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WHAT'S IN YOUR PINT?

The launch o f  the  1987 Good Beer  Gu ide  s t i r red  up  a  to r ren t  o f
cont roversy  a f te r  comments  made by  the  ed i to r ,  Ne i l  Hanson,  about
addit ives in beer.
Ne i l  sa id  tha t  a  spec ia l  ana lys is  o f  some brands  o f  beer  and c ider
carr ied out for CAMRA had shown "enough arsenic, lead and zinc to
start a heavy metal band". He appealed for al l  ingredients to be l isted
on labels, l ike otherfoodstuffs.
But this demand for information did not meet with approvalfrom the
brewers. The Brewers' Society described CAMRA claims over
addit ives as "absolute tr ipe".
Neil  described the reaction of brewers in general,  and the Brewers'
Soc ie ty  in  par t i cu la r  as  "border ing  on  the  hys ter ica l . "  He added:
"We have obviously touched on a very raw nerve. The Brewers'
Society over-reaction shows that the stone we have l i f ted conceals
some very nasty things.
"What we have said is that some brewers - not al l  -  are using
undes i rab le  add i t i ves .  But  unr i l  they  a l l  come c lean w i th  the
customer about what exaclty goes into our pint,  then a cloud of
susp ic ion  must  hang over  them a l l . "
In their counter attack, the Brewers'Society rejected the idea of
listing ingredients in beer. "Most of the things which start out to be
used in the produciton of beer are not there in the f inal product," said
spokesman Kenneth  Dun john.
The who le  uproar  i s  no t  un l i ke  the  cont roversy  a  decade ago
sur round ing  the  dec la ra t ion  o f  o r ig ina l  g rav i t ies .  Then i t  was
CAMRA who had to analyse beers to f ind out their strength, and to
campaign for the consumer to be told basic information.

1OO ISSUES AGO

This is the 100th issue of the Hertfordshire Newsletter, which f irst
appeared in February 1 978, hence the celebratory colou r.
The lead art icle in issue Number 1 was concerned with Ind Coope
hav ing  s lapped 2p  on  a  p in t ,  hav ing  found a  loopho le  in  the  then
Prices Commission rul ings. The piece berated the tact ics of Ind
Coope, who had made profi ts of f77M in the previous year, and
asked i f  the reader could now afford Burton Ale at 40p a pint.
Other matters of concern in the f irst issue were the thteat to the
survival of XX Dark Mild from Greene Kings Biggleswade brewery
(st i l l  here despite the continued lack of advert ising), and the suspect
activi t ies of Watneys and Trumans in dispensing real 'ale. More
specif ical ly, Herts North Branch was about to celebrate irs Pub of the
Year at the Cabinet, Reed; handpumps had just been instal led at the
Star, Furneaux Pelham; and the Herts/Essex Borders Branch had
just noted the 100th real ale pub in i ts area, a doubling in numbers in
two vears.
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Renovations now complete

Widest setec):iion of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pump

Reduced prices on cask ale
5-30 to 2.00 pm Mon-Fri .

Home cooked food at al l  t imes



NORTH HERTS CONTINUES

CAMRA North Hertfordshire recently cal led an extraordinary
general meeting to see i f  there was suff icient interest to continue.
l 'm happy to report that, without being overwhelmed, enough
members showed interest to warrant the branch continuing.
A new committee was formed and a meeting was arranged to sort
out specif ic fu nct ions for those people. l t  wou ld be a great help to the
new committee i f  other campaign members in North Hertfordshire
suppor t  them.
PC

Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year to Landlords
and Staff of all real ale pubs in Hertfordshire and to all Newsletter
readers and advertisers.

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

Across
1. l told Pam to become a state representative (8)
6. Beer brings in addit ional correspondence at start of year near

Hemel Hempstead (6)
9. Old form of transport in Boxmoor (10)

1 0. To put beer in casks in a kind oftorture (4)
1  2 .  Ne l ly  ge ts  34  mixed upwi th  H i tch in  pub (6 ,5 )
15 .  Team ent ra l led  by  f i lm - they  head here  when i t ' s  over  (4 )
'16. Pub in Potters Bar often associated with 14 (41
fl  , f  ree, i f  left  to develop, wi l l  be capable of producing fruit  (7 )
20. You need some for col lect ion when in church (4)
21 .  Smar tchap,  someth ing  o f  a  ma lechauv in is t  (4 )
22. Herts vi l lage ready-made for the French or Spanish to take up
residence (7 )
26. Casino house, ini t ial ly, wanting a penny for this? Probably rather
more(4)
28 .  Dry  up  r igh t  a f te r  the  dr ink  (4 )
29. D.C. to inspect disturbance in vicinity of Boar's Head (8, 3)
32. We have a r ight to enter town (4)
33. Buffalo's Head regulars here might cal l  Cupid Greek by mistake
( 1 0 )
34. Neighbour of nine making rape-seed extract (6)
35. Resist change in inside left  (8)

