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Sculpture of lateral areas 

of intermediate valves 
radial ribs smooth 

smooth or very 

light radial 

flattish ribs 

some light ribs 

near the side 

margin 

Species characters C. olivaceus C. miocenicus C. corallinus Chiton sp. A C. saeniensis Chiton sp. B

Maximum width (mm) of 

head-intermediate-tail 

valves

4.6 - 6.3 - 3.5 11 - 15 - 10.5 5.8 - 7 - 5.2 / - 6 - / 15 - 20 - 14 / - 3,2 - 3.9 

Height/width 0.30-0.45 0.21-0.36 0.3-0.4 0.5-0.65     

Profile of intermediate 

valves
carinate carinate carinate carinate carinate 

Sculpture of:             

* head valve 

30-40 radial 

ribs, often 

bifurcating, light 

growth lines 

many radial 

ribs, often 

bifurcating,

more irregular, 

growth lines  

smooth    

smooth or very 

light radial 

flattish ribs, 

growth lines 

pronounced

* lateral areas of 

intermediate valves 

3-6 radial ribs, 

light growth 

lines

5-10 radial ribs,  

more irregular, 

growth lines 

smooth  smooth 

smooth or very 

light radial 

flattish ribs, 

growth lines 

pronounced

smooth, except 

for some light 

radial ribs near 

the side margin 

* central area of 

intermediate valves 

6-15

longitudinal ribs 

on each side 

15-25

longitudinal ribs 

on each side  

7-10

longitudinal ribs 

on each side 

5-8 longitudinal 

ribs on each side

smooth or very 

light

longitudinal 

flattish ribs,

growth lines 

pronounced

smooth, except 

for 3-4 small 

scars obliquely 

directed near the 

side margin  

* antemucronal area of 

tail valve 

as central area 

of intermediate 

valves

as central area 

of intermediate 

valves

as central area 

of intermediate 

valves

as central area 

of intermediate 

valves

as central area 

of intermediate 

valves

* postmucronal area of 

tail valve 

25-35 radial 

ribs, light 

growth lines 

many radial 

ribs, often 

bifurcating,

more irregular, 

growth lines  

smooth   

smooth or very 

light radial 

flattish ribs, 

growth lines 

pronounced

smooth, except 

for some light 

radial ribs near 

the side margin 

Slit formula 9-10 / 1 / 13-14 9-10 / 1 / 13-14 8-10 / 1 / 9-12 ? / 1 / ? 11-11 / 2 / 12 ? / 1 / ? 
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Localities 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9   Maximum valves' 

width (mm) 

Species                     

Lepidopleurus cajetanus 221 2,282 67 1 5 2 13 13 381 2,985 7 - 8.7 - 8 

Leptochiton cancellatus 1 16     2 1   1 5 26 / - 3.5 - 2.3 

Leptochiton alveolus             1     1 / - 2.9 - / 

Leptochiton scabridus               1   1 / - 1.7 - / 

Leptochiton bedullii 2 5       1   1 2 11 / - 2.5 - 2.2 

Leptochiton josei sp. n. 6 4     1     1   12 / - 2.1 - 3 

Leptochiton sp.     1             1 / - 2.1 - / 

Hanleya hanleyi   8     1   1   1 11 2.5 - 4.2 - 2.9 

Ischnochiton rissoi 6 26 1     6     7 46 5.7 - 6 - 7 

Ischnochiton korytnicensis 15 3       2   1 2 23 4 - 6 - 5 

Ischnochiton martinelli   1     2         3 / - 3.2 - / 

Ischnochiton? sp.   1     1     4   6 1.4 - 2.1 - 1.6 

Ischnochiton ligusticus sp. n. 20 40 20   5 2 4 4 9 104 4 - 7 - 5 

Stenosemus dolii   39 2       7   43 91 5 - 5.8 - 4.5 

Connexochiton roccai sp. n.                 1 1 / - / - 1.5 

Callochiton septemvalvis 36 52 1   8 5 1 11 12 126 3 - 4.5 - 3.3 

Callochiton sp.   1               1 / - / - 3.2 

Chiton olivaceus 8       3 2   3 10 26 4.6 - 6.3 - 3.5 

Chiton corallinus 565 2,620 364 2 34 29 87 69 635 4,405 6 - 7.5 - 5.2 

Chiton miocenicus 4 332 5     1     89 431 11 - 15 - 10.5 

Chiton sp. A 13 4     5       13 35 / - 6 - / 

Chiton sp. B 1             2 4 7 / - 3.2 - 3.9 

Lepidochitona cinerea 2       2       1 5 1.8 - 3 - / 

Lepidochitona caprearum   48         1 3 6 58 3.1 - 3.5 - 3.2 

Lepidochitona canariensis 1 2       1   2 3 9 / - 3 - 1.2 

Lepidochitona monterosatoi 9 15     1       4 29 2.5 - 2.6 - 2.7 

Lepidochitona pliocinerea 

sp. n.
10 75 2   4     2 14 107 7.5 - 8.5 - 6.2 

Acanthochitona fascicularis 39 427 10 1 42 36 2 5 73 635 3 - 5.5 - 3.7 

Acanthochitona crinita 209 105 6   8 5 1 22 18 374 2.5 - 3 - 1.8 

Acanthochitona oblonga 7 1               8 / - 2 - / 

Craspedochiton altavillensis   47 3   1 2 1   25 79 6.2 - 9 - 5.6 

total 1,175 6,154 482 4 125 95 119 145 1,358 9,657  
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Recent 
Taxa Miocene Pliocene Pleistocene

