicine, and Pharmacy, across the river 
to the southeast and directly linked with Veterinary Medicine by the proposed 
campus loop road. The College's geographic location is such that its 
future development will have a significant effect on the aforementioned 
basic concepts. 

With the development of the project entitled Comparative Medical Teaching 
and Research Facility, it was necessary to prepare a Preliminary Develop­
ment Plan for the College of Veterinary Medicine based upon a forecast of 
space needs prepared for the Federal grant application for CMT&RF. This 
planning study is intended to review the master plan for the Veterinary 
Medicine grouping, to bring the Preliminary Development Plan up-to-date 
in the light of recently-defined growth projections, and to make recom­
mendations for College of Veterinary Medicine physical development, in 
terms of both facilities and supporting operations. 

Jean D. Hansford 
Campus Planner 

William J. Griffith 
Director of Campus Planning 



GENERAL GOALS 

With the assistance of William M. Johnson, Assistant Dean of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, and with reference to the Phase II Campus Planning 
Study of The Ohio State University, the following general goals for the 
physical development of the College have been identified: 

1. Land Area Requirements and Academic Efficiency. 

The future development Jf the college should be -acc.ommodated 
within the area defined by the existing permanent buildings and 
their surroundings or on University owned or controlled land 
contiguous to that area. Disfunctional separation of facilities 
should be avoided. 

2. Environment 

Within the complex of academic structures which form the core 
of the college grouping, an environment should be created and 
maintained which allows the college to relate to campus life, 
which provides a pleasant and stimulating place for college 
activities, and which provides both internal orientation and 
external imageability. 

3. Functional Relationships 

The plan for development of the college should be sufficiently 
flexible to allow revisions in order to meet new or. changing 
educational requirements and techniques while preserving . 
affinities between related college activities. 

4. Circulation and Service 

The pedestrian and vehicular circulation elements of the college 
area should relate to those of the surrounding campus and, toward 
that end, should minimize pedestrian-vehicular traffic conflicts, 
should afford safe and direct access to college· facilities, and 
should permit convenient circulation of service traffic without 
interference with college activities. 

5. Parking 

The development of the college should be accomplished with 
adequate consideration for the parking needs of college faculty, 
staff, and students, and of visitors utilizing college programs 
or facilities. 



6. Utilities 

The plan for development of the College of Veterinary Medicine 
should take into consideration the locations of existing utilities 
and the high costs of supplying new utilities in order to preclude 
committing major increments of future building budgets to 
utilities contracts. 

7. Feasibility 

Development proposals for the college should be formulated so 
that their attainability is not jeopardized by unreasonable costs, 
legal roadblocks, or inappropriate phasing of construction 
projects. Proposals which are dependent upon major improve­
ment projects unrelated to academic facilities, for example, 
are likely to suffer long periods of inefficient utilization since 
the climate for funding major nonacademic projects is now, and 
is likely to continue to be, unfavorable. 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Buildings 

The buildings appearing on the Proposed Master Plan for the College of 
Veterinary Medicine reflect the space requirements needed for a projected 
enrollment of 5, 175 students (1, 995 fulltime and 3, 180 non-professional 
and continuing education) according to a Campus Planning-Administrative 
Research-Veterinary Medicine space requirement study. Total net 
assignable area supplied with the buildings shown is fJ50,.000 square feet 
for permanent construction and 86, 000 square feet for animal shelters. 
Building configurations represent total development in each case although 
construction of some may and should occur in phases, e.g., facilities 
should be supplied, as closely as practicable, in pace with tight enroll­
ment increase projections. 

In connection with the above, determinations of project .scope should be 
made during the educational programming stage of projec.ts in order that 
cost and enrollment parameters may effectively be utilized. Since project 
programming is contingent upon the allocation of capital funds, no 
timetable is established nor are phase limitations of projects defined. 

The following table lists the building requirements shown on the Proposed 
Master Plan for the College of Veterinary Medicine including those 
existing or soon to be under construction. 



P. M. P. 1 C. 1\1. P. 2 Area Height
3 

Nr. Nr. Use Gross Net (floors) Remarks 

1 151 Comparative Medical Teaching & 235, 578 145, 600 2 Impending 
Research Facility Construction 

la - -- Animal Isolation Ward 14, 600 9,050 1 

lb --- Comparative Medical Teaching & 
Research Facility Addition 37' 800 2 

2 152 Veterinary Pathology 73, 326 38, 737 3 Existing 

2a --- Small Animal Isolation Additions 42, 060 3 

3 153 Veterinary Basic Science 89, 112 57,045 4 Existing 

4 154 Comparative Medical Graduate 133,330 101,500 4 
Center 

5 155 Comparative Medical Research 122,200 4 
Facilities 

6 --- Comparative Medical Science 562, 830 376, 424 6 
Building 

7 - -- Animal Cancer & Chronic Disease 75,000 4 
Center 

8 --- Primate Disease Building 91, 660 3 

9 --- Diagnostic Laboratories 41,700 3 

10 --- Animal Shelters 90,000 86,040 1 

1 Proposed Master Plan. 
2 Existing Comprehensive IVlnst(T Plan. 
3 Including Basement. 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Outdoor Areas 

Two types of designated outdoor areas appear on the Proposed Master Plan 
and are differentiated by graphic patterns. The areas supportive of the 
academic programs of the College of Veterinary Medicine are not detailed 
with reference to specific use but are general areas which will be used for 
exercise yards, holding pens, observation and testing ~nclosures, and other 
program needs. Due to the indeterminant nature of the college development 
timetable, designation of areas for specific uses should occur concomitantly 
with academic facilities projects. 

The remaining areas are those which enhance the environment of the college, 
which accommodate pedestrian circulation and provide outdoor activity areas, 
both for leisure and academic pursuits, and which establish physical settings 
for the various college facilities. No details concerning walkway locations 
or court areas is indicated on the Proposed Master Plan. The developed 
"outdoor rooms" are indicated by graphic pattern; the la.wn areas are left 
unpatterned. 

Program outdoor areas (animal areas) total approximately 33 acres. The 
designation of this acreage in the Proposed Master Plari does not imply that 
the defined areas are to be reserved solely for use by the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The majority of the acreage is. presently assigned 
for other programs and will not be available for utilization until existing 
programs terminate or can be relocated. 

The designated acreage represents the objective that outdoor areas for 
animals should ultimately consist of approximately 30 to 35 acres and 
should be located within reasonable proximity to College of Veterinary 
Medicine academic facilities. Designating areas for future utilization on 
a master plan insures that needs so expressed when the plan is published 
will be considered when later siting or development ·decisions are made. 
Failure to designate areas for projected needs implies that no use is fore­
cast for those areas and, therefore, they are assumed to be available for 
other activities or facilities. 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Parking 

The College of Veterinary Medicine, along with the College of Agriculture, 
is relatively isolated from the remainder of the campus. Since there is 
presently no direct access for students from major student parking areas 
east of the Olentangy River and along Olentangy River Road to the college 
area, it is necessary that adequate parking be supplied in the immediate 
vicinity of college development or access to existing parking be provided. 

Activities of the University which are relevant to the problem are as 
follows: 

1. Approximately 250 additional parking spaces will be provided 
during summer, 1969, in temporary parking lots east and 
northeast of Sisson Hall. 

2. A pedestrian bridge across the Olentangy River between Sisson 
Hall and the River Dormitories will be completed by late 
summer, 1969, and will provide access to major existing lots. 

3. Regular campus bus service is provided the college at a 20-
minute interval during the day and on a call basis from 6 until 
10 P. M. When West Campus service is initiated during 
Autumn Quarter, 1969, service to the college will be con­
tinued and capacities will be regulated to meet growing demand. 
The primary purpose of the service is to accommodate class 
change movement but its flexibility in terms of meeting demand 
will provide for the needs of students using the busses for 
access to the college from parking areas elsewhere on the 
campus. 

4. Construction of the Olentangy Freeway, Campus Loop Road, 
Comparative Medical Teaching & Research Facility, and Goss 
Laboratory Addition in the college area will result in the loss 
of + 95 automobile parking spaces leaving a total of 207 
automobile spaces and 16 motorcycle spaces in the existing 
parking inventory. 

5. Eighteen parking spaces will be provided with the Comparative 
Medical Teaching & Research Facility. 



As a result of the activities listed above, there will be approximately 457 
available spaces upon completion of the temporary lots near Sisson Hall. 
In addition, major parking areas will be accessible via the pedestrian 
bridge and increased bus service will facilitiate movement without the use 
of private vehicles. The 18 spaces added with the Comparative Medical 
Teaching & Research Facility produce a total of 475 available spaces upon 
completion of that project. 

Utilization of faculty, staff, student, and visitor planning ratios for parking 
demand and parking accumulation indicates a need for 540 spaces upon 
completion and occupancy of the Comparative Medical Teaching & Research 
Facility, leaving a parking supply deficit of only 65 spaces at periods of 
peak demand in the college's immediate vicinity. Consideration of items 
2 and 3 above implies that when the Comparative Medical Teaching & 
Research Facility is completed, parking supply and demand can be rela­
tively balanced. 

Applying the same planning ratios to projected increases in enrollment 
and in numbers of faculty and staff at the "horizon" development illus­
trated in the Proposed Master Plan indicates that approximately 1, 500 
additional parking spaces will need to be provided by that time. 

The Proposed Master Plan illustrates the location of parking facilities 
which will satisfy that need, specifically a 1, 320-car parking garage and 
additional surface parking for 400 automobiles (approximately 200 of the 
250 temporary spaces east of Sisson will be lost with the construction of 
future academic facilities). 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Development Density 

In master planning on The Ohio State University campus, two guides for 
development density are utilized, the floor area ratio (F. A. R.) and the 
ground area coverage ratio (G. A. C. ), the first being the ratio of total 
building floor area to the total ground area and the second being the ratio 
of ground area covered by buildings to the total ground area. These 
guides are not defensible in themselves since they are primarily environ­
mental factors and should be applied only with reference to the proposed 
development area.in comparison with areas already developed. 

The development shown on the Proposed Master Plan can be considered in 
two scales of density. If the area west of the railroad is included in the 
calculations (along with its animal shelters), the F. A. R. and the G. A. C. 
for the college are, respectively, 0. 53 and O. 17. The University's 
master plan recommended ratios of O. 43 and O. 20, respectively, for the 
limited college area dealt with in the master plan. If our considerations 
are confined to the major academic area development .east of the railroad, 
the F. A. R. becomes O. 97 and the G. A. C., 0. 28. While these densities 
are relatively high (they approach the densities recommended for the 
College of Engineering area, for example), unlike mapy other campus 
areas, the College of Veterinary Medicine is immediately adjacent to 
major open space elements of the University, and, iµ fact, is located in 
close proximity to the central environmental feature of the campus plan, 
the Olentangy River and its environs. 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Circulation 

The circulation pattern illustrated on the Proposed Master Plan is intended to 
satisfy requirements of direct, efficient vehicular access while respecting 
the general goals of the plan concerning environmental conditions and vehicular­
pedestrian separation. 

Economic feasibility and physical limitations of the college area dictate that 
the Coffey Road collector street not be vacated, but certain topographic 
revisions are proposed in order to soften its effect as a barrier to free 
pedestrian movement. It is specifically recommended that Coffey Road 
ultimately be slightly depressed east of the Comparative Medical Teaching 
& Research Facility and that a pedestrian bridge be provided with the 
Comparative Medical Teaching & Research Facility expansion to the east 
to connect with the Comparative Medical Science development east of Coffey 
Road. 

It is also proposed that a free-standing pedestrian bridge be erected over a 
slightly-depressed Coffey Road between Sisson Hall and Goss Laboratory. 

Finally, the plan recommends dual use of visitor access and service access 
circulation elements. Since client and visitor trips often involve trailers, 
trucks, and vans, use of these routes for University service vehicles is 
judged to be a compatible arrangement to avoid a proliferation of paved areas 
within the college area. 



SPECIFIC STUDIES 
Design Factors 

Architectural solutions for College of Veterinary Medicine buildings east of 
Coffey Road should be developed with consideration for the natural split in 
orientation which exists because of their site locations. They must not only 
relate to the college "core" area, the central open space defined by develop­
ment on either side· of Coffey Road, but they should take advantage of the 
valuable view opportunities to the east--the river and the floodplain area. 
With the vacation and removal of Olentangy River Road between the Olentangy 
Freeway and Stadium Drive, the entire area east of the college will assume 
an environmental character of great value to the visual experience of college 
inhabitants and visitors. 

Although the sizes and locations of buildings on the plan are diagrammatic, 
consideration was given to their relationship to each other and to the "outdoor 
rooms" they define. During project planning of future facilities, careful 
consideration should be given to these factors, not only because of their 
effect on the environment, but because functional efficiency is often enhanced 
by properly located and conceived outdoor spaces and building relationships. 

The diagrammatic building forms in the Proposed Master Plan represent 
required building areas according to identified needs for the several disciplines 
projected to be housed. Since it is unpredictable what future needs will be 
identified prior to achievement of the proposed plan facilities, all new struc­
tures should be designed with maximum flexibility for expansion or reasonable 
levels of conversion to new uses. In addition, it will be preferable to design 
for joint occupancy of buildings with shared services and support areas rather 
than distorting the plan by major changes in building size or location because 
of reduced budgets or unrealized program projections. 

Because of the frequent incidence on The Ohio State University campus of 
unforeseen building alterations and additions, it is strongly recommended 
that preliminary building design include schematic investigations into building 
configurations beyond program limitations. If design is developed with 
potential additions contemplated, the likelihood is increased that architectural 
quality will be preserved despite future development uncertainties. 



GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Existing Campus and the Proposed Campus Plan 

The following general recommendations are offered as guidelines for enhanc­
ing achievement of the Proposed Master Plan for the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. They are not exclusive to the college but are presented here in 
the hope that they may be of value in realizing the expectations the plan 
represents. 

1. Avoid the use of "temporary" buildings. While there are often 
advantages to be gained by their use to meet special space needs 
for an interim period, they often represent irretrievable costs 
and may damage the case for capital allocations for permanent 
facilities. They contribute too often to unsightly conditions and 
even though they are often in use for only two or three years they 
seriously affect the environment for a major portion of the period 
a student attends the University. 

2. Avoid violating open space areas with temporary or permanent 
development. Open space is a diminishing resources; once 
utilized, it is seldom vacated- -once taken, it is seldom returned. 

3. Take great care in the selection of architects to execute future 
buildings in the college area. Most architects produce sound, 
workable solutions, but because of the unique i'equirements of a 
college of this nature and the extreme area limitations, architects 
are needed who have both experience and insight in the special 
problems of like facilities. The interface between health 
profession facilities dealing with animal research, instruction, 
and public service and the traditional campus environment is 
a tenuous one. An insensitive design approach to the problem 
of insuring their compatibility would be disastrous, not only 
to the campus at large, but to the college as well. Highly 
competent and creative designers can achieve the melding 
of two environments without difficulty. 

4. The most critical aspects in insuring site availability for the 
development proposed for the college are completion of the west 
portion of the Campus Loop Road and vacation of Olentangy 
River Road east of the college area. The first will supply both 
vehicular and pedestrian access to closely-related discipline 



groupings on the University campus--the other health profes­
sions and the life sciences in general--strengthing existing 
affinities and unifying campus activities. The second will 
make available areas for both College of Veterinary Medicine 
and University development, improving the quality of environ­
ment and increasing opportunities for experiencing the envi­
ronment, within the building groupings and outside them. 



GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
Special Proposals 

In connection with Proposed Campus Plan implementation, several non­
academic projects have been mentioned which are intended to improve the 
functional and aesthetic effectiveness of development. Depressing Coffey 
Road and bridging it with pedestrian circulation structures are two examples 
of such projects. Other projects, not specifically detailed in the plan 
graphics, but which would enhance the efficiency of campus operations are 
the following: 

1. A separated pedestrian lane on the Loop Road bridge crossing 
the river south of the college area. 

2. An additional pedestrian bridge across the river north of the 
college area. 

3. An animal/ pedestrian tunnel under the Loop Road, Freeway, 
and railroad tracks between the college academic area and 
the major outdoor animal areas. 

4. Construction of an underground parking level beneath the 
north Sisson Hall lot served from a depressed Coffey Road 
and subsequent removal of surface parking south of Goss 
Laboratory and Sisson Hall. 
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OSU Researches 

c~~!~Xl~us .~!e.~!,~ ... , .. 
t..nttmStatTWr!ttr in the area of can.cer~causing viruses in 

Questions involving cats, leukemia, and animals. 
men are no\V being investigated at Ohio Laboratory findings have sho\vn that 
State by researchers in the Veterinary leukemia can be induced into mice by 
Pathology Department. mixing a virus in an aerosol spray and 

Fears of cat O\Vners were aroused two exposing the mice to the contaminated 
\veeks ago by .reports that a virus in cats, atni.'bsphere. 
\vhich causes leukemia, also could affect According to Griesmer, the dosage was 
other animals and possibly humans. lo\Y, no more than what a mouse might 

Veterinary Pathology Chairn1an, Dr. receive by any other means. 
Richard A. Griesmer, doubts that cats can Research has also sho\vn that leuke1nla 
carry leukemia to man. can be spread b¥- a diseased mouse to a 

"A human is not likely to be exposed to healthy one living In.the same cage. 
very much virus of an animal," he said. A virus isolated by Asst. Professor E. 

Serum taken from cats in California and McKissick also was shov.1n to cause cancer 
Columbus \vii! be exan1ined by the in rabbits, rats, dogs, and ha1nsters. 
department for antigens \Vhich show A study published last year by Griesmer, 
activity of leukemia virus in cats. Professor Robert L. Farrell, and Lauren G. 

This will shO\V hO\V widespread the Wolfe, no\V of the University of Illinois, 
leukemia is among the cat population, shows monkeys can be infected \Vith the 
according to Griesmer. cancer-causing Yaba virus by exposing 

We \viii have to determine next, he said, them to aerosol spray containing the virus. 
how the virus is contracted by cats. It is This suggests a potential risk to man by 
possible that the virus is passed from the inhaling the virus, according to the report. 
mother to the fetus he said. Another step in the research \Vas made 

If this is true, he added, control of the \Vhen a means to measure antigens was 
spread of the virus could be very difficult. developed by Prof. David S. Yohn. It is 

"If the virus is passed by exposure, then a done by tagging the antigens with 
vaccine against the virus is possible," radioactive ions. 
Griesmersaid. Yohn discovered that the same antigens 

Research by ·the Veterinary Pathology are found on the surface of cells which a 
Departmeii.t into the study of leukemia and particular virus _has infected, regardless of 

\Vhat animal is infected with that virus. 
Work with cats and feline leukemia 

could be greatly speeded if there were more 
money for research, Griesmer said. 

With the present level of financial 
support, it \vill take about five years to 
complete the work with cats, he added. 

He said the pathology department at 
Ohio ::>tale ranks last among those in U.S. 
veterinary schools in state-supported 
research. 

Most of the work on cancer-causing 
viruses has been financed \Vith aid from the 
National Cancer Institute, because of the 
possibility of a connection between the 
causes of cancer in animals anJ 111;1n . .;;;:iid 
Griesmer. 
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OSU Researchers 
Tackle Cat Theory 

By TOM FENNESSY 
Of Tho Dispafch Slaff 

j•) ··11 
As money ·per,mits, researchers in the 

,veterinary pathology department at Ohio 

State University are prepared to settle 
some questions about cats, tnan and 

leukemia. 
Fears of 

rnany cat 
owners were 
roused two 
'veeks ago by 
reports from 
sever al re­
search institu-

Yo.hn Griesemer tipns indi-
cating the virus that causes leuke1nia in 
cats can infect other species, possibly 
n1an. 

NO CANCER FOUND in man is kno\\'n 
to be caused by virus, but most scientists 
doubt that man is immune to cancer-pro­
ducing viruses. 

That cats can carry 1eukernia to 1nan 
is only a suspicion. Veterinary pathology 
:chairman Dr. Richard A. Griesemer 
doubts they can. 

Researchers in his department have 
caused cancer in animals by infecting 
·them with viruses from animals of dif~ 
.ferent species, but he said the size of the 
virus dose was the most important factor 
~in transmission of cancer between species. 

A HUllIA.i'I, HE SAID, is not likely to 
1be exposed to very much virus of an ani­
,mal. 

Griesemer himself Is a former cat 
.owner. He is quick to .point out the fam­
:lly cat is gone because of danger to 
'drapes, not health. 

Griesemer said serum taken from cats 
in Columbus and California v,1ill be ex· 
ami.ned for the presence of antigens that' 
betray activity of feline leukemia virus. 
The survey, ·he said, will make possible 
.estimates of how widespread is leukemia 
'among the cat population. 

THE ~EXT STEP, '1-riesemer said, will 

be to determine how tht virus is spread 
within the cat population. "It could be," 
·be said, "the virus is passed from motheilt 
to the fetus. If fuat's the case then con­
trol of the spread of the virus could be 
very difficult. 

"If the virus is passed by exposure, 
then a vaccine against the virus is pos· 
sible." 

Researchers in the veterinary patholo­
gy department will begin the work on cat 
. leuk~n!!~1 vir!1s .,'Nit.h a great deal of ex· 
p8rience in th·e· area of cancer.causing 
viruses ·in animals. 

· . AMONG IMPORTA1'T laboratory find­
ings: · 

• Hesearchers have induced leukemia 
in inice by n1ixing a virus in an aerosol 

!Spray and allowing the animals to breathe 
i the contaminated atmosphere. Griesemer 
1sa1d the, virus dose was low, approximat· 
1ing what a mouse might receive by any 
!other route . .Researchers have also seen 
~leU.k~n1ia spread from a diseased mouse 
;to a healthy one living in the same cage. 
) • Cancer has been caused in cats by 
giving them:: nose . drops containing 
.c~ncer·causing virus. The nose drop solu· 
t1on \Vas chosen· as a way to administer 
.the virus, Griesemer said, to simulate the 
droplets that might be contained in a 
:sneeze. 

WH,<\.T IS TO BE DONE next. Griese­
mer said, is to test for the presence of 
virus in cat saliva. It is kno\vn that 
·cancer-causing virus is found in the sa!i­
:vary glands of cats. The finding may say 
somethmg on the danger of bites. 

• One of two types of virus that 
, causes tumors in cats has been isolated by 
, associate professor Gaylord E. McKissick. 
·The same virus has the ability to cause 
; cancer in rabbits, rats, dogs and hamsters. 

1 • Griesemer, professor Richard I,. 
[Farrell and Lauren G. Wolfe, now of the 
! University of Chicago medical school, 
! published a study last year in which they 
showed .monkeys can be infected with the 

· cancer.causing Yaba virus bv breathing 
1 an aerosol _sji_1~aL~ontaining It. The fipd-

., 



Faculty Pushes Dean 
To Leave V e-t School 

30 HAR '71 

By GHA YllOi\ llMIBIUCK 
Of Tli11 Dlipolch Sfoif 

Under prc::.:-.ure fro1n his faculty 
tu quit. Dr. Clarence ft_ Cole, clean of 
Ohio Slate Un1vcr:)ily's College ul 
Veterinary ~fcc!Jcine, has announced 
he \VJJ! resign. OSl: 
officials 1·011fir111ed 

Tucsda~ 
Dr. Ja111es Hobin· 

::on, OSU's vice pres­
ident for acadcn1ic 
affairs 1 said Cole, 52, 
announced to the 
\'clcrinary college 
faculty J'vfonday that Cole 
he \vill gh·c up the deanship "as soon 
as a succcs.-.:or can be chosen." 

ltO!lli\SOi\ CONFlllMED reports 
that about 50 of the college's 60 
fulllime faculty 111cmhcrs had signed 
a petition asking for Cole's resigna­
tion 

Hobinson said Cole's letter oC res-

DJ:.SP4TCH 

1_!!11<1uon reached the: university's top 
olf1c1;d~ Tuesday. ln the letter, Cole 
dSkcd ti1:n hr be relieved of his 
dut1c:i "~' citi,1n no lalcr than Sept. 1. 

1;11b1n:!)un dccl111rd to JC\Cal the 
prctL"! wording of the petition by 
! lie collc;..;c facu!t.v 

l'llLE, WHOSE SALAl\Y is now 
;:!34,300, \\'Jll return to professorship 
in v0terinary pathology at $30.000 a 

.\ L'ar. Hobinson said 
Cn!c \vas unavailable for con11ncnt 

l'uc,o,;da.~·. 

'!'hr: petition cited a general de­
(']inc in 111or;ilc a1nong the college's 
J;:icully and difficulty in faculty re­
cruiting. Robinson said. 

l\OBINSON SAlll STUDENTS and 
faculty recruiting ah.,.·ays is difficult 
for :1ny vcterinar}r college because of 
'the· liinitcd nu1nber of those colleges 
at universities in the nation, and 

bct:.tusc of tl1e lugh dcn1and for con1· 
petcnt vclcnnary instruc.tors 

·Jl 1:i unfair )Q s~1y t!H' dec1n i:i 
re:,pon::i1blc for d1ff1culty in l:u.:11\l) 
recruiting." Hobinson said 

l'OLE, OF 28ti!l \Vc!s[ord Hd., ha:i 
been dean of the college since July 1, 

1967 
:\ native of Crestline, Ohio, Cole 

&ttonded Otterbein College, then 
OSU \\.'here he earned the doclor of 
veterinary n1edicine degree in 1943, 
the 1naster of science in 1944.and lhe 
doctor of philosophy degree in 194i. 
lfc advanced fro1n the f;iculty rank 
of instructor in 1!144 tn professor in 
1950. 

Cole has served on ·various nation­
al con1111issions and prorcssiona\ 
boards and in 1957-58 \Vas president 
of the Atnerican College of Veteri-
nary J'>atholog:ists_ -

Vet Meel dean·forced to resign 
By DALE VanLERBERGiiE 
. "31 HftR 71 
The dean of the College of Veterin­

ary Medicine has resigned under fire 
after a petition calling for his 
removal was signed by about 50 of the 
college's 60 full time faculty 
members and presented to the· 
University administration. 

,Clarence Cole, dean since 1967, pre­
sented his resignation to James A. 
Robinson, provost and vice president 
for academic affairs, and said he will 
give up his position, "as soon as a 
successor can be chosen." 

It is believed Robinson received the 
petition during the quarter break: 

Students in the college said Cole 
first announced his decision to resign 
in an emotional speech Monday to a 
group of junior and senior veterinary 
medicine students. 

In his letter of resignation, Cole 
asked to l)e relieved of his duties as 
dean no later than Sept. 1. 

Robinson said the petition was 
"reasonably general, not very 
specific," but declined to reveal the 
precise wording. 

Robinson said the petition cited a 
general decline in morale among the 
college's faculty and difficulty in 
faculty recruiting. 

Robinson said student and faculty 

recruiting is difficult because of the 
high demand for , competent 
veterinary instructors. · 

"It is unfair to say the dean is 
responsible for difficulty for faculty 
recruiting," Robinson said. 

"Cole did in four years what deans 
and other administrators wish they 
could do in the same time," Robinson 
added. "I think Dean Cole has done a 
wonderful job and I accepted his 
resignation regretfully." 

Cole will resume teaching in the 
Department of Veterinary Pathology, 
where he holds an Ohio Regents' 
Professorship. Cole declined further 
comment. 



Vet dean blames . ~ ' ,, ·,. ~ . 

troU-bleso,o_ pay 
freeze 

, . 2. flP P- .'JI heard of a petition. I have no cerneJ." ·· meTnhte." Lantern 
kn I .d . of 't" D1·ectrich Alter mentioning, Jones contacted 

ow e ge 1 • I Thomas Powers, acting : By DALE VanLERBERGHE 'd · and Powers, the same la.cu ty . 
sai · ct chairman in veterinary Although most faculty member also ment1one d h 

Clarence' Coie, dean of the members were close- •Richard Griesemer, chair- physiology an P armaco-
' college of veterinary_ med_i- mouthed about the subJ·ect, man of veterinary patholog;y, logy, who said, "You have. 

d l th · h th t1 talked to other admini-cine who resigne ear 1er IS ·one professor, who asked not ·in conr.ection wit e pe - scra'tors and faculty mem-. 
, we· ek 'aid be believes a facu- t be 'd t1·11·ed sa1'd "The t'on Y 

• 

0 

o 1 en • • 1 · be~ in the college. I think Ity petition brought against topic of the petition is a very. "Oh yes, sure, Grieseme_r this whole thing has gone too 
'him resulted from a recent . heated subject. I haven't. had plenty to do with the pet1- far. I will not comment on 
faculty salary freeze. seen the petition, but David' ti on," the faculty member 

"'Since I was in power and Jones and Thomas Powers: said. anything." 
there was a freeze placed on have signed it. I haven't Griesemer said he felt the Although the Board of Trus-
the bUdget," Cole said,_ '.'I signed the petition." resignation of Cole is a . tees has not ruled on Cole's 
think the petition ,prec1pit- When Jones, professor of "family affair" and one that resignation, he expecis it will 
ated largely from the freeze." veterinary preventive medi- should have been confined to be accepted and will resume 
~Cole said faculty members cine, was contacted, he said the college and not made pub- : teaching in the fall. 

· "found it was very hard to he .considered the matter · lie. \ Cole plans to resume teach-
accept: "a freeze . which "pretty much closed." "I think it would serve the, ing in the department of 
stopped cost-of-living salary "We did not want to cause a, University best if it would I veterinary pathology where 
increases." disruption between students, I just die " Griesemer said. he holds an Ohio Regents' 

Cole saii:l he has considered faculty or administrators in , "I k~ow what was in the ' Professorship. 
returning to teaching for the college," Jones said. "It \petition but I won't say," Griesemer speaking on 

'some time and the petition is an ·internal problem and Griese,{ier added. "And . I Cole's retu;n to teaching 
!'had nothing to do with his let- ·should never have been ·made 1 don't .tgink anyone else will i said "I'm happy to have him 
''ter of resignation. public." either.' .,- back in the department. He is 
_ :'I have thought of r~sl\n:;; "If I knew who let this Margaret StJvens, secret- still a faculty member but not 
ing teaching for some time, information leak out ·r would I ary in veterinary clinic sci- a dean." 

'Cole said "Medica'I deans puncl) the guy in the ey~. ence said administrators 
1 average three and one half With so many involved, it would not speak on the sub-
- · · ~ ·~-- could have been almost any- ject because they knew noth-
years and I have.been here one -·a faculty member, a ingaboutthetopic. 
four." dd d "!' very q secretary or even the dean "The administrators know 

• Cole a e " m . himself." no more about the subject 
\pleased to continue teachmg. When asked if he signed the than what is in the news-
i I'm glad I reque,sted to be re- petition, Jones said, "! was papers," Mrs. Stevens said. 
, lieved because Im interested one of the ones that did/did "I see no reason to go any fur­
in resear~h." . . . not sign it," and refused to ther. They know absolutely 

. Cole said .he y;ill_ contmu.e m clarify his comment. nothing about the petition." 
1 his present pos1t10n until a . , 

1 
d' · 

_ --- . ; . · Matteris c ose Roger Yeary, assocrnte 
. successor is chosen which' James A. Robinson, pro-, professor of veterinary 
probably will take only a few vost and vice president for physiology and pharmaco­
months: . academic affairs also re- \logy, said he knew about the 

"! asked to be rehe~.ed of fused further comment on th~ i petition but did not wish to 
my pos1t10n by Sept. .1. Cole: subject. He said, "The pet1- ; say anything about it pub­
said, "in.order to begm teach-• tion will not now, nor ever be : licly. 
ing in the !all." released. I· have no more to i "It is a very delicate sub-

Faculty refuses comment. say. As for the matter, it is \ ject and speaking on it pub­
Most faculty. m,embers m closed as far as I am con- . Jicly will not help matters," 

the college refused to talk to - I Yeary sa\d_. "I have no com-
·the Lantern concerning the 
topic or skirted the issue. . · 

· Frederick Diedrich, dir-' 
'eetor ·of finance and person- 1 
·he! in the college, said he did 1 

not know anything of the peti- i 
tion. \ 

"No .. I haven't seen or 



13 faculty members 
among candidates 
. • 2~ APR 7.d'/ 

1

for veterinary ean 
Three Ohio State faculty also on the committee. Lloyd 

1 
members are among 20 candio Evans, vice-provost for curri-

1 

dates being consid!lred for cula, represents the office of 
dean of the College of Veterin- AcademicAffairs. 
ary Medicine. No veterinary students or 
i Clarence Cole, dean of the alumni have representatives 
school since 1967, announced on the committee. Koestner 
his resignation March 29. said President Fawcett left 

The search committee of the involvement of students 
nine faculty and administra- and alumni to the appointed 
tors was appointed Ap.i;i! 8 by committee. 
President Novice G. Fa)Vcett Koestner said the students 
from a list of names sub- are familiar with the instruc­
mitted by the department tors at Ohio State only, and 
chairmen in the Veterinary most of those nominated are 
College. from other schools. 

Committee chairman is However, b.oth students 
Adalbert Koestner, professor and alumni had a voice in 
of veterinary pathology. nominating candidates for 
Members include Vernie the post. Koestner said the 
Dahl, assistant professor of faculty, stu(lents and alumni 
veterinary preventive medi- advisory committees 
cine, Edward F. Donovan, throughout Ohio submitted 
professor of veterinary clini- about 20 nominations with 
cal sciences, Gary R. John- three Ohio State faculty mem­
son, assistant professor of be rs named. 
veterinary anatomy, Harold The search committee met 
Groves, professor of veterin- for the first time April 9. 
ary microbiology and para- Koestner said, "We've 
sitology; and Thomas made very good progress. We 
Powers, acting chairman of have a list of excellent 
veterinary physiology and names, both from outside the 
pharmacology. University and within. 

Harold .Ellingson, profes- The next meeting date is 
sor of preventive medicine, undecided, until the commit­
and Edward Naber, chair- tee establishes guidelines·for . 
man of poultry science, are evaluating the candidates. 

., 



Dean named 
for vet college 

30 Seri: '7·1 
Leslie McDonald, associate 

dean of the University .of 
Georgia College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, has been 
named dean of Ohio St;ite's 
veterinary medicine college. 
Re will assume his new posi~ 
tion F~lqay. · 

McDonald received his B.S. 
and Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degrees from Michi­
gan State University 'and his 
Master's arid Ph.D. degrees 
from the University cif Wis­
consin. He has served on the 
faculty at the University of 
Illinois and Oklahoma State 
·university. 

He hHs \vritten over 30 
papers for scientific journals 
and is author of the textbook 
"Veterinary Endocrinology 
and Reproduction." · 
McDonald is also co-author of 
"Veterinary Pharmacology 
and Therapeutics." 
- A consultant. :, to the 
National· Institutes of Health 
on the Physiology Fellow­
ships Program and the 
Pharmacology Fellowship 
Panel, McDonald has also 
served as a consultant to the 
National Academy of Sci­
ences, the Commerce Depart­
ment and the National 
Science Foun(lation. 

Veterinary dean 
submits resianation 

1 ~ ntt Y '""72. 
Lesl!e E. McDonald resigned 

Wednesday from his position as 
dean of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

McDonald's resignation comes 
only eight months after be be­
came dean of the college Sept. 1, 
1971. 

McDonald could not be 
reached for comment, but 
Robert G. Smith, vice president 
for University development, con­
firmed the fact that McDonald 
submitted his resignation to 
AlbertJ. Kuhn, vice president for 
academic affairs, and that the 
resignation bad been accepted. 

McDonald's resignation will 
become effective July l; accord­
ing to Smith. 



• 
Veterinary dean 

studies euthanasia 
for unwanted ·pets 

By Deborah Wells 
7. rJ !l-R. ?3 

Roger C. Smith, dean of the Veterinary 
College, is researching the problem of 

. euthanasia - inducing painless deaths to ill 
'o'r unwanted animals. 

Euthanasia is practiced so the animal 
experiences "a calm and peaceful transi­
tion" from life to death,_ Smith said. In 
humans this would be similar to dying while 
asleep, he explained. 

Smith headed the Am.erican Veterinary 
Medical Association (AMVA) panel on 
euthanasia last year. The panel's explana­
tions and recommendations were published 
in the March 1972 issue of the A VMA J our­
nal. 

Three commonly used methods of 
euthanizing small animals include use of an 
anesthetic overdose, a high altitude cham­
ber and carbon monoxide, he indicated. 

Methods described 

An anesthetic overdose is often used in 
private practic~, Smith said. Although this 
method is desirable, it is not practical for a 
large number of animals because of the 
time, expense and training involved, he 
said. 

The high altitude ch amber operates on the 
principal that a constant exchange of 
oxygen is essential for life. Animals are 
placed in the chamber where they are, in 
effect, taken from sea level to an altitude of 
50 ,000 feet in 45 seconds, he said. Because of 
the lack of oxygen, the ,animals first lose 
consciousness then die. 

In the carbon monoxide method, animals 
are placed in a chamber and the poisonous 
gas displaces the o~ygen. 

"The carbon monoxide method is 
probably one of the better ways, providing 
time is taken to purify the gas, cool it and 
handle the animals correctly," Smith said. 

Skill required 

This would eliminate irritants that excite 
the animals, he explained. 

Euthanasia "is like a veterinarian 
treating an animal," Smith said. "It is 
something done to an animal." 

In this respect, skill and knowledge are 
required. With the current technology and 
proper training, euthanasia can be done 
well, he said. 

Smith said the following are factors invol­
ved in choosing a method of euth>masia: 

• The number of animal§ to be 
eu thanized; 

· • The ·species of animals invol\,ed, the 
factor being size; 

• The available finances; 
• The skill of the personnel; and, 
• The number of people needed to handle 

the operation. 
' Agencies performing euthanasia on a 
large scale are "plagued by the 
inadequacies of financial help ,.and 
knowledge of what is involved," Smil'h said. 

' Time varies 

"If I were out to improve euthanasia I 
would put my money into acquiring the best 
personnel," he said. 

Smith explained that although some 
animals die within a few minutes atter 
reaching the 50,000 foot level in the high a.lti­
tude chamber,' some may "take longer. 
Young animals are moretolerantof a lack of 
oxygen, he said. Under proper conditions, 
day-old. kittens may live up to 30 minutes 
underwater, Smith said. 

Not all organs of the body die at once. 
Factors used in determining death are the 

'cessations of a heartbeat, electric activity of 
·'the brain and re~piralion, he said. 
'.' The brain is the most sensitive to a lack of 
·:oxygen and is one of the first organs to suffer 
j irreversible damage without oxygen, Smith 
:said. 
' Reasons outlined 

\ One organization that practices 
euthanasia on a large scale is the Humane 
Society. 

' Ros,emary Everhart, administrative 
'assistant for the Humane Society, outlined 
some of the reasons why animals are 
euthanized by the society. They include: 
age, disease, blindness, poor disposition and 
situations which would make it impractic<<l 
to keep the animal alive. 

Often, litters of motherless kittens are 
. brought to the Humane Society. Keeping the 
•litters alive would require more personnel 
·than is available, she said. 

Last year the Humane Society housed 
·more than 37 ,000 animals and birds, 
Everhart said. Of these, 543 had been lost or 
had strayed and were returned to their 
owners. More than 5,000 were adopted, she 
said. 

· · Animals adopted 

Animals are examined in the clinic and 
given vaccinations for rabies and dis­
temper as well as worming medicine befo_re· 



• 

• 

• 

being placed in the adoption ward. 
"Very few animals ~ taken from the 

adoption ward," Everha°r'fsaid. This is done 
only if the animal develops a poor disposi­
tion or poor health. 

If euthanasia had. not been practiced in 
1972, 30,000 additional animals would be 
roaming unc~ntrolled throughout the 
country, Everhart said, adding to traffic 
problems and the spreading of disease. 
These animals would also die a slow and 
painful death, she said. 

The Humane Society uses the carbon 
monoxide method. The gas, produced by a 
large industrial engine, passes through 80 
feet of .. coiled pipe that cools it before 
entering the chamber. The system is very 
tight to prevent any escape of gas. 

Corrifoi't considered 
To' prevent exciting the animals "they 

must not be overcrowded," she said. "Cats 
are placed in the chamber in cat boxes," to 
avoid clawing, she said. 

Although the main concern in euthanasia 
should be the comfort of the animal, there is 
a tendency to be more concerned with 
human feelings than of the animal's 
feelings, Smith said . 

All tests have shown that an animal in the 
high altitude chamber dies while unconcious 
but "it is not that simple for the observer," 
he said. The· observer finds the sight of 
collapsed animals defecating, urinating and 
moving to be distasteful, but these are 
merely reflex actions requiring no feelings 
at all, he said . 



New. Veterinary 
College Dean·: Chosen 

6 A PR 73 
Lantern Slaff Special 

.Or. C. Roger Smith Jr., acting dean ·Of the Ohio State College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, today will be named dean of the veterinary college, The 
Lantern has learned. 

The veterinary college faculty members had been interviewing candi­
dates for the permanent job since Smith took the job of acting dean from 
which Dr. Leslie E. McDonald resigned last spring. " 

University Executive Vice President Edward Q. Moulton said Thursday 
"an appointment has been made" to the position. Moulton refused to say 
who the dean would be, saying instead that the University is being careful 
about the announcement, partly because the situation was "tricky." 

He did not say what he meant by "tricky." . 
However, The Lantern has learned Smith is the man. The announcement ' 

is presumably to be made at this afternoon's University Board of Trustees 
meeting at the Mansfield branch campus. 

Sm1tn·s name was chosen from a list of three eandidates sent to the 
University Administration. The three names were submitted as a result of 
interviews with at least six candidates. They were questioned indiv;cjually 
by the seven college departments and their respective staffs. · 

Some sentiment had been running within the veterinary college to name 
·a man from outside Ohio State as dean. The faculty generally regretted that 
McDonald chose to leave the helm about a year ago. 

Before Smith assumed the job of acting dean he was responsible for 
designing and implementing a new veterinary college curriculum. He is 
given credit for doing an excellent job. 

Smith had stepped down from the chairmanship of the Department of 
Veterinary Physiology and Pharmacology to manage the new curriculum.· 

Since 1955 Smith has been a member of the executive committee of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine and has served on the Graduate School 
Council, the Gradua.te School_ Curriculum Committee and the Faculty 
Council, subsequently Umvers1ty Senate. 

He has been on the Ohio State veterinary faculty since 1944. 
He has been president of the American Academy of Veterinary Cardio­

logy (1968-69) and has served on the advisory committee of the Bureau of 
Veterinary Medicine, U.S. Food and Drug Administration (1968-71). 

Active in professional affairs, Smith is a member of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, has served as chairman and secretary of 
its Council of Research, and is a reviewer for the "American Journal of 
Veterinary Research." · 

He is also a member of the Ohio State Veterinary Medical Association, 
the American Heart Association, the Central Ohio Heart Association and 
~he American Physiology Society. 

Among Smith's 60-plus literary contributions have been articles in 
Journals such as "Veterinary Medicine," the "Journal of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association," the "American Journal of Physiology;' 



Smith Begin$ I mmed-iatel y 
.,/ 

ve·t,.,,,Scbool Dean Optirnist.i_c 
/ O p,PA 73 

By Mary M. Mock 
Lantern Staff Writer 

The n'ewly'appointed dean of Ohio 
State's College of Veterinary Medi­
cine faces problems of· staffing and 
better management of resources but is 
optimistic about the college's student 
body and faculty, whom he says qre 
."serioas about education." 

.. Dr. C. Roger Smith Jr. was ap­
ponted dean, effective immediately,, 
by the Ohio State Board of Trustees in'\ 
,their meeting Friday. He had been 
'serving as acting dean since Dr. Les-I 
lie E. McDonald resigne<i\1!1111,lY. 1972, 

The staff problem arises [ram the'. 
overall shortage of veterians in the· 
United States, which leads to a short­
age of teachers in the field, Smith said. 
To overcome this problem "we're 
growing some of our own,'' he said. 

Smith further explained that veteri-, 
nary medicine encounters a problem; 
iof financial support for highly trained: 
faculty members. · 

"The three-way method of teaching 
medicine is still the best," Smith said, 
"with a ratio of one faculty member to 
one student to one patient. However, · 
the "patients" in veterinary medicine• 
aren't usually paying patients, prn­
viding added incon1e to help with the 
cost of good teac.hers." 

Smith said he also plans to work 
toward better management of the re­
sources available to the college. 

"There is a problem of balance," 
Smith ·said of the use of computer­
aided teaching. "Technology has 
given us a lot, but it can't replace per­
son-to-person contact." 

Although many areas of the Uni­
versity will be facing budget cuts be­
cause of decreasing enrollment, Smith 
said his college has no enrollment 
problem. 

"We're increasing our student load 

all the time - adm1tt111g more (stu­
dents) as we're prepared," he said. 

sri1ith said the lime he spent as 
acting dean "put in better perspec­
tive" \vhat his new position means.Jn. 
terms of higher education in general.. 

"The University is obligated to the 
entire citizenry of the state," Smith 
said, not only to teach what people 
want to learn, but because others \Vill 
depend on those who are educated. 

_ .. Smith said the veterinary college 
must be responsive to the needs of the 
community, and also to the needs of 
the rest of the'University. He added 
thahhis college will "conti11f1e to work 
toward excellence." 

Smith said he would·not hesitate to 
step down from bis new position if his 
performance proved to be "not cor­
rect." 

. ") don't covet this position," Smith 
said;,. adding he would-"jus1-".''ant 
someone better" to .have the Job 1f he 
were hot to be dean. . 

Smith said he believes his salary will 
increase from about $31,000 to about 

, $35,000 per year as dean. 
Smith has been an Ohio State fac-

ulty member since.1944. . 
I-le received his doctor of veterinary 

n1edicine, nu1ster's of_ science, and 
Ph.D. degrees fron; Ohw Stale. 

., 
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Hospital Unveiled 

By Anne W. Warner Smith defined veterinary medicine and related 
Lantern Staff Writer the'- practice of the science to the food business in 

Prospective veterinarians, high school the United States. He stated this country produces 
students, parents. professionals and animal 19 per cent of· the total wqrld food production. 
lovers - all gathered from all parts of Ohio for which is two per cent le~s than the developing 70 
Career Day at the College of Veterinary Medi' countries dombined put out. "We can be proud of 
'cine Saturday. The'crowd numbered 900. . our agribusiness:· he said. 

"This is the house that Dean Johnson built,·· Speaking on hirge animal practice, Lawrence 
said N. Kent Ames. junior from Wilmington, as he E. Heider, associate professor of veterinary 
opeqed fhe progran1 in the new Veterinary Teach~ clinical sciences, said "The oppoftunities have 
ing Hospital. William M. Johnson, assistant dean never been better. We judge this by the avail-
of the college, is the project coordinator of the new ability of jobs for our graduates- and al.so by the 
clinic. number of jobs that go unfilled each year.·· 

The proposed move into the Veterinary Teach· He said he felt this was due to the availability of 
ing Hospital is for June. ··we expect admission of dollars and a willingness on the part of the Amel;j-
routine patients to begin in early July," Johnson can consumer to spend money for veterinary, 
said. service. · 

The new clinic covers 220,000 square feet. Esti- Foreign buying a,f U.S. food has also had an 
mated cost of the structure is $9 million. Includ- effect on th~ practice, Heider said because "lhe 
ing staff and new facilities the cost will total $10 demand for food increased the demand for effi-
million. cient livestock prpduction, and this is where ou( 

C. Roger Smith. clean of the college of veter- services are best used." 
inary medicine, welcomed the visitors to Career Veterinarians in cooperation with farmers have 
Day saying,"! want to congratulate this group of also had an effect on food production. He said 
young people because you have taken the first . morbidity, or the incidence of ·a particular dis-
ste~in exploring your future." ease,_ woui<;l run 50 per cent in some countries. 

··we look at the morbidity or the same diseases 
in this country and see it is less than one-half per 
cent, .. he said. 

Heider spoke of the implications of putting gooo 
good through u.ni111als when the price of food is on 
the rise. 

"Can \Ve afford to do this and provide this type 
of animal protein for our hu1nan population?" 
Heider said. "'The ruminant (cud-chewing 
mamn«il) can utilize a class of feed which the 
humans cai'1t not." 

.Milton Wyman, associate professor of veter­
inary clinical_ sciences. said. ·'I wou.Id be ren1iss if 
I did not say that in veteriirary medicine, burning 
the midnight candle is. demanding.'' He noted 
\Vhile the university has seen a decrease in total 
applicunts~ the college of veterinary n1edicine is 
enjoying an increase in applicnnts. 

Walter G. Venzke, assistant dean and secre· 
tary of the college, spoke on requirements for the 
college of veterinary medicine. Aside from two 
year preparation at the college level prior to 
consideration for adn1issibn, the admissions coin­
mittee looks for motivation, maturity, and the 
long term goals of an individual in deterrninging 
acceptance. 



New Admissio11s Model ,Project 
To Sc;r~~1i Veteri11ary Applicants 

By Anne W. Warner 
Lantern Smff Writer 

There are only 18 schools of veterinary medicine in 
the Unite~ States, with a continually rising number of . 

·applications for study in that pro[ession,. · ·· ·· 
The gap between the demand for education and the 

.number of institutions is causing the competition for a 
veterinary medicine career to be even greater than that 
for a medical doctor, according to Ohio State veter-

inary experts. 
"A bachelors degree is becoming less important, and 

more people are·;seeking professional school today," 
said Jam es L. Bradford, associate director of the 
Department of Veterinary Medicine. 

On the other hand, he said, public awareness of the 
lack of professionals in areas such as veterinary 
medicine is increasing. 

A req_uest to systematize college admission processes 
came from a meeting of the Big Ten veterinary schools 
in October 1972. 

Since that time the schools have applied for a special 
projects grant under the Bureau of Health Manpower 
Education of the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare. 1' .. f 

1 
If funde'd, the project will begin in July and be 

completed in June 1977. · 
The projl'ct is to develop an improved model for 

admissions to the Big Ten veterinary schools and could 
be applicable to all colleges of veterinary medicine, 
according to Larry Seitz, graduate in education. 

Seitz and Bradford are currently working on an 
admis.sions model for veterinary education. 

The model is to select the best-qualified applicants 
and determine the qualities of a "successful" veter· 
inarian. 

Another aim of the admissions project is to improvE 
the geographic (urban-rural) distribution of doctors in 
veterinary medicine. There are 33 states without 
schools of veterinary medicine while there a,re two such 
schools in Alabama. 

The special project data show that in 1972, 15 per cent 
of the total number of applicants to the College of Veter­
inary Medicine at Ohio State were accepted. 

Of the 130 students accepted, 80 per cent were Ohio 
residents, 18 per cent were from states having a con­
tract agreement with Ohio and 2 per sent were from 
noncontract states. 

By comparison, 35 per cent of the total number of 
applicants in 1964 were accepted. 

An estimated nine per cent will be accepted in 1973. 
The low percentage is due to the increased number of 

applicants for a fixed number of openings. 
Applicants are selected on a priority basis µccording 

to Walter G. Venzke, assistant dean and secretary of 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Firlit priority goes to the highly qualified applicant 
who is an Ohio resident, he said. Second priority is given 
to applicants from one of the nine states now having a 
contractual agreement with Ohio-Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, New 
Jersey, North Carolina and New Hampshire. 

Getting third priority are those applicants from 
states that have neither a veterinary school nor a 
contractual agreement. Finally, the fourth priority 
applicants are those from a noncontractual state 
having a veterinary ·school. 

According to Venzke, appli,cations are received from 
all categories b.ut are rarely taken froni..tiJe.third and 
fourth priorities because the 9penings.ar¢i.(sually filled 
by the resident and contract-state students.,. 



