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Geologic Section of Pennsylvanian Rocks 

Exposed in the Kansas City Area 

By 

FRANK C. GREENE AND w ALLACE B. HOWE 

ABSTRACT 

This report includes a graphic section illustrating the stratigraphic sequence 

exposed in the vicinity of Kansas City, Missouri, extending from the base of 

Marmaton group to the Tonganoxie sandstone at the base of the Douglas group. 

The text is essentially an outline of the classification of the beds illustrated in the 

columnar section together with annotations on authorship and classification. 

INTRODUCTION 

This chart has been prepared for distribution to quarry operators, 

drillers, and other interested parties in the Kansas City area as an aid 

in the selection of rock materials, and as an outline of the succession 

of rock beds exposed in that part of the state. 

Description of each bed, including thickness, type of rock, etc., has 

been supplied by Frank C. Greene of the Missouri Geological Survey 

staff. The entire section is illustrated graphically. Thicknesses of in­

dividual units are included in the short description of each unit, or, 

they may be found by use of the scale provided on each pages. The 

classification of the rock beds included in the section is that of the 

Missouri Geological Survey. The following paragraphs describing the 

classification of the beds included in the columnar section are taken 

with slight modifications directly from Report of Investigations· No. 

11 of the Missouri Geological Survey.1 

lGreene, F. C., and Searight, W. V., Revision of the classification of the post­
Cherokee Pennsylvanian beds of Missouri: Missouri Geol. Survey and Water Re­
sources, Rept. Inv. no. 11, 1949. 

(1) 
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PENNSYLVANIAN SYSTEM 
DESMOINESIAN SERIES 

Marmaton Group 

The term Marmaton as applied to the group includes all Des­
moinesian beds younger than Cherokee. The name was first used to 
apply to beds now known as the Labette member of the Fort Scott 
formation2 but this usage was not followed. Instead, the name as 
applied to beds from the base of the Fort Scott to the top of the Pleas­
anton={ was adopted in Kansas and later modified to include only 
those strata below the unconformity which separates the Desmoine­
sian and Missourian series.4 Thus defined, the Marmaton group was 
adopted by the Kansas, the Missouri, and the Nebraska Geological 
Surveys. The designation has wide use among geologists, particularly 
among petroleum geologists of the Mid-Continent area. The name 
Henrietta~ has been suppressed. This change was desirable because 
the post office at the site of Henrietta, Johnson County, Missouri, has 
long been abandoned, the succession of beds included in the group is 
incompletely represented, and beds not properly included in the Hen­
rietta have been included by some authors. 

The Marmaton of Missouri includes, from the base up, the Fort 
Scott, the Labette, the Pawnee, the Bandera, the Altamont, the No­
wata, the Lenapah, and the Memorial formations. 

The Fort Scott41
• 

7 formation is dominantly limestone in south-
western Missouri, but the limestones thin and the shales thicken to 
the northward, and more shale than limestone therefore is included 
in the formation of north Missouri. The Blackjack Creek8 limestone 
member lies at the base of the formation and is overlain by the Little 
Osage0 member which, in turn, is overlain by the Higginsville10 lime­
stone member. A coal bed, the Summitl 1, occurs in many places within 

2Keyes, C. R., Stages of the Des Moines, or Coal-Bearing Series of Kansas 
and Southwestern Missouri, and Their Equivalent in Iowa: Iowa Acad. Sci. Proc., 
vol. 4, pp. 22-25, 1897. 

aHaworth, E. Stratigraphy of the Kansas Coal Measures: Kansas Univ. Geol. 
Survey, vol. 3, p. 92, 1898. 

1932 
4Moore, R. C., Kansas Geol. Soc. Gu idebook, Sixth Ann. Field Conf., p. 89, 

5Keyes, C. R., op. cit., pp. 22-24, 1897. 
GSwallow, G. C., Kansas Geo!. Survey Preliminary Rept., p. 25, 1866. 
7Hinds, H., and Greene, F. C., Stratigraphy of the Pennsylvanian Series in 

Missouri: Missouri Bur. Geology and Mines, 2d ser., vol. XIII, p. 20, 1915. 
8Cline, L. M., Traverse of Upper Des Moines and Lower Missouri Series 

from Jackson County, Missouri, to Appanoose County, Iowa: Am. Assoc. Pe­
troleum Geologists Bull., vol. 25, p. 36, 1941. 

9Jewett, J. M., Classification of the Marmaton group, Pennsylvanian: Kansas 
Univ. Geol. Survey Bull. 38, p. 302, 1941. 

1 OC!ine, L. M., op. cit., p. 36, 1941. 
11 McGee, W. J., Notes on Geology of Macon County, Missouri: Acad. Sci. 

St. Louis Trans., vol. 5, pp. 305-336, 1892. 
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the Little Osage member in Missouri. Northward from Johnson County 
a thin limestone, the Houx12, lies above the horizon of the Summit 
coal, separated from it by black, fissile shale. The Roux limestone has 
not been identified in southwestern Missouri and may be absent or it 
may be indistinguishable from the lower part of the Higginsville. 
Shale at the top of the Little Osage, between the Houx limestone and 
the Higginsville, has been called the Blackwater Creek shale.13 Chan­
nel type sandstone and siltstone between the Roux and the Higgins­
ville limestone and above the Blackwater Creek shale is present over 
an area extending from northern Boone County into southeastern 
Grundy County. The name Flint Hill, from Flint Hill near Flint Hill 
School, northern Boone County, Missouri, has been suggested as a 
name for this sandstone by A. G. Unklesbayu, who discovered the 
channel filling characteristics of these beds. The type section, in NW 
%SE% sec. 11, T. 50 N., R. 13 W., Boone County, Missouri, will be 
described in a report being prepared by Unklesbay. The Higginsville1 " 

is the uppermost member of the Fort Scott formation. 

The Labette16 formation occupies the interval between the Hig­
ginsville member of the Fort Scott and the Anna shale member of 
the Pawnee. The Lexington17 coal horizon lies at or near the top of 
the formation. Below the position of the coal, a channel sandstone, 
the Englevale 18, occurs in Bates County and probably elsewhere. 

