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Presence of the Indo—Pacific genuBetrosaspongidergquist, 1995
(Porifera: Demospongiae) in the Atlantic with description of a new
species . pharmamai n. sp.)

MARIA-JESUS URF & EMMA CEBRIAN
Cente d'Estudis Avancats de Blanes. C/ Accés a la Cale&&. Francesc, 4. 17300 Blanes.Girona, Spain

ABSTRACT

One specime of a keratose sponge not ascribable to any kméwlantic genus was collealey
scuba diving from the shallorocky sublittoral of El Hierro (Canary Islands). The sponge is
irregulaly massive ad very had in consisteng with a micdoconulose athunamoued suface.
The skeleton is formed by primary fibresred with abundant feign debris and a densely
reticulatenetwork of secondary fibres, which are stronlgiypinatedand free of foeign debris. An
irregulartertiary networkformed by \ery thin fibres & also visible in somelaces. Tk features of
the skeleton difer from those ofiny gens knownfrom the Atlantic Ocean bumatch those of the
genus Petrosaspngia Bergquig described from thindo-Pacific andepresents up to now by the
speciedP. nigra. The Atlantic specieshere describedsPetosaspongia pharmamarin. sp, differs
from P. nigra by its external colour (dark brown instead of black$, ¢onsigency (a litte more
compessible), the greater width ofetlprimary and secondary fibreshe highe proportion of
primary fibres and #asmaller diameter of meshéeBhe finding ofa secoml speciesconfirms the
validity of the genu®etrosaspngia. This isthe first confirmed record of the genugtside tletype
locality.
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INTRODUCTION

The spongesbelonging to theorder Dictyoceratid Minchin, 190Q are daracterisedy a
kerabse skelebn of discrete reticulate spogin fibres, whid may or may not contain
foreign mineralbodies suchas sandor spiculesWithin Dictyoceratidaspecies with fibies
concentrically laminath choanogte chamberdliplodal, and he absence dine skeletal
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