OSU colleges ra11l{_ed 
BY Lois Tolin· 

ll-i -'13 - -
Four Ohio State Drore~:;ional schools 

<•ll' :inwng the top fjq• in the nation in 
tlleir fields . vcc:ord ing 10 v s tudy b~· 
t \\'O Columbia L n j,·e r~ i ty sociologists. 

In tile s tudy . pu bl is hed in the 

November issue of Change magazine. 
a highereducationjo~rnal, l ,180deans 
of accredited professional schools 
a ffili ated with universities were asked 
to name the five outstanding schools in 
their own profess ions. 

Ohio State's College of Pharmacy 
placed second. 

LLOYD PARKS, dean of the col­
lege, pa rticipated in the study. He said 
he hoped the rating is a reflection of the 
~pence strived for in ~he College of . 
l;~Atmacy and will reflect in Univer­
~r~·:support. 
'"The College of Veterinary Medicine 
placed fourth. 

"We ha d no input into the study, so it 
is encouraging to realize we are recog­
nized as a very acceptable school of 

highly 
veterinary medicine, " C. Roger 
Smith. dean of the college, said . 

The College of Optometry received 
third place. 

Frederick W. Hebbard, dean of 
optometry, said the rating is repre­
sentative of effective finances. 

"THE TWO COLLEGES rated 
a bove us get more money; our rating 
shows that money wise ly spent pays 
off," he said. 

.The College of Education was 
ranked fifth. ' ', 

Acting Dea,n of Education, Donald 
Anderson, said he was pleased but not 
surprised because the college re­
ceived a similar rating by the Ameri­
can Educational Research Asso­
ciation. 

J 



()_SU Vet-Med CTJllege:·.la,c~s blacks 
. •. - - . . - .. -

.... - " } 

" 
B~ '.f!"!'m Herdt the pre-·vet student to get into class, making the ratio· of city. of blacks interested in· medicine, he said. · 

· N_IJll 73 veterinary college is so great womenacceptedtowomenap- veterinary medicine. Another factor contributing 
Th.e 0 io State College of (only nine 'per cent of the plied in 1973 equal to the men's The size of the veterinary to the absence· of black veteri-

Veterinary. Medicine is ._the applicants were admitted to ratio the same year, he said. profession in r-elation to Jaw or nary students at Ohiq s.tate 
largest veterinary college in the 1973 freshman class) that The trend of women goipg medicine contributes to the could be that the 'J:uskegee 
the nation, yet out of over 400. "you can't exge.st him to go into veterinary medicine is lack of blacks entering the Institute in Alabama attracts 
students, not one is black. _out and recruiti;pi!re competi- still growing, according to profession, according to the black student,. Nagode 
.~;'.,There .is a great lack of tion." · Nagode. All of the officers in Nagode. Profession-oriented said .. Enrollment figures 

black.veterinarians, but very The career day and UVC the Pre-Vet Club are women, black students choose law or show, however, that no Ohio 
fe,)-V. )llacks ever apply to the programs were also cited by he added. ·medicine rather than a small students entered the Tuske-
vet co!J_ege,". said Walter G. Nagode as efforts to make all Why more blacks don't pur-_ profession like veterinary gee vet school in 1973. 
Venzke, professor of' veteri- stupents aware of opportuni- sue the veterinary profession · · 
nary medicine .and chairman ties in the· field, but he added is also a question of concern to 
qf '.the college's admissions that the UVC orientation only C. Roger Smith, dean of the 
committee.·. . _ .. ,. . reached those students who College of Veterinary Medi-. 
, Ove_r a 16 year perfod from !lad already considered a cine. .! 
1951. to 1967 .there ·w.ere ·no career .in veterinary medi- SMITH EXPLAINED that 
blacks iri _the veterin;u:y ·c~.1- cine. traditionally, blacks have had 
lege, and ·m the past 20 years NO ACTIVE recruitment little exposure to veterinar­
Ohio State has graduated only was needed to bring about the ians because their economic 
two black veterinarians, dramatic increase in the num- status did not afford them· t)Je 
Venzke said. . . · . "• . : ber ·of women students in the opportunity for health care of 

NO ACTIVE programs'are college, according to Venzke. their pets'. Since most veteri­
sponspred by the veterinary "Prior to ten years ago, we nary students come from 
college in an. effort' to r.ecruit used to get one or two women a rural backgrounds, Smith also 
bli!_cks,' but information con- 'year,"Venzkesaid.Nowthere attributed the lack of rural 
cerning the. college'.s annual are over 20 in the freshman blacks in the north to the scar­
cai'eer day is sent out to all 
Ohio high schools, including 
those in black neighborhoods; 
Venzke said. The veterinary 
c'Ollege also ·works with.the 
University College (UVC) to 
make incoming students 
aw.are of opportunities in 
veterinary medicine, he said. 
'One -'-likely method of 

recruiting "blac1<:s . would be 
through. ·ihe "Pre-Veterinary 
·Club,. but .such ·a prograin 
would be "'unrealistic," 
according to faculty adviser 
Larry A: .Nagode, assistant 
p~ofessor of veterinary patho-
mology; . ;· :<''.'· . . • 
· .l lj_agod,e said the pressure on 



;Vet school eyes 12-month program
1 

'. " , 3 T""' 7'-1. 
, ...• c By Timm Herdt · immediate 25 per cent man class here has !30 stu­
' . increase in enrollment with- dents. A 12-month program 
: ·conversion to a 12-month out additional physicai facili- would permit the college to 
:Program may be one way the ties. raise this number to 160, Smith 
:College of Veterinary Medi- . The burden is on the Uni- said. 

.. , . 

::Cine can meet an increasing versity to_jncrease enroll- In the program the student 
:;demand for veterinarians, mentbeca\jSe there are only 18 would still be required to go to 
:according to C. Roger Smith, veterinary schools in the Uni- school only nine months, but 
·dean of the college. ted States, Smith said. The entrance would be staggered 
; In 1973 the college turned average graduating class in so that only 75 per cent of the 
'.down 91 per cent of its appli- these schools is less than JOO. students would be in attend-
.'cants for admission, Smi~ Enroll t Id . ance at one time. 
'said', but a year-round pro- men wou mcrease . 
:gram could res'!]! in an The veterinary school fr.esh- J More feasible now 

, 

' Although the concept of a 12-
1 month program is not new, 
!several factors make 
! implementation of the plan 
more feasible now than ever 
before, Smith said. 

The opening of the new $9 
million veterinary hospital in 
August, 1973, gave several 
new advantages. The new hos­
pital is more than three times 

I 
larger than the old one and is 
able to accommodate more 

1 students in the clinical phase: 
I of veterinary education. 

Facilities centralized 

The hospital's on-campus 
location makes the school's 
facilities geographically cen­
tralized for the first time since 
1957. This will enable optimum 

use of equipment and faculty, 
Smith said. • 

Year-round operation is 
practical, he said, because the 
University must keep the hos­
pital open in the summer, 
regardless of whether there 
are students. 

Increased feasibility of the 
12-month program is 
enhanced by air conditioning 
being installed in Sisson Hall, 
the primary classroom build­
ing for the school. 

The major disadvantage to 
the conversion is that it would 
necessitate a 25 per cent 
increase in faculty, Smith 
said. 

All faculty in the college are 
entitled to one month's vaca­
tion and are expected to 
devote considerable time to 
medical research. This would 
make an increase in the length 
of the school year without a 
corresponding increase in 
faculty an impossibility. 



College allows· \;• 
. . . . 

eq .. u;al accep' tance 
25 -To.)] 71f ' 

By Roslyn Hierholzer has increased 5drastically, 
' class size has not. · . 

Women now enjoy an In 1965, a total of 80 persons 
acceptance~ ratio equal to the were accepted into the veteri~ 
men's in the College of,Veteri- nary college. In 1973, the total 
nary Medicine, according to,a .increased o.nly to 130. 
report compiled by Larry Belief supported\;, 
Seitz, director of research and 
evaluation (or the college. · Seitz's belief is suppprted by 

The report· shows that be- students as well· as· faculty 
tween 1964 and 1973 there was members .. 
a steady increase in the num- Diane Nelson, a senior from 
ber of women applying to the Florida majoring in veteri- ., 
college. nary medkine, said;_ .. ~:-! don't 

In 1965, 16 women applied believe there is-any prejudice 
for admission to the college. In against women-. being accep· 
1973, 270 women applied. led into the college. More 

As the number of women women are in vet school than 
applying increased, so did the ever.before." 
number of women accepted. ' Another student who feels 
In 1965, there were 254 appli- the same way .is Theresa 
cants, 16 women and 238 men. Brim, a senior from'Findlay. 
Of the 16 women, four were "No, I don't think there's 
·accepted: ·. · · ,,,, ... '· .. '".''.'··~: any prejutli~e·-against women 

' : • Applicants ln~tea~e ~- ·;, ~~~}g :~a0W::J~,? t!fi v~t:it 
In 1973, 1,240 persons ap- "They have the same chance 

plied to the veterinary col- .of being.accepted as men do." 
lege, 270 women and 970 men. 
Of the 270 female applicants, N~ prejudice 
29 were accepted. William Tyznik, professor of 

There was no significant di!- veterinary preventive medi­
ference between the per cent cine and adviser to 160 pre· 
of males and females admit- veterinary students, .-agrees 
tecj, Seitz said. that prejudice against women 

"I believe there is no dis- being accepted into the Col­
crimination against women 'rege of Veterinary Medicine is 
being accepted into the col- non-existent. 
lege," he added: However, he did acknow-

One factor which' must be ledge a tendency on the part of 
considered in the analysis of males in the, college ,to feel 
the. data is ~lass size, Seitz more qualified than women. 
said. The report shows that He attributed this to the fact 
although the number of appli- that veterinary medicine had 
cants, both male and female, been a male profession, 



V:et College eriacts opeii,'1W~fll[fe:i~y . .'~ 1s 
veterinary clinic for , anesthesiol,a'gist and a.,cardio- operations. ·'. ,\' By Roslyn Hie.rholzer 

as ~\\1"/ 
Ohio State's College of Vet­

erinary Medicine is one of four 
veterinary colleges in the 
United States with an open 
heart surgery team. 

Stephen Crane, instructor in 
the college and head of the 

·surgical team, said 'the team 
, was organized because the 
College of Veterinary 
·Medicine has a highly 
~eveloped cardiac referral 
.practice with an estimated 50 
·open h.eart surgery candi­
' dates a year. 
11 The team anticipates 
,work.ing on three to four actual 
·clinical cases a mont)) - ani­
.mals brought by owners to the 

treatment, Crane said. pulmonar;"plimptechnician," Time mioiriliZed 'I; 
So far the team, which was the instructor said. »' 

organized in December 1973, Crane said that tl<e sur- '.'It's important to minimize 
has only performed surgery geons on the open heart time, so a lot of. people are 
on one actual clinical case, but surgery Learn were Dean Geh- doing many things at the same 
open heart surgery is per- ring, Dennis Crowe, Alan Lip- ti1'1'1f For each of the five sur­
formed on experimental owitz, Jame.s Chalman and geons there are about three 
animals at least once a week, himselL people working behind them. 
Crane said. "S<?nlo.r:" veterin!lry stu- It has to be a co-ordinated 

Co-operation needed 

He said the purpose of these 
weekly operations· is to give 
the surgical team· and those 
?ssistirig with the operations, 
practice in co-ordinating their 
efforts and establishing 
technique. 

"The actual surgical team 
consists of five surgeons, one 

dents s(lpP.ort the. ·team by team effort," he said. 
doing ·1abo'r;itory ··wotk and "All those inv0lved with the 
a·s~isti!)g . throughout . the. team are working solely on a 
operations; such seniors. are voluntary basis," crane said. 
volunteers who :•hav'e',; beeq , "Financial support for the 
specially traiherV" '1 ·cran~ open heart surgery team," the 
said. · \• .. .,_ -::.".-' ih'struc:.tor said, "is received in 
' Crane also stressed. tlie: the form of equipment 
importance of the close inner donated from various drug 
co-operation required of companies and.'• from the 
everybody connected wit)l t~e. University. ~l!L 



B_v Kalhy Wesley 

Four of Ohio State's professional 
schools have been named "winners" in 
a resea rch sur\'CY of the reputations of 
the nation's professional schools . 
The colleges arc: Optometry (which 
ties with three other schools for first in 
the nation): Education (which placed 
third): Pharmacy (a lso third); and 
\'eterinary Medicine (fourth) . 
Results of the s urvey, conducted by 
Peter Blau and Rebecca Margulies of 
Columbia Uni\'ersity, were published 
in the December issue of Change, a 
national education magazine. 
The aut hors. in their article "The 
Reputations of American Profes­
s ional Schools ... said they tried in this 
survey to enlarge on earlier research 
published in November 1973. 
The a uthors obtained their informa­
tion through a questionnaire sent to the 
deans of 1,251 professional schools. 
Colleges in 18 fields of study were 
c,·aluated . 
The dea ns were asked to rate other 
professional schools in their own field. 
The authors said the school ratings 
represent "rankings of the profes­
sional schools named as the top five by 
at least 10 per cent of the responding 
deans in the ir profession ... 
The authors go on to admit " ... the 
resulting ratings of school reputations 
arc merely the opinions of these 
i:-xpcrts ~<deans) . but all professional 
reputations are no more than the opin­
ions of fellow experts ... 
The "winners ," then, should be quite 
representative of the " Best in the 
Nation." 
But one of the "winners," Dr. 
Frederick Hebbard, dean of the Col ­
lege of Optometry, hinted that the 
method of the survey may have been 
"biased" in favor of unive rsity-affili­
ated optometry schools, and against 
those schools operating indepen­
dentlv. 
Hcbli°a rd explained that of the 12 col­
leges of optometry in the na tion, only 
four deans received questionnaires . 
The names of tpeir colleges sounded 
familiar: University oi Alabama. Uni­
\'ersity of California at Berkley, and 
Indiana University. These are the 
schools which tied with Ohio State for 

•first place. 
Hebbard sa id if the independent opto­
metry college deans had been sur-

r. u- -
~~"'~~S· Na·meCJ ... 
Winners 

\'l -lc-"1l.\ 

veyed, the outcome or the research 
might have been different. 
The resea rchers, he said, were using 
their own standards and definitions to 
decide which deans to question. and if 
a dean:s college didn't measure up to 
these standards. they weren't sur­
veyed. 
Hebbard said because the survey was 
•made up solely of the opinions of three 
other deans, "I wouldn't want to make 
too much of this (survey)." 
But his opinions on the survey's 
methods did not alter his pleasure with 
its results. 
Hebbard said tt:-e core 01 any good 
college is its faculty. and the College of 
Optometry has "a very fine, young and 
hardworking faculty." . 
Hebbard ·said the college faculty was 
the "youngest faculty o'f any college ,in 
the University." 
"We rank first on the National Board 
exams. too," he said. "We have fin~ 
students. We get over 600 applicants a 
year, and only have room for 57, so 
these have got to be pretty good stu-. 
dents ." 
Hebbard said the college's facilities 
~re not as good as they could be, and it 
1s not as well financed as other schools 
ranked with it, but he added that the 
first-rate faculty more than compen­
sates. 
He said the college has not been neg· 
lected b:1t has been supported by th( 
University, and he hopes for more sup 
p0rt in the future. 
t\mong other "winners," sentiment~ 
ran about the same. 
Lloyd Parks, dean of the third-ranked 
College of Pharmacy said, "It's plea­
·c;ing that our peers recognized us." 
Parks said he believed it was impos­
sible to .. rate schools "in one-two­
three" or,der .. It is better, he said, to 
say a college is "among the five best." 
Frederick R. Cyphert, dean of the 
third-ranked College of Education, 
said he was "honored." 
He said he was very familiar witq the 
other top-ra ted schools. "We're in 
good compcu1\·." he said. 

Cyphert sa id it is "hard to pinpoint" 
the re;..sons for the college's ranking. 
But he did commend the facultS· and 
the University for its support. 
C. Roger Smith, dean of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, cited his col­
lere's new curriculum and new hos­
pital fa cility as part of what made it 
fourth in the nation. 
"We're pleased that we have been 
recog.nized as trying to do a good job," 
he said. 
Smith said when he received the sur­
vey questionnaire, he sent it around to 
his fac.ulty members and as'ked for 
their opinions also. He then sum­
marized their opinions and mailed the 
survey in. 
In any contest where there are ··win­
ners." there are bound to be "losers ... 
Ohio State did not place in the cate­
gories of architecture, business. 
dentistry, engineering, forestry, 
journalism, law, medicine, music, 
nursing, or social work. 
At the College of Administrative Sci­
ence and the School of Journalism 
administrators were not even awar~ 
they were in the running. 
Robert E. Georges, de'an of under­
graduate business programs and 
associate dean of the College of 
Administrative Sciences, said he 
didn't think such a survey had been 
conducted at his college at Ohio State. ) 
He said former Dean James McW, 
who wou Id have been in office when Uie 
survey was ta ken; did not like fo 
respond to things which he did not have 
full knowledge. · " • 
Paul S. Underwood, assistant director 
of the School of Journalism, said he did 
not think his school even received a 
questionnaire. "The University does 
not consider us to be a professional 
school,'-' he explained, so I'm not even 
sure we were eligible." 
Underwood said, "if we were in the 
competition, we would have heard 
about it." 
He said he didn't think questioning the · 
other deans was the way to go about 
rating ·the· professional s.chools, any­
way. 
"Some deans," he said, "are so busv, 
I'm not sure they can keep up with 
changes (in their f~elds) . ~.' He said any . 
rating "would be more a tradition than 
a fact." 
But all ihe " winners" are pleased with 
the survey results. All subscribe to the 
"we try harder" philosophy. · 

. . -



-vet· school f7aces suit 
on. adlllission 'policies 
By Melissa Green 

q_-:;l.'1-1/. . 
The Coflege ·of Veterinary 

Medicine is being sued for $50,000 by 
JackF. Grove, a 1975 honorsgra(luate 
frdm Franklin, on the grounds that 
the college is not following its own 
standards for admissions. 

"I don't want to discredit the Uni­
versity or the College of Veterinary 
Medicine,", Grove said, 11but to un­
cover the unfair, arbitrary admis­
sions policy which has gone unchal­
lenged for years." 

John E. Holcomb, attorney for 
Grove, said; "The college catalogue 
said an applicant must have a grade 
point average (GPA) of at least a 2.75 
and there's a guy with a 2.71 enrol­
led." 

Grove said his GPA was 3.38. 
·According to C. Roger Smith, dean 

of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine; the required GPA, now 
changed to 3.00, and a ·s.core in the 80 
percentile 'on the Veterinary Ap­
titude Test (VAT) are only two 
ci-iteria for admittance into the col­
lege. 

', THE OVERALL person is impor­
tant, Smith said. "If it says that a stu­
d'ent. with a .GPA below a. cert.ain 
point. will be eliminated from com­
~< atition, then that's an error," he 
,iaid .. "An applicant may be lacking in 
one ·area,' but something else may be 
~onyinciru: ~nough for the ~student's 
accejltance, su.ch as hjs VAT score!' 
. All things are interrelated, Smith 
saict"Eachdriteria for admittance is 
\il<iftn somahy points and the applic­
ants;vitb:tliil' highest total composite 
scores afe accepted, he sa\d. 

;·~pitovl<Ji.A.£Pi1En to_tlie college 
bot!:( his sopliqmore,and Junior years 
af.Ohio State, Holcomb said. How­
ever, it is not unusual for a student 
with, only two' or three years of un­
dergraduate work to be rejected, so 
Grove reapplied- his senior year. 

Between· his se'cond and third ap­
~lication, Grove took the VAT, a new 
requirement, and scored in the 55 
percentile. 

"An appiicant supposedly must 
have a certain GPA and place in the 
80 percentile on the VAT, but Grove's 

·GPA' was better than 21 others who 
were admitted," Holcomb said. 
·Grove said less-qualified candi-

dates were admitted while his appli­
cation was rejected. A few women 
and members of minority groups" 
were among the less qualified, he 5 
said. 

"This is not a reverse discrimina­
tion case," Holcomb said. "Grove's 
complaint is that the college has set 
up so-called standards and doesn't 
follow them,". he said. 

ABOUT ONE-HALF of the applic­
ants are interviewed by members ofa 
special committee, said Smith. The 
interviewer's total score for each 
applicant is based not only on their 
GPA and the VAT score, but also on 
the course load carried per quarter 

and improvement in grades and 
academic work for the last six quar­
ters. 

Among other things which are very 
imp~rtant to an applicant's score is 
his personality characteristics, his 
desire to be a veterinarian and his 
previous knowledge and experience 
in the field of veterinary medicine, 
Smi\.11 said. 

"GROVE HAS had great experi­
•ences with animals. He's worked 
with vets for years," Holcomb said. 

"This is one rea'son I feel the stan­
dards of adn1isf\i011s are arbitrary,", 
Grove said. "Tlu/se are subjective 
things which cannot be assigned." 



l(inneary confirms 
admissions: policy 
By C. L. 'Pentella deprive him of due process." Kin-

f '). '1'1 neary ruled the admissions policy is 
AIJ issue -;lrf Cii has gen~rated designed to eliminate bias by requir­

much. pressure among college ad-· ing two interviewe)"s, including the 
mission boards recently received ':dean or assistant dean of the college. 
local attention when U.S. District · The objective quality of the inter­
Judge J ~seph P. Kinneary confirmed 'view forms' allows each applicant to 
the adm1ss1ons pol!cy of the College be evafuated by the same criteria; 
of Veterinai:;i: Medicine. Kinneary added. 

J acK ~'· G~ove, a 1975 g~aduate from· Grov°' said' applicants who scored 
Franklin, filed smt agamst the col- lower than .him in the GPA and VAT 
l~ge after receivi~g his third r7jec- scores, were granted admission 
~10n. from the adm1ss10ns co.mm1ttee while applicants with scores higher 
m November 1974. Grove claimed the than his were rejected 
college. denied him due process of · 
'aw by relying on "arbitrary stan:· 
lards ~or admissions." 

ACCORDING TO C. Roger Smith, 
dean of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, a screening process regu­
lates the number of applicants in­
vited for an intervfe.w; the appli~ant 
must have a grade point average 
(GPA) of3.00 or above and a Veteri­
nary Aptitude Test (VAT) score in the 
80 percentile. · 

Grove, an honor student with a 
GPAof3.27, scored below the cut-off 
on the VAT, but :requested and re­
ceived an interview ·with a'dinission 
rriembers. . . ' 

Final evaluation ·is based on a 
cross .correlation of the GPA, VAT 
score, the applicant's average in 
preprofessional courses, character 
references and the required inter­
view. 

GROVE CHARGED the use of per­
sonal interviews introduced subjec' 
thie factors ·~so arbitrary as to deny 
fair opportunity to meet the admis­
sions requirement." Ki~neary stated 
that in weeding out 130 students frorii 
almost 1000 applicants, the interview 
becomes a justified means of 
measuring a candidate's potential 
for development. 

AFTER ASSESSING all factor~;; 
'which motivated the admissions ' 
committee, Kinneary found such de­
cisions made by admissions boards 
do not constitute denial of equal pro­
tection. 

SMITH SAID, "as long as there is 
intense competition for limited 
spaces there will always be frustrac 
lions. We are aware of the problem 
and have been working on admission 
policy changes to minimize student 
expenditures of time, energy and 
money." 

Grove is now enrolled in the Uni­
versity of Dayton Law School. 

Jn his.Dec. 16 r!!l!ng, Kipµe~ry ~aid 
the 'tt '~_i ri_t_~_?VJ e,vt,,:. ;·' p rq C_ e d Ure. ..::~-~ -·- --~ 0.:;_j,'"Li•i~,~~%:,;.. 1 _-~ant~;r~~P~oto·_b_y_ Cheryl Blair 

adequately· protected· ·pta'j'\)fiff's ·-',:S'Jlit~~ 'iJ\l~,i~~g;J!f:c~'1.~r!~"l·~!n.f~IJ~~ 
right to fair and impartial c0n'sjder,i, , C!.~mP.etlt ~n:.roi:,:ll,mited. ~paces 
tiorl .of his appli'catton ii'rld did not there will always be frustration.~· 



)' eteri·narian shortage 
to continue into 1990s ,, . 
> . By Susan Kitterman' 
·:. '1-li-'1'6 
::· Enrol~ment procedures 
for out-of-state students in 
. the· College of Veterinary 
Medicine should be 
changed to meet Ohio's 
:needs for veterinary health· 
c·a~e, ·according to a recent 
study. 
:: A deficiency of veteri­
nary health care through 
the ,1990s has been pro­
jected by the Veterinary 
Medicine ·Advisory Com­
mittee of the Ohio Board of 
Regents. Despite the exist­
ing shortages of veterina­
rians, the .committee is 
):ecommending that the 
class size of 130 at Ohio 
State be maintained and 
that 'enroliment prode­
(l.ures be changed. 
; Currently, the College of 
:Veterinary Medicine must 
adrriit 30 percent out-of­
state students to receive 

. certain federal funds. The 
College receives $8,000 per 
year for each out-of-state 
~tudent, said C. Roger 
Smith, dean of the college. 
;: :Ohio, as one of 19 states' 
with a college of veterinary 
illedicine has notonly state 
but. national responsibility 
fo supply veterinarians for 
. health care, according to 
the Ohio Board of Regents. 

But the study by the ad­
visory committee states a 
student's home state influ­
ences location after gradu­
ation.Eighty-six percent of 
Ohio's practicing veterina­
rians attended Ohio 
schools. Between 1935 and 

1972, about one half of the 
Ohio State graduates left 
the state to practice 
elsewhere, Smith said. 

If Ohio State lost federal· 
funds by not admitting a 
certain percentage of out­
of-state· students,.it would 
have complete control over . 

'admissions. The percent­
age of out-of-state students 
could then be adjusted to 
balance Ohio's needs for 
veterinary health care as 
they are affected by the re­
tention of out-of-state stu­
dents, national responsi­
bility and available fund­
ing, the committee said. 

Declining federal fund­
ing and the uncertainty of 
continued federal support 
may warrant non­
compliance with. the fed­
eral requi.rements, the 
committee said. 

Although the committee 
is projecting the deficiency 
for two more decades, less 
than 10 percent of the coun­
ties in Ohio are t.inder­
served, according to the 
Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare 
standards. The committee 
said underserved areas are 
in the southern, north­
western and east-central 
sections of the state . 

The Regents are· also 
concerned because of the 
importance veterinary 
health care plays in Ohio's 
$1 billion a year livestock 
industry, horsebreeding 
and pet businesses. 

A state policy for veteri­
nary health care will be es-

tablished from the commit­
tee findings arid recom-
mendations. " 

Within the next 20 years 
the number of veterina­
rians needed in public 
health, industrial veteri­
nary medicine, resea;:ch, 
teaching and other 
specialized fields will in­
crease, the committee said. 

The OSU Coll~ge. of V:~t­
erinary Medicine should 
expand its post-doctorate 
of veterinary medicine 
(DVM) training to offer the 
advanced specialty train­
ing required in these 
fields, the committee said. 

The biggest. shortages in 
vete:finary medicine are in 
fields which require post­
DVM training, Smith said. 

The College should expand 
the post-graduate training 
programs by about 50 per­
cent, he said . 

The committee antici­
pates an increase in de• 
mand for animal techni­
cians, especially in large 
animal care. Special ef­
forts by Ohio State and the 
Columbus Technical Insti­
tute (CTI) were recom­
mended to recruit students 
with.iab int,irest in large 
animal care. · 
. The College of Veteri­
nary Medicine and CTI 
should also incorporate 
into existing programs a 
field of large animal care 
concentration for a small 
number of students, the 
com¥1ittee said. 



Veterinary 
Research 

Touches All 
Each time a dog or kennel license is 

purchased in about one-fourth of 
Ohio's counties, 10 cents goes for re­
search in Ohio State University's Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine. 

Small investment, big dividends! It 
supports 21 research projects in the 
college, from animal cancer to animal 
population control to heart, kidney 
and bone disease. In almost all in- . 
stances. medical studies on dog dis­
eases produce results which are 
applicable to similar diseases in other 
animals, including man. 

The third college of veterinary 
medicine established in the United 
States (1885), Ohio State has 
graduated more veterinarians than 
any U.S. university and is tops nation­
ally in enrollment. 

lt is ranked fourth in the country in 
the quality of its teaching, research 
and service, as rated by veterinary 
deans surveyed by "Change" mag­
azine. 

Students are exposed to all aspects 
of diagnosis, treatment and disease 
prevention at the college's five-year­
old hospital. The facility, which treats 
26,000 animals a year, includes 90 

I\ )\..&Ir. \ q '1 'b 

Two junior Veterinary Medicine students conduct an unusual eye examina­
tion - on a horse. Sally Haddock of Mentor, 0., is checking this pony's 
pupillary reflex as William Hueston of Harrisonburg, Va., looks on. 

equipment in pre-clinical instruction. 
• Appealing to alumni and others 

for help in acquiring photography 
and television equipment and in fund­
ing a chair in comparative toxicology 
and a professorship in international 
veterinary preventive medicine. 

(The college's department of pre­
ventive medicine. established in 1934, 
was the first in the U.S.) 

Dean of the college since 1972 has 
been C. Roger Smith Jr .. a Hartville, 
0., native and 1944 graduate of the 
college. He is a member of the Ameri­
can College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine, past president of the 
American Academy of Veterinary 
Cardiology and was on an advisory 
committee of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. 

Associate Dean Vernon L. Tharp is 
president of the American Veterinary 
Medicine Association. R. Bruce 
Hohn, professor of orthopedic sur­
gery in the college, was the American 
Animal Hospital Association·s vet­
erinarian of the year two years ago. 

The five-year-old Veterinary Hospital at 1935 Coffee Rd. has facilities for treatment of 26,000 animals every year. 
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More women 
• 
ID grad school, 

By Laurie Mendel . There are eight"wom.en in the 60-
·. lo-(o-'1 '1 member class of 1979 graduates, but 

The traditionally male-dominated ·13 of the 60 students to graduate· in 
fields of medicine, law and business .. 1983 ·are women, she said. 
have seen a steadyincrease in worn- ·I The College of Law has more 
en's enrollment at osu over the past women this year than in any previous 
five years according to department class, said Barbara Rich, assistant 
statistics. · director of admissions. "' 
· The College of Veterinary Rich said that 37.8 percent of this 
Medicine has ab.out 45 percent quarter's entering class are women 
women.in its total enrollment of 539 - an increase from 1972 when 
students, said Dorothy Gallen of the women comprised only 11 percent of 
college. the class. 

In ·the last five years there have The flexibility, interdisciplinar1 
be.en 147 women graduates from the possibilities and different types of' 
college, compared to 104 women law practice attracted more women 
graduates from the time of the to the field, she said. 
school's inception in 1887 to 1975, she However, the law school has no 
said. special\ woman or minorities re-

One reason for the dramatic rise is cruitment program and women com­
the increase of women applicants, pete equally for entrance, sl)e said. 
she said, This year the entering class · In other fields, the graduate school 
iscomposedof76menand60women. has shown a marked increase in 

C. Roger Smitn, dean, attributes women receiving both their master's 
the increased numbers of women en- degree and Ph.cf, ·said Amy Edgar, 
rolled to the awareness of the cha!- management analyst. 
lenges and opportunities available 
in veterinary medicine. 

Many years ago we would not even 
get orte woman's .application a year, 
he said. This year the school re­
ceived 292 applications from men 
and.242 from women. 

Like the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, the College of Pharmacy 
also h-as seen an increase in women 
enrollees. 

This autumn, 224 of 466 students 
are women, said Frank W. Bope, as­
sistant dean, and the senior class is 
composed' of exa:ctly 50 percent 
women. 

The high percentage of women in 
pharmacy is due to the increased 
awareness of the opportunities in the 
field, Bope said. 

Dentistry< also attracts more 
women who are realizing they are 
just as qualified to operate in a man's 
world, said Harold E. Wilson, direc­
tor of admissions for the College of 
Dentistry. 

Optometry experienced an in­
crease in the number of women en­
rolled, said Mary Shaner, of the Col­
lege of Qptometry. 



1earn1ng to be an 
ANIMAL DOCTOR 

a vet must have more than a love of horses 
By CAROL ANN LEASE Photos By Gordon Kuster Jr. 

1fi <,'I' P,TC t\ / l- d.5-'('j s lSSON HALL AT Ohio State Univers11y looks 
like any other classroom building. It's when you're 
walking down the corridor and hear a sheep baa that 
you suspect it may be differe~t. Sisson Hall is part of 
O~U's College of Veterinary- Medicine. 

Each year, hundreds of young men and women 
dream of walking its halls in the white coat of a new 
veterinary student. This year, 136 made l:. They face 
four years of Jong hours in the classroom and even 
Jonger hours of studying on their own. 

One of the first things that confronts a new student 
is a dead dog to dissect. The student is to learn all 
about its muscles. bones and organs before moving on 
to a horse and, finally, a cow. This may seem like 
ju~ping in with both feet, but the new veterinary 
student is not tota11y ignorant of an~mals and their 
inner workings. · 

To get into vet school, he or she must have had 
college courses in chemistry, biology, zoology, 
genetics, mathematics, physics, biochemistry and 
microbiology. as we]J as English and the humanities. 
'The student must have scored well on the Veterinary 
Aptitude Test and have maintained a 3.0 (B) grade 
average in college. A 4.0 is a perfect A. The actual 
average of this year's class is more than 3.5. 

11le admissions committee also considers each 
applicant's experience with animals and knowledge 
of the profession and requires three letters of 
recommendation. Students who meet preliminary 
requirements are interviCJNep. 

Competition is so tough that only two students in 
this year's class of 136 got in with the minimum two 
years of college. Twenty,-eight have had three years, 
71 have four years of coliege, and 35 have more than 
four years. Seven students have master's degrees. 

It also helps to be from Ohio. OSU accepts 
students from Puerto Rico and from seven states 
which don't have veterinary colleges, but spaces are 
limited. One hundred and one students in this vear's 

• 

beginning class of 136 are from Ohio. 'Ille class 
includes 62 women and 74 men. 

The college's total enrollment of 538 includes two 
Oriental students and five black srudents. 

The number of applicants peaked six years ago at 
about l ,200, said Warren Aiken, director of the 
college's Division of Veterinary Educational Re­
sources. Now, about 300 Ohioans apply each year. 
"People realize the criteria are strict. If they don't 
meet them, they don't apply," speculated Aiken, 
who has a doctorate in education. 

Today's veterinary srudents are taught by methods 
adopted at OSU in 1969. Before that, they learned 
things piecemeal - anatomy, then disease, then 
drugs, and so fonh. "Ohio State decided, let's look 
at how the veterinarian Joo ks at the animal.·· said Dr. 
Thomas Powers, head of the college's Council on 
Education. "If the animal has a cough. you worry 
about the respiratory system. If it's diarrhea, you look 
at the digestive system." 

Students now study whole systems at a time with 
teams of professors teaching them. When the student 
learns about the nervous system, for example, the 
anatomist talks about the pans of the system, the 
behaviorist talks about how it affects behavior, the 
clinician talks about diagnosing disease according to 
how the nervous system acts, and the surgeon talks 
about treating some problems by o~rating. 

At the same time, the college realized that 
students need ••some basic knowledge" first. Powers 
said. They get this through such courses as 
microscopic studies of tissues and how a cel1 works. 

Powers. who is also chairman of the Department 
of Veterinary Physiology and Pharmacology. said the 
team approach ••has improved teaching enormously'' 
by ••emphasizing the stronger points we need to know 
and getting rid of the garbage." For example, as a 
phannacologist - a specialist in the science of drugs 
- he might get too enthusiastic about his field and' try 

to teach the students too much, when they only need 



to know basic principles and concepts, he said. The 
teo.m with specialists from different disciplines 
remind'i him that .. we're not training pharmacolo­
gists. We're training veterinarians.·· 

'Aiken said students also spend a lot of timC 
working on their own. "What we try to do is have as 
much self-instructional material as we can, so the 
professor is relieved of over-and-over type teaching.•• 
he explained. His division has photographers and 
medical illustrators who can make any slides, films, 
television programs or drawings the professors need. 
A library has slide projectors and taped lessons. 

Through self-teaching, Aiken said, the college 
hopes .. continuing education will become second 
nature." Ohio requires each veterinarian to attend 10 
hours of continuing education programs a year to 
maintain his license. Accredited programs often are 
sponsored by stare or county veterinary medical 
associations as well as by schools like OSU. 

The first-year veterinary student also is introduced 
to such things as restraining and ~-raying animals. He 
studies animal behavior, how animals develop from 
conceptiOn, the Chemistry of nutrition and the 
principles of drugs and disease. By the third quarter 
of his firSt year. he is into systems - the nervous 
system. with special attention to the eyes, and the 
endocrine system. or glands. 

He continues this study his second year with the 
heart and circulatory system, the urinary system, the 
lungs and breathing, blood vessels and lymph nodes, 
reproduction, muscles and bones, the digestive 
system, and the skin and outer covering of the body. 
He also studies genetics and begins to look at 
preventive medicine, anesthesiology and surgery. 

1be third year he gets more practical experience, 
looking over the shoulders of older students and 
ins1ructors in the college's veterinary hospital. 
''They're now heavily into electives'' - courses they 
choose themselves, Aiken added. These can range 
from a business management course for setting up a 
practice to flying lessons for students who plan to 
practice in remote areas. Stude·nts also pick up more 
information in areas of special interest. For example, 
if they want to specialize in large animals, as opposed 
to small animals like dogs and cats, they may take 
more courses about ho~ses and cattle. 

The fourth-year students spend almost all of their 
time working directly w~ll' animals. Dr. Philip 
Murdick, chairman of the Department of Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences. outlined the program: 

Students spend two w~ks working with x-rays~ 
two weeks assisting an anesthesiologist on both large 
and smaII animals; and two weeks with smaH animals 
in what Murdick called •'primarily a preventive 
medicine section," where they may inO()Culate 
against rabies. dispense worm medicine and telJ 
owners how to care for their pets. 

They spend longer periods - four to eight weeks 
- working with animals adm!J!ed to the hospital, 
assisting in surgery on both small and large animals, 
working with food animals such as cattle and pigs, 
and visiting farms, with instructors from the coJlege, 
to care for farm animals. 

The students are closely supervised, Murdick 
said, because the animals are not owned by OSU but 
are entrusted to OSU's care by their owners, just as 
tht":v would rake th..; .. .-• ..... - --=··-'"- --- 4 --!--..!--

0hio State also keeps some "teaching animals" 
and buys some with special problems. For example, 
.. we buy pigs with hernias, and the students get to 
repair the hernia," Murdick said. It's important for 
students to get such experience. because surgery is a 
big part of private practice, he explained. 

One quarter of the fourth year is completely 
student's choice. "We have had people go to 
Australia," Powers said. Those students wanted to 
specialize in sheep, and Australia is a big sheep­
raising country. Others interested in being zoo 
veterinarians have studied at the San Diego Zoo or 
other zoos. Ohio State also encourages students to 
spend a summer. when they aren't in school, working 
with a veterinarian. About one-third of them do. 
Aiken said. 

During the students' elective quarter, if they don't 
choose an off-campus program, "they can go through 
some of these clinic experiences again," Murdick 
said. "Most of them elect to do that." 

Aiken said that, besides aJI these visible courses, 
·'there is a hidden curriculum - appreciation for the 
ethics. It's presented primarily by example. It's not 
what you say you do. It's what you really do." 

At the end of four years, Powers said, the new 
doctor of veterinary medicine "is truly a generalist." 
Most go into private practice - 82 percent of 1978 
graduates - and most of them join other 
veterinarians. 

Ten percent continue school - to specialize in 
something like orthopedic surgery or to get a master's 
:legree·or Ph.D. They may teach or work in a teaching 
or private veterinary hospital. Others go to work for 
the government - testing drugs for the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration or inspecting meat for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, for example. There 
also are jobs, such as research, in private industry. 

Powers said the new veterinarian will earn from 
$I 5 ,000 to $17 ,000 the first year. with residents in 
training on the lower end of the scale and "go­
geuers" in some private practices on the higher end. 

·nie college estimates the cost of becoming a 
veterinarian at about $4,(X)() a year, including $225 
for books and instruments the first year and $1, 700 
for room and lx>ard on campus. This does not include 
the years of schooling he needs to get into veterinary 



medicine or things like recreation, transponauon. 
clothes apd notebooks. 

Murdick said that, despite all the screening and 
competition to get into veterinary medicine. some 
students do change their minds. They may have been 
subtly pressured to enter the field, he said, or "they 
think, ·1 love horses. I'll be a veterinarian and take 
care of horses.' They forget every horse has an 
owner, and he can be difficult." 

Some drop out early in the four-year program. If 
they don't decide u~til their senior year that being a 
veterinarian isn't for them, Murdick said, they 
usually finish the course and sometimes go into 
something distantly related. 

But there are exceptions ... We have one guy 
who's siill running a bowling alley," he said. • 



the Ohio State University veterinary clinic, Jock 
e, o senior from Vermilion, Ohio, examines Oakie, 
-month-old St. Bernard. The puppy's right front leg 
rooked, and it may need surgery. On the right are 
Don Branstetter, a Toledo veterinarian, and his 

~. Anne, who brought Ookie to the clinic 

Ellen Ziemer, a junior from Roanoke, 
Vo., and other students peer through 
microscopes at blood smears and other 
body fluids from animals, to learn how 
to diagnose disease. 

lri the veterinary hospital's library, 
William Yomokoski, a senior from 
Columbus, takes notes from a videotape 
explaining a surgical procedure. 



Veterinary medicine. 
A very human science 

fr ,, 
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By Chris Eversole 

Donna Nicol became a veterinarian, 
instead of a physician, partly because she 
thought they faced fewer life-and-death 
decisions. 
. "I didn't knO'w if I could handle 

decisions like how long do you keep 
people alive by artificial means," she says. 

But similar issues are hitting her square 
in the face in her first few months of 
veterinary practice, says the June 
graduate of Ohio State University's 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Life and death decisions arise largely 
because today's veterinarians w!H provide 
almost au treatments that physicians 
provide - given enough money. 

The average animal hospital can treat 
diabetic dogs, care for animals with 
cancer, and perform Cesarean sections. 
Specialists go as far as inserting heart 
pacemakers and performing total hip 
replacement operations in the s I bmion a 
year "industry" of providing medical care 
for pets. 

These medical wonders didn't bother 
Nicol too much while she was in 
veterinary school. 'We treated 
everything to the n'th degree at the 
Universitv." she savs. 

kept going over everything I had done. 
What went wrong?' I asked myself. 

"He told me the next day, 'You did 
everything properly. You did the best you 
could.' 

"And he didn't charge the owners for 
the surgery. He told them to use the 
money it would have cost to buy another 
dog. That was really decent of him. They 
realized that we really cared about 
them." 

Veterinarians who've been practicing 
much longer than Nicol also agonize over 
their responsibility for the lives of animals. 

Robert L. Hamlin, professor of 
veterinary physiology and pharmacology 
at Ohio State, says veterinarians face less 
clear-cut decisions about how long to 
sustain life than do physicians. 

"Physicians are pledged to do 
everything they can to keep people alive. 
Euthanasia of humans is iHegal, unethical, 
and immoral. 

"It's an option in veterinary meificine. 
We haVe the burden of deciding when to 
recommend it to pet owners. 

"But, at least, we don't have the 
responsibility of a human life." 

Although he's been in practice 25 
years, Hamlin still hates to see animals 
he's treating die. 
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Ohio State underwrote the expense of 

difficult cases because they gave students 
needed experience or opponunities for 
advanced research. · 

But such virtually unlimited care isn't 
available in private practice, and that 
bothers Nicol: 

'When I worked in a small animal 
hospital in northeastern Ohio between 
my junior and senior years, I couldn't get 
over how many animals died," she says. 

"Many died at night because the smaH 
hospital couldn't afford to monitor them 
as closely or treat them as intensely as we 
could at the University," she says. "I felt 
we may have been able to save them." 

She's also disturbed that she can't treat 
some animals because their owners can't 
afford the cost of treatment. For example, 
a dog with breast tumors went untreated 
because its owner was on welfare. 

Five other veterinarians with whom 
she works at.the Beechwold Animal 
Hospital <incl its branch, the Hudson 
Animal Oinic, in Columbus, Ohio, are 
helping Nicol make the transition from 
the University dinic to private practice. 

Bruce Wenger, who founded the 
Beechwold practice 33 years ago, has 
provided Nicol the greatest assistance in 
accepting that she can't cure every 
animal she works with. 

"He helped me a lot the first time a 
dog that I operated on died," she says. "I 
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But he has learned to cope better with 

their deaths. "The one thing I came to 
realize was that I can do only so much. I 
can't play God," he says. 

Hamlin faces decisions about how long 
to extend care more often than most 
veterinarians, because he works 
exclusively on animals with heart 
problems. 

"I see mostly very old dogs owned by 
very old people, who are as attached to 
them as if they were human friends," he 
says. 

Many of. the owners are on fixed 
incomes and are hard put to afford heart 
medications for their dogs - they cost 
at least S 2 a day - let alone the cost of 
pacemakers. The University implants 
pacemakers for S 500. 

"It's hard to know what to teU the 
owners fin cases like these)," Hamlin says. 
"An animal may be someone's whole life, 
yet is gravely iH and probably wiN die in 
three months to two years. 

"Are we doing the owners a favor by 
putting them through so much expense 
for an animal that has a short time to 
live? I really don't know." 

He has aclopted a "threshold" for 
recommending when treatment be 
discontinue<J. 

"I think an owner should consider 
euthanasia for his animal if it is in so 
much discomfort that it can't eat or if it 
can't sleep weU," he says. 

The decision on how far to extend care 
hasn't always been that complicated. 

When American technology was less 
advanced, most pets weren't saved It the 

cost of treatment exceeded an animal's 
replacement cost, says Philip Murdick, 
associate dean of the coNege. 

"Now most people aren't willing to 
sacrifice an animal that can be saved," 
Murdick says. 

"It's hot uncommon for people to pi.it 
·several thousand doHars into treatment of , 
an animal that could be replaced for only 
a few doHars simply by adopting a pet at 
the Humane Society," he says. 

Although newly graduate9 
veterinarians in private practice aren't 
always able to treat all animals as 
thoroughly as they might have as 
students at the University, it is important 

for them to learn about the most 
advanced techniques available, Murdick 
says. 

And that training actually is more 
varied than the training physicians 
receive - veterinarians stucly the 
anatomy of a variety of animals, while 
physicians roost concentrate on human 
anatomy. 

"We teach our students the newest 
and best techniques available," he says. 
"It's important to let students know 
what's available, so that. once they're in 
practice, they can refer animals to 
specialists when necessary." 

The main Wirf students learn about 
helping pet owners determine the fate of 
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ltheir animals is through their experience human medicine, although several performed. such as hip replacements in ilnesses. and advising owners on pet 
On the University's veterinary hospital. cOl11Jaflies are offering pet health dogs. says Marvin L. Olmstead. assistant care- or in routine surgery. ~ 
· "ConmJnication with pet owners is an coverage," Price says. professor of orthopedic surgery at Ohio sterilizations. Llfe..anckleath cases, cases 

fflll(lltalt part of the learning experience State laws don't require owners to State. In which an animal's life is threatened, 
t';tie students have in the veterinary proYi<le medical care for their pets. Price l1le owners generally are pleased with arise no more than once !Nery week. 
l'iospital," Murdick says. 'They learn by says. "Animals generally are regarded as the S750 hip surgery because it relirNeS And, despite her anxieties, her work is 
~ how faruty members approach private property that owners can use as the pain of diseased joints and increases a dream come true. . 

S
." they see fit," he says. the dogs' activity, he says. "As a girl, I lived on a farm. I loved 

Veterinarian's education isn't Stil, Veterinarians. ilrefl't all that 'We tel the owners the potential animals and~ wanted to work with 
oo.,iete when he or she enters practice. hardnosed about their fees, says Roger aclVantages," he says. "In most cases, the them," she says with a smile. 

= veterinarians go into an Smith, retired dean of Ohio State's aninlafs could survive without the .And she believes the rewards are as 
practice where they have an Veterinary colege. surgery. great as they would have been in human 

professional as a mentor, Murdick 'We try to accommodate people as 'We tel the owners what we can do medicine. 
sjiys. And conferences and special courses l1llCh as possible," he says. 'We realy i¥lCI point out alternative treatments "People realy.appredate what we do 
"re in1Jo1tant throughout a veterinarian's care about animals. and we appreciate which would relieve some of the dogs' for them. I thinlc seeing their pet wel 
~ of practice. the strOOg bond between people and distress. l1le owners rrust decide what means as l1llCh to some of them as 
i Part of what veterinarians learn in 31imals.. We know that pets are like a they want to do." having their own llness treated."· 
~ is (tlat they can tum rdj to child to many people." AJ this is not to s;ry that the Sometimes dealing with people is her 
at1iinal ClYlliers to pay for treatment. says It is that strong bond between owners ~ cases dominate Veterinary biggest challenge. · 
Don Price, executive vice president of the and their pets that pt~ some pet practice. "It's hard to tel someone their pet 
American Veterinary Medical Association owners to have ~x proce<Ues YotllQ Veterinarian Doma Nicol spends died. l.Vllat can you Si1i to~?" 
arld an Ohio State abnrus. most of her time providing routine care- ' 
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Learning the art of treatment 
Veterinaiy medicine students spend 
their first three years of professional 
education learning nearly eveiything 
they can about the science of 
veterinaly medicine. 

In their senior year. they' learn the 
art of being a veterinarian. 

Although students previously ITl3l'o/ . 
have worked in minor roles in animal 
hospitals. during their senior year they 
function irlc:reasiajy as licensed 

I
i\ veterinarians woUd, taking on almost 
I COfl1llete responsibility for their. 
! patients by the time they graduate. 
i I "A metamorphosis takes place from 
! ! the first ~ of the senior year to 
) ' the firial ~." says W. Keith 
: 
1
· Wearly. assistant dean for veterinaly 
l student affairs. 
i \ "Senior students start out afraid of 
• making a mistake. They SJ'f, 'How am I 

ever going to remeniler al the things 
I've learned.' 

"As time goes on. they discover 
that treating an animal is a logical 
process and that they can put al the 
tools they've learned to work on it. 

"By that last ~. they're eager 
to take charge. They want to 'work . 
up' a case when it comes in." Wearly 
says. 
. The students have ITl3l'o/ role models 
in developing a "bedside ~ ... 

They work side-by-side with faaily 
members on each animal patient. as 
. wet as wo!lcing with veterinarians 

from throughout Ohio who treat 
animals in the University's veterinary 
llospita's outpatient clinic each 
Wednesday. 

'We want students to see a variety 
of philosophies and opinions about the 
ma11ageme11t of patients." says Milton 
Wyman. professor of veterinary clinical 
science and adminisbablr of the 
visiting Guest Practitiooer Program. 

"One veterinarian may be meek and 
mild and another extremely 
extn:Nerted, constantly talking to pet 
owners. 

'These veterinarians come in 
because they want to help the 
SIUdents. It actualy costs them money 
Ix> take time ~ from their practices. 

·we do give them Ulch," he says 
with a laugh. 'We bring in pizza. 
Ov'l!I: the UJch hour, the students ask 
them why they did ~ one WiJ'f 
and not another." 

Senior students also are exposed to 
the reality of veterinary practice 
througJ the colege's field service. 

They spend three to five weeks 
moving from farm to farm in central 
Ohio with faaily members assigned 
to the colege's nine mobile mlts, 
which Gllrj medical eqiipmenr and 
supplies. 

