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Abstract

Phyllopodopsyllus iuanamai sp. nov. and Phyllopodopsyllus pseudokunzi sp. nov. are described from specimens collected 

in the Channel of São Sebastião (State of São Paulo, Brazil). The nauplii of P. iuanamai, P. pseudokunzi, P. aegypticus

Nicholls, 1944 are described, additional information is given on nauplii and morphology of the adult P. setouchiensis Ki-

tazima, 1981, and on the nauplius of Laophontella horrida (Por, 1964). These represent first records of P. aegypticus and 

L. horrida in Brazilian waters. 
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Introduction

The family Tetragonicepsidae, corrected by Wells (1967) to Tetragonicipitidae, was erected by Lang (1944) to 

receive the genera Tetragoniceps Brady, 1880, Pteropsyllus T. Scott, 1906, Phyllopodopsyllus T. Scott, 1906, 

Diagoniceps Willey, 1930 and Paraphyllopodopsyllus Lang, 1944 (see Lang 1948). To these, several other genera 

were added later such as Laophontella Thompson & Scott, 1903. 

Several of these genera were synonymized (Lang, 1965) and some removed from the Laophontidae T. Scott, 

1904 to the Tetragonicipitidae. Laophontella and Willeyella Por, 1964 were synonymized (Por 1964) as well as 

Phyllopodopsyllus and Paraphyllopodopsyllus (see Lang 1965). Fearia Coull, 1971 is a junior synonym of 

Tetragoniceps (see Kunz 1984). 

Boxshall & Halsey (2004) considered Tetragonicipitidae as a very speciose family in the tropics, where they 

can be found in various marine sediments at different depths. Though predominantly marine, Karanovic et al. 

(2001) reported the occurrence of representatives of the family in subterranean continental waters. 

The Tetragonicipitidae is now composed of 12 genera (Wells 2007), the most representative being 

Phyllopodopsyllus and Tetragoniceps, with 48 and 10 species respectively. The genera Oniscopsis Chapuis, 1955, 

Phyllopodopsyllus, Protogoniceps Por, 1964 and Tetragoniceps had already been collected off the São Paulo State 

by Rocha et al. (2011). 

This study amplifies the family distribution with first record of the Phyllopodopsyllus aegypticus Nicholls, 

1944 and Laophontella horrida (Por, 1964). in Brazilian waters and adds two new species to those cited by Wells 

(2007). 

Material and methods

Sediment (sand and gravel) were taken with bottom samplers or manually in São Sebastião Channel at 5–7 m depth 

in the following localities: off Itaçuce (Guaecá point), in Sítio de Calhetas, in Cigarras, in Pitangueiras, in São 

Francisco beaches (off São Sebastião city), and in Parcel da Praia Grande (off São Sebastião island). 


