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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Advance Information for Summer 2022 assessments  

To support student revision, advance information was published about the focus of exams for Summer 

2022 assessments. Advance information was available for most GCSE, AS and A Level subjects, Core 

Maths, FSMQ, and Cambridge Nationals Information Technologies. You can find more information on 

our website. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/summer-2022-advance-info-639931/
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Paper 51 series overview 

Paper 51 is The People’s Health, c.1250–present.  

To do well on the Thematic Study, candidates need to be able to: present a historical summary of an 

area of content they have learned; offer an explanation in response to a historical question (e.g. 

explaining the causes or consequences of something); and recall and apply their knowledge to support 

and challenge a statement in an essay-style question. 

It was clear from the majority of responses that most candidates had been well-prepared and were able 

to make use of use their knowledge accurately at least in part in the essay-style questions (Questions 4 

and 5). 

However, on Question 2, while most candidates were able to provide accurate and often detailed 

summaries, many did not present an analytical response. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally did the following: 

• recalled at least two valid responses for 

Question 1 

• analysed Health in Britain after 1900 by 

organising their response around a historical 

concept (most frequently done well were 

those that looked at food as an aspect and 

talked about the consequences of diet/activity 

during this period) and supported their 

response using specific examples 

• fully explained what people believed caused 

cholera in the early 1800s, showed an 

understanding of why this was wrong plus a 

specific example from this period 

• effectively deployed a range of knowledge in 

the essay question, using precise evidence to 

support their responses (Questions 4 and 5). 

• did not have a strong sense of chronology 

and could not put specific examples about 

methods to prevent disease in a specific 

period 

• did not produce a valid response to any part 

of Question 1 

• described living conditions from 1900 

particularly identifying that there was a 

change for the better in terms of housing but 

not what it had changed from and to i.e. they 

only described housing in one period 

• explained why cholera spread so quickly in 

the 19th Century 

• made accurate but generalised points which 

they were unable to support with specific 

evidence in the essay question; or else gave 

precise evidence but did not explain how it 

helped to address the question being asked 

(Questions 4 and 5). 
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Question 1 (a) 

There were few problems here - there were very few specific responses that did not address this 

question. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

Candidates found this challenging and there were many invalid responses, particularly Spanish Flu 

which was not in this period. 

 

Question 1 (c) 

Many candidates found this unproblematic and the majority of responses referred to free school meals. 

There were some chronological misunderstandings of 1900 which produced examples from the 19th 

Century. 
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Question 2 

The vast majority of candidates were able to include relevant knowledge in their responses to this 

question. However, many candidates began this response referring to improvements i.e. change and 

then did not address conditions both before and after – this was especially true in the case of housing. 

The most effective form of historical organisation was around consequence; candidates used terms like 

‘this meant’ or ‘this led to’ particularly when addressing the Housing Act of 1919 which led to council 

housing, technology leading to inactivity and obesity or the Clean Air Act ending smogs.  

Candidates supported these reasons with specific examples.  

Several candidates clearly thought they had to use certain words such a ‘significance’ or ‘diversity’ but 

sometimes the inclusion of these words in their responses suggested a lack of understanding and it 

came across as muddled or contrived. A small minority of candidates wrote about the 19th Century and 

the conditions in the industrial revolution. 

The most common response from candidates who achieved the highest levels was around inactivity - 

stopping people walking and the negative impact this has on health. Again a consequence response. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 is a response from a candidate who clearly knows quite a bit about the period and topic in 

question and has used their own language to progress to Level 3. It reaches Level 2 when food is 

improved due to refrigeration; the candidate does talk about things getting better but has not organised 

around change but impact/consequence. 

The response does this again about back to back houses and council houses but as if caused by the 

1919 Housing Act where the term ‘This meant’ shows that improved housing was a consequence of the 

Act.  

