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Abstract: The identification and characterization of lead-bearing and associated minerals in scales
on lead pipes are essential to understanding and predicting the mobilization of lead into drinking
water. Despite its long-recognized usefulness in the unambiguous identification of crystalline and
amorphous solids, distinguishing between polymorphic phases, and rapid and non-destructive
analysis on the micrometer spatial scale, the Raman spectroscopy (RS) technique has been applied
only occasionally in the analysis of scales in lead service lines (LSLs). This article illustrates multiple
applications of RS not just for the identification of phases, but also compositional and structural
characterization of scale materials in harvested lead pipes and experimental pipe-loop/recirculation
systems. RS is shown to be a sensitive monitor of these characteristics through analyses on cross-
sections of lead pipes, raw interior pipe walls, particulates captured in filters, and scrapings from
pipes. RS proves to be especially sensitive to the state of crystallinity of scale phases (important
to their solubility) and to the specific chemistry of phases precipitated upon the introduction of
orthophosphate to the water system. It can be used effectively alone as well as in conjunction with
more standard analytical techniques. By means of fiber-optic probes, RS has potential for in situ,
real-time analysis within water-filled pipes.

Keywords: Raman spectroscopy; lead; pipe scale; solubility; passivation; crystallinity; microanalysis

1. Introduction

Millions of lead service lines (LSLs) still deliver water to premises in the United States
despite the long recognition of the health hazards of lead ingestion [1]. The high cost of
pipe removal and substitution means that water treatment facilities continue to deal with
the risks of lead release into drinking water. The selection of treatment methods to reduce
lead-pipe corrosion relies on the well-supported assumption that plumbosolvency is a
major key in mitigating lead release. The model is that the solubility of individual lead-
bearing minerals that form scales on the inner pipe walls will control lead concentration
in the enclosed pipe water [2,3]. The corollary to this reasoning is that changes in the
properties of the water will cause different minerals to form and/or destabilize pre-existing
mineral scales.
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The compositions of the most frequently occurring lead minerals (e.g., lead (II) carbon-
ates and lead (II) and (IV) oxides) in scales and the results of multiple experimental studies
indicate that the most important variables in scale formation and stability are the pH and
alkalinity, together with the concentrations of inorganic ions, Fe-Mn-oxide particulates, and
natural organic matter, as well as the type of disinfection and corrosion-control treatments
applied [2–4]. The fact that lead pipes continue to reliably deliver water after 100+ years of
service attests to the effectiveness of passivation through the development of mineral scales,
which prevents failure of the pipes due to extensive corrosion. Recent tragic episodes of
widespread elevated lead release into the water supplies of several U.S. cities, however,
remind us how sensitive the solubility of the solids that comprise the scale is to human-
controlled changes in the water source or treatment methods. Such sensitivity makes many
municipal water supplies vulnerable to lead release, for instance, as has been experienced
in Washington, DC [5], Flint, MI [3,6–8], and Newark, NJ [9], in the past 20 years. The fact
that recognized elevations in lead concentration have persisted in some areas for months
to years is a reflection of the challenge to passivating the inner surfaces of lead pipes from
which the mineral scales have been totally or partially dissolved.

As numerous research groups and publications have demonstrated, the identification
of the mineralogy and specific chemistry of pipe scales is essential. Both mineral scales in
harvested lead pipes and those precipitated in laboratory experiments emulating municipal
water systems must be identified and fully characterized. This information will guide the
selection of water-treatment options in individual municipalities and highlight water condi-
tions that could cause pipe scales to be especially vulnerable to dissolution and/or particle
release. Analytical techniques typically applied to the scales include optical microscopy
(OM), X-ray diffraction (XRD), (field-emission) scanning electron microscopy (SEM or FE-
SEM), transmission electron microscopy (TEM), energy-dispersive spectroscopy (EDS), and
inductively coupled-plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS), as demonstrated, e.g., in [9–12].
Synchrotron-based X-ray absorption near-edge structure (XANES) and extended X-ray
absorption fine structure (EXAFS) techniques also have been applied [13,14], but they
require access to facilities outside the typical laboratory. Infrared spectroscopy [15–17]
and Raman spectroscopy have also been applied in some studies [4,16,18–23]. The present
paper is motivated by the low number of Raman studies on lead-pipe scale and related
experimental products before our group’s work was published in 2018 and 2020.

The analysis and interpretation of lead-pipe scales (see Figure 1) from harvested LSLs,
as well as from experimental products in pipe-loop/recirculation reactors, pose significant
analytical challenges. The LSL samples typically are layered, representing “legacy scales”
in the bottom layer(s) near the lead pipe and more recent scales near or at the water
interface. Ideally, all of these phases should be identified and characterized—referenced
to their spatial positions—so as to reveal the aqueous history of the system, including
intermediate/precursor phases and evidence of replacement, e.g., [12]. The combination of
analysis with imaging is especially useful. The degree of sample preparation is important
to the integrity of the analysis, as well as to its cost and availability. Non-destructive
analysis, which permits multiple techniques to be applied to the same material, is especially
desirable for complete characterization. In addition to phase identification and chemical
composition, the degree of crystallinity and chemical purity of a phase are essential to
the assessment of its solubility, which can be approached experimentally or through
computational models [2,4,17,24]. RS can provide information on all of these issues in a
way that complements other techniques.

Compositional changes in the scales precipitated in a pipe over time or compositional
differences in scales from one lead pipe to the next are important to the evaluation of how
readily lead has been mobilized in the drinking-water supply. After the initial stabilization
of scales in LSLs, two important causes of change in the mineral species and mineral chem-
istry of the scales are (1) changes in the conditions of the water source between the earliest
years of service-line use and the present and (2) the introduction of chemicals selected
to improve water quality, including disinfectants and chemicals used to (re-)stabilize the
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protective scales on the lead pipes. In principle, one can calculate which phase will be stable
under specific compositional and pH conditions in the drinking/synthetically produced
water. However, bulk XRD analyses of scale material in some cases show deviations from
the predicted scale minerals [2,4,11,12], which means that the predicted lead concentrations
in the water will be in error [25]. These deviations should be investigated.
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pipe scales and to illustrate and explain in more detail further capabilities that have not 
been widely applied. Guidance is also provided for how to avoid some possible pitfalls 

Figure 1. Images taken (A) at macroscopic scale of a longitudinally sawed half-cylinder segment of lead pipe harvested
from Providence, Rhode Island, and then experimentally run in a pipe-loop reactor for 75 weeks and (B) at microscopic
scale via SEM of a cross-section of an as-harvested lead pipe collected from Providence after approximately one hundred
years of service. Image (A) shows two layers of scale, i.e., the reddish precipitate is the inner layer next to the pipe wall and
contains lead (II) and lead (IV) oxides; the white precipitate is the outer layer (directly in contact with water) that mainly
contains Ca-apatite. Image (B) shows the scale layer as indicated by a green arrow. The scale comprises lead carbonate
(darker gray) and lead oxide (medium gray), directly formed on the lead (lightest gray) pipe.

Raman spectroscopy (RS) via laser Raman microprobe is a point-source analytical tech-
nique that has been used all too infrequently to identify mineral scales in harvested LSLs, as
well as precipitates formed on lead pipes during laboratory simulations of LSLs [4,16,18–23].
The technique is non-destructive and offers more than just mineral/compound identifica-
tion (see Supplementary Information). Requiring limited sample preparation and offering
simultaneous micrometer-scale spatial resolution and visualization, RS significantly en-
hances characterization of the chemistry, structure, crystallinity, and growth conditions of
the scales while also preserving the spatial context of the minerals/compounds studied.
RS can characterize on a micrometer spatial scale (unlike XRD) individual layers of precipi-
tates, both lead-rich and lead-absent. Similar to XRD, RS can be applied to evaluate the
degree of crystallinity of solid phases, but beyond XRD, also to definitively identify X-ray
amorphous solids. RS can be applied equally well to lead scales in situ on pipes and to
powders of scraped material (as illustrated in various mineral studies, e.g., [26–31]). Unlike
almost any other microanalytical technique, RS can also be applied to in situ, real-time
analysis of mineral formation underwater [32–34]. The RS technique and its spectral data,
therefore, warrant a closer look for application to LSL-scale studies.