. "While the students treat irjJred or 
diseased animals, they are l!iavily · 
inYolved in herd management . 
~ iatJons. in adllislng farmers on 

·7.~,< ·.·-::~"":.t; •. ~:~> .. ~ ~--

preventive ~icine for their 
livestock," says Lawrence E. Heider, 
professor of veterinaly preventive 
medicine and field SflVice director. "ft 
involves things Hice pfaming 
irmU1izations and breeding practices. 

"It's different than treating sick 
animals. Livestodc ~ds are kept 
because they're someone's livelihood. 
The students have to consider 
whether what they recommend wil 
help the client economically," Heider 
says. 

"Sometimes the most economical 
WiJ'f to salvage an investment in an 
animal is to slaughter it. 

"But ITl3l'o/ students are from urt>an 
baclcgrol.llds and may be sensitive 
about the fact that we don't prolong 
every il'imal's fife." 

The seniors also get first-hand 
experience in practices aWiJ'f from the 
Univeisity. Although almost al 
students assist veterinarians in their 
practices before their senior year, the 
students don't take on major 
responsibility in those practice 
situations urd they're seniors. 

Students last year were involved in a 
swine practice in Denmarfc; the 
National Zoo in Washington. D.C.; a 
horse practice In Arizona; and an 
animal behavior faboratoly at the 
Univeisity of Pemsyfvania. 

The senior year reserOOfes actual 
. practice In 113 work load, as wel. 

Students work seven days a week. 
Wyman says. 

The faaily sets a good model for 
that hard work. "Some faaily put in 
40 hours the first three-Oays of the 
week." Wyman says. "It's not t.nJSUaf 
to see a faaily member walking a 
patient at seilen or eight o'clock at 
night. They woUdn't have to do that. 
They do it because they're geruinely 
concerned." 

Even when they graduate. students 
lllJSt contirlJe learning. 

'With al the treatment available, 
they can't learn it al here,'.' Wyman 
says. 'They are busy that senior year, 
spending time on the general care of 
smal animals, horses. and livestoclc as 
wel as worlcing on surgery, 
anesthesiology. pathology. and 
radiology." 

Students interested in various 
specialties either enter a university 
resklency program or go into a 
practice where they can learn the 
speciality from senior veterinarians. 

The need to contirlJe learning 
fll001>l'S most students to go into 
existing practices, instead of hanging · 
out a shingle of their own. assistant 
dean Wearly says. -

"The attractiveness of an indivlWaf 
practice has decreased as veterinarians 
foofc at the vakJe of contrung 
e<iJcation and at the vakJe cl 
consUtation with other veterinarians. ff 



Senior expelled for 'deception' 

Jud.ge denies. student's injunction hi·d 
By Thomas J. Cole The injµnction would· 
· 2; - 31- 'aiO have permitted the senior 

A federal judge has de- student to graduate this 
nied 'an Ohio State stu- quarter, in time to take the 
dent's request for a pre- National Vet<>rinary 
liminary injunction that Examination in J't!ne. The 
would have forced the Col- test is given only once a 
lege of Veterinart year. 
Medicine to readmii he The suit, naming the OSU 
spnng quarter .. The stu- Board of Trustees, the Col­
dent - who carries a 3.7° lege I of Veterinary 
grade point average -was Medicine and Dean C. 
suspended last fall quarter Roger Smith as defendants, 
for academic misconduct. is still pending. 

U.S. District Judge The student requested 
Joseph P. Kinnear.Y denied that her.name be withheld 
the injunction Wednesday citing increasing harass­
because the student's suit, ment stemming from. the 
claiming her constitutional suit. 
right to due process was Following" hearings by 
violated during the sus- the school's student coun­
pension hearings, did .not cil and executive commit­
show a "strong or substan- ' tee, the student was sus­
tial likelihood" of success. pended for "deception 

with an attempt to cheat" 
on an exam. 

The suit claims that the 
student's right to due pro­
cess was violated because 
she was not given written 
notice of both the student 
council and executive 
committee hearings, was 
not advised of the charges 

·prior to the student council 
meeting and was not told 
she could have counsel 
present during the execu­
tive Committee review. 

The student was accused 
of the dec·eption following 
a "latent image examina­
tion" given Nov. 9 in "Dis­
eases of Dog ani:I Cat IL" A 
latent image test includes 
answers which are:hidden 
but can be exposed by a 
special yellow pen so the 

student can use the ex­
posed information in com­
pleting the test. 

Points are taken off for 
incorrect answers exposed 
by the yellow pen. 

Dennis J. Chew, assistant 
professor. of veterinary 
clinical science, accused 
the student of partially un­
covering wrong answers 
and trying to mark over 
them with a ballpoint pen 
to prevent the grader from 
seeing the mistakes. 

The student said she was 
under duress during the 
exam and does not deny 
covering up some of the ex­
posed wrong answers. 
However, following thE! 
exam she said she im-

mediately told Chew what 
she had done to avoid m.is­
representation. Chew tes­
tified he did not remember 
her pointing out "~11" four 
errors. 

Student Council Presi­
dent Anne Phlipot called 
the student Nov. 13 to ad­
·vise her that she had been 
charged with an honor 
code violation but refused 
to tell her the charges or 
who had filed them, court 
records show. 

The council recom­
me'nded that the student be 
suspended for two quarters 
and seek medical counsel­
ing. The decision was re­
viewed by the executive 
committee- and upheld. 

The suspended student 
was warned in 1977 for 
copying off another student 
during an exam and was 
later warned in May 1979 
for leafing through 
finished exams but was 
found innocent of any 
cheating attempt. 

The student says tioth 
these charges were false, 
and that the first warning 
was a result of a professor 
who thought -'- ·byt .could 
not prove - she was giving 
sexual favors for test an­
swers. -

Although Judge Kin­
rieary said it would be well 
adv"ised for the school to 
adopt proposals more 
likely to guarantee due 
process, he found that they 
"would have contributed 
little toward reducing the 
risk of error'' in .this case. 



Students doctor zoo animals 
, 

David Priddy 
- ,?.Cj- '60 

The olumbus Zoo is not 
just a home for gorillas, 
elephants and reptiles. It is 
'a working resource that 
provides Ohio ·State stu­
dents in veterinary 

__ .lJllj!jlicine and .anthropoF 
ogy an opportunity to do re­
search. 

Every Tuesday, Harrison 
Gardner, professor of vet- . 
erinary medicine, goes to 
the zoo to check the ani­
mals and provide neces­
sary treatment. 

"Senior (veterinary) stu­
dents are takeri out on calls 
to the zoo, farms or where­
ver an animal is in need of 
medical treatment," Gard­
ner said. "This allows stu­
dents to see firsthand how 
to take care of animals." 

The cooperation be~ 
ween the zoo· and OSU is 
mutually beneficial. Until 
a new veterinary hospital 
is completed, the zoo must 
rely on the animal hospital 
at Ohio State, according to 
Harry Peachey, research 
director for the zoo. 
"StuQ~nts serve as assis-

!ants during surgery and if. 
it was not for the students, 
the hospitals at OSU would 
not exist," Peachey said. 
Usually only animals that 
need surgery are brought 
back to OSU. · 

.While on call at the zoo, 
students assist in perform­
ing animal physicals, giv­
ing vaccinations and 
checking for parasites 
under the direction of 
Gardner. 

This practical experi­
ence is invaluable to the 
student, according to 
Peachey, because it gives 
the chance to handle exotic 
animals - large and small. 
"There is a big difference 
between handling a (house) 
cat and a timber wolf," he 
said. 

Anthropology students 
have also found the zoo to 
be a valuable learning re­
source. 

Training exercises for · 
students have been de­
signed around student ob­
servation of gorillas, 
Peachy said. ' 

This particular exercise 
involves observing the 

vomiting habits of-gorillas. 
Vomiting occurs fre­
quently in the zoo, al­
though it has never been 
observed in the wild, 
Peachy added. 

"Gorillas eat th!!ir meal, 
vomit and then consume 
the vomit," he said. "There 
is nothing wrong with this 
behavior except that the 
public might be appalled." 

'The observation of goril­
las, he said, has led resear­
chers 'to "guess" that th.e 
cause for such behavior is a 
result of stress and bore­
dom. 

·"Gorillas are not in­
clined to be on exhibit, and 
they are so strong that it is 
hard to give them some­
thing to do," he said. 

Observing the social be­
havior of gibbons in captiv­
ity is the area of research 

·for Anna Bellisari, a Ph.D. 
candidate in anthropology 
from Columbus. 

She is studying gibbons 
to learn more about their 
behavior. "Not, much is 
known about the lesser 
apes like the gibbon be­
cause they are small and 

arboreal (live in trees) and 
they're hard to observe." 

Undo stress can be 
exerted on gibbons in cap­
tivity. Bellisari is working 
with the zoo to plan ways to 
keep and display gibbons. 
. "Adult gibbons can't 
stand each other and will 
kill if they come in con­
tact," she said. "At the zoo 
two female adults were in 
f1le same room which 
caused psychological 
stress on them." She added 
that this stress could be a 
cause of a lower breeding 
efficiency in the captive 
gibbons. 

Concerned with why 
adult gibbons can't get 
along, Bellisari has di­
rected her study to observ­
ing how.young gibbons be­
have as they grow. 

"Adolescents are less 
playful with the very young 
and are antagonistic to­
wards adults," she said her 
research indicated. 

This· behavior manifests 
itself when the adults 
begin kicking the young 
around so they will want 
out of the group, she said. 



Fewer stud.ents apply 
to· vet· school P:r.C..gram 

. . .... . 
By Te.resa Frisbee Ohio are• accepted eal!h ... ·~~terinary1 aptitude test 

5'- t;. '1-'0o· year. : . . . · / . ···and a personal interview 
The veterinary medicine Wearly gave three possi•· ·with. the admissions com-

program may not be as im- hie reasons' for the· drop in· mittee. 
possible to enter as some candidates. The dis'cour- In' the past, the first-year 
think. . agerilent students receiVe class.a~eragewas at least a 

That, according to W. from.their high school and 3.5 GPA. Wearly ex'pects 
Keith Wearly, chairman of college advisers h'as stop- this to drop in the future 
the veterinary medicine ped many from even at, with more emphasis· to be 
admissions committee, is tempting to get into veteri- placed on having some ex­
the encouraging word for nary school, he says. ·perience in a medicine­
undergradua(e and high The total decrease in col- related field. ·ove1aH high 
school students interested lege enrollment has .also standards, however.will be 
in a. veterinary medicine had some effect and finally, maintained, he says. 
career. the shift in the economy Trends are expected to 

The number of applic- has ·promoted -interest in show a leveling off in num-
ants to ·the .college· has .energy-related fields and bers of applicants, Romig 
dropped from 602 in· 1978, · pulled many students into and Wearly agreed. For the 
to 534 in 1979, to 426 in 1980 engineering,: Wearly said, past five years there has 
- a 6 percent decrease in "Students are looking to-' been a 10 percent drop 
the past year alone. One ward ·occupations where.. each year, 
hundred applicants from they can reap a quicker re- Howevei:,'because of this 

covery:" · '· year's 'decrease Of only 6 
This seems to be a na- ·percent, Wearly says he be­

tional trend,. he says. Thi! lieves the, field -· b.oth in 
increase in the number of college applicants and in 
veterin3:ry colleges ayail- ·the. non'aca'deinic profes­
ableacross the country'and sicins c,- is reaching an 
changing · ·national equilibrium. "I think we're 
priorities have reduced the going to be stabilizing," he 
number of would-b.e vet- . says. "We've gone through 
erinarians. ·Many colleges the primary decrease." 
that formerly accepted 
0nly one out of every· six or 
seven candidates now 
choose one out of every 
three or four, he says. 

The number of first­
quarter. freshmen declar­
ing · pre'veterinary· 
medicine majors has also 
b.een decreasing. Since 
1975, there has been an av­
erage ·drop of about 31 stu­
dents per year, according 
'to figures provided by 
Robert Romig, coordinat­
ing .academic adviser for 
veterinary medicine. 
· Admission fo the college 

requires completing -Cer­
tain pre-veterinary medi' 
cal courses with an above-, 
average'record,'a'iiiinimum 
overall grade point aver­
age (GPA)of3.0, a score of 
55 __ percent or above on a 



Cat cancer vaccine 
OSU vet research 
prevents fatal feline leukemia 
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By Earle Holland 

A vaccine that prevents the onset of feline 
leukemia, a commonly fatal disease in cats that is 
similar to human leukemia, has been developed by 
veterinary researchers at Ohio State University. 

Similar types of leukemia threaten at least a 
half-dozen other kinds of animals including man, 
and the clue that led to the success with feline 
leukemia is present in all types of the disease. 

A small protein molecule nestled in the 
surrounding envelope of the feline leukemia virus 
is the key. The molecule, long known to exist but 
little understood, is able to tum off the body's 
immune system which otherwise would destroy 
the virus. 

The vaccine is really two vaccines in one, explains 
Richard Olsen, professor of veterinary 
pa tho biology. As a disease, leukemia presents two 
threats to the body. The virus causes a massive 
viral infection within the body and, later, the 
development of tumors. 

A decade of blind alleys 

Work on the vaccine had continued for nearly a 
decade with the conventional approaches toward 
vaccine development leading from one blind alley 
to another. 

The traditional method of producing a vaccine has 
always been to inject some of the weakened or 
killed virus into the animal or human. Then the 
body's own immune system will produce specific 
antibodies for the virus, providing permanent 
immunity. 

But, Olsen says, when they tried this method with 
cats, it just didn't work. In fact, it made the cats 
even more susceptible to tlie disease. 

"That was hard to explain," Olsen says. "It could 
have been that killing the virus rendered it toxic. 
There could be all kinds of explanations." 

Walking carriers of feline leukemia 

The researchers then tried another tactic. Instead 
of trying to attack the original virus, Olsen's team 
sought to thwart the tumors that develop later in 
the disease. 

The tumor antigen, a foreign protein that shows up 
on the tumor, is fairly well characterized, he says, 
and has been for some time. 

"We thought that if we grew tumor cells in tissue 
culture, killed them and the virus, and innoculated 
the cats with the combination, this would serve as 
a vaccine, 11 Olsen explains. 



The researchers went through a complicated 
procedure to kill the tumor cells and virus, and 
initial tests were encouraging. Those cats that 
were innoculated did not develop tumors from the 
disease. 

But while the cats developed no tumors, they still 
developed the viral infections and became walking 
carriers of feline leukemia. 

"They were shedding the virus like crazy. This 
would have been a more dangerous situation than 
if we just let the cats die of the disease," he says. 

Killed virus shut down the immune system 

Their next attempt was to make a vaccine against 
the virus and to add it to the anti-tumor vaccine. 
"Then, we thought, we'd have the best of both 
worlds. It would be a dual vaccine-one for the 
tumor and one for the virus," he says. 

But the cats that were given the dual vaccine 
proved even more susceptible to the disease than 
were the control cats who received nothing. This 
negative result proved to be the turning point in 
conquering the disease. 

"The killed virus wasn't simply toxic. It was 
immunosuppressive," he says. Therefore, the cats' 
built-in protective systems offered no protection. 

"It turns out that this is how leukemia in cats and 
humans works. There is this loss of immune 
functions that accompanies disease." 

Later tests showed that the killed virus was able 
to shut down the immune system. The researchers 
tested each of the seven proteins in the virus and 
discovered that one on the "envelope" of the virus 
was the trigger. 

Vaccine gives 'phenomenal' protection 

The researchers were able to grow the tumor cells 
in the laboratory and then harvest the needed 
material for the vaccine from the cultures. 

"We used this material as the vaccine and it 
worked fantastically. We're getting a protection 
greater than 80 percent, 1Nhich is phenomenal," 
Olsen says. 

The vaccine works as a preventive agent. It will 
protect the cat from feline leukemia before 
exposure but does little for the animal after it has 
contracted the disease. 

As for the human leukemia connection, research is 
continuing to compare the intricacies of the two 
diseases. Olsen's team 'is taking part in another 
study which examines whether humans produce 
antibodies for feline leukemia by checking the 
families that have leukemic cats in their 
households. 

"The animal link to human leukemia is a valid 
point to investigate. It shouldn't be swept under 
the rug. But nothing has been shown to · 
substantiate a linking as yet," Olsen says. 

"There's not one shred of solid evidence that feline 
leukemia has anything to do with human 
leukemia." On the other hand, he adds, nothing 
has been found that disproves a relationship 
between the two disease,;. 

Earle Holland is the University's research editor 
and assistant director of communications 
services. 



House Calls 
Vet clinic on wheels 
treats _pigs to primates 

By Connie Bart 

When the Columbus Zoo's "gorilla factory" 
produces yet another baby, when the 
prize-winning Thoroughbreds at Darby Dan Farms 
or OSU's own herds and flocks need care, when a 
child's 4-H calf looks sick, the College of 
Veterinary Medicine rides to iffu rescue. 

The Large Animal Ambulatory Clime, under the 
direction of Dr. Harrison Gardner, operates two 
practices-one in Columbus and one in 
Marysville-designed to show senior vctennary 
students what a veterinarian in a country practice 
does. 

"We work on some of the best farms you'll find 
anywhere and on some of the poorer ones," Dr. 
Gardner said. "Our concern is the animals." 

Dr. Gardner, his staff, and students handle 
routine cases five days a week and are ready to 
respond to emergencies any time of the day or 
night, seven days a week, including Christmas and 
New Year's. When the clinic 1s fully staffed, !ts 
eight clinicians respond to roughly eight calls a 
day-2,500 to 3,000 per year. 

With their radio-equipped mobile units chock­
full of medicines and equipment, the clinicians are 
prepared to take care of most problems where they 
find them. 

"We can even do a Caesarian section on a cow, 
sheep, or pig with no trouble, although we usually 
refer cases requiring major surgery to the large 
animal hospital at the University," Gardner said. 

All clinicians have their own clients and charge 
for services just as veterinarians !n private practice 
would. The fees are set to be realistic but low 
enough to attract clients whose animals offer a 
range of problems. "Not many people complain 
about their bills," said Gardner. 

Every vetennary student, regardless of special 
interest, spends at least one 2\fz-week rotat10n m 
the ambulatory clinic. Those planning to 
specialize in large animal medicine or to work in a 
mixed practice may elect to take it more often. 

The students do much of the treatment under 
the careful supervision of the clinicians. The first 
time a calf, seemingly too sick to stan_d, drags them 
across a muddy pasture, they learn JUSt how 
different from a hospital clinic a farm practice can 

be. Yetfor many students, the ambulatory clinic is 
a favorite rotation. 

All creatures great and small 

The Marysville practice 1s in a typical farming 
area, where a clinician may see several animals at 
one stop and have to drive only half a mile between 
stops. 

Urbanization of the Columbus area has 
increased the driving time in that practice, but the 
diversity is also greater since it includes the 
Columbus Zoo. Zoo animals, particularly 
primates, reptiles, amphibjans, and birds, have 
health problems that are often quite different from 
those usually encountered in large animal 
practice. Dr. Gardner, who is ultimately 
responsible for the health of the animals at the zoo, 
finds himself consulting often with colleagues at 
the University when dealing with these animals. 

Because they spend time at both practices and 
with all the clinicians, students can observe 
different styles of practice. One clinician in each 
practice is a recent graduate of a veterinary college, 
preferably from another state, who can broaden the 
students' perspective on care and treatment. 

But another important purpose of the 
ambulatory clinic is to demonstrate good 
relationships between practitioners and their 
clients. For this reason, three of the clinicians at 
each practice are usually full-time tenured faculty 
members who have made the commitment to 
build long-term relationships with their clients. 

What kinds of cases give the most satisfaction? 
Dr. Gardner says he likes to see any kind of animal 
get well. But for the students, the most satisfaction 
seems to come from helping an animal in distress 
give birth to a live baby. 

"There seems to be something very special 
about that," Dr. Gardner said. 

Connie Bart is a free-lance writer from 
Alexandria, Ohio. 



Vac.cine d.eveloped 
combats cattle fever 

By Ann W. Frazier 

· An b~;o ~~t~~harian has. 
developed a vaccine to pre­
vent shipping fever in cat-· 
tie, a respiratory disease 
which agriculture experts 
estimate cost Ohio cat­
tlemen over $5 million last 
year. 

Thirty to 35 percent of the 
calves shipped to feedlots to 
tie fattened for marketing 
contract the disease, mak­
ing it the most important · 
diseas·e associated with the 
beef industry, according to 
Clyde Smith, the v'accine's 
developer. 

Although the disease is 
often curable, medical 
treatment and loss of 

: ~weight by the animal makes 
·..ieven the recovery process 

costly, Smith said. 
Smitn,.c., a research 

veterinarian at the. Ohio 
Agrictiltural Research and 
Develbpment Center 
(OARDC), at the osu 
Wooster campus, has been 
working on the vaccine 
since 1977. After several 
months of testing on calves, 
he calls the vaccine "very 
promising." . 

Vaccines tested in the 
past have not proven v.ery 
effective, Smith said. He at­
tributes the success of the 
current treatment to using 
a "live" bacteria tO make 
the vaccine. 

OARDC has licensed a 
Richmond, Va. firm to pro­
duce the vaccine. But 
because the Food and Drug 
Administration has not ap­
proved the substance, it is 
not yet commercially 
available: 

Shipping fever occurs as 
the result of stress on the 
animal d'uring the 
marketing process, ac­
cording to Nolan Hartwig, 
an veterinarian in charge of 
Ohio's Buckeye Feedlot 
Conditioning Program. Ma-

j jor sources of stress are the 
~ changes in the animal's diet 
~and surroundings, he· ex­
"' 1 · d .J-P a1ne .. .-. 



OSU Vet college fa.cing budget crUn'ch 
By Brian White · 
I0-14 -ii 

Education at the College 
of Veterinary Medicine is_ 
taught along the lines of 
one horse, one studerit and 
one teacher. For this 
reason, officials at the col­
lege are watching Ohio 
Senate proceedings very 
closely these days.. 
' The Senate is getting 
ready to. . vote on a 
House-approved· budget 
proposal sponsored by Ver­
nal G. Riffe,. Jr., D-New 
Boston, which will increase 
the sales tax to five percent 
and allocate $150.2 million 
to OSU'smain campus. 

Dr.Ronald A. Wright, 
dean of the veterinary col­
)ege, said if the proposal 
fails, the ·college will be 
forced to make cuts in its 
programs, causing its 
reputation as one of the top 
veterinary schools' in the 
nation to suffer greatly. 

The required cuts would 
start with the college's 
faculty. Wright said the per-

sonal relationship between 
students and faculty is one 
of the reasons for the suc­
cess of the veteiinary col­
lege, and losing one-to-one 
corresponden'l!e with facul­
ty members could cause dif­
ficulties for students. 

11W e cannot lecture in 
front of 400 or 500 students 
like some schools on cam­
pus can," he said. "When a 
student is taught to operate 
on a horse, his teacher must 
be by his side to guide him." 

. Wright noted th"at getting 
rid of faculty members 
would hurt the veterinary 
college because the school's 
54-member faculty con­
sists of numerous 
specialists whose skills are 

. not off ere\! by many 
schools. 

"If we get rid of an 
ophthalmologist,' it is very 
possible that he is the only 
one we have. His absence 
leaves a hole in a student's 
veterinary education," he 
said. 

"We simply cannot main-

tain _our standing unless the 
state increases its funding 
to OSU ," Wright continued. 
".The last figures I saw 
ranked us second behind 
Cornell. This ranking is im­
portant because it attracts 
some of the best students 
around." 

The fact that there has 
not been a strong push on 
campus for the Senate to 
pass the Riffe amendment 
surprises Wright. He said 
the stud.ents should be in­
,terested in the proposal 
because it contains a 
possibility of tuition reduc­
tion for Ohio college 

students. 
The thought of failure of 

the Riffe amen'dment only 
adds to the list of funding 
problems the College of 
Veterinary Medicine faces, 
said W. Keith Wearly, 
chairman of the school's ad­
missions committee. 

One Rroblem Wearly 
pointed.out is that the state 
government$ iil the "Nor­
thern zone'? of the country 
have been leaning toward 
monetary commitments 
other than educatjon in re­
cent . years. This trend 
allows southern schools 
such as Texas, Oklahoma 

and Mississippi,· ·who are 
still richly funded by their 
state governments, to gain 
prominence in the 
veterinary field while the 
quality of schools such as 
OSU, Cornell and. Penn­
sylvania decreases. . 

The OSU College o·f 
Veterinary Medicine also 
has received the. last o.f its 
federal funding: The federal 
government has been fun­
ding the college for· eight 
years in order to support· 
the Veterinary Hospital­
The money was part of an 
incentive plan for. schools t~ 
build facilities. 



V~et school steps .up recruiting 
· .·;. By Brian Y(hite number of applicants to the stimulated. interest· in the · 
· ~; • 10-..:..').. ?.-SI. veterinary college has been veterinary field and are 

·T_he College of Veterinary declining gradually since it asked to explain this need to 
M'edicine has st~pped up its peaked in the early 1970s. :the students they visit. 
high school recruiting pro- Because of the decrease, .Wearly said t~e co)lege 
gram in an effort to combat officials· at th.e college ·are hopes to change some false 
apnual decreases in the meeting· with veterinarians notions high scho"ol students 
ntimber of applicants seek- who come in· contact with'. have about veterinary 
ing admission to the school. potential vet students. on schools. 

.W .• -Keith Wearly, chair- high school "career days." "Because of the competi-
man •Of the school's admis- These veterinarians are in- tion in the past, high sc~ool 
sions' committee, said 'the formed of OSU's need for a students are led to beheve 

that vet schools are im­
possible to get into. We are 
telling them that the op­
portunity for acceptance' is 
the best it has been in 
several years," he said. 

"During the late '60s and 
early '70s our applicant­
acceptance ratio was ap­
proximately 10-to-1," he 
said. "This year it was only 
3-to-1. We are OK now, but if 
it gets any lower, we will be 
very concerned." 

The·drop has been signifi­
cant in the last five years, 
he said. Four years ago, the 
college received ·662 ap-

plications, 250 more than 
this year. The committee 
accepts atiout 138 students a 
year. 

The cost of education and 
the "energy. crunch" are 
swaying college-bound 
students toward fields 
which involve less schooling 
and more immediate job op­
portunities such as 
engineering, Wearly said. 

Also, out of state students 
are receiving less financial 
aid than in the _past and, as 
a· resul~, are staying in their 
hom~~tates. This year the 
veteriilary college received 
23 percent fewer applica­
tions from outside of Ohio 
than last year. 

"There has . been an in­
creased publication of law 
suits against doctors late­
ly," he said. "Five years 
ago, a suit against a vet was 
unheard of. 

"Now, if a doctor stops on 
a street to help someone, he 
stands a possibility of being 
sued. This possibility does 
not help attract students to 
the field,"· Wearly said. 

The college has- received 
some indication that the ap­
plication situation may be 
reversing. This year, the 
school received 10 percent 
more Ohio applications 
than in 1980. Although 
Wearly said present state 
and national economic 

•
1 
situations will pre".ent any 
immediate drastic changes, 

1 he is hoping_ some of the 
competitiveness of past 
years can be restored. 



Veterinary School accredil.ation .. in je_opa,rdy 
By Mark Warth . 
Lai:iterri staff writer ~-\S'-'ii~ 

The. OSU College o! 
Veterinary Medicine pro­
bably will drop out of the, 
top foµr schools in the coun­
'ti-ibecause of the condition 
of Sisson Hall .. 

. :'.'Our accreditation is in 
jeopardy because of\ the 
Ia:ck of facilities and facul­
ty," said Ronald A. Wright, 
dean of the College of 
Veterinary M edici,ne. 
·.The college was 

evaluated in October. by the 
~merican 1 Veterin"ary 
Association, a national acw 
creditation agency. 
• Wright said he does not 

know when. the report is to 
be completed, but does ex­
pect the college· to drop in 
standing. 

Architects are now being 
interviewed to design a new 
building, said William Grif­
fith,' assistant vice presi­
dent for campus planning. 

"Once the architect is 
chosen, . I estimate that It 

.will take 12 .to 15 months 
before the actual plans are 
completed;" Griffith said. 

The new building will be 
connected to Sisson· or be. 
built across the street next 
to the ye_terinary Hospital, 
he said. 

Wright said Sisson pro­
v}des inadequate space. 
"We could improve the 
quality of the program if we 
could have a closer relation­
ship with the students." 

Faculty members are af­
fected by space limitations 
because there is not enough 
room to do research, he 
said. 

<up to 140 students dissect 
animals "almost elbow to 

elbow" in the anatomy labs, 
and students examine X­
rays in the hallway now, 
Wright said. 
· "Enrollment has' almost 
doubled jn the:l last few 
years," he said." 

There ·are now about 130· 
students per entering class 
and about 540 total, Wright 
said. In the late '70s, there 
were only about "320 
students total. 

Sisson Hall, the 
veterinary buUding since 
1957, houses lab animals, 
classrooms, offices and 
research facilities. 
· Leaky plum bing in Sisson 
has ruined books and of­
fices, and cracked floors 

and sinks pose problei:ns.··-
,Jerry Owen, a second­

year veterinary· student 
from Mari''etta, said, "I 
have seen broken water 
pipes, and it gets crowded 
in the anatomy labs. ' 

"I still think Sisson Hall is 
functional, but it is mainly 
for first-year students . 
Other students spend most 
of their time in the 
Veterinary Hospital." 

The new building will cost 
around $6 million, and the 
renovation of Sisson will 
cost about $500,000. 

"\\11\h a new building, we 
could provide better service 
to agriculture and the 
population," he added. 



OSU .vet·e··r1narians 
seek county funds 
for rabies·vacci·nes 
BY-P~trlck McS\¥eeriey · · · ,. . · · knew.it wou\d· be e,xpe~sive but we 
Lantern staff writer '. ';. ~ .c.\ 9-82, .. \Vent,ahe.ad anxway.". ' . 

.. ., . · ,,_, ,,,., . , ·•'•"- . . . ,Jones saJ,d mne of.the students had 
Ohio State yeterinary .medlcine .of- .,preventive, vaccinations for. rabies at 

flcials held out hope Thursday that · the beginning of the· school year and 
Franklin County commissioners those students needed only a booster. 
would pay" $9,352 for rabies shot. ·· · · · · 
treatments for ten students and 12 The other 13 underwent an injection 
faculty and staff members. "1 . of Rabies Immune ;.crtobulin, the 

Dr. David 0. ,Jones, ·professor of· equiyilent of serum, an"cJ.'five separate 
veterinary preventive medicine, said injections of vaccine. 
he believes the county may agree to Jones said the rabies vaccine used 
pay for the treatments. "The commis- is new and costs $55 ,per dose and is 
sioners did not say a flat no, and I adnifoistered five times.The old vac­
haven~t heard from them;" he said. cine had to be administered 23 tia,es 

It was ·reported earlier 'this week but cost far less per dose. · · 
that county commissioners refused to R(Ybert H. Harris, business 
pay for the treatments. , inanageF for.the Wilce. Student Health 

The students and faculty were ex- , yenter where treatments were ad­
posed to a rabid horse . during ministered, said the costs .for· the 
Christmas break at the QSU treatrtients were justified: . 
veterinary hospital. At first, it was "The f11ct that. no one· came down 
believed the horse died .of forage wlth'~~bies sa;:s a lot - it's worth the 
poisoning, but tests indicated the $9,000, "•Harris said. 
animal died of rabies. , · Accorping to Jones, three of the 

Jones' said students, fac111ty and :·.students a're cover.ed by the .. universi­
staff exposed to the horse immediate, ty's student insurance plim .. "That's a 
ly were immunized. as soon as the great health care plan. It's· the only 
cause of death was learned. • health insurance policy that covers 

"Quite ·a bit of time elap.sed froJD preventive medicine," Jones said. 
thefirst exposure to the rabies. Time Normally, only five students would 
is of the essence at that point," he have been exposed to .the horse, but 
said. due to the Christmas break, more 

"We didn't dicker about thinking students were working at the 
who would pay for the treatments. We . veterinary hospital, Jones said. 



OSU veterinary co_l~ege_may lose its 
d. . 

By Don Baird . a-s-1\:l.. 
.~ OSU Reporter 
--oliio State University's College 
of Veterinary Medicine is expected 
to Jose its accreditation next 
month because it has too few 
teachers, Dean Ronald A. Wright 
said Thursday. ' 

"If I had to bet money wjth you 
right now, I'd say we'll proba.bly 
have to go on a probationary sta­
tus,'.'. Wright said. However, he 
said the Joss of acGreditation is not 
a certainty. · · 

.· If probation occurs, the imme­
diate result might be fewer :.stu­

.dents admitted to. the college, he 
said, but what might. hurt even 
more is damage to the college's 
nati.onal reputation. 

a·ccre ,1tat1on 
Kecent surveys have ranked 

OSU's veterinary college among 
the top four in the nation. 

"I •Wnk that (ranking). is in 
jeoparlW right now," Wright said. 

The accreditation system used 
for rating educational institutions 
is a means of certifying that 
schools and colleges meet certain' 
professional standards. 

Wright explained that an ac­
creditation team from the Ameri­
can Veterinary. Medicine Associa­
tion's Council on Education spent 
three days on campus in October, 
examining such things as the col­
lege's curriculum, research pro­
grams. and financing. 

The council is reviewing the 
team's recommendations and will 

decide in April whether tci main- ing.cuts made throughout the uni­
tain the college's full accreditation versity because of the state's budg-
or reduce it. et problems. · 

· Wright said he fears the college The College of Veterinary Med-
will be place!l on probation because icine has lost $250,000 in state 
of its. student-teacher ratio. · funding since the fall of 1980. 

The American Veterinary Med- Counting the Joss of some federal 
icine Association recommends a money, Wright figures the col­
ratio of no more than four stu- lege's current annual budget of $11 
dents. for each teacher, he said. million is at least $1 million less 

· The OSU college employs the than it should·be. 
equivalent. of about 80 full-time The college i~')osing faculty be­
faculty members .and. has an en, cause it cannot pay. competitive 
ro.llment of 540 students. . wages, he said; The Same pr,oblem 

, "We're. about: seven to oiie;" hinders recruitm·ent 'of rep1~:ce-
Wright said. "And it's even gotten ments. ·•"" 
worse because I've lost four (facul- If the OSU college is placed on 
ty members) since last fall because probation, recruitment of .top­
of the retrenchment process." . quality faculty v.:ill become more 

_Wright was referring.to spend- difficult, Wright said; . 
· - Ire:said·it m!gnt be unWlse.for 

him to talk openly of the accredita­
tion nroblem. because it could re­
flect· in part on .himself as dean, 
but he said, "I'm tied. I can't really 
do anything." 

The solution lies with the Ohio 
General l\.ssembly, ·he said; There 
is no.,other·.·source of dependable 
funding for faculty. · .; :.· 

·~ _,, "·' ' ' . . ' 

· <W~ight' 'sa.ici'•!ie does ~~t know 
hciw. long·i~ inight take ·o:SIJ. to get 
off probat10ni :;. ·. 

,,,:'.'•A'~·~·; .. >', ,·,l·l>~ 

Meeting •the recommeilded 4-1 
stu!lerit-teacher ratio would mean 
'adding at least 50 facultyimenibers 
or eliminating about 220i~tudents, 
options Wright said .W,ere· unac-

bl
. . ,,, ... 

Cepta e. ··i:.:~1:.. 



Veterinary college accredit~tion.iij{p;eril 
By Becky Yerak . The team recommends a ratio o( another.bill passed iii 1982 orj9hi·get · 'schoolto be on probation, he said. 
cantern staff writer 3-?; _ 'i3-:L fo~r-to-one, but OSU's ratio is about the btiildi_!lg constructed-. in 1983. and .· · If the r~t~o situatfolj ~ets worse, the 

seven-to-une, and Wright said.the col- . occupyitml985. ·· ·. · .. · .·: · -college·w1ll lose accreditation, even if . 
. !he Colle~e of Vetedn~ry ~edicine leg~ will never get to a fo.ur,~o:-,9.ne :. :f'.he' ~apit~1 · . i_mpr,qv~,~~,nts ''..!>ill a11.addition~! b."1},ldii;ig_!~ ~-~.11struc\ed. 
might lo.se its. accreditation 1~ 1t doe_s ratio.. . . : .... . . .•. , ... ,.;,, · ,.,,w.b:1c.\l~·,P.'!J!Se<l,.{tl!~."ph19.,q~(l~r,al ..... .!;.. ~e.w.J.a.~u~;i; ~~!."}per!! have~ le(t 
n_ot receive needed-funds to ?ire add1: In't".epruary; The L'anternreported , ,J;..fi~e.ifl11J~,,illJ,l,O:yember: vrns. th.e first · b_eca'!se_. tliey w0re~ l!ffl'recf .bett~r 
tlonal faculty me~bers, _said college tliaUllre veterinary. college.·probably, passedm.four years. ·. . .. salar!es, but for the .. ¢~~t pa;t. osq s 
Dean Rona.Id A: Wnght... ·• .. would drop.·out of the top four sch.o·oJs ·_Wright said·.he._feels"the _vetermary salane.s a_re com1'~t1~,iv:~ Wr1ght,~a1d . 

. ~ vetermary acc:ed1tat1on, team . in the country be.cause of the poor con- college's a~cred}tat10n•.· woul~ Re _.a· , Faculty p10~a!e 1s ,.fairly good ,and 
V1S1ted the college .. m Qctober and . dition 'of Sisson Hali and the inade- .high prioi"ity:project forOSU 1f some· there has not bee11· -~lot of grumbl-
found there .was' inade'!uate t~ac\Jing_ quate space it provides. funding": was received, . especially ing,''. h~ said.~ . . · · · . 
space. and•. a h1ghe,r-tha·n- Th t t 1 d h d. k' d because $475,000 !\as been-put toward OSU's admm1strat10n has been.sup-

d d·t h t d t. -'· e s a e a rea Y a ear.mar e .. . b "Iii" . . t· b t "'f th d. 't h the recommen e eac er-s u en rauo. 50 000 ; h" t 1 . ·· · a·plan·s for a new u1 mg. por 1ve, u 1 ey. on ave 
The .acc;reditation'process certifies $~ir~d tofo"iana~~eit~~n~~:ucJ~~8 0f~ ·He s~id; however;'he is more con- money, tliey can't pass it on," Wright 

that.colleges and schools are meetmg ' q · bu'l P b h 6 7 'Ir . cerned about the need for faculty said. . .· 
'J>rofesslonal c.rlie~Ia. Wright said. _newd d; dmg, -_~t ~r: : · ·°:~ion membei-'s. "The building. is in sight. The number of st.udents.applying 
crowded: teaching ·space and lack. of . 1.1ee e. .0~ ad new acll Y as no een There are no funds in· sight for the for the program· w~ll not dec:ease 
faculty are the only two factors bemg approp:ia e · . • . faculty."... . . because OSU has the only .vetermary 
studied. · · . -. · . Wright saiq, ~ow ever, he _expects to The college ,lost about 10 faculty college in Ohio, and other, out-of-state 

Wright said he was p.ot surprised by get the. money if <'.SU ~ece1ves funds members duri,ng. the last two veterinary colleges will. not _accept 
the- team's· findings .... '.'We knew' our from another capital rmprovements · university-wide. retrenchments and Ohio students, he said. 
deficiencies."· bill. He said he would like to see has lost about $250,000 since autumn Admission figures have' rema.ined 

l980. relatively stable since 1977; Wright 
The accreditation team will make a said. About 135 students are accepted 

decision in. Aprit, but Wright said the into the college ea.ch year, and cur­
college probably will be put on proba- rently about 540 ~tude~ts are enrolle~. 
tion or given a year to improve the . The college will be 100 years old m 
situation. There is no time limit for a 1985. 
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:y Veronika Taylor Center oy.er t~e past six v2cc~ne, which shou~d hap- sai9. . 
an tern stall \»Hiter ~-30._,j;).... years, sa1a David 0. Jon.es, pen. tll 1~84, the. cosi. for a Veter1na_ry students seem 
--------+. ~ · professor of preventive rabies moculatwn would pleased with the new vac-

cisu veterinary students 
re p2rt of a progrnn:1 to 
;st the effectiveness and 
a.fety of a new, unlicensed 
abies vaccine. 

veterinary medicine. decrease sharply, said cine. 
The experimental vac8 \VilHam E. B:ov1n, chief of Tom Redding, a graduate 

cine, which is used both to preventive medicine at the stt:dent Asheboro, N .C., 
treat and immunize people, student health center. said, "We have to get vac­
is cheaper and as effective Currently it costs $500 to cinated because of the high 
as the one currently used, treat someone, but the test risk \Ve face. I had no reac~ 

About 750 students have he said. vaccine \vould reduce this tion at all, just a slight 
eceived the vaccine at the If the Food and Drug Ad- cost to $275, Jones said. throbbing in my arm for 
rnce Student Health ministration licenses the \Vith the present vaccine, about thirty minutes. And 

./ ·~· " ' '' .. ' " . . rr•~-~ ;··.··.1. r::6e~~sc~r~t;::e~~1a~h~~~ ;~~;nat~~~~o~J~~s~~;ap, just 
:, tervals) and one rabies- Bob Lynch, a graduate 

immune globulin ($250}. student from Louisville, 
· Although the new vc:ecine Ky., agreed. "I felt that I 
,1 still requires the expensive needed the protection and 

globulin shot, additional my student he;i!th in­
shots v;ould cost only $5, he surance paid for it", l!e 
said. said, adding that he was not 

Besides cost, the major \vorried about possible 

j-~Th~ili~ease .. f~ not ··tran'&uitted .. ju~st ~~~~f~~~e b.~;we~~ t~eu;~~ fu~~~r~!ct;.~!~f!fi, a 1ourth-
ithroucrh bites. There have been several manufacturmg. hum~n y~ar student_ from. Cherry 
l . 5 . cells are used to gro"i.v tne H1!1, N .J ., said, "Or course 

1inrborne cases. I;1 one mstance, a rabies virus for the current the future is always a con-
1veterinarian working with the live virusr1 vacdne, whereas_ the ex- sideration, but they ~iready 
1was exnosed to the rabies and died. ii peni;ental vaecme uses te~t~d the vaccine m 

""'""""'-,~·-·'""""''"~·-·~~,,~.~__,,___"Tu~~.., •.. ~'"-~-·~-.-.-.~ cmb~yon1c rhesus monkey l\r!1cL1gan before and have 
· i cells. In both cases, the not come up with any 

i virus is killed, filtered and history of something bad." 
:~purified. The disease is not 
l The vaccine's side effects transmitted just through 
:j are minimal, Jones said. bites. There have been 
.l Students have complained several airborne cases. In 
1 about s·welling of the arm, a one instance, a veterinarian , 
j general feeling of discorn- vrorking \vith the live virus 

I. iort, and in rare cases, v1as exposed to the rabies 
slightly elevated and died, Jones said. 

j temp .. eratur.es. . Ho\vever, i_t is uncommon 
i \V11..h either vaccine, to get rabies this way, 
l rabies vaccinations no Brov;n said. There have 
j Ionger involve the painful been cases in Te:s::as where 
1 process of abdominal injec_. people caught the- disease 
J ~~ons. _'fhis ended \Vith the v,·hile visiting caves in-
j ... ,.;ens1ng of lhe present vac- habited by bats. 
i crne two years ago. Many Jones added that one can 
1 
people do not kno\v this and also get rabies through 
:~1ff::r needless fear, Jones transplants. The most: 

""'"-~ ~-··-,~,-~-~ .. ---~----,.--,--~··-~···· .. ---~----·--··--··-' ..... ___ ,. ' 

e-a 

t&lff'' " ii.;, ,'1 <:.'.,i '""""""-

notable case involved a{ 
woman \Vho had a corneal:'' 
transplant. Shortly after-; 
ward, she came down with'.: 
rabies and died. An in-, 
vestigation showed that the~.'. 
donor, a wildlife biologist,p 
actually had died from 
rabies. The surgeon <lid 
know this when he used the 
man's cornea for the 
transplant. 

Contrary to popular 
belief, rats, squirrels anj 
other rodents rarely carry 
rabies, but people bitten by 
those animals should still 
seek medical attention fast, 
because other organisms in 
the anhnars saliva m_a;, 
Cause serious infections if 
not promptly treated, Jones 
said. 

Animals most likely to 
have rabies are raccoons, 
foxes, skunks and bats, he 
said. 

If treated promptly, it is 
extremely unlikely that so­
meone will get rabies, but 
the longer one waits to be 
inoculated, the less effec­
tive the vaccine becomes. 

Peonle should also realize 
that eVen though they have 
been vaccinated against 
rabies, they still need two 
booster shots if they 
become exposed, Jones 



OSU vet school 
beefs. up staff; 
rating .at stake 
By Don Baird 
Dispofch OSU Ropo<for -Ohio State University is beef-
ing up its College of Veterinary 
Medicine to avoid loss of accredi­
tation as tl)e new school year 
gets under way this week. 

OSU officials said Wednes­
day they do not expect the col­
lege to lose its accreditation 
completely. If that occurred, it 
could interfere with licensing of 
its graduates. 

At worst, the American Vet­
erinary Medicine Association's 
Council on Education may place 
the veterinary college on limited 
accreditation, said Larry R. 
Thompson, OSU's special assist­
ant for legal affairs. 

Thompson said limited accre­
ditation would have virtually no 
visible effect on the college's 
day-to-day operations and would 
not interfere with licensing of 
its graduates. 

BUT OSU officials are re­
cruiting new· faculty members 
for the college in an attempt to 
avert even limited loss of accre­
ditation. 

Thompson, who has been 
heading negotiations with the 
Chicago-based council, said he 
does no't expect a final decision 
on accreditation before Novem­
ber. 

Dean Ronald A. Wright 
warned last March he expected 

the college to lose its accredita­
tion because it had too few 
teachers. 

A national accreditation 
team spent three days on cam­
pus about a year ago examining 
the college's curriculum, re­
search programs and financing. 

The American Veterinary 
Medicine Association recom­
mends a ratio of no more than 
four students for each teacher. 
OSU employed last year nearly 
80 full-time faculty. With an en­
rollment of, 540 students, that 
placed OSU's ratio at seven stu­
dents to each teacher. 

"IF WE could hire at least six 
(faculty members) this year, I'd 
be happy about it," Wright said 
Wednesday. 

He said the college already 
has 85 faculty and is seeking 
enough to bring the total to 
about 100. 

But Wright warned reaching 
100 could take one or two years. 

In addition to hiring more 
faculty, Wright said the college 
hopes to add more equipment 
ranging from microscopes to 
heart monitors. He praised 
OSU President Edward H. Jen­
nings for his financial support of 
the college as the crisis devel­
oped, and emphasized, "I think 
we're doing a good job. I don't 
think the quality of the institu­
tion is down." 



Veterinary school 
put on probation 
ByDonBaird l~-\3-B~ 
~Staff Roporfor 

---me American Veterinary 
Medical Association has placed 
the Ohio State University Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine on 
probation, claiming the college 
is 0 in an untenable financial po­
sition." 

Jennings accused the 
association of choosing 
"to totally ignore the 
facts" presented at the 
appeal hearing. 

The association has placed accreditation is the fact that the 
the college on "limited accredi- accreditation is limited to a five­
tation" status, OSU President · year period instead of the full 
Edward H. Jennings said Mon- seven-year span," he said. 
day in a letter to the college's Jennings' special assistant 
students, faculty and staff. Larry R. Thompson said OSU 

The council said the "pros- expects to regain full accredita­
pect of continued inflation, dis- tion at the end of the five years. 
continued federal funding and 
inadequate state appropriations JENNINGS CALLED the 
have placed the college in an association's decision "totally 

bl f' · l d' · " unwarranted and unjustified" 
untena e .mancia con 1t10n. and said the OSU college is "one 

"ALTHOUGH WE are ex- of the finest," noting a recent 
tremely displeased with this de- survey ranked it fourth in the 
velopment," Jerinings said, "it is nation. 
necessary to emphasize that the · Thompson said OSU first 
college still is accredited. learned of .the development last 

"It has all the rights and April when the association's 
privileges of a fully accredited Council o·n Education notified 
college of veterinary medicine." osu it would recommend "limit-

Jennings said the "limited ed accreditation" as a result of 
accreditation'! status would not the council's three-day inspec­
interfere with the ability of OSU tion of the college i'n October of 
graduates to take the National 1981. 
Veterinary Board Examination OSU appealed the recommen-
or to be licensed to practice. dation, temporarily delaying the 

"The only significant differ- loss of full accreditation. 
ence between full and limited Jennings and Dean Ronald A. 

Wright outlined improvements 
made at the college since the 
council's visit during an Oct. 27 
hearing on the appeal. 

THE ASSOCIATON notified 
OSU officials that they had lost 
the appeal Nov. 15. In making 
its recommendation, the council 
criticized the OSU college for 
having too fe\v teachers, over­
crowded facilities and inade­
quate state support. 

Jennings said OSU immedi­
ately hired enough new faculty 
members to reduce the student­
faculty ratio from 7.66 students 
per teacher to only about five 
per teacher. 

The council had recommend­
ed a four-to-one ratio. 

Jennings also pointed to 
nearly $1.2 million in capital im­
provement funds appropriated 
after the council's on-ca1npus 
visit to renovate and enlarge 
laboratories and classrooms. 

JENNINGS ACCUSED the 
association of choosing "to total­
ly'ignore the facts" presented at 
the appeal hearing. 

The association said, in part, 
that "a number of laudable 
plans and commitments for the 
future (did not completely re­
solve) the main deficiencies." 



Accrediting council upholds decision; 
Vet College remains on limited status 
By Mary Lynn Graham·and Lori Murphy 
Lantern staff writers I - i, =:'63 

An accrediting council has upheld 
its decision to give OSU's College of 
Veterinary Medicine fi,e years to 
eliminate crowded classrooms and a 
high teacher-student ratio or face los­
ing accreditation. 

The American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) placed the col­
lege on limited accreditation in April 
1982. This means the college's ac­
creditation will be reviewed in five 
years instead of seven - a move 
usually interpreted as a warning. 

In October, the college appealed the 
decision, saying it had made 
necessary improvements. However, 
the council ruled in November it 
would not accept changes made since 
its October 1981 inspection. 

The college retains the benefits and 
privileges of a fully-accredited 
school. 

Graduates will remain eligible to 
take the National Board Examination 
and receive licenses to practice -
even if accreditation is lost, said 
Harry E. Goldstein, executive 
secretary of the Ohio Veterinary 
Medical Board. 

In Ohio, a veterinary college must 
be accredited by the state board but 
not the A VMA. 

However, if the college loses its ac­
creditation, it would lose federal fun­
ding and research grants from 
private and public agencies. 

"In time it would affect graduates 
as a vicious circle develops," said 
Philip W. Murdick, associate dean for 
the college. 

Students would be unable to com­
pete for internships, residencies and 
graduate student programs with 

students from accredited programs, 
he said. 

The loss of accreditation also would 
reduce the number · of quality 
teachers. 

"They might think that they'd 
spend too much time in the clinic and 
classroom and no time in research," 
Murdick said. 0 If there's no money, 
there's no support." 

After the October 1981 inspection, 
the OSU Board of Trustees approved 
$1.2 million in capital improvement 
funds for the college. 

Of this amount, $475,000 was 
allocated to develop plans for a 
building tQ ease crowded classrooms 
and laboratories. The building would 
be located on the northeast side of 
Sisson Hall, 1900 Coffey Road, and 
would house laboratory animals and 
anatomy and research laboratories. 

The remammg $690,000 was 
allocated for the renovation of Goss 
Labs and the Veterinary Hospital. 

However, funding for the project 
must be passed by the Ohio 
legislature and ground breaking 
would not begin for "at least a year 
and a half," said Ronald A. Wright, 
dean of the veterinary college. 

The money also helped the college 
reduce its teacher-student ratio to 5-
to-l instead of 7-to-l. The council 
recommended a 4-to-l ratio. 

