s -
. . - " S - A -
3 - SV NI AT
¥ Bl 8 o L - 2wV L
TARM . n e A
FORT B I x, GLunilala

I LITARY HISTORY

e

OPKXRATIONS COF 3D BAUTALIun 714 INWANIRY

cEPTEMBLR 29 = OCTOBER 9, 191z

(Personal Experience)

CAPTAIN H. D. AYR&S, INFANTRY

o

P

Y A a1 i



: BIBL IO RAPEY .

J« o 45, 34 Division P.C.

ctober 3, 1818,

C‘ =y

,
(8]

, oth Brigade F, 0. No 89, bth Erigade P.C.
— Tayel Pme, Octover 3, 19ld.

/ f e, {..L.sv{

History History of the &d Division,
Unitea Svates Army, in the
Worla far for the period

? 1218 to January,
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A compilation of the eftorts of four
officers of each unit, narrating tine
activities of tne various units.
Although in eomeé instances the recorc
was written by officers who were not
present during certain actions, tae
records were available and information
was received at first hand anc it is
believed to be fairly accurate.
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INTRODUUL LON

On September 29, 1918, the 3d Division, as part
of III Corps Reserve, was lLocated in the vicinity of and
south ofqﬂqghcourt. The 7th Infantry,part of tne
Division, was bivouacked in the northeastern edge of
the Bois e Hesse. Hhere the 3d -“attalion, about
whose activities this néerrative will attempt to deal,
was like a spirited horse, champing at the bit, be-
cauce they were not forwarc where the sction was taiing
place. TExpected ordersto advance hed not arrived, so
while awaiting these orders, let us look briefly at the
condition of this battaiion.

The physical condition and the morale of tne
battalion was high. After a beptism of fire on the
liarne at Chateau Thierry, Belleau Voods and the Alenee
Marne offensive, they had been in a rest area for sev-
eral weeke where replacements filled up the companies
to full strenoth and some training was done., The
strength consisted of 20 officers and about 1200 men.
They then had marched and trucked during the S2t. Eihiel;
and the beginning of the lMeuse-Argonne offensive.

During this period the replacements had passed through
this hardening process and had Decome imbued with the
epirit of the 7th by this time. lMany of the officers
and a few of the noncomumissioned officers had been with
tne organization since its early training days in Ceump
Gréene. Discipline was good and eguipment in good order.
They had been expecting for some time orders to advance
because the 3d Division had been tried and in their

- pride in its achqRvements, they knew it ‘could be

depended on.
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The time had been spent in resting and cleaning
up and oiling equipment and in some training, such as

was possible to give uncer cover, hildden within the

P

eage of the woods by day anc shivering during the
chilliy nights. The weather weeg rainy end cold. Combat
formations and technigue of bayonet and grenade anu

trench warfare were stressed.

ADVANCE TO THi FRONT

At last the orders came transferring the 34 Divi-
sion to the V Corps and ordering a move by warching to
the north edge of Bois de liontfaucon in Corps Reserve.
The battalion officers were asgsembled and the situation,
as 1t applied to the regiment ,exnlained. The V Corps
had been having hard fighting since the beginning of
this great offensive.

It appeared very orobable that once in that Corps,
we would again soon see action. The V Coross was com-
posed of the 82d, 79th and 32d Divisions.

The attack had been progressing fairly well despite
the stubborn resistence of the enemy. We had heard
Montfaucon had been taken but only after severs casusl-
ties had been suffered. The front line was somewhere
north of the town.

The orders pgeéteining to the movement were read
and instructions given. The regimental order had been
isgued to conform to & march table and set the time to

begin the march at 8:00 Pi 29 September, 1918, The 3d

Battalion the last in the column.
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The battalion order was -iven to all companles
to be ready to move out at 3:30 Pii. L Company had
already gone forwarc with the Pioneer platoon of
Headouarters Company to find or make a way throush the
wire and to station gulides to pnrevent organizations
going astray.

The battalion hsd been marching at frequent
intervals at night for some time vast, so it wss with
little confusion that the 34 Battalion was in the'

column and on its way at tne time set,

IHy MARCH TQ MONIFAUCON

What a night. We had experienced plenty of hard
going but this was the worst. It was raining herd, The
route led across the shell torn ground of the old front
line near Avoﬂbcurt. What had once been roads were torn
and shatterec by artillery fire anc heavy loadec vehicles
traffic. With the rain, they becamedMnfosses of mud. In
rain snd darkness, through gaps in the wire, stumtling
in and floundering out of shell holes, down and up again,
the going was hard. Here is a road, the going will be
easier)but it is a felse hope. A few yards and we turn
off into the open along a trail where the rate of advance
becomes & snail's pace. It is impossible to go any
faster, No one who made that march will ever forget it.
If ever an organization needed good reliable guides, it
wae that night., The difficulties had been foreseen,
however, and the higher command had done their part well.

ter an interminable night, the march came to an end
and around 5:00 Ay 30 September the regiment had reached
its objective. L//,/’ .

- There wgs no- reev, however, for at 6:30 AM orders
were received for the regiment less the 3d Battalion, |
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Machine-Gun Company, and Supnly Company, to make a
daylizat relief of the 313th Infantry of the 78th
Division,

From the crest of the ridge at davlight the

D

shattered town of lontfaucon could be plainly seen
off to the north, and in the foreground the arca over
which the 7Sth had passed in ivs gallant effort to
rcach the army objecrch.afﬁge ricd~-e was exposed and
the eneny artvillery tecame very pctive,so tne Battalion
was moved into the position assicned to it in & ravine
south and east of llonttaucon, where it becamne 5th
Erigade TESETVU.///

IN 51H BRIGADE RESERVAL

September 30 to QOctoker 3

Here it remained wnile the advance battalions
cug in ana reorgenized tne line, A battalion P,C,

Was esteblished anc phone connection with Brigade
established. The time was occupied with resting, dry-
ing out clothing and blankets -- a genersl cleaning up,
and in some training. Burying dead men and animals was
also one of the unpleasant jobs that hac to be done,
Both a light and a heavy Cerman machine gun were found
and some instructions were given in the manipulation

of these weapons.

