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Abstract: The genus Erythroxylum contains species used by indigenous people of South America long
before the domestication of plants. Two species, E. coca and E. novogranatense, have been utilized
for thousands of years specifically for their tropane alkaloid content. While abuse of the narcotic
cocaine has impacted society on many levels, these species and their wild relatives contain untapped
resources for the benefit of mankind in the form of foods, pharmaceuticals, phytotherapeutic products,
and other high-value plant-derived metabolites. In this review, we describe the current state of
knowledge of members within the genus and the recent advances in the realm of molecular biology
and biochemistry.
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1. Introduction

Humanity has an enduring and intimate relationship with medicinal plants. From prehistoric
times through to the modern era, the use of plant specialized metabolites has helped treat diseases, steer
religious ceremonies, and cosmetically augment the body. While modern synthetic chemical methods
often provide quicker, safer and more cost-effective production of economically important compounds,
many plants remain the sole source of such molecules [1,2]. In addition, several plants containing mind
altering hallucinogenic or narcotic chemicals have become infamous for the detrimental societal impacts
of illicit drugs derived from them [3]. Nonetheless, it is imperative to obtain a deeper understanding of
how these plants synthesize their compounds for the future prospects of synthetic biology, metabolic
engineering, and potential applications in as far-ranging fields as green medicine and space exploration.

Few plant genera are as rich as Erythroxylum L. in their contribution to both highly lucrative
legal industries (soft drinks) and one of the largest illicit markets on the planet (cocaine trafficking).
The integration of Erythroxylum species into the fabric of South American societies makes any discussion
of eliminating these plants exceedingly controversial and difficult, with many counterproductive
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consequences [4]. Indeed, after decades of seemingly fruitless eradication policies, it appears productive
and prudent to explore the development of the beneficial uses of these plants, which is an approach that
is already being implemented by communities, companies, and governments in South America, within
the growing scope of legality provided by the current laws in the Andean region [5]. This approach
appears to carry significant potential, given the promising applications indicated by both traditional
cultures and the scientific research available. Additionally, recent advances in our knowledge about the
biosynthesis of tropane alkaloids, and a growing body of molecular phylogeny studies are revealing
a dynamic system of interactions and compounds that justifies further research. Indeed, the use of
beneficial products from these plants for medicinal, nutritional, agricultural, and cosmetic purposes is
becoming the focus of several countries and scientific groups. In addition, with the ever-increasing
capabilities of chemical and genetic analyses, wild species of Erythroxylum are being described
and subjected to new studies identifying their potential for future development of medicines. In
this review, we consolidate the most recent advances and knowledge in species found within the
genus Erythroxylum.

2. History and Evolution of the Erythroxylum Genus

The genus Erythroxylum includes approximately 230 species, distributed across the tropics [6].
Two species in this genus, Erythroxylum coca Lam. and Erythroxylum novogranatense (D. Morris) Hieron.,
are particularly salient. They have been cultivated for thousands of years by traditional South American
societies and, more recently, have become sources for the production of the tropane alkaloid cocaine
(commonly diverted into the global illicit trade).

Each one of these two species commonly referred to as “coca” can be subdivided into two regionally
and phenotypically defined varieties, E. coca var. ipadu Plowman and E. novogranatense var. truxillense
(Rusby) Plowman. The typical variety of E. coca is also known as Huanuco or Bolivian Coca (E. coca
var. coca). According to Plowman (1986) [7] this variety probably originated from the eastern Andes of
Pert and Bolivia, particularly in the Huallaga Valley, where wild coca plants can be found. The typical
altitude of coca crops in this region is between 500 and 1500 m above sea level, but reaching 2000 m
in some areas [7]. E. coca var. coca is the most common cultivar used in cocaine production for the
drug trade in Pert and Colombia. Amazonian coca, or Ipadu coca (E. coca var. ipadu) is grown in the
Amazonian region, which includes Colombia, Brazil, and Peri. Colombian coca (E. novogranatense var.
novogranatense) is cultivated in the inter-Andean valleys of Colombia, and in the Sierra Nevada de
Santa Marta region. It can also be found as a domestic garden plant in urban settings. Finally, Trujillo
coca (E. novogranatense var. truxillense), which grows mainly in northern Pert, and is the variety best
adapted to the dry, arid climates of Perti’s coastal deserts.

Coca is among the oldest cultivated medicinal plant species, with evidence of its use dating back at
least 8000 years in South America [8,9]. Traditional coca consumption remains prevalent across scores
of Andean and Amazonian communities. In 2012, Bolivia’s traditional coca-using population was
estimated at around three million people [10], while in 2013, Pert’s coca-using population numbered
around 3.5 million [11]. In addition, significant traditional coca-using populations are also found in
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Colombia, although their numbers are unknown [12].

Coca leaves contain the highest amounts of cocaine and other tropanes in the plant [13]. The total
alkaloid content of coca leaves varies by variety and climate. For example, Bolivian coca contains on
average 0.63% dry weight cocaine in the leaves [14], whereas, E. coca var. ipadu (Amazonian coca)
contains between 0.11% and 0.41% cocaine content. No significant differences were witnessed between
laboratory and field grown Amazonian coca plants, suggesting that the biosynthesis of tropane alkaloids
is regulated at the molecular genetic level. The highest cocaine levels identified in common cultivars
of coca are obtained from the E. novogranatense varieties. In this species, cocaine levels vary from
an average of 0.77% in Colombian coca to 0.72% in Trujillo coca. A study by Acock et al. (1996) [15]
revealed that while light intensity (photosynthetic photon flux density) did not seem to have much



Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 3of 27

of an effect on alkaloid production, temperature did have an effect. Lower temperatures seemed to
adversely affect alkaloid content in all studied cultivars.

Coca leaves are traditionally consumed by forming a quid in the cheek (i.e., in English this is called
“coca chewing”, although little chewing is involved). Frequently, the coca leaf quid is complemented
with a basified material or alkaline adjuvants. These are generally processed (usually burnt) from
diverse sources such as plant ashes (i.e., quinoa, tree leaves, and cinnamon), animal bones, seashells,
mineral deposits, and sodium bicarbonate. These alkaline adjuvants bear a multitude of names across
South America (i.e., cal, llipta, ilucta, mambe, tocra, lejia, etc.) [16]. The mode of traditional coca
consumption varies according to the coca variety and the alkaline substance used. For example,
Huanuco coca leaves are chewed directly following the addition of the alkaline powder (cal), which
is alternated with additional leaves and cal. The alkaline powder is often substituted with sodium
bicarbonate or other adjuvants, especially for non-native consumers. Colombian coca and Trujillo
coca are both chewed with ashes made from incinerated seashells, bones, or mineral deposits found
in limestone rock formations. Amazonian coca is processed more extensively, presumably with the
aim of strengthening the release of its lower alkaloid content, via a complex process that includes
the mild roasting and powdering of the leaves, followed by filtering with a fine mesh or fabric and
mixing with dried leaf ashes of the species Cecropia sciadophylla Mart. Other species of the Cecropiaceae,
such as Cecropia peltata L. and Pouruma cecropiifolia Mart. are occasionally used when C. sciadophylla
is unavailable [7,17]. Schultes (1981) [17] makes reference to the addition of other plants to the coca
powder to increase its effects or improve flavor. For example, several species within the genus Costus L.,
one species of Styrax L., and the palms Cocratea exorrhiza (Mart.) H.-Wendl. and Astrocaryum gynacanthum
Mart. (=Astrocaryum munbaca Mart.) have all been documented for this purpose. The subjective effect
on human consumers is described as energizing and mood enhancing, as well as providing a sense of
well-being, while suppressing feelings of appetite and thirst [18].

Coca has a rich social, cultural and medicinal significance in the traditional South American
cultures where it is cultivated and used [12]. It is employed, disproportionately by adult men, to
promote individual work performance and self-discipline as well as to strengthen community ties via
work-related social gatherings, “town hall” style meetings, religious ceremonies, and important life
events (such as weddings and funerals), where sharing and using coca are central activities [19-21].
Coca also bears metaphysical significance, as it is used as an offering to nature, in divinatory practices,
and as part of rituals believed to help sustain the balance between the human and natural worlds [19].

In traditional medicine, coca is utilized as a remedy for a wide variety of conditions, ranging from
alleviating oral pains, digestive maladies, hunger, altitude sickness, muscular and skeletal aches, as well
as sadness and sexual impotence [22]. The uses and potential of coca in traditional and contemporary
medicine, nutrition, and agriculture are further explored in Section 4.

2.1. The Phylogeny of Erythroxylum and Related Genera

The families Erythroxylaceae and Rhizophoraceae make up a well-supported clade in the order
Malpighiales [23]. Both families share numerous morphological characteristics [24], as well as specific
types of alkaloids that are rare in other groups of angiosperms, such as hygroline, tropane alkaloids,
and pyrrolizidines [25]. In the Erythroxylaceae, Erythroxylum is placed adjacent to the clade formed by
the African genera Nectaropetalum Engl., Pinacopodium Exell and Mendonga, and Aneulophus Benth.
The clade formed by these three genera is sister to the genus Aneulophus Benth., also endemic to
Africa [26]. A phylogenetic framework of Erythroxylum has been recently reported by Islam (2011) [27]
and White et al. (2019) [28]. This work provides a greater understanding of the subgeneric relationships
within the genus and complements the original monograph written over 100 years ago [29]. Recent
phylogenetic studies agree with earlier work, suggesting that most of the sections proposed by
Schulz (1907) [29] are not monophyletic [14,30-32].

The phylogeny presented by Islam (2011) [27] is based on two loci, the intergenic spacer of the
chloroplast rpL32-trnL, and the intergenic spacer of the Ribosome (ITS), whereas the tree presented by
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White et al. (2019) [28] is based on 547 nuclear genes. These studies are consistent with each other
when considering the position of the cultivated species. In both phylogenies, E. novogranatense and
E. coca are not sister species, contradicting the results from Bohm et al. (1982) [33]. According to
White et al. (2019) [28], cultivated species stay in a clade with approximately 24 species (see Figure 1),
distributed mainly in the northwestern region of the Neotropics, which in turn includes a mainly
Caribbean clade, with species such as, Erythroxylum brevipes DC., Erythroxylum carthagenense Jacq.,
Erythroxylum cumanense Jacq., and Erythroxylum havanense Jacq., and a mainly Amazonian and Andean
clade which includes the two cultivated species, as well as Erythroxylum cataractarum Spruce ex Peyr.,
and Erythroxylum gracilipes Peyr.

Erythroxylum species, with current or potential biomedical applications, belong to a variety of
clades within the genus’s phylogeny. The American species are grouped in sections of Erythroxylum,
Archerythroxylum, and Macrocalyx. Archerythroxylum is a paraphyletic grouping, containing at least
seven American sections [28]. Macrocalyx is polyphyletic and nested within the Archerythroxylum
species [30]. Species belonging to Archerythroxylum include Erythroxylum vacciniifolium Mart. which
is located in clade I (sensu [28]), Erythroxylum caatingae Plowman which is a sister species in clade
V (also containing the cultivated species), and Erythroxylum ovaliifolium Peyr. whose phylogenetic
location is unknown. Erythroxylum subsessile (Mart.) O.E. Schulz belongs to Erythroxylum and is located
also in clade 1. Erythroxylum suberosum A.St.-Hill.,, A.Juss. and Cambess has not been included in
molecular phylogenies, but there is morphological and anatomical evidence to place it near Erythroxylum
macrophyllum var. savannarum Plowman in clade III [30].

Few African species have been included in phylogenetic analyses, however, it can be inferred
from White et al. (2019) [28] that these species do not constitute a monophyletic grouping. At least
one of these groups, which includes Erythroxylum nitidulum Baker, is sister to the rest of the genus.
The African species with biomedical applications belongs in two sections as follows: Erythroxylum
macrocarpum O.E. Schulz and Erythroxylum laurifolium Lam. can be found in the Pachylobus section
and Erythroxylum pervillei Baill. belongs to the Eurysepalum section. Finally, the Asian Erythroxylum
cuneatum (Miq.) belongs to the Coelocarpus section, which is morphologically diverse and possibly not
monophyletic, with species present in Australia, Southeast Asia, and West Africa.

Most Erythroxylum species are distyle, featuring individuals whose flowers have short styles and
long stamens (brevistyles) and long styles and short stamens (longistyles). This characteristic was
first described by Darwin [34]. Such floral dimorphism is associated with self-incompatibility in the
genus, which has been shown experimentally to be stronger in E. coca than in E. novogranatense [33,35].
Crossing has been successful between E. novogranatense varieties, whereas crossing is only successful
between species when one of the individuals is a staminated E. coca. Crosses are much more frequent
when they involve E. novogranatense var. truxillense [33].

In studies of wild and distyle species in the genus, it has been shown that Erythroxylum havanense
Jacq. is self-incompatible [36], while Erythroxylum amazonicum Peyr. is self-compatible [37]. More
detailed E. havanense analyses have proven the existence of sharp pollen fertility differences across
flower types, suggesting an active evolutionary transition toward dioicity [38-40]. A similar loss of the
distyle condition, expressed as seed production without pollination (agamospermy), was detected for
Erythroxylum undulatum Plowman at the embryological level [41].

2.2. Domestication of the Coca Plant

The first explicit hypothesis about coca domestication was based mainly on the results of
hybridization experiments and flavonoid profiles of the cultivated varieties [33]. Under this hypothesis,
Bohm et al. (1982) [33] proposed a linear process of domestication of the cultivated varieties. This
postulated series of domestication events started with E. coca, which is thought to have originated
from a wild relative, presumably in the Amazonian foothills of Perti and Bolivia. In this domestication
model, the Amazonian variety Ipadu originated from the Andean-adapted species. Trujillo Coca was
then developed independently as an adaptation to the dryer conditions of the northern regions of Peru.
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Finally, Colombian coca was selected from Trujillo coca, with an adaptation to the wetter environments
of the inter-Andean valleys of Colombia.