Wright said the college plans to re­
quest another inspection before the 
five-year period ends. 

"We won't hurry to get them back," 
he said. "We'll wait a few years until 
we have the building under construc­
tion." 

Limited accreditation will have lit­
tle effect on the college's reputation 
or ability to attract students, Wright 
said. 

The college received 125 applica­
tions· before Christmas break and he 
estimates another 250-300 will arrive 
within 10 days. 

The college received 452 total ap­
plicants last year, said Keith Wearly, 
chairman of the college's admissions 
committee. 

Wearly said the number of 
veterinary college applicants is "nor­
mal for this time." 

All veterinary students contacted 
took the limited accreditation in 

stride. 
"It's misleading, because it's not 

that things are that bad. It's still one 
of the best schools in the country," 
said Mark Reineck, a freshman from 
Fremont. 

"It didn't bother me much as long 
as it doesn't mean I won't get my doc­
torate," said Mike Killmer, a 
freshman from Strongsville. 

"At first I was worried about it, 
worried that I wouldn't be a vet, but 
now I think it's just a way of getting 
lacilities," said Karen Solomon, a 
freshman from New Jersey. 

Jennings says council erred 
in denying vet school appeal 
By Mary Lynn Graham and Lori Murphy 
Lantern staff writers l-b-g3 

The American Veterinary Medical 
Association (A VMA) was unjustified 
in refusing the College of Veterinary 
Medicine's accreditation appeal, 
President Edward H. Jennings said. 

The accreditation council from the 
AMV A "was wrong in that virtually 
every criticism that was completely 
or largely legitimate was responded 
to by the time the decision was 
made," Jennings said. 

The council was "much too quan­
titative in their analysis," he said. 
"Quality is much more important 
than number." 

Jennings said the council did not 
consider the "outstanding quality of 
faculty, students and curriculum in 
the college." 

"Accreditation review is a valuable 
method by which quality control in 

academic programs can be assured -
as long as quality is the focus," Jenn· 
ings said. "It is indeed unfortunate 
that the A VMA has elected to ignore 
this vital principle." 

"The only difference between full 
and limited accreditation is that the 
accreditation is limited to a five-year 
period instead of the full seven-year 
span," Jennings said. 

"As long as it is recognized that the 
college is on limited accreditation and 
not probation, it won't affect our abili­
ty to bring in outstanding students," 
he said. 

"I'm confident that Ohio State's 
College of Veterinary Medicine is one 
of the finest in the nation," Jennings 
said. 

OSU can ask for another inspection 
before the five-year limited ac­
creditation ends, but because "the ap­
peal fell to deaf ears, we won't invite 
them back early," he said. 



Vet school buys scanner 

OSU now uses ultrasound 
By Abby Schultz I- :;i.4 .g3 
Lantern staff writer 

Computer images dart on 
the screen in a pulsating 
display of videp forms. No, 
it's not Space Invaders, but 
a video tape of a dog's 
beating heart recorded by 
OSU's new ultrasound scan­
ner. 

The OSU College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
became the fifth veterinary 
school in the country to own 
this sophisticated machine. 
Ultrasound photographs in­
ternal organs using sound 
waves insteact·of X-rays. 

Ultrasound is new to the 
veterinary field but is a 
commortly used diagnostic 
method for humans. The 

scanner works by emitting 
soundwaves into a patient 
and registering the echoes 
as they bounce back, said 
David Herring, assistant 
veterinary professor in 
radiology. 

This creates a detailed 
two-dimensional picture 
that shows a cross section of 
soft tissues. This is 
unavailable with X-rays or 
nuclear scanning, he said. 

An X-ray shows a liver as 
a dense mass, but ultra­
sound differentiates the 
parts of the liver and details 
tissue structure, he said. 

"Plus, there are no known 
biological effects. 
Diagnostic ultrasound 
deposits such a small 
amount of energy in tissues 

that it's well beyond the 
threshold that causes any 
biological effects," he said. 

Herring is the only OSU 
veterinary radiolgist 
familiar with using ultra­
sound. He is teaching other 
veterinary faculty members 
how to use the new machine. 

One faculty member, 
Ho.ward Eisenberg, resident 
radiologist in the veterinary 
college, is learning to use 
ultrasound to study. the 
development of dog fetuses. 

"It's a whole new way of 
loOking at things," 
Eisenberg said. 

Herring said most of the 
veterinary community 
doesn't know what ultra­
sound is, despite its frequent 
use in human medicine. 

"lt will basically be up to 
us to publish examples of 
our research," he said. 

v·eterinary schools across 
the country have ultrasound 
equipment, but it's not as 
sophisticated as OSU's 
machine, he said. 

The $39,000 equipment has 
special veterinary scanners 
and includes a video-tape 
recorder for moving im­
ages, and a multi-image 
camera for static images. 

Ultrasound will have a 
great deal of application in 
veterinary medicine, said 
Dr. James Burt, head of 
veterinary radiology. 

"It's good OSU is on the 
ground floor, rather than 
lagging behind other institu­
tions," Burt said. 



