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Pituophis ruthveni Stull
Louisiana Pinesnake

Pituophis melanoleucus ruthveni Stull 1929:1.
Type-locality, “Long Leaf, Rapides Par-
ish, Louisiana, USA” Holotype, USNM
76278, adult male, collected by W. D. Har-
ris on 24 March 1927 (not examined by
authors).

Pituophis catenifer ruthveni Fugler 1955:24.

Pituophis ruthveni Conant 1956:28.

CONTENT. No subspecies are recognized.

DESCRIPTION. The Louisiana Pinesnake

(Pituophis ruthveni) is a large, heavy-bodied
snake with adults reaching a size of 121.9-
152.4 cm in length (Boundy and Carr 2017;
Werler and Dixon 2000). Male snakes reach
slightly larger sizes than females (Himes et
al. 2002). Neonates of Pituophis ruthveni are,
on average, the largest neonates of any North
American snake, reaching 55 cm or larger
(Reichling 1988, 1990). Four prefrontal scales
are present on the forecrown, a distinguish-
ing trait of snakes in the genus Pituophis.
They possess an enlarged rostral scale that is
typically longer than it is wide, and an undi-
vided anal plate. The dorsal scales are keeled
above the seventh scale row and arranged in
27 to 33 rows at midbody (Wright and Wright
1957, 1994). Pituophis ruthveni has a distinct
pattern consisting of 28 to 42 brown blotches
that are conspicuously different at opposite
ends of the body (Conant 1956, 1958, 1975;
Conant and Collins 1991a, 1991b, 1998).
Near the head and neck, these blotches are
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MAP. The open circle marks the type locality for Pituophis
ruthveni, the black dots represent verified records. Shaded
counties and parishes contain potential habitat for Pituophis
ruthveni but do not demarcate a distribution for the species.
Questionable specimen records were examined and verified
to species.

typically a darker brown, and tend to join and
intermingle to form a continuous band of
darker streaks over a yellowish-beige ground
color. Blotches towards the posterior of the
body can be a lighter reddish-brown or dark-
brown, are widely spaced, and well-defined
against a yellow ground color. Dark spots and
splotches cover the crown, and in some spec-
imens an indistinct dark bar crosses the head
between the eyes. The venter is marked with
small, irregular black splotches (Stull 1929).
Juvenile coloration does not vary significantly
from that of adults.

DIAGNOSIS. The key diagnostic feature that
distinguishes Pituophis ruthveni from Pitu-
ophis melanoleucus (Pinesnakes) is the pres-
ence of an enlarged rostral scale in Pituophis
ruthveni. The rostral scale is raised slightly
above the surrounding scales. The conspicu-
ous pattern and coloration of the middorsal
markings of Pituophis ruthveni is another dis-
tinct diagnostic feature that distinguishes this
species from Pituophis melanoleucus and the
associated subspecies (Stull 1929). Middorsal
markings in Pituophis melanoleucus are fewer
in number than in Pituophis ruthveni, rang-



ing from 23-30 (Reichling 2008). Pituophis
ruthveni and Pituophis melanoleucus melano-
leucus (Northern Pinesnake), both exhibit a
pattern in which blotches along the middor-
sal line will intermingle into darker streaks
towards the head and neck, and become more
defined posteriorly. These markings in Pitu-
ophis melanoleucus melanoleucus are distinct-
ly darker than the brown to reddish-brown
markings of Pituophis ruthveni, and appear as
a black coloration over a white ground col-
or. Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus (Florida
Pinesnake) is characterized as a rusty-brown
snake with an indistinct pattern. The darker
dorsal markings are vaguely visible. The ven-
tral pattern is typically immaculate compared
to the ventral markings seen in specimens of
Pituophis ruthveni. Pituophis melanoleucus
lodingi (Black Pinesnake) is distinguished by
a plain (or nearly plain) black or dark brown
coloration on both the dorsum and venter.
Pituophis catenifer sayi (Bullsnake) is another
closely related species that possesses an en-
larged rostral scale; however, they can be dis-
tinguished by a pattern of 41 or more black,
brown, or reddish-brown dorsal blotches
(Werler and Dixon 2000). The markings in
Pituophis catenifer sayi are more defined, and
in strongest contrast with the yellow ground
color, at both the posterior and anterior ends
of the body. A dark band usually extends
from each eye to the corner of the mouth. The
dorsal scales are strongly keeled and usually
in 33 scale rows at midbody. A light band sur-
rounded by darker borders between the eyes
on the crown can be present.

PHYLOGENETIC RELATIONSHIPS. Re-
cent phylogenetic studies of the genus Pi-
tuophis recognized three species: Pituophis
melanoleucus (Pinesnakes), Pituophis cat-
enifer (Gopher Snakes and Bullsnakes), and
Pituophis ruthveni (Louisiana Pinesnake)
(Krysko et al. 2014; Pyron and Burbrink
2009; Rodriguez-Robles and De Jesus-Esco-
bar 1999, 2000). Notably, two of these studies
(Krysko et al. 2014; Rodriguez-Robles and

De Jests-Escobar 2000) recognized Pituophis
ruthveni as a separate species despite the fact
that multiple published hypotheses using
parsimony, maximum likelihood, and Bayes-
ian inference analyses of the mitochondrial
DNA (mtDNA) ND4 region placed this taxon
within a clade of Pituophis catenifer sayi (Col-
lins 2010; Collins and Taggart 2008; Rodri-
guez-Robles and De Jestis-Escobar 1999). The
third study identified Pituophis ruthveni as
sister to Pituophis catenifer using maximum
likelihood and Bayesian inference analyses of
both nuclear and mtDNA sequences (Pyron
and Burbrink 2009). Because of these genetic
similarities, evidence supporting the designa-
tion of Pituophis ruthveni as a separate spe-
cies comes from the geographic isolation of
its populations from other species (Conant
1956; Fitch 2006; Smith and Kennedy 1951;
Thomas et al. 1976) and a combination of
morphometric characters distinguishing Pi-
tuophis ruthveni from close relatives (Collins
1991; Knight 1986; Reichling 1995; Thomas
et al. 1976). Thus, Pituophis ruthveni is recog-
nized as a species under the evolutionary spe-
cies concept (Reichling 1995). A limitation of
the four phylogenetic studies described above
was the use of only one or two genes to draw
inferences among taxa. Additional research
including more genes might provide genetic
data that further supports Pituophis ruthveni
as a full species.

PUBLISHED DESCRIPTIONS. Descrip-
tions of Pituophis ruthveni as a subspecies
of Pituophis melanoleucus were published
by Conant (1956, 1975), Conant and Collins
(1991a, 1991b), Dixon (1987), Dundee and
Rossman (1989), Smith and Kennedy (1951),
Stull (1929, 1932, 1940), Sweet and Parker
(1990), Tennant (1984), Thomas et al. (1976),
Wright and Wright (1957, 1994). A modern
taxonomic review of Pituophis ruthveni was
presented by Reichling (1995). Other pub-
lished descriptions of Pituophis ruthveni as
a distinct species were published by Boundy
and Carr (2017), Conant and Collins (1998),



Dixon (2000, 2013), Dixon and Werler (2005),
Tennant (1998, 2006), Wallach et al. (2014),
and Werler and Dixon (2000).