Medit. Atlantic

Lepidopleurus cajetanus x x x x x 

Leptochiton cancellatus x x x x x 

Leptochiton alveolus  x   x 

Leptochiton scabridus x x x x x 

Leptochiton bedullii  x  x  

Leptochiton josei sp. n.  x    

Leptochiton sp.  x    

Hanleya hanleyi x x x x x 

Ischnochiton rissoi x x x x  

Ischnochiton korytnicensis x x    

Ischnochiton martinelli  x    

Ischnochiton ligusticus sp. n.  x    

Ischnochiton? sp.  x    

Stenosemus dolii x x x x  

Connexochiton roccai sp. n.  x    

Callochiton septemvalvis x x x x x 

Callochiton sp.  x    

Chiton olivaceus x x x x x 

Chiton corallinus x x x x x 

Chiton miocenicus x x    

Chiton sp. A  x    

Chiton sp. B  x    

Lepidochitona cinerea x x x x x 

Lepidochitona caprearum x x x x x 

Lepidochitona canariensis  x x x x 

Lepidochitona monterosatoi x x x x  

Lepidochitona pliocinerea sp. n.  x    

Acanthochitona fascicularis x x x x x 

Acanthochitona crinita x x x x x 

Acanthochitona oblonga  x x x  

Craspedochiton altavillensis x x x   

total 17 31 17 17 13 
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Taxa Liguria Altavilla Estepona Tuscany 

1 Lepidopleurus cajetanus x   x x

2 Leptochiton algesirensis x x x

3 Leptochiton alveolus x     

4 Leptochiton bedullii x     x

5 Leptochiton cancellatus x x   x

6 Leptochiton cimicoides     x

7 Leptochiton josei sp. n. x     

8 Leptochiton scabridus x     

9 Leptochiton tavianii   x 

10 Parachiton africanus   x 

11 Hanleya hanleyi x x x x

12 Ischnochiton anserinus x   x

13 Ischnochiton korytnicensis x     

14 Ischnochiton ligusticus sp. n. x     

15 Ischnochiton martinelli x x x 

16 Ischnochiton rissoi x x x x

17 Ischnochiton ulivii   x x

18 Stenosemus dolii x x x 

19 Connexochiton roccai sp. n. x     

20 Callochiton calcatus     x

21 Callochiton septemvalvis x x x x

22 Chiton capecchii     x

23 Chiton corallinus x   x x

24 Chiton etruscus     x

25 Chiton miocenicus x   x x

26 Chiton olivaceus x     x

27 Chiton saeniensis     x

28 Lepidochitona canariensis x   x 

29 Lepidochitona caprearum x x   x

30 Lepidochitona cinerea x   x x

31 Lepidochitona monterosatoi x     x

32 Lepidochitona pliocinerea sp.n. x     

33 Lepidochitona verrucosa     x

34 Acanthochitona crinita x x x x

35 Acanthochitona fascicularis x x x x

36 Acanthochitona oblonga x     

37 Craspedochiton altavillensis x x x x

  total 26 12 17 24
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Maximum valves' width (mm) Liguria Altavilla Estepona Tuscany 

Species     

Lepidopleurus cajetanus 7 - 8.7 - 8   6.6 - 9.3 - 6.3 5.5 - 8 - 6.7 

Leptochiton cancellatus / - 3.5 - 2.3 / - 2.3 - 2.4   / - 3.3 - 2.6 

Hanleya hanleyi 2.5 - 4.2 - 2.9 / - 2.6 - / 2.1 - 4 - / / - 2 - / 

Ischnochiton rissoi 5.7 - 6 - 7 / - 7 - 4.5 3.5 - 7.3 - 6.8 / - 4.3 - 8.3 

Ischnochiton martinelli / - 3.2 - / 2.3 - 5.2 - 3.5 4.8 - 6.5 - 4.1   

Stenosemus dolii 5 - 5.8 - 4.5 5.2 - 8 - 6 / - 6.4 - /    

Callochiton septemvalvis 3 - 4.5 - 3.3 / - 2 - 3.2 / - 3.7 - 2.6 / - 4 - 1.5 

Chiton corallinus 6 - 7.5 - 5.2   6.7 - 9.5 - 6.5 / - 3.7 - 2.1 

Chiton miocenicus 11 - 15 - 10.5   14.5 - 19.5 - 12.2 7.9 - 13.5 - 9.2 

Lepidochitona cinerea 1.8 - 3 - /        

Lepidochitona caprearum 3.1 - 3.5 - 3.2 / - 4 - /    2.5 - / - /  

Lepidochjitona canariensis / - 3 - 1.2   2.3 - / - /   

Lepidochitona monterosatoi 2.5 - 2.6 - 2.7     / - 3.8 - /  

Lepidochitona pliocinerea sp. n 7.5 - 8.5 - 6.2   10 - 15.6 - 7.5 9 - 15 - 8 

Acanthochitona fascicularis 3 - 5.5 - 3.7 4.3 - 5 - 2 3.2 - 6.8 - 2.7 4.5 - 3.5 - 2.5 

Acanthochitona crinita 2.5 - 3 - 1.8 / - 3.3 - /  2.2 - 3.5 - / 2.5 - 2.2 - /  

Craspedochiton altavillensis 6.2 - 9 - 5.6 13.5 - 23 - 8.6 8.7 - 15.6 - ? / - / - 8 
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