The Pawnee19 formation includes beds from the base of the 
black, fissile Anna shale to the top of the Coal City limestone mem­
ber. The Anna shale20 has been included previously in the Labette 
of Missouri, but a thin limestone in Kansas 21 below the shale indi­
cates closer relationship with the Pawnee than with the Labette. The 
formation boundary in Missouri therefore has been drawn below the 
Anna shale rather than above it. The Myrick Station22 limestone 
member, the Mine Creek23 shale member, and the Coal City24 lime-

12c1ine, L. M., op. cit., p. 36, 1941. 
l~Clair, J. R., Oil and Gas Resources of Cass and Jackson counties: Missouri 

Geol. Survey and Water Resources, 2d ser., vol. XXVII, pl. I, 1943. 
HUnklesby, A. G., personal communication, November 22, 1949. 
15Cline, L. M., op. cit., p. 36, 1941. 
lGHaworth, E., op. cit., p. 36, 1898. 
I7Broadhead, G. C., Iron Ores and Coal Fields: Geo!. Survey of Missouri, 

pt. II, p. 46, 1872. 
18Pierce, W. G., and Courtier, W. H., Englevale Channel Sandstone of Penn­

sylvanian Age, Southeastern Kansas: Am. Assoc. Petroleum Geologists Bull. 19, 
pp. 1061-1064, 1935. 

19Swallow, G. C., op. cit., p. 24, 1866. 
20Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 312, 1941. 
21Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 312, 1941. 
22Cline, L. M., op. cit., p. 37, 1941. 
2~Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 318, 1941. 
2~cline, L. M., op. cit., p. 31, 1941. 
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stone member, in ascending order, complete the Pawnee formation. 

The name Laberdie25 was recognized for the upper limestone member 
of the Pawnee until the identity of the Coal City limestone with the 
upper Pa,vnee was established.26 Inasmuch as the term Coal City has 

priority over Laberdie the latter name was suppressed in favor of 
Coal City. 

The Bandera27 formation includes all beds between the Pawnee 
and the lowest limestone of the Altamont. In many places the forma­

tion is mostly shale, but in Bates County and probably elsewhere an 
important coal bed, the Mulberry2s, lies near the base. A channel 
sandstone, the Bandera Quarry29 member, is near the top of the 

formation. The Polo sandstone30, a gas sand of southern Caldwell 
County, Missouri, is also within the Bandera forma.tion and may be 
equivalent to the Bandera Quarry sandstone. 

The Altamont31 formation in Missouri includes two relatively 
thin limestones separated by shale. The name Amoret, as used by the 
Missouri Geological Survey and Water Resources, is applied to the 
lower limestone member of the Altamont formation. 32 The Lake 
N eosho:i:{ shale member lies between the Amoret member and the 
Worland. The name Worland:J·1, first applied to beds now known to 
include the entire Altamont, has been restricted to the uppermost 
limestone35, 36. 

The Nowata37 shale formation separates the Altamont from the 

Lenapah. The formation has been identified in the field and by sub-

25Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 320, 1941. 
2GCline, L. M., and Greene, Frank C., A stratigraphic study of the upper Mar­

maton and lowermost Pleasanton groups, Pennsylvanian, of Missouri: Missouri 
Geol. Survey and Water Resources Rept. Inv. no 12, pp. 8, 9, 1950. 

~7 Adams, G. I., Stratigraphy and Paleontology of the Upper Carboniferous 
Rocks of Kansas: U. S. Geo!. Survey Bull. 211, p. 32, 1903. 

~8Broadhead, G. C., Bates County: Geo!. Survey of Missouri, p. 168, 1873-
1874. 

20Moore, R. C., Frye, J. C., Jewett, J. M., Tabular Description of Outcropping 
Rocks in Kansas: Kansas Univ. Geol. Survey Bull. 52, p. 196, 1944. 

'10Greene, F. C., and McQueen, H. S., The Polo Gas Field Caldwell County, 
Missouri: Missouri Geo!. Survey and Water Resources, 62nd Bienn. Rept., App. I, 
1943. 

:llAdams, G. I., Kansas Univ. Geol. Survey, vol. I, p. 22, 1896. 
'12Cline, L. M., and Greene, Frank C., op. cit., p. 18, 1950. 
:l:{Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 331, 1941. 
:J 4 Greene, F. C., Oil and Gas Pools of Western Missouri: Missouri Bur. Ge-

ology and Mines, 57th Bienn. Repl., App. II, pp. 14-18, 1933. 
:15Cline, L. M., op. cit., p. 29, 1941. 
36Jewett, J. M., op. cit., pp. 333-334, 1941. 
370hern, D. W., The Stratigraphy of the Older Pennsylvanian Rocks of Okla­

homa: Oklahoma State Univ. Research Bull. 4, p. 23, 1910. 
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surface studies by Missouri geologists in Bates County38 and in east­
ern Jackson Countya9, and elsewhere in Missouri. 

The name Warrensburg is retained in Missouri for sandstones 
occupying the Warrensburg40• 41 and Moberly channels. The name 
has also been applied by Missouri geologists to sandstone42 now known 
to lie between the Altamont and Sni Mills limestone in Jackson 
County. Because of priority in usage, the name Warrensburg will 
continue to be used in Missouri to include post-Altamont, pre-Me­
:q1orial sandstones of Marmaton age, and the well-known channel sands 
of the Warrensburg and Moberly channels. If future studies show 
that the subsurface channel sandstones differ in age from the War­
rensburg and Moberly channels, the term will be confined to the 
channels to which the name was first applied. 