The goal of this paper and its accompanying Supplementary Information (SI) is to
highlight and expand upon some of the recognized capabilities of RS for the study of
lead-pipe scales and to illustrate and explain in more detail further capabilities that have
not been widely applied. Guidance is also provided for how to avoid some possible pitfalls
(e.g., laser heating) in the Raman analysis of lead-bearing phases and those associated
with them.
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2. Methods

The examples discussed in this paper augment studies published by our group [4,20–23],
in which RS was used primarily for identification purposes only. Details of the samples,
experiments, and analytical instrumentation are available in the articles cited here and further
explained in the Supplementary Information. The Supplementary Information begins with
supplementary figures and their captions (SI Section S1), followed by details of the analytical
conditions and additional sample information for all of the figures (SI Section S2). Further
supplementary discussions include a brief introduction to RS (SI Section S3), details on the
Raman instrument used for this study (SI Section S4), and an explanation of the accuracy
and reproducibility of the analyses in this study (SI Section S5). SI Section S6 describes
procedures for experiments not previously published, and SI Section S7 summarizes
practical aspects of dealing with unwanted laser-induced luminescence.

2.1. Instrumentation

Raman analyses were carried out with a laboratory-based Raman microprobe (Holo-
Lab series 5000, Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc. Ann Arbor, MI, USA). See SI Section S4 for
instrumental details. In summary, a research-grade Leica microscope is fiber-optically con-
nected to the spectrometer, in a configuration producing essentially confocal analysis. The
excitation wavelength was 532 nm, and the laser typically was operated at 0.5–1 mW power
at the sample surface, unless indicated otherwise. Spectra routinely were obtained using
an Olympus MSPlan 50× ultra-long-working-distance (ULWD) objective with a numerical
aperture (N.A.) of 0.55 or an Olympus MSPlan 80× ULWD objective with N.A. = 0.75. The
spectral resolution was approximately 2.5 cm−1, and the reproducibility of the Raman shift
position was ±0.1 cm−1 (SI Section S5). For these studies, the instrument was operated in a
single-point mode, which permitted reliable analysis on relatively rough (scale of several
micrometers to a millimeter) surfaces. More details on instrumental configuration, calibra-
tion, and spectral band reproducibility are presented in the Supplementary Information
(Sections S4 and S5, respectively).

Each of the articles cited below provides detailed information on the analytical tech-
niques applied in addition to Raman spectroscopy (basis of the RS technique briefly covered
in SI Section S3). The main ones were FE-SEM, EDS, XRD, ICP-MS (of digested powders of
individual layers), and OM on the thicker scales. The configurations of some other Raman
systems and their capabilities are listed at the end of the paper (see also [29,35]).

2.2. Samples

Several of these studies addressed mineral scales precipitated via laboratory-based
pipe-rig systems through which synthetically formulated water was recirculated. For new
lead pipes, the scales needed to be developed ab initio. For harvested pipes, the scales had
already developed, but the pipes needed to be reconditioned with water simulating that of
the municipal water system before their removal from service. Experiments could be carried
out on the pipes after their reconditioning. In one set of experiments, new lead pipes were
conditioned for 110 weeks in a recirculation system using synthetic water of a composition
similar to that of Washington, D.C.’s before 2000. The experiment showed that lead release
after switching the disinfectant from free chlorine to monochloramine could be avoided
by introducing orthophosphate before and during the switch rather than waiting until
after the switch [21]. In a second set of experiments, LSLs were harvested from Providence,
RI, after approximately 100 years of service, and placed in recirculation systems using
synthetic water of a composition similar to that of recent-day Providence [22]. Introduction
of orthophosphate into the recirculation water demonstrated successful development of
Ca-Pb-phosphate scales in water of high pH and low alkalinity. A pipe from this same
suite of LSLs from Providence had regions of iron-rich scale. In fill-and-dump experiments,
the latter pipe was associated with anomalous decreases in pH and elevations in total lead
concentration in the water [23]. Natural pipe scales from the above suite of harvested LSLs
from Providence were analyzed by Raman microprobe and electron microprobe [36].
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Laboratory experiments also were carried out to test the effects of water chemistry,
pH, homogeneous vs. heterogeneous nucleation, and presence of organic matter on the
precipitation and aggregation of lead phosphate phases ([4,20]; SI Section S6). These
precipitates typically were analyzed on gold-coated silicon wafers or glass plates.

2.3. Preparation of Samples for Raman Analysis

Lead pipes sawed longitudinally revealed scales on their inside walls for direct, in situ
RS analysis. In some cases, the latter pipes were further sawed into 1 cm2 tablets with their
adhering scale, which could be analyzed even more easily under the Raman microprobe.
Cross-sections were sawed perpendicular to the length of some lead pipes, exposing scale
layers for RS analysis.

Layer-by-layer scrapings of scale off the pipe walls, resulting in powders (primarily
for XRD and ICP-MS analyses), were also analyzed by RS, as were sub-millimeter particles
collected on filters in the recirculation systems. The particles were analyzed while in place
on the filters.

Representative portions and regions of interest in some pipes were filled with epoxy
(Figure 1) in order to fix the scale in place before the pipes were sawed [21]. Careful pol-
ishing of perpendicular cross-sections sawed through epoxy-filled regions, in preparation
for SEM and EDS analyses, more clearly revealed the spatial–temporal distribution of the
mineral phases (Figure 1B). RS was applied to some of the polished cross-sections.

3. Results and Discussion

The results presented and discussed below are organized according to the Raman
spectroscopic capability or the analytical concern they illustrate. The figures that accom-
pany the text illustrate the broad outcomes of the RS analyses; more detailed examples are
provided in SI Section S1.

3.1. Why Consider Using Raman Spectroscopy?

Raman spectroscopy is an effective way to distinguish among the most common lead
oxide phases encountered in many LSL systems (see Figure 2), including our pipe-loop
recirculation systems used to monitor the progress of the pipe-conditioning process [21,22].
The latter included documenting the ramifications of changing the disinfectant from free
chlorine to chloramine in the presence and absence of an orthophosphate additive [21].
Figure 2, panel B reveals the spectral distinctions among the two PbO polymorphs, litharge
and massicot, the two PbO2 polymorphs, scrutinyite and plattnerite, and the less commonly
found Pb3O4 phase, minium. Figure 2, panel A in turn illustrates the ability of RS to identify
and distinguish phases with a low degree of crystallinity, such as the scrutinyite here. The
very minor phase litharge, recognized by its most diagnostic Raman peak (see label) in
the synthetic scrutinyite sample (panel A, upper spectrum), most likely would not have
been detected by bulk XRD on scraped powders. RS also characterizes non-lead phases
of significance to lead mobility in pipes, for instance iron- [23], manganese-, and iron-
manganese-dominated [36] oxides that are in intimate contact with lead-dominated scales.

Some of the important cautions and limitations of Raman microprobe spectroscopy
are addressed in the next section and in the Supplementary Information, before additional
advantages of the technique are explored.

3.2. Detecting and Dealing with the Effects of Laser Heating

The major challenges to Raman analysis and interpretation of lead-pipe scales are
(1) the complexity (Figure 1B) and typical low degree of crystallinity of the samples,
(2) wavelength-dependent, laser-induced luminescence in the sample [37] (in the literature,
frequently referred to as fluorescence; see SI Section S7), which obscures the Raman signal,
and (3) possible thermal alteration of the sample by the exciting laser beam. The last issue
will be dealt with immediately below, and the former two concerns will be addressed
in examples in later text sections and in SI Section S7. In order to better represent the



Minerals 2021, 11, 1047 6 of 24

kind of raw data that other researchers would collect, the luminescence effects have not
been removed by background correction in the spectra presented in this paper (except
where noted).
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The dark color of many of the lead and other metal oxide phases that occur in pipe
scale may induce (intense) heating of the sample via absorption of the focused laser
energy during analysis. The possible effects of both sample destruction and phase al-
teration/transformation, therefore, must be considered. The wavelength dependence of
absorption means that the degree of heating is strongly affected by the wavelength of the
exciting radiation [38], which can be changed in some Raman instruments. Heating effects
can also be reduced by decreasing the power of the laser source and using a microscope
objective of lower N.A. (typically accompanying lower magnification), which broadens
the focused beam and lowers the power density on the sample. With regard to in situ
analysis of pipe scale, heating is particularly problematic for the surficial precipitates,
which can lack good thermal contact with surrounding grains or the lead pipe. In polished
cross-sections, the grains surrounding the phase under analysis will act as heat sinks to
some degree. The heat-sink effect likely accounts for why the RS of lead pipes can be done
with even 488 nm to 532 nm lasers at powers up to about 0.5 mW on the sample surface
without experiencing visual burn spots or spectral distortions (our experience). In contrast,
the use of RS to identify the finely ground minerals used over the centuries as pigments in
paints typically demands longer wavelengths and lower laser powers for non-destructive
analysis of opaque and reddish phases that are dispersed within the paint on the surface of
an art object [38,39].

