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Abstract: A new species of genus Halectinosoma Vervoort, 1962 was collected from the east coast of
Korea. The genus Halectinosoma comprises about 70 species, but only three species have previously
been reported in East Asia. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. is morphologically most closely related to
H. langi Wells 1967 from Inhaca Island, Mozambique, and H. oblongum (Kunz, 1949) from Heligoland
island, Germany, however clearly distinguishable from it based on the following morphological
characteristics: 5-segmented and elongated female antennule, mandible gnathobase without seta,
about 5.6 times as long as the greatest width of the basis of the maxilliped, and outer seta of the P5
endopodal lobe longer than the inner seta. A key to species of the curticorne-group of Halectinosoma
is provided.
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1. Introduction

To date, the biodiversity of harpacticoid copepods on the coast of Korea is poorly documented
compared to other countries such as the United States, countries in the Caribbean Sea, Japan and
Europe [1], because the history of taxonomic research is relatively short and there are not many
studies and research [2]. However, the list of reported species along the coast of Korea is expected
to grow very fast as many new and unrecorded species are discovered each year through various
taxonomic studies [1], including the project of ‘Discovery of Korean Indigenous Species’, which have
been conducted since 2006.

Halectinosoma Vervoort, 1962 is one of the most divergent genera in the family Ectinosomatidae
Sars, 1903 and is, to date, composed of 69 species [3]. Although the genus Halectinosoma is one of the
largest groups in the family Ectinosomatidae, only three species of Halectinosoma have been reported in
East Asia [4]: H. arenicola (Rouch, 1962) and H. perforatum Itô, 1981 in Japan (H. japonicum (Miura, 1964)
was also reported but was considered as species inquirenda by Karanovic and Pesce [5]), and H. perforatum
and H. foveolata Kim, Jung and Yoon, 2017 in Korea [4]. Most recently, Sciberras et al. [3] organized and
reevaluated several confused and complex species of Halectinosoma during the reporting of the new
species H. parejae from Argentina, and also updating the key to genera of the family Ectinosomatidae.

As part of an ongoing taxonomic study of harpacticoid copepods along Korean coasts, harpacticoid
copepods have been collected. Here, I describe Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. from sediments of
the east coast of Korea based on female morphology and provide an updated key to the species
of Halectinosoma.
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2. Materials and Methods

Samples were collected from Bong-gil Beach, Gyeongju, Korea (35◦44′21.1′′ N, 129◦29′03.0′′ E) in
January 2019 (Figure 1). Samples were taken with a hand net, fixed with 70% ethanol. Meiofauna was
extracted from the sediment by Ludox centrifugation [6]. Copepods were sorted under a Leica S APO
stereo zoom microscope and stored in 70% ethanol. Samples were dissected in lactic acid, and the
dissected appendages were permanently mounted on slides in lactophenol. Preparations were sealed
with transparent nail varnish. All drawings were prepared using a Leica DM 2500 differential interference
contrast microscope. Specimens were deposited at the National Institute of Biological Resources (NIBR)
of Korea. The descriptive terminology is adopted from Huys et al. [7]. Abbreviations used in the text are:
A1, antennule; A2, antenna; ae, aesthetasc; enp, endopod; exp, exopod; P1–P6, first to sixth thoracopod;
exp (enp)-1 (2, 3) to denote the proximal (middle, distal) segment of a ramus. Scale bars in figures are
indicated in µm.

Figure 1. The sampling site. Type locality indicated by an arrow (Bong-gil Beach, Gyeongju, Korea).

3. Results—Systematics

Order Harpacticoida Sars, 1903.
Family Ectinosomatidae Sars, 1903.
Genus Halectinosoma Vervoort, 1962.
Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov.
Type locality. Bong-gil Beach, Gyeongju, Korea (35◦44′21.1′′ N, 129◦29′03.0′′ E).
Material examined. Holotype 1♀(ZCIVIV0000004256) dissected on 9 slides. Paratypes

11♀♀(ZCIVIV0000004249) in 70% ethanol, vial. All from the type locality, collected by H.W. Bang and
H. Moon in January 2019.

Etymology. The species name refers to the type locality; Bong-gil Beach is near the Underwater
Tomb of King Munmu of the Korean kingdom of Silla, the world’s only underwater tomb.