Phylogenies based on amplified fragment length polymorphism (AFLP) fingerprinting [42,43],
support the monophyly of each cultivated species, E. coca and E. novogranatense. Johnson et al. (2005) [43]
reported that both cultivated species are genetically well separated and have similar intraspecific
variability, which is a pattern that contradicts the linear hypothesis of domestication. This genetic
structure pattern, combined with the allopatric distribution of both species, suggests an independent
origin, which makes both species sister groups. At the intraspecific level, AFLP data showed little
variation in E. coca var. ipadu, which is consistent with the clonal mode of propagation in this
variety [9,44,45], and with the domestication hypothesis of Bohm et al. (1982) [33]. Genetic distance
between varieties of E. novogranatense was negligible, however, because differences in ecological
preferences and leaf flavonoid chemotypes are clearly distinguished, taxonomic status of these varieties
was not rejected [46—49].

The most robust taxonomically-sampled phylogenies produced by Islam et al. (2011) [27] and
White et al. (2019) [28] indicate that the cultivated species of coca are not sister groups, contradicting
the results of the studies mentioned above. According to White et al. (2019) [28] E. coca is located in
a clade that includes E. gracilipes (paraphyletic) and E. cataractarum (Figure 1), while E. novogranatense is
the sister species of the clade formed by these three species. Under this scenario, White et al. (2019) [28],
proposed a new hypothesis, with independent domestication events, one of these from E. cataractarum
to produce E. novogranatense, and the second one from E. gracilipes to produce E. coca. This view is
supported by the phylogenetic position of the taxa, and by the geographical distribution of the potential
ancestor species, with E. cataractarum closer to E. novogranatense, and E. gracilipes closer to E. coca. More
genetic evidence at the population level could help produce a more conclusive hypothesis of coca
domestication. In addition, improving the taxonomic sampling in section Archerythroxylum would also
help resolve the question of the proper placement of species in this clade.
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-~ E. confusum
- E. shatona
-3 E. plowmanianum
************ == E. ruizii
[ E. guatemalense
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Figure 1. Phylogeny of the Erythroxylum genus. Colors on the map and the bars next to the names
indicate the biogeographic regions where the species are naturally distributed. Numbers on the nodes
indicate bootstrap support, which is 100% where not indicated. Modification of the phylogeny, inferred
by White et al. (2019) [28] in the American Journal of Botany, 106(1), p. 158, is republished with
permission from the Botanical Society of America.
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2.3. Omic Studies on Erythroxylum to Shed Light on Evolution and Functional Background

Next-generation sequencing (NGS) technologies have revolutionized the acquisition of genetic
information and the understanding of molecular processes. Recovering high-throughput genetic
data in Erythroxylum can provide an integral perspective regarding key components of its genome.
For instance, this data can uncover the basis of current diversification patterns by shedding light
on the functional meaning (i.e., the function of DNA sequences), structural organization (including
the genetic mapping and sequencing of entire chromosomes or genomes), and the scale of genomic
differences (such as constructing multiple genome alignments to assess major evolutionary events
such as chromosomal rearrangements). Population and phylogenetic studies are migrating from
traditional molecular markers such as microsatellites and AFLP [42,43], to screening methodologies
coupled to NGS platforms. To date, few efforts have been reported regarding the use of omic data for
Erythroxylum species. Noteworthy exceptions are the Sanger library of sequenced cDNA and the 454
transcriptome data both made from biosynthetically active young leaf tissue [50,51], which characterize
the biosynthesis of alkaloids. In addition, there is a reported chloroplast genome for E. novogranatense
(NCBI accession number NC_030601.1), produced from whole genome sequencing using a short-read
high-throughput strategy via an Illumina platform. Finally, there is the previously mentioned
study of White et al. (2019) [28] across Acherythroxylum members, which utilized a gene-target
sequencing strategy (exome sequencing) and a draft genome assembly for E. coca as a reference for
phylogenetic purposes.

A cost-effective strategy to obtain genomic information is reduced representation sequencing
(RRS), where thousands of single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) are homogeneously screened with
genotype neutral loci and adaptive loci detected as outliers from the genomic background (for extended
literature see [52-54]). Neutral loci can provide a measure of genetic differentiation to address several
questions in demography, phylogeography, or population genetics based on how the genetic diversity
is partitioned across individuals, populations, and species in Erythroxylum. In addition to supporting
our knowledge of evolutionary processes, these types of studies can provide new approaches for
tracing gene flow dynamics, allowing the development of marker-based tools. These can help the
identification of new cultigens, as well as the loci involved in the biosynthesis of compounds of interest
(such as alkaloids).

Omics data also have the potential to produce useful information for several bioprospecting
targets in Erythroxylum, such as the ones referenced in the next two chapters. This information can
serve as a platform for gene discovery, the development of breeding programs (where phenotypic traits
are linked to specific sites or genes, using strategies such as marker assisted selection, MAS), and even
the development of pharmaceutical products using gene editing tools. Nevertheless, limited published
data on these efforts is available, particularly in comparison to other species that produce specialized
metabolites and are also used as illicit substances. The most conspicuous example is the research on
Cannabis, which is at least a decade ahead in available omic information (genomes, transcriptomes,
genetic maps, metabolic pathways, etc.) and is already succeeding in using this data to generate
desirable plant characteristics for industrial purposes. This includes the development of plant lines
where the biosynthesis of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC, the molecule producing psychoactive effects) is
minimized, and cannabidiol (CBD, with broad medical applications) biosynthesis is enhanced [55,56],
boosting a growing pharmaceutical and phytotherapeutic market.

Cannabis research demonstrates the importance of modern omics technologies in deciphering
and making productive use of genetic resources. Within the bioprospection studies in Erythroxylum,
such endeavors involve reconstructing the overall metabolic network of tropane biosynthesis, where
association studies between particular phenotypes of E. coca and E. novogranatense are coupled with
whole genomes (both assembled and annotated), transcriptional profiles, SNP screens (for putative
genes of interest), and whole metabolomic data. This type of biological information could serve as
a knowledge platform with multiple productive applications. These range from detailing the history
and evolution of Erythroxylum species to identifying the metabolic pathways (as well as promoters
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and inhibitors) of key compounds (such as alkaloids and flavonoids) to enabling more effective crop
management strategies.

3. An Overview of Bioprospection and Pharmacological Research in the Erythroxylum Genus

The widespread distribution of the Erythroxylum genus has led its member species to face diverse
climates, herbivore pressures, and soil nutrient conditions, resulting in a wide array of adaptations.
These include the evolution of multiple general and specialized metabolites with nutritional and
biomedical potential. Such a large reservoir of molecules offers an opportunity for the use of
up-to-date “screening” tools that can help identify the productive applications of this genus across
many biochemical pathways. Table 1 summarizes the applications of Erythroxylum metabolites found

across the health literature.

Table 1. Bioactive properties within some members of the genus Erythroxylum.

Bioactive

Extract

Species Distribution Type of Study Properties Source Active Compounds References
Zanolari et al.
Erythroxylum Pre-clinical testing: - Aphrodisiac C-3 xester; C-33,4,5 (2003)
vacycini iﬁ)ylium Brazilian northeast, Lymphotropic virus - Tonic Stem bark trimethoxybenzoic acid; Graf et al. (1978)
Mart Atlantic Forest type I (HTLV-1) positive - Antimicrobial pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid; Manabe et al.
: MT-4 cells and mice - Anticancer cinchonains la and 1b (1992)
Satoh et al. (2000)
- Neutralize
Erythroxylum Restmgé - . toxicity of snake Coriolano de
PP (sandbanks) in the Pre-clinical testing: venom . . .
ovalifolium - . . Stem bark Friedelin and Lupeol Olivero et al.
Pevr state of Rio de Swiss mice - Treat edemas and (016)
ey Janeiro (Brazil) hemorrhages
- Anti-fungal
Testing: Human
ovarian
Erythroxylum Endemic to adenocarcinoma 3 Antlcance'r Stem bark - Previlleine A, G and H Chin et al. (2006)
I (SKVLB) cells and - Treat abdominal . .
pervillei Baill. Madagascar . . X and roots - Aromtic sters Silva et al. (2001)
multidrug-resistance pain
oral epidermoid
carcinoma (KB-V1) cells
Erythroxylum - 151231221011135 Mahomoodally et
v Y Endemic to Pre-clinical testing: - Antibacterial Leaves and al. (2005)
macrocarpum " . . R . - Tropan-3«-ol .
Mauritius Swis albino rats - Diuretic twigs Al-said et al.
O.E. Schulz - tropan-33-ol (1986)
- 6p-diol
Pre-clinical testing:
Erythroxylum Dry forest in Swiss mice and human
yrroxy M . cancer cells from - Anticancer - 63-Benzoyloxy-3«- Aguiar et al.
caatingae northeastern Brazil leukemia (K562), I Antimicrobial Stem 3 4 5-trimethoxyb 1 2012
Plowman known as Caatinga eukemia ( ), lung - Antimicrobia (3,4,5-trimethoxybenzoyloxy) ( )
(NCI-H292) and larynx
(Hep-2)
Testing: Human cancer
Erythroxylum . . cells of oral squamous - Antidiarrhea . Riberio et al.
Savannahs in Brazil, 5 . - Coumarins
suberosum Bolivia, Paragua carcinoma (SCC-9), - Astringent - Flavonoids (2015)
A.St.-Hill., ’ guay, hypopharynx - Antirheumatoid Leaves L. Barros et al. (2017)
Venezuela and the . . - Isoquercitrin
AlJuss & Guyanas squamous carcinoma - Anesthetic - Catechin Macedo et al.
Cambess. Y ’ (FaDu) and human - Antioxidant (2016)
keratinocyte (HaCaT)
Picot et al. (2014)
- Anti-diabetic . Hansen et al.
Erythroxylum - - Afzelin (1996)
ythroxy Endemic to Testing: Kidney . . - Quercitrin ;
laurifolium - - Anti-hypertension Leaves . Lohezic et al.
Mauritius epithelial cells (VERO) . - Tannins
Lam. - Effects against . (1999)
. - Flavonoids
Herpes I virus Jelager et al.
(1998)

3.1. Erythroxylum vacciniifolium Mart.

E. vacciniifolium is a popular medicinal plant in Brazil. An infusion made with this plant is called
“catuaba” (a name also applied to infusions of plants belonging to other genera). E. vacciniifolium
stands out for having tonic and aphrodisiac properties. According to Zanolari et al. (2003) [57],
these effects are linked to the plant’s tropane content, including catuabines A, B, and C. Extensive
research has been conducted on E. vacciniifolium and other species in this genus to identify bioactive
compounds with medicinal properties. These bioactive properties are linked to the compounds’
chemical structure, such as the presence of C-3 « ester, a moiety not often found in tropanes of the
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Erythroxylaceae. For catuabines A and B, this is C-3 3,4,5 trimethoxybenzoic acid and for catuabine C
it is pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid [58]. Novel tropane alkaloids are shown in Figure 2.

5" 5"
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(1) 2) 3)

Figure 2. Example of novel tropane alkaloids found in extracts of E. vacciniifolium. Structural data was
determined using high-resolution electrospray ion cyclotron resonance mass spectroscopic analysis [57].

Indigenous people utilize the leaves of the plant as a stimulant. In addition, its bark is used as
a remedy for erectile dysfunction. Alkaline extracts and teas made with E. vacciniifolium appear to act
on the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and against opportunistic infections [57]. This may stem
from the antimicrobial activity of the E. vacciniiifolium extract against Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus
aureus, which can cause lethal infections especially in patients with compromised immune systems [59].
Catuaba’s cytotoxic activity has also been studied, as it yields two cytotoxic flavonoids, cinchonains

[DR1] 1a (4) and 1b (5). Applying these flavonoids to L1210 mouse leukemia cell cultures results in
a significant reduction in the number of cancerous cells. [60] (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Cinchonains 1a (4) and 1b (5) as reported in Satoh et al. (2000) [60].
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3.2. Erythroxylum ovalifolium Peyr.

E. ovalifolium is a woody shrub extensively distributed along Brazil’s coastal plains. As with
other species in the genus, this shrub has attracted research interest due to its medicinal bioactive
properties. E. ovalifolium extracts can significantly neutralize the toxic effects of snake venom, such as
the one produced by the Southern American bushmaster Lachesis muta. Additionally, these extracts
also minimize edemas and hemorrhages, symptoms associated with snake venom exposure. Pure
E. ovalifolium extracts have been noted for their antifungal properties against fibrous fungi such as
Fusarium guttiforme and Chalara paradoxa. Along with other species in the genus, E. ovalifolium can
produce tropane alkaloids. Medicinal triterpenoids, such as friedelin (6) and lupeol (7) Figure 4,
and a host of flavonoids have also been detected in E. ovalifolium extracts [61].

(6) (7)

Figure 4. The triterpenoids friedelin (6) and lupeol (7) isolated and described in E. ovalifolium
extracts [61].

3.3. Erythroxylum pervillei Baill.

E. pervillei stands out in its genus for having the most applications across both biotechnology
and medicine. Several isolated compounds from E. pervillei are used to counteract drug resistance in
tumor-based diseases [62].