There are four major results of laser heating, which should be recognized so as to
avoid damaging the sample or complicating the spectral interpretation. (1) Spectral peaks
are shifted to lower wavenumbers (mechanism discussed by [40] and further illustrated,
e.g., by [41]). As a result of this downshifting, (2) the peaks also become artificially
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broadened and typically asymmetrically extended toward lower wavenumbers. This
broadening effect can be misinterpreted as an indication of atomic disorder in the sample.
The peak shapes and positions must be monitored during analysis to distinguish between
the inherent atomic disorder in a sample and the effects of temporary, localized heating.
(3) Formation or stabilization of a new phase may occur via (perhaps temporary) polymor-
phic transformation or (permanent) chemical reaction, such as oxidation. (4) Localized
destruction of the sample may occur, leaving an obvious crater and/or black spot.

Heating artifacts are especially problematic on powdered samples but may be de-
creased by firmly pressing the powders onto a clean metal surface such as aluminum foil.
Densification of the powder not only increases thermal contact among grains but also
increases the signal intensity. Heating artifacts also can occur during in situ analysis of min-
eral scales on a lead pipe, but they can typically be minimized as described above. Litharge
(α-PbO, tetragonal) is one of the earliest scale minerals to develop in many LSLs, adhering
directly to the lead pipe (see Figure 3 spectra a and b). As laser heating proceeded on a red
to black litharge grain, its main (ν1) peak at about 147 cm−1 has downshifted by 3 cm−1

(Figure 3, inset). A different litharge peak at 340.4 cm−1 (spectrum a) not only downshifts to
334.7 cm−1 (spectrum c) but also increasingly broadens as the laser power increases. When
the local temperature due to laser irradiation reaches about 486 ◦C, the litharge converts
partially or fully to the high-temperature β-PbO polymorph massicot (Figure 3d). Analo-
gously, increasing laser power on a clean lead pipe causes progression from no spectral
response at 1 mW (our experience) to the development of massicot + litharge (spectrum c)
or massicot alone (spectrum d) at increasing powers (Figure 3). For graphitic/carbonaceous
(black, opaque) material, laser heating can produce downshifts of more than 10 cm−1 [40],
an offset sufficient to interfere with phase identification.

Minerals 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 25 
 

 

 
Figure 3. Comparison of Raman spectra taken on clean lead or on a litharge layer on lead using different laser intensities, 
as measured at the sample surface (further acquisition details are in SI Section S2). Spectra: (a) Litharge formed as an 
oxidation product on an air-weathered lead ingot; 1 mW laser power. (b) Litharge corrosion on lead pipe harvested from 
Providence, RI; 5.4 mW laser power. (c) >6 mW laser power on a clean ingot of lead, producing litharge and massicot (both 
PbO). (d) 14 mW laser power on clean lead, producing massicot. Downshifting and broadening of “340.4 cm−1 peak” of 
litharge due laser heating (a,b,c). Inset: Spectral downshifting effect on the “147 cm−1 peak” of opaque litharge due to laser 
heating and formation of massicot (139.3 cm−1). 

In principle, the translucent white to colorless lead carbonates cerussite (PbCO3) and 
hydrocerussite [Pb3(CO3)2(OH)2] are much less susceptible to laser-induced heating than 
opaque (efficiently light-absorbing) red to black litharge, especially if they are in good 
thermal contact with surrounding light-colored phases. The carbonates can still be de-
stroyed by high laser power, however, especially if they exist as highly porous (“fluffy,” 
therefore offering low thermal conductivity) surface coatings on pipe scale.  

Fortunately, spectra obtained at low laser powers (our typical analyses at ≤0.5 mW at 
the sample) are remarkably diagnostic. Although the photon count rate is lower at de-
creased laser power, the resulting signal: noise (S:N) ratio still supports useful spectral 
interpretation, e.g., within 8–10 s. Averaging multiple spectral acquisitions will increase 
the S:N. 

3.3. Raman Spectroscopy (RS) as a Compositional–Structural Probe  
The number of spectral bands detected and their positions within a Raman spectrum, 

both absolutely and with respect to each other, are controlled by the strength and sym-
metry of the (covalent) bonds between the atoms in the pertinent molecule and the relative 
masses of those atoms (see SI Section S3). Therefore, the combination of composition and 
structure of individual solids yields definitive Raman spectral fingerprints and ensures 
the usefulness of RS to both identify and further characterize phases in lead-pipe scale 
(see SI Section S3).  

Figure 3. Comparison of Raman spectra taken on clean lead or on a litharge layer on lead using different laser intensities, as
measured at the sample surface (further acquisition details are in SI Section S2). Spectra: (a) Litharge formed as an oxidation
product on an air-weathered lead ingot; 1 mW laser power. (b) Litharge corrosion on lead pipe harvested from Providence,
RI; 5.4 mW laser power. (c) >6 mW laser power on a clean ingot of lead, producing litharge and massicot (both PbO).
(d) 14 mW laser power on clean lead, producing massicot. Downshifting and broadening of “340.4 cm−1 peak” of litharge
due laser heating (a,b,c). Inset: Spectral downshifting effect on the “147 cm−1 peak” of opaque litharge due to laser heating
and formation of massicot (139.3 cm−1).
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In principle, the translucent white to colorless lead carbonates cerussite (PbCO3)
and hydrocerussite [Pb3(CO3)2(OH)2] are much less susceptible to laser-induced heating
than opaque (efficiently light-absorbing) red to black litharge, especially if they are in
good thermal contact with surrounding light-colored phases. The carbonates can still be
destroyed by high laser power, however, especially if they exist as highly porous (“fluffy,”
therefore offering low thermal conductivity) surface coatings on pipe scale.

Fortunately, spectra obtained at low laser powers (our typical analyses at ≤0.5 mW
at the sample) are remarkably diagnostic. Although the photon count rate is lower at
decreased laser power, the resulting signal: noise (S:N) ratio still supports useful spectral
interpretation, e.g., within 8–10 s. Averaging multiple spectral acquisitions will increase
the S:N.

3.3. Raman Spectroscopy (RS) as a Compositional–Structural Probe

The number of spectral bands detected and their positions within a Raman spectrum,
both absolutely and with respect to each other, are controlled by the strength and symmetry
of the (covalent) bonds between the atoms in the pertinent molecule and the relative
masses of those atoms (see SI Section S3). Therefore, the combination of composition and
structure of individual solids yields definitive Raman spectral fingerprints and ensures the
usefulness of RS to both identify and further characterize phases in lead-pipe scale (see SI
Section S3).

To understand what controls the concentrations of dissolved and particulate lead
in drinking water requires knowledge of what phase is precipitating on the walls of the
LSLs. The precipitating phase is not always that which has been calculated to be in
equilibrium with the composition, pH, and Eh of the water [3,4,11]. RS can help determine
if this apparent discrepancy between theory and observation is due to the development
of an unpredicted phase or simply the ability of an earlier-precipitated phase to adjust
its composition via chemical substitution, i.e., to exhibit solid solution. It is especially
important to characterize the most surficial, i.e., presently precipitating, scale in order
to evaluate its ability to buffer the concentration of dissolved lead in the water. Our
experience is that RS typically can produce an interpretable spectrum even if the surface
layer of precipitates is on the order of 2–4 micrometers in thickness. The capabilities of
RS in spatial resolution, detection limits, and the ability to provide analyses in situ on a
pipe wall exceed those of XRD analyses of materials scraped (10s of µm thick) from scale
layers. Phase identification by RS also complements compositional analysis provided by
SEM-EDS or electron microprobe, which do have high spatial resolution.