Female. Total body length: 650 µm (n = 10; range: 612–698 µm), measured from anterior margin
of rostrum to posterior margin of caudal rami. Largest width measured at posterior margin of cephalic
shield: 104 µm. Habitus (Figure 2A) elongated, fusiform. Urosome slightly narrower than prosome.
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Figure 2. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. holotype female. (A) Habitus, dorsal; (B) habitus, lateral.

Cephalothorax gradually tapering anteriorly, dorsal surface with minute spinule row near
posterior margin, posterior margin with deeply serrate hyaline frill, sensillar pattern on cephalothorax
and body somites as figured in Figure 2A. Rostrum broadly rounded and fused at base with
cephalothorax. Pedigerous somites with several transverse rows of spinules dorsally, serrate posteriorly
as cephalothorax; pleural areas well developed, spinule rows, pores and sensilla as figured.

Urosome (Figure 2A,B) 5-segmented, comprising P5-bearing somite, genital double-somite and
3 free abdominal somites. All urosomites with spinules around posterior margin. Genital double-somite
(Figure 3B) completely fused internally and externally, without distinct dorsal surface ridge,
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original segmentation marked by lateral and ventral subcuticular transverse ridges; transverse rows
of minute spinules in lateral and dorsal surfaces, rows of minute spinules either side of genital slit,
and hyaline frill along the distal margin. Genital field positioned near ventrally with a large copulatory
pore, and P6 represented by narrow transverse plate, with a protuberance bearing one bare seta.
Anal somite (Figure 3C) deeply cleft medially, with well-developed hyaline frill along posterior margin,
pseudoperculum well developed.

Caudal ramus (Figure 3C,D) as long as broad, with seven setae: seta I shortest, bare; seta II bare;
seta III slightly pinnate; seta IV bare and long; V sparsely bipinnate, about 2.0 times as long as seta IV;
seta VI longer than seta III, bare and slender; seta VII bi-articulate at base and plumose, inserted on
inner margin opposite seta I.

Antennule (Figure 4A) short and slender, 5-segmented. Segment 1 with two rows of minute
spinules and few long setules around anterior margin. Segment 3 with aesthetasc fused basally to seta
and set on pedestal. All setae naked except for one pinnate seta on segments 1. Armature as follows:
1-[1], 2-[10], 3-[5 + (1 + ae)], 4-[0], 5-[8 + acrothek]. Apical acrothek consisting of 3 long setae.

Antenna (Figure 4B). Coxa small. Basis longer than wide, with of long setules on abexopodal
margin. Exopod small, 3-segmented; exp-1 longer than exp-2, without seta; exp-2 shortest with one
bare seta; exp-3 longest, few spinules present around distal corner, with two pinnate spines apically.
Endopod 2-segmented. Enp-1 slightly longer than basis, without ornamentation; enp-2 with strong
spinules near proximal corner and near posterior margin; lateral armature arising in proximal third,
consisting of one unipinnate and one bipinnate spine; apical armature consisting of two unipinnate
and two bipinnate setae, and one short bare and two geniculate setae.

Mandible (Figure 4C) with blunt molar-like gnathobase bearing five small edgeless teeth around
ventral distal margin, and bidentate tooth at near dorsal corner, without seta. Palp well-developed,
biramous. Basis elongate, with three pinnate setae inserted at distal margin. Endopod 1-segmented,
rectangular, and with a row of setules on lateral margin, with one lateral and four apical naked setae,
of which two distal fused at base. Exopod 1-segmented, small, with one short spinulose seta, and two
plumose setae fused basally to segment.

Maxillule (Figure 4D,E). Praecoxal arthrite with four strong spinulose spines, anterior surface with two
small naked setae. Coxa apparently incorporated into the praecoxa, represented by one short cylindrical
endite bearing one long pinnate seta. Basis with spinules along inner margin, with four spinulose setae
distally. Endopod trilobate, with eight naked setae. Exopod 1-segmented, small, with two bare setae.

Maxilla (Figure 4F) non-prehensile, comprising syncoxa, allobasis and endopod. Syncoxa with
three endites: proximal endite rudimentary, with one pinnate spine and two bipinnate setae;
middle endite small, with two pinnate setae; distal endite with one bipinnate seta and one unipinnate
spine. Allobasis longer than syncoxa, with armed with two pinnate setae and one unipinnate spine
lateral margin. Endopod composed of two geniculate, two pinnate long setae and one small bare seta.