-- ~ - -
~~~~~::_.:_-~ r 

' I • 
l, 

THE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE CELEBRATES its 100th anniversary beginning this September, and faculty, staff and alumni will look 
back and forward to the progress and innovations within the profession and the University. Above, a veterinary college ambulance from 1914 is 
shown. To the rear is the cattle barn. (Courtesy, Ohio State University Photo Archives) 

Veterinarians celebrate first century 
''00 C' 'fu •' 

By o.,,d Tun 9 A 
11
/l j 'i l'.i ~ the cause and use of modern antibiotics, birthday celebration in September 1985. 

One hundred years ago foot-rot disease the disease virtually has been eradicated. The college plans a series of events 
. · Francis, however, 1s remembered at Ohio 

caused lameness in tho.usands of sheep, State not just as a successful researcher, beginning with Alumni Weekend and a 
and the farmers who raised them suffered but as the College of Veterinary Centennial Kickoff this coming Sept. 7-8. 
ma1or economic losses as a result. Mark Medicine's first graduate. In 1887 he Approximately 500 of the college's 4,000 
Franc1.s, a veterinary .student at the time. received his degree making him the first living alumni are expected to attend. 
was singled out by his professor to study qualified animal doctor trained by Ohio In its first year, Ohio State's veterinary 
the cause of this troublesome disease. State. college had only one faculty member, H. 
Within a year, Francis' research J. Oetmers, who also was the first dean. 
uncovered a bacillus, which despite its Celebration begins Detmers recognized Francis' potential 
short life, had amazing vitality. He He was a member of the premier class and assigned him the research task as 
demonstrated scientifically that this when the college opened its doors in part of his academic load. 
bacillus caused the infection. As a result, 1885 and, beginning this fall, the College Francis went on after graduation to serve 
farmers were able to treat foot-rot of Veterinary Medicine celebrates its as dean of Texas A & M's School of 
successfully. Today, with knowledge of Centennial Year. leading up to a 100th 



Veterinary Medicine, and to play a m<...JOr 
role in the battle against Tex as Fever 
which threatened the cattle industry in 
that state. 

Detmers also set a high standard for the 
college in its early days. "It cannot be the 
aim of the Ohio State University to flood 
the state with a large number of 
indifferently-educated and poorly-qualified 
veterinarians," Detmers told University 
trustees in an early report 

Quality continues 

The same standards are applied to 
today s students. The college. which has 
grown to more than 1 00 faculty members 
and 500 students. now hnks clinical 
expenence with demanding academic 
courses in medical pnnc1ples, 

One of 27 veterinary col!8ges 1n the 
United States. the Ohio State college 1s 
the t111rd oldest and 1s considered by 
many to be one of the nat1on·s leading 
colleges of veterir1ary medicine. according 
to Ronald A. Wright. dean of the college. 

The college has graduated more Doctors 
of Veterinary Medicine than any other 
veterinary medical college. a total of 
4,995, in its hundred years. 
Approximately 500 students have 
received M.S. or Ph.D. degrees in 
preparation for teaching or research. 

Wright says the role of veterinary 
medicine has changed greatly over the 
past century and Ohio State has adapted 
to the changing needs. In 1885, 
veterinary medicine was strongly oriented 
to horses and farm livestock. "The horse 
was still the mode of transportation in 
that period and was until the early 1900s 
when the automobile became popular," 
he says. Then equine medicine declined. 

In the past 15 years, that trend has been 
reversed. "The horse population in Ohio 
is greater than it ever was. Ohio is the 
largest producer of standardbred horses 
in the country," Wright says. 

Ohio State graduates choose from a wide 
range of possibilities, says Wright. "One 
point to get across is that veterinarians 
don't just treat dogs and cats." The 
profession offers a wide range of 
opportunities in private practice, industry 
and public service, he says. 

Complementing clinic and class 

Walter Venzke, professor emeritus of 
veterinary anatomy, recalls when the 
current academic program was initiated in 
the early 1970s. He considers it the 
greatest change in the college during his 
20 years here. "It was revolutionary," 
Venzke says. "Ohio State was a leader 1n 
this program.'· Now some other colleges 
pattern their programs after the 
curriculum at Ohio State. 

The curriculum, he says, provides 
courses in common medical principles 
followed by the teaching of systems, such 
as the nervous systems and 
musculoskeletal systems of various 
animals. Each area is taught by a 

specialist. In a team teaching approach, 
several faculty members jointly teach 
students a single course over the 
academic quarter .. 

"Then we add clinicians to teach clinical 
aspects. When the students are finished, 
they have everything and can tie it 
together," Venzke says. 

Students entering the four-year program 
have already completed successfully a 
regular college program in pre-veterinary 
medicine or the equivalent. As first-year 
veterinary students they begin working at 
the college's animal hospital. The hospital 
treats both large and small animals, from 
dogs and cats to farm livestock and zoo 
animals. For example, gorillas from the 
Columbus Zoo are brought in for annual 
chest X-rays. Last year, the Veterinary 
Hospital logged 22.200 patient visits. 

Students in their final year may work 1n 
mobile care services - a program 1n 
which nine vehicles based in Columbus 
and Marysville carry teams of students 
supervised by a veterinary doctor to area 
farms to provide care for livestock. 

Venzke also considers development of 
new facilities vital in the college's history 
"I came in 1946, and one of the first 
things we did was talk about building a 
new veterinary clinic. It was 1957 before 
we opened Sisson Hall, the first new 
facility in the veterinary college complex. 
The new hospital was opened in July 
1973. 

When Venzke came to Ohio State to 
teach the flood of students using the GI 
Bill after World War II, he taught in a 
building at Neil and 17th avenues. "I'm 

sure some of my lectures are still 
bouncing off the walls in there," he says. 

Focus changes 

Venzke points out that, when he entered 
veterinary medicine in 1935, "Large 

animal practice was primary. Dogs and 
cats were considered an interesting 
sideline." Now pet care has gained more 
prominence, he says. 

Part of the change results from advances 
in medicine, according to Venzke. "When 
I entered the profession, many 
veterinarians made their living from 
immunizing for hog cholera. Now there is 
no more hog cholera in the United 
States," and veterinarians have turned 
their attention to other needs. 

One major area for veterinary medicine is 
public health, Wright says. 
"Veterinarians, in city and state health 
departments, inspect restaurants, food 
facilities and meat. Veterinarians are 
involved in epidemiology, tracking down 
epidemic diseases that may be 
transmitted from animals to man." 

Since the days of the cavalry, 
veterinarians also have been part of the 
military. Now their military role includes 
public health functions and research 
Wright says. Veterinarians trained a~d 
studied the chimpanzees who made 
NASA's first orbital flights. "A 
chimpanzee went into space before John 
Glenn," he says. 

Research significant contribution 

At Ohio State, the college is involved 
deeply in research. An artificial hip joint 
invented at the college in the 1950s was 
designed and perfected for dogs, and 
now it is commonly used in humans, 
Wright says. 

Ohio State pioneered the efforts to save 
horses whose legs are broken. Within the 
last year, Lawrence Bramlage, assistant 
professor of veterinary clinical sciences, 
developed a new technique to repair leg 
fractures in horses. "lt used to be when a 
horse broke its leg, it was destroyed," 
Wright points out. Now, one-half to two­
thirds of horses treated can survive. 

The new method improves on a 
technique devised at Ohio State more 
than 20 years ago which used a walkina 
cast for leg fractures in horses. ~ 

As early as 1927, the college had an 
occasional woman taking veterinary 
courses. The college officially became co­
educational in 1932. In recent years. the 
college has enrolled more women than 
men. "Probably it's because women had 
always been told this is a man's 
profession," Venzke says. "Certainly 
we've always accepted women. Now 
women are as well qualified as men." 

This year's centennial is the college's first 
major anniversary celebration. In the 
Golden Anniversary year, 1935, the 
college reluctantly dropped plans for a 
celebration because of financial troubles 
brought on by the Depression. 



Events lead to ''birthday'' 
The following events are scheduled 
during the coming year In honor of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine's 100th 
year. For more information about the 
events, call Bonnie Bates or Marlyn 
Wyman at422-1171. 

• Sepl 7-8, 1984: Alumni Conference, 
College Centennial Kickoff; 
photography exhibit, William Weber; 
faculty, staff and students invited to 
conference. 

•Nov. 10, 1984: Chicago Area 
Continuing Education meeting; college 
alumni and local veterinarians invited; 
Ohio State vs. Northwestern football 
game. 

• November-May 1985: Departmental 
speakers "Centennial Lecture Series"; 
open to University community. 

• December 1984: F acuity dinner with 
"Living History" panel discussion; 
college faculty invited. 

• Feb. 22, 1985: Art show and 
reception at the Ohio State Art Gallery 

during the. Ohio Veterinary Medical 
Association convention; faculty, staff 
and alumni invited. 

• March 1985: Continuing Education 
Conference Week; speaker on "The 
Future of Veterinary Medicine." 

• National Student Chapter of the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association convention. 

• April 20, 1985: College Open House 
and Career Day, open to entire 
community. 

•June 6-7, 1985: Centennial class 
oath, hooding, graduation and.dean's 
reception: 

•September 1985: Photo conteset in 
biomedical photography; open to 
photographers in veterinary medicine 
and other medical areas. 

• Sepl 13-14, 1985: Alumni conference 
and centennial birthday party finale. 

• Sept. 18-30, 1985: Continuing 
Education European Conferences; 
open to all veterinarians. 

I 



College to mark centennial 
with year-long celebration 

The old veterinary clinic, pictured here in 1904, was care of the primary means of transportation of that 
located on Neil Avenue. The clinic, the root of the time, the horse. 
College of Veterinary Medicine, was created to take 

By Andrew Male 0 ?._u q,Ll 
Lantern staff wnter o...... I - - I 

One hundred years at OSU is a 
good reason to celebrate. 

The College of Veterinary 
Medicine will be doing just that for 
its centennial starting Sept. 7, until 
September 1985. The year long 
celebration will include reunions, 
guest speakers and award 
ceremonies, according to Ronald A. 
Wright, dean of the college. 

The first course in veterinary 
medicine was offered in 1881 under 
the agriculture program. Then in 
September 1885 the School of 
Veterinary Medicine was formed. 
The need for the school came from 
the concern for the primary means 

of transportation, the horse, Wright 
said. In 1895, the school became a 
college. 

In the past 100 years, a lot of work 
and research has been done at the 
college, according to Wright. New 
techniques in surgery and 
diagnostic methods performed on 
animals have been refined and used 
in human health care. ''The first ar~ 
tificial hip joint was done here on a 
dog back in 1950," he said. 

Recent work with horses in long 
bones and bone plating has been 
done at the college to prevent a 
horse from having to be destroyed, 
if it ·breaks its leg or'-ls,injured; 
Wright said. "The use of animals to 
treat° people with emotional stress; 
emphasizing the human-animal 
bond relationship is one reseach 
project going on,'~ Wright said. 

President Edward H .. J ennlngs 
will give the kick-off speech Id an .. 
expected 400 alumni at a banquet' 
Sept. 7 prior to the S~pt. 8 OSU­
Oregon State football game, ac- · 

cording to Bonnie Bates, public 
relations coordinator for the colM 
lege .. Cenntenial service medallions 
will be given to faculty, staff, alum­
ni and fi"-iends for personal 
assistance and finacial support. 
"We want the alumni to come 
because they're a big part of the 
college's history,'' Bates said. 

The class of 1934 will be the oldest 
graduating class to have its reunion 
during the Centennial. '·'One man 
said he hasn't seen his class presi­
dent in 50 years,'• Bates said. 

The oldest practicing veternarian 
J!)hn Jackman, a · 1919 graduate, 
will· guest 'lecture during the cenn­
tenial.. Furthermore,. each depart­
ment will bring .Jn guest speakers ·in 
its field of expertls~. Bates said. 

A piece of sculpture will be com­
missioned to mark the first 100 
years, said Philip W. Murdick; 
associate dean of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, We hav.e a six 
person jury composed of three ar­
tists and three of our faculty, he 
said. 

The college will have (Q do some 
fund raising in order to pay for the 
work, Murdick said. So far 12 ar, 
lists have submitted slides oi their 
work and a committee of alumni 
will make a choice. . • 

The centennial celebration will 
be carried into Ohio Stadium, when 
the OSU marching band will pay 
tribute to the College of Veterinary 
Medicine with a pre-game show. 
Sixty-second television spots are to 
be aieed during halftime of certain 
games to promote OSU and the col­
lege nationally. 

I 
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(NOTE TO EDITORS: Historic photos of the college are available 
from the Office of Communications Services.) 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- One hundred years ago , foot-rot disease 

caused lameness in thousands of sheep. Mark Francis, a 

veterinary student at the time, was singled out by his professor 

to study the cause of this troublesome disease. 

Within a year, Francis isolated an organism that apparently 

caused it. As a result, farmers were able to treat the disease 

successfully. 

Francis is remembered at Ohio State University not just as a 

successful researcher, but also as the College of Veterinar 

Medicine' 9 first graduate. He received his degree in 1 887. 

The college, which opened its doors in 1885, is celebrating 

its centennial year with a year-long series of activities, 

beginning this September. The centennial observance will be 

capped with a lOOth birthday celebration in September 1985. 

In its first year, the college had only one faculty member, 

H.J. Detmers, who also served as dean. It was Detmers who 

assigned the research task to Francis. 

Detmers set high standards. "It cannot be the aim of the 

Ohio State University to flood the state with a large number of 

- more -



VETERINARY CENTENNIAL -- 2 

indifferently educated and poorly qualified veterinarians," 

Detmers told university trustees in an early report. 

The college is the third oldest veterinary school in the 

It has graduated more doctors of veterinary medicine 
4 

than any other school -- about 5,000. It also has awarded 500 

master's and Ph.D. degrees. 

It now has more than 100 faculty members and 500 students. 

Ohio State has adapted to rapidly changing needs in 

veterinary medicine, according to Dean Ronald Wright. 

In 1885, veterinary medicine was strongly oriented to horses 

and farm livestock. "The horse was still the mode of 

transportation in that period and it continued to be until the 

early 1900s, when the automobile became popular," Wright says. 

Equine medicine declined as the popularity of cars increased. 

But that trend has been reversed in the past five years. "The 

horse population in Ohio is greater than it ever was. Ohio is 

the largest producer of standardbred horses in the country," 

Wright says. 

The college uses a team teaching approach. Several faculty 

members jointly instruct most courses. 

The curriculum was unique when it was implemented in early 

1970s, says Walter Venzke, professor emeritus of veterinary 

anatomy. "Ohio State was a leader in this program," he says. 

"Some other colleges pattern their programs after ours." 

Courses combine the teaching of animal body systems with the 

teaching of treatment of diseases and injuries. 

- more -



VETERINARY CENTENNIAL -- 3 

"When the students are finished, they can tie everything 

together," Venzke says. 

Students work with animals in the college's animal hospital 

beginning in their first year at the college. 

The hospital treats animals of all sizes and types, from dogs 

and cats to livestock and zoo animals. It had 22,200 patient 

visits last year. 

Students in their final year may work in mobile care 

services. Nine vehicles based in Columbus and Marysville carry 

them to farms to care for livestock. 

As early as 1927, a few women were taking courses at the 

college. The college began admitting women as full-time students 

in 1932. In recent years, the number of women students has grown 

to the point that in 1983-84 the enrollment was split evenly 

between men and women. 

Ohio State graduates choose from a wide range of job 

possibilities, Wright says. 

One major area for veterinary medicine is public health, 

Wright says. "Veterinarians, in city and state health 

departments, inspect restaurants, food facilities and meat," he 

says. "They also are involved in epidemiology tracking down 

epidemic diseases that may be transmitted from animals to man." 

Since the days of the cavalry, veterinarians also have been 

part of the military. Now they do research and public health 

testing for the armed forces. 

Veterinarians trained and studied the chimpanzees who made 

NASA's first orbital flights. 

- more -



VETERINARY CENTENNIAL -- 4 

Ohio State's college is deeply involved in research. 

Researchers here in the 1950s developed the first artificial hip 

joint used in dogs. 

Today, Lawrence Bramlage, assistant professor of veterinary 

clinical sciences, has developed a new technique to repair leg 

fractures in horses. "It used to be that 90 percent of the 

horses that broke their legs were destroyed," Wright says. "Now, 

one-half to two-thirds of the ones we treat can survive." 

Researchers at the college have been studying feline 

leukemia, the number one killer of cats. "Our people developed a 

vaccine against the disease. It will be on the market soon," 

Wright says. 

-0-

Contact: Bonnie Bates, information officer, (614) 422-1171. 
Written by David Tull. 
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Ohio State University's College of Veterinary Medicine begins 
the celebration of its centennia l year when some 400 o f t Ee 
college's alumni attend a centennial kickoff weekend Sept. 7-8 . 

William J. Weber. Marshall. N.C .• a 1953 graduate of the 
college. will speak on nature and wildlife photography Sept. 8 at 
8:45 a.m. in Room 0005 of the Veterinary Hospital. 1935 Coffey 
Road. His work will be displayed. 

Weber. a professional photographer. began wildlife 
photography while he was a practicing veterinarian. His work has 
appeared on the covers of many national magazines. 

Charles Mayo. director of cetacean research at the Center for 
Coastal Studies. Provincetown. Mass .• will speak at 9:30 a.m. in 
the hospital auditorium on "Endangered Great Whales of the North 
Atlantic." His presentation will include tapes of whales . 

The presentations by Weber and Mayo are not ope n to the 
public. but reporters are welcome to attend. To arrange an 
interview with Weber or Mayo. contact Bonnie Bates at 422 - 1171. 

The centennial kickoff will begin a year of activities that 
will end with a lOOth birthday celebration Sept. 13 - 14. 1985. 

The College of Veterinary Medicine opened its doors in 1885 
and since has graduated nearly 5.ooo doctors of veterinary 
medicine. more than any other veterinary medicine college. 
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COLUMBUS. Ohio -- A new endowed fund at Ohio State University 

will give a boost to the study of poisons in relationship to 

veterinary medicine. 

The University's Board of Trustees established the Veterinary 

Toxicology Support Fund at its Sept. 7 meeting with gifts of 

$19.643.79 from alumni and friends of the College of Veterinary 

Medicine. 

Annual income from investment of the gifts will be used to 

enrich veterinary toxicology programs within the college by 

providing seed money for small research projects. purchasing 

equipment or attracting visiting lecturers. 

(Contact: Ruth Gerstner. {614) 422-2711.) 



Vet school walls full of animal prints. 
By George Litt 
Lantern staff writer 1-j la -'35' 

Make a trip ove~1 to OSU 
Veterinary Hospital now and you 
can see a wallaby from Australia, 
lion cubs from the Serengeti Plains 
and even a Lilac Breasted Roller. 
from Kenya. But don't touch them, 
you might smear the pictures. 

Two veterinarians from the 
hospital took the photographs dur­
ing their various travels and have 
put them up for display as part of 
the college's lOOth birthday, said 
Charles C. Capen, professor and 
chai-rman of veterinary 
pathobiology. 

'There are photographs from the 
Galapagos Islands, East Africa, 
Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, Canada 
and the United States, Capen said. 

In addition to the cheetah and 
butterfly· ·close-ups, there are 
silhouettes of sailboats drifting 
down the Nile and seasonal sunsets 
blanketing Kenya's treetops. 

'"It's basically a potpourri of 
wild#life, scenery, and people we 
find to be our favorites from the 
last 15 years,'' Capen said. 

Capen's right-hand 
photographer, veterinarian and 
wife, Sharron L. Martin, professor 
of veterinary clinical sciences, said 
she has always enjoyed 
photography. 

"The first thing I bought after I 
got a job and had some money was 
a camera, 11 Martin said. 

"Both of us have the need to use 

photographic tecliniques in our 
work, both in research and 
teaching," Martin said. "Out of 
that has evolved an interest in 
things not related to work." 

But they are not the only 
veterinarians from Ohio State who 
have mastered the camera, Martin 
said. -

William Weber, a graduate of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
had a collection of his prints on 
display at the hospital a couple of 
months before they did, she said. 

Weber, who now lives in Florida, 
is no longer a practicing 
veterinarian, but is a professional 
photographer working for National 
Geographic and International 
Wildlife, she said. 

When asked if they would ever · 
consider a similar career change, 
Martin said "professional 
photography is a highly . com­
petitive field and we haven't really 
tested the market." 

"But," Capen added, "we' like to 
keep our options open."· For now, 
the couple seems content with the 
field they chose during childhood. 

Capen said he grew up on a ranch 
in Washington state and had a lot of 
interaction with animals which pre>­
voked his interest in veterinary 
medicine. 

On the other hand, Martin said 
she has always been. a "city girl. 
But she did have a grandfather with 
a farm where she fell in love with 
horses, Martin said. 

The two met in the '60s while at-

Joe Brilla Jr./the Lantern 

Dr. Sharron Martin, left, and Dr. Charles Capen, right, view their 
photo display at the Veterinary School, celebrating the College's 
100th birthday. 

tending veterinary school at Ohio 
State. 

"That was when the veterinary 
clinic was where the Engineering 
Building is now," Martin said. 
"Cattle used to get loose and run by 
the Journalism Building and all the 
photographers \Vould come out," 
she said. 

The couple now live in Wester­
ville with their h,Prses and three 
Siamese cats. 

Like medical doctors who 
wouldn't want to operate on se>­
meone they knew, Martin said, she 
too, would rather call another 
veterinarian if her animals ever 
become ill. 



Fight brewing over OSU 
cat vaccine royalties 

By Graydon Hambrick t" 8tC- \"\.is 
gire •i:li Staff Reporter G\ 

he Ohio State University professor credited 
with inventing the much-heralded cat leukemia 
,·accine is in the doghouse with some of his 
colleagues. 

One of them, Linda Heding Wolff, said she 
will legally challenge Professor Richard G. Ol­
sen's claim as the sole inventor of the vaccine. 

Olsen, an OSU professor of veterinary patho­
biology, stands by his claim that he alone devel­
opPd the vaccine, \vhich is earning thousands of 
dollars in royalties. 

Already, he has received $22,500. 

"! NEVER offered any royalties t.o anyone 
(associa\ed with the project). I don't think I 
should," Olsen said, adding the dispute would not 
have arisen if the vaccine had failed financially. 

Some of Olsen's colleagues claim the vaccine 
would not be on the market without their contri­
butions. 

The U.S. Patent Office ruled in February 1984 
that Olsen is the vaccine's only inventor. He 
assigned patent rights to the OSU Research 
Foundation. 

Under an agreement with the foundation, 
Olsen gets 15 percent of royalties and the foun­
dation gets the rest from the vaccine manufac­
tured by Norden Laboratories of Lincoln, Neb. 

Norden has paid $150,000 to the foundation in 
royalty advances, said OSU's patent administra­
tor, James B. Wilkens. 

THE VACCINE, developed over 10 years, 
protects against the No. 1 cat killer. 

Wilkens said, "The question of inventorship 
may be reopened. It is in the interests of the 
university, the research foundation and Norden 
to have the inventorship correct. 

"We don't want a defective patent, and we 
don't want to keep any benefit - financial or 
otherwise - from the staff," he said .. 

So far, however, Wolff is the only project 

scientist who has said she will challenge Olsen. 
"If the university' gets all of the royalties, I 

wouldn't care," said Wolff. 
As a doctoral student, Wolff worked five 

years on the research team. 

WOLFF, NOW with the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, Md., said she developed 
the technique of separating antigens - which 
offer immunity to leukemia - from tumor cells. 

The antigens are used to make the vaccine, 
and she claims her technique was crucial to the 
vaccine development. 

Professor George E. Milo of OSU's Compre­
hensive Cancer Center also said the vaccine could 
not have been produced without his contribution. 

"I determined a narro\V windo\v of time in 
which the tumor cells shed the antigens," he 
said, declining further comment. 

Joseph P. Schaller, a microbiologist with the 
research project for 10 years and now in private 
industry, refused direct comment. 

However, Schaller said generally, "There 
should be something in place (at OSU) to provide 
for equitable distribution of money" in such 
cases. 

"We'll see more of this as more academic 
research is sponsored by corporations," he said. 

ALTHOUGH Wolff and Patrick Adams, also 
a graduate student working with the project 
team, buttressed Milo's claim, Olsen said Milo 
"had little or no role" in the development. 

Olsen also said Wolff required daily supervi­
sion in her work. Wolff countered that one of the 
reasons she got the laboratory job was because of 
her past performance. 

"He knew I could do the work by myself," she 
said. 

Adams said, and others agreed, "Beyond 
doubt, (Olsen) should get the pri.mary credit. He 
was the principal figure .... (but) it would be 
nice if the credit were spread around a bit more." 



Vaccine patent reviewed 
By George Litt separating antigens, the vaccine's If you go by Innuendos and 
Lantern staff writer ~ - ;:l 5 -'65 chief component, from tumor cells. rumors," he said. "But the condl· 

She has since written to James tlons of lnventorshlp are all laid out 
A former graduate student who Wilkens, theunlverslty'spatentad· lnthepatent,"hesaid. 

assJsted In OSU's feline leukemia mlnlstrator, asking him to re-
vaccination research said she examine who the vaccine's lnven- . The Columbus attorney whO 
played a major part In the tors are. wrote the patent, Sidney Millard, 
research, but was asked to sign a "Patents are not always clearly would not comment. He said only 
unlverslty document saying other- cut," Wllkens·said. "There could be that he had been Instructed to tum 
wise. an error but at this point I have no all questions over to Wilkens. 

Llnda H. Wolff, senior staff fellow reason to say there ls one. But If "We're not trying to conceal , 
for the National Institutes of Health there ls, we'll make any necessary anything," Willkens said. · 
In Maryland, said she did vaccine- adjustments," he said. Wilkens said he ls revtew!n& files 
related research from 1973-1978. In 
1981, the university sent her an af. 
fidavlt stating that she did not 
clalln herself as a co-Inventor of the 
vaccine. She didn't sign it because 
it "just wasn't true," she said. 

"They wanted me to relinquish 
my role in the research," she said." 

After she wrote to the university 
In 1981 for an explanation of the 
document, Wolff said she received 
another one that was re-worded. 

She said she thought the universi­
ty was protecting its rights to the 
vaccine by sending her the af­
fidavit. Because she thought the 
university was alsO receiving the 
royalties, she didn't think anything 
was wrong until she found out a 
couple weeks ago that her former 
supervisor, Richard Olsen, pro­
fessor of pathobiology, was con­
sidered the vaccine's sole inventor. 
. "I just think that the lnventorshlp 
should be shared amorig those who 
played a major part In the vac­
cine," she said. 

Wolff said she worked with Olsen 
and developed the ;-irocess for 

The university should have some Ideals~ I 
guess I was naive thinking that ·It would 
automatically distribute credit where It was 
deserved. · 

- Linda H. Wolff, senior staff fellow, National Institutes of Healtl:l 

Wilkens said the first patent for 
the vaccine, called "leukecell," 
became official In 1982 and a second 
patent concerning production of the 
vaccine, became official last year. 

He said OSU's research founda­
tion has received a check for 
$150,000 from the vaccine's pro­
ducer, Norden Laboratories of Lin· 
coin, Nebraska. Olsen has received 
15 percent of that-$22,500. 

Olsen said Wolff was assigned 
specific tasks, all of which are 
documented In an agreement that 
Wolff signed before working In 1973 
as a paid graduate student. 

"This can be an emotional thlnl( 

and talking to people Involved with 
the matter and hopes to reach a 
conclusion In about two wOOkS. 

Wolff said she hopes the issue can 
be settled out of court. "There's 
more to this issue than money," she 
said. . 

"The university should have 
some ideals," she said. "I guess I 
was naive thinking that It would 
automatically distribute credit 
where ft was deserved.,, 

"Graduate students should be 
aware of things like this. Presently 
there ls very little documentation 
that Informs them of their rights 
about things like this," she said. 



Invention of vaccine probed 
By Graydon Hambrick 
~StaFIR•pc"" Cl_-~l_S-'OS° 
- - Ohio State University, spurred by a 
Dispatch report, is investigating who 
actually invented the nationally hailed 
cat leukemia vaccine developed at the 
un1vers1ty. 

The vaccine already has brought 
thousands of dollars in royalty ad­
vances to OSU and Dr. Richard G. 
Olsen, who is listed on federal patent 
records as sole inventor. 

Kenneth W. Sloan, executive direc­
tor of the OSU Research Foundation, 
which holds the vaccine patent, said 
the investigation began after The Dis­
patch reported last Monday that sev-

era! workers in Olsen's lab say they're 
entitled to partial credit. 

SLOAN SAID James B. Wilkens, 
OSU's patent administrator, is leading 
the inquiry. 

"\Ve're calling it a review," Sloan 
said. "We're trying to find out if it 
(the patent) came out as it should 
have." 

Linda Hetling Wolff, now with the 
National Institutes of Health in Be­
thesda, Md., told The Dispatch a tech­
nique she discovered while conducting 
research in Olsen's laboratory was 
crucial to the vaccine's development. 

In a letter to Wilkens last week, 
Wolff said she was the primary author 

of a technical paper that "discloses all 
the essential features of the vaccine." 

SHE ALSO said "the first demon­
stration of its (the vaccine's) ability to 
elicit an appropriate immune response 
... was first reported" in her doctoral 
dissertation. 

The vaccine manufacturer, Norden 
Laboratories of Lincoln, Neb., has paid 
the university $150,000 in advance roy­
alties since the vaccine went on the 
market in January. 

Under an agreement with the foun­
dation, Olsen receives 15 percent of 
the royalties. 

Olsen said he applied for and re­
ceived the grants under which the vac-

cine research was conducted, and that 
he organized and directed the team 
that made it work. 

Wolff said in her letter that in 1981 
she received legal papers from OSU 
that essentially asked her to relin­
quish any claim as the inventor. She 
said she asked for, but never received, 
a response about the meaning of the 
legal papers. 

Columbus lawyer Sidney W. Mil­
lard, who conducted the legal patent 
\vork for the research foundation, said 
he attempted to determine other in­
ventors of the vaccine. "I am satisfied 
we had listed the only inventor of the 
process," he said. 



Cat • challenge vaccine 
g;ain~ another voice . 

... ~-1- . . 
·"A second ~io State Univer- leukemia antigens that must be 

sit.y Tesearcher involved in the recovered to make the vaccine, 
development of a cat leukemia said, "This is not a challenge t.o 
vaccine is challenging Professor Dick Ol~en. I am doing this on 
Richard G. Olsen's claim he is the basis due process was not 
the serum's sole inventor. followed" in determining the in-

.· venter . 
. :The challenge by Professor "It is a matter of challenging 

Geoi:ge E. ~110 co.mes as O~U the university to follow the gui­
contmues to mv~stigate :nho m- delines we are expected to follow 
ven_ted the vaccme and is deve- - that means no plagiarism; fcl­
l~pmg a. new patent and copy- lowing ethics in teaching, re­
r1~ht policy for faculty members. search and from one professional 

: Olsen, an OSU professor of to another, and giving credit 
'l.e1:;,r~nat( pathobiology, is listed where credit is due." 
m! e era patent records as the Last week, Linda Reding 
vaccine's only inventor. Wolff, who also worked on the 

'.Milo, who kaid he deterl)>rined project, asked that the mat~·r be 
when tumor cells slough off the reopened. 



OSU Furthers Animal Care 
Stories by Carol Ann Lease 

0 ne hundred years after it 'vas 
founded, the Ohio State Univer­
sity College of Veterinary Medi­

cine is conducting research beyond 
imagination in 1885. 

While a broken horse leg was fatal 
tpen, OSU researchers now are moving 
into things such as genetic engineering. 

"The mission of the college is teach­
ing, research and service," Dr. Vernon L. 
Carter, associate dean, said. "All our 
faculty are required to participate in all 
fhree areas." 

He said 75 to 100 research projects 
are under \vay. 

Because veterinary medicine encom­
passes everything from the tiniest fish 
to the largest mammal, no college can 
study everything, Carter said, adding, 
"You develop certain cente.rs of exper­
tise." 

TWO AREAS OSU is known for are 
immune pathobiology, which leukemia 
research falls under, and orthopedic sur­
gery. 

Recently, a fight over royalty re­
venue and professional credit developed 
after OSU's Dr. Richard G. Olsen was 
listed on federal patent records ·as sole 
inventor of the feline leukemia vaccine. 

OSU is investigating other research~ 
ers' claims that they should get partial 
credit. 

In orthopediaosurgery, OSU has pio­
neered a procedure for repairing broken 
legs in horses that saves valuable ani­
mals that once would have been 'de­
stroyed. 

The college also is one of the few 
places in the countr;y \vhere dogs' hips 
can be totally replaced. 

OSU orthopedic surgeon Marvin L. 
Olmstead said the college did its first hip 
replacement in 1976 and has done more 
than 400 since in 40 breeds. 

· Photos by Tim Revell, 

letting scar tissue form the joint. 
While this works well in dogs under 

40 pounds, Olmstead said, he does not 
advise it for larger animals. 

"In one study, at least a third of the 
animals were no better of: than before 
the surgery," he said. 

Many veterinary ad\'ances develop 
through research to benefit humans. 

But artificial hips for dogs came long 
after hips for humans. "It has just been 
recently that people have been more 
inclined to spend money on their ani-· 
mals," Olmstead said. 

THE PROCEDURE costs $850, but 
the same procedure in humans costs 
$8,000 to $12,000, he said. 

Carter said faculty members often 
work with money from organizations 
that sponsor hu'man research. "Within 
veterinary medicine, there are not large 
amounts of money to study the disease 
process per se," unless it involves food 
animals, he explained. 

One such researcher is Dr. Jennifer 
Rojko, associate professor of veterinary 
pathobiology. · 

With grants from the National Can­
cer Institute and thC Leukemia Societv 
of America, she is studying feline leuk~­
mia. 

The groups are interested in feline 
leukemia, Rojko said, because of human 
T-cell leukemia, a rare form of the blood 
disease that "performs pretty much like 
feline leukemia virus performs in cats." 

T-cell leukemia is endemic in some 
areas of Japan and the Caribbean and 
occurs sporadically in the southeastern 
United States, principally among people 
with Caribbean ancestry. 

DISCOVERING. WHAT activates 
the leukemia in cats could lead to being 
able to tell people in these'populations 
what to avoid, said Rojko, who has ber.n 
working on the project since 1977. 

RESEARCHERS BEGAN working She works with a pathogen-free rolo-
on artificial hips for dogs in the 1950s ny' of cats started in 19G4 at OSU 11\,' 
and tried both all-metal and ceramic 
prostheses \vithOut success. removing a pregnant cat's uterus and 

raising the kittens in a sterile cnviron-The breakthrough came, Olmstead 
said, when the Richards Manufacturing me~t. 'k . . , 
Co. of Memphis, Tenn., developed a f 1· OJI o said_ her r~search is one of .our 
prosthesis \vi th a plastic socket and a, e In~ eukemia pro~ect::; at OS~J, and thr 
chrome ball. !yeter1na:y college is one of s1x centers 

"The nlanufacturing company de,·el- 1nternat1onally knO\\'TI for leukr111ia re­
oped the product, and we worked on how search. 
to put it in'," he said. CARTER SAID that, o,·or tho next 

':!'he most serious. co1n~lication i.s iJ?-- five years, the college hope3 to n10\-f' 
fect1on, Olmstead sa_1d. ~ailure to him 1s more into genetic engineering and bio­
loss of range of mot10n In the leg. technology, both by using its own faculty 

An alternath·e to hip replacen1ent is rncn1bers and by hiring others. 
excision arthroplasty, cutting off the 
ball on the head of the long leg bone and 

One project would be trying to mani­
pulate genes to deYelop disease-resistant 
animals. Carter said that a proposal for 
such a project, using researchers from 
both the veterinary college and the Col­
lege of Agriculture, now is in budget 
hearings at OSU. 

Closer to fruition is an $8 million, 
44,000-square-foot addition to the col­
lege's Sisson Hall that is to be completed 
'this spring and will add laboratory space . 
for research, he said. 

Officials hO{le that the addition, 
along with faculty members hired in the 
past two years, will return the college to 
full accreditation this spring. 

Inadequate space for the number of 
students and a too-low faculty-student 
ratio were criticized \vhen the college 
was placed on limited accreditation in 
1982. 



'!",~l~~~!!ege Made Its Mark 
0 hio Sta tr lini\'crsit~"s College of 

Veterinary Medicine was almost 
killed by the automobile. 

John Jackman, who at 93 is believed 
to be the oldest alumnus still practic­
ing, said all signs pointed to veterinary 
nledicine as a flourishing career \vhen 
he left his job as a teacher in Car-nil 
::aunty in 1916 to enter the college 

A 1900-1901 college bulletin noted 
·hat there \Vere many more animals 
han humans in the United States but 

10 times more people doctors than ve­
.erinarians. 

When the nation switched from 
1orse hooves to car tires, vet school 
mrollment plummeted. Doctors whose 
;iractices were largely limited to horses 
told young men that the country didn't 
11eed any more veterinarians. 

"EVERYTHING WAS done by hors­
'"·" Jackman recalled. "All at once, 
:hey all changed to automobiles, trucks 
ind so forth." 

But Jackman, like OSU, diversified 
ind persevered. 

"I treated everything from a bird to 
rn elephant," he said. 

Ironically, horses, no\v nearly as 
1umerous as they \vere in the early 
l900s, provide Jackman with most of 
his~vork these days. 

Re left his general practice in 1972 
butJ!till gets calls from race- and show­
'.J.o('Se owners. 

·pr. Walter Venzke, a retired OSU 
lr~fessor of veterinary anatomy, said 
1orSe practitioners still outnumbered 
nore widely trained veterinarians 
vhen he entered vet school at Iowa 
itate College in 1930. 

"MY GRANDMOTHER said, 'Why 
lo Y,.ou want to go into veterinary medi­
:ine?'" said Venzke, 72." 'The horse is 
io longer the power source.' She didn't 
rnow about hogs and cattle and zoos." 

l'nlike private schools, which 

OSU's College of 
Veterinary Medicine has 
graduated nearly 5,000 
doctors, more than any 
other school. 

turned out "horse doctors" in t\VO years, 
state-supported schools such as lowa 
and OSU had turned their emphasis to 
livestock - food-and-fiber-producing 
animals - and pets. 

Iowa, the nation's first state-sup­
ported vet school, had just started a 
five-year program, and OSU, No. 2, had 
a four-year course. 

Veterinary medicine has changed 
markedly since the 1920s and '30s, 
Venzke said. "The practice was just 
common sense in those days, farm man­
agement. 

"WE HAD no sulfas or antibiotics" 
or many of the vaccines available today, 
he said. "The first infectious disease l 
identified after I graduated \i..•as equ;nf· 
encephalitis. I bet \Ve spent 15 111inut('s 
my senior year discussing equine Pn­
cephalitis." 

Today, veterinarians varcinatf' 
against the viral infection of the ner­
vous systen1 that then was untreatable. 

Today, most OSU students ha\·e an 
undergraduate degree, heavy in the sci­
ences, hefore Pntering the veterinary 
college's four-yc.ar progran1. 

A Legacy tor Tomorrow, the col­
lege's centennial history, says World 
War II contributed to the health of the 
profession by creating a demand for 
veterinarians and leading to the Gl Bill, 
,,·hich pro,·idcd vet~rans \vith money 
for college. 

VENZKE WAS one of thousands of 
veterinarian• \vho served in parking 

houses o,·crseeing_ the procc·ssing of 
meat for the troops. He also worked in a 
New York City laboratory checking 
food to see if it met Army specifica­
tions. 

"Following World War JI, (\'elcrin­
arians) really carnc into their O\vn," 
.Venzke said. "\Ve requirC'd high stan­
dards for ad1nission and graduation, 
and the accrediting progran1 v•as estab­
lished \Vith the An1crican \ 1etcrinary 
Medical Association." 

In contrast to the lean years of the 
1920s and the 1930s, when the Depres­
sion kept people out of college, enroll­
ment boomed and has remained high 
since. Last year, the college had 450 
applicants for 130 freshman openings, 
said Venzke, \vho is on the admissions 
committee . . 

He also noted that for the past three 
years, the college has enrolled more 
women than men. A 1933-34 bulletin 
first spelled out that the \'Cl school was 
open to women, and Ida Mae Dodge 
became the first ff'n1alc graduate in 
1936. 

IN ITS 100 years, the college has 
graduated nearly 5,000 doctors of veter­
inary medicint>, more> than any other 
rnt school in the United States. 

For the future. collcgP officials pre­
dict a continued ('mphasis on sn1all~ 
animal medicine, because of the popu­
larity of pets, and an expanding Jargc­
animal field, as food anirnal production 
heC'omes niore sophi~tiratcd. 

They believe that the de\'elopment 
of veterinary medicine \Vi] l rnorc closely 
parallel the developn1ent of hun1an 
n1edicinc, as the trend to,vard special­
ization in both fields indicates. 

But they arc confident that their 
graduates \viii continue to say, as Jack­
rnan does looking back on 65 years of 
practice, "Veterinary n1cdicine has 
been good to me." 



Vet school holds open house 
By Terri Farell 
Lantern staff writer Lt -( '1'-'35' 

The faculty from College" of 
Veterinary Medicine hopes its open 
house will educate students and the 
public about the sophlsUcated 
facil!Ues In the veterinary hospital. 

The open house will be held as 
part of the college's centennial 
celebraUon 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur­
day at the veterinary hospital 
which ls located at 1935 Coffey 
Road. 

The open house ls a way to Inform 
the community about the the 
hospital's modern facilities and 
procedures, said Bonnie Bates, 
public relaUons program assistant 
for the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

For example, Bates said, the 

hospital facilities enable the 
veterinarians to replace heart 
valves !Uld to perform Caesarean 
secUon deliveries on animals. 

The hospital ls also known for 
developing techniques to replace 
hip joints In dogs and saving race 
horses with leg Injuries. 

Phlllp Murdick, associate dean of 
veterinary medicine, said students 
Interested In applying to the college 
will be able to learn at the open 
house about careers In veterinary 
medicine and the requirements to 
get Into the college. 

Students and faculty from the col­
lege will lecture at 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. about opportunities in 
veterinary medicine 

The college accepts 100 Ohio 
students and 30 out-of-state 
students with a m.inimwn grade-

point of 3.0. Between 250 and 300 
Ohio students apply each yest, 
Murdick said. 

Bates said ultrasound 
demonstraUons will be given to 
laboratory cats and dogs to show 
the public that the procedure Is a 
useful way to detect abnormalities 
without causing any pain to the 
animals. 

There will also be dlscuaslons on 
the feline leukemia vaccine 
developed by Richard Olsen at the 
veterinary school. 

The vaccine prevents, but does 
not cure, "one of the biggest known 
causes of cat deaths," Bates said. 

Murdick said he hopes the publlc 
learns from the open house that 
veterinary medicine requires a 
sophlsUcated educaUon and that 
veterinarians are caring profes­
sionals. 



fimes are changing 
ror ~v~ljt~rinariilns . 
~t~10 ~te University , , 
r lege ... of r;e~rinary_...M.s,,s Harold Scha·al 

co19unct1on ;JfifiTeveF er 
'ssoc1ated organizations and as ' 
'art of it& centennial celebration, ' 
flresented its first symposium on 
(he Future of the Veterinarian. 
• The two-day event attracted ·birds perhaps will increase be­
iearly 150 veterinarians, some cause they need less attention. 
lrom as far as New Hampshire, ENTREPRENEURISM is on 
Missouri.and Colorado. . the increase. There are mobile 
: The symposium examined the clinics on the West Coast which 
~hanges and problems that have .offer immunization and routine 
eccurred' and may arise in the h·ealth services,' in effect skim­
lield, rather than provide the ming the cream from·the top. If 
anawers1to handling.them. they prove successful, t he idea 
! :>uring the past few· years, will spread. There also are non­
$eV1I"al veterinary colleges have profit humane . ·societies which 
been established which will pro- li ad 'ff · 
cuee additional veterinarians. . ave a tax vantage, · ~ ermg 
t>-Ause 'of. the high cost of tlin.:1 veterinary servicei, to all regard-
»t:111& ..., less of financial condition. 
~umJings and equipment and the . . 
<!el.I they will incur for their ' There !'11.1 be de~ands for 
acl19oling, it will be difficult for mo~e specialized service~s' New 
in~ of ·the new vets ~ enter .. equ1pmen.t .for advanced qieth .. ~s 
~rmlte·practice. . of d1agnos1s and tre~~men~ ~ll 
• - · be costly to purchase and main-
: .:BOW MANY can find po'si- tain. 

II. in industry, government It will add up to more compe~ 
esearch? Pet and livestock . tition for the consumer.dollar.. 

~1~tions are expected to level Will the s0lo practice give 
MCAn~ in some cases decrease way to clinlc,-type operations 
~UOo ·CJianiing lifestyles of the where veterinarians combjne 
hu~ '~pulation. Th~re will be th~ir. resourc.ea , to purchase the 
te'ltl' animals to treat m propor- · bu1ldmg, eq~p~ent and *hno­
!ion tO the number of veterinar- logy needed io· otfer spe"cialized 
tans available. as well as routine services? 
; BeCause of fewer children in Will the'se clinics be expanded 
ihe hoine, more parents away to include a showroom where pet 
from home .in the work force, products are sold? 
fDOre home ownership by singles Will more veterinarians be 
hnd the rise of the average age of forced to add grooming and 
~he population, the number of boarding to their services? 
tiouseholds willing to care .for a Will marketing and advertis­
dog will decrease. The dog popu- ing become· more of a factor in 
laton ·will not show any discern- selling veter·inary services? 
Ible decrease, however, if human Regardless of what happens 
l>opulation levels rise. to the veterinary profession, the 
: Cats and small animals .such pet . and animal owner will be 
n-gel'.'bils and guinea pigs and affected. 
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Tours off ef ed i 
~t Vet Schp~I ~ 
CareetDay 1 

t \ I : 
By Cartee Jameson · ' 
Lantern staff writer · { 

Tours of the facilities and \l114D8i • 
wards at the OSU Vet$1n&ry ~ 
Hospital will be offered Satl_ullay 88 ~ 
part of the College of Veterfnary • 
_Medicine's annual Career Da . ! 

"It's a nice opportunt for t 
everyone to see whatla g on in > 
the Veterinary hospital," sai Bon- ( 
nie Bates, ~tion ! 
~togr.:!~ ~~ . · ege. ~ 

..._~ ... "cuu someone who -
is . interested In a e&reeJi In ' 
~ medicine, although'lt ia s 

. of interest to the general l 
publlc.•1 a 

SeVeral speakers will talk about f 
adm1ssion procedures and various • 
aspects of the veterinary medicine t 
field. • I \ 

Tours will cover all facets of the 1 
hospital, said "Jeni Hren, a Junior ( 
from Gambier who is helpIN to 1 
organize the tour. There will,~ J8 • 
stations on the tour w~ 1 a ( 
veterinary student . will exP1a1n ; 
what people are seeing, she said: I .. . . 

Hren said one of the stops on the ~ 
tour will be the raptor reb8b11lta- ' 
tion ward. where injured ow1a. rm ~ 
hawks are ~t. She said thEire,are / 
usually about 11 blrda in the ,w8rd. i 
Veterinary students help ~birds $ 
recuperate and teach them ~w to ,. 

~d~ore returning ~~ 'f <the : 

.. Another interestinffstatlon ~.the ~ 
radiology department, Hren ~d. l 
People can see how X-rays ' are ( 
developed and look at tberQ on .• 

" s • display. ' . ! . . .. 
There will 8bJo be' an .animal on ! 

an electrocardi~ machlne at t 
one of the stations, Hren Said. l1'h8 ~ 
~TCG ls a heart monitoring driice. \ ,.-· . I 

Bates said there would •be a ' 
demo~tion using ul~ 1n-l 
stead of surgery, to detect"lntemal~ 
abnonnalities in an1mala. $be said~, 
people -can ·watch w~lle a ; 
veterinary student places a. wand.1 
which uses soun waves,.ovei\ the ab-: 
domen of an animal. An ~~e of; 
the animal's organs will ~·on1 
a television screen- ~ ' ~ 

Hren said the tour wtll lnclude the. 
small and large animal s1*gery~ 
facll1ties, althougll no surgery Wllll 
be in progress. The declslon ~ ~-i 
elude actual or taped surg~•waa\ 
made after a Cub Scout~ outt 
last')'~ while watchlnl ~-~de:c><ll ' 
a surgery. , 

Career Day starts at 1 p.m. in the\ 
auditorium at the OSU Vete~, 
Hospital, 1935 Coffey Roaa. f 

t 



OSU cats to aid 
.. - · ··-- - · --·--- -

By Cartee Jameson 
Lantern staff wrtter 

are kept in an open space where 
they can play and ctµnb around." . 

Nothing ls 'cat'-ching in the cat 
colony maintained by the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The animals' 
quarters are isolated and acceSsl­
ble to only a few people to ensure 
the cats do not contract infectious 
feline diseases. 

Artz said detailed records are kept 
to prevent interbreeding in the self-
r.on~~ £0~ · 
The cata~ envirorunent ls kept free 
~ contamination by llrniting the 
number of people who come into 
contact with them. Personnel are 
required io shower, change clothes 
and disinfect their shoes before 
entering the area where the cats 
are kept,"Artz said.· 

The colony cons18ts of about 160 
cats, said Larry Artz, ~r of 
animal laboratories. In the· put, 
there have been 88 many 88 400 cats 
in the _. colony when that ~ 
animals were needed fqr research 
projects. · 

AlsO, once a "cat leaves the colony 
for any reason, it ls not allowed to 
return. 

"We've got all · kinds· - Sialnese, 
Tortolse Backs, Gray Tigers, 
Orange Tabbies, long-haired and 
short-haired,'' Artz said. 

.. The animals are used to study the 
effects of a particular virus, 
bacteria, or parasite, Mathes said. 
He said.that it ls important to use 

catS that have not been exposed to 
diseases, otherwise it would be im­
possible to analyze how· the 
animals' immune systems respond 
to the specific agent being studied. 

The cats are sorted by age and 
sex, each group occupying a 
separate room, Artz said. Females 
with kittens are also given separate 
quarters. 

Mathes will be using cats from the 
colony to try to find a drug that will 
stop the effects of feline leukemia 
in infected an1mals. 

"The cats have free range," said 
Lawrence Mathes, assistant pro­
fessor in the Veterinary 

, . Pathobiology De~t. '"Ibey 

medical research 
Feline leukemia is caused by the 

same type of virus as AIDS, Mathes 
said. Theoretically, a drug that 
stops the feline leukemia virus 
while infection is in progress would 
also be effective against the AIDS 
virus. 
Mathes' project is being funded by 

a contract awarded from the Na­
tional Institutes of Health. 
Cats from this colony were used 

by Richard Olsen, a professor in the 
Veterinary Pathoblology Depart­
ment, to develop a vaccine against 
feline leukemia that was marketed 
last year, Mathes said: Formerly, 
there was no way to prevent cats 
from contracting the incurable 
disease. . 
Mathes said other experiments us­

ing the cats have not produced such 
dramatic results, but are still im­
portant, including studies on cat 
physiology. 
·Mathes said the cats are descen­

dants of a completely germ-free 
colony establlshed in the mid-'60s 
for research purposes. 
~e germ-free colbny was started 

by taking kittens from their 

mothers by ci~ section and 
immediately placing thelµ. in a 
sterile envirorunent where even the 
air was filtered, Mathes saj~. ·. 
The expense of malntalnliig such a 

colony, because of personnel and 
facility costs, was too , cqst1y, 
Mathes said. The colony took a step 
backward and was converted to a 
specific pathogenic-free. colony as 
it is maliltained today. .. ; . 
In this setting the cats are not ex­

posed to any infectious diseases, 
yet they are not completely genn­
free, Mathes said. 
Allen Crites, · administrative 

associate of the · Veterinary 
Pathobiology Department, said it 
costs about 77 cents a day per cat to 
run the colony. Part of the cost ls 
paid by. the researchers using the 
animals. 
Mathes said Ohio state is one of 

four universities in the United 
States that has a cat colony of this 
kind. The other schools are Cornell 
University, University of California 
at Davis and Colorado State 
University. . .. 

•', ... 



Veterinary care 
VISITORS FROM the People's Republic of China tour the 
College of Veterinary Medicine's large animal facility during a 
visit to Columbus June 6. Jim Robertson, associate professor 
of veterinary clinical science, center right, explains high tech 
animal care to Zhang Zai, minister of the Republic 's embassy 
in Washington, D.C., and his wife, Xu Dequan. Kathy Kohn, 

June 12, 1986/0SU onCampus/3 

Photo by Kevin Fitzsimons 

assistant professor of veterinary clinical science, far left, and 
Libby Page, equine lab technician, help Robertson with the 
demonstration. Zhang and another embai:fsy official also 
toured the Columbus Zoo and discussed arrangements for a 
scientific exchange. 
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VETERINARY COLLEGE EXPANDING 
By Jeff Grabmeier 
University Communications 

Graduates of Ohio State University's 
College of Veterinary Medicine will be able 
to see new facilities and hear about possible 
exchange programs with China when they 
visit this weekend. 

The college's annual Alumni Con­
ference is concluding today with a tailgate 
party and the Ohio State-Colorado football 
game. 

One major change at the veterinary 
college that alumni will notice is the con­
struction of a two-floor addition to Sisson Hall. 

"The new addition is an exciting 
development for the college," said Ronald 
Wright. dean of the college. "It will contain 
ultra-modern research facilities, classrooms, 
?.nimal holding facilities and offices." 

Wright said the addition will serve 
primarily the students and faculty in the 
Department of Veterinary Anatomy. 

"Their current facilities were out of 
date and very cramped," Wright said. "The 

faculty offices have been spread out in several 
locations and the faculty didn't have adequate 
areas for research. This addition will 
change that." 

The basement floor of the addition 
will contain animal holding facilities for small 
laboratory animals. The ground floor will 
house labs, offices and classrooms. 

The new Sisson Hall wing is expected 
to open in October, Wright said. 

Not all the progress at the college is 
of the brick and mortar variety. College 
officials also are moving forward on plans 
to conduct scientific and cultural exchanges 
with the People's Republic of China. 

Two Chinese diplomats visited the 
College of Veterinary Medicine during a 
three-day tour of Columbus in June. 

Minister Zhang Zai and First Secretary 
Bian Quingzu from the Chinese Embassy in 
Washington were shown the Veterinary 
Hospital during their visit. The trip to 

Columbus was arranged by Mayor Dana 
G. "Buck" Rinehart. 

Wright and David Chen, associate 
professor of East Asian Languages, planned 
to reciprocate by visiting China in early 
September with Columbus city officials. 

"It will be a goodwill trip, one where 
we hope to make a lot of contacts and lay 
the groundwork for future cooperation," 
Wright said. 

Scholar and student exchanges with 
Chinese universities are among the possibil­
ities being explored, according to Wright. 
The college is interested in learning about 
exotic animals that are not currently avail­
able in the United States. 

More Chinese officials are expected to 
visit Columbus and Ohio State this spring to 
study animal breeding techniques, Wright 
said. 

Jim Robertson, associate professor of veterinary clinlcal science, center right, explains high· 
tech animal care to Zhang la/, minister of the People's Republic of China embassy In 

Washington, D.C., and his wife, Xu Dequan. Kathy Kohn, assistant professor of veterinary 
clinical science, far left, and Ubby Page, equine lab technician, help with the demonstration. 

THE OFFICIAL OHIO STATE FOOTBALL PROGRAM September 20, 1986 
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Females outnumber 
males in vet school 
By Mary Delahunt 
Lantern staff writer 

Women will dominate the field of 
veterinary medicine in the future if the 
current enrollment trend continues. 

This year, for the first time, the OSU 
Veterinary College's graduating class will 
be more than 50 percent female. 

Of the 130 first-year students enrolled 
· in OSU's College of Veterinary Medicine 
this year, 66 percent are women. Fifty­
four percent of the entire OSU student 
body is female. 

No one seems to know exactly what is 
causing this trend. 

Milton Wyman, OSU assistant dean of 
Student Affairs and professor of veterin­
ary ophthalmology, said he thinks less 
chauvinism in the college ' s selective 
admissions policy during the last decade 
is the main ·reason for the increase in 
women. 

The policy currently considers the 
"absolute qualifications of the . candidate, 
not the candidate's gender'," Wyman 
said. These qualifications are based on 
the applica nt ' s grade point average, 
several test scores and personal inter­
views. 

Women student s do very well both 
scholas tically and clinically. Many are 
rece iving awards for their expertise, 
Wyman said. 

He added that anoth er reason for 
increasing female enrollment could be 
beca use more women than men are 
applying for admission into vet school. 

The 1986 Analysis of Applications to 
United States Colleges of Veterinary 
Medicine reported that in 1981, 4,332 
men had applied for entrance into the 27 
veterinary colleges in the United States. 
In 1986, only 3,149 men applied. 

In contrast, 4,035 women had applied 
in 1981, and by 1986 the number had 
risen to 4,570. 

Ronald A. Wright, dean of veterinary 
medicine ·administration, said he expects 
the rising percentage of women students 
to continue and then stabilize around 80 
percent. He said veterinary medicine has 
the highest number of women students 
of all professions. 

Wyman said there is concern in the 
field that veterinary colleges are turning 
out too· many graduates - resulting in 
too much competition for too few clients. 
This could b'e causing a general lack of 
interest on the part of male potential 
candidates, he added. 

Money could be another factor. "You 
can't make a mill ion dollars by going 
into veterinary medicine," Wyman said. 
But, he added, it ' s r e warding and 
interesting work and there are many 
opportunities open to a graduate veter­
inarian. 

The average salary for a veterinarian 
is about $40,000, Wyman said. 

Robin Wall , a second-year veterinary 
student from Lincoln , Neb., said she 
likes science and she likes animals , but 
doesn ' t like working in a competitive 
atmosphere. After earning her bachelor's 
degree in agriculture, she chose to study 

-Men 
- Women 

untem gr.iphk 

veterinary medicine over human medi­
cine because she thought the field would 
be less competitive. 

Wall hopes t o work in a university 
setting after she graduates. She said she 
wants to work wh ere research is being 
conducted, where critical and unusual 
cases are being treated and where new 

techniques are tried. 
Carl Zaboly, a fourth-year veterinary 

student from Chagrin Falls, said having 
more women in the college strengthens 
the program. 

"I think it 's great," Zaboly said. "It 
reflects on who 's applying to school 
and they take the best applicants." 

.. 
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Several OSU colleges will benefit· 
from $139,000 Du Pont donation 
By Tracy Greenwood ' us." . . 
Lantern staff writer The departments rece1vmg the 

money are free to spend it in the 
manner they see fit. Money will 
be distributed to the following 

Several colleges at Ohio State 
will benefit from a $139,000 
discretionary grant from Du Pont 
de Nemours and .Co., presented at 
a luncheon Tuesday. 

The colleges of Engineering, 
Business, Pharmacy, Veterinary 
Medicine and Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences will receive mo· 
ney from the grant. 

Ohio State has received $2 .1 
million in grants from the Du 
Pont Educational Aid Program 
since it was started in 1918. Du 
Pont currently employs 370 OSU 
alumni, 130 of whom were hired 
in the last five years. . 

Lewis Shumaker, a 1965 Ohio 
State graduate and Du Pont's 
college relations supervisor, pre· 
sented the check. 

"Technology is based on re­
search," Shumaker said. "We be­
lieve in supporting a resource that 
supplies outstanding s~udents to 

departments: 
•Chemical Engineering - $20,000 
•Chemistry - $14,000 
•Computer and Informational 
Science .:.. $8,000 
•Electrical Engineering - $10,000 
•Mechanical 
Engineering - $20,000 
•Pharmacy - $8,000 
•Young Faculty Grant, 

Chemistry - $25,000 
•Occupational and Environmental 
Health - $12,500 
•Business, Academic Faculty of 
Accounting - $6,000 · 
•Minority Engineering - $5,000 '. 

•$10,500 from Du Po~t's Conoco 
subsidiary, with $2,000 for the 
College of Business for accounting 
projects, $5,000 to Mechanical 
Engineering, $1,500 to Mining 
Engineering and $2,000 to b_e 
divided among other engineering 
departments. 
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Cat disease not AIDS, 
OSU . researchers say 
By Gail Bushman 
Lantern staff writer 

The recent research findings from 
California indicating the existence of 
an AIDS-like virus in cats, may be 
nothing more than mere smoke and 
are not accurate, according to Dr. 
Richard Olsen, professor of veterina­
rian medicine for Ohio State. 

"Not to be cynical , but the 
information must be confirmed 
first," Olsen said. 

"It wouldn't be appropriate for 
any scientist to say that the cat 
AIDS virus is real," Olsen added. 

He said the research techniques 
and findings of the scientists in 
California do not follow the standard 
research methods developed by Rob­
ert Koch, a 19th century German 
microbiologist who discovered micro­
bes. Microbes are bacterial agents 
which cause viruses, Olsen explained. 

According to Koch and other 
scientists who accept his scientific 
theory, an organism believed to 
caus·e diseases must be specifically 
investigated. First . it must be iso­
lated then studied and finally repro­
duced by inoculation .into a livi.ng 
specimen to be considered vah~ . 
Olsen said this has not been done m 
the research with the AIDS-like 
virus in felines - cats. 

Louis Lafrado, OSU research asso­
ciate for retrovirology said, "I would 
be very hesitant to say that th.e 
(AIDS) virus (in cats) is real as 1t 
has not been validated. It is more 
likely a contamination from out~ide 
the living specimen and requires 
more intensive research and study." 

The virus in cats was first discov­
ered in 1982 in Petaluma, Calif. In 
research there a female kitten deve­
loped bouts . of diarrhe.a and infec­
tions la sting for over a two-year 
period .. Finally, the cat became 
anemic and died the next year after 
it was introduced into a pen with 42 
other cats. 

Since ·.1985, Olsen said there have 
been no significant reports of AIDS 
findings in cats. 

The OSU College of Veterinary 
Medicine is not presently researching 
the possible AIDS virus thou~ht ~y 
California r esearchers to exist m 
cats. 

There are not adequate research 
funds available for Ohio State to 
pursue the project, Olsen said. 
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Vet students, school kids explore zoo 

Scotty Sartin, 6, a student at Colerain Elementary School, peaks through the fence at a peacock during a trip to the Columbus Zoo with 
second.year students from the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

OSU sophomore veterinarian students accompan~ 
ied students from the Colrain Elementary School to 
the Columbus Zoo, on an educational and fun field 
trip, this week. 

The vet students met the children from Colrain 
at the zoo, 10:00 a.m. Monday, and were free to 
roam the zoo until noon. 

"Last year, the class decided to do some sort of 
community service project," said Rusty ?.!core, 
president of the sophomore veterinarian class. 

The project took them almost nine months to 
prepare, Moore said. They had to find a day when 
the school buses would be able to take the kids. 

"It would have been nice if the weather was a 
little better, but we didn't have a rain date because 
we couldn't get the buses any other day," said 
sophomore vet student Pam Marts. 

BefOre going to the zoo with the kids, the vet 
students went to Colrain for an afternoon assembly 
program. The assembly gave the kids a chance to 
get to know the vet students, said Marts. 

Photos and story 
by Dale Bagwell Jason Wade, 7, climbs a fence to get a better look at an emu at the 

Columbus Zoo. Scotty Sartin and Pam Marts, a second.yea; veterinary 
~···-'--• , ___ .... , __ , ___ ., 1--'· --

Pam Marts and Scotty Sartin watch a troop of gibbons at 
the Columbus Zoo. Jason Wade looks elsewhere. 
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Pets bring grins 
t~ elderly home 
By Gail Bushman had," said Mary McClellan, prog-
Lantern staff writer ram dir.ector for Rosegate Care 

Lifting spirits, making elderly Center. "You can just feel the 
people smile - that's what the spirits of the residents move up 
Ohio State College of Veterinarian when the pets come." 
Medicine's "pet visitation" prog- · McClellan said small groups of 
ram is all about. residents are able to come out in 

The program is designed to take the lounges to visit with the pets. 
pets to two area convalescent Other residents, who have certain 
centers to brighten the residents' disabilities, have animals visit 
day. them in their rooms. 

Members of Omega Tau Sigma, "It's a good social time for the 
a professional veterinary frater- residents," McClellan said. "The 
nity, bring their own pets to positive tactile sensations are just 
Rosegate Care Center and First unmeasurable." 
Community Village, to help the Studies done by Neer and his 
residents deal "".ith loneliness, said students showed the blood pres­
Dr. Charles Neer, assistant profes- sure of the residents had dropped 
sor of veterinary clinical sciences after the pets had come to visit. 
and unofficial advisor for the Attendance was also higher for 
program. pet visitation than for art and 

The students visit Rosegate and other programs, Neer said. 
First Community once a month. Students who participate in the 
Visits last about an hour. program get as many good feel-

"The. human-animal bonding, ings as the residents, said Mi­
companionship, recognition of chelle Bishop, a junior from New 
beauty, unconditional love and Hampshire, who has been involved 
touching make the program sue- in the program for one year. 
cessful," Neer said. Bishop said she originally 

"I think it's one of the most brought her cat to the First 
humane programs we've ever Community center in 1986. 

M. Heather Conway/the U.ntem 

Carla Mayers, a third-year veterinary student from Bowling Green, 
introduces Buster and Sheena to First Community Village resident 
Corrin Hatfield. 

She said it nuzzled up to an old 
man, bringing tears to his eyes. 
Bishop then said she gave him a 
hug. On her next visit, she took a 
dog to see the man. 

"He grabbed a hold of my hand 
and wouldn't let go," Bishop said. 
"He wanted another hug." 

Employees at First Community 
told Bishop that was the most 
response they had seen from the 
man since he had been there. 

"It really made me feel good. 
It's something I'll never forget," 
she said. 

l 
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2013 Call for Nominations 
College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society 

Alnmni Recognition Awards 

Tell ns abont a "Buckeye" you are proud of ... 
The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society is proud to present one or 
more recognition awards during Reunion-Homecoming Weekend. These awards acknowledge and honor 
the alumni of the college who have contributed to the enhancement of the veterinary medical profession. 

Award Gnidelines: 
The Alumni Recognition Award may be given to any Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine 
alumnus, whether in practice, academia, industry, research, government service or any other professional 
area, who has shown distinction in either of the following ways: 

I. Through their professional activities and dedication, including service to the College, dedication 
to organized veterinary medicine, or the advancement of scientific knowledge, and/or 

2. Through the contribution of their time and efforts for the enhancement and development of their 
community and the public welfare. 

Selection Criteria: 
I. The nominee must be an Ohio State College of Veterinary Medicine alumnus and member of the 

College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society. 
2. Nominations need to include the form below, a resume of the nominee and other accompanying 

documents. Nominations must be submitted to the Awards Committee by to June 15, 2013. 
3. The awards will be presented during the Reunion-Homecoming Weekend. 
4. The recipient(s) may receive appropriate publicity, i.e. Ohio State alumni publications, JAVMA, 

the OVMA Newsletter, Connect to Vet Med, the recipient's local newspaper, etc. 
5. The selection committee members are: the President-elect of the Veterinary Medicine Alumni 

Society (chair), three Alumni Society Board of Trustees Members-at-Large and one alumnus from 
the College faculty. 

Nomination Form 

For the 2013 Alumni Recognition A'vard, I nominate: 

Name: __________________ _ OSU Graduation Year:-----

Address: _________________________________ _ 

My reasons for making this nomination are (resume required): -----------------

Your Name: ______________ _ Signature: ___________ _ 

Address: _________________________________ _ 

Email Address:-------------- Telephone Number:---------

Please retur1tfor111 to Ohio State Veterinary Medicine Al1111111i Society, c/o Bonnie Bates, 
P.O. Box 20932, Columbus, OH 43220 
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May2013 

Fellow Alumni, 
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Spring has finally arrived. The trees are blooming, the dogs are itching and a busy summer will soon be 
upon us. I hope that as we make our summer plans you will also make plans to return to the college for 
its annual Reunion-Homecoming Weekend October 18-19. The college has many events planned for its 
returning alumni. For those classes ending in 3 and 8, you will be celebrating your reunion. This is a 
great opportunity to catch up and reconnect with fellow classmates and faculty. Alumni Society board 
members are currently working with a task force to make recommendations as to the future of your 
Alumni Society. I look forward to sharing these results with you at the annual meeting in October. 

Dr. Jim Estep has another wonderful golf outing planned on June 24th. Once again, we are going to test 
our skills at the vaunted Ohio State Scarlet Course. We still have spots available and registration can be 
made online at osucvmalumni.com. I look forward to seeing you at this great summer event. 

There is still time to nominate a fellow CVM alumnus for the Veterinary Medicine Alumni Society Alumni 
Recognition Award. These awards acknowledge and honor the alumni of the college who have contributed 
to the enhancement of the veterinary medical profession. Enclosed is the nomination form. Please submit 
your form prior to June 15, 2013. 

In closing, I would also like to encourage you to continue your support of the OSU College of Veterinary 
Medicine Alumni Society. Our records show you have not yet renewed your membership dues for 2013. 
The Society works closely with the college to support key programs and initiatives. We are currently 
working towards reaching our endowment goal so that we can create a student scholarship. With state 
support for our college shrinking, now is the time for us to step up. Please join us in advancing the mission 
of the Alumni Society and the college. 

Sincerely, 

41/.11/ ?a;---a: 
Hal H. Taylor III ("Chip"), DVM '03 
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Zoo officials gain 'leg up' 
on lost e·lephant limb case 

By Vivian Slockman 

Ohio State and Columbus Zoo of­
ficials are still confused, but it ap­
pears that the missing amputated leg 
of a 6,000-pound Asian circus elephant 
has finally arrived at the zoo. 

The leg was that of Marie, an 
elephant who had been admitted to 
the OSU veterinary hospital Sept. 21. 

Marie had become ill while working 
for a circus that was appearing in 
North Olmsted. She was admitted to 
the hospital for treatment, but had to 
be destroyed, said Harrison M. Gard­
ner, a professor of veterinary clinical 
sciences. 

The elephant's head and front legs 
were amputated for a display at the 
zoo shortly before her 6,00()..pound 
body was buried in a remote West 
Campus field north of Lane Avenue 
and east of North Star Road, said 
Steven E. Weisbrode, associate pro­
fessor of veterinary pa tho biology. 

Stellmire said the recovered parts 
are to become part of a mammalian 
skeletal adaptation display for the 
zoo. 

Although all of the amputated limbs 
appear to have made it to the zoo, one 
of the legs seems to have taken a 
mysterious journey before arriving 
there. 

Around 6:30 a.m., Nov. 2, Peter 
Bainbridge, a senior dairy science 
major from Columbus, was feeding a 
herd of cows used for a dairy science 
class. He said he smelled a foul odor, 
searched and found the elephant leg 
in a creek on a remote field on West 
Campus. 

"It was a heck of a way to wake 
up," Bainbridge said. 

Marie's leg had apparently spent 
several days in the creek near the 
Dairy Science Center on the Water· 
man Farm Complex. 

Bainbridge said he removed the leg 

from the creek and put it on a 
brushpile in the woods nearby. 

Marie was buried on Sept. 23, the 
morning she was destroyed. An autop­
sy was performed at the burial site. 

After the autopsy was completed, 
Stellmire left the burial site to pick up 
a truck from the zoo to be used in 
transporting the parts. He said he was 
gone about one and a half hours. 

Weisbrode said after a crew com· 
pleted the burial no one stayed at the 
site. 

When Stellmire returned, one of the 
elephant's legs was missing. There 
were no signs that the leg had been 
dragged, he said. The field is on a 
road that could be easily acessible to 
the public, Weisbrode said. 

Stellmire estimated the leg weighed 
between 125 and 150 pounds. He said 
he and another person lifted the re· 
maining parts onto a truck. 

Although Stellmire said he had no 
idea why someone would try to take 
the leg, he suggested somebody may 
have seen the elephant parts, tried to 
drag the leg away and then had se· 
cond thoughts. 

Although Andy Spring, herdsman 
for the dairy science farm, said 
Wednesday he thought the leg was 
still in the woods, Stellmire reported 
it was recovered and taken to the zoo 
earlier this week. 

Although Gardner said Marie's il­
lness probably was old age, the 
elephant was only in her early 30s, ac· 
cording to Ted Stellmire, pachyderm 
keeper for the Columbus Zoo, who 
assisted in the autopsy. Most 
elephants live 60 to 70 years, he said. 

He speculated the elephant may 
have had nutritional problems when 
she was young. Thls could have pro­
duced physical stress causing her to 
age rapidly, Stellmire said. There 
wet"e no signs of disease, he added. 

9/5/2012 1:13 PM 
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From: Provost Joseph Alutto <provost@admin.ohio-state.edu> 
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X-BulkMail-Envelope-From: <devnull@osu.edu> 

A MESSAGE FROM JOSEPH ALUTTO 

Dear Colleagues, 

Dr. Tom Rosol has announced that he is resigning as dean of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, effective June 30, 2008. 

Tom has served as the college's dean since July, 2005. Under his 
leadership, Veterinary Medicine has increased its national stature, rising 
from sixth to fifth in the US News & World Report ranking of veterinary 
colleges and receiving a full seven-year reaccreditation from the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. In 2006, the college successfully competed 
(with paitner colleges) in Ohio State's Targeted Investment in Excellence 
program with an initiative in Public Health Preparedness in Infectious 
Diseases. 

On July 1, 2008, Tom will become the special assistant to the senior vice 
president for research. He will continue as a professor in the Department 
of Veterinary Biosciences and will pursue his program on cancer research 
in Veterinary Biosciences and the Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

In the Office of Research Tom will work closely with Associate Vice 
President Jean Schelhorn to build broader faculty relationships with the 
Office of Technology Transfer and Commercialization. 

I am recommending to President Gee the appointment of Dr. John Hubbell 
as interim dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine. Subject to Board of 
Trustees approval, his appointment will be effective on July 1, 2008. 

The college's former associate dean for academic affairs, John is a 
professor of veterinary clinical sciences and one of today's most respected 
equine anesthesiologists. He has agreed to serve until a permanent 
successor to Tom has been named. 

Sincerely, 
Joe 

II 
file://C:\Documents and Settings\ihnat.1 \Local Settings\Temp\eudD.htm 6/10/2008 
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College of Veterinary Medicine names new dean 
Rosol is now serving as senior associate vice president for research 

COLUMBUS -- President Karen A. Holbrook and Executive Vice President and Provost 

Barbara R. Snyder announced today (3/31) that they have recommended to The Ohio State 

University's Board of Trustees the appointment of Thomas J. Rosol, currently Ohio State's 

senior associate vice president for research, as the dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Subject to approval by the Board of Trustees, his appointment is effective on July 1. 2005. 

Rosol is highly regarded as an outstanding scholar in veterinary pathobiology whose 

interdisciplinary work crosses several departments and colleges. His work emphasizes both 

basic and translational cancer research in animals, which benefits veterinary and human 

medicine. 

"Professor Rosol is an experienced academic administrator and will be an effective leader 

for the college. He is strongly committed to the University's Academic Plan and to moving 

forward with the College of Veterinary Medicine's strategic plan," Holbrook said. 
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Convention educates students 
By Amanda Appleton 
Lantern staff writer 

More than 4,500 animal 
lovers united this weekend in 
Columbus at the Ohio Veteri­
nary Medical Association's 
113th annual convention. 

The four-day convention 
drew people involved in all 
facets of animal care to attend 
scientific programs featuring 
speakers and gather informa­
tion on the latest trends and 
technology in veterinary medi­
cine, said Melinda Capers, com­
munications director for the 
association. 

''Basically it's a good opportu­
nity to meet a lot of people in 
the field," said Kelley Kilar, a 
first-year veterinary student at 
Ohio State. 

Rhonda Prince, also a first­
year student, said this was the 
fourth conference of this veteri­
nary association she had 
attended. 

Prince and Kilar worked in 
one of the 190 exhibitor booths 
to distribute information about 
the Food Animal Medicine Club, 
which promotes agriculture and 

farm animal issues in veteri­
nary medicine. 

"We have a partnership 
between the college and the pro­
fession represented by the 
OVMA and the State Veterinar­
ian's Office, and it all comes 
together at this convention,11 

said Glen Hoffsis, Dean of 
OSU's College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

Hoffsis said the convention is 
a great place for veterinary stu­
dents to secure jobs, network 
and interview. 

"The support for the veteri­
nary profession is strong now 
among the veterinarians in the 
state and among the clientele 
who came from the state and 
beyond," Hoffsis said. 

The school excused most stu­
dents from their Friday classes 
to attend, and students attend­
ed free of charge, said Matt 
Eberts, a second-year veteri­
nary student. 

"The school really encourages 
participation in the conven­
tion," Eberts said. "It gives us 
exposure to the way things are 
in the real world." 

Eberts said lectures offered 
on topics such as emergency 

medicine, equine issues and pet 
issues were helpful. 

"The speakers' topics were 
very interesting," he said. "You 
can tailor which topics you want 
to learn about to your own 
interests." 

There was a good exchange of 
ideas on the newest equipment 
and products in the practice, 
said Gregory Queen, assistant 
clinical professor in the Depart­
ment of Veterinary Preventive 
Medicine at OSU. 

"A lot of the speakers are 
from other colleges," he said. "I 
got new approaches on teaching 
from people from other institu­
tions." 

Skip Clegg said he had heard 
nothing but praise from people 
visiting his company's booth. 

Clegg is a partner in the 
Columbus-based Pinnacle Advi­
sory Group which does financial 
planning for small businesses, 
most of which are veterinary 
practices, he said. 

"We ask veterinarians from 
out of state why they attend, 
and everyone says the conv0n­
tion is one of the best in the 
country.n 





A contribution has been made to 

The Ohio State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine 

in memory of your pet 

by 

The faculty, staff, and students would like to 
extend their deepest sympathy for your loss. 

~r?~ 
Glen F. Hoffsis, DVM 

Dean 
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Hotline helps owners 
cope with problems 
that occur with pets 
Vet hospital offers 
advice on dealing 
with loss or disease 
By Stacy Wood 
Lantern staff writer 

Overcoming the loss of a pet 
can be traumatic. 

Thanks to a new hotline, get­
ting over the pain of losing a 
furry friend could be easier. The 
Pet Loss Support Hotline, oper­
ated by the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, offers counseling to 
anyone who is dealing with any 
type of terrible experience with 
their pets. 

For many, losing a pet is like 
losing a really close friend, said 
Brenda Miller, student coordina­
tor of the hotline. 

"Animals always give us 
unconditional love, where people 
don't," Miller said. 'We can 
always depend on them for that." 

Many students, like dog­
owner Kami Mounce, a freshman 
majoring in business, can relate 
to these losses. 

"If my dog died, I would cry," 
Mounce said. "I love my dog." 

But the calls are not only for 
the death of a pet. Since the hot­
line opened in January, the stu­
dent volunteers have answered 
calls from people dealing with 
everything from pets being diag­
nosed with a terminal illness to 

losing custody of the animal in 
divorce settlements. 

"It has been amazing for me to 
see the wide variety of bonding 
people have with their animals," 
Miller said. 

This bonding can have 
extreme consequences. One of 
the volunteers answered a call 
where the client wanted to com­
mit suicide after the loss of his 
pet, Miller said. 

Student volunteers go 
through six hours of training in 
grief support, so the student was 
prepared to take the call, she 
said. 

The hotline not only helps 
people in need, but gives veteri­
nary students the chance to 
learn how to deal with these loss­
es, said Richard Bednarski, Vet­
erinary Hospital director. 

''It's the perfect thing for real­
life experiences," Bednarski said. 

Because veterinarians have to 
deal with animals dying and 
putting them to sleep on a regu­
lar basis, they often protect 
themselves by reacting coldly to 
the experience, Miller said. 

"l'he client sees that as being 
insensitive," Miller said. -rhis 
prepares them (the students) to 
detach themselves and be sensi­
tive to what the client is dealing 
with." 

The hotline 292-1823, is open 
for calls on Mondays, Wednes­
days and Fridays from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 
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OSU vet school 
research to help 
Olympic horses 
By Shanln C. Pepple 
Lantern staff writer 

Horses competing for Olympic 
gold in 1996 will be able to improve 
their performance thanks to 
research done at Ohio State. 

Dr. Catherine Kohn, an associate 
professor in the Department of Vet­
erinary Clinical Sciences, was the 
principal investigator for Ohio State 
in researching the effects of heat and 
humidity on horses for the 1996 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta. 

Heat and humidity have been 
found to be stressful on horses in 
competitions since they are con­
stantly running andjumping. 

Researchers had been studying 
the effects of heat and humidity on 
horses for many years, but "most 
research began after 1992 when 
Atlanta was named the site for the 
Olympics," Kohn said. 
· "The games served as a catalyst to 

focus on the research," said .Arring­
ton Cox, assistant competition man­
ager for the equestrian games at the 
Olympics, 

The research began in Georgia 
because temperatures and humidity 
will be high in Atlanta in July when 
the Olympics will be held. Horses 
have difficulty dealing with heat 
because they cannot pant or sweat 
like people, Cox said. 

The OSU veterinary college com­
peted for funds to do the research on 
horses who compete in hot and 
humid weather, Kohn said. 

The research was done in coopera­
tion with veterinary colleges at the 
Universities of Georgia, Tennessee, 

;Illinois and Ontario. 
, Modifications were made for the 
'.Olympics' equestrian competition 
•for the first time as a result of the 
'research, Cox said. 
: . Cox said having the competitions 
early in the morning and allowing 
'.more time for the horses to cool off 
'.are some modifications. Large mist­
ing machines that can cool off an 
·area by 20 degrees will also be used, 
Cox said. 

Kohn, along with Dr. Ken Hinch-

cliff and OSU veterinary and under­
graduate students, designed and 
performed several experiments to 
learn more about the effects of heat 
and humidity on horses. 

Two experiments were run inside 
a laboratory using eight thorough­
bred horses. The horses were trained 
on a treadmill and subjected to vari­
ous tests that combined varying 
degrees of heat and humidity, Kohn 
said. 
, They found that at very high tem­

peratures and humidity, the horses' 
exercise time decreased between 25 
and 50 percent, Kohn said. 

They also found horses could be 
effectively cooled down with cold 
water without any ill effects such as 
muscle cramping, Kohn said. 

It had always been thought that 
applying cold water to a horse cold 
hurt the animal. 

Part of the research was conduct­
ed in Atlanta last August where sev­
eral horses competed in high heat 
and humidity. Modifications such as 
decreasing the distances the horses 
had to run and giving the horses 
more time to cool off were made, 
Kohn said. 

Cox said the research will have 
ramifications beyond the upcoming 
Olympics.It'simportantforanybody 
who works horses in high heat and 
humidity," Cox said. 

"But the research is not just 
important for ·the Olympics; it's 
important for-anybody who works 
horses in high heat and humidity," 
Cox said. 

The findings will change competi­
tions as well as the way horses are 
trained and conditioned, Cox said. 
"It will affect horse sports all over the 
world," she said. 

Kohn will serve as the president of 
the Veterinary Committee at the 
Olympics. She will be on site at the 
Olympics where she will be responsi­
ble for local arrangements for the 
horses, make sure veterinary care 
and supplies are adequate and 
enforce rules as specified for the 
competition. 
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More clinical time compels 
trimesters for Vet School 
By Susan R. Little 
Lantern staff writer 

The School of Veterinary Medi­
cine will change its undergraduate 
curriculum Spring Quarter 1995. 

Currently, all students attend 
classes based on the quarter sys­
tem. Under the new plan, students 
will attend classes on the quarter 
system for the first three years. 
Spring Quarter of their junior year 
they will begin taking classes on a 
trimester system until graduation. 

One trimester is about three 
months long. 

Students will choose either 
~ack One" or "Track Two." This 
means they can take three 
trimesters and then a quarter of 
elective experience or vice versa. 

"The basic reason for the change 
is to give students a longer clinical 
experience," said Dr. William Fen­
ner, assistant deanforveterinarian 
student affairs. "It is also to provide 

a uniform clinical experience to all 
students." 

Under the old system there was 
too much material to cover in one 

' ' From an acad­
emic standpoint it 
should be very bene­
ficial." 

-Brad Myers 

quarter, but not enough to warrant 
two quarters, said Brad Myers, 
senior associate registrar. The 
trimester system works perfectly, 
he said. 

Under the trimester system, stu­
dents will have more involvement 
with their patients. It may also 
enable them to do some follow-ups, 
Fenner said. 

The suggestion for the change 
was a joint decision of the faculty 
and students within the School of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1991. 
Approval was given by the Council 
on Academic Affairs in 1992. 

The decision to begin the new cur­
riculum Spring Quarter 1995 will 
give current students time to finish 
the program. 

"As much as possible1 we are try­
ing to make this process as trans­
parent to the student," Myers said. 
"From an academic standpoint it 
should be very beneficial." 

The way students register, pay 
for fees, and apply for financial aid 
will all remain unchanged, Fenner 
said. 

"I think that the faculty here and 
the students think this is going to be 
a positive change that should make 
students better prepared when they 
graduate for going into practice," 
Fenner said. "We are alllookingat it 
as a positive experience." 
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Report by the Oversight Committee for Restructuring 
Summary of Proposals Approved 

College of Agriculture: 
Summary: Reduces the nu1nbcr of acadc1nic units in the College fro111 11 to eight and 

realigns two subunits with 11C\V areas. The current dcparuncnts of Agricultural Engineer­
ing, Food Science and Technology, and Plant Pathology rc1nain unchanged. 

1. Realigns: Rural Sociology fro1n the current con1bination \Vith Agricultural Econo1n­
ics to combination with Agricultural Education. 

2. Combines: Animal Science, Dairy Science, and Poultry Science into a single depart­
ment. 

3. Combines: Horticulture and the agronomic crops faculty of Agronon1y into a single 
department. 

4. Combines: Soil Science faculty from Agronomy with the School of Natural Re· 
sources. 

College of Engineering: 
Summary: Reorganizes the current 15 dcpart1ncnts, one interdisciplinary center, and 

one school into eight depart1ncnts, one interdisciplinary center, and one school. 1l1c inter­
disciplinary progran1 in Bio1nedical Engineering and the Departments of Che1nical Engi­
neering, Computer and Infom1ation Science, Electrical Engineering, Materials Science 
and Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering re1nain unchanged. 

1. Combines: Civil Engineering and Engineering Graphics into a single department. 
2. Combines: Industrial and Systems Engineering and Welding Engineering into a 

single department. 
3. Combines: Ae.ronautical and Astronautical Engineering, Engineering Mechanics, 

and Aviation into a single department. 
. .4. Consolidates: Architecture, City and Regional Planning, and Landscape Architec­

ture into a single unit, the School of Architecture, with no departments. 

College of Veterinary Medicine: 
Summary: Reorganizes Lhe current five dcpart1ncnts into three departrnents by com­

bining the follo\11ing depart1nents into a single dcpart1nent Veterinary Anato1ny and Cel­
lular Biology, Veterinary Pathobiology, and Veterinary Physiology and Pham1acology. 

The departments of Veterinary Clinical Sciences and Veterinary Preventive Medicine 
ren1ain unchanged. 
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THREE COLLEGES TO MAKE ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES 

COLUMBUS -- Three colleges at The Ohio State University 

will make major changes in their departments by combining some 

programs. The restructuring plans for the colleges of 

Agriculture, Engineering and Veterinary Medicine were approved 

Friday (6/3) by the Board of Trustees. 

The College of Agriculture will reduce its departments from 

11 to eight, and realign two programs. The College of 

Engineering will reorganize its 15 departments to eight. The 

College of Veterinary Medicine will combine three departments to 

form a new unit to focus on basic science education and research. 

The three plans are just the beginning of a university-wide 

restructuring, according to Richard Sisson, senior vice president 

for academic affairs and provost. On Feb. 1, all 19 colleges and 

University Libraries submitted plans for administrative 

restructuring. 

"Since November, we have examined what we do and how well we 

do it," Sisson said. "Reinvestment and renewal required us to 

consider significant change within and across colleges apart from 

budget considerations." 

Administrative changes do not impact academics, such as 

degree programs or curriculums. Proposals for such changes that 

- more -



COLLEGE RESTRUCTURING -- 2 

result from restructuring will be considered separately. 

The College of Veterinary Medicine faculty feel 
restructuring will help them reach the college's goals: An 
excellent, comprehensive professional curriculum; promoting 
excellence in research in order to improve the health of animals, 
assure the wholesomeness of food animal products, and contribute 
to the understanding of basic mechanisms of disease; providing an 
intellectual environment that enhances scholarly activity; 
educating future academicians and research scientists; and 
providing continuing education and consultation for veterinarians 
and Ohio citizens. 

The change is: . _ 
• Combining the departments of Veterinary Anatomy and 

Cellular Biology, Veterinary Pathobiology and Veterinary 
Physiology and Pharmacology. 

"The new department will provide a primary link to the 
biomedical community at Ohio State," said Glen F. Hoffsis, dean 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine. "The administrative 
restructuring has the potential of connecting the college to the 
recent university-wide initiative in molecular life science 
research." 

There are no changes to the departments of Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences and Veterinary Preventive Medicine. 
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3 college 
plans move 
to trustees 
By Gemma Mcluckie 

Dean Bob Moser of the College 
of Agriculture couldn't stop beam­
ing after unani1nous approval by 
University Senate May 21 of the 
college·s rcstn1cturing plan. At a 
special n1ecting. senators voted 93-
0 for the proposal to reduce I I de­
pann1cnts to eight. 

The path to restructuring \\·a~ 
ahnost as smooth for the College 
of Engineering. But the Collcg~ of 
Veterinary Medicine found itself 
on a bun1py ride. 

Senators \'Otcd 90-2. \Vith four 
abstentions. to approve the Collt:gc 
of Engineering proposal to reorga­
nize 15 departments into eight and 
to form School of Architecture dc­
partn1ents into a single unit. 

The \'Ole \Vas 63-28, \Vith one 
abstention. to approve the College 
of Veterinary Medicine proposal to 
drop fron1 five dcpartn1ents to 
three. The change \VOuld be ac­
cornplishcd by con1bining three de­
pan1nents into a llC\V unit that \\'ill 
focus on basic research. 

The agriculture, engineering 
and veterinary medicine proposab 
all outlined adn1inistrativc restruc­
turing. such a'\ recombinations of 
depanmcnts and progran1s. They 
no\\· \\"ill go to the University 
Board of Trusrces for final action. 

The next steps in restructuring 
are acaden1ic and programmatic al­
terations. such as cuniculum. de­
gree progran1s. patterns of adn1in­
istration and ne\v nan1cs for so1nc 
dcpann1ents. Those kinds of pro­
posals also \viii have to be consid­
ered by the Office of Acaden1ic Af­
fairs and approved by the Council 
on Acadcn1ic Affairs, the Senate 
and the trustees. 

The an1ount of consultation 
\vi th staff and students \Vas one is.-

See Senate, page 6 
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sue of concen1 for the veterinary 
nlcdicine proposal. In a Noveinber 
1993 111en10. Provost Richard 
Sisson gave guidelines for restruc­
turing. one of \vhich called for par­
ticipation by t~1culty. staff and stu­
dents in 1naking decisions. 

1-lowever. according to a 1ninor­
ily repon fron1 the Council on 
Acaden1ic Affairs and a sun1n1arv 
froin the Oversight Co1111nittce 0°n 
University Restructuring (OCRJ. 
\'etcrinary 1nedicine ad111inistrators 
did too little to give staff and stu­
dents a fon11al voice in drafting the 
proposal. 

In the future. Veterinary Medi­
cine dean Glen F. Hollsis pledged 
May 21. that \vill not be the case. 
Already. graduate and professional 
students arc in\'olve<l in discus­
'>ions or changes in aca<le111ic pro­
gru111s. he said. Also. 1he collc!!c 
\\"ill look at ronning a gradual~ 
studcn1 council. 

"I'n1 surprised \\·hen people ;ay 
that students didn't have input:· 
said Jennifer Ruhl. an undergradu­
ate 1najoring in \'eterinary n1cdi­
cinc. "Students are verv invol\'cd." 
She said outsiders niay· not have 
reulized that the plan \vas dis­
cussed n1anv tin1es bv the 
college\, ur;dcrgradu;tc student 
council. and that students sat on 
college co1nn1ittecs. 

Jan1es R. Hanke. an aluinnus 
and post-doctoral li::llo\\' in \'Cteri­
nary pathology. said faculty and 
students \Vork together in \·ery 
sinal\ groups and constantly dis­
cus!'> collegc issues. 

Sonic senators \Vere \vorried 
that Senate approval \vould set a 
had precedent for any future pro-

Existing Structure 

Agriculture Economic and Rural 
Sociology 

Agriculture Education 

Agricultural Engineering 

Animal Science 
Dairy Science 
Po_LJltry Science 

Food Sci".'.1.:e_ an~_Tec11nology 

Agronomy 
Horticulture 

School of Natural Resources 

·Not official names 

posals that shO\\"ed lack of fom1al 
participation by all groups in the 
college. 

r\ftcr hearing about the ditlicul­
tics. "no dean \\·ill say. if this pro­
posal is appn.)\ed today. 'Let's run 
roughshod O\"er our graduate stu­
dents .... said senator Lc\vis 
Green\vald. \vho also is a 111en1ber 
of the Council on Acade1nic Af­
fairs. 

Rccruillnent or \\"Olnen and 
111cn1bers or 111inoritics can1c under 
exatnination in the discussion of 
1hc College of Engineering plan. 
So did the patten1s of the faculty 
\'Ole. 

Jo:-.e B. Cruz. dean of the col­
k!.!c. said restructuring ga\'e cn!!i­
n~ering depan_n1cnts ·~a l.1euer sl1ot 
to have a nucleus of critical 1nass 
in tcrrns of diversity and gender." 
\Vhile no faculty n1cn1bcrs \\'ill be 
cut because of rcstn1cturing. Cruz 
said. there \viii be openings as eli­
gible fat:ully ta!..e ad\'antagc of the 

Proposed Structure• 

Agriculture Economics 

Agriculture Education and Rural 
Sociology 

~gricultl.~~al Enginee!ing 

Animal Science (including 
animal, dairy and poultry 
sci~r:c~.:>) _ _ ____ _ 

Food Scien_<;e and_Technology 

Plant Sciences (agronomic 
crops) and Horticulture 

Plant Health Sciences 

School of Natural Resources/ 
Soils from Agronomy 

Source: College of Agriculture 

Uni\"ersit)'\\"i<lc rctiren1ent inccn­
ti\·c for n1c1nl"'Crs of the State 
Teachers Rt:tire1nent Systen1. 

or the fa..:tdty in departn1ents 
affected by consolidation. 97 per­
cent \·oted on the proposal. as'.'ioci­
ate dean Stacy \Veislogcl rcponed. 

The College of Agriculture pro­
posal shO\\'Cd that the colle2c "\vas 
not afraid of change and is ;eady to 
111ove into the future:· said Susan 
Huntington. chair of the oversight 
co1n111ittee. 

The con1111ittcc and the Council 
on Acaden1ic Affairs both praL,ed 
the collegc·s c!Tons to get inpul 
fron1 n1any groups. Moser told 
Senate that Agriculture con:-.ultcd 
\vith faculty councils in e\·ery de­
parunent. held foru111s and lO\\"ll 

nit.·e1ing.:-. for sta!T and students. 
and talked \\"ith n1any outside orga­
nizations :-ouch as alun1ni. agricul­
tural busincssc:-. and coinnH.xiity 
organizations such as the pork an<l 
beef gro\\·er:-. a~sociation:-.. 



1 THE OHIO STATE LANTERN, Monday,May23, 1994 

Vet Medicine plan is approved 
Students and staff 
express concerns 
over restructuring 
ByJ.P, Finet 
Lantern staff writer 

The university senate approved 
the administrative restructuring 
plan for the College of Veterinary 
Medicine Saturday despite 
student and faculty protest. 

The apparent lack of student 
consultation duringthe formation 
of the veterinary medicine 
proposal was a concern of some 
StudentAffairs members. 

The council had approved the 
proposal in a seven~five vote. The 
five members who didn't think the 
proposal should be approved by 
the senate wrote a minority report 
and presented it to the body. 

'The minority report objects 
primarily to the flawed process of 
consultation with the students 
and staff in the preparation of the 
plan," said Brian McGee, who 
spoke on behalf of the Council on 
StudentAffairs minority. 

McGee said a "flawed process" 
in the creation of a restructuring 
plan increases the risk of a flawed 
product, should the senate and the 
Board of Trustees approve that 
plan. 

Opposition to the veterinary 
medicine proposal also came in the 
form of a letter signed by eight 
graduate students in the 
Department of Veterinary 
Physiology and Pharmacology. 
This letter was also distributed to 
senate members. 

Noneofthestudentswhosigned 
the letter were present at the 
meeting to discuss it with the 
senate. 

The letter emphasized the 
graduate students' concerns about 
the restructuring plan. These 
included the plan's effects on 
students currently enrolled in the 
programs to be merged, the lack of 
graduate student consultation 
during the plan's formation, and 
the lack of any rationale for 
combining departments in the 
college. 

Glen F. Hoffsis, dean of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
defended the college's proposal by 
asserting there were two student­
elected representatives who 
served on the college's executive 
committee. This committee 
discussed the concepts of the 
proposal. 

Hoffsis said he received a 
petition signed by 263 students in 
the college who supported the 
restructuringproposal. 

Jennifer Ruhl, a member of the 

College of Veterinary Medicine's 
student council, said she felt very 
strongly that students had been 
properly consulted during the 
formation of the restructuring 
plan. 

One student said while he 
appreciated the concerns about 
student involvement in the 
restructuring process, he thought 
students had a greater influence 
on the process than it appeared. 

The restructuring plan for the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
was approved in a 63-28 vote, w:ith 
one senator abstaining. 

The restructuring plans for the 
Colleges of Agriculture and 
Engineering passed easily and 
w:ith less controversy. The College 
of Agriculture's plan was 
unanimously approved, and the 
College of Engineering's plan was 
approved by a vote of 90-2, with 
foursenators abstaining. 
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Biotech revolution criticized 
Faculty at vet. and ag. colleges miffed by Rifkin 's questions 
By J.P. Finet 
Lantern staff writer 

Several hundred people gathered 
in the East Ballroom of the Ohio 
Union Monday night to hear 
Jeremy Rifkin speak out against 
the biotech revolution. 

Rifkin has gained national 
attention as an outspoken critic of a 
bovine growth hormone recently 
approved by the FDA for use in 
increasing the milk output of dairy 
cattle. His speech was sponsored by 
the Student Events Committee and 
The Leaders for the 2 lst Century. 

Rifkin's viewpoint didn't appear 
to go over well with the audience. 
Several faculty members from the 
Colleges of Agriculture and 
Veterinary Medicine have been 
involved in the development of the 
bovine growth hormone. 

2 

"The guy's an idiot," said 
molecular genetics major Steve 
Broglio after hearing Rifkin speak. 
"He tells us that one billion people 
are going to go to bed hungry 
tonight, and he's worried about the 
jobs oflOO,OOOAmerican farmers." 

Rifkin said studies regarding the 
impact of the hormone have said 
one~third of America's dairy 
farmers will be put out of business if 
the bovine growth hormone goes 
into widespread use. He said one 
report regarded this as a "short­
term readjustment." 

The bovine growth hormone is 
also bad for the cattle, Rifkin said. 
He said studies have shown that the 
increased weight of the milk the 
cows will be producing will have an 
ad verse effect on the cow's health. 

Rifkin said these health 

problems will be dealt with through 
the use of antibiotics and that the 
FDA's claim that the antibiotics are 
not passed into milk are false. 

"Do you know how many of the 80 
types of antibiotics which are 
currently being used on dairy cattle 
are tested for by the FDA?" Rifkin 
asked. "Four." 

Rifkin said the bovine growth 
hormone has been allowed on the 
market because several top FDA 
officials who are involved \Vith its 
approval are former employees of 
the Monsanto Corporation. 
Monsanto developed the hormone. 

The FDA officials involvement in 
the hormone's approval was cited by 
Rifkin as a reason why new food 
labeling laws ignore the use of the 
hormone. He said the consumer will 

SeeRIFKIN/Pagetwo 
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have no way of knowing if the 
hormone has been used to 
produce the milk product he or 
she is buying. 

Rifkin has authored four 
books that are critical of the 
modern uses of technology. He is 
also a regular guest on national 
news programs such as "20/20" 
and"Nightline." 
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LOVE OF ANIMALS LEADS TO CREATION OF VETERINARY FUNDS 

COLUMBUS -- Lewis Heldt and his late wife received much joy 

from their long-lived cats and dog. Marjorie Martin devoted much 

of her life to breeding and promoting Maltese spaniels. 

Now, both Heldt and Martin have assured that their interests 

in these pets will be continued and expanded at The Ohio state 

University College of Veterinary Medicine. At its May 6 meeting, 

the university's Board of Trustees established the Heldt Family 

Scholarship Fund and the Marjorie c. Martin/American Maltese 

Association Paladin Veterinary Research Fund with gifts from 

Lewis Heldt and the estate of Majorie Martin. The endowed funds 

will provide money in perpetuity to finance the projects 

specified by the donors. 

Heldt Family Scholarship Fund 

In the case of Heldt, a Toledo resident who donated $15,000 
to the college, his interests include helping students who are 
committed to animal geriatrics and to dealing with the pet owner 
in a compassionate, supporting and consoling manner. Heldt's 
gift is in memory of pets "Cat," "Coco," "Snoopy," "Boots," 
"Charley/Orangy," and "Mama Cat and Four Kittens." Heldt and his 
wife adopted the stray pets during their years as teachers in the 
Toledo Public Schools. 

Heldt says he appreciates the work of the veterinarians who 
helped his pets reach old age. Boots, a cat, died in January of 
kidney failure at age 19. Snoopy, a beagle dog, was 14 years old 
when he died of a stroke. Mama Cat and Four Kittens, adopted 
last year, are now living in Heldt's garage. 

- more -



VETERINARY GIFTS -- 2 

"The 
from Ohio 
my life. 

vets who kept Boots alive during her last 3 years were 
State," Heldt said. "These pets have really added to 
They brought us a great deal of joy." 

Heldt, a 1951 graduate of Ohio State, has set up numerous 
scholarship funds at Ohio State University over the years. "I'm 
so grateful to Ohio State," he said. "I'm doing these things in 
appreciation of all the benefits to me and my family over the 
years," 

"This gift will provide scholarships for students in 
veterinary medicine, particularly those who demonstrate 
compassion for the welfare of pets and people who love animals·,. 
said Glen Hoffsis, dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Marjorie c. Martin/American Maltese Association Paladin 
Veterinary Research Fund 

Maltese and other toy dog breeds will benefit from an 
estimated $300,000 gift from Marjorie c. Martin. The former 
Columbus Public Schools libriarian and dog breeder willed that 
her estate be used to fund research on the various health 
problems of the dogs. 

Martin bred, showed and wrote about Maltese dogs, a toy 
spaniel with long, silky, white hair. She produced more than 40 
champions, was active in the American Maltese Association, and 
authored many articles for various canine publications. She died 
in January 1993 at age 59, following heart surgery. 

"We expect to make many great discoveries over the next few 
years with this money," Hoffiss said. "The Martin and Heldt 
gifts will really help the college. In these tight financial 
times, money is hard to come by and badly needed to both educate 
students and to further new knowledge." 

# 

contact: Larry Rummell, director of development for the College 
of Veterinary Medicine, (614) 292-1171. 

Written by Amy Murray,(614) 292-8385. 
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Academic Affairs says vet restructuring plan flawed 
Plan may be tabled 
for more discussion 
By J.P. Fi net 
Lantern staff writer 

Members of the Council of 
Academic Affairs said the College of 
Veterinary Medicine's restructuring 
plan was flawed because students 
and faculty weren't properly 
consulted during the drafting of the 
plan. 

The council's discussion followed 
a meeting Wednesday with 
representatives from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine to discuss the 

restructuring proposal. The 
proposal must be approved by the 
council before it can go before 
University Senate. 

"How bad does a process have to be 
before we say that it's 
unacceptable?" said Brian McGee, 
the council's graduate student 
representative. 

Members of the council said they 
would like to postpone any decision 
on the plan to seek assistance from 
outside sources in order to find out if 
appropriate consultation with 
students and faculty had taken 
place. 

Many members of the council said 
the college had done a poor job of 
getting facu~ty and student input 

into the plan. 
"! think we should table this and 

ask the Office of Academic Affairs 
how consultation should be 
handled," McGee said. 

Lewis Greenwald, associate 
professor of zoology, said he would 
like time to get Provost Richard 
Sisson's opinion on how the college 
handled the consultation process. 

"If I had this to do over again, 
that's one thing I would change in 
the process. I would have had some 
earlier student-staff-graduate 
student forums," said Glen Hoffsis, 
dean of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. "Certainly in the future 
we will take note of that and get some 
graduate student input, because 

they have some excellent insight into 
where the program is going to go." 

The proposal's impact on the 
current students of the college was 
discussed with Hoffsis and John 
Hubbell, assistant dean of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 

The most controversial aspect of 
the proposal is the merger of the 
departments of Veterinary 
Pathobiology, Veterinary 
Physiology and Pharmacology and 
Veterinary Anatomy and Cellular 
Biology. These three departments 
will be combined into one 
department which has yet to be 
named. 

According to the proposal, those 
students already in the programs 

will still receive their degrees from 
those programs. 

"Even though you are promising 
students that they will graduate, to 
come from a program that gets 
eliminated, may change the value of 
the degree," said Lynne E. Olson, 
associate professor of veterinary 
physiology and fharmacology. 

The counci will vote on the 
administrative aspects of the 
restructuring proposal. They have 
no voice in any changes to programs 
which may result from the 
restructuring process, Greenwald 
said. 

No date has been set for the 
council's final vote on whether or not 
to approve the proposal. 
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Vet faculty voices concerns 
Restructuring woes 
topic of open forum 
By J.P. Finet 
Lantern staff writer 

Veterinary school faculty from 
three programs, set to be merged 
during restructuring, expressed 
their displeasure Tuesday at an 
open forum. 

"I think the faculty, the affected 
faculty at least, are nervous/' said 
Charles Brooks, an associate 
professor of pathobiology. 

1Why are we nervous? No one's 
talking/' Brooks said. "No one's told 
us what our staff positions will be 
after the merger, no one's told the 
graduate students whether their 
fellowships will be continued or 
not." 

11 There has been no open 
discussion on how we will have to 
restructure our research and our 

physical facilities, nothing's going 
on," he said. 

Almost all of the 25 in attendance 
were faculty from the veterinary 
pa tho biology, veterinary 
physiology and pharmacology and 
veterinary anatomy and cellular 
biology programs. The forum was 
held by the University Senate Ad 
Hoc Oversight Committee for 
Restructuring. 

Young C. Lin, chairman of the 
Department of Veterinary 
Physiology and Pharmacology, said 
his primary concern about the plan 
was that representatives of the 
departments to be restructured 
were in the minority in the College 
Strategic Planning Committee. 

Lin said the departments to be 
combined had only one 
representative each on the 
committee, while the other two 
programs in th_e veterinary college 
had two representatives each. 

He said he didn't think itJYaS fa.ir.., 

for a committee with a majority of 
members from other departments 
to be making decisions about how 
the other three departments should 
be combined. 

"We call this administrative 
reorganization, this isn't 
restructuring," said Tom York, a 
member of the oversight committee. 

"It's the business of the 
programatic changes, how the 
faculty is going to be integrated, 
how the curriculum is going to 
change, that's going to take time," 
York said. 

York said the veterinary college 
plan, like most of the restructuring 
proposals submitted by different 
colleges, focused primarily on 
administrative changes. 

He said the proposals would be 
evaluated as an administrative 
reorganization, and the committee 
would indicate what was ·missing. 

SeeVET/Pagetwo 
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York said the committee expected to 
see program and curriculum 
changes within the next two years. 

The committee will make sure 
new programs in the college will not 
be given names that no one else in 
the country will recognize, York 
said. He said it would do little good 
for people to be getting degrees if 
nobody knew what the degree was. 

"I think that it's very important 
to point out that while this activity 
is taking place at a time of financial 
crunch, the motivating factor in our 
review is not economic," said Susan 
Huntington, a member of the 
oversight committee. 

Huntington said the process 
should be guided by academic 
priorities. 
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Woman . leaves dogs c·;o,· 

b.pne worth $300.,009 
By ~•theme Candlsky 
~di Slaff /lqxxter 

·: :!I'he estate of a former .Cohun­
bus Public Schools librarian and dog 
breeder will create a $300,000 en­
daWinent for Ohio State University 
to fund research. on Maltese and 
other small dogs. 

In a will that she wrote days 
before her death last year, Marjorie 
C. Martin asked that most pf her 
assets be used to learn more about 

. various health problems of the dogs. 
: Franklin County Probate .Judge 
Lawrence Belskis said that while the 
will was subject Ill some legal inter­
pretation, he believes that Martin's 
\\ishes are being fulfilled. • 

: ·.:James C. l3ritt Jr., one Bf Mar­
tin's attorneys, said, "She was prac­
tically an internationally 'known 
breeder of Maltese, and she wanted 
her money Ill go toward the benefit 
of Maltese and small dogs with cer­
tain 'kinds of health problems."· 
: Martin worked at the city school 
district's main library, the 17th Ave-
nue Library. -. 
-. She . bred the Maltese, a toy 
gpaniel with long, silky, white hair, in 
a kennel behind her Livingston Ave­
nue home on the Near East Side and 
was corresponding secretary of the 
American Maltese Association. Her 
lllonthly columns on small dogs ap­
peared in such journals as The Tap 
Notch Tays. · 

Martin wrote her will Jan. 3, 
1993, a few. days _before j9ing iJ.!lll 

.'Mooiit Csrnie1 Medical Oenter 'tt 
: heart surgery, Britt said. f3he died 
:. fiJur days later of com"'"-"~- from tcu.. ..............~ 

; "'"' surgery. . i; : In h~ one-page ·typewritten 
.-.will, Martin, who was divorced, di­
; vided her personal belongings 
• among her -grown daughter, three 
• sisters and a kennel keeper. Her 
f home, some rental properties on the 
' Near East Side and other assets, she 
·:·instructed, were Ill go inW the re­
. search fund. 
, The money would be used for 
: ·"research limited Ill problems of re­
·. production, hypoglycemia or risks of 
: surgery and anesthetics in purebred 

Maltese, 7 potmds and tmder," she 
wrote. 

· While Martin asked that the 
Maltese Association oversee the 

·fund, Belskis said the association 
: was not set up for that responsibility. 
He ordered that OSU's College of 

· Veterinary Medicine administer the 
money. Under the order, the tmiver­
sity, however, will report its study to 
the association each year and corisid­
er its suggestions for future grants 
and research. 

The association and the tmiver­
sity consented Ill the agreement. 
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OSU 'aids' in finding vaccine 
By Amy Scott 
Lantern staff writer 

Ohio State might be taking the 
nation one step closer to 
developing a vaccine for the 
AIDS virus. 

The CP-38 compound recently 
developed in an OSU chemistry 
lab is now being used on West 
Campus to make a vaccine for 
feline AIDS, which could lead to 
a vaccine for HIV. 

Researchers are working in 
the College of Veterinary 
Medicine1s anatomy and cellular 
biology labs with the "kitten 
analog of AIDS" called FIV -
feline immunodeficiency virus. 

The research team includes 
James Blakeslee, an associate 
professor of 'cellular biology, 
Aristides Lazo, an assistant 
professor of veterinary anatomy, 
and Matthew Platz, a professor 
of chemistry, whose previous 
research led to the development 
of the CP-38 compound. 

"What we're trying to do is in 
test tubes kill FIV virus," Platz 
said. 

Lazo said Platz was looking for 
a way to test the CP-38 
compound, and FIV was 
proposed because it is very 
similar to HIV. 

"If we can develop a vaccine 
that will be effective to prevent 
FIV infection in cats, a similar 
technology could be used to 
develop an HIV vaccine that will 
protect against Hrv in humans," 
Lazo said. 

He added that the potential 
for CP-38 is incredible. 

"If that compound is effective 
and works the way that we 
expect, there will be a big 
breakthrough in the development 
of vaccines,11 Lazo said. 

There is hope that Ohio State 
could be the first to come up with 
a vaccine. "I wouldn't say it's 
imminent/' Platz said. "I 
wouldn't say it's going to happen 
soon. I wouldn't want to put that 
kind of pressure on myself -
saying I'm going to cure AIDS 
and be the first one to do it, but 
I'm going to try along with Lazo 
and Blakeslee and hope for the 
best." 

Platz said they hope to know 
this summer if they can 
immunize the cats. 

This study is being developed 
in three phases, Lazo said. The 
first phase is being done in cell 
cultures; phase two involves 

introducing the "treated virus" or 
vaccine into cats; phase three 
will be "challenging'' them with 
the live virus. 

"So far the preliminary results 
that we have obtained look very 
promising," Lazo said. "So far we 
think everything is going as 
scheduled." 

Phase two should begin 
sometime in May or June, he 
said. 

Blakeslee said, "You just can't 
say because it works in cats, it 
will work in humans. It will take 
years of experiments." 

Ray Goodrich, an OSU 
graduate and a Cryopharm 
founder, said if the work with 
cats looks encouraging, they will 
eventually apply the same 
methods with viruses that cause 
human diseases. ,, __ 

A similar 
technology could 
be used to 
develop an HIV 
vaccine that will 
protect against 
HIV in humans." 

- Aristides Lazo 

"If it passes this hurdle with 
FIV, it tells us it's worthwhile 
and we would support more work 
with it," Goodrich said. 

The Cryopharm Corporation, a 
California research company, is 
paying for the research. 
Cryopharm also paid for the 
research done in Platz's lab when 
they developed CP-38 and is 
currently using CP-38 in 
research to make blood products 
safer for transfusion medicine. 

Platz said it was his wife's 
idea to do the new CP-38 
research with vaccines. 

"Ray Goodrich, Joan and I 
were talking about this 
transfusion medicine stuff, and 
she said, 'Why don't you guys try 
to make a vaccine?' and we 
looked at each other and said 

'Why not?111 Platz said. 
He added CP-38 could be 

useful in blood sterilization and 
viral vaccines, and the same 
strategy being used for the FIV 
vaccine might also be useful 
against cancer. 

"We might be able to kill 
cancer cells this way and try to 
generate cancer vaccines. We're 
trying to start collaboration 
along those lines with people in 
the cancer center on campus," he 
said. 

"We would, for example, take 
cancer cells out of a patient, we 
would kill them with CP-38 and 
try to use those dead cancer cells 
to stimulate the body's immune 
response to fight the live cancer 
cells in the body." 

Platz said this is the same 
basic principle as with HIV. "We 
would kill HIV with our drug 
and then inject that or some 
form of it (as a vaccine) into 
people or animals. 

"Since we are going to destroy 
the RNA, we will be able to 
introduce the whole virus into 
the individual," Lazo said. "So 
what's going to happen is that 
this will mimic the natural 
infection, It will be dead so it 
will be completely safe, and all 
the proteins necessary to develop 
the immune response will be in 
there." 

"Right now when someone is 
exposed with HIV, there's 
nothing present in the body to 
fight it off," Platz said. "What a 
vaccine would do is put defenses 
in place ready and waiting to 
fight off any live virus that 
happens to enter in the future. 
So it would stop an infection at 
the time of exposure. 11 

·He said the research being 
done at Ohio State is different 
than at other research 
institutions because, "We kill it 
(the virus) from the inside. The 
other people kill viruses from the 
outside in and hope the damage 
to the outside is not so severe to 
prevent an immune response ... 
you need to preserve the outside 
of the virus if you want to make 
an antibody that will be 
effective." 

Helena Pereira, a graduate 
student in chemistry, said she is 
thrilled to be working on the 
project and this progress is good 
even it is only for cats. 

"Saving lives is very exciting,11 

she said, "even if it's only 
ariimals.11 
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OSU's canine blood donors 
ATOHJOSTA1EUNIVERSITY'S 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 15 
greyhounds have settled into 
semirctircmcnt foJJowing a life of 
racing on the tracks. 

Because greyhound racing and 
the cruel fates visited upon many 
dogs after their racing careers have 
become hot issues among animal 
rights activists, some might 
considerOSU's program a rescue 
mission. In fact. there is a medical 
reason why41 greyhounds have 
been accepted in nearly a decade. 

OSU's small animal clink 
conducts a blood donor program. 
and greyhounds frequently have a 
universal blood type that many 
dogs can use. says Cindy EJston, a 
third-year veterinary student who 

manages the program. 
Greyhounds are brought to the 

clinic or recommended by breeders 
or trainers, according to Elston. 
Those whose blood type is not 
universal immediately are put up 
for adoption. 

But dogs whose blood type is 
univcrsa1 are kept for three to four 
years, providing blood for others 
undergoing surgeries or those with 
blood disorders or deficiencies, 
such as anemia and other illnesses. 

Elston and her assistant monitor 
the health of the greyhounds in the 
program and provide treatment, if 
appropriate. Several veterinary 
students volunteer to take out the 
dogs for daily exercise. Most 
donate blood about once a month. 

Many students who work with 
the greyhounds later adopt one. 
Elston keeps a record of each 
greyhound and its prospective 
adopters, both inside and outside 
the veterinary college. Greyhounds 
make great pets, says Elston: "They 
are very mild-tempered and they 
are very lovable." 

Many times, though, 
greyhounds that have spent their 
entire lives at the race track are 
rather withdrawn when they fi"'1 
arrive at the clinic. •'When they 
come in. initially. they're very 
timid," says Elston. It doesn't take 
long. though, for them to warm up 
to those in the clinic and develop 
personalities of their own. 

Local animal rights supporters 

Gndy Elston walking two greyhounds From the OSU College of Veterinary Medicine. 

adamantly oppose legalizing 
greyhound racing in Ohio, but 
find little fault with the OSU 
blood donor program. "In one 
way I'd be pleased to know that 
they're able to rescue some of the 
greyhounds from the track," says 
Gerri Bain of the Capital Area 
Humane Society. 

The blood donor program also 

is not a target of another activist 
group. Protect Our Earth's 
Treasures, according to 
spokesperson Ritchie Laymon. 
"We actually don't speak out 
about that." Laymon says. "It's 
definitely a step up from the life 
that they lived before." 

T Shary Paprocld 
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About 75 percent of Uimbo \Vclkcr's work 
Involves dnlry l'ows, such us this culf. 

Large-animal practitioner 
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Auove Bimbo \Vclker checks u goat with 
unexplained weight loss In a converted gurngc at 
bis clinic. 

LE~T: Lnrgc animal vets work out uf o mobile 
office- their pickup trucks - und must 
remember every drug and tool they'll need before 
venturing ouL 
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By Suzanne Stool 
Disparcll Agribusi11ess Reporter 

t's notajob for the faint of 
heart, or the squeamish. 

For a career tlmt only 
the best an cl biightest 
students e<Ul entet; it is 
decidedly unglrunorous. 

Di.alTheam1d 
reproductive ailments are 
nonnal topics of 
conversation at the dinner 
table. 

Being a lart,rc-unimal vetelinarian 
takes you outdoors on the coldest 
winter nights and the hottest summer 
day• 

Emergencies are U.'l likely to 
happen at 2 a.m. as at 2 p.m. 

And considming the financial 
invesl.Jn1.mt of fow· years ofvetc1inary 
school, the monetal",Y rewards can be 
long in coming. 

But Bimbo \Ve Iker wouldn'tchoose anothel' 
cat-eer for anything. 

Welker,40, is beginning his third year a.s. 
director of Marysville Veterinru",Y Services, a 
branch of Ohio State University's vet college. 
Besides running the clinic a.s a business, 
Welker trains OSU vet students. 

"I hit the jackpot. It's been really rewarding 
for me. Most Wries it's not a job,'' Welker said . 
on a recent cold, December day that took him 
to six fanns in cenb'al Ohio. 

That day, he and OSU vet seniors Marlene 
Newman and Tony Xenikis: 

• fixed a ewe's prolapsed rectum; 
• palpated a cow, which involves reaching 

im rum's length into the cow's rcai·; 
• dehorned calves; 
• checked un umbilical muss on a baby 

ll:una; 
• tended a h01"Se that had ripped her neck 

on a bru11 bolt; 
• made X-111ys of a cow's injured foot in 

preparation for surge1",Y; 
• checked another horse's leg wound that 

was slow to heal (and gladly told the owner the 
problem could be solved and that her horse 
would not have to be put down, us another vet 
told her); 

• made X-rays of a goat with an 
unexplained weight Joss. 

• Welker, who prefers to be c.alled Bimbo 
rather than his given name, which he won't , 
reveal - "if anyone were to put that (nrune) 
into plint, I'd be really (ant,ri'Y)" -i:;aid the 
most challenging p:ut of his job is the time 
spent driving from f:u1n lo farm. 

He e.sLimatcs that a third of his Lime is spent 
in his I.luck/mobile ollice. "In the runount of 
time we spend on the road, a small-mtlmul vet 
could see 12 to 15 cases. You can see why a lot 

1 ff 

\Velker und vet student Marlene Newman make 
an X-ray of llambi's hoof in preparation for 
surgery on the fann. 

(of students) go that way. From a money 
standpoint, you can make a whole lot more 
sitting in an office," he said. 

For a large-animal vet, the tiuck is the 
office. It's also a phru.macy and operating 
l'oom, and when-Welker leaves in the morning, 
his truck had better be supplied with all U1e 
necessm",Y equipment. 

That was a lesson he leai11ed early in his 
cat'Cel'. 

Fresh out rif vetedntUJ' school, Welker was 
called to a faim to conduct sw-gcry on a mare, 

Halfwny tlu"Ough, he realized he had 
forgotten his sutming equipment. 

Improvising, Welker used injection needles 
to make holes for the tlu'Cad. 

"You have to keep your cool and think f8!it," 
Welker said. 

Thirteen years later, Welker doesn't forget 
his sutures anymore. 

Besides making sm-e the truck is stocked 
before leaving the office, Welker thinks through 
the list of necessary equipment again before 
beginning a s\ll'gery on the fann. "It's better to 
have to head back to the office before you've 
started than to 1-ealize in the middle of the 
sm·gm",Y you've forgotten some important piece 
of equipment," he said. 

Nem·ly all his work is done on the road, 
although Welker and the vets who work with 
him, Margaret Mnster~;on and Mary Lou Rings, 
sue a few "patients" in a converted garage. The 
clinic conducted about 150 sw·geiies Just year, 
mostly on the faim. Welk et· wants to sec the 
number of l:>'Ul'l:,'Cl'ies increase. 

When he took over Uie clinic, Welker wa..-; 
chm-ged wlU1 11.mning it like a business and 
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making it pay for itself, someU1ing the clinic \\~J.'l 
not expected to do before. 

"There wa.i; not always a bu ti get c1unch," 
Welker said. 

Being a businessman and a vet has been a 
challenge, he said. "It's been a matter of me 
learning business. They don't teach you about 
business in vet school." 

Wclkerwoulcl like to see that change. Lack 
of business know-how is one of the most 
inhibitive fncto1'8 to vet:a who try to establish 
Uteir 0\\11 practice, he said. 

Because the clinic is run like a business, its 
fees m·e co1npetitive with other vets in U1e 
Mm·ysvil!e areu, he said. Welker is on salary 
fl"Om OSU, however, and doesn't receive a 

percentag-e of the fees. 
Another prut of the clinic's mission is 

teaching OST.I vet students, who each 
spend two weeks in M:u-ysville. 

Startin~ atS a.m. each weekday, 
Welker, Rm gs and Muste1'Son conduct a 
seminm· for the students. By about 9:30, 
U1e vets und students leave the clinic for 
faim visits, which typically conclude by 
about 5 p.m. The number of fa1111s 
visited vmies each day, but averages 
about five. The vets, along with the 
students, take turns bl.!ing on call 
evenin~ and wcekcndii for 
emergencim:i. 

Providing there aren't too numy 
uppointinents for the othm· two vets to 
handle, Welker usually reserves 
Wednesdays for adminislluLive work 
and llips to the Colmnbus campus. 

Once on the fa11n, Welker quizzel> 
the students for their diagnosis and 
suggestions for treatment. He follows 
with his own advice, onen alfuming 
what the student has recommended. 

Having the students along is a help for the 
faimel'S they visit, Wclke1· said. ''The fru1ner 
doesn't have to be there (to help c011'3.I an 
animal). I have help with me with a good 
knowledge base," he said. 

One lesson Welker said he tries to teach 
students is the importance of a good bedside 
manner, or public relations. 

Too often, a vet has the hetU't-wrcnching 
task of telling clients their prize horse or toJr 
producing cow isn't going to make it. 

"The· PR part in a lot of wa~s outweighs the 
vete1inary piut," Welker said. 'Out here, a 

1>111ctice is built on yom· 1-c\ationship wiU1 clients. 
fyou don't have good PH, there's plenty of 

competition." 
While the work lacks glmnour - must lai-ge­

mtlmal vets, including Welker, have taken ut 
least one cow manw-c "shower'' - there u.re 

, good days, Welker said. 
One of those good days just happened. 
For three months, Welker had been working 

with one of Randy Rause h's dail",Y cows. 
This wasn'tjust any cow. Bambi was a top 

producer, averaging 100 pounds of milk per day, 
as oeposed to U1e typical average of 60 pow1ds. 

Even more in1portant was her bloodline. 
Rausch, of Milford Center, Ohio, also sells 
1-cplacemcnt dah",Y stock on the inte111ationnl 
market, and Brunbi was an imp011ant member 
of his bi-ceding herd. 

But her infected hoofwus so painful, Welker 
said, "She was lying around, not eating, losing 
weight." 

1£adier this tnonth the clt>t1S"ion was 1nadc to 
remove a claw. An X-ray, aiul luter U1e sm·gcry, 
was done right on Uw fm111. 

ushe'n 100 percent improved," \Vc!kcr said. 
"I'm ccstnLic about it. ExpccU1Llons weren't that 
good." 
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SyMaryBrldCm•n Veterm· ary medicm· e lJuf'<l/C/i .-ICU/JI /lqlOrl<'f 