ILLUSTRATIONS. Color photographs of
Pituophis ruthveni were presented by Bai-
ley et al. (2006), Bartlett and Bartlett (2005),
Boundyand Carr (2017), Coborn (1991), Dix-
on (2013), Dixon and Werler (2005), Dundee
and Rossman (1989), Hibbitts et al. (2016),
Krysko et al. (2014), Mara (1994); Mehrtens
(1987), Pustejovsky (2014), Reichling (2008),
Tennant (1984, 1985, 1998, 2006), Tennant
and Bartlett (2000), and Werler and Dixon
(2000). Color illustrations were published
by Conant and Collins (1991a, 1991b, 1998),
Dundee and Rossman (1989), and Powell et
al. (2016). Black-and-white photographs of
Pituophis ruthveni were presented by Smith
and Kennedy (1951) and Wright and Wright
(1957, 1994). Black-and-white illustrations
were published by Cagle (1952) and Conant

(1956, 1975).

DISTRIBUTION. Pituophis ruthveni is an
inhabitant of the Longleaf Pine savannahs
west of the Mississippi River in Louisiana
and eastern Texas. The species is known from
eight parishes in Louisiana (Boundy and
Carr 2017, Dundee and Rossman 1989) and
11 counties in Texas (Dixon 2013); however,
since 2000, this taxon has only been found
in five Louisiana parishes (Bienville, Natchi-
toches, Rapides, Sabine, and Vernon) and
four Texas counties (Angelina, Jasper, Nacog-
doches, and Newton) (Hibbitts et al. 2016; U.
S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016). Records
from the Louisiana parishes of Calcasieu and
Jefferson Davis parishes and the Texas coun-
ties of Caldwell, Houston, Montgomery and
Walker have been considered erroneous or
are questioned (we examined these speci-
mens as did Thomas et al. 1976).



FOSSIL RECORD. No fossils are known.

PERTINENT LITERATURE. Relevant ci-
tations are listed by topic: captive care and
longevity records (Frye 1991; Mara 1994;
Rossi 1992; Skubowius 2004; Slavens 1988;
Slavens and Slavens 1991), conservation and
conservation status (Allen 1986, 1987, 1988;
Alvarez 2016; Anonymous 1993, 2017; Ash-
ton et al. 2007; Bailey et al. 2006; Dodd 1987;
Frank and Ramus 1994; Frye 1991; Graeter et
al. 2013; Greenberg et al. 2014; Greene 1997a,
1997b, 1999; Hughes 2006; Jennings and Fritts
1983; Jones et al. 2016; King 2009; Kingston
1991; Kohler 2004; Levell 1997; Louisiana Of-
fice of the State Register 2017; McClain 1992;
Ramos 1995, 1997; Rudolph and Burgdorf
1997; Rudolph et al. 1999, 2006; Seigel and
Collins 1993; Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment 1978; U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2010, 2013, 2014; Wiese and Hutchins 1994),
field techniques (Adams et al. 2017; Buhl-
mann and Graeter 2013; Burgdorf et al. 2005;
Graeter et al. 2013; Jensen 2013; Rudolph et al.
1998), geographic distribution (Anonymous
1963; Ashton 1976; Brown 1950; Burnie and
Wilson 2001; Burt 1935; Clark 1949; Conant
1956; Conzelmann 2003; Crain and Cliburn
1971; [Devine and Haynes] 1964; Ernst and
Barbour 1989; Fugler 1955; Gulf Coast Net-
work 2010; Jennings and Fritts 1983; Kroll
and Hicks 1975; Krysko et al. 2014; Mitchell
and Tinkle 1960; Parks 1942; Parks and Cory
1936; Rakowitz et al. 1983; Raun and Gehl-
bach 1972; Rossi 1992; Seehorn 1982; Smith
and Kennedy 1951; Southern Biological Sup-
ply Co., Inc. 1931; Stull 1929; Thomas et al.
1976; Vandeventer and Young 1989; Wilks
1962; Williams and Cordes 1996; Young and
Vandeventer 1988), habitat modeling (Hib-
bitts et al. 2016; Wagner et al. 2014), natural
history and keys (Bartlett and Bartlett 2005;
Behler and King 1988; Boundy and Carr 2017;
Burt 1935; Cagle 1952; Chaney 1982, 1990;
Cochran and Goin 1970; Davis 1971; Ditmars
1946; Ealy et al. 2004; Ernst and Ernst 2003;
Fritz 1986, 1993; Gibbons and Dorcas 2005;

Greene 1997a, 1997b, 1999; Himes et al. 2002,
2006; Keiser and Wilson 1969, 1979; Lodrigue
2008; Pierce et al. 2014a, 2014b, 2016; Powell
et al. 1998, 2012, 2016; Pustejovsky 2014; Re-
ichling 2008; Rudolph et al. 2002, 2007, 2012;
Schmidt and Davis 1941; Scott 2014; Seehorn
1982; Simon 1979; Smith and Brodie 1982a,
1982b; Tennant 1984, 1985, 1998, 2003, 2006;
Tennant and Bartlett 2000; Viosca 1950,
1962; Wright and Wright 1957, 1994), pop-
ular press books (Burnie and Wilson 2001;
Coborn 1991; Mattison 1995, 2006; Scott
1996), systematics and taxonomy (Beltz
1995; Collins 1990, 1991, 1997; Collins and
Taggart 2002, 2009; Collins et al. 1978, 1982;
Committee on Standard English and Scien-
tific Names 2008, 2012; Conant et al. 1956a,
1956b; Crother et al. 2001, 2003; Fitch 2006;
Frank and Ramus 1995; Green et al. 2012;
Hutchins et al. 2003; Klauber 1941; Krysko et
al. 2014; Kwiatkowski et al. 2010, 2014; Pyron
and Burbrink 2009; Reichling 1995; Schmidt
1953; Smith and Kennedy 1951; Stejneger and
Barbour 1933, 1939, 1943; Stull 1932, 1940;
Tipton 2005; Wrobel 2004).

ETYMOLOGY. The genus Pituophis is de-
rived from the Greek word pitys, which means
pine, and ophios, which means serpent. The
species name ruthveni is a patronym honor-
ing Alexander Grant Ruthven, an American
herpetologist and former president of the
University of Michigan (Beolens et al. 2011).

ADDITIONAL VERNACULAR NAMES.
Louisianan Pine Snake (Simon 1979).

COMMENT. Pituophis ruthveni is arguably
the rarest large North American snake. Less
than 100 snakes were known before 1993
when efforts were made to trap for this spe-
cies to try and learn about their status. As of
June 2017, the number of snakes known is
less than 310. The longleaf pine habitat, the
preferred habitat of Pituophis ruthveni, was
mostly logged by the 1930’s, relegating pop-
ulations of Pituophis ruthveni to remnant



forest patches. Additionally, fire suppression
reduced available habitats where forest rem-
nants remained. At present, only seven popu-
lations occur in Texas and Louisiana with no
snakes observed in the three Texas popula-
tions since 2010. Texas populations are listed
as endangered by the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (Anonymous 1993); Louisi-
ana (Boundy and Carr 2017) also prohibits
the collections of this species from the wild.
Pituophis ruthveni is currently a candidate for
federal listing as a threatened species (U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service 2016).

LITERATURE CITED

Adams, C. S., W. A. Ryberg, T. ]. Hibbitts, B.
L. Pierce, J. B. Pierce, and D. C. Rudolph.
2017. Evaluating effectiveness and cost
of time-lapse triggered camera trapping
techniques to detect terrestrial squamate
diversity. Herpetological Review 48:44-
48.