Two thin limestones separated by shale compose the LenapahH 
of western Missouri. The basal limestone is the Norfleet44, the over­
lying shale is the Perry Farm45 member, and the uppermost lime­
stone is the Sni Mills4G member. The Sni Mills47 limestone outcrop­
ping in Jackson and Ray counties and identified in many logs in west­
ern Missouri is correlated with the Lenapah. Howe48 correlated a 
thin limestone lying below the Sni Mills of eastern Jackson County 
with the lower Lenapah (Norfleet) and the Sni Mills of the type lo­
cality with the upper Lenapah (Iden bro) 4n. Further tracing of the 
outcrops between the locality of the Sni Mills and the upper Lenapah 
of western Missouri by L. M. Cline and F. C. Greene supports the 
correlation of the Sni Mills with the Lenapah50. 

Shale lying on the Lenapah and apparently conformable with it 
is logged in Bates County, Missouri, and shale is present above the 
Sni Mills in logs of Cass and Jackson counties. The beds crop out in 

RSMoore, R. C., Classification of Pennsylvanian Rocks in Iowa, Kansas, Mis­
souri, Nebraska, and Northern Oklahoma: Am. Assoc. Petroleum Geologists Bull., 
vol. 32, p. 2025, 1948. 

~!lHowe, W. B., The Geology of the Oak Grove Quadrangle: Thesis, University 
of Missouri, pp. 29-35, 1948. 

40Winslow, A., A Preliminary Report on Coal: Missouri Geo!. Survey, pp. 
35-36, 1891. 

4 1Winslow, A., A Report on the Higginsville Sheet, Lafayette County: Mis­
souri Geo!. Survey, vol. IX, pp. 45-54, 1892. 

12Bartle, G. G., The Geology of the Blue Springs Gas Field: Missouri Bur. 
Geo!. and Mines, 57th Bienn. Rept., App. III, pp. 16-17, 1933. 

4:lMoore, R. C., op. cit., p . 2025, 1948. 
H Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 338, 1941. 
·laJewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 339, 1941. 
40Greene, F. C., Kansas Geo!. Soc. Guidebook, Tenth Ann. Field Con£., pp. 

19-20, 1936. 
47Clair, J. R., op. cit., pl. I, 1943. 
48Howe, W. B., op. cit., pp. 29-35, 1948. 
·19Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 340, 1941. 
50Cline, L. M., and Greene, F rank C., op. cit., p . 25, 1950. 
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eastern Jackson County"1 and elsewhere. Marmaton shale above the 
Lenapah has been named the Memorial shale52 and the name is ap­
plied to shale at this position in Missouri. 

The stratigraphic relations of the Lenapah and other upper 
Marmaton formations in western Missouri is the subject of studies 
now in progress by W. B. Howe, Missouri Geological Survey. 

MISSOURIAN SERIES 

The Missourian53, Series 54, first used in a geographic sense to re­
place the "Upper Coal Measures" of Broadhead and others, has been 
modified through the years until it now includes all Pennsylvanian 
beds from the unconformity at the base of the Pleasanton to the un­
conformity at the base of the Douglas group5G. 

Pleasanton Group 

The Pleasanton56, 57 group includes all beds above the disconform­
ity at the top of the Marmaton group and below the Kansas City group 
throughout the northern Mid-Continent. The Pleasanton is so variable 
in lithology from place to place that details in many places are not 
yet clearly indicated. In general, however, the Pleasanton group con­
tains several units which have been recognized in Missouri. 

In western Missouri, particularly in Bates County, sandstone 
known as the Hepler58 sandstone in Kansas is the base of the Pleasan­
ton. In Cass and Jackson counties and elsewhere in northern Missouri 
this sandstone appears to be one known to drillers as the "Wayside"09 

sand. A thin limestone or calcareous zone, the Exline60 limestone, 
which is the "Trepospira" zone of northern Missouri, lies above the 
"Wayside." The Knobtown61 lies above the position of the Exline. 
Recent field work in western Missouri indicates that the Ovid coal 

illHowe, W. B., op. cit., pp. 35-36, 1948. 
~2Dott, R. H., Unpublished manuscript, 1936, cited by Jewett, J. M., op. cit., 

p. 340, 1941. 
53Keyes, C. R., Iowa Geo!. Survey, vol. I, pp. 85, 114-116, 1893. 
54Wheeler, H. A., Clay Deposits: Missouri Geol. Survey, vol. XI, pp. 

46-47, 1896. 
MiMoore, R. C., Stratigraphic Classification of the Pennsylvanian Rocks of 

Kansas: Kansas Univ. Geol. Survey Bull. 22, pp. 45, 68-141, 1935. 
5GHaworth, E., The Stratigraphy of the Kansas Coal Measures: Kansas Univ. 

Quart. vol. 3, p. 274, 1895. 
iHMarbut, C. F., Geological Description of the Clinton Sheet: Missouri Geol. 

Survey, vol. XII, p. 34, 1898. 
58Jewett, J. M., Oil and Gas in Linn County, Kansas: Kansas Univ. Geol. 

Survey Bull. 30, pp. 8-9, 1940. 
59McQueen, H. S., and Greene, F. C., Geology of Northwestern Missouri: 

Missouri Geol. Survey and Water Resources, 2d ser., vol. XXV, pp. 25-26, pl. V, 
1938. 

60CJine, L. M., op. cit., p. 65, 1941. 
GlMcQueen, H. S., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., p. 26, 1938. 
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occurs above the Critzer limestone and therefore should be included 
in the lowermost formation (Hertha) of the Kansas City group. 

Kansas City Group 
The Kansas City group, as now defined, is that adopted by the 

Missouri Geological Survey in 191562, with some modification. The 
base remains at the bottom of the Hertha formation. The group has 
been expanded upward to include all beds below the Plattsburg forma­
tion. Thus defined, the K ansas City group is readily divisible lith­
ologically over the northern Mid-Continent into three subgroups. From 
the base upward, these are the Bronson, the Linn, the Zarah. 

Bronson Subgroup 
The Bronson6:{ subgroup includes those lower Kansas City beds 

of the northern Mid-Continent area which are dominantly limestones. 
From the base up, the subgroup includes the Hertha, Ladore, Swope, 
Galesburg, and Dennis formations. 