For instance, pervilleines such as pervilleine A (8) with N-oxide are used to revert pharmacological
resistance in small tumor panels. These compounds are known for their trimethoxycinnamate
group at C-6, which confers the cytotoxic and antitumor properties commonly found in these plants.
Additionally, these compounds restore vinblastine and colchicine sensitivity in several cell lines.
Furthermore, methanolic extracts and tropane alkaloids from E. pervillei preparations are used in
traditional medicine for their cytotoxic properties and as antineoplastic agents, inhibiting malignant
tumor growth [52]. In traditional medicine, E. pervillei preparations are used for their cytotoxic
properties and as antineoplastic agents, inhibiting malignant tumor growth. Traditional communities
also use E. pervillei roots for treating abdominal pain. Among certain cultures, this plant is known as
“Tsivano” and is employed as a fish poison [63,64]. This research resulted in the identification of novel
aromatic esters shown in Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Pervilleine A (8) and other aromatic esters isolated from extracts of E. pervillei [64].

3.4. Erythroxylum macrocarpum 0.E. Schulz

Several studies have produced descriptions of E. macrocarpum’s components and medicinal
properties. The plant is rich in tannins, phenols, flavonoids, and alkaloids, with the latter displaying
antimicrobial activity. Aqueous extracts of E. macrocarpum feature a wide spectrum antibiotic activity
against test organisms like Staphylococcus aureus, however, there are no reports of antifungal properties
associated with these extracts. It is noteworthy that most of the antibacterial compounds are found in
the plant’s leaves, and less frequently in branches or roots [65].

Several studies suggest that E. macrocarpum displays a notable diuretic effect (i.e., it augments the
flow of urine), which may have clinical value in several kidney disorders. This activity is achieved by
means of compounds that limit the Na+ permeability of enterocytes, reducing the electrochemical
gradient and minimizing the force that propels fluid through the small intestine. In this manner,
the liquid reabsorption is inhibited across the nephron’s proximate, distal and collector ducts, which
leads to the production of high urine quantities [66]. The plant’s main alkaloids are benzoyl esters of
tropan-3c-ol, tropan-3f3-ol and tropan-3«, 63-diol, as well as their Nor-derivates, which contribute to
this plant’s medicinal characteristics [67]. Examples of these structures can be found in Figure 6.
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Figure 6. Examples of tropanes found in Erythroxylum macrocarpum [67].

3.5. Erythroxylum caatingae Plowman

E. caatingae, another species found in Brazil was reported to have antifungal and antimicrobial
activity with little cytotoxic activity in mice [63]. In particular, the tropane catuabine B,
63-benzoyloxy-3a-(3,4,5-trimethoxybenzoyloxy), elucidated by De Oliveira et al. (2011) [68], induced
a rise in early apoptosis in cells from 53.0% to 74.8% [63].

3.6. Erythroxylum Suberosum A.St.-Hill., A.Juss and Cambess

E. suberosum is a small and woody shrub popular in Brazil as a medicinal plant. It is claimed to
have anti-diarrhea, astringent, anti-rheumatoid, and anesthetic properties among others. There has
been little research to ascertain the chemistry behind these effects. Nonetheless, Ribeiro et al. 2015 [69]
highlights some of the properties of E. suberosum extracts and suggests the presence of alkaloids,
coumarins, flavonoids, anthocyanins, tannins, and tri-terpenes as causal agents. He also mentions
that the E. suberosum extract displays high antioxidant effects through DPPH reduction, mediated by
the phenolic compounds from this plant [69]. This last claim is confirmed in Barros et al. 2017 [70],
wherein he isolates isoquercitrin, quercetin, catechin, and epicatechin isomers displaying antioxidant
activities. Additionally, extracts from this plant show cytotoxic activity from these compounds in head
and neck cancers, particularly tongue and hypopharynx carcinomas [71].

3.7. Erythroxylum laurifolium Lam.

Found in the Mauricio region in Brazil, this plant is thought to have antidiabetic medicinal
properties. One mechanistic study reported the plant’s inhibitory effect on important carbohydrate
hydrolysis enzymes, including amylase and «-glucosidase. Additionally, the plant’s extracts appear to
trap glucose via its kinetic effect on amylosis. These extracts show stronger medicinal effects if prepared
with methanol rather than water [72]. Ethanol extracts from E. laurifolium inhibit angiotensin enzymes,
an effect used in treating arterial hypertension from heart and kidney failure. The effect is linked to
E. laurifolium’s proanthocyanidins or condensed tannins and flavonoids quercitrin and afzelin [73].
Additionally, its oligomeric and polymeric proanthocyanidins act against the Herpes simplex type I
virus, by disrupting its replication via enzyme inhibition [74]. Similarly, the plant extracts” antimicrobial
activity has been evaluated against Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and
Salmonella typhi. These effects are attributed to the isolated tannins found in E. laurifolium extracts [75].
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4. Erythroxylum coca and E. novogranatense: Coca’s Productive Uses

4.1. Context of Coca’s Uses

Coca’s traditional use as a natural stimulant among native South Americans prompted a boom
in scientific interest during the 19th and early 20th century. This history is extensively researched by
Gootemberg (2008) [76]. This initial scientific interest led to the isolation of cocaine and its derivatives,
the first anesthetics identified by science, contributing to the rise of modern anesthetic-assisted surgery
and pharmaceuticals, as well as the emergence of the soft-beverage industry (including Coca Cola,
which still contains decocainized coca leaf extracts).

Nevertheless, the early 20th century backlash against cocaine, due to its toxicity and potential for
addiction, drove the stigmatization of whole coca [76] and has held back research and development
activity regarding its potential applications. Indeed, legal hurdles, stigma, and conflation with cocaine,
compounded by the lack of awareness regarding coca’s unique characteristics, have impeded research
on whole coca and its non-cocaine components [77,78]. To this day, the science regarding whole coca’s
risk profile and productive applications remains limited, both due to the paucity of research on this
topic and the need to replicate and enhance existing studies [79]. For instance, the available articles
on coca’s physiological and health effects (referenced throughout this section) consist of case studies
rather than clinical trials. This is unsurprising given the obstacles to performing coca research thus
far. That said, traditional medicine, the incipient research available on coca, and the findings from
related Erythroxylum species indicate that there is potential for addressing the coca research gap and
developing coca’s productive applications.

4.2. Whole Coca versus Isolated Cocaine

Coca’s safety profile, due to its cocaine content, is a key consideration when pondering the
development of coca’s productive applications. The Biondich and Joslin (2016) [79] review explores
coca’s safety profile and finds several factors that may contribute to the safety of whole coca leaf
products as compared to the health risks associated with cocaine isolates. First, whole coca leaf
products expose humans to significantly lower cocaine content. Whole leaves average 0.1% to 0.9%
cocaine weight and, typically, traditional coca chewers consume 60 g of leaf over the span of a day,
resulting in gradual, partial absorption of coca’s alkaloids. Secondly, because the cocaine present in
whole leaf is not as readily absorbed as cocaine isolates (particularly, the soluble cocaine hydrochloride
salt), peak cocaine concentrations in the blood are approximately 50 times lower than when cocaine
isolates are consumed. Third, whole coca is believed to contain three endogenous alkaloids, as well as
yield some 17 other alkaloids [80,81], belonging to the tropanes, pyrrolidines, and pyridines. According
to Novak et al. (1984) [82], coca’s other alkaloids are significantly less toxic and active than cocaine
and, based on Rubio et al. (2015) [83], at least some of these are also significantly absorbed. Potentially,
these alkaloids interact with similar receptors as cocaine and may contribute to different, and possibly
milder, pharmacological outcomes.

A topic that has not received significant scientific attention is the pharmacokinetic activity of
whole coca alkaloids. As whole coca’s endogenous cocaine and related alkaloids are not stabilized
as a cocaine salt (i.e., cocaine hydrochloride), whole coca’s endogenous cocaine may react in the
presence of saliva and alkali solutions in the oral mucus. This could result in the partial breakdown of
cocaine into other alkaloids that also contribute to different pharmacological outcomes vis-a-vis cocaine
isolates. Similarly, the presence of other phytochemicals (such as flavonoids) with significant metabolic
activity is poorly documented and their effects and interactions with coca’s other components remains
unexamined in the literature.

Nersesyan et al. (2013) [84] produced a case study of whole coca’s oral cancer risk and found
indications that it was potentially lower than other psychoactive plants used orally. Nersesyan et al.
(2013) [84] detected no nuclear DNA damage resulting from coca use, however, they noted some acute
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cytotoxicity when coca is accompanied with alkaline adjuvants [84]. The extent to which these effects
may or may not increase cancer risk is unknown.

The multiple factors that reduce coca’s risks vis-a-vis isolated cocaine may explain the absence of
reports regarding whole coca harms. The WHO/UNICRI Cocaine Project 1995 [85], which allegedly
reviewed coca and cocaine, could not identify evidence of negative health consequences for coca leaf
chewing or whole coca product formats [85], however, this review went unpublished due to political
pressures and was only recovered for general dissemination after lobbying efforts by civil society
organizations [86]. It should be noted that this WHO project did not conduct extensive epidemiological
research on coca leaf consumption, which remains a gap in the scientific evidence.

4.3. Potential Uses in Contemporary Medicine

The potential value of coca leaf in contemporary medicine is hypothesized based on both traditional
medicine reports and the small number of studies that have managed to overcome the legal constraints,
logistic barriers, and stigma surrounding this plant. As mentioned earlier, the literature is limited
in volume and constitutes a low level of evidence across all of coca’s applications but may indicate
a significant opportunity to use updated techniques exploring hypotheses about coca. Additionally,
more work is needed to explore the molecules and interactions behind the physiological effects
observed (Figure 7). Though coca’s alkaloids may well drive many of the observations, other chemical
families (such as flavonoids) could play an important part as well, however, a full characterization of
coca’s alkaloid and nutrient content with contemporary techniques remains absent and thus hinders
further research studies in this area.

o Dental health:
e Controversy remains on whether coca helps or harms

o Mental health
dental heaith ®Whole coca alkaloids have also been speculated as
helping alleviate the symptoms of depression
e Whole coca has also been proposed as an adjuvant
therapy supporting people with problematic uses of
inhaled and smoked isolated cocaine derivatives
e®Whole coca products may provide ADHD symptom
relief with a lower side-effect profile than commonly
used stimulants

o Traditional medicine associates coca with better gum
health and whiter teeth. Some tentative research indicates
that coca alkaloids can kill bacteria responsible for gingivitis.

o Physical performance (circulatory and endocrine
systems)

@hough the literature remains inconclusive, there are
indications whole coca enhances the ability of the body to
perform exercise, particularly at high altitude, via:

Improved homeostasis of glucose

Suppressed hunger sensation
Improved blood flow (minor blood thinning)
Lower heat loss (via minor vasoconstriction)
®hrough its ability to temporarily suppress hunger, coca
is also speculated as potentially valuable tool in weight
management regimes
emprovement in sexual potency has also been
speculated, through similar causal mechanisms as

o Intestinal tract
o There are indications coca can help treat ulcers

d lesions, spasms and pains, nausea and diarrhea

® Coca’s alkaloids and coca chewing may disrupt the

processes that generate these symptoms, improving
secretions, relaxing digestive muscles and improving
acidity, as well as interrupting negative feedback
loops with the central nervous system

general physical performance

Figure 7. Potential biomedical uses of the coca plant across mental health, dental health, physical
performance, and intestinal tract.

It is worth noting that some of the available research on whole coca does not appear to account for
the challenge that novice coca chewers may encounter in mastering the techniques of traditional coca
consumption. This may limit research participants’ ability to fully realize coca’s effects. Anthropological
reports point out that learning these techniques takes time, even among members of traditional
cultures [16,19]. Future research may require methods or product formats that facilitate product
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adoption to assess the full effects of coca and the variation of these effects among novice and
experienced users.

4.3.1. Coca and Physical Performance: Metabolic and Cardiovascular Effects

Among the areas of interest for contemporary medicine, a key topic explored in the literature has
been coca’s value as a stimulant and its effect on physical performance, which is the application most
akin to coca’s traditional use.

The available literature explores several whole coca effects on the endocrine and vascular systems,
associated with physical performance enhancement. First, there is the presumed increase in glucose
availability, especially during physical exertion [87-92], which may be achieved via coca’s effects on
promoting fatty acid metabolism [93]. Secondly, Weil’s (1981) [22] review identified a subjectively
reported temporary appetite suppression, which may be linked to coca’s promotion of higher glucose
availability. Third, there are hypotheses that coca use is associated with improved blood flow and
reduced heat loss [94,95], possibly connected with mild vasoconstriction, higher hemoglobin levels,
and blood thinning effects [96]. These may stem from coca’s alkaloids atropine-like behavior, that
temporarily reduces the rate of red blood cell production, resulting in lower blood viscosity [97].

Overall, coca’s physical performance effects are relatively mild, but potentially clinically significant.
Biondich and Joslin (2015) [98] and Biondich and Joslin (2016) [79] indicated that coca’s impact on
glucose availability appears to be coca’s most scientifically-validated metabolic effect [93]. They
reported the value of using coca in reducing the symptoms of altitude sickness. The effects on glucose
metabolism may provide a basis for the appetite suppression that Weil (1981) [22] hypothesizes could
support coca’s use in weight management regimes, as well as, potentially, diabetes management.
Coca’s blood thinning effects, speculated in Fuchs (1978) [97], may also contribute to the low incidence
of thrombosis in native Bolivian populations, as noted by Rodriguez (1997) [96]. This would indicate
the potential of coca products for stroke prevention, as long as coca’s vasoconstrictive effects are
properly accounted for and managed.

4.3.2. Coca and Digestive and Oral Health

Weil (1981) [22] reported coca’s digestive health application in traditional Andean medicine, where
it was used for alleviating gastric tract ulcers, lesions, spasms and pains, nausea, and diarrhea. It can be
hypothesized that coca’s tropane alkaloids may employ similar metabolic pathways as hyoscine, with
proven clinical value in managing digestive symptoms. Montesinos (1965) [99] and Weil (1981) [22]
speculated that coca’s anesthetic alkaloids may disrupt the negative feedback loops between the central
nervous system and the digestive tract that generate these symptoms, thereby improving secretions,
relaxing digestive muscles and regulating acidity.