Allen, W. B., Jr. 1986. State Lists of Endan-
gered and Threatened Species of Reptiles
and Amphibians Including Laws and
Regulations of Each State. Privately Pub-
lished, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. iv + 92
pp-

Allen, W. B., Jr. 1987. State Lists of Endan-
gered and Threatened Species of Reptiles
and Amphibians and Laws and Regula-
tions Covering Collecting of Reptiles and
Amphibians in Each State. Revised. Pri-
vately Published, Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. iv + 92 pp.

Allen, W. B., Jr. 1988. State Lists of Endan-
gered and Threatened Species of Reptiles
and Amphibians Including Laws and
Regulations of Each State. Revised. 3rd
Printing. Chicago Herpetological Society,
Chicago, Illinois. vi + 86 pp.

Alvarez, E. C. (editor). 2016. Texas Almanac
2016-2017. Texas State Historical Associ-
ation, Austin, Texas. 752 pp.

Anonymous. 1963. Collecting notes. The ?
Herpetological Society Newsletter 3(1):3-
4. [This issue was released in an interval

when the journal was changing its name
from the Dallas Herpetological Society
Newsletter to the Strecker Herpetological
Society Newsletter].

Anonymous. 1993. Texas Threatened and En-
dangered Species. September, 1993. Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. Unpagi-
nated [12 pp.].

Anonymous. 2017. Rare Animals of Loui-
siana. Louisiana Pine Snake Pituophis
ruthveni. [2 pp.]. Available at http://www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/sites/default/files/pdt/
fact_sheet_animal/32248-Pituophis%20
ruthveni/pituophis_ruthveni.pdf Ar-
chived by WebCite at http://webcitation.
org/6qyXY3Koo on 3 June 2017.

Ashton, R. E., Jr. 1976. Endangered and
Threatened Amphibians and Reptiles in
the United States. Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles, Herpetological
Circular 5. 65 pp.

Ashton, R,, R. Chance, R. Franz, J. D. Groves,
J. D. Hardy, Jr., H. S. Harris, Jr., W. Hays,
W. Hildebrand, D. S. Lee, W. S. Sipple,
R. Stanley, C. J. Stine, and R. G. Tuck, Jr.
2007. Delusions of science: Concerns re-
garding the unwarranted introduction of
pine snakes to the Delmarva Peninsula of
Maryland. Bulletin of the Maryland Her-
petological Society 43:147-158.

Bailey, M. A,, ]. N. Holmes, K. A. Buhlmann,
and J. C. Mitchell. 2006. Habitat Man-
agement Guidelines for Amphibians
and Reptiles of the Southeastern United
States. Partners in Amphibian and Reptile
Conservation, Montgomery, Alabama,
Technical Publication HMG-2. 88 pp.

Bartlett, R. D. and P. P. Bartlett. 2005. Guide
and Reference to the Snakes of East-
ern and Central North America (North
of Mexico). University Press of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida. 343 pp.

Behler, J. L. and E W. King. 1988 (1979). The
Audubon Society Field Guide to North
American Reptiles and Amphibians.
Eighth Printing. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.,
New York, New York. 743 pp.



Beltz, E. 1995. Citations for the Original De-
scriptions of North American Amphibi-
ans and Reptiles. Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles Herpetological
Circular 24. iii + 44 pp.

Beolens, B., M. Watkins, and M. Grayson.
2011. The Eponym Dictionary of Reptiles.
The Johns Hopkins University Press, Bal-
timore, Maryland. xiii + 296 pp.

Boundy, J. and J. L. Carr. 2017. Amphibians
and Reptiles of Louisiana: An Identifica-
tion and Reference Guide. Louisiana State
University Press, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
400 pp.

Brown, B. C. 1950. An Annotated Check List
of the Reptiles and Amphibians of Texas.
Baylor University Studies. Baylor Univer-
sity Press, Waco, Texas. 259 pp.

Buhlmann, K. A. and G. J. Graeter. 2013. Vi-
sion for the species X techniques table.
Pp. 127-202 in Inventory and Montoring:
Recommended Techniques for Reptiles
and Amphibians with Application to the
United States and Canada (G. J. Graeter,
K. A. Buhlmann, L. R. Wilkinson, and
J. W. Gibbons, editors). Partners in Am-
phibian and Reptile Conservation, Bir-
mingham, Alabama, Technical Publica-
tion IM-1.

Burgdorf, S. ], D. C. Rudolph, R. N. Con-
ner, D. Saenz, and R. R. Schaefer. 2005. A
successful trap design for capturing large
terrestrial snakes. Herpetological Review
36:421-424.

Burnie, D. and D. E. Wilson (editors). 2001.
Animal. Dorling Kindersley, DK Publish-
ing, Inc., New York, New York. 624 pp.

Burt, C. E. 1935. Contributions to Texas her-
petology. III. Bullsnakes of the genera Ar-
izona and Pituophis. Journal of the Wash-
ington Academy of Sciences 25:380-383

Cagle, E R. 1952. A Key to the Amphibians
and Reptiles of Louisiana. Tulane Book
Store, Tulane University, New Orleans,
Louisiana. 42 pp., 3 plates.

Chaney, A. H. 1982. Keys to the Vertebrates
of Texas. Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Re-

search Institute, College of Agriculture,
Texas A&M University, Kingsville, Texas.
v+ 99 pp.

Chaney, A. H. 1990. Keys to the Vertebrates
of Texas (Exclusive of Birds). Revised.
Privately Published, Kingsville, Texas. iii
+ 99 pp.

Clark, R. F 1949. Snakes of the hill parishes
of Louisiana. Journal of the Tennessee
Academy of Science 24:244-261.

Coborn, J. 1991. The Atlas of Snakes of the
World. T. E H. Publications, Inc., Nep-
tune City, New Jersey. 591 pp.

Cochran, D. M. and C. J. Goin. 1970. The
New Field Book of Reptiles and Amphib-
ians. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, New
York. 359 pp., 16 plates.

Collins, J. T. 1990. Standard Common and
Current Scientific Names for North
American Amphibians and Reptiles.
Third Edition. Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles Herpetological
Circular 19. iii + 41 pp.

CollinsJ. T. 1991. Viewpoint: A new taxonom-
ic arrangement for some North American
amphibians and reptiles. Herpetological
Review 22:42-43.

Collins, J. T. 1997. Standard Common and
Current Scientific Names for North
American Amphibians and Reptiles.
Fourth Edition. Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles Herpetological
Circular 25. iii + 40 pp.

Collins, J. T. 2010. An accurate accounting of
an inaccurate statement about snake tax-
onomy. Journal of Kansas Herpetology
36:14-15.

Collins, J. T. and T. W. Taggart. 2002. Standard
Common and Current Scientific Names
for North American Amphibians, Turtles,
Reptiles & Crocodilians. Fifth Edition.
The Center for North American Herpe-
tology, Lawrence, Kansas. iv + 44 pp.

Collins, J. T. and T. W. Taggart. 2008. An al-
ternative classification of the New World
rat snakes (genus Pantherophis [Reptilia:
Squamata: Colubridae]). Journal of Kan-



sas Herpetology 26:16-18.

Collins, J. T. and T. W. Taggart. 2009. Standard
Common and Current Scientific Names
for North American Amphibians, Turtles,
Reptiles & Crocodilians. Sixth Edition.
The Center for North American Herpe-
tology, Lawrence, Kansas. iv + 44 pp.