Maxilliped (Figure 4G). Syncoxa short, with one long pinnate seta. Basis elongated, about 5.6 times
as long as wide, with double row of long setules along outer margin, inner margin spinulose.
Endopod about 5.8 times as long as wide, with one pinnate seta laterally, one spinulose seta subdistally,
and apical armature consisting of two naked setae.

Swimming legs 1–4 (Figure 5A,B and Figure 6A,B) with intercoxal sclerite and praecoxae,
both without ornamentation. Coxae and bases with surface ornamentations of spinules as figured.
All swimming legs with three-segmented exopods and endopods, and endopods typically longer than
exopods. Exp-1 and exp-2 with hyaline frill on anterior distal margins. Enp-1 with secretory pore on
anterior surface near distal margin.
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Figure 3. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. holotype female. (A) P5, anterior; (B) genital field, ventral;
(C) anal somite and caudal rami, ventral; (D) caudal ramus, dorsal.
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Figure 4. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. holotype female. (A) Antennule; (B) antenna; (C) mandible;
(D) maxillule; (E) maxillule, praecoxal arthrite; (F) maxilla; (G) maxilliped.
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Figure 5. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. holotype female. (A) P1, anterior; (B) P2, anterior.
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Figure 6. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. holotype female. (A) P3, anterior; (B) P4, anterior.

P1 (Figure 5A). Intercoxal sclerite small, without ornamentation. Praecoxa well developed.
Coxa large, as long as wide, and with spinular rows on anterior surface. Basis with 1 outer bare and
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1 inner strong pinnate spine, anterior surface covered with spinules as figured. Exp-1 without inner
seta; exp-2 with one outer stout pinnate spine and one long, plumose, inner seta; exp-3 with five setal
elements. Enp-1 longest, with inner plumose seta, and with stout spinules distal and outer margins
and long setules along inner margins; enp-2 with one inner plumose seta and with spinules distally on
outer margins, row of spinules on anterior and posterior surfaces; enp-3 with stout spinules along
outer margins, with two long plumose inner setae, two well-developed unipinnate spines, and one
small naked outer spine.

P2–P4 (Figures 5B and 6A,B). Coxae ornamented with spinular rows on anterior surface and
near outer distal margin. Basis triangular, with stout spinules along outer margin, hyaline frill on
distal margins, and with naked outer seta. Rami 3-segmented, outer margins of segments with coarse
spinules; exp-1 and exp-2 with one plumose inner seta; enp-3 one with pore on anterior surface, P3–P4
enp-2 with row of spinules on anterior and posterior margins.

Armature formula for swimming legs:

Exopod Endopod
P1 0.1.122 1.1.221
P2 1.1.122 1.1.221
P3 1.1.222 1.1.221
P4 1.1.222 1.1.221

P5 (Figure 3A) with separate exopod and baseoendopod. Exopod about 1.8 times as long as broad,
with one small pore on anterior surface, and with three terminal setae; innermost shortest, middle seta
longer than outer seta; anterior surface with one plumose seta at the insertion site. Baseoendopod with
two pores on anterior surface and row of spinules on anterior surface and large spinules on posterior
surface; large setophore bearing slender triarticulate outer basal seta; endopodal lobe reaching halfway
along inner margin of exopod, with two spinulose setae on distal margin.

Male. Unknown.

4. Discussion

Lang [8] separated the genus Ectinosoma into two subgenera, Ectinosoma and Halectinosoma,
and divided the subgenus Halectinosoma into a sarsi- (P2–P4 exp-3 with three outer spines; type species,
E. sarsi Boeck, 1872) and a curticorne-groups (P4 exp-3 with two outer spines; type species, E. curticorne
Boeck, 1872). Later, the subgenus Halectinosoma was upgraded to genus level by Verboort [9] and
Lang [10]. As the genus Halectinosoma has a number of taxonomically complex and unresolved
issues [11], Clément and Moore have tried to solve the problems of the genus Halectinosoma through
three consecutive studies. In the first study, Clément and Moore [12] regarded the type species of
the genus, Halectinosoma sarsi Boeck, 1872 as species incertae sedis. After that, Clément and Moore [13]
proposed a herdmani-group in the genus Halectinosoma based on a number of features and provided
a key for the identification of the group’s females, however, due to several taxonomic ambiguities,
only the herdmani-group is now recognized among the three groups [4]. In the third study, Clément and
Moore [14] provided a revision of the genus Halectinosoma, presenting four new species of the North
Atlantic and Arctic regions.