~~~Iv~~:~, 
Medicine at Ohio State b O 

in«:r.iL'W '>1-ith the dc~m. 
In l!J.l[i, however, the de.m cl1dn't mmt her- ur any 

m.1111:111 - taking up cla.'lllroom l!pacc. 
\\'hen an ai:Ung dean v.11::1 appomll..'tl, Holll>Cboldl!r firutl!y 

Lim~cn11tyrurlhrt.'CU\Ofit.llll,wrutingfor,1p!accmcnt ecommg 
~~§:or a woman's world 
later, HOU!ieho!dl!!', now 
semiretired in Miumi, has seen 
an exp!ooion in the number of v;oml!n 
cntcnng her alma mater and the nation's 
2ti other \'ctcrirwy l!Chooh!. 

OSU'11 !N~~t lhrec fre;hman 
veterinary cl~ have been at least 
70 pcn:cnt fcrrutle. La .. ~tycar, the cullcgc 
b'l'aduall:d its J ,OC()th wom:IJI. 

MW omen arc looking ror!l:Lti~fying 
r:in't:'r.'I, "!lliid Mmui.'Cn Hunter, 08U'11 
:!7th fonw.11' ~·l'tcrinary h'l'U<luale, in 
\!JGl.i, am! now an adminfatrnWr und 
a."1!istant prof~r in the veterinary 
college. Ml tis ru:ceptable now.~ 

Many oftoday'i; female st.utlcnts, 
Hunter said, have \11lllled to be ve\8 
;;ince grade llChool. 

Karen Bowman, for example, brrL'W 
up rt.'Klllng and curing for Cllttl, dogll, 
snakes and birds. 
. "They ha\·e unconditional love for 
you," said Bowman, a fourth-year 
veterinary stucknt from Columbus. "I 
\\11t1t to give it back to them. I thought 
th!! best Vr'llywas to become a vet." 

Bov.man 1111t1L~ lospcciulizc in feline 
metlidne. 

At OSU's vetcrinuryschool, Hunter 
~aid, womcm hcg-.ui outnumbering men 
in the late 1970!;, 

·nie W!nder 11hi1\ h:L~ ht>cn thiven in 
1rart h>· t.lw chnn,..;ng fo1:us of 1·etcrinu.ry 
nK>tlicme, fmm !arJ.,'C animals to snml! 
onc:i. Many women, Hunter !laid, prefer 
treating smaller animals. 

'""' Df>dC9/lh•/'1f1•h1J·~'~ 
Karen lluwmun cln:cks 11 kl lien 11l !he Colll'gC of Veterinary Medicine 111 Ohio Stale Unh·crslly. 

Lailt year, 69 pen:ent of vetcrinariaflll 
nation11ide trou.U.od small ani.nuW> 
predominantly orexcltL.ffi·cly, acronling to the Am!!ricnn Veterinary 
Ml!dical Auodation. Si.xtcen percent tended primarily large animal!!. 

A second reuson for the gender shift luis been wtlaries: 
Veterinarians earn 11L1btitantially ICM than doctors Md dentii;ta bul 
face similar C!ducational Ci.tit.ti and time conunitmenUt. 

"Men many times fee! pressure to provide a lanro nwnbcr of 
thin!,'ll financiruly," Hwiter Sil.id. "Women don'tfeef thesocinl 
pressure so much." 

The a1·croge starting salary for OSU's 119 veterinary grsduati?s 
this year was tJ0.224 - up $6,000 from four years ago anCI $1,300 
higher than the national iwerage. 

Many graduates, though, find themselves in debt after vet school, 
which at OSU costs $12,000 a year. The average debt for the class of 
Hlffi was S?S,512; although 21 graduated debt"free, 18 owed more 
than $51,00J each. 

Ray!cme Hinely, 26, of PitUlburgh will graduate next year owing 
$l0,000; she expects lo mke a job earning $28,00J to $30,000. 

~It's worth it,~ she Sil.id. "There's a total enjoyment. I can work 
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14, 16, 18 hours, and I love it. You 
feel something inside that tells you 
it's right." -

Classmate Cristj Mobley of 'Tu­
pelo, Miss., may earn considerably 
less than Hinely ne.'d year. She is 
conside1ing a teaching career, which 
requires a medical internship. In­
ternships, she said, pay about 
$17,000 a year. 

"If you're in this for the money," 
she said, "you're in the wrong pro-
fession." ' 

A study by the American Med­
ical Veterinary Association shows 
that earnings don't improve dramati­
cally with time. 

Loving the work, however, 
helps compensate for the low sala­
ries and demanding hours, Bowman 
said. 

She hopes to have a family, even 
while working 10- and 12-hour days. 

"The (marriage) partnership 
has to be very understanding," she 
said. "It will require equal sharing." 

Mobley also hopes to have a 
family, but that goal is on the back 
burner until she establishes herself 
professionally. 

The sacrifice "ill pay off later, 
she said. 

"It's the only profession I could 
imagine waking up 25 years down 
the road and still be enjoying what 
I'm doing." 

• Friday, Nol'ember 19, 1993 
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HOFFSIS NAMED INTERIM DEAN OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

COLUMBUS -- Glen Hoffsis, director of The Ohio State 

University Veterinary Hospital, was formally appointed 

interim dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine by the 

Board of Trustees Friday (10/1). 

Hoffsis, of ASHVILLE, assumed his new duties Sept. 9 as 

head of the third oldest college of veterinary medicine in 

the country and will serve until July 1, 1995, or until a 

national search is completed for a permanent dean. He 

succeeds Ronald Wright in leading a college with 100 faculty 

members, about 520 veterinary students, and about 150 

graduate students and residents. Both men are professors in 

the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences. 
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OSU dean 
• resigns 

after fight 
Hospital director 
will be interim dean 
By Alan D. Miller 
Dispatd1 Hif/10 Eduaition Reporler 

The dean of Ohio State Universi­
ty's College of Veterinary Medicine 
resigned yesterday, three months after 
OSU administrators asked him to 
leave. 

Ronald A. Wiight fought to keep 
the position but said yesterday that 
"the higher administration wanted it to 
happen, and they were going to make it 
happen one way or another." 

Next to keeping the position, he 
said he got what he wanted. Wiight, 61, 
has been granted 
a year of profes­
sional leave, 
which he sought 
in rehun for his 
resignation as 
dean. He "ill re­
turn to the school 
next year as a 
professor. 

Glen F. Hoff­
sis, dh-ector of the Hoffsis 
OSU Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital, was named interim 
dean by Provost Richard Sisson. 

Wiight's plight became a public 
issue in June when veterinary school 
alumni showed up at an OSU trustees 
meeting to complain about chronic 
budget cuts to the school and the 
attempt to force Wright's resignatiori. 

Wiight, who had said he planned 
to retire in 1995, maintained that he 
wasn't told what he had done to prompt 
the resignation request by former pro­
vost Joan N. Huber. 

AssoCiate Provost Edward J. Ray 
said yesterday that evaluations of the 
college and the provost's discussions 
with faculty members during the last 
18 months indicated a need for ·the 
college to take a new direction and. a. 
need for new leadership. , -- , _,, ' ~;-, : 
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"As dean of the college, he accom­
plished many things," Ray said. 

But university administrators de­
cided someone else should lead Ohio's 
only veteiinary college in an effort to 
fine-tune it, he said. 

Hoffsis, 52, will be that leader 
until July 1995 or until a national 
search produces a permanent dean, 
Ray said. Hoffsis joined OSU as an 
assistant professor in 1970, became a 
full professor in 1979 and became di­
rector of the veterinary hospital in 
1991. Hoffsis said he will appoint an 
interim director of the hospital. 

"We have monumental challenges 
ahead of us in the college," Hoffsis said 
yesterday. "The primary challenge for 
us is to deal with the budget. Dean 
Wright did an excellent job of balanc­
ing a budget during each of his 13 
years. The good news is there are no 
deficits to deal with. The bad news is 
we've been handed $372,000 in reduc­
tions for the coming year." 

After numerous cots in the past, 
the only thing left to cot is jobs, he said. 

The college has about 100 faculty 
members, 520 veterinary students and 
150 graduate students and residents. 

"We will be embarking on a new 
struchu-e. We have been working on 
this in response to budget cuts. ... We 
should complete it within the next 
year," Hoffsis said. 

He said the college will implement 
a new curriculum with updated materi­
al and new teaching methods. And he 
will seek to increase researcl> funding 
"and build on our considerable 
strnngth in that area." 

"We still have a very strong col­
lege, and with continued efforts we cail 
regain a position in the top tier of 
colleges in the country," Hoffsis said. 
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Mike Munden Ois,,md1 

A lamb is under surgery at the OSU veterinary hospital. 

Dean blames budget for 
OSU's vet school woes 
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Broken equipment symbolizes troubles hanging over college 
By Alan D. Mlllor 
lM/>Jlc/I /l/flu'r f:tiiful•~I /kpJrl<T 

The dean or Ohio's only vcU!ri· 
nury rollcge wa.~ !>>1-eating air.Un !:t"t 
week. 

But Ronald A. Wlight's di<;COm­
fort had !res to do with Ohio State 
Unfrernity'.s efforts to forre hi." res· 
ignation thnn 1\ith a problem that 
has nagged him, faculty am! slll· 
dents for ycru-s: 

The 3!).yeiir-0ld llir-conditioning 
system in Sb:son Hall, the eollcgt'!'S 
administration building, was broken 
airJ.in. It ww1 90 degrees ouUiide -
and al !t!li:;t that hot irn1ide. The 
system had been broken fo1· tll'O 
weeks, and neither new purls nor a 
repairman V.'a.-> in sighL 

A new air conditioner ill out of 
U1e qul.'lition. There's no money. 

A block away, at the \'eLC!1inm-y 
teaching ho.;pili.tl, pmfom>r Miclmcl 
Podell again found that the 1u .. 1we1-y 
ward for animal palicnts was sn ro!d 
he no loni.,rcr could keep :mirnals in iL. 
,\ >"('j~imlc nutlfunclinn \\~~" al fault 
:mcl had wme imrep:tin.'11 for mrn'l' 

than a wuek. 
W1ight blaml!S thoi;c prublcm.~ 

:mcl m:mv others cited in l"Cccnt 
l'l'\iev.'ll nf thl' college on bud~ mti:; 
orcr Uie p:L~t SC\'uml Yl!lll'l:l. 'l he ~11L~ 
were pai;.~cd to the college aR(•r 
lei.,'illl:1tors trying to bal:ince the 
sl:lte budget reduced OSU's st:1tc 
aid. 

OSU P1m•1)1lt ,Jo:m N. Huber 
:md Ptt.~ident Go11kin Gee ~uggt~L 
U!Ut the Vell!lirullJ' Cullei.,rc's /lmiJ· 
)um mny ho Wl'ighl. With ;(•p'i; 

cnncmTcnce, Huber cal!ecl Wright 
into her office in May and IL~kt~l him 
lo either 1u;ign m· fati' U1c 1~111.~ihili· 
ly or being fo11.L~I ouL 

Wiib'hL. 61 and in his l:llh year 
;L~ dcan, rcfu.~ to resign. Huber's 
oflke is Jt.'licwing the collel{I! and 
W1ighl't. pc11'ot1nimt'C' iuul i~ i;olicil· 
ing wmmenti; tuul k•tkt"S fa1m1 \'Cl· 
eiinary school faculty. The l'C\icw ~~ 
nothing pel':lonal, Gee si1icl, :mrl 
should be done before the end of 
summer. 

"I'm very fond of Ron," Gee 
sWd. ''What we're talking about here 
is overall leudmhip of the college 
and how it relates to the university.'' 

Gee said recently the action 
~'llinst \Vright was taken for seveml 
1-ea.."Clll' but \\'\!); ba.~11 lwl,<ely on Uic 
re;u!L~ of reviews of the rollege';; live 

Hoffsls 

dcr~u'lmcnL"-. 
gach de· 

partnwnt Wll!I 
t'Cvie\\·l•d Lwit'C 
dwing tl1e p:~~t 
two. yruu'l:l. One 
J'el'tew Wl\l' 
done by rm.'Ulty 
members, and 
the other wa~ 
done hy ex­
pett." from oul· 

side Ohio Slate, mooUy 1n1lres."!!1~ 
fallm some uf the n11tion'!I 2Ci other 
velc1inm'Y co!!L'h'C.~. 

"! tt!IK! Ull' l'l'Jlm'l!I, aml only onc 
of the IO \l11ll JHtlly ciiliml ur tlie 
dean," said Glen F. Ho!T~h;. clii'l'l:tm· 
of the OSU Vetedm1ry Teaching 
HOlipitnl. "When I l'l'.all Ult' n·r1m1!1, 
I t'llW hmlJ.,'1.'l nmUct-s ;~~ Uie t,1m111nu 
Uieuw. 

"When lht• pi1111i:-l l'l.oml Uwm, 
sh~ ~~pp:U\'ntly ;;all' :1 tack of le;ulci·· 
slup. 

Tlw l'C\1l'I\' of llw ll1.·1~u'lmcnt 
of Vc•l!'1in:u·y Anatomy and ('co!)ufal' 
Biology by a temn (mm oubidt• U1L' 
t'()llL'gl' founcl tlll' ck·i~u'lnwnt "!<UI'· 
fcling from u l.t'iiihk'. t'H'll 1~1ml,\'7.· 
ing, mo11de pmhlem." 

The l'l'IHWl ~1icl Wiight hml ·~­
!owt~l lhe dt•p:utnn•nl lo foundc•r 
ancl ciiticiri~l him nw not t•mph1L~ir.­
ing tlw slncly or m~1tomy mm'C. 

The intcnnJ l'Cl'it'll' uf U1e de· 
r~u'lment m:uk• no rlfrt'l'L nwntion or 
tl1e chm, Jn.~t1wl. it ~·t·mNl to sllg· 
i.,re:;t Urnt till' cle1~01nwnt's pmhk·111s 
\\'Cl'(' ruotl1! in ll faihU'C or U!l' tl10. 
1nntnwnt'~ r1wully tn n~·ognb• 11 
dear mii;.~inn aml achit•ve iL Al· 
Umugh tl1c l'l'J~i1t tinup!airll~l tlmt 
U1t• 1~r~·u1mrnl ch~11't h111t.• rnnuJ.!h 
full-tinw fHcully, il :ilso sugi.,'1.~~lt•d 
that wme faculty memlX!l-s m'Cn'L 
pulling Uicir wdgh!. 

Nt'lu·ly a month allcr tl1c Vt'Wl"· 
irnU".)' Colfogc !J·ouhk~ ht.'C;Unt' puh· 
lie - Wh('ll 11lmnni t11mplaim~I to 
OBU l!:u><tt'l.o;; 11bout Lhu way Wright 
V.1L~ being ll'Cllle(I - Wiight Ntid hu 
still has not been tole\ hy UJC pmvo;;l 
spccificrtlly why he is under fu-e. 

"The inlerruil 1'CVim~-,; M~l'C done 
ut my request," Wdghl said. "Maybe 
it was my own demire. J wnnted to 
know how U1ings wet'C going, and if 
)~lU IL'ik p<.'(Jp]l' how tl1ey feel, U1ey 
m'C i.,'lling to wn ymi. 

"With :tll U1e hudgl'L pmhlt!m~, 
Uri.' 11~L'> j)llll~1hly ll bml timc to 1L"k," 

Pl'lcle.clf osu•s ·vet school 
'h'/;c•,)'•'• "' -~- ' >''"' ' '' 

Over tho yoiw, Ohio Sta/o Un/WJrsl/y has prodwod moro than 8,000 
vatrlrinarlanis;SM!O of lham oonarotad rasaarch, proctJssos, 
tochnlquos ormodlclnos that brouqhrprostfoo to both thom and tho 

'coJlaQo:i-:if:.~-0::j /''{:~_<:-, - ,- _,, 
• Alchurd Olso_n nnd collonguos at OSU dovolopod o. 

-, vaoclno fotfoUno loukomln !n tho oar1y 19601. It Wll!I o. 
'major scionul!c broaklhroogh and added to OSU's 
_ ru60orcil roputntion. Tho Votnrlnruy Collogo utill 
rooolvoi; royaltios of about $700,000 11 yoaroo l:llllos of 

,, loukom!n vaccine woOdwldo. , , 

T II • J: 
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~ 

-~ti Vutorinar/ profouors are doing AIOS-rolntod rosoarch by looking at 
- :v1r:o.1_lmmunodol'icl41l'lclusln_unlm_al1._',_ ,_ __ _ ::, 
_:,: .~supilm~'slla'On iii 1'9'10 wrolo _71ioAriotolnYot DomostlcAnlmals, 11. 

< textbook8tlll In use at OSU and vojorlnary collogos around tho world, 
__ The Vo_torlnruy Coll119e admln~tration _buttding boarlng his namo was 

dodicnlodJri 1_959.''.-;,_-:,;p;" ----- -: - . 
• eo~med ~Ut untra!nod praelitionor&, H.J. Dutmers. chiot of 
votorinary.modicino when the CSU vol echool was founded, usod hlG 

- lnfluonco to porsuado tho_Jagielnturo Jn 1694 to pass Ohio's firot 
-votorlnasy PrDCtlco Act- throo yOMi beforo rogulo.tion of tho prnetk:o 
of human modidno. 
• Mark Francis, tho first OSU voturinary gradualo, wont on to bu!kl ono 
_of tho most lmpro611lvo caroors !n Amoricun votorinaiy modk:ino, 
according to tho collogo history book. Ho oraduatod In 1687 and Jator 
11orvocl as dean of tho Schoo! of Votoriruuy Mod!dno ol Taxos AS.M 
Unlvorslty, Whore ho holpod dovolop ways lo oHminato Toxrui cattlo 
favor; It rovitallzod tho catllO Industry in tho South and Wo1t. 
So<.rOOl:OSt.I 1Jtx,,.u<h1roplok 

he ;;aid. "When \'<1\1 hU\'(' to on:hc:;. 
tmll' more than $1 million in hudj..'t'L 
mt.~, you hiivc to nmkl' 1lLii~iu1i~ U1al 
1rnn'L make people lmppy." 

E1·cn U1ough thl' Ame1fom Vcl· 
Clinrn-y Medical A.~1i1tinn g:11·c U1L' 
OSU veteiinary !1cl100! "limill~I ac· 
t1'l'ditation" anei· ll 11.'(\'lll 1t•1icw, 
officinl~ ~iid it conlinU(';; to ]l(_• one of 
the most rt!l'ercrl in thl' country. 

The pmblcms that kil tu U1c 
l'l~hK"Cd UCCl'l'llilalion 11'('11' IUO$ll)' 
hmliwtrn•y :me\ l~Ul Ix• t'l.,;oolw~I by 
spending money to make J'l')l<tit-s uml 
upgrade facilities, said Eclw;ml 
Am~ ttn l~%<K'ialion offidal. 

llofflii.~ s:1id 11nh'L•1-sity uffil'ial.o;, 
LilllCl.'!'ned about till' al'cn.'ditalion 
st.atui;, arc rn·ol'icling 1·cno1•:1tiun 
money to make U1e J'l'/~1i1-s i:i~1n. 

f1rfl.~tK>tlil'e ~tu~ ('11~ fati' ~tiff 
t'lllllfK'LiLiun lo IK• ;imuui.; Uw lt:"i h1 
1'nlt•r llll' p1w,:1~un 1•:1d1 ,1·1~u-. :uu! 
:«llllt' w;1il yt•:u.,; lo g1:ot in. 

1'he ~\)(Kil al-;u l~L"- nn tnlllhlt• 
:tlll~tl1.ini.; 1~1tient:;. 

.lo;mrw F:1hh1110 dnil'!' tu till' 
\'t•ll'liflil!')' lul"pi1:1l rmm lh(' l'i!!~ 
hmJ,:h ~uhtwh of Ddm11nl h't 11·1·l'k 
l~'<rnL"<' lwr l:l·v<'rn··old hi.'h ~·Ill'!'. 
Mm\, hml 1111 ai>1~1inlnwnt 1,i!h !Jr. 
l'<Kfl'JI. 

pl),]ell 1\•mm•c1! 11 t111111w rmm 
i\thL'\'., lm1i11 h'\l .\'Clll", and i! 111L' 
ti1Hc fiw u dwc:kup. l L 1111...:. tlwir 
fourth trip thL~ ~'l'iU', and i\.fa\ ap­
])('tu~ to h:t1't' :'<.J!lll' 0U1t•1· mt~lit~il 
pmblL•ms U1al might l'-~111b\• {'l'{'ll 
lll<lli' I.lip,; to Colurnhuh. 

"I wiL~ n·f1•r11•1l lwn· liv tnl' 
1·t'Le1ina1ian, nml I tt•ll ('\'('l'\:om• '1 
wnuhl l'l'l.i1mm1.•11d il. 'l'lw,I' 1u;, 11<11!· 
1k•1fu! hc11'," F:ihiaun ~tid. 

Tiit• !uk~pit~il. ~!:tITM! h.I' n111n.I' ul' 
till' lrnl fa(11ll\' nwmlx•1-s iu tht• 1111-
k>i..<e and l"Hn1.' ur U1t• f>llll st11il1•n!:., i~ 
wl'll-<t.;i_~l hy tlw (iJUm1unil.r. tm. It 
!J'l'aL« tnOl'l' Utan Ul,000 small :mi­
nmL.;, !1,iiOO hnl');{~ and :!,(HH) cattl!' 
mid ulhei· faiiu aninml~ 1•ad1 .ne.u-, 
Ho!T~L~ slid. 

Mcko;l art• l"l'fcn\~l hr 1'dt•1imu·­
ians in ptivatc p1'Ul'lit-c. Or the h(l>'jli· 
li.J'i; $f1.!i million rnum:J bmlh'l't. all . 
but $1 million came fmm patit'Hl 
fel'S. 

The OSU vetminm·y colll'b'l! L~ 
the notion's ~nd-okjel'l i>t:1tr-a~­
i;L~te(l l'Chool, roumk1! in lkxr1. Oiw 11!. 
Jm;.~1 St;it<! Unive1~ity \\%~ roum!t~d 
in 18W. 

The ~chief' or wk•li111u·1• Ul(11i· 
d1lt' :1l U1e lime, pllirt"'°"11• mi(! vt'lt•i .. 
inuriun 11..J. Delnll'l's, stl'ugglec! 
with prnble111s uot unramiliar lo 
Wlig!il. 

"At /nt..."'Cnl, I shall Ull! :l'\11 ro1· 
U1c t~lah i~lnnenl of a fully l~inipj)('d 
l'cll'tfo1u·y h!~;pila) bul unly rm· Mich 
fadlit.ic.~ :L~ rn'l' ah1<olut1•lv lll't.'l'!'.."<U"\' 

mu!, :1l the ~111\l' time, will mlL"I°' lniL 
litUl• ('.~Pl'll>'I.'," Dl'ltnl'l'S Will((' {II lht> 
nuivl•i-sily tmslt•('); iu l&iii. 

l!il' list induil1•il instnmwn1.'\, 
t11ob and uu~lit'i1w:.:, :tn!l ;i (-h/,:1.•t lo 
!1ick tl1em in. lfo n.~kt~l for a di~JK'n· 
;;ary mal a lt'clm·u "mm fui· hi~ 
ch;:;,;~. whkh 11111gl1l in l'i11• fmm 
three t.n six stnrlenL"-. 

"I twmot makt' an :1ct1u11lu esti­
mate of the nmount of muncy nel1k~! 
to pmcure tl1e tl1ings above uskt'll 
for hut foul confident that im applll· 
priution of, s1y, $200, 11ill t~l1·e1· the 
whole," Detmcrs L'()nclmled. 

HL~ ~11Cte; .. "-Or :md th(• t'Ollegc's 
lil'l>t offidnl dean, D:tvicl S. White, 
lalt'r indicatl'll in hL'> \11ilini..ri; tlmt 
the tni~tees were not altogether 
~ympnlhelit to11~u1\ the nct~L~ of the 
ncclgling prow11111. 