In studies of lead-pipe scale, not only the lead oxide but also the lead carbonate
minerals cerussite (PbCO3) and hydrocerussite [Pb3(CO3)2(OH)2] are distinguishable by
RS. In the latter, this is shown by the peak position of their dominant ν1 C-O bands, with
cerussite at ~1055 and hydrocerussite at ~1050 cm−1, as well as by their weaker bands (see
Figure 4). If the signal is strong enough and the luminescence (seen as a rising background
in spectra a and b) is not too great at higher wavenumbers, not only the C-O band at
~1050 cm−1 is detected for hydrocerussite, but also its O-H stretch at ~3539 cm−1 (Figure 4).
The stabilities of these two carbonate phases reflect differences in pH conditions, so the
ability to distinguish them provides useful information.

3.3.1. Phosphate Phases

Beyond simple phase identification, Raman spectra reflect compositional character-
istics, as well illustrated by phosphate phases. The spectral sensitivity to compositional
differences within a given mineral species or within a group of species depends strongly
on the nature of the mineral, i.e., its atomic bonding. Raman spectra exhibit various de-
grees of sensitivity to compositional differences among one and the same mineral species
(i.e., atomic substitution/solid solution), which is particularly useful in the characterization
of lead-bearing phases that precipitate in response to the addition of corrosion inhibitors.
Metal phosphates are regarded as sparingly soluble salts, but whose individual solubil-



Minerals 2021, 11, 1047 9 of 24

ities differ by many orders of magnitude. Solubilities differ significantly even among
the lead-bearing phosphates [42]. Many water utilities add orthophosphate in an effort
to form these low-solubility solids, but very few of them have actually analyzed scale
samples to determine if such solids are forming and, if so, which ones and of what specific
chemical composition. In those cases in which analyses have been made, the results can be
unexpected [11].
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Figure 4. (a,b) Clean new lead pipe had been undergoing a long-term recirculation experiment (35 weeks at the time of this
removal) using synthetic water matching that of pre-2000 Washington, D.C. Both spectra a and b reveal litharge [L] and a
lead carbonate phase. In spectrum a, the lead carbonate is cerussite [C], whereas spectrum b shows hydrocerussite [H]. The
“O” label indicates the position of C-H stretching bands for a hydrocarbon/organic compound. (c,d) Spectra of synthetic
standards of cerussite (PbCO3) and hydrocerussite [Pb3(CO3)2(OH)2], confirming the labeling in spectra a and b (see inset
for enlargement: 1000 to 1100 cm−1).

Phosphate minerals within the apatite [(X2+)5(PO4)3(Y−)] family play an impor-
tant role in a number of environmental issues. Of importance to stabilizing mineral
scales in LSLs are the Ca-apatite [(Ca2+)5(PO4)3(Cl,OH,F)], Pb-apatite or pyromorphite
[(Pb2+)5(PO4)3(Cl,OH,F)], and phosphohedyphane [(Ca2+)2(Pb2+)3(PO4)3(Cl,F,OH)] groups.
The solubilities (in many cases not well known) of individual mineral species in the latter
two groups, and thus, their Pb-buffering capacities, are controlled by their chemistries.
Therefore, the specific compositions of such phases are important to the stabilization of
pipe scales and the lead concentrations in the surrounding water. With the introduction in
January, 2021, of the revised Lead and Copper Rule, which reduces the Pb action limit to
10 µg/L (from 15 µg/L), many more water utilities will be adding orthophosphate to their
water. Experimental studies of pyromorphite have shown its ability to bring aqueous lead
concentrations below the new Pb action level [43].

The un-prefixed terms “pyromorphite” and “phosphohedyphane” are used by miner-
alogists both to designate a mineral group and to specify the chlor-species member of each
group. For clarity in this paper, however, those species will be called chlorpyromorphite
and chlorphosphohedyphane.
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The Raman spectral fingerprints of species within the Ca-apatite, pyromorphite, and
phosphohedyphane [44–48] mineral groups indicate their chemical–structural similarities
(see Figure 5). The overall spectral patterns clearly differentiate the individual mineral
groups from each other (Figure 5, panel A), as would XRD. However, the specific Raman
peak positions further distinguish individual species/members within the same mineral
group (panel B). Such distinctions may be less clear from XRD patterns than from Raman
spectra in some cases, because RS explores the nature of the bonding at an atomic level.
This accounts for the latter’s spectral sensitivity to atomic substitutions and other effects
that alter the vibrational environment of the covalent bond (see SI Section S3).

Minerals 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 25 
 

 

more clearly the distinction between these two species of pyromorphite. The spectral dis-
tinction remains just as clear in the presence of significant carbonate substitution within 
the pyromorphite structure (Sternlieb et al. 2010 [50], their Figures 6 and 8).  

 
Figure 5. Comparison of peak positions from pairs of Ca-apatite, Pb-apatite (i.e., pyromorphite), and Ca-Pb phosphate 
(i.e., phosphohedyphane) phases. (A) full spectra. (B) enlargement of the spectral window of the most diagnostic peaks 
(1 and 3). * indicates a peak for (AsO4)3− substitution in chlorphosphohedyphane. ** indicates spectra that have been 
background corrected to eliminate effects of luminescence. 

As exemplified in the above paragraph, an evaluation of the pertinent solubilities of 
mineral scales requires assessment of the chemical sensitivity within each of these three 
phosphate mineral groups (i.e., Ca-apatite, pyromorphite, phosphohedyphane) to substi-
tution of their cation and anion components. Figure 6, in turn, demonstrates the analytical 
capability of RS to distinguish subtle chemical differences in each of the three groups. The 
two stacked spectra at the bottom of Figure 6 illustrate how the “apatite-family template” 
of the spectrum is very similar for the Ca-apatite and Pb-apatite (i.e., pyromorphite) 
groups. There is, however, a huge spectral offset that accompanies this Ca-Pb cation sub-
stitution (in large part due to the much greater atomic mass of lead), as illustrated by the 
lateral shifting required (35.4 cm−1) in order to overlay the two spectra. Analogously, anion 
substitutions (typically among OH, F, and Cl) within the three groups in the apatite family 
(Figure 6, inset) reveal readily detectable (some, very large) effects on band positions in 
their Raman spectra. The amount of spectral shifting in the ν1 P-O band is indicated by 
the Δ value shown in the inset. Fortunately for application to LSL issues, the Pb-bearing 
phosphates, i.e., pyromorphites and phosphohedyphanes, show the greatest sensitivity to 
anion substitution. Figure S1 shows these relations in more detail. 

Figure 5. Comparison of peak positions from pairs of Ca-apatite, Pb-apatite (i.e., pyromorphite), and Ca-Pb phosphate
(i.e., phosphohedyphane) phases. (A) full spectra. (B) enlargement of the spectral window of the most diagnostic peaks
(ν1 and ν3). * indicates a peak for (AsO4)3− substitution in chlorphosphohedyphane. ** indicates spectra that have been
background corrected to eliminate effects of luminescence.

An example pertinent to the analysis of lead-pipe scale is the ability to distinguish
between chlorpyromorphite and hydroxylpyromorphite [49]. The Ksp of the former is about
seven orders of magnitude less than that of the latter [42,50], although it is the hydroxyl
member that is usually identified in lead pipes. The XRD distinction is typically based
on the presence of a single vs. a double-peak at about 30◦ 2Θ [50] and/or the presence
of two vs. three peaks in the 45–47◦ 2Θ region [42] for hydroxyl- vs. chlorpyromorphite,
respectively. However, structural incorporation of carbonate in chlorpyromorphite or other
mechanisms for lessening the degree of crystallinity in the solid can cause the apparent
loss of one peak for chlorpyromorphite in each of those two spectral regions, making its
XRD pattern difficult to distinguish from that of hydroxylpyromorphite (see Sternlieb et al.
(2010) [50], their Figures 2 and 3). Raman spectra in Figure 5 demonstrate more clearly the
distinction between these two species of pyromorphite. The spectral distinction remains
just as clear in the presence of significant carbonate substitution within the pyromorphite
structure (Sternlieb et al., 2010 [50], their Figures 6 and 8).