Advice to centres 

This question does not ask for just a description. To move beyond Level 1, it is important that 

candidates are clear about how to organise an analytical response in these types of questions. The 

organisation of the response around a historical concept (such as change, continuity, causation, 

consequence, significance and diversity) is the driving force behind this question, as opposed to 

contextual knowledge alone.  

Candidates should spend some of their time thinking about how to organise their response before 

putting pen to paper.  

It is worth noting that there is no requirement for candidates to use particular words or phrases – 

sometimes including particular learnt words may be counter-productive and lead to a muddled 

response. 
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Question 3 

Most candidates were familiar with cholera and methods that were used to prevent disease. However, 

the very specific nature of this question meant that candidates needed to be able to explain what people 

believed (usually miasma/religion), what measures they took in the early 1800s to prevent cholera 

(burning tar, John Snow’s research) and then why this did not work (cholera was in the water) 

The majority of candidates explained why cholera spread so quickly in the 19th Century and included 

detail around Chadwick’s report (not a measure to prevent cholera) or the creation of the sewers (not 

early 1900s). These were marked in Level 3. 

Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is a good example of a response where the candidate was able to describe beliefs in the 19th 

Century about causes of disease - miasma and religion. They then go on to explain why they did not 

work using the fact that germ theory had not been discovered or proved to explain this – this is not a 

measure to prevent cholera but a lack of understanding of germs which led to deaths. The next section 

around Laissez Faire is not about an action to prevent cholera so the response remains in Level 3.  

Advice to centres 

Candidates need to have specific knowledge at their fingertips in order to offer precise evidence. They 

need to direct their knowledge at the question asked, and make sure they remain focused on what the 

question is asking without drifting off to answer a different one.  
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Question 4* 

Candidates knew what the question was asking.  

The quality of the responses was very varied. Most often, the points raised by candidates to support the 

statement were: the invention of microscopes through to Louis Pasteur and the Germ Theory, Bazelgette 

and the development of sewers, John Snow and cholera. Some candidates used the early modern 

period to discuss the printing press leading to the plague orders but not enough then explained how 

these measures improved public health.  

Arguments to oppose the statement were mainly around government action, laws or legislation and 

these were often not explained as well by linking to how they improved public health, the three steps 

needed – factor – example – how it helped was not always completed and remained in Level 2. 

Most candidates were clear about the historical periods studied – they did not need to give examples 

from both periods to achieve full marks and most did attempt to balance their responses clearly. 

Some candidates also used the fact that science and technology led to poor public health to oppose the 

statement but although valid, this often meant that they became a bit confused. 
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 is a good example of a candidate who is consistently able to recall relevant knowledge and 

direct it at the question asked, working their way up the levels.  

Common agreements are addressed - Pasteur and Bazelgette - and then disagreement around laws and 

fines which stopped people throwing waste which led to improvements, and then the Food Act of the 19th 

Century which improved food quality.  

This is an example of a candidate who has given specific examples in a clear way to access high marks 

– Level 6. 

 

Question 5* 

This appeared to be the most popular question but did not appear to be answered as well as Question 4. 

Nevertheless, most candidates seemed to understand what the question was asking and wrote well 

about lack of understanding about the cause of disease – miasma, religion, four humours, They did not 

always effectively link this to answering the question and remained in Level 2. 

A lack of chronological knowledge was apparent in this question with many candidates confusing 

measures from the early modern - killing cats and dogs, burning tar, painting crosses on the door/putting 

straw in the windows or using a white stick - with Medieval ideas. Candidates who referred to isolation 

were rewarded. 

Better candidates were able to discuss King Edward’s and other town’s attempts to clean up as well as 

the monasteries who had clear ideas about keeping clean to counter the argument but often this was 

marred by a lack of knowledge stated as fact. 

As with Question 3, it was candidates who had specific evidence at their fingertips who were more 

successful at reaching the higher levels.  

Advice to centres 

Candidates who have revised thoroughly and have a wide range of precise evidence at their fingertips 

to support their points will do best on these questions.  

It is also very important that candidates are familiar with the time periods on the specification, and that 

they answer the specific question in front of them.  
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