Collins, J. T, J. E. Huheey, J. L. Knight, and
H. M. Smith. 1978. Standard Common
and Current Scientific Names for North
American Amphibians and Reptiles. So-
ciety for the Study of Amphibians and
Reptiles, Miscellaneous Publications,
Herpetological Circular 7. iii + 36 pp.

Collins, J. T., R. Conant, J. E. Huheey, J. L.
Knight, E. M. Rundquist, and H. M.
Smith. 1982. Standard Common and Cur-
rent Scientific Names for North American
Amphibians and Reptiles. Second Edi-
tion. Society for the Study of Amphibians
and Reptiles Herpetological Circular 12.
iii + 28 pp.

Committee on Standard English and Scientif-
ic Names (J. Boundy, E. T. Burbrink, J. A.
Campbell, B. I. Crother, K. De Queiroz,
D. R. Frost, R. Highton, J. B. Iverson, E
Kraus, R. W. McDiarmid, J. R. Mendelson
IIL, P. A. Meylan, T. W. Reeder, M. E. Se-
idel, S. G. Tilley, and D. B. Wake). 2008.
Scientific and Standard English Names of
Amphibians and Reptiles of North Amer-
ica North of Mexico, with Comments Re-
garding Confidence in Our Understand-
ing. Sixth Edition. Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles Herpetological
Circular 37. 84 pp.

Committee on Standard English and Scientif-
ic Names (J. Boundy, E. T. Burbrink, J. A.
Campbell, B. I. Crother, K. De Queiroz,
D. R. Frost, D. M. Green, R. Highton, J.
B. Iverson, E Kraus, R. W. McDiarmid, J.
R. Mendelson III, P. A. Meylan, R. A. Py-
ron, T. W. Reeder, M. E. Seidel, S. G. Til-
ley, and D. B. Wake). 2012. Scientific and
Standard English Names of Amphibians
and Reptiles of North America North of
Mexico, with Comments Regarding Con-

fidence in Our Understanding. Seventh
Edition. Society for the Study of Amphib-
ians and Reptiles Herpetological Circular
39. 92 pp.

Conant, R. 1956. A review of two rare pine
snakes from the Gulf Coastal Plain.
American Museum Novitates 1781:1-31.

Conant, R. 1958. A Field Guide to Reptiles
and Amphibians of the United States and
Canada East of the 100th Meridian. First
Edition, Expanded. Houghton Mifflin
Company, Boston, Massachusetts. i-xviii
+ 366 pp., 40 plates.

Conant, R. 1975. A Field Guide to Reptiles
and Amphibians of Eastern and Central
North America. Second Edition. Hough-
ton Mifflin Company, Boston, Massachu-
setts. i-xviii + 429 pp., 48 plates.

Conant, R. and J. T. Collins. 1991a. A Field
Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians. East-
ern and Central North America. Third
Edition. Houghton Mifflin Company,
Boston, Massachusetts. i-xx + 450 pp., 48
plates.

Conant, R. and J. T. Collins. 1991b. A Field
Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians of
Eastern and Central North America.
Third Edition. The Fiftieth Anniversary
Edition. The Easton Press, Norwalk, Con-
necticut. i-xx + 450 pp., 48 plates.

Conant, R. and J. T. Collins. 1998. A Field
Guide to Reptiles & Amphibians. Eastern
and Central North America. Third Edi-
tion, Expanded. Houghton Mifflin Com-
pany, Boston, Massachusetts. i-xix + 616
pp-

Conant, R., E R. Cagle, C. J. Goin, C. H.
Lowe, Jr., W. T. Neill, M. G. Netting, K. P.
Schmidt, C. E. Shaw, R. C. Stebbins, and
C. M. Bogert. 1956a. Common names for
North American Amphibians and Rep-
tiles. Copeia 1956:172-185.

Conant, R., E R. Cagle, C. J. Goin, C. H.
Lowe, Jr., W. T. Neill, M. G. Netting, K. P.
Schmidt, C. E. Shaw, R. C. Stebbins, and
C. M. Bogert. 1956b. Common names for
North American Amphibians and Rep-



tiles (Reprinted from Copeia, 1956, No. 3,
pp- 172-185), Plus an Index to Common
Names. [Publishing authority not speci-
fied, but appears to be the American Soci-
ety of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists].
26 pp.

Conzelmann, P. 2003. A Survey of the Am-
phibians and Reptiles of Cane River Cre-
ole National Historical Park. Unpublished
report submitted to Cane River Creole
National Historical Park, Natchez, Loui-
siana. vii + 114 pp.

Crain, J. L. and J. W. Cliburn. 1971. Pituophis
melanoleucus lodingi from the western
part of its range. The Southwestern Natu-
ralist 15:496-497.

Crother, B. I, J. Boundy, J. A. Campbell, K.
De Queiroz, D. R. Frost, R. Highton, J. B.
Iverson, P. A. Meylan, T. W. Reeder, M.
E. Seidel, J. W. Sites, Jr., T. W. Taggart, S.
G. Tilley, and D. B. Wake. 2001 (“2000”).
Scientific and Standard English Names of
Amphibians and Reptiles of North Amer-
ica North of Mexico, with Comments Re-
garding Confidence in Our Understand-
ing. Society for the Study of Amphibians
and Reptiles, Herpetological Circular
29:1-82.

Crother, B. I., ]. Boundy, J. A. Campbell, K. de
Queiroz, D. Frost, D. M. Green, R. High-
ton, J. B. Iverson, R. W. McDiarmid, P. A.
Meylan, T. W. Reeder, M. E. Seidel, ]. W.
Sites, Jr., S. G. Tilley, and D. B. Wake. 2003.
Scientific and Standard English Names of
Amphibians and Reptiles of North Amer-
ica North of Mexico: Update. Herpetolog-
ical Review 34:196-203.

Davis, B. J. 1971. A new size record for the
Louisiana pine snake, Pituophis melano-
leucus ruthveni. The Texas Journal of Sci-
ence 23:145.

[Devine, M. and D. Haynes]. 1964. [Notes on
a trip to Palmetto State Park and Gon-
zales]. Strecker Herpetological Society
Newsletter 4(10):6.

Ditmars, R. L. 1946. The Reptiles of North
America: A Review of the Crocodilians,

Lizards, Snakes, Turtles and Tortoises In-
habiting the United States and Northern
Mexico. Doubleday & Company, Inc.,
Garden City, New York. xvi + 476 pp., 135
plates.

Dixon, J. R. 1987. Amphibians and Reptiles
of Texas with Keys, Taxonomic Synop-
ses, Bibliography, and Distribution Maps.
First Edition. Texas A&M University
Press, College Station, Texas. xii +434 pp.

Dixon, J. R. 2000. Amphibians and Reptiles
of Texas with Keys, Taxonomic Synop-
ses, Bibliography, and Distribution Maps.
Second Edition. Texas A&M University
Press, College Station, Texas. 421 pp.

Dixon, J. R. 2013. Amphibians and Reptiles
of Texas with Keys, Taxonomic Synop-
ses, Bibliography, and Distribution Maps.
Third Edition Revised and Updated. Tex-
as A&M University Press, College Station,
Texas. viii + 447 pp.

Dixon, J. R. and J. E. Werler. 2005. Texas
Snakes. A Field Guide. The University of
Texas Press, Austin, Texas. xviii + 364 pp.

Dodd, C. J., Jr. 1987. Status, conservation,
and management. Pp. 478-513 in Snakes.
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (R. A.
Seigel, J. T. Collins, and S. S. Novak, ed-
itors). McGraw-Hill, Publishing Compa-
ny, Inc., New York, New York.