As exemplified in the above paragraph, an evaluation of the pertinent solubilities
of mineral scales requires assessment of the chemical sensitivity within each of these
three phosphate mineral groups (i.e., Ca-apatite, pyromorphite, phosphohedyphane)
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to substitution of their cation and anion components. Figure 6, in turn, demonstrates
the analytical capability of RS to distinguish subtle chemical differences in each of the
three groups. The two stacked spectra at the bottom of Figure 6 illustrate how the
“apatite-family template” of the spectrum is very similar for the Ca-apatite and Pb-apatite
(i.e., pyromorphite) groups. There is, however, a huge spectral offset that accompanies this
Ca-Pb cation substitution (in large part due to the much greater atomic mass of lead), as
illustrated by the lateral shifting required (35.4 cm−1) in order to overlay the two spectra.
Analogously, anion substitutions (typically among OH, F, and Cl) within the three groups
in the apatite family (Figure 6, inset) reveal readily detectable (some, very large) effects
on band positions in their Raman spectra. The amount of spectral shifting in the ν1 P-O
band is indicated by the ∆ value shown in the inset. Fortunately for application to LSL
issues, the Pb-bearing phosphates, i.e., pyromorphites and phosphohedyphanes, show the
greatest sensitivity to anion substitution. Figure S1 shows these relations in more detail.
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Figure 6. Raman spectra for pairs of Ca-apatite, pyromorphite, and phosphohedyphane OH, F, or Cl species. These
examples illustrate the “apatite spectral template” (see two stacked spectra at the bottom of the figure) and the “spectral
peak shifts” in response to anion or cation substitution. The relative peak positions (i.e., spectral fingerprints) within the
OH-pyromorphite and OH-apatite species are very similar, as illustrated at the bottom of the figure, where the Pb-apatite
spectrum has been artificially upshifted to overlay that of the Ca-apatite. The anion- and cation-substitution panels indicate
how much spectral shifting is necessary to bring one species into superposition on the other. These shifts (listed as ∆ values)
in the ν1 or the ν1 + ν3 bands indicate the different spectral sensitivities to cation or anion substitution, illustrating the
especially high sensitivity of the lead-bearing phosphates.

The chemistries of natural drinking-water sources differ (e.g., pH, alkalinity, and con-
centrations of Ca, Al, and dissolved inorganic carbon) and, thus, may require site-specific
optimization of the approaches to their corrosion-control treatment. For instance, with respect
to orthophosphate additives, it is important to understand how chemical differences in the
precipitation solutions will affect the identity, chemical–structural properties, and thus, solu-
bility of the phosphate phases that form [25]. In order to explore some of the compositions
of phosphohedyphane-like phases identified in studies of harvested LSLs [12,17,18], our
group initiated synthesis experiments (experimental details in SI Section S6) using phos-
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phate solutions with different molar ratios of Ca/Pb and (Ca+Pb)/P in the presence or
absence of NaCl. Note that fluoride and chloride components are important to consider
due to the common addition of fluoride to municipal water systems to ensure dental health
and some soluble compound of chlorine for the purpose of disinfection.

In the above study, Raman spectroscopy provided insights into the effects of solid
solution and relative nucleation efficiency on the phosphate precipitates. Figure 7′s Raman
spectrum (c) of the precipitate from a Cl-bearing phosphate solution with a Ca/Pb atomic
ratio of 20 (see SI Section S6) clearly shows the effects of lead incorporation into the structure
of the phosphate mineral. A comparison of spectra of chlorapatite (Ca-P-Cl), chlorpyromor-
phite (Pb-P-Cl), and chlorphosphohedyphane (Ca-Pb-P-Cl) standards with the spectrum
of the precipitate highlights the sensitivity of the Raman spectrum to substitution of Pb
into the apatitic structure. It also documents the effectiveness of the chemical partitioning
of Pb from the solution (with its molar ratio of Ca: Pb = 20) into the solid phase (with its
molar ratio of Ca: Pb = 0.51). The dominance of a single (ν1) peak, as in Ca-apatite, has
been modified in this precipitate to the double-peak (ν1 and ν3) prominence of a Pb-apatite
(pyromorphite, phosphohedyphane), and not even the peak positions and relative intensi-
ties of the ν1 and ν3 peaks match those of chlorapatite (compare to relations in Figure 6).
The spectrum of the precipitate instead indicates a Ca-enriched analog of stoichiometric
chlorphosphohedyphane (see Figure 7 (a), a spectrum of a geological sample).
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Figure 7. Red spectrum (c) of a room-temperature precipitate from a phosphate solution with NaCl and an atomic Ca:Pb
ratio of 20. See SI Section S6 for experimental methods. For comparison, two spectra are shown in dashed format: blue
spectrum (d) is of a room-temperature synthetic Cl-OH pyromorphite (Pb-phosphate) with 2.75 wt.% CO3 in solid solution,
and black spectrum (b) of a high-temperature synthetic chlorapatite (Ca-phosphate) standard. The prominence of two,
rather than just one of the P-O stretching bands in spectrum c, suggests a considerable effect from Pb incorporation. The
best spectral match to precipitate (c) is of a natural, geological chlorphosphohedyphane (spectrum (a)), shown in green. An
XRD pattern and interpretation of sample c are in SI Section S6. ** indicates a peak from residual Pb(NO3)2 reactant.
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Based on chemical analyses of geological minerals in the apatite family, Kampf et al.
(2006) [44] inferred probable complete solid solution between chlorpyromorphite (Pb-P)
and chlorphosphohedyphane (Ca-Pb-P). Zhu et al. (2016) [43] carried out a detailed
experimental study of the solubility of multiple members of the (PbxCa1−x)5(PO4)3OH
solid solution series (even more pertinent to LSL scales) at pH 2–9. They documented
Pb-apatite (pyromorphite) with a solubility 23 orders of magnitude less than that of Ca-
apatite; solubilities of compositionally intermediate members decreased proportionally
as the Pb/(Pb + Ca) molar ratio increased. It is, therefore, important to know this mo-
lar ratio when estimating the aqueous lead concentration in equilibrium with a specific
phosphohedyphane scale. Spectral calibration against Ca-Pb-phosphate phases of known
composition would be very useful for such compositional determinations.

In one pipe-conditioning experiment, a synthetic water source was recirculated
through decades-old, lead pipes harvested from Providence, RI [22]. At the time when
phosphate was introduced into the synthetic water, the dissolved lead concentrations
decreased, but in situ RS of the most recently precipitated (i.e., most surficial) pipe scale
did not initially detect a pyromorphite or phosphohedyphane phase. Rather, F-bearing
hydroxylapatite was the phosphate phase found on the scale surface [22]. Given the
high Ca/Pb ratios in typical water systems, a Ca-apatite phase is not unexpected, and
a lead phosphate was subsequently detected elsewhere in this pipe. Kinetic factors, in-
cluding those controlling mineral nucleation, can affect the order in which the solids
precipitate [3]. Such low-solubility, non-lead phases might be important as temporary
stabilizers of underlying lead-bearing scales in times of compositional fluctuation in the
water supply. Additionally of importance in this case was that the F-bearing apatite was
shown spectroscopically to have a significant component of carbonate in solid solution (see
Figure S2). RS also clarified the identity of the phosphate phase induced by the addition of
orthophosphate in the pipe-loop experiment with initially new lead pipes and synthetic
water simulating that in Washington, D.C. before 2000 [21]. The phase was found to be a
type of phosphohedyphane.