Here also for the first time we saw the new weapon
of the A£,F., the Browning automatic. A number of them
were found, cleaned and put into concition. Soume of
the noncommissioned officers who had been to school at
Chatillon had some knowledge of the ménner in which
these rifles operated and were able to instruct others.

This new weapon appeared to be far superior to the

"



Chautchaut, tne sutometic weapon with which we were
armed and which wes of a c¢ifferent calibre, Orders
were lssued that tne French auto rifle would not bve
discarded as there was much of this am:unition on
hana and supply was dccoming deily a more and more
c¢ifficult probl:im,., All the companies in the battalion
acouired some Brownings and €x1p8mmagazmes

Urders were igsued for company instruction in
airplane signal comiunications, flares, rockets,
zrenades and ges mask.VLGnr morning an order was
receivec to furnish to the supply officer s salvage
detail for the purpose orf policing up the area, bury-
ing some dead soldiers anc horses of the 79th and
salvaging materiel, Tais crought loud complaints
from the men detsiled., What did they mean -- police
up a battlefield. Why dicn't the 79th do it? It was

however
cone, and conciderable equipment was recovered and the
area was certainly more sanitary.

The scout and intelligence anc signal officers
all carried on instructions with their groups and
reconnoitered the area forward. We lcarned_of the
advance of the regiment and that severe casualties
were suffered going down the open slopes from the
heights of Wontfaucon to the valley of the Andonhto
the Bois de Beuge, where along the north edge of the
woods one battalion was in the front line and one
about 800 yards south of the woods. V//

Enemy airplanes were very active and several
aerial duels were witnessed. The outcome or finish
of the fight we did not see, as they passsed into the

clouds. Sometimes as many as ten and fifteen German



planes woula fly over anc it was the signal tc take
cover, Our oovservation balloons in our rear positions
were visivle and it wzs to drive these down that
several sinzle planes attacked them.
e _ ~ balloons
It was astonishing how quickly theg could Dbe
crought down when threatened, ©On one occasion a plane

was brouzht down by rifle fire and fell over near 5th

Brigade P.C.
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WARNING ORDsH — OCTOBLR 3, 1918

Receipt of informati-on that an attack would be
mwade at H hour October 4, 1918 by the V Corps came
from Brigade Heacouarters on the afternoon of Cctober
2d and that the Battalion would move forward with the

Q attack,

[ i ”

%9] ~ Later that night the copy of F.0. No 45, 2d
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Divisidn P.C., was received. ALl officers were ascembled
and the situation explained by tne battalion commanders.,
Instructions were given to issue extra smmunition,

two days reserve rations and grenades ana check made

of signal equipment, flares and rockets.

The battalion commande? was ordered to brigade
P.D. and upon his return about Z:00 o'clock the
officers were again assembled and final orders were
given,

Firet, breakfest was ordered for 3:30 AM. Tae
pattalion supply officer was present and told to make
it a good hot one as it might be the last one for
several days. The kitchen section was under the
charge of this ofificer who at the time remerked in
his characteristic way, "You'll get your chow all
right if you let me know where you are. I'll get it

up there to you";




As we were to follow the supnort ocaittalions,

gradually closing up to 1,000 yerds, companies were

ordered to be assembled ready to march at 4::5 Al
- . . Cg
Jctober 4, Formstion in column Scoutv o:ilcerJI e
= : . e , (:9{,’ i .QC",!} . =
Battalion Commenderana Staff -= K == L == Ul :EglnltlmlL?.

Upon clegring the woodg and passing over the
liontfauconeIvoiry road, the advance woula be made in
two columns over the open grounda in aporoéch marcn
Iormation, Tie route to be taken was Bois de llont-
taucon--Trail.leading northwest to Montfeucon--Ivoiry
road, then trsil lending generally northwest toward
Cierges. The general area had been reconnoitered by
the scout officer and his guide and the battalion
commander during & trip to the Regimental P.C. near
Bols de Beuge. The battalion commander had remarked
that the ground over which the regiment had marcaed
was too open and exposed and he was taking this route
because it offered more cover, if a little:iiiggg,,,ﬂa

All arrangements were made for the move that
night and figuring om a little rest, we turned in.

: Qo) Brigade ) . as
Along came the reglmental“ordersd631gnat1ng.&ssault
+h ; me a
unit £'%d Bettalion # support,lst Battalion at 300
te 3d ey
yards, reserve battalion 1o follow support at 1,000
yards until called for by the regimentel commander,
The Brigade order had given no boundaries be-

tween regiments, but the regimental order gave Hill 341‘7

(south of road) west edge woods 268, west edge of woods

250, west éﬁge of Bois de Cunel as the eastern limifts
of 7th Infantry. Western limits same as Division,