Dundee, H. A. and D. A. Rossman. 1989. The
Amphibians and Reptiles of Louisiana.
Louisiana State University Press, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. 300 pp.

Ealy, M. ], R. R. Fleet, and D. C. Rudolph.
2004. Diel activity patterns of the Loui-
siana pine snake (Pituophis ruthveni) in
eastern Texas. The Texas Journal of Sci-
ence 56:383-394.

Ernst, C. H. and R. W. Barbour. 1989. Snakes
of Eastern North America. George Mason
University Press, Fairfax, Virginia. 282 pp.

Ernst, C. H. and E. M. Ernst. 2003. Snakes of
the United States and Canada. Smithso-
nian Institution, Washington, D.C. 668

pp:
Fitch, H. S. 2006. Gopher snakes, bullsnakes,



10

and pine snakes. Journal of Kansas Her-
petology 17:16-17.

Frank, N. and E. Ramus. 1994. State, Federal,
and C.I.T.E.S. Regulations for Herpetol-
ogists. Reptile & Amphibian Magazine,
a Division of N G Publishing Inc., Potts-
ville, Pennsylvania. 63 pp.

Frank, N. and E. Ramus. 1995. A Complete
Guide to Scientific and Common Names
of Reptiles and Amphibians of the World.
N G Publishing, Inc., Pottsville, Pennsyl-
vania. 377 pp.

Fritz, E. C. 1986. Realms of Beauty. A Guide
to the Wilderness Areas of East Texas.
The University of Texas Press, Austin,
Texas. 116 pp.

Fritz, E. C. 1993. Realms of Beauty. A Guide
to the Wilderness Areas of East Texas.
New Edition. The University of Texas
Press, Austin, Texas. 120 pp.

Frye, E. L. 1991. A Practical Guide for Feed-
ing Captive Reptiles. Krieger Publishing
Company, Malabar, Florida. 171 pp.

Fugler, C. M. 1955. New locality records for
the Louisiana pine snake, Pituophis cat-
enifer ruthveni Stull. Herpetologica 11:24.

Gibbons, W. and M. Dorcas. 2005. Snakes of
the Southeast. The University of Georgia
Press, Athens, Georgia. 253 pp.

Graeter, G.J., K. A. Buhlmann, L. R. Wilkin-
son, and J. W. Gibbons (editors). 2013.
Inventory and Montoring: Recommend-
ed Techniques for Reptiles and Amphibi-
ans with Application to the United States
and Canada. Partners in Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation, Birmingham, Al-
abama, Technical Publication IM-1. iii +
321 pp.

Green, D. M., G. Blouin-Demers, Y. Dubois,
C. Fontenot, P. Galois, D. M. Green, J. Le-
febvre, D. Lesbarréres, M. J. Mazerolle,
M. Ouellet, and D. Pouliot. 2012. Noms
Frangais Standardisés des Amphibiens et
des Reptiles Amérique du Nord au Nord
du Mexique. Society for the Study of Am-
phibians and Reptiles Herpetological Cir-
cular 40. 63 pp.

Greenberg, C. H., R. W. Perry, K. E. Franz-
reb, S. C. Loeb, D. Saenz, D. C. Rudolph,
E. Winters, E. M. Fucik, M. A. Kwiatkow-
ski, B. R. Parresol, J. D. Austin, and G. W.
Tanner. 2014. Climate change and wild-
life in the southern United States: Poten-
tial effects and management options. Pp.
379-420 in Climate Change Adaptation
and Mitigation Management Options. A
Guide for Natural Resource Managers in
Southern Forest Ecosystems (J. M. Vose
and K. D. Klepzig, editors). CRC Press,
Taylor & Francis Group, Boca Raton,
Florida.

Greene, H. W. 1997a. Snakes. The Evolution
of Mystery in Nature. University of Cali-
fornia Press, Berkeley, California. 351 pp.

Greene, H. W. 1997b. Schlangen. Faszination
einer unbekannten Welt. Birkhduser Ver-
lag, Basel, Switzerland. 347 pp.

Greene, H. 1999. Snakes. The Evolution of
Mystery in Nature [reprinted extraction
of pp. 298-301 from 1997 book]. Littera-
tura Serpentium 19:46-49.

Gulf Coast Network. 2010. A Summary of
Biological Inventory Data Collected at
Big Thicket National Preserve. Vertebrate
and Vascular Plant Inventories. U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, National Park
Service, Natural Resource Report NPS/
GULN/NRDS-2010/390. iv + 67 pp.

Hibbitts, T. J., J. B. Pierce, W. A. Ryberg, and
D. C. Rudolph. 2016. Final Report. 2016.
Endangered species research projects
for the Louisiana Pine Snake (RFP No.
212D). [Submitted to Endangered Species
Task Force, Texas Comptroller of Public
Accounts]. 37 pp.

Himes, J. G., L. M. Hardy, D. C. Rudolph, and
S. J. Burgdorf. 2002. Growth rates and
mortality of the Louisiana pine snake (Pi-
tuophis ruthveni). Journal of Herpetology
36:683-687.

Himes, J. G., L. M. Hardy, D. C. Rudolph, and
S. J. Burgdorf. 2006. Movement patterns
and habitat selection by native and repa-
triated Louisiana pine snakes (Pituophis



ruthveni): Implications for conservation.
Herpetological Natural History 9:103-
116.

Hughes, M. 2006. Louisiana pine snake hab-
itat management: International Paper
Company. P. 46 in Habitat Management
Guidelines for Amphibians and Reptiles
of the Southeastern United States (M. A.
Bailey, J. N. Holmes, K. A. Buhlmann,
and J. C. Mitchell, editors). Partners in
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation,
Montogomery, Alabama, Technical Pub-
lication HMG-2.

Hutchins, M., J. B. Murphy, and N. Schlager
(editors). 2003. Grzimek’s Animal Life
Encyclopedia. Second Edition. Volume 7,
Reptiles. The Gale Group, Inc., Farming-
ton Hills, Michigan. xvi + 593 pp.

Jennings, R. D. and T. H. Fritts. 1983. The
status of the black pine snake Pituophis
melanoleucus lodingi and the Louisiana
pine snake Pituophis melanoleucus ruth-
veni. U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Den-
ver Wildlife Research Center, Museum of
Southwestern Biology, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 32
pp-

Jensen, J. B. 2013. Appendix VII. Pho-
to-vouchering. Pp. 244-276 in Inventory
and Montoring: Recommended Tech-
niques for Reptiles and Amphibians with
Application to the United States and Can-
ada (G. J. Graeter, K. A. Buhlmann, L. R.
Wilkinson, and J. W. Gibbons, editors).
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Con-
servation, Birmingham, Alabama, Tech-
nical Publication IM-1.

Jones, L. L. C., K. J. Halama, and R. E. Lovich
(editors). 2016. Habitat Management
Guidelines for Amphibians and Reptiles
of the Southwestern United States. Part-
ners in Amphibian and Reptile Conser-
vation, Birmingham, Alabama, Technical
Publication HMG-5. 193 pp.

Keiser, E. D., Jr. and L. D. Wilson. 1969.
Checklist and Key to the Herpetofauna of
Louisiana. Lafayette Natural History Mu-

11

seum Technical Bulletin 1. 51 pp.

Keiser, E. D., Jr. and L. D. Wilson. 1979.
Checklist and Key to the Amphibians and
Reptiles of Louisiana. Second Edition. La-
fayette Natural History Museum Bulletin
1. 49 pp.