A separate synthesis study [4] provided a test for distinguishing between the ad-
sorption (less stable sequestration) of cations onto pyromorphite particles and the struc-
tural/crystallographic incorporation (more stable sequestration) of such ions into the
pyromorphite structure. RS was done on precipitates from aqueous solutions with total
P/Pb molar ratios of 1 and 100 and to which the cations Ca2+, Mg2+, or Na+ (in the form
of soluble fluorides, chlorides, bicarbonates, or nitrates) had been individually added.
Synchrotron-based, grazing-incidence wide-angle X-ray scattering (GIWAXS) analysis
could not definitively distinguish between hydroxylpyromorphite and chlorpyromorphite
in the filtered precipitates of the mostly sub-micrometer to nanometer-scale particles [4].
The presence of different cations and anions, however, clearly affected the Raman spectra
of individual, micrometer-scale particles of the phosphate precipitates (Figure 8), i.e., con-
firming solid solution (structural incorporation of ions) rather than only simple adsorption.
A comparison of these spectra with those taken on synthetic pyromorphites of a wide range
of known compositions [50,51] enables the interpretation of the pyromorphite precipitates
with regard to anionic substitution of OH−, Cl−, F−, and CO3

2− (see Figure S3 for details).
Such compositional variations affect mineral solubility [42,50,52].

Zhao et al. (2018) [4] used multiple characterization techniques on their precipitates
and also did equilibrium calculations to predict the expected product phases. Both Raman
(see Figure 8) and GIWAXS data identified a pyromorphite phase as the only precipi-
tate in each synthesis experiment, although one or both of the carbonates cerussite and
hydrocerussite were calculated to be supersaturated together with pyromorphite in the
initial solutions (Figure S3, panel B table). All the solutions had been equilibrated with
atmospheric CO2, as is true of many municipal water supplies, or contained a known
concentration of introduced HCO3

−. RS of Zhao et al.’s (2018) [4] precipitates (Figure 8)
confirms not only that pyromorphite was the only mineral detected, but also that the
pyromorphite solids are spectrally distinguishable from each other and that all of them
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contain structurally incorporated carbonate. In this case, pyromorphites of various OH-
Cl-F chemistries demonstrated the ability to accommodate within their structures some
of the carbonate dissolved in the water, thereby precluding formation of a separate lead
carbonate phase (cf. [25]). The differences in anion content among the pyromorphites
is spectroscopically detectable (especially in the OH-region of the spectrum; see inset in
Figure S3, panel A), and some cation substitution also probably accounts for the visible
shifts in the ν1 peak positions (Figure 8).
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pheric CO2, as is true of many municipal water supplies, or contained a known concentra-
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Figure 8. Raman spectra of room-temperature precipitates from Pb-phosphate solutions to which specific cations or anions
have been added (see table in Figure S3) to emulate the effects of chemical differences among various municipal water
supplies. The spectrum at the bottom is of a synthetic hydroxylpyromorphite standard. The spectra of the different
pyromorphite precipitates clearly reflect cation and anion substitutions. Additionally of note is that the spectra of all
the samples display the peak (see “CO3” label) for the chemical–structural substitution of CO3

2− into the pyromorphite
precipitates; Figure 8 is a redrawing of some of the spectra in Figure 1B of Zhao et al. (2018) [4]. More detailed interpretations
are given in Figure S3.

3.3.2. Other Polyatomic Ions

Raman spectroscopy cannot definitively identify single atoms or monatomic ions, but
only demonstrate their effects on the vibrational modes of covalent bonds in the mineral,
as seen in shifts in peak positions in Figures 6 and 8. However, polyatomic ions exhibiting
covalent bonding, such as OH− and CO3

2−, can be identified unambiguously. This ac-
counts for the appearance in the Raman spectra of specifically identifiable peaks for those
two species (Figure 8 and Figure S3). According to comparisons with our pyromorphite
standards (e.g., see Figure 9), Zhao et al.’s (2018) [4] precipitates in some cases contained as
much as 3–4 wt.% CO3 in solid solution. Figure 9 also illustrates the usefulness of calibra-
tion standards, using compounds/minerals of well-known composition and structure, for
purposes of interpreting more quantitatively the spectra of unknown samples (Figure S3).
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based on reference to independently analyzed compounds (see legend), such as the synthetic carbonated hydroxylpyro-
morphite (spectra (a) and (b)) and carbonated chlorpyromorphite (spectra (c) and (d)) standards. Inset shows the spectral
region for the O-H stretch vibration of the hydroxyl ion, a small concentration of which was even incorporated into both
chlorpyromorphite samples. The “CO3” label indicates the band that confirms structural incorporation (i.e., substitution) of
carbonate within the pyromorphite.

Dissolved carbonate is a common component in drinking-water sources, as revealed
by the high frequency of the carbonate minerals cerussite and hydrocerussite, especially
in the scales of lead pipes that have not been treated with phosphate. There should be
some consideration of the possible elevation in the solubility of pyromorphite scale due to
carbonate incorporation. In contrast to Ca-apatite, which shows a strong increase in solu-
bility with increasing carbonate substitution (Baig et al., 1999 [53]; Deymier et al., 2017 [54],
their supplementary information), pyromorphite does not show an appreciable increase
until it has several weight percent carbonate substitution [50]. The large difference in car-
bonate solubility effects between the Ca-apatites and Pb-apatites leaves open the question
of how carbonate substitution would affect the solubility of natural phosphohedyphane-
like phases, whose Pb-to-Ca ratio is quite variable [17,43,55–57]. There is evidence in
several studies that carbonate is incorporated in or associated with phosphohedyphane-
like phases in lead-pipe scale and its synthetic analogs [17,56,58], as well as geological
phosphohedyphane (over 4 wt.% CO3, calculated, by Ondrejka et al., 2020 [57]).

Lead phosphate minerals can also act to remove other unwanted toxic components
in geological and drinking-water environments. Both (AsO4)3− and (VO4)3− are well
recognized geologically as substituents for (PO4)3− in apatite-group minerals because
of the chemical, size, and shape similarities among the three [59]. Experiments indicate
the ease of aqueous precipitation of V-apatite and As-apatite solids [60]. Solid solution
varieties of phosphohedyphane occur geologically as well as in some LSLs [17,18,42,55,61].
As shown in Figure S4, significant amounts of (AsO4)3− can be incorporated in phospho-
hedyphane, and this complex ion species can be identified unambiguously by its Raman
peak position [45,47,57].
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Recent reports of vanadium in lead-pipe scale, especially in the inner layers [10,13,62],
have caused some health concern. In at least one case [13], small amounts of the separate
mineral vanadinite [Pb5(VO4)3Cl, another member of the apatite family] were identified
in pipe scale. Tarr (2019) [36] documented by electron microprobe the enrichment in
vanadium of some of the scales in our pipes harvested from Providence, RI. In other cases,
chemical analyses of pipe scale revealed close spatial association of V and Pb± P [10,36,62].
The RS technique can definitively identify both arsenate and vanadate substitutions in
pyromorphite and phosphohedyphane minerals, as well as separate arsenate and vanadate
minerals. It also distinguishes between adsorption (chemically, “close association”) and
solid solution (single mineral, structurally incorporating “foreign” components). The
presence of V and/or As in a drinking-water system clearly is of concern, but their structural
incorporation within an insoluble phosphate host illustrates another benefit of phosphate
treatment of drinking water.

3.4. Detecting More Than Meets the Eye

Using water that was synthetically formulated to emulate that of Washington, D.C.,
prior to 2000, mineral scales were grown by recirculating the water through new lead
pipes [21]. After 15 weeks of treatment in a pipe rig, a segment of one such pipe was re-
moved and sawed longitudinally. Reflected-light microscopy (see photo inset in Figure S5)
revealed three major types of surface texture and color on the inside surface of the treated
pipe: (1) dark gray with a matte finish, (2) brownish-bronze as a halo around the dark gray
core, and (3) silver-colored with a very high luster similar to that of raw lead.