The 24 Battalion was to move to the west and be |
in position at 4:25 AM prepared to attack an hour iater.
Just what the regult of the movement was to be, we did

not realiée'ét the tiﬁe;'although the battdlion commander

s ; : g



remarked that it didn't look good to him., Pernaps
a move to tne flank can be made in maneuver, but in
war and under fire, it results in heavy losiif;’,fr*"—#wm_
After a few fitiul dozing periods, the hour to
march came around, en were awakened, soon finishing
orcakfast, and later forming up and at 4::5 with
comparative little confusion, we startea the march,
Again it began rsining. In another hour it should be
light enough to sce the way and by that time we snoula
pe somewhere near our position, which was 1500 yards
southeast of Clierges.,

//ggere wee little chance of losing our way. The
Scout officer was leading and had posted guldes. 3ut
reconnaissance in the daytime and movement at nignt or
in fog are two different things as it later nroved,
though no harm resultea., Provision had only been made
for the period of march in the darkness, after 5:30
A¥ it would be light enough to cdistinguish landmarks
so there was no need of guices., All went well for the
first hour and with the Scout Q0fficer and & small
detachment, compsnies in column of twos on both sides

e G;.ac.kud-]
of the road (if it could be called a roadyyammlcéazhhng

A
the ridge alonz which was the Montfaucon--Ivoiry Roadgnd
followed the reverse slope toward that town. About

5130 the battalion commander said we should turn off

now and get down the slope under cover, Going up to

the head of the column, the scout officer assured us
that the lost guide would scon meet us ana anyhow it was
beginning to get light. So it was and a fog was algo
banking up and visibility was very poor -- not over 50
yards., All terrain features looked alike.L,The

’,

battalion commander wes worried but kept on, It was
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approaching 6:00 o'clock and we should ve close to
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our posivion but were still on the ridge. He ordere
Now
& change of direction ana a ehort while Later the fog
Lifted ana in the distance a small village anpeared.
Ihis coula not be Cireges? "e saw some solciers. AsS
tney approached, they asked "Is this the 3zd Division?®"
They were from the 37th Division anc expecting to ve
relieved anc salid the town was Ivoiry. Te were gomewnat
off our route but that can't be helped now,

On through the town we went. Again we replied to
guestions "No, this ie not the 326" and heard the
information "The front is up there about a mile", For
2 long time artillery and machine guns had been heard
to our front end flanks but whether ours or the enemy's,
we could not tell. We knew when our barrage started,
There was no chance of not knowing the cdirection of tae
front (follow the sound of the guns was all that was
necessaryéﬁjﬁfﬂ

Uncé in the open field an open formation was
ordered and the companies moved oif to both flanks to
get intervals., I Company was on the right, K on the
left and L ana )M and Battalion Headguarters -- with:
medical section and bearers -- following at 300 yards.

Visibility began to get better., It was now around
7:00 o'clock, Occasionally we could get glimpses of the
high ridges to the north. We were now oriented but had
not made coq}act with the support battalion and had not
contacted any 3<d Division on our left. A strong
combat liaison group was ordered sent out from I
Company to locate the 7th and another one Irom K
Company orn the left flank to connect up with units of

the 3zo Division.



Continuing on, we passed down into the Andon
Valley. Ghells began to fall here and there close
by. Tne fog still hunz low in the valley. Te should
be in contsct any time now with suvpport. There is
heavy firing. It is now around 8 o'clock, After a
orief halt, we move forward. The fog begins to
dissipate in the valley and more shells coue among the
cattalion, Severagl men are hit and the first aid men
get to work. Visibility is stiLl fair, but we 'don't
see any troops moving., Again & halt, Tne platoon of
I Oompany is now scen working ahead. e arrive near the
southwest edge of Boig Lmont ana moving along the

lopes we finally get across the Raw de Andon anc are
under the cover of the south slope of Hill 254. Now,
we begln to see our infantry and learn what has
happenea. The attack has been stopped =-- later we
learned why in cetgil. "e learn that the advance
Regimental P.,C. is located in Cierges and it is hot
up there. 'i'ne"j;"ﬁ’a.‘{r‘és machine cune and artillery
regigtered on the crossroad?gé the open space east of
the town anﬁ’ﬂarassing eontinu&lly.

FROM BRIGADL RESWRYE TO THE RUGIMENT

le started up the roaa and met the combat liaison
platoon of I Company returning from the direction of
Cireges., They had bsen nearly into the town an& were
returning to join the battalion. |

The lieutenant réported that ne had met the
colonel anu the adjutant and that the colonel haa
told him "to go find the 3d Battalion and get it up
herell,

A few minutes later we met the colonel and
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learned the situation,

The attack had been stoprec. The left flank
was open. Both the lst and 2d Battalions were
comnittec ana all mixed up and voth had ceen ail snot
up. The enemy machine gun and artillery had been
terrific ena accurste., The line, while not definitely
known, wes from Hill 241 west ana bending soutis to
Hill 239.

The information ss I recall it was meager and
very incetfinive-

The colonel ordered, "Get your vattalion into
position and te rerady to attack west of tne Cierges-
Romagne rcad on order. The rest will be given you

later®,

SQING _L;‘JTU POSILIOYN

The firet decision was the selection of the
asgault units and to get something in the gao on the
left, The battalion commsnder orderea, "Get K Coupany
up end all the comp=ny commanders", Goilng back to
where the battalion was haltea, the battalion wase
founa teking advantage of such cover as was possible, on
the south slope of Hill 2354~-about 800 yarue southeast
of Cierges--near the road. They were not directly ex-
posed to fire but were not concealed from planes and
were bombed and wmachine gunned by a& number of plancs
that swooped over tne hiil, but little damage wes done,
The company coummandersand platoon lezders saw that there
was no bunching. There was little difficulty in getting
the officers together and we went on back toward Cierges.
K Company had begun to move forward and in a few mianutes
was just south of the exposed part of the road which

for about 100 ydrds was subjected to machine-gun fire,
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It halted tneIE,Effif_fzziﬁé*”’/,””

Followed by the battalion heaaguarters group,
we doubletimed across and a P,C. was located in the
cellar of a shatterea builcing on tane north edge of
the town, It waes not the best place, but it was cover
from anything but a direct hit. Constructed by the
enemy, the entrance unfortunately for us faced the
wrong way, out this was barricaced with railroad ties

still neavy The church steeple in the town was still

anc steel ri;ie and was quite safe, The snelling was
stending end it was an excellent aiming voint, even if
the Germans had not known the country,whrehtheyhad heldfor
nearly feer years.