The Hertha61 formation now includes a lower thin related lime­
stone member, the Critzer6 ", the Mound66 shale member and the 
upper or Sniabar limestone member. The most prominent and com­
monly identified member of the Hertha in Missouri is the Sniabar67 

limestone member. 

The LadoreHs shale formation separates the Hertha from the 
Swope formation. The Ladore is not further subdivided. 

The Swope69 formation includes the Bethany Falls70 limestone 
member, together with the Hushpuckney shale member71 and the 
Middle Creek72 limestone member. 

The Galesburg7 :1 shale formation separates the Swope formation 
from the Dennis. 

The formation has been redefined to exclude the Canville lime­
stone and Stark shale formerly included in it by the Missouri Geolog-

62Hinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., pp. 23-28, 1915. 
o:1Adams, G. I., U. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 238, pp. 17-19, 1904. 
64Adams, G. I., op. cit., p. 35, 1903. 
G5Jewett, J. M., Some Details of the Stratigraphy of the Bronson Group of 

the Kansas Pennsylvanian: Acad. Sci. Kansas Trans., vol. 36, pp. 132-136, 1933. 
66Jewett, J. M., op. cit., pp. 132-136, 1933. 
67Jewett, J. M., op. cit., pp. 131-135, 1933. 
68Adams, G. I., op. cit., p. 18, 1904. 
G!>Moore, R. C., and Newell, N. D., in Moore, R. C., Kansas Geol. Soc. Guide­

book, Sixth Ann. Field Con£., p. 90, 1932. 
70Broadhead, G. C., Acad. Sci. St. Louis Trans., vol. 2, p. 320, 1868 (First is­

sued 1865). 
71Newell, N. D., in Jewett, J. M., Kansas Geol. Soc. Guidebook, Sixth Ann. 

Field Conf., p. 101, 1932. · 
7~Newell, N. D., Mss., cited in Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 101, 1932. 
1:lAdams, G. I., op. cit., p. 36, 1903. 
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ical Survey74. The Dennis75• 76 formation includes the thin Canville77 

limestone member at the base, the well-known Winterset7S limestone 
member at the top, and a shale member, the Stark79, in the interval 
between the limestone members. 

Linn Subgroup 
The Linn80 subgroup was named and defined at the Lawrence 

Conference. The succession, in contrast with the Kansas City sub­
group, is dominated by shale, but limestone members are included. In 
Missouri, the subgroup is divided lithologically into four formations. 
From the base upward, these include the Cherryvale, Drum, Chanute, 
and Iola formations. 

The Cherryvale81 formation at the base of the Linn subgroup re­
tains the original definition and includes all beds in Missouri between 
the Winterset and the Drum limestone. The formation consists of five 
members, the Fontana82 shale member at the base, overlain in succes­
sion by the B1ock8 :i limestone member, the Wea s4a shale member, the 
Westerville8·1b limestone member, and the Quivira84c shale member at 
the top. 

The Drum86 limestone formation of the northern Mid-Continent 
consists of two limestone members, the lower being known as the 
Cement City86 and the upper as the Corbin City87 which is not known 
to be present in Missouri. 

The Chanute88 shale formation lies between the Cement City lime­
stone member of the Drum formation and the Paola limestone member 
of the Iola formation. 

The uppermost formation of the Linn subgroup is the Iola forma­
tion89, which includes, in ascending order, the Paola limestone mem-

HMcQueen, H. S., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., pl. V., 1938. 
7ilAdams, G. I., op. cit., p. 36, 1903. 
•6Moore, R. C., op. cit., pp. 90-95, 1935. 
77Jewett, J. M., Kansas Geo!. Soc. Guidebook, Sixth Ann. Field Conf., p. 102, 

1932. 
iRTilton, J. L., and Bain, H. F., Iowa Geo!. Survey, vol. 7, pp. 517-519, 1897. 
711Jewett, J. M., op. cit., p. 102, 1932. 
SOMoore, R. C., op. cit., pp. 2029-2033, 1948. 
8 1 Haworth, E., op. cit., p. 47, 1898. 
82Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 91, 1932. 
83Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 91, 1932. 
ll4aNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 91, 1932. 
~4bBain, H. F., Iowa Geo!. Survey, vol. 8, pp. 276-277, 1898. 
iHcNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 91, 1932. 
R5Adams, G. L., op. cit., p. 37, 1903. 
SHHinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., pp. 27 and 118, 1915. 
81Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
8~Haworth, E., and Kirk, M. Z., Kansas Univ. Quart., vol. 2, p. 109, 1894. 
8!JHaworth, E., and Kirk, M. z., op. cit., pp. 109, 116, 119, 1894. 
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ber9o, the Muncie Creek shale member91, and the Raytown limestone 

member92. 

Zarah Subgroup 
The Zarahoa subgroup was proposed and adopted at the Lawrence 

Conference as the uppermost subgroup of the Kansas City group. All 

beds from the top of the Raytown limestone to the base of the Platts­
burg formation are included in it. The succession consists of three 
formations: these are, from the base up, the Lane, Wyandotte, and Bon­
ner Springs. The Lane94 and Bonner Springs0 ~ are shale and are not 
subdivided within themselves. The Wyandotte!lG formation is com­

posed of a thin limestone, the Frisbie117 , which is separated from the 
thick, prominent Argentine0x limestone member by the Quindaro9o 

shale member. The Argentine member is overlain by the Island 
Creek"10 shale which, in turn, is overlain by the FarleyH11 limestone, 

the top member of the formation. 

Lansing Group 
The Lansing102 group includes the Plattsburg10:~ and Stanton 10~ 

10" formations, together with the intervening Vilas 1 ou shale formation. 

The Plattsburg includes the Merriam 107 limestone member at the 
base, the Spring Hill 1 os limestone member at the top, and the Hickory 
Creek10!> shale member which lies between the limestone members. 
The Vilas shale above the Plattsburg is not subdivided. 

