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Ryunosuke Yamashita, Uchu Yamakawa and Takehiro Sato: Records of
three species of endangered molluscs from Tagoe River estuary
in Kanagawa Prefecture, central Japan

Abstract. The environment of the muddy tidal flat in Sagami Bay in Kanagawa Prefecture, central Japan, is getting

critical because of the landfill, pollution, outflow of mud, and invasion of introduced species. The distinctive

species that live in such an environment are in danger, and many of them are designated as endangered species or

extinct species. In this study, three endangered species of molluscs, Moerella rutila, Phenacolepas pulchella, and

Pseudogaleomma japonica, which were once designated as extinct species from Sagami Bay, were collected from

the muddy tidal flat of the Tagoe River estuary that flows into Sagami Bay. However, the environment from which

they were collected is scarce and is easily destroyed by human activities. Moreover, two species, among the three

endangered species, only live in a reducing environment, which is rocks with a mud bottom. Thus, to preserve these

species, environmental protection of the muddy tidal flat of the Tagoe River needs to be immediately promoted.
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