The battalion commander here brieiry told the
officers what he had heard of the situation from the
colonel anc continued, "Get I and K Companieg into
position right away. I on the right, K on the left
along the road. Bring them into the town in smaell
groups, Cet unger cover guickly." By noon these
compenies were in line west of the town under cover
of sghallow trenchies and along the road, L and M Companies
remgined along the roa Waﬁ‘gé{tgcfl#had been sent from K
Company to obtain liaison with the 32d Division. A
messenger with a mescoge soon eturned., The 126th
Infantry had been located. This was relayed to

Regimentel P,C. and doubtless relieved some anxietyzf;f’

7TH INFANTRY SITUATION OCUOBuR 4 AT 11:00 AM
In the advance P,C. we learn the situation in a
l1ittle more detail and get the plenfof the attack
that afternoon. '
Enemy strongly intrenched on Hill 250--Hill 253
and high ground esst and west of Romagne. Machine-gun

fire is coming on the left flank from Bois de Valoup




and on the right flenk from Hill 250--Woods 250 and
Woods 268.

The attack has stopped on the right. From all
accounte, the 4th Infantry attack had fared little,
if any, better than the 7th, Units of the lst and 2d
Battelions were intermingled. The left front was
covered by two compéanies of the 8th Machine Gun Bat-
talion from position on Hill £41 and south of Hill 232,
F Company south of FNantillois-=-Cierges road=--part of

H;stgry_V/ G Company and some unite of H Company on the southwest
e SRS slopes of Hill 241 north of the road., B Company is on
east part of Hill 241,

Incessant mechine-gun fire sweeping the ridgesand
firing down ravines prevented communication with the
advanced units.

v/' In conjunction with the 126th Infantry, the entire
History regiment was going to attack at 4:40 under cover of a
il smoke screen, The 3d Rattalion on the left, the other

unite on the right.

Miesion: to sweep across the exposed ridges under
cover of the smoke ﬁnd take Hill 25% ana trench Mamelle aung/
prgenize for defense againet a counterattack.

The 3¢ Battalion to hold out a reserve. There was to be

no artillery preparation. The Division artillery was

steadily firing on the enemy positions,éa/.ﬂforfé a//é"r
noorn *’iis/‘f'ﬂ' ceased.

RECONNAISSANCE
34 Bn
Going Back to the P.C, whewe we find the company
commancers. Maps are gcarce and of the hasfchured type.
Some few of the Verdun A had been received, but mostly

we had Verdun B, There was usually one map to a
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company, so personal reconnalssence frequently became
necessary, Let us take a look at this terrain ana
the features as the battelion commander sees it.
Degpite the sheils falling in and around the ruined
town, we work forward to where we can get a view of the
terrain. ©Stretching northward over a shallow valley &,
) ‘ Read -The v iy ht (East) bo‘uncla.r?‘ﬂ;”
is the Cierges--Romagne, In the distance some housesg'=-
which is Romagne perhaps z4 miles distant. Paralleling
the road 250 yvards west is the Rau de Andon, a small
streea.l.-, nere at Gierises‘about 10 feet wide and in places
4 feet deep and flowing north. 200 yards west of the
stream & narrow gauge railroad divides the sector and
makes an easily locatec boundary between companies,

To the west the map shows & road running north

dur risten boumdary is beyond that roud.
into Romegne, Directly in front and to the west 500
yards is a hill for an 0,P. now occupied by the guns
of 2 platoons of C Company 8th Machine CGun Battalion.
There is our zone of action to tne Rau de Coup, To
the west & series of irregular ridges sloping gently
gown to the valley of the Rsu de Andon., To the east
are three ridges parallel to the front, each ridge
bare of trees, and gurmounted by commsnaing hills
covered with woods. Theaéfggg in the 4th Infantry
area, The gpurs of these hills point to the wesgt and
slope gently down into the velley. All of these
slopes and ridges and the Rau de Andon form formidable
obstacles. The ground had the appearance of a horsc-
shoe with the toe to the north, Fire,to be exnectea
of theseridges

from all parts,converging in the center,

The strength of the enemy was not known. Fot

much infantry had been observed. WelLl concealed

\ »




trenches and-machine guns were known to be sited on
the hills to the east, Hill 25&% ana further northfvziench
Memelle. Heavy fire had been delivered on the attacking
forces in the morning from all points.

There w=8s practically no cover except the little

and shetl holes

afforded by the folds in the ground, 'Ehcs:e from fire Lol
‘j’lf&'jom(‘pra wCliten
and /
from the front, out subaect to plun11n§ fﬁre from the

hills to the east ,that dominated the velley.

