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The Crustacean Society organized a sym- 
posium honoring the contributions of Dr. 
Raymond B. Manning during its annual sum- 
mer meeting in Lafayette, Louisiana, 26-30 
May 1999. The symposium consisted of pa- 
pers devoted to aspects of "Systematics and 
biology of Stomatopod and Decapod Crus- 
taceans," and took place Friday, May 28, and 
the morning of Saturday, May 29. This issue 
contains studies presented at this symposium 
or submitted by those who for various rea- 
sons could not attend the meeting. Unfortu- 
nately, Dr. Manning passed away at Arling- 
ton Hospital, Virginia, while this issue was 
about to be sent to the printer. 

During an honorary banquet on the 
evening of Saturday, May 29, Dr. Manning 
was presented with The Crustacean Society's 

Excellence in Research Award in recognition 
of the quality and impact of his many con- 
tributions published over a span of more than 
four decades. The award also served to rec- 
ognize the critical role he played in the 
founding of the Society and its early devel- 
opment during his tenure as first President 
(1981-1983). 

Raymond Brendan Manning was born in 
Brooklyn, New York. Before he was a year 
old, his mother, Elizabeth Smith, moved with 
him to Haiti where they lived until the be- 
ginning of World War 11 when the family 
moved to Bethesda, Maryland, near Wash- 
ington, D.C. After the war, the family again 
moved to Haiti where his adoptive father. 
Franklin Brown Manning, inherited a house 
overlooking Port-au-Prince. When he was 12 
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years of age, he was placed in St. Leo, a 
Catholic Benedictine boarding school in 
Tampa, Florida. From 1952-1954 he attended 
the University of Florida, Gainesville, where 
he met Lilly King, who was to become his 
wife and life-long illustrator. He received his 
BS (1956), MS (1959), and PhD (1963) from 
the University of Miami and was immediately 
hired in 1963 as Associate Curator by the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Dr. Manning had an extraordinarily pro- 
ductive and distinguished career at the Smith- 
sonian Institution where he excelled in every 
aspect of curatorial responsibility. He was a 
leader in the development of innovative tech- 
niques for sampling specimens and study lit- 
erature and was energetic in the promotion 
of carcinological research and zoological 
nomenclature at a national and international 
level. Two aspects of his career are most im- 
pressive: 1) the penetration of his papers in 
other fields of research and reputation on the 
international level—largely due to his mono- 
graphic works and collaborations with scien- 
tists worldwide; and 2) his accomplishments 
as a tireless collector (notably in Florida, As- 
cension Island, and the Mediterranean re- 
gions) leading to the accumulation of over 
50,000 decapod and stomatopod specimens. 

Dr. Manning's research focused primarily 
on the systematics of stomatopods and deca- 
pods. His contributions to our basic knowl- 
edge of these two groups stand out in the 
modem era of taxonomy. He described solely, 
or jointly with co-authors, 279 species, 138 
genera, 5 subfamilies, 19 families, and 3 su- 
perfamilies of extant decapods and sto- 
matopods, and at least 15 genera and 27 species 
of fossil decapods. During his career his re- 
search philosophy was always that knowledge 
of species and the characters that define them 
must be solidly grounded in order for evolu- 
tionary studies to have any meaning. He 
proudly viewed his role primarily as a deci- 
pherer of this most basic of zoological infor- 
mation and made no apologies for concen- 
trating his energy almost exclusively at the 
alpha-level of systematic studies. There can 
be no better proof of the rightness of his 
thinking than the papers on phylogeny and di- 
verse biological aspects presented at the sym- 
posium and included in this number, which 
were inspired or based largely on the knowl- 
edge of species that he helped solidify in the 
278 studies he published during his lifetime. 
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matopoda) from the northern Straits of Florida.—Bul- 
letin of Marine Science of the Gulf and Caribbean 
13(1): 54-57. 

1963d. Preliminary revision of the genera Pseudosquilla 
and Lysiosquilla with descriptions of six new genera 
(Crustacea, Stomatopoda).—Bulletin of Marine Sci- 
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1968a. Stomatopod Crustacea from Madagascar.—Pro- 
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