King, R. B. 2009. Population and conservation
genetics. Pp. 78-122 in Snakes. Ecology
and Conservation (S. J. Mullin, and R. A.
Seigel, editors). Comstock Publishing As-
sociates, A Division of Cornell University
Press, Ithaca, New York.

Kingston, M. (editor). 1991. 1992-93 Texas
Almanac and State Industrial Guide. The
Dallas Morning News, A. H. Belo Corp.,
Dallas, Texas. 656 pp.

Klauber, L. M. 1941. [Review of] Variations
and relationships in the snakes of the ge-
nus Pituophis. By Olive Grifith Stull. Co-
peia 1941:57-60.

Knight, J. L. 1986. Variation in snout mor-
phology in the North American snake
Pituophis melanoleucus (Serpentes: Colu-
bridae). Journal of Herpetology 20:77-79.

Kéhler, G. 2004. Inkubation von Reptilienei-
ern. Grundlagen, Anleitungen, Erfahrun-
gen. Herpeton, Verlag Elke Kohler, Of-
fenbach, Germany. 254 pp.

Kroll, J. C, and R. R. Hicks, Jr. 1975. Verte-
brate fauna of the Blue Elbow Swamp.
Pp. 46-64 in Blue Elbow Swamp. A Nat-
ural Area Survey. Part V of VII. Division
of Natural Resources and Environment,
The University of Texas at Austin, Austin,
Texas.

Krysko, K. L., D. C. Smith, M. R. Rochford, G.
N. Kieckhefer III, and L. P. Nufiez. 2014.
Confirmation of introduced Louisiana
pinesnakes, Pituophis ruthveni, in Florida
based on molecular analyses. Amphibian
and Reptile Conservation 8(2):36-43.

Kwiatkowski, M. A., C. M. Somers, R. G.
Poulin, D. C. Rudolph, J. Martino, T. D.
Tuberville, C. Hagen, and S. L. Lance.
2010. Development and characterization
of 16 microsatellite markers for the Loui-
siana pine snake, Pituophis ruthveni, and



12

two congeners of conservation concern.
Conservation Genetics Resources 2:163—
166.

Kwiatkowski, M. A., D. C. Rudolph, and ]J.
Pierce. 2014. Conservation Genetics of
Louisiana Pine Snakes, Pituophis ruthve-
ni. Final report to the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries. 29 pp.

Levell, J. P. 1997. A Field Guide to Reptiles
and the Law. Second Revised Edition.
Serpent’s Tale, Lanesboro, Minnesota.
270 pp.

Lodrigue, K. J., Jr. 2008. Pituophis ruthveni
(Louisiana Pinesnake). Reproduction.
Herpetological Review 39:357.

Louisiana Office of the State Register. 2017.
Part XV. Reptiles and amphibians. Chap-
ter 1. Guidelines. Pp. 201-205 in Louisiana
Administrative Code. Title 76. Wildlife
and Fisheries. Available at https://www.
google.com/url?q=http://doa.louisiana.
gov/osr/lac/76v01/76v01.doc.  Archived
by WebCite at http://www.webcitation.
org/6r0U07Sp7 on 5 June 2017.

Mara, W. P. 1994. Pine Snakes. A Complete
Guide. T. E. H. Publications, Inc., Nep-
tune City, New Jersey. 65 pp.

Mattison, C. 1995. The Encyclopedia of
Snakes. Facts on File, Inc., New York,
New York. 256 pp.

Mattison, C. 2006. Snake. DK Publishing,
New York, New York. 192 pp.

McLain, J. 1992. Reptile and Amphibian
Working Group (RAWG) report. CBSG
News, Newsletter of the Captive Breed-
ing Specialist Group, Species Survival
Commission, World Conservation Union
3(2):6-9.

Mehrtens, J. M. 1987. Living Snakes of the
World in Color. Sterling Publishing Com-
pany, Inc., New York, New York. 480 pp.

Mitchell, R. W. and D. W. Tinkle. 1960. An-
other Texas record for the Louisiana pine
snake, Pituophis melanoleucus ruthveni
Stull. Herpetologica 16:143-144.

Parks, H. B. 1942. Biogeography of east Texas
and a catalogue of zoology specimens in

the Stephen E Austin Museum. Technical
Bulletin of Stephen F. Austin State Teach-
ers College 4(1):1-15.

Parks, H. B. and V. L. Cory. 1936. Biological
Survey of the East Texas Big Thicket Area.
Sponsored by Sam Houston State Teach-
ers College, Texas Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, The East Texas Big Thicket
Association, The Forest Committee, and
the Texas Academy of Science. [Publisher
not provided]. 51 pp.

Pierce, J. B., D. C. Rudolph, B. Gregory, and
C. A. Melder. 2014a. Pituophis ruthveni.
(Louisiana Pinesnake). Growth Rates.
Herpetological Review 45:519.

Pierce, ]. B., D. C. Rudolph, S. J. Burgdorf, R.
R. Schaefer, R. N. Conner, J. G. Himes, C.
M. Duran, L. M. Hardy, and R. R. Fleet.
2014b. Winter movements of Louisiana
pine snakes (Pituophis ruthveni) in Tex-
as and Louisiana. Pp. 137-145 in Pro-
ceedings of the 5th Big Thicket Science
Conference: Changing Landscapes and
Changing Climate (C. Shackelford, edi-
tor). Southeastern Naturalist 13, Special
Issue 5.

Pierce, J. B., D. C. Rudolph, C. A. Melder,
and B. Gregory. 2016. Pituophis ruthve-
ni. (Louisiana Pinesnake). Reproduction/
Breeding Phenology. Herpetological Re-
view 47:315.

Powell, R., J. T. Collins, and E. D. Hooper, Jr.
1998. A Key to Amphibians & Reptiles of
the Continental United States and Cana-
da. University Press of Kansas, Lawrence,
Kansas. 131 pp.

Powell, R., J. T. Collins, and E. D. Hooper,
Jr. 2012. Key to the Herpetofauna of the
Continental United States and Canada.
Second Edition, Revised and Updated.
University Press of Kansas, Lawrence,
Kansas. 152 pp.

Powell, R., R. Conant, and J. T. Collins. 2016.
Peterson Field Guide to Reptiles and Am-
phibians of Eastern and Central North
America. Fourth Edition. Houghton Mit-
flin H/arcourt Publishing Company, New



York, New York and Boston, Massach-
setts. xiv + 494 pp.

Pustejovsky, C. 2014. Snakes of Louisiana. A
Guide to Common & Notable Species.
Quick Reference Publishing, Inc. Unpagi-
nated foldout, laminated chart.

Pyron, R. A. and F. T. Burbrink. 2009. Neo-
gene diversification and taxonomic sta-
bility in the snake tribe Lampropeltini
(Serpentes: Colubridae). Molecular Phy-
logenetics and Evolution 52:524-529.

Rakowitz, V. A, R. R. Fleet, and F. L. Rain-
water. 1983. New distributional records of
Texas amphibians and reptiles. Herpeto-
logical Review 14:85-89.

Ramos, M. G. (editor). 1995. 1996-1997 Tex-
as Almanac. The Dallas Morning News,
Inc., Dallas, Texas. 672 pp.

Ramos, M. G. (editor). 1997. 1998-1999 Tex-
as Almanac. The Dallas Morning News,
Inc., Dallas, Texas. 672 pp.