It Looked 1like a hard proposition. However, it
might not be as hard as it lookegé;;égip

A call took the battalion coumander to the regi-
mentaliP.C. and on his return the details of the
attack were glvinl. About 3:00 o'clock the major return-

Nodp
ed iromAJ.b. The verbal order as given to the company
commanders was short, simple and plain. As nearly as
I can recall after fourteen years it was about like
this: "We attack at 4:40 Py to-day with the regiment,
under cover of a smoke screen, The 1l28th Infantry will
attack on our left, There will be no artillery
preparation, You all know as well a8 anyone where the
unite of the 18t and 2d Battalions are on Hill 241 and
to the right i;ggt. The migeion o7 the battalion is

by frontal &tt&ck\quifEEBEE)tne trench Mamelle and

the high ground near Romagne. To assist with fire on

Hill 253 the ceapture of that position. Assault com-

panies I on the right, K on the left, Boundary between

companies the narrow gauge railroad. L Company in

support will follow I Company. M Company will be moved

into the positions occupied by I Company when the attack

begins and remgin in reserve. Move forward in successive
Rate o advanee 1004ds in Hein oTEs .

thin lines. (6 Keep going while the smoke lasts. First aid

station will be in Clerges. P.C. remains for the present



hoye. 1 will.be wifh thé gupport line of X Company.
Drop all blanket rolls. Any prisoners to the Regimentel
F.C." 1The company commanders left after exoression of
c00d wishes all around.

Promptly on time the smoke shells began to drop
about 1500 yards ahead =- plenty of them and in a very
few moments it had the aopearance of fog comiang up.

The men lezve their positions and start to advance,

Enemy machine-gun and artillery fire begian to come cown

on the valley and the slopes. The advance continues.
/ Another line comes out =-- looks almost Like extended

order drill, Men advﬂqcing glowly. They continue to
come widely snacec:?"{aafﬁggg?gination and shortly
after with several runners we follow in the atteck and
work over to K Compsny. The smoke keecps getting
thicker. The Battslion commander orders a strong
combat group out on the left flank from K Company. The
smoke is getting so thick visibility begine to get poor.
Voices are heard yelling to keep contacty/’ﬂe pacs by
the guns of the 8th machine-gun unit who are firing a
barrage on Hill 283.
K Company begins to get casualties from fire from
the right flank. I Comp-ny is almost screened from view.
There is constant yelling now. The smoke is so
thick it 1e hard to see more than fifteen or twenty
yvards. Oasualties are more frequent. Smoke shells
begin to drop and seem to burst close by. The wind
is blowing the smoke back in our line. A runner brings
a message from I companxf9moke gshells falling short --
tell them to raise the ranget The message is sent
back to Reglmental P.C. It is clearer back there.

Juddenly, the air begins to clear and the shells stop

TR " Y@

~ falling, There are the enemy lines but we are not close



enough to celiver fire. He sees us and a deluge of
fire from automatic wegpons is flung at us. With

airect obs&rvatiogﬁoﬂqthe hills, artillery is brought

to the edge of the woods ano fired point blank., The
smoke has blindea our lines and not the enemy;/’f; is
not possible to advance and face tnat fire., Casualtics
are increasing and the orcder is given to K Comveny to
dig in. I Company in the valley had not suffered as
much as K Company on the slopes, but a runner brought

& message, "Cannot advance further -- am digzing in.
Fire from the front and both flanks causing many cas@yl-
ties. G Company is digging in." o message had been
received from L Company but they had been moving slightly
east of tne road to get some cover,/ The enemy fire
slackened some. Orders were sent to all companies to
advance. A message was relayed from Hegimental P.C.
¢.P., that a counterattack wes forming up in a trench
near Hill 235.

.//Gt was at this time that a demonstration was maae
of the result to be obtained by a courageous combat
group with automatic fire power., A corporal and a
private who were well out to the front nad seen a
nunber of the enemy forming up for a counteréttacx and
from their position head fired and driven the enemy back.
They continuea to fire until one wes killed by a machine-
gun bullet./A short time later ordere came from the
regiment to halt the attack and consolidate the position.
The &attack had been stopped.

Runnerg were sent to tine companies with
instructions to dig in and hold,
The attack had melted away under the withering

well directed eneyy fire from the heights. It was not
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more men that were needed. No acvance could be made
up theat valley until either tae artillery had blasted

away the defenders or they hac been maneuvered out.

The position of the enemy lines was developed more

fully. llessages began to come into the P, C. where we
had returned, giving locations of enemy guns and
reguesting fire on them. Guns of the enemy were sited
80 the fire swept the crests of the slopes and wown

the ravines., There was no getting men forwara until
these guns were put out of oumnfgmmoa. 'ne artillery
batteries are firing on such targets as are given them=--
so are the machine-gun companies. Positions for our
machine guns are limited.

The darkness falls but with Little cessation of
firing. An effort is mace to move forward, some little
advances are mace to less exvosed positions. Some units
draw back until an irregular line of outposts is
established. Messages begin to come in of the general
location of the line., I Company was entrenched cue west
of Hill 241. X Company about 300 yards south of Hill
332, L Compeny had two platoons on the southwest slope
of Hill 241 and another platoon along a trail 300 yarcs
south of I Compeny. M Company was still in Cierges,
naving moved up during the attack., Report of tae line,
wae sent to Regimental P,C, Wounded were brought in by
the litter bearerﬁ;’,?

tho

Orders were eent to,advance companies 0 advance
patrols forward under cover of darkness, but little wﬁs
accomplished. There was no hot chow that night to the

advance units.

AOTION ON OOTOBER 5iH
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attempts to acvance,\SOmé units moﬁeu ferward slichtly
to a little better cover. Holes were deepenec. Tach
attempt at movement brousht down eneny fire, The eneay
hsd perfect observatiocn and he was very alert.