The Stanton formation includes three limestone members and two 
shale members. From the base up, the members are the Captain 

HONewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
!llNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
!l2Hinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., p. 27, 1915. 
!l3Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 2033, 1948. 
94Haworth, E., and Kirk, M. z., Kansas Univ. Quart., vol. 3, p. 277, 1895. 
95Newell, N. D., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
O<lNewell, N. D., op. cit., p. 92, 1932 
97Newell, N. D., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
!)SNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
99Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 

100Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 92, 1932. 
lOlHinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., p. 29, 1915. 
102Hinds, H., Coal Deposits: Missouri Bur. Geo!. and Mines, 2d ser., vol. XI, 

p. 7, 1912. 
10:iBroadhead, G. C., op. cit., p. 317, 1865. 
104Swallow, G. C., Kansas Geo!. Survey Preliminary Rept., p. 75, 1865. 
1o;;Haworth, E., and Bennett, J., op. cit., p. 104, 1908. 
10GAdams, G. I., Kansas Univ. Quart., vol. 7, p. 96, 1898. 
107Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
IOSNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
I09Newell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
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Creek110 limestone, the Eudora111 shale, and the Stoner112 limestone, 
the Rock Lake11 3 shale, and the South Bend114 limestone members. 

Pedee Group 
The Pedee115 is the youngest group of the Missourian Series. The 

strata of which it is composed were included in the Douglas formation 
(now Douglas group) by Hinds and Greene116; but the discovery of an 
important disconformity at the base of the Tonganoxie sandstone, with­
in the Douglas are previously defined, made redefinition of the Douglas 
group advisable, with the basal contact at the bottom of the Tonganoxie 
sandstone. The beds excluded from the Douglas group were included 
in a new group, the Pedee117. The Pedee group has been recognized in 
Missouri since 1938118, and consists of two formations, the Weston11 !J 

shale formation and the Iatan120 limestone formation. The Iatan is the 
youngest known formation of the Missourian Series in Missouri. 

VIRGILIAN SERIES 
The Virgilian121 Series includes all Pennsylvanian beds of the 

northern Mid-Continent region above the base of the Douglas group. 
The Virgilian of the Missouri Geological Survey thus includes the 
upper three Pennsylvanian groups. 

Douglas Group 
The Douglas group includes two formations, the Stranger at the 

base, and the overlying Lawrence. The Tonganoxie122 sandstone, un­
conformable on older rocks, lies at the base of the Stranger 123 forma­
tion. In Missouri the Tonganoxie sandstone is overlain by the Vin­
land 124• i~5 shale member which is overlain, in turn, by the Haskell12(1 

limestone member. The Westphalia127 limestone member of Kansas, 

llONewell, N. D., Kansas Univ. Geo!. Survey Bull. 21, p. 76, 1932. 
lllCondra, G. E., Nebraska Geo!. Survey Bull. 3, p. 12, 1930. 
112Condra, G. E., op. cit., p. 11, 1930. 
113Condra, G. E., Nebraska Geo!. Survey Bull. 1, 2d ser., p. 59, 1927. 
1 HCondra, G. E., and Bengston, N. A., Acad. Sci. Nebraska, vol. 9, p. 23, 1915. 
1 15Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
I 16Hinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., p. 30, 1915. 
117Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
• 18McQueen, H. S., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., pl. V, 1938. 
ll 9Keyes, C. R., Am. Geologists, vol. 23, p. 300, 1899. 
120Keyes, C. R., op. cit., p. 300, 1899. 
t21Moore, R. C., Proposed New Type Section of the Pennsylvanian System: 

Abstract, Geo!. Soc. America Bull., vol. 43, p. 279, 1932. 
122Moore, R. C., Elias, M. K., and Newell, N . D., Pennsylvanian and "Permian" 

rocks of Kansas: graphic stratigraphic section, Kansas Univ. Geo!. Survey, 1934. 
(Tonganoxie named by Moore.) 

1 2aNewell, N. D., Mss., cited by Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
124Patterson, J. M., and Addison, C. C., Unpublished thesis, Kansas University, 

1934. 
125Moore, R. C., Stratigraphic Classification of the Pennsylvanian Rocks of 

Kansas: Kansas Univ. Geo!. Survey Bu!J. 22, p. 151, 1935. 
12GMoore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 
127Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 150, 1935. (Named by Moore and Newell.) 
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which separates the Tonganoxie from the Vinland, is not known to 
occur in Missouri and the Robbins128 shale member, at the top of the 
Stranger formation of Kansas, has not been differentiated in Missouri. 

The Lawrence129 formation in Missouri consists of two unnamed 
shale members separated by the Amazonia1 :~o limestone, which is the 
most prominent member of the succession in Platte, Holt, Buchanan, 
and other counties. The Irelandrn1 sandstone .member at the base in 
Kansas has not been identified in Missouri. Because of the absence of 
this sandstone, the Robbins shale at the top of the Stranger formation 
cannot be differentiated, if present in Missouri, from the shale of the 
Lawrence formation below the Amazonia limestone member. The base 
of the Lawrence formation, for this reason, is drawn in Missouri at the 
top of the Haskell limestone. 

l 21<Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 153, 1935. 
1 :!9Haworth, E., Kansas Univ. Quart., vol. 2, p. 122, 1894. 
i::OHinds, H., and Greene, F. C., op. cit., pp. 31, 170, 1915. 
1::1Moore, R. C., op. cit., p. 93, 1932. 



j 



Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 

GEOLOGIC SECTION OF PENNSYLVANIAN ROCKS EXPOSec 
IN THE KANSA$ CITY AREA 

" z 
1/) 
z 
~ 
.J 

STRANGER FORMATION {aosalp<rl cl !-'c."I"" 
qr()(p_ //,r;pl1;.1n Ser:#N, T<,n?cnC>.ie .se1n~h,'t;-n< t .xpc.1-
e,d m h/9h~r p<!rl.1 cf' Jc1.:(Ji.,.,,es,'e,n Clo) Ji .Jcdf,~,n 
Pk,,;'{e, Covnf1t;,> O'-J',,) 

WESTON ~HALE 

SOUTH BEND LIMESTONE MEMBER 
(Jond_y inplc,ee.s, formt.:rly_ Lilfle kt:7"' Z:. 