Traditional Andean cultures ascribe positive dental effects to coca, claiming it whitens teeth,
improves gum health, and treats tooth aches, oral infections, and sores [22], however, the potentially
corrosive effect on tooth enamel of the lime often used as an adjuvant in coca chewing may undermine
this effect. Indeed, archeological analysis in Odin (1996) [100] indicates that ancient coca chewing
populations displayed worse dental health than their non-coca chewing counterparts, although other
factors, such as differences in diet, may have played an important role. Initial case studies indicated
that coca extracts kill the main bacteria responsible for gingivitis [101] and has general antiseptic
effects [102]. Less corrosive alkaline adjuvants, such as sodium bicarbonate and calcium carbonate
from ash, are also common in many coca cultures [16] and may prevent dental harm. To settle this
controversy, additional research is required on coca’s composition (especially tooth-staining tannin
content), its antimicrobial effects, and the role of alkaline adjuvants.

4.3.3. Sexual Impotence

Though there is no confirmatory research on coca’s impact on sexual performance, there
are ample anecdotal and documented reports claiming coca’s value for this application [103,104].
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The improvement in sexual performance may be linked to coca’s effect on glucose metabolism, mood,
and blood flow linked to its alkaloid, flavonoid, and nutrient content. In any case, aphrodisiac
properties, such as improved erectile function, have also been claimed for congener species like
E. vacciniifolium [57].

4.3.4. Mental Health and Problematic Drug Use

There are initial proposals for coca’s role in providing tools for several important mental health
conditions. Weil (1981) [22] indicated that coca may act as a fast-acting antidepressant, owing
to the mood-enhancing effects of its main alkaloids. This would imply the potential value of
integrating whole coca products into depression treatment pathways. In terms of attention deficit
and hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), it can be hypothesized that coca may provide analogous clinical
benefits to current treatments available. As whole coca contains several stimulants in the tropane family,
whole coca products and isolated alkaloids could well provide similar outcomes to those achieved
by methylphenidate and amphetamines, which are currently used in ADHD management [105],
however, it may be necessary to determine whether coca and coca alkaloids act on both dopamine and
noradrenaline neuron receptors, which are key targets in the pharmacological treatment of ADHD [106].

Finally, Hurtado Gumucio (1995) [107] reported the potential value in using coca leaf products to
treat addictions to stimulants. This study featured a case study with 50 subjects displaying problematic
use of insufflated cocaine hydrochloride and smoked cocaine sulphates (coca paste). Subjects were
given psychotherapeutic support and whole coca products as part of a harm reduction strategy aimed
at improving participants’ social functionality. The case study indicated significantly higher scores on
social functionality measures after interventions using whole coca products.

4.4. Potential Uses in Nutrition

Several studies have provided insight into coca’s comparatively high nutritional contents [108-110].
Particularly, coca leaf contains significant quantities of protein, carbohydrates, fiber, minerals (especially
calcium, phosphorus, and iron), and vitamins, such as thiamine, riboflavin, and carotene [108,109,111].
When consumed as tea, coca provides minerals such as calcium, magnesium, potassium, iron,
manganese, zinc, phosphorus, copper, sulfur, sodium, and aluminum. Potentially harmful minerals
are found in such low quantities that they do not appear to pose a health risk [110].

Despite coca’s high nutritional density, Penny et al. (2009) [111] questioned coca nutrient
bioavailability, due to the presence of absorption inhibitors common across green vegetables and
leaves like coca. Although research on bioavailability of coca minerals and protein is limited, Collazos,
Uriquieta, and Alvistur (1965) [108], one of the few reported clinical studies, provides an initial basis
for assessing the bioavailability of coca’s vitamins. It found that coca chewing extracted 100% of
thiamine, 37% of riboflavin, and 62% of carotene available in the leaf. Additionally, absorption capacity
can be improved via certain additives. Extrapolating from Hallberg and Huthén (2000) [112], ascorbic
acid can be used as an additive to promote the absorption of plant minerals, such as iron, and this
strategy may be applicable to whole coca-based products.

Although coca’s nutritional contents are insufficient for a whole diet, they may be valuable in
dietary supplementation [109,110]. These may be particularly relevant in traditional and indigenous
communities in South America, where malnutrition remains a concern. To fully establish the potential
of whole coca products as a dietary supplement, it would also be necessary to confirm the low risk of
coca’s alkaloid contents and their effect on nutritional outcomes [111].

4.5. Potential Uses in Agriculture

There are reports of coca’s potential for organic fertilizers, animal feed, and pesticides. The case
for using coca for plant and animal nutrition is based on its high macro- and micronutrient contents,
particularly its significant amounts of vegetable protein. Several rural initiatives for turning coca leaf
into organic fertilizers are mentioned in the media across the Andean region. Coca-based fertilizers are
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proposed as a strategy for rural communities to improve local food production and reduce fertilization
costs [113]. In terms of animal feed, a rodent case study found coca protein to be less nutritious than
cow’s milk protein, but of sufficient quality to provide adequate rodent nutrition [114]. This contrasts
with research cited in Penny et al. (2009) [111], which observed that rodents did not gain sufficient
weight and showed liver abnormalities when offered whole coca-based diets. Further work on coca
animal feed is required to settle the controversy. Finally, Nathanson et al. (1993) [115] claimed coca
alkaloids act as a pesticide with insecticidal effects at naturally-occurring concentrations. This indicates
that coca-based insecticidal sprays may provide crop protection against pests.

4.6. Legality and Development of the Coca Industry in the Andean Region and Beyond

The coca plant and ecgonine-bearing Erythroxylum species are prohibited globally for cultivation,
transformation, and consumption under the UN’s international drug control regime [77], despite their
potential for productive applications. The only exemptions are medical and scientific uses of coca, as
well as decocainized coca leaf extracts (utilized by Coca Cola) [76]. However, the main coca growing
countries, Bolivia, Colombia, and Perd, have invoked international laws guaranteeing indigenous
people their right to defend and promote their cultural practices and have thereby created a space of
legality for coca products [116]. Indeed, fully legal markets for whole coca products have operated
in Bolivia and Peru for decades [117], while in Colombia these markets operate in a more tenuous
grey area [77]. In all three countries, the space of legality coexists alongside eradication and crop
substitution policies targeting coca farmers and aimed at curtailing coca cultivation for the trade in
illicit cocaine. The legitimacy of these policies is questioned, as they are associated with exacerbating
violence and causing social, public health, and environmental harms. These policies are also considered
ineffective, as they focus a disproportionate amount of resources on the least lucrative and most readily
replaceable section of the illicit cocaine supply chain [118].

Despite the legal barriers, numerous formal and informal companies have emerged across the
Andean region selling whole coca products, across food and personal care categories. These are
registered by or operate through government agencies in Pert and Bolivia [12,117,119] or are licensed
via indigenous authorities in Colombia [77]. In terms of food products, coca is sold as whole dried leaf,
pulverized leaf, or as an infusion. It is also used as an ingredient in soft drinks, alcoholic beverages,
breads, pastries, and confectionery (including coca chocolates and sweets). There are also a variety of
personal care products, such toothpastes, gels and ointments in which coca is used as an ingredient.

Licit and illicit coca market data are patchy, however, the data available indicate coca represents
a significant agricultural market that impacts a sizeable population. The United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime reported the 2017 coca crop in the Andean region covered 245,500 hectares [120]. On
the basis of Colombian and Peruvian data [121], lot sizes per coca-growing household are estimated at
roughly one hectare. This means that perhaps a quarter of a million households across the Andean
region are engaged in coca farming. The UNODC estimated that the total 2017 Andean coca crop
yielded about one million metric tons of leaf. With average leaf prices per kilo of about USD 2, the coca
harvest in the Andean region generated some USD 2 billion in revenue (UNODC 2019) [120]. This is
significant for the region’s agricultural economies. In Bolivia alone, for instance, the coca harvest is
estimated at USD 375 to 461 million and may represent 8% to 10% of its agricultural gross domestic
product [122].

Much coca leaf today is processed into illicit cocaine. In Perd, it is estimated that over 90% of
coca harvested is directed into the illicit market [12]. In Colombia, the share of the illicit market is
likely even higher, as its traditional coca consuming population is thought to be vastly smaller than
either Perud’s or Bolivia’s. In contrast, the data available for Bolivia indicate a smaller share of the illicit
cocaine market there, as 19,000 tons of Bolivia’s coca leaf is said to be used for traditional consumption
out of a total 35,500 to 44,200 metric tons produced [122].

Once the coca leaf from across the Andean region is processed into cocaine, it yields nearly 2000
metric tons [120], estimated to reach a global black market value of USD 94 to 143 billion once it is
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shipped around the world [123]. This represents an enormous source of illicit profits linked to crime,
violence, and environmental degradation in the Andean region and beyond.

Increasing the research and innovation of coca’s applications could, therefore, constitute
a high-impact social, economic, and environmental opportunity. For instance, if the evidence of
coca’s safety could be scientifically established, it would be viable to strengthen and extend legal
supply chains for coca products both in the Andean region and internationally. Indeed, scientific
research and innovation on nutritional, medicinal, and agricultural coca products could help coca
compete as a less harmful alternative to current illicit stimulants, while increasing the size of coca’s
legal market opportunity. Overall, this would help divert money away from the illicit drug trade,
while generating legal economic options for coca farmers.

5. Inclusive and Equitable Research and Commercialization of Erythroxylum Species

To advance the coca research agenda, it is important to note that the main coca growing countries,
Bolivia, Colombia, and Perd, are all party to the 2010 Nagoya Protocol. This international legal
framework sets out to prevent undue appropriation and exploitation of cultural and genetic resources,
while attempting to ensure benefits are fairly distributed among stakeholders, particularly, indigenous
and traditional small farmer communities from which they are derived [124]. Each country has laid
out its own approaches to comply with the Nagoya Protocol commitments, including community
consultation mechanisms, collective branding, and appellation of origin, among others. In addition to
legal compliance, there are ethical considerations in ensuring indigenous and small farmer communities
stand to gain significantly from coca research activities. Not only have these communities experienced
a disproportionate amount of the burden created by the policies against coca cultivation [118], but
they have also safeguarded coca cultural knowledge and practices [76], making it possible for science
to continue conducting research on these plants. It is, therefore, both a legal and ethical priority for
research and commercialization models involving species in the genus Erythroxylum to enable the
active participation, leadership, and fair benefit sharing of indigenous and farmer communities.

6. Tropane Alkaloid Biosynthesis in E. coca

Early research into the pharmaceutically active components of the coca leaf began in the mid
1800s with the first description and crystallization of cocaine [125]. The original pioneering research in
tropane alkaloid biosynthesis was performed by the chemist Edward Leete, starting in the early 1960s.
During this early period, the main methods used to elucidate intermediates in the biosynthetic pathway
relied upon the use of feeding radiolabeled potential precursors to whole plants, followed by chemical
degradation analyses [126,127]. In a variety of tropane producing plants, [2-'4C] ornithine feeding has
produced conflicting results. A symmetrical incorporation of ornithine is reported for Erythroxylum coca,
whereas unsymmetrical incorporation is evident in solanaceous plants [128-132]. Ornithine and
arginine are converted into putrescine directly by either ornithine decarboxylase or indirectly by
arginine decarboxylase, agmatine iminohydrolase, and N-carbamoylputrescine amidohydrolase,
respectively [133]. Remote isotope labelling of N-methylputrescine shows stereoselective incorporation
into the first ring in both E. coca and multiple species from the Solanaceae [134,135]. The committed step
in tropane alkaloid biosynthesis in solanaceous plants is the formation of N-methylputrescine catalyzed
by an S-adenosyl-L-methionine (SAM) dependent methyltransferase. The responsible enzyme was
first isolated from tobacco [136] and other orthologs have been isolated from both the Solanaceae
and the Convolvulaceae [137,138]. The [6-14C] spermidine feeding to solanaceous plants led to the
symmetrical distribution of radioactivity of the first ring, however, no further experiments were
performed that investigated spermidine as the main polyamine involved [139]. The first ring closure
occurs spontaneously from 4-methylaminobutanal to form the N-methyl-A!-pyrrolinium cation [140].
This ring structure was shown to be incorporated into the final bicyclic alkaloid cocaine by feeding
labeled [2-'4C]-1-methyl-Al-pyrrolinium chloride and [1-*C, 14C, 1°N]-4methylaminobutanal diethyl
acetate to intact E. coca plants [141].
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Many hypotheses have been formed as to the origins of the second ring closure in tropane alkaloids.
For many years, the compound hygrine was thought to be a direct intermediate based on feeding studies,
but more recent studies using stable isotopes demonstrate that previous results are artifactual [142-144].
In solanaceous plants the best incorporation into the second ring has been achieved from racemic ethyl
[2,3-13C,]-4-(N-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-3-oxobutaboate [142,145]. Further evidence is demonstrated by
the feeding of methyl (RS)-[1,2-13C,,1-14C]-4-(1-methyl-2pyrrolidinyl)-3-oxobutanoate to the leaves of
Erythroxylum coca [146]. This strongly implicates the involvement of acetate derived metabolites in the
formation of the second ring in tropane alkaloids.

Historically, the sole sources of data regarding enzymes involved in tropane alkaloid biosynthesis
were derived from studies of members in the Solanaceae, however, a recent report has identified and
characterized ornithine and arginine decarboxylases in Erythroxylum coca. The catalytic activity of ODC
was confirmed through a yeast ODC deficient spelA mutant complementation with ECODC. The spelA
mutant transformed with EcCODC showed 80 times more spermidine than the untransformed spelA
mutant [50]. The committed step in tropane alkaloid biosynthesis is thought to be the formation
of N-methylputrescine catalyzed by an S-adenosyl-L-methionine (SAM) dependent putrescine
methyltransferase (PMT). Oxidative deamination of N-methylputrescine by methylputrescine oxidase
(MPO) gives rise to a reactive intermediate (4-methylaminobutanal) which is thought to spontaneously
cyclize, generating a five-membered ring, the N-methyl-A!-pyrrolinium cation. In solanaceous species,
the MPO belongs to a copper-dependent class of diamine oxidases [147,148].