Dming tl1c fimt fil'c y1.'m'!i, tlw 
"~!J11gi.;k· rm· c.~bU.•11c1~ or (()w \'[>\(•ii· 

tlat)' dt·r~u'lnll'ntl t~ h~l 1~1lht'lit' to 
t1•l11!1'," While wmlto. 
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Events 
surprised 
vet dean 
OSU)s T#ight says 
resignation request 
still baffles him 
By Alan D. Miller 
Dispatch Higher Education RefXJTter 

The call came without warning 
one day about three weeks ago, said 
Ronald A. Wright, dean of the Col­
lege of Vete1inary Medicine at Ohio 
State Universitv. 

Provost .Joan N. Huber asked 
him to resign. 

He refused and even todav is 
1msw-e why she asked. ' 

"It came out of the blue. Them 
was no prior disc11.<sion that there 
were any problems. She asked me if 
I would resign or undergo a facultv 
rnliew," said W1ight, 61, dean of the 
veterinary school for 13 years and a 
faculty member for 23 years. 

He told university officials a 
year ago that he planned to step 
down as dean and possibly retire 
fi·om the tmh·ersity \vhen his five­
year appointment ends in 1995. 

Yesterday, he said he will step 
down this year if the 105 facultv 
members request il He said lette1:S 
from faculty members evaluating his 
pe1fo11nance ru-e due back to Huber 
the university's second-highest offi'. 
cial, by Tuesday. 

Huber rnfused to answer ques­
tions about the matter. Stephen 
Sten-ett, director of university news 
services, i-esponded for her. 

"The dean has not resigned and 
has not been fired," Sterrett said. 
"The Office of Academic Affairs . is 
prepruing to do a midterm review." 
He wouldn't say what prompted il" 

"Concerns have been raised, but 
they are not allegations or charges" 
of a ciiminal natm-e, Sten-ett said. 
"I'm sru-e there will be a full discus­
sion with the dean about the con­
cerns that have been raised." 

IB 
11 Wednesday, June 9, 1993 

Wright said Huber told him 
"there \Vere conce1TIS, and the ad-
1ninistration \\<Ulted a change." 

He said cuts in the state subsidy 
to OSU and subsequent cuts in the 
veterinru·y school budget, followed 
by a i-educed national acci-editation 
status, have ci-eated some wn-esl 

"I don't know what precipitated 
the adminisb-ation's action, but if it 
was budgetru·y, I have little conb'OI 
over that," Wright said. 

The OSU veterinru-y school, the 
only one in Ohio and one of 27 in the 
counh-y, has grnduated more than 
6,000 rnterinarians since 1887. 
W1ight is an1ong them. 

Some alunmi ru-e steruned about 
the way Wright has been h-eated. 
'I\\·o told wlivei-sity b'IStees that last 
week. 

The Ameiican Vete1inru·y Med­
ical A..<sociation b-aditionally has giv­
en the college full acci-editation but 
ga,·e it linlited acci·editation aftei· an 
inspection in May 1992. 

The main reason, the associa­
tion's report said, is inadequate 
funding. The only other deficiency it 
listed was inadequate maintenance 
and custodial S€l"lices, which \V1ight 
said also is i-elated to budget cuts. 

"The College of Veterinary 
Medicine sb·engths ru·e identified as 
a quality faculty, its i-eseru'Ch pro­
gram, patient care, liaison \vith 
alunmi and organized state vete1i­
nru-y medicine, suppo1t staff, gi-adu­
ate and residency progrruns and con­
tinuing education," the association 
review terun wrote. 

"Weaknesses ru-e a lack of suffi­
cient laboratories, office and class­
room space; inability of faculty. to 
generate exh'amural funding; out­
dated equipment; slow development 
of computerized media; inadequate 
operating support for. the mission of 
the college," the terun wrote. · 
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Budget cuts hurt vet school accreditation, officials say 
By-D.MIUer 
Dispatch Higher Educalion Reponer 

Budget cuts played a prut in a reduced 
national accreditation status for Ohio State 
University's College of Veterinary Medicine, 
officials said yesterday. 

Ohio's only veterinary scltool traditionally 
has received full accreditation from the Ameri­
can Veterinary Medical Association in Chi­
cago. After a review last year, it ga\'e the OSU 
school "limited accredita!i-On" and cited defi­
ciencies that must be corrected to regain full 
status. 

The cuts were cited by veterinary alumni 
\vho spoke last week to uniYersity trustees 
about the \'eterinary scltool's financial condi­
tion and about the university administration's 
request for the resignation of veterinary 
sehool Dean Ronald A. "\ighl 

"Speaking for the alumni group, \\'e're 
concerned that if we continue \\ith significant 
budget cuts, we won't be able to con-ect the 
deficiencies and we could lose accreditation," 
~filton \~man, associate dean emeiitus of the 
college. said yesterday. \~man was one of 
those who expres...<-.ed concern to the trustees., 

Students who attend unaccredited schools 
are ineligible to take tests required for a 
license to practice veterinary medicine, he 
said. 

OSU is one of 27 uniYersities in the 
country \\ith an accredited Yeterinary school. 
Four others haYe limited accreditation, said 
Edward Ames, a director of the veterinary 
medical association. The others are Texas 
A&M University, Oregon St.ate University, 
\Vashington State University and the Univer­
sity of Florida, he said. 

Budget cuts were common to all fh·e 

schools' reduction in accreditation status, 
Ames said. 

"In a time of diminished economic. re· 
sources such a.s this, it is not easy for schools to 
keep up," Ames said. "All schools on limited 
accreditation have been handed substantial 
reductions in revenue." 

OSU Provost Joan N. Huber is preparing 
to conduct an internal revie\\· of the \'eterinary 
sehool. Questions about \\light's future at the 
college \\'"ere directed yesterday to Huber, but 
she did not return a reporter's calls. 

\\~ight also did not rettn11 calls yesterday, 
and other uni\'eJ:sity officials could not immedi­
ately produce a copy of the association's accre­
ditation report. 

\Vyman, who maintains an office at the 
uniYersity, said the de.ficiencies are all budget­
related. The report cited deficiencies in facili­
ties, equipment and houEekeeping and said 

that funding was inadequate for one of the 
programs, he said. 

Students still will receive a good educa­
tion, he said, but not llllder optimlllll condi­
!i-Ons. 

"Ohio State is one of the top five veteri· 
nary colleges in the country. It has a top 
faculcy, a good rese;rclJ group, and people who 
are dedicated to their students. It's not for a 
lack of.e.xcellence but a lack of money that \\'e 
haYe thls situation," \\1rman said. 

The veterinary coll~ budget was cut by 
7 percent la.5t year, a higher percenlag<! than 
m0:.'i. other colleges and more than any other 
medical college at OSU, according to uni\'ersi­
cy records. 

''\Ve didn't do that cut becatL<:e we wanted 
to," said \Villiam J. Shkurti, OSU vice presi­
dent for finance. 

State budget cuts forced the is...<;Ue. he said. 
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Alumni blast OSU for veterinary school woes 
By Steve Stephens 
Dispa1d1 Staff Rrpona 

The Ohio State Unh·ersity vet­
eiinary school is going to the dogs 
and its dean is being thrm\11 to the 
wolves, veterinarians told the uni­
\·en;ity's board of t:ru.,c:tees yester­
dav. 

• }.filton \Vyrnan, as...~te dean 
emeiitus of the OSU College of Vet­
eiinary 11edicine, and \Villiam De­
Hoff, a Yeterinar.r school alwnnu..", 
said they SJXlke at the urging of the 
\·eterinary school's alumni a....:;.socia­
tion. 

Ronald A. \Vright. dean of the 

veteiinary school for 13 yea.rs. was 
asked to resign two weeks ago. two 
years shorl of retirement, the~· said. 

Wyman would not "speculate on 
the reasoru; behind the reque:;t." 

Alwnni are concerned about the 
"manner, style, attitude and lack of 
respect shO\\ll in asking for the res­
ignation" of the dean, De Hoff added. 

The problems at the veteiinary 
school extend beyond the reque:;t for 
\Vright's resignation, he said. 

"He is just the lightning rod that 
has brought alwnni fi:om aCl'()N: the 
country to their feet." 

The veterinary school suffered a 
7 percent budget cut last ~-ear -

more than other medical programs 
at the uniYei'Sity, DeHoff said. 

"We find we're on a lifeboat, and 
we're not sure the lifeboat is seawor­
thy," he said. 

As the state's only veterinary 
school and one of just 27 in the 
United Stares, the school should not 
face bigger cuts than the university's 
other colleges, DeHofI said. 

The alumni association wants 
more input into veterinary school 
decisions, he said. "The reputation of 
the college is felt to reflect the 
personal reputations of the (alwnni) 
,·eteiinarians." 

The university officials refu._<>.ed 

to comment, e.xcept to Lc;.sue a state­
ment that the uni'·ersity is "wiew­
ing the C-Ollege of Vetirinary i\1edi­
cine and its leaden;hip." 

\\light, who has not resigned. 
makes $109,30S a year. As a tenw-ed 
faculty member, \Vtight could re­
turn to reaching, £!\'en if he gives up 
his position as dean. 

\Vright is out of tm\11 and un­
a,·ailable for comment, the ,·eteri­
nary sehool &lid. 
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(LO-CM,HT) 

COLUMBUS -- Four Ohio State University alumni will receive 

Distinguished Alumnus Awards from the College of Veterinary 

Medicine on June 10. They are Ronald M. Bright of KNOXVILLE, 

Tenn.; Arthur w. Fetter of DOYLESTOWN, Pa.; Lawrence E. Heider of 

CHARLOTTETOWN, Prince Edward Island, Canada; and Earl o. Strimple 

of CHEVY CHASE, Md. 

They will receive their awards at the oath and hooding 

ceremony at 4 p.m. in Mershon Auditorium, where 122 graduating 

seniors will take the veterinarian's oath and receive the 

traditional academic hoods. 

After receiving his D.V.M. degree from Ohio State in 1966, 
Bright earned a master's degree from Colorado State University in 
1974. He has since served in private practice, the military, and 
in academia. Bright's main area of research interest is 
gastrointestinal diseases. 

Recipient of many awards, including the Outstanding Small 
Animal Clinician Award from the University of Tennessee, Bright 
currently serves as professor and director of surgical services 
at the University of Tennessee. 

Fetter received his D.V.M. degree summa cum laude in 1961, 
his master's degree in 1968, and his doctoral degree in 1970 from 
Ohio State. He has since worked at Ohio State, the University of 
Pennsylvania, the U.S. Air Force, and the pharmaceutical company 
Rhone-Poulenc Rorer, Inc. 

His research interests have included orthopedic diseases, 
with an emphasis on orthopedic prostheses. Currently, Fetter 
serves as the senior vice president of worldwide drug safety for 
Rhone-Poulenc and is responsible for preparing all of the 
preclinical safety data for the Federal Drug Administration and 
international regulatory agencies. 

- more -
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Heider received his D.V.M. degree from Ohio State in 1964 
and returned as a faculty member two years later. Presently dean 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine in Prince Edward Island, 
Canada, Heider has held and continues to hold many positions of 
honor within the veterinary community, including the role of 
diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Preventive 
Medicine. 

Reider's research interests have included heard health, 
mastitis research, and antibiotic residue in milk and milk 
products. 

After receiving his D.V.M. degree from Ohio State in 1964, 
Strimple founded the MacArthur Animal Hospital in the Washington, 
D.C., area. A co-founder and director of PAL (People - Animals -
Love), Strimple has been very active in establishing therapy to 
raise the self-esteem of incarcerated teenage boys through an 
involvement in clubs focused on animal stewardship. 

Strimple has been widely recognized with awards for his 
humanitarian efforts. He was the recipient of the 1988 Leo K. 
Bustad Award and the 1989 D.C. Academy of Veterinary Medicine 
Award for outstanding work in the study of human/animal bonds. 

Contact: Marlyn Wyman, College of Veterinary Medicine, (614) 
292-1171. 

Written by Sarah Williams. 
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OSU, vet student each 
claim victory in lawsuit 
By llm Doolin 
Dispatch Higher Education Reporter 

Ohio State University is claiming 
victory in a legal battle with a veteri­
nary student who sued the university 
to establish alternative classes that 
don't require veterinary students to 
practice surgery on healthy animals. 

However, Jennifer Jo Kissinger, 
a fourth-year veterinary student, said 
she accomplished her goal when 
OSU established the alternative 
classes this fall - IO months after she 

· filed the lawsuit. 
In denying Kissinger's request to 

have OSU pay her legal fees, U.S 
District Judge George Smith said a 
university is not obligated to struc­
ture its classes to confonn to a stu­
dent's religious and personal beliefs. 

"The court recognizes no right, 
constitutional or other.vise, of a stu­
dent that requires an educational 
institution to tailor its curriculum or 
method of teaching lo that student's 
personal beliefs, particularly where 
attendance at the educational institu­
tion is purely at the will of the 
student," Smith said. 

"An educational institution has 
a strong interest in developing a 
standard curriculum for all students 
to follow, without numerous individ­
ual exceptions to fit individual beliefs 
which might compromise the quality 
of the education or the reputation of 
the institution. Students have no 
right to tell their teachers how they 
are to be taught." 

OSU views Smith's decision as a 
reaffirmation that universities are ha­
vens of academic freedom. 

Kissinger was unfazed. 
"My main goal \Vas to see an 

alternative curriculum developed so I 
and others like me could get through 
school, and that has happened," Kis-

singer said. 
The dispute between Kissinger 

and OSU arose fall quarter 1990. 
Kissinger was enrolled in a surgical 
techniques course that required stu­
dents to operate on healthy animals 
that were later put to death. Kissin­
ger refused to operate on the ani­
mals, saying it \Vas against her beliefs. 

The university planned to give 
Kissinger a failing grade in the 
course, which is required before tak­
ing fourth-year courses, when she 
filed a civil lawsuit against OSU on 
Nov. 30, 1990. 

Smith blocked the university 
from failing Kissinger and encour­
aged both sides to work out an agree­
ment. Last spring, OSU announced 
alternative classes for veterinary stu­
dents who oppose learning surgery 
and techniques on healthy animals. 

The new classes pennit students 
to learn surgery primarily on cadav­
ers and on Jive animals that need the 
surgery. 

Kissinger, who is to graduate in 
December, was the only student who 
took the alternative classes this year. 

University officials denied that 
the lawsuit forced OSU to establish 
the alternative classes. 

The university plans to keep the 
courses, said William R Fenner, as­
sistant dean for student affaiis and 
admission in the veterinary medicine 
college at OSU. 

"In fact, we have three students 
who probably will be enrolled in it 
next year," Fenner said. 

"It is a regular part of the curri­
culum. Like any new program, we 
want to make sure it is accomplishing 
what we expect it to accomplish from 
an educational standpoint. That is to 
offer quality of education equal to 
that offered in the standard curricu­
lum." 
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Judge: challenges to vet med 
curriculum unconstitutional 
By David Sonderman 

A U.S. District Court judge ruled 
February 27 that a veterinary medicine 
student has no constitutional right to 
require a change in the curriculum at Ohio 
State. The ruling reaffirms a well-recog­
nized doctrine by the courts that universi­
ties are havens of academic freedon1. 

"Students have no right to tell their 
teachers how they are to be taught," 
District Court Judge George C. SmitlJ 
\vrote in his decision. · 

The case resulted from Jennifer 
Kissinger's claim that the College of 
Veterinary Medicine's curriculum went 
against her religious beliefs. The college 
requires· students in their third year of study 
to perform surgical procedures on live 
animals ac(iuired for educational ·purposes. 
The animals are anesthetized during 
surgeryj and subsequently euthanized. 

In Novemb6r 1990, Kissinger, a senior 
from Washington, D.C., filec;l a civil lawsuit 
against the University in U.S. District 
Court. Although not formally withdrawn, 
Kissinger has not pursued the 'suit since the 
College of Veterinruy Medicine offered 
Kissinger, and any othef student, an 
alternative curriculum that did not include 
operations on animals. , 

Kissinger's attorneys filed a motion for 
reimbursement of·Kissinger's legal fees 
frcim Ohio State last April. According to 
federal law, when the plaintiff of a civil suit 
wins, either by a court decision or by an out 
of court settleip.ent, the plaintiff is entitled 
to seek payment from the defendants for 
legal fees. In order for the court to award 
such payments, certain criteria must be met 
and the court must. deem the award .. just." 

When determining ihe validity of a legal 
· fee reimbursement, the law requires the 
plaintiff to meet two criteria: ( l.) that the 
law suit involved was causally related to 
obtaining the relief involved; and (2.) that 
there is a "minimum basis in law" for the 

relief requested in the complaint. 
In the Kissinger case, Smith assumed 

that the offering of an alternative curricu­
lum \Vas a result of the lawsuit. However, 
Smith determined that there was no 
minimum basis in Jaw for the relief 
obtained. "In other words, Judge Smith 
found that the University was legally 
pennitted to require students to follow the 
regular o~ alternative curriculum," says 
James Pohlman, special counsel to 
Attorney General Lee Fisher and trial 
auomey for Ohio State. 

Because Kissinger's claim did not meet 
both criteria, and reimbursing her legal fees 
would thus have been unjust, Smith ruled 
in favor of the UniVersity. In his conclusion 
on the decision, Smith wrote:' 

"The court recognizes no right, constitu­
tional or otherwise, of a student that ~equires 
an educational institution to tailor its 
c1,1niculum or method of teaching to that 
student's personal Oeliefs, particularly where 
attendance at the educational institutioil is 
purely at the will of the student. An educa­
tional institution has a strong inierest in 
developing a standard curriculum for all 
students to follow, without numerous 
individual exceptions to fit individual beliefs 
which might compromise the quality of the 
education or the reputation of the institution. 
Students have no right to tell their teachers 
how they are to be taught." 

This is an important decision for Ohio 
State and other institutions of higher 
education, says Pohlman, of Porter, Wright, 
Morris and Arthur, a Columbus law finn. 
"The.court is saying we cannot have 
students asserting claims to force faculty 
and administrators to custom tailor 
curriculum so that it confonns to students' 
individual beliefs. To do so threatens to 
compromise the quality of education." 

Other aspects of the lawsuits have yet 
to be decided and Kissinger can still appeal 
the decision to the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 



Ohio State University veterinary students 
making careers out of their love for animals 

STORY Ai"10 PHOTOS BY BILL GARLOW 

OLUMBUS ~Most of us are 
familiar with hospital care for 
humans, but what kind of 
treatment do our favored pets 
and animals receive? 

Who takes care o(the in-
, jured turtle, the race horse that 

gets sick or your favorite ailing parrot? 
Doctors ofVeterinaryMedicine (DVM), 

trained at one of 30 veterinary colleges in the 
·United States or Canada, come to the rescue. 

Of all the specialized fa-

· &gr ~~f~&:iE~~:~~ 
s.ince I est animal hospital <in 

W"· ·a···s· 1.n. . size). Each year, it treats 
more than 22,000 small 

... ·Cgr. .ade animals plus 5,ooo 1arge an-

. imal cases. 
'chool I osu·sveterinary 

'3'~~~have ai- i:~~;:ga~:i~~~~~~ 
~~\:.'>-'•'·''·, . h d It can house 100 large ani-
1{~\i.Ways a mals and more than 450 
;~0~'an inter- small animals. 

;>i.f.'' ··. · t' ' ' t On the human side, 
....o~es 1n ve -
~~i!:~·efinary ~~ii~~~et~~6p~~=~ ;,~-
"ill>'•~"<~ eluding 130 freshmen. 
~fuedicine' About three-fourths of 
ill'.>,'#~~-;,. · 'D .: the students are from · 
~\';.:":·-· ~ug - Ohio·,three-fourthsofthe ,, •. · Hentnch "W;i,.c: . freshman class is female. 
"''·"""·'··c · The.average graduating 
class is about 120. According to the college, jobs 
are plentiful. Certified veterinarians can choose 
many avenues: private practice, industrial, regu­
latory (inspections), military, environmental re­
search and teaching, among others. 

Most students have one thing in common: 
dedication to the health and welfare of all 
animals. 

Their four-year college experience hones this 
dedication through education dictated by a strict 
set of standards and a liberal dose of first-hand 
experience. 

Doug Hentrich is one of those dedicated stu­
dents. Formerly a resident of Beavercreek and a 
graduate of Carroll High School, he earned a 

·DEC 0 5 1991 

Doug Hentrich gives anesthetic to calf 

bachelor's of science degree in pre-medicine from 
the University of Dayton. 

"Ever since I was in grade school I have always 
had an interest in veterinary medicine" says Hen­
t.ricl1- "During high school I worked for a local 
vet, Dr. Thomas H. Mouat of Apple Valley Animal 
Hospital in Beavercreek." 

Hentrich is a senior. His first quarter this year 
was devoted to lab work - anesthesiology, oph­
thalmology, emergency ICU (intensive care 
unit) duties; his second quarter concerns large 
animal medicine; and his final quarter will deal 
with small animal medicine. 

This day, Hentrich was giving anesthetic to a 
calf undergoing surgery for an umbilic hernia. He 
picked up the case during the day, and will stay 
with the animal until it is awake in the stall and 
can swallow. 

A resident, Dr. Richard Bednarski, stands 
next to him watching. 

"They (residents) pretty much go over every­
thing you do," Hentrich says, "and it's a good ex­

. perience because it lets you think things 
through first, but then they are there to check 

' 
CONT ON PAC£ s 



CON'T FROM PAGE 4 

and make sure everything goes 
OK." 

The variety of animals students 
are exposed to really fascinates 
Hentrich, who says he's worked 
with animals ranging from parrots 
to a pet turtle. 

And none of them can talk. So 
how do students pinpoint what's 
wrong with these animals? 

A big part of treatment is taking 
an animal's medical history as pro­
vided by the owner. This includes 
asking about symptoms, the ani-

mal's environment, the tempera­
ture of the cage, nutrition, etc. The 
most common symptom offered 
by owners is that the animal is not 
eating. 

Like any hospital, OSU's veteri­
nary hospital has its share of medi­
cal triumphs as well as failures. 

Although students are exposed 
to courses on pet loss and the hu­
man bond, death never comes eas­
ily. For students so dedicated to 
saving animal life, death is accom­
panied by a sense of loss that will 
remaln part of their professional 
experience. 

OHIO STATE 
12/11/91 
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J~'ilnifer Kissinger 
... fought the J)'ste1n 

Vet student 
{s only one ... . 

~n program 
fl ea/thy animals 
lire not used in 
alternative class 
~ynm Doulln 
Diipatc/1 Staff Reporter 

: .:: As a veterinary student who op­
poses operating on healthy animals 
to: learn her profession, Jennifer Kis­
siriger finds herself in a class by 
llersclf. 
: : Kissinger, a third-year student at 

The Ohio State University, is the only 
student enrolled this fall in an alter­
native program that allmvs students 
to: learn surgery and medical tech­
n1ques primarily on cadavers and live 
ailimals needing surgery. 
: · The alternative program was es­

tablished in the wake of a lawsuit 
ftll!d last yenr in U.S. District Court 
Dy- Kissinger, who opposes traditional 
cbUJScs that require students to opcr· 
ate on healthy animals. 
· "This is allmving me to be a 

veterinarian," said Kissinger, 24, of 
COiumbus, who does not eat meat or 
wenr wool, leather or other animal­
derived clothing. "There is no way I 
could have done the core course the 
way it was set up. I'm happy with 
•his." · I 
· • Last year, Kissinger refused to 

fulfill a requirement to perform prac­
tice surgery on healthy dogs. A judge 
prevented the university from giving 
Kissinger a failing grade in the 
course, which is required before tak­
ing fourth-year courses. 

The university then Jevclopcd 
the alternative program, a threc­
quarter sequence. 
· In the traditional course, stu­

dents use animals bought from pri­
vate vendors. Although healthy, the 
animals have no homes and have 
been slated for euthanasia. 
. The animals are anesthetized for 

use in practice surgery and medical 
techniques, then humanely put to 
sleep. 
. . Eight of the 27 veterinary col\eg· 

es·in the country have adopted some 
sort of alternative program, but the 
overwhelming majority of students 
opt for the traditional courses. Still, 
the veterinary college ha~ hopes for 
the alternative program. 
· "It is a new program, and i! is 

1 going to take a while until students 
feel comfortable with it," said Wil- . 
Ham R. Fenner, assistant dean for 
student affairs and admission in the 
college of veterinary medicine. 
:: "I know a couple of sophomores 

are. interested in the program," he 
said. "I suspect in time we will sec an 
increase in the number of students.'' 
:~ The quality of education in the 

alternative program appears . S?und 
but will be evaluated once K1ssmger 
finishes, Fenner said. 

The university offered to provide 
Kissinger with cadavers for her 
COUrsc work. But she is using animals 
that died of disease or na1ural causes, 
provided by area veterinarians. 

. "The cadavers offered by the 
school are basically the animals they 
h:ive killed in the lab," Kissinger said. 
"The \'eterinarians are providing ca­
davers with the owner's permission. I 
feet much better about the source of 
the·animals." 
~ Kissinger works in a classroom 

with students taking the traditional 
program. "Probably my h!ggcst prob­
lcnt has been that I :im in the same 
room as everyone cl~c when they 
have their live dogs." 

.: "Every now and then one wakes 
up: from the anesthesia and howls, 
and it is real disturbing," ,<,he said. 
: During winter break, Kissin~er 

wilt spend three week,<, performing 
ane"Sthesia and medical techniques 
on ·patients in the univcr.>ity's animal 
cltmc. 

: Winter quarter, Kissinger will 
perform her first live animal surgery, 
udder the supervision of four board­
C01ified surgeons. 

: "I will have one-on-one supcrvi· 
sioo in the surgery. They will be right 
tlU!re watchin~ me and giving me 
advice," she said. "In the core course, 
50 .:Students are in the room with two 

• faculty "Jlembcrs who walk around." 
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OSU ~edical colleges to receive 
$1 million for antibody research 
By Julianne Gon 
Lantern staff writer 

A $1 million grant has been 
given to the efforts of the OSU 
colleges of Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine to research the role of the 
placenta in transferring antibodies 
and viruses, including HIV. 

The National Institute of Health 
granted the Department of Medical 
Pathology the money to cover a 4-
year period, which began early last 
month. · 

'We have a principle interest in 
how an antibody is transferred from 
a mother, across the placenta and 
into the baby," said· Dr. Clark 
Anderson of internal medicine and 
one of the main researchers. 

The placenta is responsible for 
feeding oxygen and nutrients to a 
fetus as well as disposing of its 
waste. 

"Our hypothesis is that the 
viruses in the mothers may 
piggyback on the antibodies," 
Anderson said. 

A baby is born with a very 

immature immune system and is 
not able to protect itself with its 
own resources, he said. 

The researchers want to know 
what is in the placenta that allows 
antibodies to pass through, 
Anderson said. 

The research will involve 
studying cells from full-term 
placentas after birth, 
understanding the molecular 
mechanisms of those cells and 
studying the transferring of viruses 
including HIV, researchers said. 

"AIDS research is about one­
fourth of the grant," said Dr. Daniel 
Sedmak of medical pathology and 
also one of the main investigators. 

"We're discovering s'omething 
new and terrible about AIDS in 
who it's infecting," Sedmak said. 

Anderson said statistics show 
about 30 percent of babies with 
AIDS mothers are born with the 
disease and die. 

Dr. Michael Lairmore, 
representing the Department of 
Veterinary Pathobiology, is also 
working on the project. Lairmore 

said he was brought in because of 
his experience with retroviruses .. 

'We are retrovirologists and we 
are used to studying this kind of 
virus," Lairmore said. "We are 
using our base of knowledge in 
virology to apply it to these new 
situations." 

"This is really a collaborative 
effort, 11 Sedmak said. "It's an 
example of what people from 
different departments can do if they 
have a problem" he said. 

Sedmak said research for the 
project has already started and is 
expected to be at full force as soon 
as the hiring for research positions 
is completed. 

"I've had a long-term interest in 
HIV testing," Sedmak said. Sedmak 
directs clinical immunology labs at 
the Ohio State University 
Hospitals. 

"I'm very excited about finding 
these answers," Sedmak said. "I'm 
sure we will have more questions to 
answer at the end of the four 
years," he said. 
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OSU students 
use veterinary 
skills to help 
prison farms 
By Julianne Gon 
Lantern staff writer 

With the help of Ohio's 
Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections, OSU's veterinary 
students are being offered the 
unusual experience of working on 
prison farms. 

Twelve of the 24 prisons in Ohio 
are considered to be prison farms. 
Prisoners of each institution work on 
the farms to produce beef, pork, 
milk, chicken and vegetables that 
are distributed to feed Ohio's 34,000 
prisoners. 

In 1961, Ohio State formed a 
contract with the Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections to 
provide the veterinary assistance 
necessary for the maintenance of the 
farm animals. 

Since then, the school has offered 
this learning experience to senior 
veterinary students through 
required and elective courses. 

Dr.Gregory Queen, Ohio State's 
current contracted prison farm 
veterinarian, said he takes students 
to various prison farms once or twice 
a week. 

Queen said he has two goals as 
the prison farm veterinarian: uTo 
maximize the production on prison 
farms and to provide realistic 
teaching ma ter1al for veterinary 
students." 

"A:ny student that graduates in 
veterinary medicine must have 
hands-on experience/' Queen said. 
He said minor surgical procedures, 
checking for pregnancy and checking 

·for normal herd health are typical 
examples of what the students do. 

"It was the best thing I did in 
veterinary school/' Max Cary, a 
recent graduate, said. "It's the only 

:practical exposure to food-animal 
'.medicine." 

Queen said Ohio State cannot 
'.afford to keep the animals. "That's 
why it's so important for Ohio State 
to have these resources." 

'This has been a ~d association 
for everyone involved," Queen said. 

Mike Wagner, prison farm 

Christi Kolar/the Lantern 

A calf at the Orient Correctional Institute nibbles at Dr.Gregory Queen 
professor of preventative veterinary medicine. 

/ 

administrator, said the prisoners 
often express an interest in working 
with the animals. 

1'It's good that the prisoners aren't 
just sitting there," Brad Bruns, a 
senior in v~terina.ry medicine, said. 
Bruns rec<!htly visited a prison farm. 

Wagner estimates less than 10 
percent of all prisoners at prison 
farm locations are allowed to work 
on the farms. 

He said a prisoner has to be close 
to release before they are eligible to 
work because there is minimum 
security on the farms. 

"I never felt uncomfortable around 
the prisoners," Cary said. "I was 
always in an area that was pretty 
well supervised." 

Both Cary and Bruns said they 
had not wittnessed any interaction 
between the students and the 
prisoners. 

"We just walked right by them," 
Bruns said. 

"The prisons are learning work 
habits and skills such as welding 

and mechanics, plus we're saving 
the taxpayers' money," Queen said. 

The Department of Rehabilitaiton 
and Corrections estimated a savings 
of $2.23 million last year because the 
food is produced on the prison farms. 

Currently, the farms are 
providing 100 percent of the milk, 60 
percent of the pork, 50 percent of the 
beef and 15 percent of the chicken 
needed to feed Ohio's prisoners. 

'There's a difference from old-time 
veterinary medicine where there is a 
sick animal so we go out and help it," 
Queen said. "Now we're interested in 
management." 

"You help animals from a 
production standpoint - so they can 
produce as much as possible," Cary 
said .. 

"I think it's an extreme benefit,'' 
Kent Hoblet, acting chairman for the 
Department of Veterinary 
Preventive Medicine, said. "Our 
students are getting training that 
would be hard to duplicate." 
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Non-traditional fields open to women, 
but female engineer shortage continues 
By Lori Lowe 
and Desiree Segui 
Lantam staff writer 

While women have been increasingly 
proving their worth in a number of 
"non·traditional" fields, women at Ohio 
State are still underrepresented in a 
number of academic areas traditionally 
dominated by men. 

According to OSU statistics, 
engineering is a prime example of 11 
male·dominated field in which women 
are still drastically outnumbered. 

In autumn quarter of 1971, 27 
women and 1,909 men were enrolled in 
the College of Engineering. Currently 
there are 599 female and 3,292 male 
students in the college. 

While the figures represent a 16 
percent growth in the enrollment of 
women over a 20·year period, women 
make up less than 19 percent of the 
college's Student body. 

'The shortage of female engineers is 
a result of women not being encouraged 
during high school by their p~nts and 
counselors," said Judith McDonald, 
Erofessor of eniPoeering and director of 
OSU's Women m Engineering program. 
Another problem is that women 
students are not aware of the 
opportunities available in the field 

The college has recruitment 
programs to promote engineering 
among women specifically, in order to 
avoid a drastic decline in the number of 
Women engineers, said McDonald. 

Unlike engineerin¥, veterinary 
medicine at Ohio St.ate lS an area that 
has been male dominated in the pa.st 
but has become increasingly female 
oriented to the point where women now 
outnumber men. 

There are currently 323 women and 
173 men in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Twenty years arro, there were 
45 women and S75 men m the college. 
The figures represent a 53 percent 
growth in the enrollment of women in 
thecolle~. 

The hi~h number of women involved 
in veterinary medicine is a positive 
change for the field of medicine, said 
Dr. Maxey Wellman, a clinical 
pathologist m the college. 

"Women have a lot to offer medicine,'' 
Wellman said , 

But the salaries of veterinarillllB are 
not as competitive as other fields and 
the low amount of men in the field may 
correlate with the fact thero are fields 
that offer students more money for their 
education, said Wellman. 

One reason women mi!Iht pursue 
careers in veterinary medicine could be 
because of the flexibility of private 
practice, Wellman said. 

There are about 26 women on the 
faculty of veterinary medicine out of 90, 
Wellman said. She added that this 
representation could account for the 
increase in women students in the 
college. 

Women: 
The Second Sex? 
part three in a series 

Social work is one area which has 
been traditionally female dominated 
·and has experienCed little change, said 
Beverly Toomey, a professor in the 
department. 

There are currently 155 women and 
27 men in the College of Social Work 
and in 1971 there were 248 women and 
88 men in the college. 

Men rnlght not be interested in social 
work because of the types of jobs 
currently available in social work, 
Toomey said. She added that men 
might be more interested in 
administrative or advocacy positions. 

"Social work is not a high-paying job," 
she said. "Perhaps men are drawn to 
more lucrative jobs." 

Toomey added the characteristics 
linked with nurturing roles tend to be 
those which have been linked with 
women in professional roles. 

"Hopefully, that will change," she 
said. 

I 
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1971 

• 603 
1971 

I 
874 

1971 
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1991 1971 1991 1971 1991 
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· ... ~·ir(;~':li inr. ·i' ,~,, :" ,. "1•• •1't ... ?\;~~···· ··'n; ·'·¥'<1"·'II'··'~~·~tf ef n~ti~;e:1Mef ··clas{~·~ 
· ~.P, · ,;:My~Q,~~1 .• ~ ~ !!.~.~. , : ,<~z1 ;,,.11~•·"'! ; ·v ... , • · ··. ·· .. ··. • . · ...... •; ·•<·11• ,;,,·. ''•·','~~1.,';,~,; ·• :·:t: ;,;;:•c;\i•J'i~•·'00;;1~· 
Wonia_Q.rytus,y,dpe~orming .. ~:~~~=~~~nr~ri~: ~~~~~~a:d~::9di*~~th~~·~ 
surgery on Iiefilthy allima]s . =.:fm~!'1~~~nosb~~c~::l'c.0f um.r:~ti!i~ she was as in~tea in i>UrsUki' 

· · ·· Kis~ngerssidsheisin ~regularcorecourselab- ~er J:,eliefs as much as. sJie.was trying t.o get atten-
By Jennifer Heyne 
Lantemstaffwriter ·· · oratones butsheuseaadifferentcadaver, tion, theaeoondstudentSSld . .. . . , .• , 

Althou'gh Kissinger said everything is goingrela- A thirdclassma~ssidKissingai: handled thesitl,l· 
'· < · · . · . tively weil for her in the program, she has not ation very profeSS10nally, and this classmate SSld 

There~ 9nlr one member of the College ofVeteri- escaped some of its drawbacks. Participating in the she is diaap~in~ in her peers.and some of the fac-
nary Medicme s neweat class. . · . alternative program has set her back six months ultyforhandling1tsounJ?rofeS5lonally. 

Jennifer Kissinger, a 24-year-old senior from from her onginal graduation date. The labs she is The third student SSld she doeen't understand 
Chics,go, is the eole p~cipant in a new alternative doing now are labs she missed last year, which l'(hY othei: studente are treating Kissinger unfairly 
vetennaryprogram th1Sfall. · means she will not graduate until a year from smce she is not taking anything away from anyone, 

Kissinger filed suit ,in Novem.~ 199q agai!'st December, nor is she telling anyone how they shoulcl be doing 
OSU's College ofVetennary Medicine, while facing Kissinger said she has gotten quite a bit ofhostili- things. ·. · 
expulsionforrefusingtopracticesurgei:yon heal\?Y ty from some of the students and faculty members, The third student said Kissinger is simply taking 
anim~ .. The couree was .createc! dunng pre-trial and that she has lost a lot of her friends as a result. an alternative to something she does not agree with,. 
ne!l'!ti~t1ons. T_he case IS still pending., . . Three of Kissinger's classmates were askf!d for ~ssinger •8,ld she has. wanted to become a vetei:i-

Kissmgersllldshefeela thealternativeprogran;18 their opinion of the situation. However, they did not nananallher life. She.SS!d shecametostudyatOhi,o · 
as good as theregularcorecourse,andeven supenor . wanttlieirnameatobeusedinordert.oavoidanycon- State because she believes OSU's College afVeteri­
to iti,n som.e ways. Fm; example, l'(henKi1!5i11ge.r gets troversywith the rest of the class. nary Medicine is the best in the )Jnited States m'.\d 
her hve anunalexpenence, She.WI. !! be usmgpnvate- One of Kissinger's classmates said she is neutral wants veiy much to learn from its facu.lty at Ohio · 
lY,~wnedpetsandshewillrecmveone·on-onesuper· in her opinion, but she doee not understand why State. . . . . . 
V1s10n from a facultymember. . ,. . . Kissinger feels so strongly about this, or why she did However, if Ki~smger was faced WI th expulsion, 

In the regular core c~ases1 Kissmge_r .sllld there not go to another school that already offers an alter- ~nd the alternative pro!SfBlll had not been eetab •. 
are 35 to 40 students, Wlth tne supervuµon of only native program since she does feel so strongly. · lished, she would have tried to find anotherschool. 
oneresidentandafacultymember, . . ·"It's hard to change· things at QSU, and she But,thatwouldhavebeenadifficulttimebecause 

In the altern.at1ve program, Kiss. m. ger Sllld she (Kissinger) tried to do that in a one-month period," "had I been expelled, I can't guarantee l would have, 
will be using ci:davers which have been euthanized the student said. ·. . gotten into another achoo~" Kissinger said. . . 
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·::;,;'.;Alternate veterinary cours.e 
~t OSU will have 1 student 

.~!:d:H : , . . . . . ' 

·~·:'!":·· .if)t$b. \ ' 

-~' :;·~t4-yea.r-old 'Yoman 'r_VOn 
''i'~""llier.fight to not have to -
"'~'learn surgery on healthy 

.::; !ammals; she'll rely on -
. .t;;'.;, :Cadavers, clinics instead 

' "~'.•,."~ . 
.BY.CHERYL CURRY 

. "" ~141114Bea=Joornal 
':·· •· ·:CoLUMBUB: When more than 

. 50,000 students fl6od Ohio State 
.University's campus next week 

: · fo:r.:the start of autumn classes, 
. /.· · Jerinlfer Kissinger will be the-sole 

. student enrolled In a new alterna-
tive-veterinary program. · 
.:

0 1be program was developed af­
,ta' the 24-year-old student tackled 
the. _largest veterinary college In 

!· 'the nation by refusing to operate 
'iin bealtby animals that are later 
iput to sleep. 
!i "I just knew In my heart I 
lfuuldn't do it," Kissinger said 
"from her small campus area 
:lipartmeljt, where Mack, a cocker , 
.spaniel, and three formerly stray 
Ca.ts. - Boomer, Strummer and 
Sampson - lazily lounged across 
the furniture. 
. Kissinger of Yellow Springs 
took OSU's College of Veterinary 
Medicine to court late last year 
when officials there threatened to 
expel her for refusing to partici­
pate In an OSU practice surgery 
course. 

' ··Ht?a!tby dogs In the course are 
anesthetized for surgery, then 
pafTI1essJy killed at the completion 
of ttie procedure...... ,. J 

Jristead, In a new course devel""" 
oped after the lawsuit was filed, 
tbt!i'thlrd-year veterinary student 
wm.•operate on cadavers of ·dogs 
that were humanely put to sleep, 
fer: natural reasons. She also will 
Spend three months at local veter­
inary clinics learning required 
surgical techniques, such as draw­
ing blood and restraining animals, 
by working under the supervision 
ot area veterinarians . 

In a trend gaining momentum 
In colleges across the nation, vet­
erinary schools are heading off 
lawsuits by developing alternative 
course work for students such as 
Kissinger who are opposed to op­
E!f?.tlng on healthy animals. 
. "Schools are finding they can 

oh;JOnger afford to ignore the de­
mands. of students whose con- . 
se!EinceS will not morally allow 
them to destroy animals,.. said 
Nedlm Buyukmlhci, president of 
the Calif<¥1lia-based Association of 
Veterinarians for Animal Rights. 
· Eight of the 27 national veteri-­
nary colleges already have adopt­
ed alternative programs and 
many others are in the works, Bu­
yukmlhci said. 

i. Instead of learning surgical : 
techniques on live animals, most· 
sCJiools offering alternative pro­
m-ams l(ive students animal ca­
davers for laboratory work, then 
allow them to operate on live ani­
mals at clinics. 

Still, Ohio State officials main­
tain the traditional courses are 
better because they allow for 
some mistakes. 

In addition, they say the new 
courses are more cumbersome 
and will take about three months· 
longer to complete . 

~'Most of the faculty believe the 
standard curriculum is the best 
way to go," said_ John Hubbell, 
assistant dean or the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

Animals used in traditional 
courses are purchased from pri­
vate vendors and are healtby but I 
don't have homes and have al-

1 
ready been slated for euthanasia, j 
Hubbell said. I 

·"'we don't consider this inhu­
mane because the animals would 
be put to sleep anyway," Hubbell 
said. "This just affords students 
the opportunity to practice their 
skills on living tissues." 

Hubbell said he was unsure 
how many students will enroll in 
the courses next year. 

CONT ON p11aG ::Z 
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~-'.'.The performance of one stu­
dent. (thls year) will certainly not 
determine the success or failure of 
the progriim,'' Hubbell said. "To 
be honest, we're just going to 
have to wait and see how this all 
WOckS',out in the Jong run." 

The legal battle delayed Kissin­
ger's graduation by more than six 
months, but she says it was worth 
it. . 

"I'll sleep better nights !mow­
ing I'm not ·contributing. to the 
death of healthy animals," Kissin­
ger said. 
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Vet school must en.d kennel-buying 
The OSU College ofVeterinary Me· 

dicine finally came to their senses by 
letting students have choices1 but 
they still need to do something about 
their policy on buying their "class­
work" animals. 

In a Lante111 article written last 
fall, OSU's veterinary college stood 
by its policy of purchasing animals 
from a licensed vender. 

According-to a May 15 Lalltem ar· 
ticle, the college granted veterinary 
students the right to take alternative 
courses. The students will get credit 
for surgical procedures in these 
courses instead of being taught by op· 
erating on live, healthy animals who 
will then be terminated. . 

Before the course option change, 
Jennifer Kissinger, a third- year vet­
erinary medicine student, was going 
to be expelled because she refused to 
work on the healthy animals for sur­
gical reasons. She feels being a veter­
inarian is to heal the sick, not for the 
healthy to be terminated. 

First of all, I have to say congratu­
lations to Kissinger for paving the 
road leading to this new develop· 
ment. She showed courage and stood 
up for her moral beliefs. She did not 
run off when threats of failure and 
expulsion fle\V, but instead counter­
attacked \Vith a lay,•suit. 

I just happened to \vonder, 'vhy, 
out of the whole OSU College of Vet· 
erinary Medicine, did just one stu­
dent stand up and say something,vas 
\vrong? · 

OK, so those deans and professors 
can be intimidating. OK, so the stu-

Do.na 
Klinger. 

dents have a major concern about 
their education and don't want all the 
money they have spent at Ohio State 
to be thrown away just to defend their 
moral beliefs. 

But when Kissinger did make a 
stand and started receiving legal sup· 
port, others could have joined her and 

· sho\vn the college administrators 
that killing those animals was wrong. 

Sure, I have room to talk no,v, 
when the whole ordeal is over and 
successful, but it really bothers me 
that no one came fonvard to help, be­
cause we all knO\V there is going to be 
more then just one person in the fall 
who will be taking the alternative 
route. 

Now, I don't consider myself an ac­
tivist, but I am one of those people 
who will goto a mall to visit the ani­
mals in the pet store. 

And in my first few years of college, 
while I was still at home, those trips 
to the pet store proved to be very 
costly. At two different times I ended 
up driving home a furry little side­
kick. 

Jn the end, I had to give the puppy 
back to the store and find a new 
O\Vner for the kitten. My parents \Ve­
ren 't crazy about the animals I 
brought home because \Ve already 

have a dog named Nikki. 
Now, I didn't plan on replacing 

Nikki with the new pets, but when I 
went to the store, I saw all those sad, 
caged eyes looking at me. I wanted all 
the animals to feel loved and wanted. 

Nikki will be six years-old this fall 
and is in perfect health. But if she be· 
comes terminally ill, an OSU student 
in the College of Veterinary Medicine 
might be able to use Nikki for their 
studies. 

I really don't know how my parents 
or I would react, but we might con­
sider it. 

That is, if the OSU College of Vet· 
erinary Medicine's policy on buying 
animals were to change, and the ad· 
ministrators were to change their 
vie,vs on the reason why they experi­
ment on healthy animals. 

According to a Lalltem article last 
fall, Milton Wyman, associate dean of 
the college, said it is better to get 
some use out of the kennel animals 
instead of not ben~fiting from them 
before their deaths. 

I sure hqpe that. a )<ennel that sells 
animals for.) experimental purposes 
never gets a hold of Nikki if she were 
to get out of my parent's back-yard. 

To think that Nikki might be sent 
somewhere to be "experimented" on, 
after not being claimed, makes me 
sick. And it could happen, just be­
cause it \vould be a way to get some 
use out of her, instead of just putting 

her to sleep peacefully. 
Dona Klinger is a juniorfron1 Newark 

n7ajoring in jo1a11alis111. 
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Veterinary stude·nts 
gain lab experience 
By Steve Walker 
Lanternstaffwriler 

The OSU College of Veterinar.v 
Medicine has found a way to give 
students clinical experience on Jj\•e 
anin1als, while saving the animals' 
lives. 

In the class, Alternative Small 
Animal Medicine and Surgery 619, 
students can test their knowledge 
of veterinary medicine by spaying 
and neutering live animals 

"\Ve started this clas~ last si)nng 
in an effort to further the education· 

•of the student beyond the laborato· 
ry !class)," said Dr. Dau Smeak, 
associate professor of geqeral 
surgery in veterinary chemical sci· 
ences. 

"\Ve thought it would be nice to go 
beyond the laboratory procedure so 
the student could see the animal 
living and breathing in reco\'ery." 
Smeaksaid. 

As much as this may help the stu­
dents, it may be aneYen bigger help 
to the Capital Area Humane Sot'l­
ety, which gi\•cs the annnab to the 
Collf'ge of Veterinary ~ledil'tne. lw 
said. 

"For one, we are able to spay and 
neuter a lot more animals;· said 
Linda Arends, director of com111u n1-

ty relations for the Capital Are}! 
Humane Society .. It's easier tu put 
an animal up for adoption tlml ·., 
alr..-.adv 1wutert><t.·· ;,lw :;i.ud 

Sm~.ik:m1d bL'\'.lU ~e o( I h<:' luu dl\ 
subJ1~el of using ttnimub fu1 
re::wurch many \"etennury eolli.>ge~ 
and hunia1w so.:1t>t1ei:: don't eoupet 
all', but that I" not then1:wlwn• 

Along with :;pa~ ing und n(•t1h•1 
ing. both group!' !>llpporl a pt•t-fo,;~ 
supµorl group and a p1ogram thut 
cal e:; for pt•ts oftlJ•' ,.Jd1·rh -;11 1 fw, 
t';tn kt''-"P 1lw11 Jll'I" 

In tlw dnss. tlw studt•nts <1re put 
111 gruups uf three mid Jll'rfoi rn tilt· 
task;, of (•Jther primary -<urgt•tm ,11 
assistunt '5urgL'un.11lo11µ with a ~tti 
dent an1.•sthl',;iulogist Tht>rl' nr•· 
nine to lU gtvt.ip-<. eut'h p1_•rformint~ 
0111? surg1_·1·y a \H•ek for tlw ent!I•' 
qua1tl'r 

.. Not only are tht>) doing a favu1 
for thi> cornmu11ity. but tlw~· nr•· 
do111g-;un1etl11ng for an animal tha1 
will Wilk•• up 11nd i.!1• h••1ti.. Suwal. 
SUI(] 

01w h11nd1 t>d jH:n:t•nt oft ht• 11111 
m:ll!> that 1111\·(• b£>en $payvd o• 
tlt'Ult'l'Bd at Ohw State ha\t• bt·t• .. 
aduptt·d. lwsa1cl 

Aa•ncb -;uid -E,·,.n ,,,llllH' '.II tlw 
ve1ennary stud1•11t" ~·tupt th1•m 

f'.l.JS . 

Hl<.><-0<1 l.<.o:n•l"'<Jt:..'t.'<Jlhc L>t~<.'<• 

\int.t' S1.1niskis 'ititcht-s a dog 11om lill' Hum.ane ~1aiet} .after surge1y. anl'slhesiologisl Jnd Ann Greenw.tld. ht.,1d \urgl:'on fht' _.,1udt'11h art' 
\l,1ni~kis, 1/w <1._.,sislant ~urgeon 1<11 lhl· opt'rJllOI\, j_., '~.ih.hed by Lisa Kidd, junior_-, in veltririaq medidne 



(IJ e:w s .D l c, e:s T 

May 28, 1991 
ll:hc ~olumbus iJisp<itrh 

Page 4 S/ 2 (., /q I 

Good relationship 
School, society join forces to benefit pets 

You might think future veterinarians 
and humane societies go together like dogs 
and bones. But that's not often the case. 

In what is believed to be one of only two 
such efforts in the United States, the Capital 
Area Humane Society and The Ohio State 
University's College of Veterinary Medicine 
have teamed up in a program that benefits 
people and pets alike. 

Third-year veterinary students learn im­
portant lessons in surgery techniques, anes­
thesia and pre- and post-operation care as 
they participate in a neutering program for 
dogs and cats. 

The students perform the surgery and 
all related care under the supervision of 
faculty members. The neutered animals re­
turn to the society, where they are put up for 
adoption. . 

Gerri Bain, executive director of the 
humane society, applauds the program as a 
route to quicker adoption of animals and a 
chance for students to contribute to a good 
cause while gaining experience. 

Dr. Dan Smcak, associate professor of 
veterinary clinical sciences. said, "\Ve all feel 
good about helping the public with its prob­
lem of pet overpopulation." He praised the 
society as uvery active" and .. progressive.·· 

Their comments indicate the partner­
ship is working well. 