Raun, G. G. and E R. Gehlbach. 1972. Am-
phibians and reptiles in Texas. Dallas Mu-
seum of Natural History Bulletin 2:1-61,
140 maps.

Reichling, S. B. 1988. Reproduction in captive
Louisiana pine snakes, Pituophis melano-
leucus ruthveni. Herpetological Review
19:77-78.

Reichling, S. B. 1990. Reproductive traits of
the Louisiana pine snake Pituophis melan-
oleucus ruthveni (Serpentes: Colubridae).
The Southwestern Naturalist 35:221-222.

Reichling, S. B. 1995. The taxonomic status
of the Louisiana Pine Snake (Pituophis
melanoleucus ruthveni) and its relevance
to the evolutionary species concept. Jour-
nal of Herpetology 29:186-198.

Reichling, S. B. 2008. Reptiles and Amphibi-
ans of the Southern Pine Woods. Univer-
sity Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.
i-xxi + 252 pp.

Rodriguez-Robles, J. A. and ]. M. De Jestis-Es-
cobar. 1999. Molecular systematics of
New World lampropeltine snakes (Colub-
ridae): Implications for biogeography and
evolution of food habits. Biological Jour-

13

nal of the Linnean Society 68:355-385.

Rodriguez-Robles, J. A. and ]. M. De Jestis-Es-
cobar. 2000. Molecular systematics of
New World gopher, bull, and pinesnakes
(Pituophis: Colubridae), a transcontinen-
tal species complex. Molecular Phyloge-
netics and Evolution 14:35-50.

Rossi, J. V. 1992. Snakes of the United States
and Canada. Keeping Them Healthy in
Captivity. Volume I Eastern Area. Krieger
Publishing Company, Malabar, Florida.
209 pp.

Rudolph, D. C. and S. ]. Burgdorf. 1997.
Timber Rattlesnakes and Louisiana Pine
Snakes of the West Gulf Coastal Plain:
Hypotheses of decline. The Texas Journal
of Science 49(3, supplement):111-122.

Rudolph, D. C,, S. J. Burgdorf, R. R. Schaefer,
R. N. Conner, and R. T. Zappalorti. 1998.
Snake mortality associated with late sea-
son radio-transmitter implantation. Her-
petological Review 29:155-156.

Rudolph, D. C,, S. J. Burgdorf, R. N. Con-
ner, and R. R. Schaefer. 1999. Prelimi-
nary evaluation of the impact of roads
and associated vehicular traffic on snake
populations in eastern Texas. Pp. 129-
135 in Proceedings of the Third Interna-
tional Conference on Wildlife Ecology
and Transportation. September 13-16,
1999 Missoula, Montana (G. L. Evink,
P. Garrett, and D. Zeigler, editors). FL-
ER-73-99. Florida Department of Trans-
portation, Tallahassee, Florida.

Rudolph, D. C., S. J. Burgdorf, R. N. Conner,
C.S. Collins, D. Saenz, R. R. Schaefer, and
T. Trees. 2002. Prey handling and diet of
Louisiana pine snakes (Pituophis ruthve-
ni) and black pine snakes (P. melanoleu-
cus lodingi), with comparisons to other
selected colubrid snakes. Herpetological
Natural History 9:57-62.

Rudolph, D. C,, S. J. Burgdorf, R. R. Schaefer,
R.N. Conner, and R. W. Maxey. 2006. Sta-
tus of Pituophis ruthveni (Louisiana Pine
Snake). Southeastern Naturalist 5:463-
472.



14

Rudolph, D. C,, R. R. Schaefer, S. J. Burgdorf,
M. Duran, and R. N. Conner. 2007. Pine
snake (Pituophis ruthveni and Pituophis
melanoleucus lodingi) hibernacula. Jour-
nal of Herpetology 41:560-565.

Rudolph, D. C,, C. A. Melder, J. Pierce, R. R.
Schaefer, and B. Gregory. 2012. Diet of
the Louisiana pine snake (Pituophis ruth-
veni). Herpetological Review 43:243-245.

Schmidt, K. P. 1953. A Check List of North
American Amphibians and Reptiles.
Sixth Edition. American Society of Ich-
thyologists and Herpetologists. The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, Chicago, Illinois.
280 pp.

Schmidt, K. P. and D. D. Davis. 1941. Field
Book of Snakes of the United States and
Canada. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York.
365 pp.

Scott, C. 1996. Snake Lovers’ Lifelist & Jour-
nal. The University of Texas Press, Austin,
Texas. 246 pp.

Scott, D. A. 2014. Initial ecosystem restoration
in the highly erodible Kisatchie Sand-
stone Hills. Pp. 64-79 in Proceedings of
the 5th Big Thicket Science Conference:
Changing Landscapes and Changing Cli-
mate (C. Shackelford, editor). Southeast-
ern Naturalist 13, Special Issue 5.

Seehorn, M. E. 1982. Reptiles and Amphib-
ians of Southeastern National Forests.
United States Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service, Southern Region. iii +85
pp:

Seigel, R. A. and ]. T. Collins (editors). 1993.
Snakes. Ecology and Behavior. Mc-
Graw-Hill, Inc., New York, New York. i-
xvi + 414 pp.

Simon, H. 1979. Easy Identification Guide to
North American Snakes. Dodd, Mead &
Company, New York, New York. 128 pp.

Skubowius, B. 2004. Het houden en kweken
van de pijnboomslang, Pituophis melan-
oleucus /  Keeping and breeding pine
snakes Pituophis melanoleucus. Litteratu-
ra Serpentium 24:67-77.

Slavens, E L. 1988. Inventory, Longevity, &

Breeding Notes — Reptiles and Amphibi-
ans in Captivity Current January 1, 1988.
Privately Published, Seattle, Washington.
401 pp.

Slavens, F. L. and K. Slavens. 1991. Reptiles
and Amphibians in Captivity. Breeding -
Longevity and Inventory Current January
1, 1991. Slaveware, Seattle, Washington.
505 pp.

Smith, H. M. and E. D. Brodie, Jr. 1982a. A
Guide to Field Identification. Reptiles
of North America. Western Publishing
Company, Inc., Racine, Wisconsin (Gold-
en Press, New York, New York). 240 pp.

Smith, H. M. and E. D. Brodie, Jr. 1982b. A
Guide to Field Identification. Reptiles of
North America. A Golden Field Guide.
St. Martin’s Press, New York, New York.
240 pp.

Smith, H. M. and ]. P. Kennedy. 1951. Pitu-
ophis melanoleucus ruthveni in eastern
Texas and its bearing on the status of P
catenifer. Herpetologica 7:93-96.

Southern Biological Supply Co., Inc. 1931.
Price List No. 20. Herpetology. Amphib-
ians and Reptiles of Louisiana. Southern
Biological Supply Co., Inc., New Orleans,
Louisiana. 12 pp.

Stejneger, L. and T. Barbour. 1933. A Check
List of North American Amphibians and
Reptiles. Third Edition. Harvard Univer-
sity Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts. i-
xiv + 185 pp

Stejneger, L. and T. Barbour. 1939. A Check
List of North American Amphibians and
Reptiles. Fourth Edition. Harvard Uni-
versity Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
i-xvi + 207 pp.

Stejneger, L. and T. Barbour. 1943. A Check
List of North American Amphibians and
Reptiles. Fifth Edition. Bulletin of the
Museum of Comparative Zodlogy at Har-
vard College 93(1):i-xix, 1-260.