/Jm e-srcn• {_"'l'-J'} 0 
ROCK LAKE SHALE MEMBER J-

('6r~_1 Jond,)' mp/qcc.s, iocoll,r .Jcme rl!d de')' (3<~) <( 

STONER LIMESTONE Mf.MBER 
(Up/Uf,r /-Ii: · buff, nodvlor dense; 
/,n.,,~r IZ ... ;.3' 9ray, Grj.:shlhne, free cl 
.)h(,1/e and che.rl,- forrnedy O/aihe."tJ-15:) 

EUDORA .SHALE MEMBER 
(CTray of rep. block •.slay al base;4- ·$) 

CAPTAIN CREEK LS. MEMBER 
(Dark 9ray J-$/ 

{..Jh(1/e, vuru1ble tn /hrckne.u} 

SPRING HILL LS. MEMBER 
(O~rl: 1,/v,shJrhy w,lh JtJhl~. !hin ..shai• 

P.arftn9s or, e.herl nodvl~; wecrlh,e,rJ 
bufr; /<i':} 

HICKORY CREEK .SHALE MEMBER Ciroy.shoi.,t'. 

MER.RJAM ,,.Lp5,,-,,.~Ge~r~;f}-..,,1~'f,,~d~~>JenJw~I'! 

8(>NN£R SPR/NvS f'ORMAT/ON 

~ 
Ol 
0 
11. 

z 
0 
1-
z 
~ 
1/) 

z 
0 

V) -
(~ 
.J l 
>- Ill 

0 
Ii.. 

12 





I{) 
w 
O:! 
u.J 
V) 

2 
<( 

Q! 
:) 

0 
l/) 
V) 

~ 

I 
<{ 
Q{ 4 ) 

<{ 

N 

Section of Rocks in Ka.nsas City Area 

~-

MERRIAM t.S. MEMBER 

/Jha/e. YCr1,;i,/e,1n !h;<.kne.s.s * IJ//,o/<,9y, <:o/<,or<:,o"s 
n~~r fop;,. m a ny places; 9ree.nish colo,, 
mu:OG4!,,0U.S lo .semd/, ""d loc.<.1/fr co,-,fuins 
,.san,l.sfonc.,- ,?0 - 2.J') 

FARLEY LS. MEMBER 
(l/,1v<1llj f,vo bedJ o/ YPrlerb/4 !/,,'<:.f,u;J.s 
J '2pProled hy .shale, 10-30'} 

ISLA N D C REEK S HALE MEMBER 
(Jundt,;, ,olace,1 cJ(fr~me1f ye,ri'a6/e 
!hickness; 8 ·30) 

ARGENTINE LS. MEMBER 
( 6n:,/, /I,,;, 1rre9ular bedd,;,f/JOnH1.. cloy ,.ttnd 
/lmonilic lnclv.1ion~· Formerly c.all~d 11,i,., <rv.sli,u·.,) 
b·dye"ol!hc ·1c1a;' thins /bn<Jl'/hondKes/;20-~/ 

QUINDARA SHALE MEMBER 

z 
0 

~ ,: 
DI 
0 
IL 
V) 

" ; 
~ 
0.. 
"I 
I( 
Ill z 
z 
0 
(I) 

Ill 
I­
I-
0 
0 
z 
~ 
? 

13 





V) 
UJ 

~ 
UJ 
I/) 

n. 
'.) 
0 
~ 

" 
>­r 
0 
V) 
<{ 
1/) 

z 
c( 
:i •. 

z 
z 
.J 

Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 

ARvENTINe LS MEMBER 

QUl~J:.~~ta1ft:!~!;! r~ !~a~f,~-7') 
FRISBIE L S. MEM8ER , 

( 6'r<1y. wcolherJ h7hl 9ray lo hvif; 4-.5') 

(s/,,:,k, 9ra1 vanol,/e lh,clm~s,, co,,fc1ns cha,,-,,,/ 
scndsfone ncor lltciman M!l/.s, 7 -2S'J 

RAYTOWN LS. MEMl!IER 
(tipper ..surfoc~ e ve"; loc.olly .shp/y cl' hose; 
"cokco Led9e : · 7-8') 

MUNCIE GREEK SHALE MEM8ER 
( Block ,J/ofy/ conl<;,,ns ,,,PhoJphalic concrelions, 

very Ihm m ,:,foee.s; I - 3.f') 
PAOLA LS. MEMBER Oork ro 1- Z' 

{Jh,:,/e, w,/1, ltmey nodvfes near h"SC;' rd ..th1:1/e 
cc,v,s /ocq/f;' m m,¢1dl,e er lower p¢r1S 8i·24') 

CEMENT C ITY LS. MEMBER 

(Li91,/ ,ray; ev<n heddwf 8v1/d,,,9Lcd'le"4-l.3i) 

QUIVIRA SHALE MEMBE.R 
(vre"'rush t. bv/1; /ccol/y confv;n, !hm 1,/,,ck 

.slt:1f"y ..rhp/e ,3 -Z~') 

WESTERVILLE L..S. MEMBER 
(Y.,ry vor101,/~; 2 fi, +· !tjht 9roy ;,;,.,.,_,/cne[Ovl/ 

Led;e:J of 6oJ~· vppu porl Axel::, o cnus ·bedded 
oc/ife;f)r:011s,:u_C,'J"co/1Y'e!llpper parf de,,se and 
cherf.t In Pa,-kvi//e, ~req; "/Jpper P"rl locg/Jy c:rb.senr 
er npresenled 1,//,i-ne.sfo,,e n cdvle.s; .J•l:3') 

WeA SHALe McMBER 

z 
0 

~ 
:::E 
Cl:! 
0 
u.. 

w 
:z: 
< 
..J 

z 
0 

<~ 
..J::E 
2~ 

0 
II. 

z 
0 

~ 
~ 
0.:: 
0 
u. 
w 
~ 
::> 
z 
< :c 
V 

14 





1/) 
UJ 

~ 
LJ.J 
If) 

z 
<{ 

Ci 
:::, 
0 
I/) 
1/) 

~ 

IL 
:) 

0 
~ 

" 
> 
t 
" 
YI 
< 
V) 
z 
< 
~ 

Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 

' - -

WESTERVILLE LS. MEMBER. 