Of course. humane societies, '-'Clerinar­
ians and vclcrinary students cannot solve thi.: 
problem of too many pets. People have the 
responsibility to see that their pets do not 
produce unwanted litters. The number of 
stray animals in Columbus and around the 
nation is appalling. Humans, not their furl) 
friends, are responsible for the unfortunate 
need to destroy more than 29,000 animab 
each year in Franklin County alone. 

Spring-quarter OSU veterinary students 
have been neutering about 40 animals per 
month for the program, which began on a 
trial basis last year and is expected to contin­
ue as part of the curriculum each spring. If 
funding is sufficient, a year-round projccT 
may become possible. 

Most of the students find Lhi' cxpcr'­
cnce their first opportunity to \Vork \Vi th r-.. ,ti 
'"patients." 'fhe students gain invaluab::.: ;i1-

sight in how to care for anin1als from surgcr~ 
preparation through the recovery procc>>. 

As more people hear about the neuter­
ing program, other veterinary schools and 
humane societies around the nation may 
want to take a look. 

The OSU course could become a mod­
el. That \vould he a plus for veterinary 
cd11..:.i1;11n. anin1al care and pct-,uJupliPn 
cff, 1rh around the country. 



Vet school to off er 
alternative courses 
By Muchun Yin 
Lantern staff writer 

OSU veterinary students who 
obje.ct to performing surgery on 
healthy animals will be offered alter­
native courses beginning in the fall. 

1'hese alternative courses for 
third- and fourth-year students will 
use both cadavers and live animals 
that need surgery, said Milton 
Wyn1an, associate dean of student 
and academic affairs in the OSU Col­
legeofVeterinary Medicine. 

The college will offer the alterna­
tive courses, Wyman said, "because 
the faculty had concerns over stu­
dents who had philosophical prob­
lems with using healthy animals." 

A third-year veterinary.medicine 
student, Jennifer Kissinger, filed a 
lawsuit, which is still pending, 
against Ohio State late last year 
because she faced a failing grade in a 
required class after refusing for 
moral reasons to perform surgery on 
healthy animals. 

The healthy animals are bought 
fro1n a private vendor, anesthetized 
for class and then euthanized after 
surgery has been perf 01:med. 

Kissinger, a vegetarian for several 
years, said she also thinksit was con­
tradictory to use healthy animals for 
terminal surgery while learning to 
beco1ne a veterinarian, whose job it is 
to save sick animals. 

She also objects to using healthy 
ani,I:nals because it desensitizes peo­
ple to animals, she said. 

Kissinger said she is happy with 
the alternative course offering and 
thankli.!I for the faculty who came up 
with it. 

"The most important thing is that 
it's ::;cientifically sound. The faculty 
wouldn't develop it if it wasn't," 
Kissinger said. 

While students taking the alterna­
tive courses can expect to have a co1n­
parable education with those taking 
the standard courses, \Vyman said, 
"It's the judgement of faculty that 
using living animals is optimum." 

1'he college expects to provide the 
alternative courses for the same cost 
as the standard ones, and students in 
the alte1~native classes v.:ill have to 
spend 1nore ti1ne than others to get 

,_, __ 
... the faculty 

had concerns 
over students 
who had 
philosophical. 
problems with. 
using healthy 
animals." 
- Milton Wyman, associate 
dean of student and 
academic affairs in the 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine 

their education, Wyman said. 
They will have to spend some of 

their holiday and school breaks doing 
work for those classes, and they will 
not have any options during their 
elective quarter, Wyman said. 

Students .in the standard course 
track usually have the option to 
spend their elective ciuarter taking 
any course they want or working at a 
vetr:tinary-relatedjob, Wyman said. 

The extra time will be required 
because it is much more efficient to 
use ·living animals for the course 
work, he said. 

Kissinger said she knew a few stu­
dents who would probably take the 
alternative courses. Wyman said he 
did not have a feel for the number of 
students who would take the courses 
in the fall. 

An ad hoc co1nmittee, created 
shortly after Kissinger brought her 
concerns to administrators and com­
posed of different veterinary 
medicine departments, came up with 
the alternative courses, Wyman said, 
although college faculty have been 
working on alternatives to live-ani­
mal operations for a longtiine. 

Kissinger said she met with the 
com1nittee chair and submitted writ­
ten proposals for the alternative 
courses. 
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OSU will allow vet students to use cadavers for class 
By Tun Doulln 
/Jisp<Uch Hp &iua>/Wn Rq.xt" 

Starting this fall, courses will be available 
for Ohio State University veterinary students 
who oppose learning surgery and techniques on 
healthy animals. 

Students will be allowed to learn surgery 
primarily on cadavers and on live animals 
needing the surgery. The experimental alterna­
tive courses will require more time to complete 
than the traditional courses, the university said. 

The alternatives were established in the 
wake of a lawsuit filed last year in U.S. District 
Court by an OSU student who opposes tradi­
tional courses that require students to operate 
on healthy animals. 

The traditional courses still v.ill be avail­
able to students, and they offer better training, 
said Milton \Vyman, associate dean of the 
College of Veterinary 1-iedicine. 

"It is our opinion that the alternative 
courses we are offering are not a'i good as the 

"Before, I was looking at being 
expelled, but this is going to allow 
me to become a veterinarian " 

Jennifer Kissinger 
Student who sued OSU over courses 

standard courses," \\)'man said. "But it "'ill 
give students a comparable education and we 
can issue the degree, if they complete the 
program." 

Jennifer Kissinger, a third-year veterinary 
student who took the university to court, said 
the alternative courses will allow her to earn a 
degree. 

Kissinger, who does not eat meat or wear 
wool, leather or other animal-derived clothing. 
said she morally opposes operating on healthy 
animals. 

"Before, I was looking at being expelled, 
but this is going to allow me to become a 

veterinarian," Kissinger said. 
Last year, Kissinger refused to fulfill a 

requirement to perlorm practice surgery on 
healthy dogs. A judge prevented the university 
from giving Kissinger a failing grade in the 
oourse. The course is required before taking 
fourth-year courses. 

Animals used in the course are anesthe­
tized for surgery, then euthanized at the com­
pletion of the procedure. Purchased from a 
private vendor, the dogs used in the practice 
surgery course are healthy but don't have 
homes and have been slated for euthanasia. 

Live animal surgery is required in other 
courses, including another third-year course 
that teaches techniques such as drav.ing blood, 
passing catheters and restraining and examin­
ing animals. 

Kissinger said she will complete the surgi­
cal practice course and take the techniques 
course next fall and winter quarters. 

"This wiU put me about six months behind, 
but I think it was worth it," Kissinger said. 

The college is unsure how many students 
will take the alternative courses. 

"I don't see a huge amount coming in to 
take it, but I'm certain there are some students 
who will take advantage of it," Wyman said. 

"We want to make sure students are 
qualified to do what their diploma says they can 
do. \Ve feel they can get it done in the 
alternative courses, but it will be impossible to 
do it at the same rate," \Vyman said. 

Students in the alternative course.s should 
be able to graduate with their class, but some 
question if the extra time will be worth il 

"The people who take this are not going to 
take it lightly. It certainly is not an easier way to 
approach it," said one student 

Michelle Zakson, who will be a first-year 
student in the fall, said she will take the 
traditional courses. 

"I think the alternative courses are a good 
idea, but until they have it perfected I don't 
think it's going to be as efficient as they think it 
will be," Zakson said. -· 
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Reflective collars 
make roads safer 
By Maria Andes 
Lantern staff writer 

Pets Will be safer on the roads 
thanks to a new invention to be intro­
duced this weekend at the Ohio Vet­

; e:inary Medical Association conven­
, tion. 

The Safepet reflective band, in­
; vented by Columbus optometrist Dr. 
' Bernard Abrams, is a scientifically 
: designed device to be worn by dogs 
: and cats over their collars. · 

; The reflective band is made of a 
' bright orange material, similar to the 
color of clothing worn by hunters, 
and a retro-reflective device contain­
ing about 1,000 tiny mirrors, Abrams 
said. 

"The orange \vill make animals 
more visible on foggy or rainy daysi 
\Vhile the reflective device \Vill allo\v 
the animals to be seen at night \vhen a 
light is shined on them," he said. 

The reflective band \vas originally 
invented as a device for child safety, 
however the OSU College of Veterin­
ary Medicine showed interest in the 
band as a \vay for veterinarians to 
help prevent injury to anin1als. 

Abrams said the device will not 
only make pets more visible in traffic, 
but also to O\vners looking for their 
lost pets. 

11The Safepet \Vill allow an O\vner to 
see their pet 300 to 400 feet away be­
cause of its design/' he said. 

Abrams, \vho is also involved in lec­
turing about how accidents happen at 
night, said 87 percent of all people 

who get in accidents at night claim 
they did not see what they were hit­
ting in comparison to 11 percent dur­
ing the day. 

Abrams said this device will make 
both drivers and pets safer. 

He said black and red colored ani­
mals are four times more likely than 
white animals to be involved in traffic 
accidents. 

Angela Price, a senior from 
Worthington, said the Safepet band 
could have saved the life of her black 
poodle Muffy, who was killed in a 
traffic accident at night 

"The driver said he didn't see 
Muffy until the last second because of 
the dark," she said. 

Lisa Dorsey, a senior from Willo­
wick, said the Safepet reflective band 
would be very helpful for her black 
cat Shadow. 

ul \vould feel more at ease knowing 
Shado\v could be seen \vhen_ we let 
hitn out," she said. 

Dorsey also said Shadow had been 
hit by a car before, but lived through 
the accident. 

Mart Higgins, an employee at 
Noah's Ark Pet Center said he be­
lieves pet o\vners \vill find the Safepet 
useful. 

Higgins said the pet center usually 
has reflective collars, but they do not 
seem as scientifically advanced as the 
Safepet. 

Al Underkofler, an employee at the 
Menagerie Pet Shop said pets should 
not be wandering around without 
their O\Vners, but the reflective band 

Michael Alwood/the Lantern 

Theresa Cranny, 25, a senior veterinary science student from Bowling Green, 
holdsP.J. Fishpaw, an 18 month old Shih Tzu Wednesday. P.J. was kind 
enough to model the new reflective collar. 

sounds like a good precautionary 
measure. 

The bands will be available 
through veterinarians or the OSU 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Abra1ns Said all profits from the 
sale of the bands are being donated to 

the College ofVeterinary Medicine to 
form scholarships for needy stu­
dents. 

Abrams said the Safepet bands are 
being produced by his own company, 
BSA Industries. 
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Scholarship fund aids 
veterinary students 
By Maria Andes 
Lantern staff writer 

The OSU Board of Trustees 
recently approved an endowed fund 
to benefit third and fourth-year stu­
dents in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, 

Weldoti Milbourne 1 associate 
director of the Trusts and Estates 
Office, said the Dr. Leslie Kasdorf 
Cramer Endo\ved Memorial Scholar­
ship Fund was established by Donald 
and Carol Kasdorf, the parents of the 
late Leslie KasdorfCramer. 

Cramer, who died in 1988, 
received her doctorate in vete1·inarv 
medicine from Ohio State in 1982. 
Cramer practiced veterinary 
medicine in Racine, Wis. 

The Kasdorfs gave an initial gift of 
$15,000 and have promised to match 

on a dollar-for-dollar basis other gifts 
to the fund up to $25,000, Milbourne 
said. 

Rita Remy, assistant to the dean of 
Veterinarv Medicine, said the annu­
al income~ of the endo\vment \Vill be 
used to give one or more scholarships 
to third and fourth-year students in 
the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

"The scholarships \vill be given 
based on student need at the discre­
tion of the dean for Student ~J\ffairs." 
Remy said. 

The recipients of the scholarships 
will be chosen Spring Quarter, Re1ny 
said. 

Milbourne said anyone interested 
in contributing to the fund can send 
donations to the OSU Developn1ent 
Fund located at 2400 Olentangy 
River Rd. 
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Studen~ OSU still debating animal surgery class 
By llm Doolin 
Dispa1ch S1ajf Repoiter 

A third-year veterinary student at The Ohio 
State University won't receive a failing grade in a 
required surgery course - at least not now. 

That was the decision after a 2'1.!-hour confer­
ence in the chambers of U.S. District Judge 
George Smith involving Jennifer Kissinger, her 
legal counsel and OSU representatives. 

"All parties have agreed to continue a dia­
logue," Smith said. "Her status with the university 
remains open. That means she is not receiving an E 
for the course, or being expelled, at this time." 

Kissinger, 23, filed suit Friday asking Smith to 
issue a temporary restraining order to keep her in 
school and asking the OSU veterinary college to 
establish other ways to teach animal surgery. 

Kissinger was enrolled in the fall quarter in a 
surgical techniques course that required students 
to operate on healthy animals that were later 
painlessly put to death. 

Kissinger refused to operate on the healthy 
animals, saying it was against her moral and 
religious beliefs. 

OSU officials have said Kissinger would re­
ceive a failing grade if she did not perfonn the 
surgery. The course is required for graduation. 

OSU is looking into an alternative practice 
surgery course, similar to those at other veterinary 
schools. Most alternative programs have students 
practice on cadavers and then receive live training 
on animals at clinics. 

But OSU doesn't know if or when the alterna­
tive course will be established and has said it 
opposes making changes for one student. 

Smith said the parties will continue discus­
sions, with the court available to assist. 

"If things break down where one party or the 
other would be unable to arrive at an agreement, 
then we would get into fonnal court proceedings. 
The case is still pending," Smith said. 
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Student-OSU dispute goes to court 
By Graydon Hambrick 
D~patd1 Staff Reparter 

A third-year veterinary student at The Ohio State 
University went to court yesterday, asking a federal judge 
to help her remain in school. 

Attorneys for Jennifer Kissinger, 23, filed a lawsuit in 
U.S. District Court, also asking that the OSU veterinary 
college establish other ways to teach animal surgery. 

Kissinger said in an interview last night she will fail 
the required surgery course because she refused lo 
operate on animals, then kill them, as required. Because 
she refused to meet course requirements, she has been 
told she will fail. 

Failure of a mandatory oourse means expulsion, 
Kissinger said, and part of the ftling asks Judge George 
Smith to issue a restraining order to stop her expulsion. 

The lawsuit also asks Kissinger's reinstatement if she 
is expelled, she said. Further, because OSU is a public 

school, the suit asks that the curriculum be changed to 
accommodate her religious concerns. 

Kissinger's attorneys, Kathaleen Schulte of Colum­
bus and Gary Francione of Rutgers University in New 
Jersey, were not available for comment last night. Neither 
were tlie dean and associate dean of the veterinary 
college, Drs. Ronald Wright and Milton \\)>man. 

Kissinger said seven other veterinary schools in the 
country have stopped teaching animal surgery the way 
OSU does and have developed alternatives. 

Instead of learning surgical techniques on live ani­
mals, most of those schools give students animal cadavers 
for laboratory work, then allow them to operate on live 
animals at clinics. 

"I'm not saying I don't need live animal experience. 
But I can learn through clinical cases, on animals that 
need the work," Kissinger said.' , 

Schulte will appear before Smith on Monday to argue 
her client's case for the restraining order, Kissinger said. 
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Clause permits OSU to claim abandoned pets 
By Carmen M. Banner 
Lantern staff writer 

A clause in an OSU College of Vet­
erinary Medicine medical form could 
be misinterpreted as meaning pets 
who are treated in the small animal 
clinic can be repossesed if service 
costs are not paid by the owner. 

On the medical record form, the 
clause reads: "The owner hereby 
understands and agrees that the 
above described animal may become 
the property of the Ohio State Uni­
versity College of Veterinary Medi­
cine in accordance with the provi­
sions of the Ohio Revised Code Sec­
tion 4741.30 in order to satisfy any 
unpaid debt incurred in the care and 
treatment of said animal." 

Allen Shaffer, director of Public 
Relations for the OSU Veterinary 
Hospital, said the clause refers only 
to those animals who are abandoned 

in the hospital and left in the hospi­
tal's care. 

Once in a blue moon, a person who 
can not pay the hospital bill will leave 
an animal at the hospital, in hopes 
that the animal will be cared for fore­
ver. No matter how much the hospi­
tal might like to keep the animal, it is 
not feasible for us to do so, he said. 

Shaffer said abandonment is un­
common at the hospital. Most people 
who take the time to take an animal 
to the hospital for treatment care a 
great deal about the animal's \velfare 
and would not leave the hospital 
without trying to make some other 
arrangeinents, he said. 

The "unpaid debt" portion of the 
clause refers to the an1ount of ex­
penses incurred for maintaining the 
animal and cost of a registration tag, 
Shaffer said 

Sherry Cottern1an, a senior from 
Ne\vark majoring in sociology, said 

she originally understood the clause 
meant if a person \Vas unable to pay 
the hospital bill immediately after 
services were rendered, OSU hospital 
had the right to keep the animal until 
the bill was paid. 

Cotterman said she knew the hos­
pital could not come to a person's 
home and actually repossess the ani­
mal. 

Shaffer said the general policy for 
all veterinarian hospitals is to settle 
the bill immediately, but OSUVeter­
inary Hospital will work out payment 
arrangements if the owner is unable 
to pay the bill at that time. 

Anyone \vho does not understand 
any part of the medical forms should 
ahvays ask questions, Shaffer said. 
The hospital would be glad to show 
them a copy of the Ohio Revised Code 
and clarify any of their questions1 he 
said. 

Shaffer said the clause is in place to 
provide veterinarians around Ohio 
\vith a mechanism to ensure that the 
doctors and clinics are not held re­
sponsible for caring for abandoned 
animals indefinitely. 

According to the Ohio Revised 
Code, after a ten-day period, during 
\Vhich an animal is fed and cared for 
and the '1owner" is notified, a pet is 
considered to be the property of the 
hospital. 

The hospital then sends the animal 
to a pound or an animal shelter and if 
no one reclaims the animal at the end 
of three clays, the shelter or kennel 
has the right to put the animal to 
sleep. 

Kerry Manion1 a humane officer 
for the Capital Area Humane Society, 
said the office receives about 413 calls 
a month and 162 of those calls involve 
animals that have been abandoned. 
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Student, 
osu fight 
over dogs 
Lawsuit threatened 
over practice surgery 
By Tim Doulin 
Dispatch Higher Education ReJXJ11er 

An Ohio State University veterinary 
student who opposes the use of healthy 
animals for practice surgery has enlisted the 
support of an animal rights law clinic in New 
Jersey and is considenng filing suit against 
the university. 

Jennifer Kissinger, 23, a third-year vet­
erinary student from Chicago, is being rep­
resented by the newly formed Rutgers Ani­
mal Rights Law Clinic, part of the Rutgers 
Law School in Newark, N.J. 

Kissinger said she has asked OSU to 
provide alten1ativc surgery training, as so_me 
other veterinary schools do. 

"! don't believe, religiously or morally, 
that we have the right to practice on healthy 
animals, and \Ve don't need to do it," said 
Kissinger, \Vho docs not eat meat or wear 
wool, leather or other animal-derived cloth­
ing. 

Terri Macellara, an attorrey for the 
Rutgers group, said Kissinger is "seriou~y 
considering filing a lawsuit against OSU if 

Please see DOGS Page 20 ·" Jennifer Kissinger holds Samson, a 2-year-old, one-eyed ca~ and Mac, a 12-year-old dog " 

I 

Tom DodgeJDfrparch 
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something cannot be worked out." 
"And, at the moment, it looks 

like she isn't going to be able to work 
something out," Macellara said. 

OSU officials said the College of 
Veterinary Medicine is working to 
establish an alternative program for 
veterinary students but needs more 
time. 

"At a school the size of 0 hio 
State, the curriculum is just not going 
to change overnight," or for just one 
student, said Ronald A. Wright, dean 
of the college. 

A third-year course on surgical 
practice at OSU requires students to 
operate on healthy dogs, which are 
euthanized at the completion of the 
surgery. 

Kissinger said she has completed 
all course work except the required 
surgery. Without completing the sur­
gery, she will fail the course, which is 
required before taking fourth-year 
courses. 

Kissinger said she had been 
working with the university since 
spring to set up an alternative pro· 
gram but she was informed in Sep· 
tember her request would not be 
granted. 

"My alternatives are to drop out 
or fail out," she said. 

OSU purchases the animals 
from a licensed vendor in Kentucky. 
The dogs are healthy but don't have 
homes and have been slated for euth· 
anasia. Live animal surgery is re­
quired in other courses, including 
another third-year course that 
teaches medical techniques. 

Kissinger has proposed that she 
practice surgery on cadavers, then get 

live surgery experience on clinic ani­
mals - sick or injured animals taken 
by their owners to OSU for treat­
ment. Under the proposal, she would 
receive an incomplete in the course 
but still graduate. 

But Wright said students must 
have surgery experience on live ani­
mals before performing on animals in 
a clinic. 

"We are not about to allow stu· 
dents to practice on clinic animals, 
your or my pets, \vithout prior experi­
ence operating on live animals," 
Wright said. 

Veterinary students sign a state­
ment acknowledging that they will be 
required to perform live animal sur­
gery in class. 

Wright said Kissinger is the only 
student he knows who has asked the 
university to establish alternative sur­
gery training and he has advised 
Kissinger to transfer to a veterinary 
school !hat has such a program. 

Kissinger said that when she en· 
rolled at OSU she planned to set 
aside her personal beliefs and per­
form live animal surgery in class. But 
over the last three years, the veteri· 
nary school at Tufts University has 
developed an alternative program 
like the one she is proposing and 
other veterinary schools are moving 
in the same direction, she said. 

"I'm not saying I don't need live 
animal surgery experience," she said. 
"But with the cadaver surgery back· 
ground, you can go to the clinic and 
perform live survival surgery, like 
spay and neuter operations, and 
learn the other surgical skills you 
need." 
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Vet student against killing 
animals; faces failing 

1
g:racte 

By Tomoko Kotaka 
Lantern staff w111er See related stories 

~, onpaget1. , , 
Jennifer Kissinger is opposed to 

killing healthy animals. Yet if she cadaver surgery,". Kb:;singel' 
doesn't, she could jeopardize her explained. "I under:;;tund thut not 
career as a doctor. . e\•erything can be taught through 

OSU's veterinary college stands cadaver surgery - I'm not saying I 
by its policy of using animals plll'· don't need Jive animal experience -
chased from a licensed animal ven- but some of the.se technique:> can 
dot• instead of u.;;ing client-owned and are being taught in alternative 
pets which need to be euthenized for pl'ograms at other universities. 
1nedical reasons, as Kis.singer has "But the animals thev use are 
proposed, , , ~- perfectly healthy and i think it 

K1s!>ingel' faces a failing grade in ' \Vould be better to use animal:; that 
a veterinary junior c01:e surg~ry will he euthenized because of medi-
cour:.:e because of certain surgical cal reasons." I 
exerci~es. . . Gary Francione, a law professo!' 
. Failure of.this course will 1:esult at Rutgers Univel'sity in :.few 
1n her expulsion from the veterinary Jersey, is one of the attorne,vs taking 
college. Kissinger's case. Francione said 

"My freshman vear I was so thev will file a lawsuit before the 
excited about being accepted into firSt half of the two-pa1·t cour;;e, 
the school, but my sophomore year I Operative Practice 620-621 is fin. 

Jennifer Krissinger w.ilks her dog, 
Mac, across the bridge between !he 
Dr.1ke Union and the Veterinary 
Campus Wednesday night. 

was hit with ~he reality of having to ished this quarter. ' 
do. !the surgical pl'ocedures!," she The University Labol'atol'y 
said . Resource purchases 235 dog:; pe1· 

\'(vman said, "Her request for an 
aite!'nath-ti is not unreasonable, but 
we want to look at pl'ograms ~hat 
would help other students in the 
future - not ju:>! her, and we cun't 
implement it (jt lht· snap of the fin· 
ger~:· 

. K1s,;;1nger propose~ the use of quartel' for two quarters for the vet­
chent-~wned pets \~·h1ch must be erina1·y college. All pl'oce<lures are 
euthen1zed for medical reasons as tenninal except fol' non-in\•asive 
an alternative, similar to Tufts techniques. 
University's alternative program in Ohio State purchases its dogs 
1'ta7sachusetts. She also proposed from Kiser Lake Kennels in St. 
Ohio State use more cadaver Paris, Ohio. This kennel is licensed 
~urgery. as does Cornell University to sell dogs specifically for research. 
in :.1ew York. Associate Dean Dr 11ilton 

. "I feel that some o~ the tec.h- \Vyman was one of man). faculty 

Literally thousand~ of pound ani­
mals are put to sleep regm·dless of 
whether thev are used for veterinarv 
course:> at' nOt, \\'yman said. · 

n1ques taught for Operatwe Practice meinbers l{issinger spoke to about 
can be taught through the use of he!' views last winter. 

"Rathel' than destt·ov the animals 
and get no use out oftllem, this way 
we can get some benefit from them." 

Sec S'J'UIJEN'l' page 2 
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Wyman:;aicl. 
Becau:;e of Kissinger's concerns, 

a conlmittee has been established 
which is looking into possible alter· 
natives fnr other students who 1nay 
share Kissinger's view;,, but when 
und whut will be iinple1uente<l is 
unknown, \Vyman added. 

Kissinge1· suggests that in order 
to fine\ animals which will be euth­
enizecl because of 111edical reason:;, 
>;tudents could ask pet- owners to 
donate their animals on the provi­
sion the owne1·s al'e fully informed 
of the proce<lul'es and purposes. " 

\\lyinan said asking pet owners 
to donate animals is a very sensitive 
issue and felt _adatnantly against 
that pl'actice. r 

"\Vould you want your pet that 
you've had fo1· 1nany years d.onated 
to a \·et school?" \\'._yn1an asked. 

Because many people think ani-
111als are usedjust for research, they 
would be less likely to donate their 
pets, he said. . 

Not necessarily true, said Tufts 
"C"niversity Assistant Professor Dr. 
John Berg. 

Dr. Bel'g is coordinator for the 
junior surgical techniques course at 
'fufts Univel':>ity. 

This wintel' will 1nark the third 
year the uni\'ersity will offe1· its 
alternati\'c track to students who 
choose this option. 

Berg i;aid, by state regulation. 
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Tufts is not allowed to take pound 
anilnals for its students to lcai·n 
surgical techniques.' 

"When we ask owners if they 
would like to donate theit• animal if 
it has to be euthenizecl because of 
1nedical reasons. we explain to thein 
exactly what will be done to their 
pet.i," Berg sui<l. 

Kissinger began speaking to 
i:;o1ne of her profosso1·s about finding 
an adequate altm·native last winter. 

''The pl'ofessors I initially spoke 
to we1·e ve1y supportive but wanted 
me to 1nake absolutely sure that 
this is how I feel about it," she said. 

She decided the following spring 
that it was indeed her stance and 
sought help in developing an altel'• 
native to co1nplete the coul':iC. 

A 1neeting with the surgery fac­
ulty in June was called to discuss 
the po:.sibility of another o·ack. 

In a letter to Kissingel' fro1n 
\Vyiuan eluted June 11, he explained 
that aft_er nluch deliberation, the 
faculty voted against offering an 
alte1·native for one student. 

Kissinger said she knew upon 
hel' ucccplunce to the medical col­
lege in 1988 that she would be 
requil'ccl to do surgkal proccdui·es 
on pound canines, 

Students accepted into the \'et· 
cl'inmy college al'e gi\•en a copy for 
acl111i~sions requiretnent and poli­
cit>s which they sign and return to 

the ad1nissions office. 
The seventh requirement states: 

"The !'acuity of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine believe that the 
use of live animals in the teaching 
progi·an1 is essential. The use of ani· 
mals is reviewed by a faculty coin-
111ittee, which considei·s the issues of 
hunlane tt·eatn1ent, anilnal rights, 
learning expel'ience and achieve-
1nent of educational objectives. 
Objection to the use of live anhnals 
will not be grounds for excuse n·oin 
class." 

Kissinger received a bi-monthly 
newsletter from the Association of 
Veterinarians for Animal Rights in 
Vacaville, Calif. which info1med her 
of the alternative programs imple· 
inented at other universities. 

AVAR put her in touch with 
Francione, who has been involved in 
about 50 cases involving student 
and anin1al rights. 

Kissinger said when she first 
~poke to the faculty last winte1', she 
had no idea it would escalate to 
legal nction. 

"All my lifo, I knew I wanted to 
be a doctor." she said. "\\/hen I ini­
tially talked to my pl'ofessors they 
were very suppol'tive and I thought 
we could work something out. :Now 
it looks like I may be expelled 
because I don't agl'ee with the school 
- what happened to the caring? 
The compassion?" 
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Rutgers professor takes on 
By Tomoko Kotaka 
Lantern staff writer 

An advocate for animal rights, Rutgers Univer~ 
sity Law Professor Gary Francione has taken a 
particular interest in OSU veterinary student Jen~ 
nifer Kissinger's case. . 

Kissinger opposes the use of healthy animals 
purchased from licensed animal suppliers to learn 
live animal surgery techniques. 

She would rather use animals that will be 
euthanized because of medical reasons than those 
which are in good health. 

Francione said he has handled or advised over 
50 cases involving student and animal rights and 
has recently \vritten a book on the issue. 

He has taken Kissinger's case pro bono and said 
they are planning to file a lawsuit against OSU's 
College of Veterinary Medicine before the end of 
this quarter. . 

11 ! am very confident the federal court \vill rule 
in favor of Jennifer," Francione said. 

In 1986, Francione \VOn a case involving a vet~ 
erinary student at the University of Pennsylvania. 
The student opposed surgical techniques on 
healthy anilnals \vhich \Vere later killed. 

After six months of fighting the university, the 
student, Eric Dunayer, \Von an out-of-court settle­
ment and the university changed its policy re­
garding alternative tracks for surgery students. 

Dunayer practices medicine at a spay and neu-

ter clinic and is now working for the Association of 
Vetrinarians for Animal Rights (AVAR) in New 
Jersey as director for AlternatiVes in Education 
and Research. 

"The case was important because it recognized 
students who had objections to the use of healthy 
animals," Dunayer said. 

"The problem with (University of Pennsylva­
nia) is that the alternative tracks are geared tow­
ards individuals," he said. "There isn't a set alter­
native for those who want to take it. This is bad 
because it means basically each student has to 
fight for their alternative." 

Susan Regan, executive director for AVAR said 
cases similar to Kissinger's are increasing. 

"We have had about 20 students call this year 
asking about other schools and the alternative 
programs they have implemented/' she said. 
"With the increase of students lo.oking into alter­
native programs, I think e. entually all universi­
ties will be offering options for those who request 
them." 

The issue of animal rights is not only increasing 
\vi th veterinary students, but la\v students as \vell. 

Francione said there is a need to uphold animal 
and student rights. This past summer he started 
the Rutgers University Animal Rights La\v Clinic 
to enforce those rights. 

Dr. Milton Wyman, associate dean of OSU's 
College of Veterinary Medicine said a committee 
hns been forrr9d and is looking at alternative 

11 

OSU case 
tracks at other schools. 

Because alternative programs are relatively 
ne,v, it is difficult at this time to assess the quality 
of the programs. 

"We feel we need to find a program that is 
adequate or· similar to the exPertise \Ve are cur­
rently teaching," Wyman said. "Our graduates 
have been in demand in the marketplace and we 
\Vant to make sure we don)t jepoardize that. 11 

Francion~ said he can't understand why Ohio 
State is not able to make concessions to accomo­
date !{issinger1s needs. 

"A student's right to an education is a first 
amendment right - especially at a public univer­
sity, )1 he said. "Ohio State seems oblivious to that 
f3ct.'1 

A major obstacle is the time constraint accord­
ingto Dr. Ronald A. Wright, dean of the veterinary 
college. 

Wright said the committee formed to investi­
gate possible alternatives are looking at programs 1 

which would benefit notjust Kissinger, but future 
students \vho share her views as \Vell. 

The committee is looking not only at alterna­
tives of other universities1 but trying to come up 
\Vith ne\V alternatives as \Vell. 

-
11We are trying to be positive, but this is a group 

decision and we haven't found an acceptable alter~ 
native to offer yet," he explained. uAnd it certainly 
\von't be done by the end of this quarter." 
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University agrees with· student's point of view 
By Tomoko Kotaka 
Lantern staff writer 

The College ofVeterinary Medicine 
at Ohio State agrees with a student 
that from a legal and ethical point of 
view, the use of client-o\vned animals 
is not an acceptable practice. 

That is what ·a letter to third year 
veterinary student Jennifer Kissin­
ger said, according to one of her attor­
neys, Kathaleen B. Schulte. 

The letter was from Gary E. Brown 
and James E. Meeks, legal counsel for 
Ohio State1 and \Vas sent on behalf of 
the OSU veterinary college. 

Kissinger is opposed to the use of 
healthy animals obtained from an 
animal vendor for the use of surgical 
techniques training. 

She has done all the classwork pos­
sible without doing the surgical tech­
niques required of her. If she does not 
do the techniques, she will fail the 
course, \Vhich \Vill result in her expul­
sion from the college. 

The letter, dated Sept. 13, went on 
to read: '1If (Kissinger's) views are so 
strong on this issue, she should con­
sider another career path or transfer 
to another veterinary medicine 
school, if she can find one more com­
patible \vith her vie,vs. Of course, in 
our opinion, she \Vill have to sacrifice 
substantially the quality of the edu­
cational progran1 she recieves in or­
der to do so." 

rrufts University in Massachusetts 
has. an alternatiye program which 
utilizes client~o,vned animals for stu­
den'ts \vho reciu:est it. 

Because of state regulations, Tufts 
is not allowed to take animals pur­
chased fro1n licensed anin1al sup­
pliers as does Ohio State, said Dr. 
John Berg, assistant professor and 
coordinator for the junior surgical 
techniques course at Tufts. 

Berg said students give question­
naires to pet O'\vners asking them if 
they would like to donate their pets to 
be euthanized for medical reasons. 

"Students take this responsibility 
on themselves and hustle on their 
own time to find (the animals)," he 

said. "We have students from many 
'!'here are some pet O\vners \vho other universities come for the large 

find this practice objectionable, Berg anin1al courses," Hoffsis said . 
added, but most do not. One of those students came last 

"We've actually had more pets summer from •rufts. She had taken 
than \Ve needed at one point and had an alt~rnative track. 
to turn so1ne O\vners a\vay," he said. "She \Vas kind of an unusual situa-

Tufts University started an alter- tion," he said. "She was here over the 
native for students in surgical tech- summer for three weeks and she ob­
niques three years ago at the request served the surgical techniques, but 
of students. did not participate in them. As far as I 

"(The alternative program) was know, she was the only person who 
started by a group of about 12 stu- came here who had taken an alterna­
dents \vho planned this their fresh- tive route." 
inan year," he recalled. "It was a very · Students who think they may be 
sophisticated proposal, which the interested in taking the alternative 
school took very seriously." track at Tufts are counseled in ad-

There are about 65 to 70 students vance and given the pros and cons 
in the techniques class, Berg said. and exactly what is expected of them, 

The first year of the alternative Berg said. 
program had 12 students. Last year's The alternative track at Tufts is 
class had six students and Berg said not without its flaws. 
he expects about four to.six students "In my opinion, the traditional la-
this winter. boratory techniques are still the best 

Berg said the program took about way to to teach anesthesia manage­
one year before it was operating, but ment and surgical techniques," Berg 
the students who spear-headed the said. "But I can understand students 
campaign for an alternative were able objections to the traditional require­
to graduate on time. ments, and we feel it is adequate 

Robert A. Wright, dean of OSU's training for someone with moral ob­
veterinary college, said it is too early jections. But we do feel our alterna­
te tell ifthe alternative programs are tive students are deflnitely up to par 
in fact adequate training for doctors. with students who take the regular 

"I don't think we have enough in- curriculum." 
formation about these programs at Berg also said that students who 
this time to adequately assess the chose the alternative programs are 
success rate," Wright said. "We're required to take three additional 
pretty muchjustshootingin the dark weeks of surgical techniques training 
\Vith alternative programs." ,- t.hei~ senior year . ... : . . 1 

However, a Tufts student who had,. -
taken an alternative track recieved a· 
prestigious residency at the Animal 
Medical Center in New York, said Su-
san Regan, executive director for the 
Association of Veterinarians for Ani-
mal Rights. 

Tufts University has a limited 
large animal clinical program so stu­
dents often come to Ohio State for 
that type of training. 

According to Dr. Glenn F. Hoffsis, 
professor of food animal medicine 
(the large animal clinic) Ohio State 
has the largest food anitnal caseload 
in North America. 

However, Cornell University in 
New York is confident with their al­
ternative program for surgical tech­
niques and do not require students to 
take additional courses. 

Dr. Jim Flanders, assistant profes­
sor of small animal surgery at Cor­
nell, said junior students can get 
adequate training through their al­
ternative program. 

"We get some of our animals from 
the local American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
\Vhich are to be spayed and neu­
tered,n Flanders said. "Students can 
learn some of the techniques needed 
for junior surgery courses.'' 

Flanders added that the alterna­
tive students do as many techniques 
through cadaver surgery as possible. 

Cornell began its alternative prog­
ram four years ago, Flanders said. 

"There are usually about 80 to 84 
students per class and about. four 
each year who choose the alternative 
program,,, he said. -

Susan Regan, executive director of 
the Association of Veterinarians for 
Animal Rights, said that in addition 
to Tufts and Cornell Universities, al­
ternative programs have also been 
implemented at Washington State, 
University of Florida, Colorado 
State, University of California at Da­

. vis and University of Pennsylvania. 
Michigan State and University of 

Minnesota are actively pursuing al­
ternative programs for their students 
as \vell, she added. . -- . --· - ·---"-

[ 
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CORRECTION 
In a story that ran Oct. 18 about 
alternative. surgical techniques 
taught at other veterinary.~chools, 
the headline should have read 
"University disagrees with 
student's point of view." .Further­
more, the firstparagr~ph should 
have read: ''The'Collegeof 
Veterinary Medidry<> at Ohi9 State 
agrees that from a legal and · 
ethical point of view, the useof 
client-owned animals is not an 
acceptable practice." Kissinger 
contends that she'wants to use 
client-owned pets.thathave · ..• 
already been euthenized bec.ause 
of medical reasons !Or a surgical 
techniques cours~-. · 
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More females apply 
to U.S. vet schools 
By Keith Montgomery 
Lantern staff writer 

The number of females applying to 
U.S. veterinary medicine colleges has 
risen dramatically during the past 10 
years, while the number of overall 
applicants has dropped, OSU officials 
said. 

Miltoon Wyman, dean of student 
affairs for veterinary mediCine at 
Ohio State. 

Ohio State1s most recent graduat­
ing class of veterinary medicine pro­
fessionals consisted of 80 females, al­
most 66 percent of the class, said Mil­
ton Wyman, OSU dean ofst.udentaf­
fairs for veterinary n1edicine. 

Currently, 59 percent of seniors, 57 
percent of juniors and \vell over 60 
percent of the freshman and sopho­
more classes in the veterinary school 
are female, Wyman said. 

There is no absolute ans\ver for 
why the trend is taking place, he said. 

Wyman said the appeal of an entry 
level job in an engineering-related 
field might appear more lucrative to~· 
some men. 

"But five to six years do\vn the 
road, you can do better as a profes­
sional (veterinarian)," \Vyman said. 

I{athy Kero, a sophomore in veter­
inary medicine, said intitially income 
is not high enough for a male to sup­
port a family. Costs of school and set-

ting up a practice can run profession­
als well over $300,000, she said. 

Vince Staniskis, a junior in veterin­
ary medicine, said the trend may be 
because women are more accepted in 
the field now than they used to be. 

"Over a decade ago, if two applic­
ants had the sa

0

n1e qualifications1 a 
man \vould be accepted before a \Vo-
1nan," Wy1nan said. 
'!'he realization that adn1ission is 
based on qualifications of the indivi­
dual rather than gender inay contri­
bute to the swing in the nu1nber of 
\Von1en entering the field, Wyman 
sajd, 

'I'on1 S1nith, president of Omega 
Tau Sigma, one of the professional 
veterinary fraternities 1 said it has 
been only about 10 years since \VO­

men were allo\ved to be members of 
the fraternity. 

Omega Tau Sigma and Alpha Phi 
Sibrn1a, another professional veterin­
ary fraternity 1 said their member­
ships are currently over half female. 

Smith said the financial help for 
\Von1en and ininorities inay be help­
ing the trend. Scholarships and 
grants nre inore readily available for 
those groups to help afford the high 
cost of professional training, he said. 

Ohio State veterinary medicine 
professional; ~re ranked in the top 
five most sought after graduates in 
the country, Wyman said. 
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SENIOR 

72 Females 
56 Males 

. JUNIOR 
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85 Females 
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GRADUATES 

80 Females 
42 Males 
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Ohio State races into research 
By J.D. Biros 
Lantern staff writer 

The Ohio Racing Commmission 
has allocated funds in the sum of 
$100,000 to Ohio State for research 
purposes. 

The money is for the OSU Depart­
ment of Veterinary Physiology and 
Pharmacology's continuing research 
and development of equipment used 
to study the respiratory system and 
oxygen usage of a through bred horse. 

Fifteen thousand liters of air are 
pumped through a mask to the horse 
while the animal is run on a tread­
mill. 

Dr. Rick Sams, heading the re­
search, said the horses run from 10 
minutes to an hour depending on the 
horses' speed. 

He said now that the equipment 
has been developed, testing with dif­
ferent drugs in the animal's system 
are currently being conducted to 

evaluate changes in the horses' per­
formance. 

The testing is similar to evaluating 
a car engine's performance in a labor­
atory where measured fuel require­
ments can be monitored, he said. 

Sams said the veterinary hospital 
will expand to contain the measuring 
equipment for medical uses. 

The commission requested the re­
searchers to keep the board informed 
on the innovations in the technology. 
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Emergency Veterinarians 
Dr. Sarah Erwin is a 2008 
graduate of The Ohio State 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Following graduation, 
she worked in a small 
animal general practice and 
emergency clinic in Columbus. 
Prior to joining the VMC at 
Dublin, she practiced at an 
emergency clinic in Dayton, 
Ohio. In addition to emergency 
and critical care, she also has a 
special interest in cardiology. 

Dr. Leigh Fenderbosch is a 
2008 graduate of Ohio State's 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Most recently, she has been 
practicing at an emergency 
practice in Dayton. Her main 
interests are in emergency 
medicine and surgery. 

Dr. Sarah Graham received 
her undergraduate degree 
from Miami University and her 
master's degree in Animal 
Science and DVM from Ohio 
State. Most recently, she has 
been working as a small animal 
general practitioner in Dayton 
and the Columbus area. Her 
professional interests include 
emergency medicine and 
surgery. 

Dr. Traci Patnode is originally 
from Upstate New York. She 
received both her Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Science 
degrees in Animal Science from 
the University of Vermont and 
her DVM from Ohio State. After 
graduation, she moved from 
Ohio to Maine and practiced 
both companion animal 
medicine and emergency 
medicine. 

Dr. Megan Stadler received 
undergraduate degrees in 
biology and chemistry from 
the University of Wisconsin­
Stevens Point and her DVM 
from Ohio State in 2012. Since 
then she has worked at a 
24-hour emergency practice 
in the Cincinnati area. Her 
professional interests include 
soft tissue surgery and internal 
medicine. 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

VETERINARY MEDICAL CENTER 

5020 Bradenton Avenue - Dublin, OH 43017 
P: (614) 889-8070 F: (614) 889-8069 

· vet.osu.edu/vmc-dublin 
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Surgery Specialists 
Dr. Reunan Guillou is a 2004 
graduate from the University of 
Nantes (France). He completed a 
rotating internship in small animal 
medicine and surgery at the 
University of Montreal (Canada}, 
and a surgical internship at a 
DVM referral center in Montreal. 
Dr. Guillou completed a three­
year residency program in small 
animal surgery at Michigan 

State University. He is a Diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. He comes to us from 
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital at Michigan State 
University, where he was an assistant professor of small 
animal orthopedic surgery. 

Internal Medicine 
Specialist 

Dr. Cory Brown is a 1999 
graduate of Oklahoma State 
University. He completed a 
rotating internship at Auburn 
University and a three-year 
small animal internal medicine 
residency at Purdue University. 
He is a Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine. He comes to 
us from Palm Beach Veterinary 

Specialists. He has broad clinical interests in internal 
medicine, with special interests in immune mediated and 
endocrine disorders. Dr. Brown is proficient in all forms 
of endoscopy, abdominal/thoracic ultrasonography, 
aspiration cytology interpretation, and tracheal/urethral 
stenting. 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

VETERINARY MEDICAL CENTER 

Dr. Laurent Guiot is a 2004 
graduate from the University 
of Liege (Belgium) and then 
completed a general internship 
in small animal medicine at the 
same institution. After performing 
general surgery in Paris for one 
year, he rejoined academia as 
an international surgical fellow 
at Michigan State University. 
He completed a three-year 

residency program with emphasis in orthopedic 
surgery. He is a Di pl om ate of the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. Dr. Guiot comes to us from 
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital at Michigan State 
University where he was an assistant professor of 
orthopedic surgery. 

Practice Manager 
Heidi Shull is an experienced 
veterinary practice manager, 
with previous work at both a 
specialty and emergency hospital 
and a well-established general 
practice. She completed both 
her undergraduate studies in 
organizational leadership and an 
MBA at Franklin University. Heidi's 
goal is to establish a collaborative 
outreach program to referring 

veterinarians and a client-oriented service model at the 
Dublin facility. 

5020 Bradenton Avenue - Dublin, OH 43017 
P: (614) 889-8070 F: (614) 889-8069 

vet.osu.edu/vmc-dublin 
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BARBARA J. PERENIC I DISPATCH 

Ohio State senior veterinary student Mary Ormsby, right, works on the puzzling neurological case of Ellie the cat with 
Dr. Ronalda da Costa, far left, and other senior students, from left, Lindsay Shirk, Gabby Glucksman and Katherine 
McHenry. 

By Collin Binkley 

The Columbus Dispatch • Sunday October 19, 2014 5:49 AM 
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Before last winter, Ellie appeared to be a healthy calico cat. But then her owner noticed the tremors - an 
involuntary bobbing of the head - and then the seizures. By spring, she couldn't walk. 

It was up to Mary Ormsby to figure out why. 

Ormsby, 25, of Centerville near Dayton, was on her third day of working in the neurology clinic at Ohio State 
University's Veterinary Medical Center. Like all other seniors training to be veterinarians at Ohio State, she is 
spending the year sampling medical specialties that could become careers. Students work two weeks at a time 
in surgery, cardiology, radiology, neurology and other fields. 

Ellie's case would be a tough one. During an hour of examining the long-haired cat, the catalog of problems 
kept growing. The cat's pupils thinned too much when Ormsby shined a light in her eye. Ellie didn't flinch at 
sudden motion. Her hind legs, racked with tremors, were much weaker than her front limbs. 

"There are too many things that don't fit," said Dr. Ronalda da Costa, the head of neurology at the clinic, who 
was supervising Ormsby. As <la Costa crouched to test reflexes in the cat's leg, he spoke to Ellie: "This is very 
important, sweetie, because this can change things drastically." 

In the inost recent round of graduate-school rankings, the College of Veterinary Medicine was named No. 5 
among 28 in the country by U.S. News & World Report, the highest ranking of any college at Ohio State. The 
school receives 1,400 applicants a year for 162 spots in its veterinary program. 

Cases like Ellie's n1ake the college a destination, said Dr. Rustin Moore, the associate executive dean. 
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The Veterinary Medical Center draws patients from across the region with complex problems, and students 
frequently get the first crack at diagnosis. "That really gives the experience, the knowledge and the skill set to 
go out and embark on their clinical careers," Moore said. 

When a badly burned horse arrived at the college in 2012, students worked alongside doctors to develop 
treatment. Students worked with Maxwell, a bull mastiff that had a hole in his heart until the college 
implanted a device to close it with the help of Nationwide Children's Hospital. 

On Friday, a police dog named Marcus reunited v.rith his owner from Bellaire, a village in northeastern Ohio, 
after recovering from surgery three weeks ago. A week before Marcus was to retire, he suffered a ruptured 
disk in his back that left him paralyzed. After the surgery, he will be able to walk. 

"They happen every day here, and I don't say that lightly," Moore said of the marquee cases. 

The college has been credited \Vi.th landmark discoveries in veterinary medicine. In the 1980s, Dr. Richard 
Olsen developed a vaccine for the feline leukemia virus, which had been the leading cause of death among 
cats. Today, that vaccine is used world\Vide, and it produced $14 million for the university over the 20 years 
that Ohio State held the patent, more than any other patent at the university. 

Beyond the public face of the college -- the veterinary hospitals -- researchers in the college are studying 
human health, too, and the diseases that are deadliest to us. 

In a building next to the animal hospitals, researchers in a lab are studying a family of viruses that includes 
HN, which causes AIDS. Upstairs, scientists are looking at harmful bacteria that have become resistant to 
medicines, seeldng new ways to overcome that resistance. 

"About 75 percent of emerging diseases originate from animals," said Dr. Wondwossen Gebreyes, the director 
of the infectious-diseases molecular epidemiology laboratory. "That's why our work in veterinary medicine is 
crucial, not just to save animal life but also to save human lives." 

With growing interest in that link, Ohio State now offers a degree that can be completed in four years by 
combining a two-year master's in public health \Vi.th a four-year doctorate in veterinary medicine. Graduates 
can fill the demand for veterina1y experts at agriculture companies and government health departments. 

"They will be detectives of diseases, from the animal side," said Dr. Armando Hoet, the coordinator of OSU's 
veterina1y public-health program. 

Students learn how to wear protective gear to deal with Ebola, anthrax or other infectious diseases that can 
pass between humans and animals. They learn about bioterrorism and that 80 percent of agents that can be 
used as infectious weapons spread from animals. 

"We train professionals to deal with those diseases both in the animal side and human side, and to prevent 
transmission from one population to the other," Hoet said. 

A summer program has started sending students to Ethiopia to look for ways to help prevent the spread of 
rabies. Other projects study whether salmonella bacteria strains from around the globe act differently and 
how influenza jumps from pigs to people at Ohio county fairs. 

After Ellie's examination, da Costa went to a whiteboard and sketched a cat's brain, asking Ormsby and three 
other veterinary students to pinpoint the problem areas. 

Their conclusion: Ellie probably doesn't have cancer, but this wasn't the simple brain disorder that her 
owners thought it might be. More likely, it's a rare genetic disorder that was causing problems through her 
cerebellum and her nervous systen1. 

"I'm not sure how much function we can reverse, but if you are interested in investigating this, I think we 
could start to do bloodwork," da Costa told Ellie's owner, Amanda Kettel, on Wednesday. 

"I understand/' said Kettel, 21, of Fairview Park, near Cleveland. She agreed to more tests, and she '\vill keep 
Ellie on medicines to control the seizures. 

"She's not suffering," I<ettel said. "She's such a happy cat." 

When existing treatments don't work, Ohio State tries to find new ones. 



Researchers coordinate dozens of c1inical experiments a year. "We have the largest clinical-trials program in 
the country for any veterinary hospital," said Moore, the associate executive dean. "At any one time during 
the year, we have 20 to 25 trials that are actively recruiting cases." 

The hospital works with OSU's Wexner Medical Center to test treatments on dogs that have developed 
cancer. Drugs that show promise in mice or rats often fail in humans, Moore said, but dogs are often a good 
comparison for human health. Sometimes, animal owners put their pets through experimental treatments as 
a last-chance effort. And sometimes it \vorks. 

A chemotherapy drug tested at Ohio State failed in humans but worked in dogs. It's now a commercially 
available treatment to help dogs with cancer. 

"Not only are they applying the highest standard of care, they're looking for the next standard of care," Moore 
said. "!think that's one of the things that Ohio State has been known for - those breakthroughs that keep 
pushing the envelope." 
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