The most unexpected results came from multiple Raman analyses on the #3 high-luster,
apparently uncoated lead regions. All spectra (admittedly with low signal strength) of
this apparently clean lead indicate either litharge (PbO) or litharge plus cerussite (PbCO3).
The six spectra with highest S:N (see Figure 10) show intensity ratios that vary from
extreme spectral dominance of litharge to significant spectral dominance of cerussite. More
to the point, neither the optically visible mixtures of litharge and cerussite that were
spectroscopically identified in areas #1 and #2 (Figure S5) nor the optically invisible scale
layer in area #3 were detected by SEM-EDS analyses on polished cross-sections of this same
pipe. Both the nature of Raman analysis and the fact that it could be applied directly to the
unprepared surface of the pipe permitted detection of the earliest scale phases formed and
their spatial distribution on the optically splotchy inner surface of the pipe (see Figure S5,
photo inset; Figure S6 for comparison).

3.5. Assessing the Most Recent Precipitate; Dealing with Amorphous Material

In a harvested LSL, determination of the mineral precipitating immediately before
pipe retrieval would contribute to an understanding of the scale currently precipitating in
the contiguous neighborhood. Analogously, in an experiment to produce and study lead-
pipe scales approaching water–solid equilibrium, it is essential to document the timing,
identity, and specific composition of the precipitates. For most analytical techniques,
it could be difficult to acquire definitive analyses on the couple-micrometer-thick final
precipitate before pipe removal. Sawing of a longitudinal pipe section, however, enables
a top-down analysis of the undisturbed, last-deposited minerals by Raman microprobe
spectroscopy. Information on the raw pipe surface is particularly important in that the
uppermost surface of the scale is not only in constant contact with the water (helping
buffer its lead concentration), but also the most vulnerable to the release of dissolved and
particulate lead.

In situ analysis also permits RS identification of materials that are regarded as amor-
phous, as well as semi-quantitative characterization of differences in their degree of crys-
tallinity. The lower the degree of crystallinity of the solid, the less well-resolved the spectral
peaks are with respect to each other and the broader they are individually. Figure 2 shows
a spectrum of scrutinyite (PbO2) that has a very low degree of crystallinity, perhaps a can-
didate for classification as amorphous. In this example, the Raman spectrum still provides
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unambiguous identification of scrutinyite, whose low spectral resolution stands in contrast
to that of the synthetic commercial plattnerite.
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Figure 10. Raman spectra of an experimental lead pipe that had undergone conditioning for 15 weeks
with synthetic, pre-2000 Washington, D.C. water. As illustrated in the inset to Figure S5, the pipe
does not appear fully coated, but rather shows a tri-color patchiness. These six spectra (1 mW laser
power; each one shows the average of 20 1-s acquisitions) were taken of different silvery patches that
optically appeared to be clean lead. They are stacked from the highest (at top) to the lowest spectral
intensity ratio of litharge: cerussite, illustrating the large range in relative concentrations across the
pipe’s surface.

Raman spectra can also reveal variations in crystallinity of the same scale mineral.
As seen in Figure 11, fine-grained plattnerite on the walls of lead pipes after 62 weeks
of conditioning with Washington, D.C.-synthetic water [21] shows a moderate degree of
crystallinity, with definable and reproducible peaks (spectrum a). Still recognizable as
plattnerite, but showing less well-defined peaks, is the spectrum of sub-millimeter particles
captured on filters in the same lead pipes after only 33 weeks of conditioning (Figure 11,
spectrum c). The latter material clearly is less well crystalline than that in spectrum (a). In
fact, the 33-week filtered particles (c) have a spectrum almost identical to that of the most
recently precipitated scale in the 62-week pipe (Figure 11, spectrum b), i.e., fragile material
that resides on thin projections protruding from the plattnerite layer on the pipe wall. The
fact that type (b) material directly overlies type (a) suggests that the spectra have captured
plattnerite in the process of maturation from recent precipitate (b) into a more ordered,
more stable crystalline solid (a) as it grows outward from the pipe wall over time.



Minerals 2021, 11, 1047 18 of 24

Minerals 2021, 11, x FOR PEER REVIEW 19 of 25 
 

 

a candidate for classification as amorphous. In this example, the Raman spectrum still 
provides unambiguous identification of scrutinyite, whose low spectral resolution stands 
in contrast to that of the synthetic commercial plattnerite.  

Raman spectra can also reveal variations in crystallinity of the same scale mineral. 
As seen in Figure 11, fine-grained plattnerite on the walls of lead pipes after 62 weeks of 
conditioning with Washington, D.C.-synthetic water [21] shows a moderate degree of 
crystallinity, with definable and reproducible peaks (spectrum a). Still recognizable as 
plattnerite, but showing less well-defined peaks, is the spectrum of sub-millimeter parti-
cles captured on filters in the same lead pipes after only 33 weeks of conditioning (Figure 
11, spectrum c). The latter material clearly is less well crystalline than that in spectrum (a). 
In fact, the 33-week filtered particles (c) have a spectrum almost identical to that of the 
most recently precipitated scale in the 62-week pipe (Figure 11, spectrum b), i.e., fragile 
material that resides on thin projections protruding from the plattnerite layer on the pipe 
wall. The fact that type (b) material directly overlies type (a) suggests that the spectra have 
captured plattnerite in the process of maturation from recent precipitate (b) into a more 
ordered, more stable crystalline solid (a) as it grows outward from the pipe wall over time. 

 
Figure 11. Contrasting degrees of crystallinity in plattnerite (PbO2) according to when in the condi-
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mature in the solution. (a) At 62 weeks (wks): fine-grained but relatively well-crystalline matrix 
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Figure 11. Contrasting degrees of crystallinity in plattnerite (PbO2) according to when in the con-
ditioning process it was precipitated in the new lead pipe and how long the initial precipitate had
to mature in the solution. (a) At 62 weeks (wks): fine-grained but relatively well-crystalline matrix
coating wall of pipe; (b) at 62 weeks: small, not well-crystalline grains perched on tips of projections
from coating on pipe wall; (c) at 33 weeks: poorly crystalline particles trapped on filter from water
flow in pipe. Structural order of the same mineral phase shown to increase from the bottom to the
top spectrum.

There is repeated recognition in the literature [3,11,63] of a large component of re-
trieved scale material that is called amorphous, which typically means undefinable by
XRD. Both the chemical composition (in many cases rich in Al, Si, and P, in addition to Pb,
which may be minor) and the degree/lack of crystallinity of such material are important
to its physical and chemical stability and, therefore, important to define. As illustrated
above, RS can aid in specifying both of those factors in lead-bearing as well as lead-free
solids. There is a wide range in the degree of atomic ordering between fully crystalline
and X-ray amorphous forms of a solid phase, and specification within that range is at-
tainable by Raman spectroscopy (well exemplified in carbonaceous material: e.g., [64,65];
see Figure S7). When chemically identical solids exist in both atomically more ordered
and less ordered/amorphous forms, the amorphous one is always more soluble than
the well-crystalline one [3,66]. Recognition of differences in crystallinity among mineral
scales of identical composition, therefore, is important to the assessment of expected lead
concentrations in the water. Optical microscope observation of the examples in Figure 11
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also suggest that the less crystalline form of a given phase may be more fragile and, thus,
more susceptible not only to chemical dissolution but also to mechanical removal from the
pipe wall than its more crystalline analog.

4. Conclusions and Future Raman Application to Lead-Pipe Scales
4.1. Conclusions

Raman microprobe spectroscopy is one of several analytical techniques that can yield
important compound-specific information about the scales in lead pipes. The above exam-
ples illustrate how this non-destructive, micrometer-scale probe can be used in conjunction
with different techniques that provide bulk-scale information and better quantification
of amounts of phases, such as XRD powder diffraction and ICP-MS chemical analysis of
dissolved scales. Due to its basis in an optical scattering phenomenon, RS is limited in
its ability to quantify relative amounts of solid phases, but it does provide unambiguous
identification (and typically additional characterization) of even microscopic samples. The
spatial selectivity of RS is comparable to that of standard SEM-EDS or electron-probe
microanalysis, but RS does not require the intensity of sample preparation (e.g., sawing,
polishing, carbon-coating, operation in a vacuum) of those chemical techniques. It also
does not provide the chemical specificity and compositional accuracy of those two.