Messages are continually received from Headouarters
ordering patrols out to push forwsrd. The order is
sent out and a message comee back "Can't advance without

artillery. This has turned out to be a tough spot.”

ATTACK ON THE S5TH OCTOBER

At last the higher command realizes that tne eneny
position cannot be tasken without artiilery, for orders
were received for res§m§iq the attack by the brigade
with several hoursﬁconoégiration on Hill 250--Woods 850--
Bols de Cunel anc Trench Mamelle, This fire continues
and when the 155's begin to drop on the enemy line the
advance starts,slowiy at first. The enemy is very
stubborn ano continueg to fire. Suddenly the flank fire
from Hill 250 and Woods 50 ceases. Has the 4tn Infantry
taken the position? Had the resistance of tne enemy
defensive groups been broken? At any rate, the cessation
of the fire permitted the battalion to advence. L
Company commander had taken advantage and pusned forward
and beyond the Rau de Qoup.

M Company was ordered up in support of L Combany n
who had advanced to the lower slopes of Hill £b% west of] '
& 223, About 8:00 Pi the position of the units of
the battalion was K Company west of narrow gauge rail-
road 500 yards southeast of HiLl 2335. I Company astride
Rau De Andon, egst of K Company. M Company advancing
and nearing the battelion P.C. which had been moved to

Cierges--Romagne Road--Trail Junction esst of Hill z4l.

———
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Jrcers were lssued to move i and K Company east of tne
Andon. Thie necessitated a short march to the souta.
I'ne platoons of I Company and K Compaay were oraersd
to ascemble near the P,C. X Comvany arrived first
ant was sent into the Line on the left of L Cowpauy.
I Company arriving later was put into position
7. = the
west of Company X.A Mlescage from Regiment ordered
petrols into Romagne anc across the Rue ce loussin.
Patrols were sent out. Later, around midnignt, a
message from I Compeny reported patrols had met heavy

fire anu were un ble  to acvance, aﬂ4’7}9ﬂ44€ /75”V&0@
mwas 4#4-‘0777 L 6’//

The uattallan‘ﬁs now entirely east of the Rau
e Ancon and an obestacle limiting meneuver was
eliminated. The battaelion P.C. was established in
an old dugout near somé aviation sheds near the Trail
Junction--Cicrges Romagne Rosd. In taking stock of

the situation, the greatest advance had been made

after 5:00 PM., Almost w1tnout reslstance Hlll_b55

R ——— P it T

had been occuoleu. Patrols are pushec forward but are

e — g R

unable to cross tue crest of the hill, being met with
fire from machine guns. Orders are issued for the
coneolidation of the position. The actual line is

not yet well known 'he supply officer arrives at the
P,C. and says there is plenty of hot food on the
supply wagon and he will bring it up as far as he can’
but don't want to risk the animesls. He is instructea
to bring it up at 1lz:00 o'clock and a platoon of M
Company who are moving up are held to carry food.

Orders are sent out to have carrving details ready to

get the food from the rear of their positions.f The

commander of M Company came in to the P.0. to get some

-50=-



acdditional instructions regarding the exasct location.
A runuer from I, Compasny wes sent with the leading
elements to guide thne company in. The orders wiven,
ne left shortly after to go with his company. A few
minutes later & runner came in and said that the
captein had been killed. '"e all felt shockecd for he
wes very popular and well lLiked by both men and
officers. He was a fatalist and had a premxoaition of
his death during the war.

liore megsages came in from Headguarters. "ihere
is the front 1line? Get information back., Has Hill
<53 been taken?" About 11:00 PM the battalion
commanderg accompenied by the adjutant and two runners

tarted up to make a perscnal reconnaiscance of the
lines, The Dattelion commander was not one to stay
in & dugout. Giving orders, he exposed himselif to
gsee at first hand whether 2r not they had been ful-
filled and what was the reason they had not or could
not be carried out. Mis action%in being in the for-
wara positipn%had a Wonderful effect on the morsle
of the men, They recognizec him as & leader.

Following the trail northeast we went over the
western slope of Hill 241 across the Rau de Coup --

a ravine which we knew was likely to be a bad position
again if Woods 250 were rocaptured the next day.

The night was broken by the put put of machine
guns at irregular intervals. Was some nervous machine
gunner imagining that some enemy patrol was apprdaching
or was it part of the plans of defense? Was he firing
at some of our patrols? Flares and caterpillar rockets

were frequently eent up by the enemy and whenever one

~went up, we hit tie ground for as soon ag they buret
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nigh uo in the air and begen to float away, the surrounding
area was lighted with a ghastly effect. Ais soon as
they went out, we went on, the darknese more intense
then ever., OQur pistols were ever ready to our hana.
o telling when we might run into a patrol. Ceversl
officers were mis:.ing, killed or captured -- we had
heard only that evening. Too, we might be mistaken

as enemles by some of our own men., We were getting
nearer to the upper slopes now, advancing cautiously,
when sudaenly a flare went up. We hit the ground.

The shadow of a man wes outlined for s moment, then
disaprpearea, Reagonably sure that it was one of the
men of K Company, we lay quiet trying to locate the

xact spot where the silhouette had been seen. Thaen
8. voice wae heard. "Who the hell's theret" The
Battalion Commander said, "Wnat company is thigt®h "X
Company", came back the answer. Cetting up, we approach-
ed the soldier, alert)tnough he must have been nearing ex-—
haustion from loss of sleep and exposure and little

fooa. He was one of the sentinele of a combat group
out of the left flank of K Company. As we approacned
closer, he said, "What the hell are you doing up here?

