
PROCEDURES AND VISUAL SIGNALS INFORMATION FOR USE BY INTERCEPTING AND INTERCEPTED AIRCRAFT 
 
If it is considered necessary to intervene in the navigation of the intercepted aircraft, the intercepting aircraft will 
normally take up a position on the left (port) side slightly above and ahead of the intercepted aircraft, to enable the 
pilot-in-command of the latter aircraft to observe the visual signals given. An aircraft which is intercepted by another 
aircraft shall immediately: 

1. Follow the instructions given by the intercepting aircraft, interpreting and responding to visual signals in 
accordance with the specifications further in this chapter. 

2. Notify, if possible, the appropriate air traffic services unit. 
3. Attempt to establish radio communication with the intercepting aircraft or with the appropriate intercept 

control unit, by making a general call on the emergency frequency 121.500 MHz, giving the identity of the 
aircraft and the nature of the flight; and if no contact has been established and if practicable, repeating this 
call on the emergency frequency 243.000 MHz. 

4. If equipped with SSR transponder, select Mode A code 7700, unless otherwise instructed by the appropriate 
air traffic services unit. 

5. If equipped with ADS-B or ADS-C, select the appropriate emergency functionality, if available, unless 
otherwise instructed by the appropriate air traffic services unit. 

If any instructions received by radio from any sources conflict with those given by the intercepting aircraft by visual 
signals, the intercepted aircraft shall request immediate clarification while continuing to comply with the visual 
instructions given by the intercepting aircraft. 

 



 

 

 

General 

Interception of civil aircraft will normally be limited to those instances where it is essential for the safe flight of the 

aircraft. 

All possible efforts will be made to secure identification of an aircraft, which may be a civil aircraft, by means of 

effective co-ordination between the appropriate military units and the civil/military air traffic services units.  

If, however, identification cannot be established by these means, interception procedures may be used as a last 

resort. 

During interception manoeuvres, State aircraft take due account of the performance limitations of civil aircraft, the 

need to avoid flying in such proximity to the intercepted aircraft that a collision hazard may be created and the need 

to avoid crossing the aircraft's flight path in a manner that may create hazardous wake turbulence. 
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