Stull, O. G. 1929. The description of a new
subspecies of Pituophis melanoleucus
from Louisiana. Occasional Papers of the
Museum of Zoology, University of Mich-



igan 205:1-3.

Stull, O. G. 1932. An annotated list of the
forms of the genus Pituophis. Occasional
Papers of the Museum of Zoology, Uni-
versity of Michigan 250:1-5.

Stull, O. G. 1940. Variations and relation-
ships in the snakes of the genus Pituophis.
United States National Museum Bulletin
175:1-225.

Sweet, S. S. and W. S. Parker. 1990. Pituophis
melanoleucus. Catalogue of American
Amphibians and Reptiles 474:474.1-
474.8.

Tennant, A. 1984. The Snakes of Texas. Texas
Monthly Press, Austin, Texas. 561 pp.
Tennant, A. 1985. A Field Guide to Texas
Snakes. Gulf Publishing Company, Hous-

ton, Texas. 260 pp.

Tennant, A. 1998. A Field Guide to Texas
Snakes. Second Edition. Gulf Publishing,
Lanham, Maryland. i-xix + 291 pp.

Tennant, A. 2003. Snakes of North Ameri-
ca. Eastern and Central Regions. Revised
Edition. Lone Star Books, Lanham, Mary-
land. 605 pp.

Tennant, A. 2006. Texas Snakes. Third Edi-
tion. Taylor Trade Publishing, Lanham,
Maryland. i-xx + 263 pp.

Tennant, A. and R. D. Bartlett. 2000. Snakes
of North America. Eastern and Cen-
tral Regions. Gulf Publishing Company,
Houston, Texas. 588 pp.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 1978.
Species listing for nongame regulations.
Texas Parks Wildlife Department Bro-
chure 9000-52:1-22. [Not seen; cited by
Dixon 2013].

Thomas, R. A., B. ]. Davis, and M. R. Culbert-
son. 1976. Notes on variation and range
of the Louisiana pine snake, Pituophis
melanoleucus ruthveni Stull (Reptilia, Ser-
pentes, Colubridae). Journal of Herpetol-
ogy 10:252-254.

Tipton, B. L. 2005. Snakes of the Americas.
Checklist and Lexicon. Krieger Publish-
ing Company, Malabar, Florida. xiv + 477
pp., CD-Rom.

15

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2010. Species
Assessment and Listing Priority Assign-
ment Form. Pituophis ruthveni. Unpagi-
nated [27 pp.]

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2013. Can-
didate Conservation Agreement for the
Louisiana Pine Snake (Pituophis ruthveni)
Between U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
U. S. Forest Service, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service, U. S. Depart-
ment of Defense, Fort Polk and the Joint
Readiness Training Center, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and Fisheries, and
Association of Zoos and Aquariums.
Amended and Revised. 71 pp. Available
at  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/candi-
dateconservation/pdf/CCA_LouisianaP-
ineSnake.pdf. Archived by WebCite at
http://www.webcitation.org/6qz5bHIAK
on 4 June 2017.

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2014. U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Species Assess-
ment and Listing Priority Assignment
form [Pituophis ruthveni. Louisiana Pine
Snake]. 34 pp.

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2016. Endan-
gered and threatened wildlife and plants;
Threatened species status for Louisiana
pinesnake. Federal Register 81:69454-
69475.

Vandeventer, T. L. and R. A. Young. 1989. Rar-
ities of the longleaf: The black and Loui-
siana pine snakes. Vivarium 1(4):32-36.

Viosca, P, Jr. 1950. Amphibians and Reptiles
of Louisiana. Louisiana Academy of Sci-
ences, Popular Science Bulletin No. 1. 12
pp:

Viosca, P, Jr. 1962. Harmless Snakes of Lou-
isiana. Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission, New Orleans, Louisiana. 8
pp-

Wagner, R. O., ]. B. Pierce, D. C. Rudolph, R.
R. Schaefer, and D. A. Hightower. 2014.
Modeling Louisiana pine snake (Pitu-
ophis ruthveni) habitat use in relation to
soils. Southeastern Naturalist 13 (Special



16

Issue 5):146-158.

Wallach, V., K. L. Williams, and J. Boundy.
2014. Snakes of the World. A Catalogue
of Living and Extinct Species. CRC Press,
Taylor & Francis Group, Boca Raton,
Florida. 1209 pp.

Werler, J. E. and J. R. Dixon. 2000. Texas
Snakes. Identification, Distribution, and
Natural History. The University of Texas
Press, Austin, Texas. 437 pp.

Wiese, R. J. and M. Hutchins. 1994. The role
of zoos and aquariums in amphibian and
reptilian conservation. Pp. 37-45 in Cap-
tive Management and conservation of
Amphibians and Reptiles (J. B. Murphy,
K. Adler, and J. T. Collins, editors). Con-
tributions to Herpetology Volume 11.
Society for the Study of Amphibians and
Reptiles, Ithaca, New York.

Wilks, B. J. 1962. The pine snake in central
Texas. Herpetologica 18:108-110.

Williams, A. A. and J. E. Cordes. 1996. Pitu-
ophis ruthveni (Louisiana Pine Snake).
Herpetological Review 27:35.

Wright, A. H. and A. A. Wright. 1957. Hand-
book of Snakes of the United States and
Canada. Volumes I and II. Comstock
Publishing Associates, Ithaca, New York.
i-xviii + i-ix + 1105 pp. [In multiple
printings].

Wright, A. H. and A. A. Wright. 1994 (1957).
Handbook of Snakes of the United States
and Canada. Volumes I and II. Comstock
Publishing Associates, Ithaca, New York.
i-xxv + i-ix + 1105 pp.

Wrobel, M. (compiler). 2004. Elsevier’s Dic-
tionary of Reptiles in Latin, English, Ger-
man, French and Italian. Elsevier B. V.,
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 758 pp.

Young, R. A. and T. L. Vandeventer. 1988. Re-
cent observations of the Louisiana pine
snake, Pituophis melanoleucus ruthveni
Stull. Bulletin of the Chicago Herpetolog-
ical Society 23:203-207.

CONNOR S. ADAMS, Institute of Renew-
able and Natural Resources, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, 1500 Research Parkway A110, 2260
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-2260,
USA (conadams22scott@gmail.com), JOSH
B. PIERCE, Wildlife Habitat and Silvicul-
ture Laboratory, Southern Research Station,
USDA Forest Service, 506 Hayter Street, Na-
cogdoches, TX 75965, USA (jbpierce@fs.fed.
us), D. CRAIG RUDOLPH, Wildlife Hab-
itat and Silviculture Laboratory, Southern
Research Station, USDA Forest Service, 506
Hayter Street, Nacogdoches, TX 75965, USA
(crudolph01@fs.fed.us), WADE A. RYBERG,
Institute of Renewable and Natural Resourc-
es, Texas A&M University, 1500 Research
Parkway A110, 2260 TAMU, College Station,
TX 77843-2260, USA (waryberg@tamu.edu),
and TOBY J. HIBBITTS, Institute of Re-
newable and Natural Resources, Texas A&M
University, 1500 Research Parkway A110,
2260 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-
2260, USA, and Biodiversity Research and
Teaching Collections, Texas A&M Univer-
sity, 210 Nagle Hall, 2258 TAMU, College
Station, TX 77843-2258, USA (thibbitts@
tamu.edu).

Primary editors for this account, Christopher
J. Bell and Travis J. LaDuc.

Published 14 June 2017 and Copyright © 2017
by the Society for the Study of Amphibians
and Reptiles.