To date, there have not been any reported ring closure enzymes characterized for tropane
alkaloids in Erythroxylum coca, however, in Atropa belladonna, the formation of the tropane ring
is catalyzed by two enzymes. First, a non-canonical type III polyketide synthase (AbPYKS)
utilizes the N-methyl-Al-pyrrolinium cation as a starter substrate and undergoes two rounds of
malonyl-CoA-mediated chain elongation to yield 4-(1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-3-oxobutanoic acid. Then
the 4-(1-methyl-2-pyrrolidinyl)-2-oxobutanoic acid undergoes a cyclization reaction mediated by
tropinone synthase (AbCYP82M3), a cytochrome p450 enzyme to form tropinone [149]. The tropane
biosynthetic pathway in coca differs from the pathway in solanaceous plants in that the decarboxylation
at the 2-position does not occur and instead the carboxy group is methyl esterified to form
2-carboxymethyl-3-tropinone (methylecgonone). No information regarding the protection and retention
of this function is available, however, the discovery of methyl salicylate in the essential oil of coca
leaves suggests that carboxymethyl transferases are active in this tissue [150]. It is clear, however, that
formation of this second ring results in the production of a bicyclic alkaloid containing an «-keto group
at position C-3. While the biosynthetic pathway of tropane alkaloids in E. coca has varied from A.
belladonna it would be reasonable for homologous enzymatic reactions to be shared in the formation of
the tropane alkaloid backbone.

Reduction of the keto group is catalyzed by a member of the aldo-keto reductase family in E. coca
which is in contrast with the use of a short chain dehydrogenase/reductase enzyme used by members
of the Solanaceae [138,151]. This finding supports the theory that the ability to produce tropane
alkaloids has evolved more than once during the evolution of the angiosperms [127]. Methylecgonone
reductase (MecgoR) transcript levels and enzyme activity were analyzed and found to be highest
in the young leaves. Immunolocalization experiments show that MecgoR is mainly localized in the
palisade and spongy mesophyll tissue of leaves and sepals [151]. Methylecgonone is reduced at the
C-3 position to yield methylecgonine. MecgoR is believed to be stereospecific in its reduction of
the ketone, yielding exclusively the 3-hydroxy isomer. In fact, attempts to use tropine (containing
the «-OH) as a substrate in the reverse reaction were unsuccessful. The free 3-hydroxy moiety is
esterified via a BAHD acyltranferase known as cocaine synthase. This enzyme uses benzoyl CoA as
the acyl donor and results in the formation of a benzoyl ester at the C-3 position yielding the final
product benzoylmethylecgonine [51]. Cocaine synthase is also capable of using a multitude of alternate
acyl-CoA donors, providing an explanation for the presence of alternative tropane alkaloid esters in
coca leaves [152,153]. This includes the use of cinnamoyl-CoA to produce the compound cinnamoyl
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cocaine, a metabolite that can be present at higher levels than cocaine under certain developmental
conditions [154]. Immunolocalization of cocaine synthase and cocaine were found to have the highest
levels in the palisade layer, however, enzyme and product were also detected at lower levels in the
spongy mesophyll and in the upper and lower epidermis [51]. The theoretical tropane alkaloid pathway
is presented in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. The theoretical tropane alkaloid biosynthetic pathway in E. coca. The name of each enzyme,
along with their respective acronyms, and corresponding GenBank accession numbers are described.
Enzymes with GenBank accession numbers have been reported and characterized. Enzymes without
GenBank accession numbers have not yet been described in E. coca. The following enzymes are depicted
in the figure above: Arginase, arginine decarboxylase (ADC) (accession no. JF909553), ornithine
decarboxylase (ODC) (accession no. JF909554), agmatine iminohydrolase AIH, N-carbamoylputrescine
amidohydrolase (NCPAH), putrescine methyltransferase (PMT), N-methylputrescine oxidase (MPO),
pyrrolidine ketide synthase (PYKS), cytochrome p450 (p450), methylecgonone reductase (MecgoR)
(accession no. GU562618), and cocaine synthase (CS) (accession no. KC140149).

Current molecular data on tropane alkaloid biosynthesis in Erythroxylum coca is limited as
compared with other known tropane alkaloid producing species [155]. In Erythroxylum coca,
cocaine and cinnamoylcocaine are stored in the vacuoles of the plants and are complexed with
hydroxycinnamoyl quinate esters (HQAs). Chlorogenic acid is the main hydroxycinnamoyl quinate
ester responsible for complexing with cocaine and cinnamoylcocaine in the vacuole. A BAHD
acyltransferase enzyme (EcHQT) was characterized as the final enzymatic step of hydroxycinnamoyl
quinate ester biosynthesis [156].

Plant tissue cultures are useful for biotechnological applications to investigate specialized
metabolite pathways due to their facile and scalable nature. Calli tissue cultures are advantageous
because, once properly established, they can be maintained indefinitely on solid gel medium by
regularly transferring the calli to fresh medium [157]. E. coca calli cultures are important to study
compounds that can influence and elicit any changes in tropane alkaloid biosynthesis. It has been
demonstrated that E. coca calli cultures produce cocaine and can be influenced by the type of media the
calli tissues are cultivated on, however, known chemical elicitors such as salicylic acid or coronalon
had no significant effect on increasing the amount of tropane alkaloids. E. coca calli tissue cultures
are useful tools to aid in gene discovery and identify unknown enzymatic reactions via stable isotope
feeding of known precursors [158].
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7. Perspectives

This new look at the Erythroxylum genus and its phytochemicals reveals a mostly untapped,
potentially vast interdisciplinary research opportunity that could result in transformative social and
economic outcomes. To begin with, Erythroxylum species could benefit from the rapid pace of technology
development in omics research. This may clarify the evolutionary history and domestication process
of species with high cultural significance, while assisting the development of new pharmaceutical,
phytotherapeutic, nutritional, and industrial products. For instance, ongoing molecular studies using
Erythroxylum coca and other relatives are yielding novel genes and enzymes that differ from the
previously characterized solanaceous sequences. The potential to modularize these enzymes for
metabolic engineering projects shows great promise. Already, studies incorporating both E. coca and
solanaceous tropane pathway enzymes have been used together in yeast and bacteria to produce the
simple tropanes tropine and pseudotropine [159]. Another study also combined several structural genes
from both coca and solanaceous species to produce the compound cinnamoyltropine [160]. Indeed,
key intermediates such as the N-methyl-Al-pyrrolinium cation have been made in microorganisms
suggesting a new system for the manipulation and combination of novel sequences for the purposes of
drug design and rapid screening of novel alkaloids [161]. The discovery of convergent evolution in
tropane biosynthetic pathways between the Erythroxylaceae and Solanaceae can provide insights into
the building blocks of specialized metabolic pathways and how evolutionary pressures have harnessed
these blocks to expand chemical diversity in living organisms.

Omics and molecular investigations could be complemented with applied research regarding
the safety and value of nutritional, medical, and industrial applications based on coca and other
Erythroxylum species. A main priority for this research should be the establishment and publicly
available release of whole and diverse genomic data from members of the genus, as well as more detailed
metabolomic databases both untargeted and targeted towards critical classes of compounds. These
resources would then provide a basis for clinical research on coca-derived nutritional, phytotherapeutic
and pharmacological metabolites and could help generate novel tools to address pressing public
health challenges, such as stimulant addiction, depression, obesity, and malnutrition. Furthermore,
these innovations could help strengthen the case for establishing (or strengthening) legal markets for
controlled plants like E. coca and E. novogranatense. This could eventually help shrink the illicit drug
trade and its negative effects, while providing licit economic opportunities for populations that are still
experiencing the consequences of both illicit markets and harmful drug policies.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, D.A.R,, E.S., and ].C.D’A; evolution and history, O.A.].-M. and LEC.-B.;
bio-prospecting and pharmacology, E.S. and J.A.S.; medical, nutritional and agricultural uses of coca plant, D.A.R.,
PZ., and S.R.-S.; making and editing of the figures, B.G.C., ].C.D’A., and E.S.; writing—original draft preparation,
D.AR,ES, O.A]-M, LEC.-B,SR.-S5,PZ,]J.AS., B.G.C,and ].C.D’A,; writing—review and editing, D.A.R,, E.S.,
and J.C.D’A.

Funding: This research was funded by startup funds to J.C.D. by the Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop
Plant Research (IPK), Gatersleben. We want to give a special thanks to Centro de Estudios sobre Seguridad y
Drogas, University of Los Andes, for the funds for financing the project “Gendmica poblacional de la domesticacién
de Erythroxylum coca y E. novogranatense” and to the Vice President of Research and Creation, University of Los
Andes for the financial help with “Coca genomics: towards deciphering Erythroxylum coca genome in Colombia”.

Acknowledgments: We thank agricultural engineer Miguel Tunjano for his logistic support.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Mishra, B.B.; Tiwari, V.K. Natural Products: An Evolving Role In Future Drug Discovery. Eur. |. Med. Chem.
2011, 46, 4769-4807. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Veeresham, C. Natural Products Derived From Plants As A Source Of Drugs. J. Adv Pharm. Technol. Res.
2012, 3, 200-201. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejmech.2011.07.057
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21889825
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/2231-4040.104709
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23378939

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 21 of 27

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Davalos, E. New Answers To An Old Problem: Social Investment And Coca Crops In Colombia. Int. J. Drug
Policy. 2016, 31, 121-130. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Metaal, P. Coca in Debate: The Contradiction and Conflict Between the UN Drug Conventions and the Real
World. In Prohibition, Religious Freedom, and Human Rights: Regulating Traditional Drug Use; Labate, B.C.,
Cavnar, C., Eds.; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2014; ISBN 978-3-642-40957-8.

Grisaffi, T. Social Control in Bolivia: A Humane Alternative to the Forced Eradication of Coca Crops. In
Drug Policies and the Politics of Drugs in the Americas; Springer: New York, NY, USA, 2016; pp. 149-166.
Plowman, T.; Hensold, N. Names, Types, And Distribution Of Neotropical Species Of Erythroxylum
(Erythroxylaceae). Brittonia 2004, 56, 1-53. [CrossRef]

Plowman, T. Coca Chewing And The Botanical Origins Of Coca (Erythroxylum spp.). In Proceedings of the
Coca and Cocaine: Effects on People and Policy in Latin America; Stark, J., Pacini, D., Franquemont, C., Eds.;
Cultural Survival, Inc. and LASP (Cornell University): Cambridge, MA, USA, 1986; Volume 30, p. 235.
Dillehay, T.D.; Rossen, J.; Ugent, D.; Karathanasis, A.; Vasquez, V.; Netherly, PJ. Early Holocene Coca
Chewing In Northern Peru. Antiquity 2010, 84, 939-953. [CrossRef]

Plowman, T. The Ethnobotany Of Coca (Erythroxylum spp., Erythroxylaceae). Repos. Inst. CEDRO 1984.
Ministerio de Gobierno de Bolivia - Consejo Nacional de Lucha contra el Trafico Ilicito de Drogas (CONALTID).
Estudio integral de la demanda de la hoja de coca en Bolivia. In Proceedings of the Quincuagésimo Quinto
Periodo Ordinario de Sesiones. Symposium conducted at the meeting of Comisiéon Interamericana para el
Control del Abuso de Drogas (CICAD), Washington, DC, USA, 28 May 2014; Washington, DC, USA.
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI). Andlisis de los Resultados de la Encuesta Hogares Sobre
Demanda de la Hoja de Coca 2013; INEI: Lima, Peru, 2015.

Garcia-Yij, J. Social Control And As Supply-Side Harm Reduction Strategies. The Case Of An Indigenous
Community In Peru. Rev. Iberoam. Estud. Desarro. Iberoam. |. Dev. Stud. 2014, 3, 58-82. [CrossRef]
Johnson, E.L. Alkaloid Content In Erythroxylum Coca Tissue During Reproductive Development.
Phytochemistry 1996, 42, 35-38. [CrossRef]

Plowman, T.; Rivier, L. Cocaine and Cinnamoylcocaine Content of Erythroxylum Species. Ann. Bot. 1983, 51,
641-659. [CrossRef]

Acock, M.C,; Lydon, J.; Johnson, E.; Collins, R. Effects Of Temperature And Light Levels On Leaf Yield And
Cocaine Content In Two Erythroxylum Species. Ann. Bot. 1996, 78, 49-53. [CrossRef]

Henman, A. Mamacoca (Un Studio Complete De La Coca); Juan Gutenborg: Lima, Peru, 2005.

Schultes, R. Coca In The Northwest Amazon. In Botanical Museum Leaflets; Harvard University Herbaria:
Cambridge, MA, USA, 1980; Volume 28, pp. 47-60.

Burchard, R. Chewing C: A New Perspective. Cannabis Cult. 1975, 463-484.

Allen, C.J. To Be Quechua: The Symbolism Of Coca Chewing In Highland Peru. Am. Ethnol. 1981, 8, 157-171.
[CrossRef]

Echeverri, J.A.; Pereira, E. Amazonica. In O uso ritual das plantas de poder; Labate, B., Goulart, S., Eds.;
Mercado de Letras/FAPESP: Campinas, Brasil, 2005; pp. 117-185.

Allen, C.J. The Hold Life Has: Coca And Cultural Identity In An. Andean Community; Smithsonian Institution:
Lima, Peru, 2002; ISBN 1-58834-359-6.