"oy

The Helnieeg are just over tine hill there, I am the
the mon|ov ﬂ'rhu!,

Battalion Gommanoer, “Where is your Captain?" "Back
Mo seldier answered,
that way about seventy-five yards." We had almost

passed through the lineg. Golng over to the company
P.C., we found there two officers hudcled in a shell
hole. WNearby some runners and further off another

. shadowy group. It was found that the company had moved
further up the hitl and the outposngfggll out in front.
Contact was established between the three companiesg on

the hill., The main thought in their minds was "When

1s_ahow coming up?" Tney had not received the message

R



to sena back carrying psrties behind the lines to the
trall crossing Rau de Coup.

"There is I Conpsny" Have you seen the Csptein

s

of I GOmnpny?i He was up here just after your messsge
came notifying us that & patrol was going forward. He
said he was going to try and o across the Rau de
Moussin. Heara nothing since except plenty of heavy
firing toward Romagne." Two platoons of I Compasny are
cown the sLope about 50 yarde and further west on the
gpur., Ve located L Company who nad their line well
outpusted and found M Company further down the slope.
"’1;:’;ur way back we met tae carrying party stumbling
along carrying marmite cans of food, two men to & can
suspended on & pole for that purpose. The detachment
for security relieved the carrving party at intervals.
There was plenty of food that nignt, but, too, therc were
lots of hungry men on that hill. They were cautioned
to be quiet for a lignt machine gun sneakea up to an
advantageous poeition could create disaster with a
few bursts.

Arriving at the P,.C., we found & can of food and
it wae consumed with scant ceremony. One hot meal a
day is sbout all that could be expected in a situation
Like this, If there was some covered approabhea to tﬂe
position, more hot meals could be delivered even though

men in position did not want to draw the fire of the

genemy by moving.

. REPORT FROM PATROLS

Message from I Compeny. The patrols had returned
from toward Romegne. They were met with heavy fire and

it appesred that it was still sﬁ%ngiy held,

Some time iater a mesgsase came from I Company

=88+




stating that a platoon had gone across the Resu de
foussin but had been fired on. They advanced and net
heavy fire anc had to remain there for some time. Ais
soon ag tne intensity of the rifle and machine-gun
fire abated, they drew vack. Trench lfameile was strongly
occupiec. This information sent to the regiment odrougnt
the order, "Withdraw I Company to Hill 241, Take up a
position there, Tne suobport tattzlLion is being with-
drawn." Thie would leave the left flank open as we
nad lost contact with the 22d at the time the oomnenies
nad been moved east of the Rau de Andon.

The order was given for I Company less 1 nlatoon
to withdraw to reverse slope of Hill 241 and for one
platoon to remsin on the west slope of Hill 2853 north

of bridge over the Rau de Coup to cover the flank,

ACTION ON OCTOBER 6

There wee little action after daylight. lovements
did not bring the heavy fire #t had the day before. 1In
the afternoon, heavy artillery concentrations were
placed on Bois de Cunel and around Romagne and during
this action the three companies on Hill 253 moved closer
to the crest.

The battalion intelligence officer reported a fire
nOIﬁhWﬁat.,{ﬁ; 0.P. had been pushed up to Hill 253 and
a field telephone installed there., The phone installa-
tion had been made by order of the new regimental
commander, the old one having been transferred*V/The
night of QOctober Sth was spent in vpushing outposte
further up the hill., The front line now was a number
of small combat groups that were mutually supporting,
who occupied the enlarged shell hole or the shallow pit%
thet had been dug With intrenching tools, That night

bt o b gt
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also some wire was put up and trenches and shelters
deenened,
There were indications that the eénemy on the right
were beling hard pressed., Tne artillery concentration is
rew on the Bois de Cunel. ,Attemnts are made to cross the
cregst of the hill, ASnipers are located, machine pun
positions located anc fire rcquelted from the artillery,
whose liaison officer is now with the battalion commander.
Coordination is now beginning to bring results. The
artillery has been given a mission and is carrying on,
A message from L Company that a machine gun had been
located in an old artillcry emplacement, giving the
coordinates, was ziven to the liaison officer and in a
few minutes a concentration was put on that position
that effectvively stopped the enemy activity tneri;,/
There was no further movement by the battalion.
"A" Compeny of the 1lst Fattalion, we had learned, was in
the vicinity of the road bend a kiiometer nortawest of
Cierges. All during tne 7th of Cctober, we lay under
cover. The weether was warmer during the day., A check-up
of' companies was begun., If Bois ce Cunel was taken,
we could move on to trench lamelle, but no attack

could stand flanking fire from the woodssf Qe{sch'c”““[

ReLIsk BY 38iH INFANIRY

That afternoon, we hao word that no chow would
come up, the line was to be taken over by the 33th,
The 6th Brigade was going to attack in the morning.
Just'about dark a reconnaissance party from the 3d
Battalion 38th Infantry arrived at the P.,C. OGuides
and other deteails of the relief were arranged. A

nth fné J"ﬂ:?J ey ST at & e
message from hea quarters,fham I Company would stay

i,

S iy S S

. Lot Tl o 000 T TP ST VR P TP e g i ey g o

T T




A T R R R

e S i i i . P bRt o b e e

in position and be relieved by the 128th Intfantry, who
were taking part of the sector, vde regimeat moving
to the east.