Kim et al. [4] summarized the morphological characteristics of 70 species of Halectinosoma,
including a new species H. foveolata Kim, Jung and Yoon, 2017. According to the arrangement of
Kim et al., the following characters are important in distinguishing the species within the genus
Halectinosoma: (1) the number of segments and shape of female antennule; (2) the armature complement
of the antennal exopod; (3) the morphology of the mandibular gnathobase; (4) the armature formulae
of P1 and P4; (5) the shape and size of the female P5 endopodal lobe; and (6) the ratio of length and
width of female P5 exopod and number of seta.

Sciberras et al. [3] divided a total of 69 species of Halectinosoma into two groups, using a swimming
leg armature formula: ancestral condition and derived condition. H. longicorne (T. and A. Scott,



Taxonomy 2020, 1 11

1896) and H. concinnum (Akatova, 1935) were not included due to insufficient data. According to
Sciberras et al., Pseudobradya lanceta Coull, 1986 was transferred to Halectinosoma Vervoort, 1962 as
H. lancetum (Coull, 1986), and H. arenicola (Rouch, 1962) sensu Itô (1973) from the Japanese coast was
reassigned to a distinct specific status as H. pseudarenicola. In addition, Halectinosoma spinicauda Wells,
1961, H. pterinum Moore, 1974 and H. paraspinicauda Bodin, 1979 are also removed from Halectinosoma
and placed into Pseudobradya Sars, 1904 as P. spinicauda (Wells, 1961), P. pterina (Moore, 1974) and
P. paraspinicauda (Bodin, 1979), respectively, and H. littorale (Nicholls, 1939) is to be considered a species
inquirenda in Pseudobradya.

The specimens from the east coast of Korea were assigned to the genus Halectinosoma based on the
diagnostic characters defined by Wells [15] and Sciberras et al. [3]: body fusiform; antennule 5-segmented
in the female and without a pigment spot; antenna with 3-segmented exopod; mandibular basis and
exopod with three setae each; maxilla with a slight angle between the syncoxa and allobasis; maxilliped
elongated and slender and endopod with 4 setae; legs 1–4 with 3-segmented rami and exp-3 with two
outer spines; and P5 with three marginal setae and one seta on anterior surface.

According to Lang [8], the new species belongs to the curticorne-group based on the P4 exopod
that bears with two outer spines. Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov. is closely related to H. langi Wells,
1967 and H. oblongum (Kunz, 1949) based on the combination of four characters: (1) P1 exp-3 with two
outer spines, (2) P1–P4 enp-3 with 5 setae, (3) inner seta of the P5 endopodal lobe subequal or inner
seta slightly longer than the outer one, and (4) the first segment of A1 without a darkly pigmented
patch. However, H. munmui sp. nov. can be differentiated from the congeners by (1) a 5-segemented
and elongate antennule in the female, whereas H. oblongum has a 6-segmented female antennule and (2)
a mandible gnathobase without seta. In contrast, H. langi has two setae on the mandibular gnathobase,
(3) the maxillipedal basis is about 5.6 times longer than its broadest width (8.0 times in H. oblongum
and 4.0 times in H. langi), and (4) the outer seta of the P5 endopodal lobe is longer than the inner seta.

Including Halectinosoma munmui sp. nov., the number of valid species in the genus Halectinosoma
has increased to 70. The genus Halectinosoma is divided into three groups, namely, sarsi-, curticorne-,
and herdmani-groups, among which the new species belongs to the curticorne-group. However, there are
still many uncertainties and differences. Sciberras et al. [3] presented a key to species of 17 species
of Halectinosoma that deviated from the primitive condition of the swimming legs, which includes
14 species of the curticorne-group.

A key to the species of the curticorne-group of Halectinosoma is provided. It is amended from
Wells [15] and Sciberras et al. [3].
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