Weil, A.T. The Therapeutic Value Of Coca In Contemporary Medicine. J. Ethnopharmacol. 1981, 3, 367-376.
[CrossRef]

The Angiosperm Phylogeny Group* An Update Of The Angiosperm Phylogeny Group Classification For
The Orders And Families Of Flowering Plants: APG II. Bot. |. Linn. Soc. 2003, 141, 399-436. [CrossRef]
Matthews, M.L.; Endress, PK. Comparative Floral Structure And Systematics In Rhizophoraceae,
Erythroxylaceae And The Potentially Related Ctenolophonaceae, Linaceae, Irvingiaceae And Caryocaraceae
(Malpighiales). Bot. J. Linn. Soc. 2011, 166, 331-416. [CrossRef]

Dahlgren, R M.T. Rhizophoraceae and Anisophylleaceae: Summary Statement, Relationships. Ann. Mo. Bot.
Gard. 1988, 75, 1259-1277. [CrossRef]

Schwarzbach, A.E.; Ricklefs, R.E. Systematic Affinities Of Rhizophoraceae And Anisophylleaceae, And
Intergeneric Relationships Within Rhizophoraceae, Based On Chloroplast DNA, Nuclear Ribosomal DNA,
And Morphology. Am. . Bot. 2000, 87, 547-564. [CrossRef]

Islam, M. Tracing The Evolutionary History Of Coca (Erythroxylum). Ph.D. Thesis, University of Colorado,
Boulder, CO, USA, 2011.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.02.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26971203
http://dx.doi.org/10.1663/0007-196X(2004)056[0001:NTADON]2.0.CO;2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0003598X00067004
http://dx.doi.org/10.26754/ojs_ried/ijds.69
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0031-9422(96)00864-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.aob.a086511
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/anbo.1996.0094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/ae.1981.8.1.02a00100
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-8741(81)90064-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1095-8339.2003.t01-1-00158.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8339.2011.01162.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2399285
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2656599

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 22 of 27

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.
45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

White, D.M; Islam, M.B.; Mason-Gamer, R.J. Phylogenetic Inference In Section Archerythroxylum Informs
Taxonomy, Biogeography, And The Domestication Of Coca (Erythroxylum Species). Am. ]. Bot. 2019, 106,
154-165. [CrossRef]

Schulz, O.E. Erythroxylaceae; Engelmann: Wiesloch, Germany, 1907; Volume 29.

Jara Murioz, O.A. El Complejo Erythroxylum macrophyllum (Erythroxylaceae): Delimitacion Taxonémica Y
Posicién Filogenética. Universidad Nacional de Colombia: Bogota, Colombia, 2011.

Loiola, M.LB. Revisio Taxonémica De Erythroxylum, P. Browne Sect. Rhabdophyllum, O.E. Schulz (Erythroxylaceae
Kunth); Herbarium Senckenbergianum: Frankfurt am Main, Germany, 2006.

Rury, PM. Systematic Anatomy Of Erythroxylum, P. Browne: Practical And Evolutionary Implications For
The Cultivated Cocas. J. Ethnopharmacol. 1981, 3, 229-263. [CrossRef]

Bohm, B.A.; Ganders, F.R.; Plowman, T. Biosystematics and Evolution of Cultivated Coca (Erythroxylaceae).
Syst. Bot. 1982, 7, 121-133. [CrossRef]

Darwin, C. The Different Forms Of Flowers On Plants Of The Same Species; John Murray: London, UK, 1877.
Ganders, FR. Heterostyly in Erythroxylum coca (Erythroxylaceae). Bot. |. Linn. Soc. 1979, 78, 11-20. [CrossRef]
Ruiz-zapata, T.; Kalin-Arroyo, M. Plant Reproductive Ecology of a Secondary Deciduous Tropical Forest in.
Biotropica 1978, 10, 221-230. [CrossRef]

Kalin-Arroyo, M.; Cabrera, E. Preliminary Self Incompatibility Tests For Some Tropical Cloud Forest Species
In Venezuela. Incompat. Newsl. 1977, 8.

Cuevas, E.; Molina-Freaner, F; Eguiarte, L.E.; Dominguez, C.A. Patterns Of Male Sterility Within And
Among Populations Of The Distylous Shrub Erythroxylum havanense (Erythroxylaceae). Plant. Ecol. 2005, 176,
165-172. [CrossRef]

Dominguez, C.A.; Avila-Sakar, G.; Vazquez-Santana, S.; Marquez-GuzmaN, J. Morph-Biased Male Sterility
In The Tropical Distylous Shrub Erythroxylum havanense (Erythroxylaceae). Am. J. Bot. 1997, 84, 626-632.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Rosas, F.; Dominguez, C.A. Male Sterility, Fitness Gain Curves And The Evolution Of Gender Specialization
From Distyly In Erythroxylum havanense. |. Evol. Biol. 2009, 22, 50-59. [CrossRef]

Berry, PE.; Tober, H.; Gomez, ]J. Agamospermy And The Loss Of Distyly In Erythroxylum undulatum
(Erythroxylaceae) From Northern Venezuela. Am. . Bot. 1991, 78, 595-600. [CrossRef]

Emche, S.D.; Zhang, D.; Islam, M.B.; Bailey, B.A.; Meinhardt, L.W. AFLP Phylogeny of 36 Erythroxylum
Species. Trop. Plant. Biol. 2011, 4, 126-133. [CrossRef]

Johnson, E.L.; Zhang, D.; Emche, S.D. Inter- and Intra-specific Variation among Five Erythroxylum Taxa
Assessed by AFLP. Ann. Bot. 2005, 95, 601-608. [CrossRef]

Plowman, T. The Identity Of Amazonian And Trujillo Coca. Bot. Mus. Leafl. Harv. Univ. 1979, 27, 45-68.
Plowman, T. The Identification Of Coca (Erythroxylum Species): 1860-1910. Bot. ]. Linn. Soc. 1982, 84,
329-353. [CrossRef]

Johnson, E.L.; Schmidt, W.E,; Emche, S.D.; Mossoba, M.M.; Musser, S.M. Kaempferol (Rhamnosyl) Glucoside,
A New Flavonol From Erythroxylum coca var. ipadu. Biochem. Syst. Ecol. 2003, 31, 59-67. [CrossRef]
Johnson, E.L.; Emche, S.D. Variation of Alkaloid Content in Erythroxylum coca Leaves from Leaf Bud to Leaf
Drop. Ann. Bot. 1994, 73, 645-650. [CrossRef]

Johnson, E.L.; Schmidt, W.E.; Norman, H.A. Leaf Flavonoids as Chemotaxonomic Markers for Two
Erythroxylum Taxa. Z. Fiir Naturforschung C 1997, 52, 577-585. [CrossRef]

Johnson, E.L.; Schmidt, W.E; Norman, H.A. Flavonoids As Markers For Erythroxylum Taxa: E. coca var. ipadu
and E. novogranatense var. truxillense. Biochem. Syst. Ecol. 1998, 26, 743-759. [CrossRef]

Docimo, T.; Reichelt, M.; Schneider, B.; Kai, M.; Kunert, G.; Gershenzon, J.; D’Auria, J.C. The First Step
In The Biosynthesis Of Cocaine In Erythroxylum coca: The Characterization Of Arginine And Ornithine
Decarboxylases. Plant. Mol. Biol. 2012, 78, 599-615. [CrossRef]

Schmidt, G.W.; Jirschitzka, J.; Porta, T.; Reichelt, M.; Luck, K.; Torre, ].C.P; Dolke, E; Varesio, E.;
Hopfgartner, G.; Gershenzon, J.; et al. The Last Step in Cocaine Biosynthesis Is Catalyzed by a BAHD
Acyltransferase. Plant. Physiol. 2015, 167, 89-101. [CrossRef]

Davey, ].W.; Blaxter, M.L. RADseq: Next-Generation Population Genetics. Brief. Funct. Genomics 2010, 9,
416-423. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ajb2.1224
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-8741(81)90056-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2418321
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8339.1979.tb02182.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2387907
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11258-004-0057-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2445899
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21708615
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1420-9101.2008.01618.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/j.1537-2197.1991.tb12583.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12042-011-9070-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/aob/mci062
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8339.1982.tb00368.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0305-1978(02)00071-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/anbo.1994.1081
http://dx.doi.org/10.1515/znc-1997-9-1004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0305-1978(98)00042-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11103-012-9886-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1104/pp.114.248187
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/bfgp/elq031

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 23 of 27

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

Davey, ] W.; Hohenlohe, P.A ; Etter, P.D.; Boone, ].Q.; Catchen, ].M.; Blaxter, M.L. Genome-Wide Genetic
Marker Discovery And Genotyping Using Next-Generation Sequencing. Nat. Rev. Genet. 2011, 12, 499-510.
[CrossRef]

Andrews, K.R.; Luikart, G. Recent Novel Approaches For Population Genomics Data Analysis. Mol. Ecol.
2014, 23, 1661-1667. [CrossRef]

Van Bakel, H; Stout, ].M.; Cote, A.G.; Tallon, C.M.; Sharpe, A.G.; Hughes, T.R.; Page, J.E. The Draft Genome
And Transcriptome Of Cannabis sativa. Genome Biol. 2011, 12, R102. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Laverty, K.U.; Stout, ].M.; Sullivan, M.]J.; Shah, H.; Gill, N.; Holbrook, L.; Deikus, G.; Sebra, R.; Hughes, T.R.;
Page, J.E.; et al. A Physical And Genetic Map Of Cannabis sativa Identifies Extensive Rearrangements At The
THC/CBD acid Synthase Loci. Genome Res. 2019, 29, 146-156. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Zanolari, B.; Guilet, D.; Marston, A.; Queiroz, E.F,; de, Q.; Paulo, M.; Hostettmann, K. Tropane Alkaloids
From The Bark Of Erythroxylum vacciniifolium. J. Nat. Prod. 2003, 66, 497-502. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Graf, E.; Lude, W. Alkaloide aus Erythroxylum vacciniifolium Martius, 2. Mitt. Strukturaufkldrung von
Catuabin, A., Bund C. Arch. Pharm. 1978, 311, 139-152. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Manabe, H.; Sakagami, H.; Ishizone, H.; Kusano, H.; Fujimaki, M.; Wada, C.; Komatsu, N.; Nakashima, H.;
Murakami, T.; Yamamoto, N. Effects Of Catuaba Extracts On Microbial and HIV Infection. Vivo Athens Greece
1992, 6, 161-165.

Satoh, M.; Satoh, Y.; Fujimoto, Y. Cytotoxic Constituents From Erythroxylum catuaba Isolation And Cytotoxic
Activities Of Cinchonain. Nat. Med. 2000, 54, 97-100.

Coriolano de Oliveira, E.; Alves Soares Cruz, R.; de Mello Amorim, N.; Guerra Santos, M.; Carlos Simas
Pereira Junior, L.; Flores Sanchez, E.; Pinho Fernandes, C.; Garrett, R.; Machado Rocha, L.; Lopes Fuly, A.
Protective Effect Of The Plant Extracts Of Erythroxylum Sp. Against Toxic Effects Induced By The Venom Of
Lachesis Muta Snake. Molecules 2016, 21, 1350. [CrossRef]

Chin, Y.-W.; Jones, W.P.; Waybright, T.J.; McCloud, T.G.; Rasoanaivo, P.; Cragg, G.M.; Cassady, ].M.;
Kinghorn, A.D. Tropane Aromatic Ester Alkaloids From A Large-Scale Re-Collection Of Erythroxylum pervillei
Stem Bark Obtained In Madagascar. J. Nat. Prod. 2006, 69, 414-417. [CrossRef]

Aguiar, ].S.; Aratjo, R.O.; do Desterro Rodrigues, M.; Sena, K.X.; Batista, A.M.; Guerra, M.M.; Oliveira, S.L.;
Tavares, ].E,; Silva, M.S.; Nascimento, S.C. Antimicrobial, Antiproliferative And Proapoptotic Activities Of
Extract, Fractions And Isolated Compounds From The Stem Of Erythroxylum caatingae Plowman. Int. . Mol.
Sci. 2012, 13, 4124-4140. [CrossRef]

Silva, G.L.; Cui, B.; Chavez, D.; You, M.; Chai, H.-B.; Rasoanaivo, P; Lynn, S.M.; O’Neill, M.].; Lewis, ].A.;
Besterman, ].M. Modulation of the Multidrug-Resistance Phenotype by New Tropane Alkaloid Aromatic
Esters from Erythroxylum pervillei. |. Nat. Prod. 2001, 64, 1514-1520. [CrossRef]

Mahomoodally, M.E,; Gurib-Fakim, A.; Subratty, A.H. Antimicrobial Activities And Phytochemical Profiles
Of Endemic Medicinal Plants Of Mauritius. Pharm. Biol. 2005, 43, 237-242. [CrossRef]

Mahomoodally, M.E,; Fakim, A .-G.; Subratty, A.H. Effects Of Erythroxylum macrocarpum (Erythroxylaceae),
An Endemic Medicinal Plant Of Mauritius, On The Transport Of Monosaccharide, Amino Acid And Fluid
Across Rat Everted Intestinal Sacs in vitro. . Cell Mol. Biol. 2005, 4, 93-98.

Al-said, M.S.; Evans, W.C.; Grout, R.J. Alkaloids of Erythroxylum macrocarpum and E. sideroxyloides.
Phytochemistry 1986, 25, 851-853. [CrossRef]

De Oliveira, S.L.; Tavares, J.E; Branco, M.V.S.C.; Lucena, H.ES.; Barbosa-Filho, ] M.; de Agra, M.F,; do
Nascimento, S.C.; dos Aguiar, J.S.; da Silva, T.G.; de Simone, C.A.; et al. Tropane Alkaloids from Erythroxylum
caatingae Plowman. Chem. Biodivers. 2011, 8, 155-165. [CrossRef]

Ribeiro, G.; de Amorim, L.L.; Guimaraes, S.S. Antioxidant Activity and Phytochemical Screening of Extracts
of Erythroxylum suberosum A. St.-Hil (Erythroxylaceae). Res. |. Phytochem. 2015, 9, 68-78.