The specific analytical niche of RS is its ability to operate on untreated surfaces, provide
combined chemical–structural characterization of phases in a matter of minutes or less, and
leave the sample (usually) undamaged and ready for subsequent analyses. Because of the
sensitivity of the Raman spectrum to structural and/or chemical variations in a mineral, RS
also acts well as a preview tool to pinpoint which regions of a sample should be subjected
to additional analytical techniques. Raman spectra on polished cross-sections of a pipe
can be compared with SEM-EDS and electron microprobe analyses performed at similar
spatial scales on the same sections, bringing visualization together with structural and
compositional information on the scale minerals.

Multiple Raman databases of natural minerals and other compounds are available on
the Web. The one most cited by mineralogists is the RRUFF database (https://rruff.info/
about/about_general.php (accessed on 26 September 2021)). This provides Raman, IR, and
XRD spectra/patterns to be viewed online and also available in over 14,000 high-resolution
files that can be downloaded at no cost. The database can be searched by mineral name as
well as by major elements. The identities of many of the mineral samples whose Raman
spectra are shown in RRUFF are confirmed by accompanying XRD patterns and electron
microprobe chemical analyses [67].

4.2. Moving Forward with Raman Spectroscopy on Lead Issues

This article has been limited to the application of the Raman microprobe to point-based
analyses, but uncoated polished sections such as lead pipe cross-sections offer the possi-
bility of Raman mapping. Maps can be constructed on the basis of phase identity and/or
selected characteristics (e.g., degree of crystallinity, solid solution, physical intergrowth)
within individual grains while displaying them in their spatial context [31,68,69]. The
confocal nature of many modern Raman systems even permits a form of depth-controlled,
non-destructive microtomography under appropriate optical conditions (e.g., Schiavi
et al.’s (2020) [68] multi-mineral inclusions).

Despite the absence of large numbers of previous Raman studies concerning lead-pipe
scales, there are many published applications of RS in studies of analogous materials and
situations, whose procedures could act as templates for further Raman applications to
lead pipes. (1) Metal corrosion: RS frequently has been used to detect corrosion of pipes
constructed of various other metals [32,70] and of an ancient Chinese bronze artifact [71].
Sandvig et al.’s (2008) monograph [72] highlights the need to address corrosion issues
in not just lead pipe, but also in the accompanying plumbing fixtures, including solder,
fittings, and faucet components. Copper and its alloys are among the metal components.
Leban et al.’s (2017) [70] ex situ analyses on corrosion products of steel pipes demonstrates

https://rruff.info/about/about_general.php
https://rruff.info/about/about_general.php
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the capability of the Raman microprobe to identify and characterize individual minerals
on raw cross-sections of compositionally zoned scale deposits. Iron- and iron-manganese
oxide phases, commonly found in the scales of lead and other metal pipes, typically have
a low degree of crystallinity or are X-ray amorphous. Reference to the RRUFF database
and other published articles permits their Raman identification [23]. (2) Fine-grained,
dispersed lead minerals: Lanfranco et al. (2003) [73] compared the applicability of RS vs.
XRD in the identification and characterization of mixed-metal (including lead) phosphate
phases in soils using careful experimental design and providing excellent documentation.
RS came out the winner in this study. There is also considerable Raman work on the
types of fine-grained mineral particles that were used as pigments in paintings that are
centuries old. (3) Field-deployable Raman systems: Both portable Raman systems (for in
situ analysis) and laboratory instruments (operating on minute retrieved samples) have
been employed successfully to identify pigment minerals, which include several lead
carbonate and lead oxide phases as well as iron oxides [39,74,75]. Gazquez et al. (2017) [30]
used portable Raman systems to identify minerals in situ in several cultural and geological
heritage sites, including the pigment minerals in the famous Paleolithic rock-wall art in
the Altamira Cave in north-central Spain. (4) Lead batteries: The sensitivity of RS to a
wide range of lead-bearing compounds has been explored in the RS identification and
Raman mapping of intermediate lead compounds formed during repeated charge-cycling
in lead-acid batteries [76].

The spectroscopic recognition and quantification of minor changes in mineral chem-
istry (through shifts in peak position) are of importance in gaining more information from
Raman spectra. Samples of known atomic ratios of the elements in question could be
synthesized in order to use them as Raman calibration standards (e.g., Sternlieb et al.
(2010) [50] on the carbonate concentration in pyromorphite; Breitenfeld et al. (2018) [77]
on the Fe/(Fe + Mg) ratio in the olivine silicate mineral group). Analogous structural
standards, using TEM and XRD for independent analysis, could be developed to define
the degree of crystallinity of a particular phase, such as litharge (as done for the degree of
crystallinity of carbonaceous materials, e.g., [64,78]; see Figure S7).

The issue of organic compounds, including natural organic matter that typically occurs
in municipal water systems, was not discussed above. Many organic compounds have
readily identifiable Raman spectra, which could be used to interpret analyses of natural
pipe scales. For instance, the Raman spectra of humic acid and fulvic acid [79], frequently
used as stand-ins for organic matter in experimental systems [4,20], are distinctive. Even
some of the synthetic materials used as examples in the present paper exhibited small
amounts of organic contamination, recognized most readily by C-H vibrational bands in
the spectral region around 2800–3100 cm−1.

Laser irradiation of natural samples often induces luminescence [36], especially if
excitation wavelengths in the blue and green region are used (see SI Section S7), and
such luminescence in many cases is attributable to organic compounds. On the one hand,
luminescence of a mineral can interfere with detection of its (much weaker) Raman signal,
but on the other, luminescence can also act as a sensitive detector of the presence of organic
molecules (Fritsch et al.’s 2012 [28] Section S5). Most of the spectra included in this article
and its Supplementary Information were not baseline corrected to remove accompanying
luminescence/fluorescence signatures, although such removal is typical in published
articles. The fluorescence signatures of natural scale samples could be explored to gain
more information about how the chemistry of the water supply changed over time and
might have affected the development and stabilization of the lead-pipe scales.

Raman spectroscopy has much more to offer to the study of lead-pipe scales. De-
velopment of synthetic samples for spectral calibration of chemical variations would be
straightforward and immediately useful to implement. Other existing Raman technologies
could be applied with almost certain benefit, e.g., (1) Raman mapping using lab-based
systems and (2) deployment of hand-held/mobile RS units in the field, especially ones
using fiber-optically connected probe heads that could monitor pipe samples and changes
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in them in situ. Our group already has published proof-of-concept applications for the
latter, which demonstrate Raman monitoring of the real-time development of Ca and Pb
phosphate minerals while in solution [33,34]. Further useful enhancements in RS technol-
ogy are on the way, as the technique is increasingly applied commercially and even on
Mars rovers [29,35].

Raman spectroscopy can be not only an excellent “silent partner” in the multi-
technique characterization of Pb-pipe scales. In many cases, it can take the lead in identi-
fying the scale compounds at high spatial resolution and in the first recognition of a new
scale layer. The development of appropriate calibration standards can greatly enhance the
level of quantification of RS analyses. This is an excellent tool to help keep the lead out of
drinking water.

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at https://www.mdpi.com/article/
10.3390/min11101047/s1, Section S1: Supplementary figures and captions, Figure S1: Comparison
among Raman peak positions in Ca-, Pb-, and Ca-Pb-phosphates, Figure S2: Raman spectra of carbon-
ated fluorapatites, Figure S3: Raman spectra of carbonated Pb phosphates with cation substitutions,
Figure S4: Raman spectra of geological phosphohedyphane phases, Figure S5: Raman spectra of
litharge and cerussite in synthetically treated lead pipes, Figure S6: Raman spectra of litharge and
hydrocerussite on a weathered lead ingot, Figure S7: Raman spectra of a wide range of geological
carbonaceous materials; Section S2: Sample information, file information, and spectral acquisition
parameters keyed to all figures; Section S3: Brief introduction to Raman spectroscopy; Section S4:
Instrumental details of the Raman microprobe system used in this study; Section S5: Accuracy and
reproducibility in Raman spectroscopic analyses; Section S6: Precipitation experiments with Ca: Pb
molar ratio of 20; Section S7: Luminescence encountered during Raman spectroscopic analysis.
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