WEA SHALE ME.MBER 
(Arg,1/ac~, 9ray;!1,;d<:Ms -,c,,/hwanl;/4-30) 

BLOCK L.S. ME.MBER 
(An vpper bed of •r"Y. -,hel/y /,mes/one and on 
lower b~.d of' hvff~lt'eo!herin9 fii,,e4fcne .Jepon,!f!d 
by dork 9ray io hlad:. Jhal~; .5 .. 7') 

FONTANA SHA\.E. MEMBER 
Doric 9n:1 fo b/oe,/c · 2 - 7 ' 

WINTERSET LS. MEM8ER 
(! - 3 fee.I .sA<7le nttar 1t11dcll<., ~ndfhm Jkle 
partii-t9.s bl 6os'1 cf lt:>Mer ,;:or!"'; 1/PPflP''"'"' 

;:;~ v:£/:fY'. '!J~;'(:,;!/'~k';f;(,'{p;!~';:,!i 
i:dd~'~J,~~i:ir1,,9v~ J;:/ln4!1~o,lin 
7::{•t.1;~:; :;::.t,9i~~~"J}''"'JlfO,U!, ~,'fh 

BETHANY FALLS LS. MEMBER 
(LJ9.l,r gn~y; nodulor "' Top; .,.,,.""I• ;x,rl,01t ~;",.. -
'l"";,,." q1'(/ wto/hed li91,/ 4nd '""kl,m,t 'F"°Y/ locolly 
oolifu;. m mu/die ond ul'P"r p,,,r!J; low,r porT 
cry.f!o///ne; fo,.ms /orr~ /tiled hlod:.J "" ~tcn,p.s; 
!fuCh>css usually nurr 20 fui, buf 01f<1lns 26 fool 
/h,clc~n $Ovtl,~J/" ol /ndgpcndc,u:.~; Jpoff'ed 
Ro<Jc; IS-,2'') 

HUSHPUCK.Nl:Y -5HALI! Ml:MBl!R 

uJ _., 
~ 
>­(I,! 
Of'. 
w 
:r: 
V 

z 
0 

~ 
~ 
~ 
0 
u. 

I/') 

z 
z 
w 
0 

z 
0 

~ 
~ 
Qi( 
0 
IL 

15 





Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 16 

BETHANY FA ( LS l.S. M cMBt:R 

0.. HUSHPUCKNEY 5HALE MEMBER :6z 
:::, (Vra..r Q/ fop. hl,:,c.k, ,1/af"y <7//x,,F,e, Z;f-~ / Oil(~ 

0 MIDDLE CREEK LS. MEMBER 
'.:l:01-

°' (I Ii, Z mas.sin: lo nodvlar he.d.s; /-S ) 
II} "- < 

" ~Ez (SJ,0/0-, Yario6k ,;., lh/ckne.ss ""a' /ilho/09y; lorclly 
':i!Jn:~t:!, J'f1!s ~m~lon~ conJidcrcd ~.s f'<',1 ~~~ 

>- _.,ILi-

I- .SNIABAR LS. MEMBER z 
I) ~~rpc:'_j~::;~~t/~~.'.~J~J:::'/'9;';;,.7/·,°!:f.:.O~~~~ <2 
Ill /0<,0/!y C.Jee. o6ovt'-) ..3 - 14-/ I~ 
< MOUND CITY SHALE MeMBER I- :E 
Ill ((}nil i'ncludu c.alcort:ou., Jhalc. 0Y1:.rly,n9 dur!f ~ O! z ca,h,me:,cecus Jl,t:1/c,,' <rvera9e. • .3-4·') 

< CRITZER LS. MEMBER (JVodulonMp-• 
J: 0 

~ r1¥de-s i l'lli> ,¢ or 9ru.rt .shale; 0 -3') u.. 

-

\IJ 

I/) t 
),. w (J/u,lc. , .st'lfi; /oc.all, <Jml#i,u /e.,,lt'e,,/ur .sa11d.sl,;n~ 
l!l - % ~ (•knohto,..,,, .sand o d,-illvs).; AY~r"fe: ..cs·~ 

u.J .. ~ 
1/) I:,~ 

(L ~ ;§ 
:::, ~ 
0 ~"> 

z Ot'. ~ ~ 
~ ~ <{ "'" Q; " 

at Z3 "'),. 
:::> - :i: "' - " :,. 
0 - - ~~ 
,J') ]-fr ~ "> 
If) KN06TOWN .SANDSTONE .., .J 

·-2.··: ~ · {~ocol'., ~,:,/e,:,reous e,nd 'ro.ssi/."lercus di lc~;.S '.!-) Q) " 

~ 
\.) 

f~ 
Q () 
... .J - ' () ,J"' 

-- ~ \'.) z 
0 "' .. ~~ 
z " () 

( '-( ~ 
l::' 'I ~ ~ 

( 
Ill - - .J 

.J ~ 
0 

Q. ~ 

- ~ 
<): 
0 ... 
t 

- (Jhole/ ,,,,:u/1",,9 fro- "'!'~loGe<>W h> ,10"'4 ~ 
and lo«1l!J 1~/ud,i,,f .so,,dsfo,,, ) ~ 

~ - ~ -



.. 



Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 17 

CONTINUEO 

"l: 
~ 
~ 

(Jlu1le,· y~'.f/~ rro#'I oz.illoc~cvs ,b Jondy 4hd ~ 
locd'!J' 1nelu m9 .Jdn 'Jfon•,) ~.; 

Q. d 
::> .. ~ 
0 18 ~~ 
Q! "l: l: 

1/) I) '" '> ... 
w ~ <: 

0£'. 
~ ~ 

- - 0). 
"a, 

UJ (l ::, 

(/) "'"l 

17 i .J 
ll " '( '::! .. " z "'0 <: .J 

<{ l< 0 
~ ~ 

Ci 
~ 

z "' ' :, Ii' 

0 EXLINE LIMESTONE 
.J::, 

0 ~o t- ~ (O<td<, .s/,:,hhy orJhelly; /t,,si/ilucvs; '-/ 0 tj 
I/) z Lc.-;t:.tl /ltM co~/ n I/) ( 

V) ~ .. 
~ ~ 

~ ( ~" w ~ >-
.J 0 Ol 

Q. H EPLE.R (j,vj'.;""1e;) /oeally ah.sen{, ~ ~ Du.10/vnit IJ1usovrn1n .fer,e.1; o ... ;s;) ~ 0 
<: °' 
~ " 
0 
~ 

z 
.J 0 
<( -

{.f'herl"-', 1re,e.n emdmaroon olli:;J ii1 ~ 
<I) - - 0~ 
UJ 

1 Q! 
Ill 0 

ell 1 IL 

UJ IL SNI MILLS M EMBER 

\I) :> (!>eve /oped ~ilh•r uJ (;4,2;,.,cl, b&d el' 
0 den,1e, 9ray hh?,sfon•. or os 0- 4 foot z 
Q! hard /J/c,ek . $/<11fy .sho/4 (?Jaw.sen GO(JI/ ho,,_p;n/; 0 
" 

13 ave,ro9e, I:} 

~ 
PERRY FARM MEMBER ~ z {Conrt:11,u ,ttd and 9,u..n eloy ol l~p. col~reous ~ 

~ z Jh<ll• and lo~tr!ly chonn•f .. f/pc. Jtu,dJfcmt, 0 
0 in m/dd!C; and or9illoc eous .shol-. (:.foo/t'f,,,,~ u.. 

1/) 
~ 

in i>asp/ Porl; .J<1nd.1/on 11., ""'f. 6e, Jv/,,urloc.e 
e9uiyc,/•nf ol' w,,,.,..,uhvr1. chonn~I Jand,: 

UJ ett-•ra9-.. lhiiknf'l4..S/ 2s·:) I: 
z ~ ~ 
5 « 

< < 
~ ~ z 
If) 

ILi 

uJ 
..J 

0 
NOR~LEE,_T LS. MEMBE~ G,..y 'J'v,·y-9re.•n; 0-IC') 

NOWATA FORMATION 





z 
~ 
II) 
1.1.1 
z 
0 
~ 
I/) 
UJ 
0 

Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 

LENAPAH FORMATION 

{Sha/,:,, 9r-ay• 9rc.4n Jo dr:rnf. 9n,y; <.onfom.s cod,on­
a<. • ou.s .Jhol,:,cr/1,,r, coolmp/aut!-J; .3 .. 15') 

BAN DERA Q UARRY SANDSTONE M EM6ER 
(71'>1<.i"C,Js of /)and.,,a rcvr,q/,(>/'I Dn:.ra.ye, abcvl IS'} 

COA J.. CITY L.S . MEMBER 
( L t<Jhf 'i'"J· locull.t -'"".!!· 0-(Jj) 

M INE C REE.K .SHALE M E MBE R 

(a,r<"y , lcer&J!ly ccnlt,,ns Ja,u/.Jfone(~,u Jandj 
of dnlle,.s, /0 - 2S) 

MYRICI\' S TATION L.~1 MEMBER 
( /Ja,,t rror 2 "'-5/ 

ANNA .SHALE MeMBER 
(oa,k 1"')' !i,b/t>ck; J/t>ly ~ - 7') 

LEXINGTON COAL (EaJf_.,.. Jock,,.,,, Cou,.Ty. Roy 
C<>vnf[; and lal'ay~/1~ Covn',- , 1n !we bem:/w,µ-
~~~ .._.:/fej,.,-'j;:%Jo:%~:r7 rv• Jf.v,, Cl<'t)'. P/4/?e., 

(Lo<.ol Jo,id.1/one., ~pro /0 '/lud) 

..5he.1lt1. 9ray 

HIGGINSYILLe LS. MEMBER 
(Lo<<'lly po,.lly <vi ovl hf ()l'erl..J"'9 .1~nd.s!o,.e., s~) 

LITTLE OSAGE SHALE MeM8£R. 

z 
0 

~ 
:I 
QI 
0 ... 
< 
Qt 
w 
0 z 
~ 

z 
0 

~ 
I 
a:: 
0 
IL 

18 



.j 



<f) 
UJ 

Or:'. 
UJ 
U) 

z 
1 
<f) 
UJ 
z 
0 
~ 
\/) 
UJ 
0 

Section of Rocks in Kansas City Area 

Zo ---

H /(j(j/NSV!Ll.c LS. MeMBcR 

r' /,ni Hll/.s .5,,,,dsronQ,, 

t..lTTLE OSAGE SHALE MEMBER 

/.lovx L/meJfo,,e, 

Svmmil Co<71 

ROCK ~YM80LS US~D IN GEOLOGIC SECTION 

.1h<>le. 
Thirt - b«ld~d l,'m,:;~lonc 
Block .slaljr 4h<?le · 
Coal 
(/n,ltirclay 

Ruhhf/ l,'in~sfone 

Wa"')'·~dd~d 4;.,,,~.slonc. J'ihlh cl,t:rl ,,,"!11/es 

h{4,1s;v«, #,,~/t.W.dded /,in~s/v,e, 

Thin .$ha/~ ln:t1lc 

$andy .shq/e 

Th,;, /.edd,-d ..,,/r.,f;,,,e, 

Massi,,~, <0/1;,cu·,ovJ .sand,fo,;... 

z 
0 

~ 
l 
a: 
0 
u. 

l-
b 
IJ 
VJ 

I­
OI 
0 
IL 

19 