De Barros, IM.C.; Leite, B.H.; Leite, C.F.; Fagg, C.W.; Gomes, S.M.; Resck, LS.; Fonseca-Bazzo, Y.M.;
Magalhaes, P.O.; Silveira, D. Chemical Composition And Antioxidant Activity Of Extracts From Erythroxylum
suberosum A. St. Hil. leaves. J. Appl. Pharm. Sci. 2017, 7, 088—-094.

Macedo, T.B.; Elias, S.T.; Torres, H.M.; Yamamoto-Silva, EP; Silveira, D.; Magalhaes, P.O.; Lofrano-Porto, A.;
Guerra, E.N,; Silva, M.A.G. Cytotoxic Effect Of Erythroxylum suberosum combined With Radiotherapy In
Head And Neck Cancer Cell Lines. Braz. Dent. J. 2016, 27, 108-112. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrg3012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/mec.12686
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/gb-2011-12-10-r102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22014239
http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/gr.242594.118
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30409771
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/np020512m
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12713400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ardp.19783110211
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/646590
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules21101350
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/np050366v
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms13044124
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/np010295+
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13880200590928825
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0031-9422(86)80015-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cbdv.200900400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/0103-6440201600014

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 24 of 27

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

Picot, C.; Subratty, A.H.; Mahomoodally, M.F. Inhibitory Potential Of Five Traditionally Used Native
Antidiabetic Medicinal Plants On A-Amylase, A-Glucosidase, Glucose Entrapment, And Amylolysis Kinetics
in vitro. Adv. Pharmacol. Sci. 2014, 2014.

Hansen, K.; Adsersen, A.; Smitt, UW.; Nyman, U.; Christensen, S.B.; Schwartner, C.; Wagner, H. Angiotensin
Converting Enzyme (ACE) Inhibitory Flavonoids From Erythroxylum laurifolium. Phytomedicine 1996, 2,
313-317. [CrossRef]

Lohezic, F; Amoros, M.; Boustie, ].; Girre, L. In-vitro Antiherpetic Activity of Erythroxylon laurifolium
(Erythroxylaceae). Pharm. Pharmacol. Commun. 1999, 5, 249-253. [CrossRef]

Jelager, L.; Gurib-Fakim, A.; Adsersen, A. Antibacterial And Antifungal Activity Of Medicinal Plants Of
Mauritius. Pharm. Biol. 1998, 36, 153-161. [CrossRef]

Gootenberg, P. Andean Cocaine: The Making of a Global Drug; Univ of North Carolina Press: Chapel Hill, NC,
USA, 2008; ISBN 978-0-8078-3229-5.

Muro, A.; Aguirre, P; Parra, D.; Piza, M. Usos, Impactos y Derechos: Posibilidades, Politicas y Juridicas para la
Investigacion de la Hoja de Coca en Colombia; Elementa: Bogota, DC, Colombia, 2018.

Troyano, D.L.; Restrepo, D. Coca Industrialization: A Path to Innovation, Development and Peace in Colombia;
Open Society Foundations: New York, NY, USA, 2018; ISBN 978-1-940983-80-6.

Biondich, A.S.; Joslin, J.D. Coca: The History And Medical Significance Of An Ancient Andean Tradition.
Emerg. Med. Int. 2016. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Rivier, L. Analysis Of Alkaloids In Leaves Of Cultivated Erythroxylum And Characterization Of Alkaline
Substances Used During Coca Chewing. J. Ethnopharmacol. 1981, 3, 313-335. [CrossRef]

Jenkins, A.J.; Llosa, T.; Montoya, I; Cone, E.J. Identification And Quantitation Of Alkaloids In Coca Tea.
Forensic Sci. Int. 1996, 77, 179-189. [CrossRef]

Novak, M.; Salemink, C.A.; Khan, I. Biological activity Of The Alkaloids Of Erythroxylum coca and Erythroxylum
novogranatense. J. Ethnopharmacol. 1984, 10, 261-274. [CrossRef]

Rubio, N.C.; Hastedt, M.; Gonzalez, J.; Pragst, F. Possibilities For Discrimination Between Chewing Of Coca
Leaves And Abuse Of Cocaine By Hair Analysis Including Hygrine, Cuscohygrine, Cinnamoylcocaine And
Cocaine Metabolite/Cocaine Ratios. Int. . Legal Med. 2015, 129, 69-84. [CrossRef]

Nersesyan, A.; Kundi, M.; Krupitza, G.; Barcelos, G.; Misik, M.; Wultsch, G.; Carrion, J.; Carrion-Carrera, G.;
Knasmueller, S. Induction Of Nuclear Anomalies In Exfoliated Buccal Cells Of Coca Chewers: Results Of A
Field Study. Arch. Toxicol. 2013, 87, 529-534. [CrossRef]

WHO/UNICRI Cocaine Project. Available online: https://www.brucekalexander.com/articles-speeches/
cocaine/188-whounicri-cocaine-project (accessed on 30 August 2019).

WHO: “Six Horsemen ride out”. Available online: https://www.tni.org/es/node/17310 (accessed on 29
August 2019).

Galarza, M.; Pefialoza, R.; Echalar, L.; Aguilar, M.; Souvain, M.; Spielvogel, H. Efectos Del Acullico De Coca
En La Prueba De Tolerancia A La Glucosa. Biofarbo 1997, 57, 57-60.

Brutsaert, T.; Milotich, M.; Frisancho, A.R.; Spielvogel, H. Coca Chewing Among High Altitude Natives:
Work And Muscular Efficiencies Of Nonhabitual Chewers. Am. . Hum. Biol. 1995, 7, 607-616. [CrossRef]
Favier, R.; Caceres, E.; Guillon, L.; Sempore, B.; Sauvain, M.; Koubi, H.; Spielvogel, H. Coca Chewing For
Exercise: Hormonal And Metabolic Responses Of Nonhabitual Chewers. . Appl. Physiol. 1996, 81, 1901-1907.
[CrossRef]

Favier, R.; Caceres, E.; Sempore, B.; Cottet-Emard, ].M.; Gauquelin, G.; Gharib, C.; Spielvogel, H. Fluid
Regulatory Hormone Response To Exercise After Coca-Induced Body Fluid Shifts. J. Appl. Physiol. 1997, 83,
376-382. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Spielvogel, H.; Caceres, E.; Koubi, H.; Sempore, B.; Sauvain, M.; Favier, R. Effects Of Coca Chewing On
Metabolic And Hormonal Changes During Graded Incremental Exercise To Maximum. J. Appl. Physiol. 1996,
80, 643-649. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Hurtado Sanchez, C.A.; Cartagena Triveno, D.; Erostegui Revilla, C.P. Evaluacion De La Respuesta Glucemica
Post-Ingesta De La Hoja De Coca (Erythroxylum Coca) En Personas Sin Antecedente Patoldgico Metabolico.
Rev. Cientifica Cienc. Médica 2013, 16, 20-24.

Casikar, V.; Mujica, E.; Mongelli, M.; Aliaga, J.; Lopez, N.; Smith, C.; Bartholomew, F. Does Chewing Coca
Leaves Influence Physiology At High Altitude? Indian, J. Clin. Biochem. 2010, 25, 311-314. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0944-7113(96)80075-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1211/146080899128734695
http://dx.doi.org/10.1076/phbi.36.3.153.6345
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2016/4048764
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27144028
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-8741(81)90061-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0379-0738(95)01860-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-8741(84)90015-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00414-014-1061-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00204-012-0969-1
https://www.brucekalexander.com/articles-speeches/cocaine/188-whounicri-cocaine-project
https://www.brucekalexander.com/articles-speeches/cocaine/188-whounicri-cocaine-project
https://www.tni.org/es/node/17310
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ajhb.1310070508
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/jappl.1996.81.5.1901
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/jappl.1997.83.2.376
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9262430
http://dx.doi.org/10.1152/jappl.1996.80.2.643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8929610
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12291-010-0059-1

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 25 of 27

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.
105.

106.

107.

108.

109.
110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

Hanna, J.M. Responses Of Quechua Indians To Coca Ingestion During Cold Exposure. Am. J. Phys. Anthropol.
1971, 34, 273-277. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Little, M. A. Effects Of Alcohol And Coca On Foot Temperature Responses Of Highland Peruvians During A
Localized Cold Exposure. Am. ]. Phys. Anthropol. 1970, 32, 233-242. [CrossRef]

Rodriguez, A.; Guillon, L.; de Chavez, M. Uso De La Hoja De Coca Y Hematologia; Instituto Boliviano de
Biologia de Altura: La Paz, Bolivia, 1997.

Fuchs, A.; Burchard, R.E.; Curtain, C.C.; De Azeredo, PR.; Frisancho, A.R.; Gagliano, J.A.; Katz, S.H.;
Little, M.A.; Mazess, R.B.; Picon-Reategui, E.; et al. Coca Chewing and High-Altitude Stress: Possible Effects
of Coca Alkaloids on Erythropoiesis. Curr. Anthropol. 1978, 19, 277-291. [CrossRef]

Biondich, A.S.; Joslin, ].D. Coca: High Altitude Remedy Of The Ancient Incas. Wilderness Environ. Med. 2015,
26, 567-571. [CrossRef]

Montesinos, F. Metabolism Of Cocaine. Bull. Narc. 1965, 17, 11-17.

Langsjoen, O.M. Dental Effects Of Diet And Coca-Leaf Chewing On Two Prehistoric Cultures Of Northern
Chile. Am. J. Phys. Anthropol. 1996, 101, 475-489. [CrossRef]

Ramos, A.W. Actividad Antibacteriana Del Extracto De Erythroxylum coca sobre Porphyromonas Gingivalis,
estudio in vitro. Undergraduate Thesis, Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima, Peru, 2012.
Seki, K.; Nishi, Y. Coca, un Biobanco: Investigacion Cientifica Sobre Alimentacién, Curacion y Regeneracion, 1st ed.;
t'ika & teko: La Paz, Bolivia, 2012; ISBN 978-99954-824-8-0.

Mantegazza, P. Sulle virtu igieniche e medicinali della coca e sugli alimenti nervosi in generale. Soc. Per Gli
Annali Delle Scienze E Dell' Industria 1859.

Carter, W.E.; Mamani, M. Coca en Bolivia; Libreria Editorial “Juventud”: La Paz, Bolivia, 1986.

Sharma, A.; Couture, J. A Review Of The Pathophysiology, Etiology, And Treatment Of Attention-Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Ann. Pharmacother. 2014, 48, 209-225. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Storebg, O.].; Ramstad, E.; Krogh, H.B.; Nilausen, T.D.; Skoog, M.; Holmskov, M.; Rosendal, S.; Groth, C.;
Magnusson, F.L.; Moreira-Maia, C.R. Methylphenidate For Children And Adolescents With Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. 2015. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Gumucio, J.H. Cocaine, the Legend About Coca and Cocaine; Accion Andina, ICORI: La Paz, Bolivia, 1995.
Collazos, C.; Urquieta, R.; Alvistur, E. Nutriciéon Y Coqueo. Rev. Viernes Méd. 1965, 16, 36—44.

Duke, J.A.; Aulik, D.; Plowman, T. Nutritional Value Of Coca. Bot. Mus. Leafl. Harv. Univ. 1975, 24, 113-119.
Olivier, J.; Symington, E.A.; Jonker, C.Z.; Rampedi, LT.; van Eeden, T.S. Comparison Of The Mineral
Composition Of Leaves And Infusions Of Traditional And Herbal Teas. South. Afr. J. Sci. 2012, 108, 01-07.
[CrossRef]

Penny, M.E; Zavaleta, A.; Lemay, M.; Liria, M.R.; Huaylinas, M.L.; Alminger, M.; McChesney, ].; Alcaraz, F;
Reddy, M.B. Can Coca Leaves Contribute to Improving the Nutritional Status of the Andean Population?
Food Nutr. Bull. 2009, 30, 205-216. [CrossRef]

Hallberg, L.; Hulthén, L. Prediction Of Dietary Iron Absorption: An Algorithm For Calculating Absorption
And Bioavailability Of Dietary Iron. Am. J. Clin. Nutr. 2000, 71, 1147-1160. [CrossRef]

Del Anaya, M.S.; Troyano, D.L. Guia: Produccion Tecnificada De Abonos Orgdnicos, Solidos Y Liquidos A Partir
De La Hoja De Coca Para Fertilizacion De Cultivos Transitorios; Servicio Nacional de Aprendizaje: La Paz,
Bolivia, 2017.

Cordero, T.; TeOfila, A. Evaluacién nutricional de la proteina de la hoja de Coca (Erythroxylum coca Lamarck
var. coca). Undergrad. Thesis, Chem. Dep. UNMSM, Lima, Peru, 2002.

Nathanson, J.A.; Hunnicutt, E.J.; Kantham, L.; Scavone, C. Cocaine As A Naturally Occurring Insecticide.
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 1993, 90, 9645-9648. [CrossRef]

Blanco, E.C.; Gonzélez, ].C.M. El Uso De La Hoja De Coca Como Manifestacion Cultural Inmaterial. Revistas
2014, 6, 11.

Aguilar, A.; Chulver, P. Andlisis Para La Factibilidad De Exportacion De La Hoja De Coca; Fundacion Accién
Semilla: La Paz, Bolivia, 2019.

Martinez, T.; Castro, E. ;/Es Eficaz La Erradicacion Forzosa De Cultivos De Coca? Centro de Estudios sobre
Seguridad y Drogas: Bogota, DC, Colombia, 2018.