The companies were notified of the relief andg
ingtructea to come out in small groupvs and to avoid
eny grouping at crossroads in the vicinity of prominent
terrain features, Precautions were taken to avoid
casualties during the relief, The &d Battalion had been

onthe Marng,

caught once before, There woula be no repetition, The
Battalion P.C. was moved back to the first locstion in
Cierges, and the units of the 38th began to arrive in
and move forward, There was considerable shelling dur-
ing the period before midnight and after that an
occasional one would burst nearby with annoying regularity.
The companies came out -- & platoon of K Company -- tne
company headouarters. They were directed to the
ascembly vosition in a cefiladea ravine (south of
Cierges) where the kitchen sections were serving hot
coffee and doughnute. Shelling became more brisk. A
column nearing the cross roads halts with the heaa of
the column at the intersection. A shelLl bursts on the
road close by. Ories of pain mingleda with shouts of
"Keep down", More shells ceme over into the fields but
exploded with no hsrm. Into the P.C. limps the Cantain
of L. Company. Both he and his let Lieutenant ana 5 men
of Compeny Heacdguarters are casualties. Two officers
aurt through a momentary let up of the usual precautions.

The sector having been taken over and the relief
finally completed, all unite at the assembly point and

accounted for, the battalion began'to march to the rear

_to take up peeition in division reserve., By daylight




Personal notes

we had reached the position in the ravine near lontfaucon
wnhich we had left a few dayvs before and safely

unoer cover, had breakfast énd then slept. .I Couwpany

was still in the Linez/éfg; afternoon weg occupiea in
checking records and reports, cleaning up and reorganizing.
The regiment celled for strength reports. Reserve

rations snd amrunition were issued. The next day,

Qctober 2, shortly after dwyliaht‘tnﬂompany arrived
having been relieved early ia the morning, A final
check éhows there are 660 effectives presentv =-- non-
effectives, 157 -- casuslties - killied, wounded and
missing -- 2 officers, 231 men.

Crcers came to get resdy for a move. The regiment
ig going back agsin. The brief interim hass been a help.
Yousds and platoons are reorganized. It is going to
be hard on I Company, however., Tney had little rest --
marched right out, turned arounc and marched right back
again.

Orders came for the regiment to take up a position
in readiness south of Woods 250. Here we were back in
the woods that the 4th Infantry, our sister regiment
in the brigade, had fought so hard to capture. There
was plenty of evidence there of the desperate nature
of the fight that haa taken place. Here the 3da Battaliion
remained throughout the 9th of October in readiness
and on the next afternoon, October 10, at 4:00 P, the

Battalion, which had been plsced at the disposal of the
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commanding general S8th Brigade, came at last to cloge
grips, in hand-to-hand combat with the enemy and
in cepturing Hill 255 partially evened up the score of

the previous week,

COMMENTS

As & whole, the actions of the battalion
comimnender leave little to criticize. Hie presence well
forward during an attack wmicht be censured by some, who
think that his presence at the P,C, from which the
situation can be controlled 6 is more important than the
value of his presence to the advancing troops.

security.- It is believed that the measures taken
in the approach march ana the attack seem to fulfiil
the principle of security.

Orders.- Orders were generally verbal, short and
concise,

If any criticism is to be mage, it could properly
be directed at his staff who originally were trained
tor company officers &no now with less than a year of
gervice are trying to overcome their inexperience with
zealous effort.

Morale.- The morale of the battalion througnout
the entire action wus high. Efforts to lower this by
German propagancda dropped from g}gsplanes while in the
Bois de liontfaucon had the opposite effect. The spirit
of the older men of the 7th was quickly transmitted to
replacements. The actions of the battslion commander
during the attack were inspiring and helped morale.

Training.- The battalion was only partially well
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poorly trained. There was scarce time to do more than
touch the high spots. &fforts were centered on training
noncomnigsioned officer material, anc it brought results.
1he staff was not well trained and there was no one to
train theu.

Tactical Principles.- The violation of certain

tactical principles that experience nhas taught are
reasonably correct, is certain to bring dire results
in most cases.

The movement to s flank in the oresence of tac
enemy is & violation of one of these principles,

The result of the atteck, October 4tn, made by
the regliment after such a movement is another example
of what cen be expected. The attack was stopped. The
&bcault battalion suddenly found itself in the asssult
line with units of both battallions intermingled. Heavy

\:5;&
casuglties resulted. Control wass lost and so wes the day.

Information.;/ﬁgnformation must oe collected oy
the advance units and sent back in time to be of value.
Unite in contact with the enemy must keep the senior
commander advised of the situation and any changee in
his dispositions., The reverse is also true., This
recalls & message that wes received from a front line
lieutenant, It states, "I have not enough information.

I do not know where the front is. I do not know what

is on my right or left." This not only brings out the

fact that information is vital, but that under concitions
that were bewildering, a leader may become confused and
not know whet is happening or what to do about it.

Here was & unit that should have been securing information.

The unit was guided, up into position, patrols sent out
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and messages began coming baclk.

L4 38048 LEARJAD

i
Positiofys occupieda stroncly by wmachine guns

cannot be taken by frontal atteci, but must be

token by movement around them., If the terrain is

open, dominated by ridges both to tn:o front and

flanks which &re held by the enemy, then the flenking

movement must come€ from adjoining ana supporting troops.
In & situation where maps are small scalce znd the

area unfamiliar, personal reconnalssance becoumes more

than ever of vital importance. 'hen observation points

are held by the enemy, then the map will be used and

errors in disposition will be umace.

CONCLUSION

The American soldier, even though inadequately
trainec, can be expected and relied uoon to go forward
despite errors of higher coumsand., Tne Lc@der of the
gmaLler greups is the factor of success or failure
in the attack wheré thé térrvin is difficult. Wnen
control becomes lost, then the action goes wrong,
Control of the smaller units is of the utmost ilmportance

in all attack situations.
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