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Erotema:   Lesson   Plan   
  
Topic     

An   erotema   is   a   rhetorical   question.   It   is   a   question   that   is   posed   without   the   
expectation   of   receiving   an   answer.   Rather,   it   is   used   to   make   a   point.   

Possible   subjects/classes    Time   needed     

● English   
● Public   Speaking   
● Politics   

30-45   minutes   

Video   link:     

https://academy4sc.org/topic/erotema-are-your-serious-right-now/   

Objective:    What   will   students   know/be   able   to   do   at   the   end   of   class?     

Students   will   be   able   to...   
● Define   erotema.   
● Explain   the   purpose   behind   using   an   erotema.   
● Employ   and   combat   erotemata   effectively   in   arguments.   

Key   Concepts   &   Vocabulary     

Rhetoric,   rhetorical   device   

Materials   Needed   

Worksheet     

Before   you   watch     

Quick  write:   List  as  many  rhetorical  questions  you  can  think  in  one  or  two                             
minutes.  Share  some  examples  with  the  class,  and  make  sure  they’re  truly                         
rhetorical   questions.     

While   you   watch     

1. What   is   another   name   for   a   rhetorical   question?   

https://academy4sc.org/topic/erotema-are-your-serious-right-now/
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2. Define   erotema.   
3. What’s   one   way   you   can   use   an   erotema?   

After   you   watch/discussion   questions     

1. What   effects   do   rhetorical   questions   have   on   those   who   hear   them?   
2. When   might   it   be   useful   to   use   rhetorical   questions?   
3. When   might   it   be   harmful   to   use   rhetorical   questions?   

Activity   Ideas     

● Finish   the   Worksheet   and   discuss   answers.     
● If  this  is  being  used  to  supplement  a  reading  or  writing  unit,  use  this  time                               

to  ask  students  to  incorporate  rhetorical  questions  into  their  writing  or                       
identify   it   in   a   given   text.     

● Have  students  play  Only  Questions,  a  game  where  students  must  answer                       
questions  with  other  questions.  The  rules  are  outlined  in  Activity  1  at                        
education.nws.gov.au .    
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