Glave, M.; Rosemberg, C. La Comercializacion De Hoja De Coca En El Perii; Analisis Del Mercado Formal
(Grade): Lima, Peru, 2005.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ajpa.1330340210
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/5572606
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ajpa.1330320211
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/202075
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.wem.2015.07.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1096-8644(199612)101:4&lt;475::AID-AJPA3&gt;3.0.CO;2-V
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1060028013510699
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24259638
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD009885.pub2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26599576
http://dx.doi.org/10.4102/sajs.v108i1/2.623
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/156482650903000301
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ajcn/71.5.1147
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.90.20.9645

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 26 of 27

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Colombia. Monitoreo de Territorios Afectados por Cultivos
Ilicitos 2018; UNODC: Bogota, DC, Colombia, 2019.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Pert. Monitoreo de Cultivos de Coca, 2013; UNODC:
Lima, Peru, 2014.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia. Monitoreo de Cultivos
de Coca 2018; UNODC: La Paz, Bolivia, 2019.

Channing, G. May Transnational Crime and the Developing World; Global Financial Integrity: Washington, DC,
USA, 2017.

Ruiz, M. Las Relaciones entre las Herramientas de la Propiedad Intelectual, los Conocimientos Tradicionales y
Recursos Geneéticos, en el Contexto de la Aplicacion del Protocolo de Nagoya: Alcances y Aproximaciones; Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH: San Salvador, El Salvador, 2016.

Niemann, A. Ueber eine neue organische Base in den Cocablittern. Arch. Pharm. 1860, 153, 291-308.
[CrossRef]

Humpbhrey, A.J.; O'Hagan, D. Tropane alkaloid biosynthesis. A century old problem unresolved. Nat. Prod.
Rep. 2001, 18, 494-502. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Jirschitzka, J.; Mattern, D.].; Gershenzon, J.; D’Auria, ].C. Learning From Nature: New Approaches To The
Metabolic Engineering Of Plant Defense Pathways. Curr. Opin. Biotechnol. 2013, 24, 320-328. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Hashimoto, T.; Yukimune, Y.; Yamada, Y. Putrescine and putrescine N-methyltransferase In The Biosynthesis
Of Tropane Alkaloids In Cultured Roots Of Hyoscyamus albus.2. Incorporation of labeled precursors. Planta
1989, 178, 131-137. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Leete, E. Stereospecific Incorporation Of Ornithine Into Tropine Moiety Of Hyoscyamine. . Am. Chem. Soc.
1962, 84, 55-57. [CrossRef]

Leete, E. Biosynthesis Of Hyoscyamine: Proof That Ornithine-2-C! Yields Tropine Labelled at C-1. Tetrahedron
Lett. 1964, 1619-1622. [CrossRef]

Leete, E. Biosynthesis Of The Pyrrolidine Rings Of Cocaine And Cuscohygrine From [5-*C]-Labeled
Ornithine Via A Symmetrical Intermediate. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1982, 104, 1403-1408. [CrossRef]

Liebisch, H.W.; Ramin, H.; Schoffin, I.; Schiitte, H.R. Zur Biosynthese der Tropanalkaloide. Z. Naturforschung
Part. B-Chem. Biochem. Biophys. Biol. Verwandten Geb. 1965, 20, 1183-1185.

Alcazar, R.; Altabella, T.; Marco, F,; Bortolotti, C.; Reymond, M.; Koncz, C.; Carrasco, P.; Tiburcio, A.F.
Polyamines: Molecules With Regulatory Functions In Plant Abiotic Stress Tolerance. Planta 2010, 231,
1237-1249. [CrossRef]

Hoye, T.R.; Bjorklund, J.A.; Koltun, D.O.; Renner, M.K. Methylputrescine Oxidation During Cocaine
Biosynthesis: Study Of Prochiral Methylene Hydrogen Discrimination Using The Remote Isotope Method.
Org. Lett. 2000, 2, 3-5. [CrossRef]

Wigle, 1.D.; Mestichelli, L.J.].; Spenser, I.D. 2H NMR-spectroscopy as A Probe Of The Stereochemistry
Of Biosynthetic Reactions - The Biosynthesis Of Nicotine. J. Chem. Soc. Chem. Commun. 1982, 662-664.
[CrossRef]

Hibi, N.; Higashiguchi, S.; Hashimoto, T.; Yamada, Y. Gene Expression In Tobacco Low-Nicotine Mutants.
Plant. Cell 1994, 6, 723-735. [PubMed]

Kai, G.; Zhang, Y.; Chen, J.; Li, L,; Yan, X.; Zhang, R.; Liao, P.; Lu, X.; Wang, W.; Zhou, G. Molecular
Characterization And Expression Analysis Of Two Distinct Putrescine N-Methyltransferases From Roots Of
Anisodus acutangulus. Physiol. Plant. 2009, 135, 121-129. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Teuber, M.; Azemi, M.E.; Namjoyan, F.; Meier, A.C.; Wodak, A.; Brandt, W.; Drager, B. Putrescine
N-methyltransferases—A Structure-Function Analysis. Plant. Mol. Biol. 2007, 63, 787-801. [CrossRef]
Leete, E. Spermidine: An Indirect Precursor Of The Pyrrolidine Rings Of Nicotine And Nornicotine in
Nicotiana glutinosa. Phytochemistry 1985, 24, 957-960. [CrossRef]

Leete, E. Recent Developments In The Biosynthesis Of The Tropane Alkaloids. Planta Med. 1990, 56, 339-352.
[CrossRef]

Leete, E.;; Kim, SH.; Rana, J. Chemistry Of The Tropane Alkaloids And Related-Compounds.38.
The Incorporation Of [2-13C,4C,1°N]-1-Methyl-D!-Pyrrolinium Chloride Into Cuscohygrine in
Erythroxylum coca. Phytochemistry 1988, 27, 401-406. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ardp.18601530305
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/b001713m
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11699882
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.copbio.2012.10.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23141769
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00392536
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24212558
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja00860a013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0040-4039(64)83062-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja00369a042
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00425-010-1130-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ol990940s
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c39820000662
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8038607
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1399-3054.2008.01178.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19055544
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11103-006-9126-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0031-9422(00)83161-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1055/s-2006-960979
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0031-9422(88)83107-8

Molecules 2019, 24, 3788 27 of 27

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

Abraham, T.W.; Leete, E. New Intermediate In The Biosynthesis Of The Tropane Alkaloids in Datura innoxia.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1995, 117, 8100-8105. [CrossRef]

Kaczkowski, J.; Schiitte, H.R.; Mothes, K. Die Rolle des Acetats in der Biosynthese der Tropanalkaloide.
Biochim. Biophys. Acta 1961, 46, 588-594. [CrossRef]

Liebisch, H.W.; Peisker, K.; Radwan, A.S.; Schiitte, H.R. Zur Biosynthese der Tropanalkaloide.XI. Die Bildung
der C3-Briicke des Tropins. Z. Pflanzenphysiol. 1972, 67, 1-9. [CrossRef]

Robins, R.J.; Abraham, T.W.; Parr, A.J.; Eagles, J.; Walton, N.J. The Biosynthesis Of Tropane Alkaloids In
Datura stramonium: The Identity Of The Intermediates Between N-Methylpyrrolinium Salt And Tropinone.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1997, 119, 10929-10934. [CrossRef]

Leete, E.; Bjorklund, J.A.; Couladis, M.M.; Kim, S.H. Late Intermediates In The Biosynthesis Of Cocaine:
4-(1-Methyl-2-Pyrrolidinyl)-3-Oxobutanoate And Methylecgonine. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1991, 113, 9286-9292.
[CrossRef]

Heim, W.G,; Sykes, K.A.; Hildreth, S.B.; Sun, J.; Lu, R.H.; Jelesko, ].G. Cloning And Characterization Of
A Nicotiana tabacum Methylputrescine Oxidase Transcript. Phytochemistry 2007, 68, 454—463. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Katoh, A.; Shoji, T.; Hashimoto, T. Molecular Cloning Of N-Methylputrescine Oxidase From Tobacco. Plant.
Cell Physiol. 2007, 48, 550-554. [CrossRef]

Bedewitz, M.A.; Jones, A.D.; D’Auria, ].C.; Barry, C.S. Tropinone Synthesis Via An Atypical Polyketide
Synthase And P450-Mediated Cyclization. Nat. Commun. 2018, 9. [CrossRef]

Novak, M.; Salemink, C.A. The Essential Oil of Erythroxylum coca. Planta Med. 1987, 53, 113. [CrossRef]
Jirschitzka, J.; Schmidt, G.W.; Reichelt, M.; Schneider, B.; Gershenzon, J.; D’Auria, J.C. Plant Tropane Alkaloid
Biosynthesis Evolved Independently In The Solanaceae and Erythroxylaceae. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 2012, 109,
10304-10309. [CrossRef]

Casale, J.F.; Moore, ].M. Lesser Alkaloids Of Cocaine-Bearing Plants.2. 3-Oxo-Substituted Tropane Esters:
Detection And Mass Spectral Characterization Of Minor Alkaloids Found In South American Erythroxylum
coca var coca. J. Chromatogr. A 1996, 749, 173-180. [CrossRef]

Casale, ].E; Moore, ] M. Lesser Alkaloids Of Cocaine-Bearing Plants.3. 2-Carbomethoxy-3-Oxo Substituted
Tropane Esters: Detection And Gas Chromatographic Mass Spectrometric Characterization Of New Minor
Alkaloids Found In South American Erythroxylum coca var coca. J. Chromatogr. A 1996, 756, 185-192.
[CrossRef]

Casale, J.E; Toske, S.G.; Colley, V.L. Alkaloid Content Of The Seeds From Erythroxylum coca var. coca.
J. Forensic Sci. 2005, 50, 1402-1406.

Kim, N.; Estrada, O.; Chavez, B.; Stewart, C.; D"Auria, ].C. Tropane and Granatane Alkaloid Biosynthesis:
A Systematic Analysis. Molecules 2016, 21. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Torre, ].C.P.; Schmidt, G.W.; Paetz, C.; Reichelt, M.; Schneider, B.; Gershenzon, J.; D’Auria, J.C. The Biosynthesis
Of Hydroxycinnamoyl Quinate Esters And Their Role In The Storage Of Cocaine In Erythroxylum coca.
Phytochemistry 2013, 91, 177-186. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Efferth, T. Biotechnology Applications of Plant Callus Cultures. Engineering 2019, 5, 50-59. [CrossRef]
Docimo, T.; Davis, A.J.; Luck, K.; Fellenberg, C.; Reichelt, M.; Phillips, M.; Gershenzon, J.; D’Auria, J.C.
Influence Of Medium And Elicitors On The Production Of Cocaine, Amino Acids And Phytohormones By
Erythroxylum coca calli. Plant. Cell Tissue Organ. Cult. 2015, 120, 1061-1075. [CrossRef]

Ping, Y,; Li, X.D.; Xu, B.E.,; Wei, W.; Wei, W.P,; Kai, G.Y.; Zhou, Z.H.; Xiao, Y.L. Building Microbial Hosts for
Heterologous Production of N-Methylpyrrolinium. Acs Synth. Biol. 2019, 8, 257-263. [CrossRef]
Srinivasan, P.; Smolke, C.D. Engineering A Microbial Biosynthesis Platform For De Novo Production Of
Tropane Alkaloids. Nat. Commun. 2019, 10. [CrossRef]

Ping, Y.; Li, X.D.; You, WJ.; Li, G.Q.; Yang, M.Q.; Wei, W.P; Zhou, Z.H.; Xiao, Y.L. De Novo Production of the
Plant-Derived Tropine and Pseudotropine in Yeast. Acs Synth. Biol. 2019, 8, 1257-1262. [CrossRef]

Sample Availability: Samples of the compounds are not available from the authors.

@ © 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
@ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja00136a007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0006-3002(61)90588-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0044-328X(72)80028-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja964461p
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja00024a039
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phytochem.2006.11.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17174363
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/pcp/pcm018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-07671-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1055/s-2006-962643
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1200473109
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-9673(96)00466-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0021-9673(96)00672-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules21111510
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27845728
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phytochem.2012.09.009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23089134
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.eng.2018.11.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-014-0660-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acssynbio.8b00483
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-11588-w
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acssynbio.9b00152
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	History and Evolution of the Erythroxylum Genus 
	The Phylogeny of Erythroxylum and Related Genera 
	Domestication of the Coca Plant 
	Omic Studies on Erythroxylum to Shed Light on Evolution and Functional Background 

	An Overview of Bioprospection and Pharmacological Research in the Erythroxylum Genus 
	Erythroxylum vacciniifolium Mart. 
	Erythroxylum ovalifolium Peyr. 
	Erythroxylum pervillei Baill. 
	Erythroxylum macrocarpum 0.E. Schulz 
	Erythroxylum caatingae Plowman 
	Erythroxylum Suberosum A.St.-Hill., A.Juss and Cambess 
	Erythroxylum laurifolium Lam. 

	Erythroxylum coca and E. novogranatense: Coca’s Productive Uses 
	Context of Coca’s Uses 
	Whole Coca versus Isolated Cocaine 
	Potential Uses in Contemporary Medicine 
	Coca and Physical Performance: Metabolic and Cardiovascular Effects 
	Coca and Digestive and Oral Health 
	Sexual Impotence 
	Mental Health and Problematic Drug Use 

	Potential Uses in Nutrition 
	Potential Uses in Agriculture 
	Legality and Development of the Coca Industry in the Andean Region and Beyond 

	Inclusive and Equitable Research and Commercialization of Erythroxylum Species 
	Tropane Alkaloid Biosynthesis in E. coca 
	Perspectives 
	References