Down
2. Letter from abroad, the f irst nine here returned (4)
3. Found out how to make money in London Transport (6)
4 .  Came the  revo lu t ion ,  cu ts  hereby  made (7 )
5. Bridge partners in characterist ic pasing (7)
6 ,  Fag remains  in  good hea l th  a f te rdr ink ing  a t the  Eng ine  here  (7 )
7. Fol lowing si lence, stream is str ident (6)
8 .  Eat  ou t  in  qu ie t  Ch inese (4 )

' l  1 .  Two gal lons with company in St. Albans pub (7 )
12 .  l t  g ives  an  overv iew o f  a  po l i t i c ian 's  in i t ia t i ve  to  conta in  l r i sh
t roub les  (7 )
13 .  Eye l id  w i th  red  end f  lu t te red  and gave up  {7  )
14 .  Dr ink  her  in  Abbots  Lang ley ,  no  longer  in  Her t fo rd  (7 )
18 .  Co lour  o f  house in  Crox ley  Green {3 )
19 .  lns t i l  lager  to  some ex ten t  -  what  you migh t  be  i f  you  d id  (3 )
23. They show you r ight pieces to cook (7 )
24. Tempts wayward eastern section to give nothing away (7 )
25. Great pub in Hertford (7)
27 .  Smal l  dog runn ing  around in  loca l  es ta tes  s ta r ts  to  cause
accident (61
28.  They  go  on  a  c rawland ge t  lass  in  t roub le  (6 )
30 .  Jus t  one goes  in  a  long way (4 )
31 .  Monster  about  -  tu rn  back  a t  the  ou tse t  {4 )
The sender of the f irst correct entry opened on 1 st Februa rv 1 9g7 wil l
receive a CAMRA PVC Aoron.

SEPTEMBER COMPETITION

The winner of the September Competit ion is Mr. P. Sutton of Hitchin,
who receives a copy of Brian Glover's CAMRA Dict ionarv of Beer.



THE WINTER ALE TRAIL LAWFULLY DRUTUK?

The season o f  good cheer  i s  upon us  once aga in ,  bu t  fo r  rea l  a le  fans
i t  i s  a lso  the  season o f  good beer !  |  re fe r  o f  course ,  to  those
t rad i t iona l l y  b rewed w in te r  a les ,  wh ich  make the i r  we lcome
appearance around th is  t ime,  each year '  In  S t .  A lbans  las t  Chr is tmas
i t  was  poss ib le  10  car ry  ou t  a  pub c rawl  w i th  a  d i f fe rence,  sampl ing  a
d i f fe ren t  d raught  w in te r  a le  in  each o f  ha l f  a  dozen pubs  in  wa lk ing
d is tance o f  each o ther .  Here  are  some o f  the  seasona l  spec ia l i t ies  to
look  ou t  fo r  th is  w in te r .
F i rs t  o f  a l l  f rom McMul lens  o f  Her t fo rd  comes the i r  superb  s t rong
dark  Chr is tmas A le  (OG1070) .  Th is  i s  ava i lab le  f rom the  brewery  in
4  i  ga l lon  po lyp ins ,  so  i f  you  dr ink  in  a  Mac 's  pub ask  your  land lo rd
to  ge t  some in .  You ' l l  even f ind  i t  in  some McMul len  pubs  wh ich  on ly
se l l  p ressur ised  beer  fo r  the  remainder  o f the  year .
Greene K ing  Chr is tmas A le  (OG1052) is  no t  so  s t rong bu t  s t i l l  wor th
seek ing  ou t .  The po lyp ins  and accompany ing  beer  mats  fea ture  an
appropr ia te  sn ippet  o f  b rewing  h is to ry  -  the  fac t  tha t  a  cer ta in
Capta in  Chr is tmas owned a  brewery  in  Haverh i l l ,  Su f fo lk ,  wh ich
Greene K ing took  overwhen he  d ied  in  1918 So ra ise  your  g lasses to
the  memory  o f  Capta in  Chr is tmas !
Wethered 's  Win ter  Roya l  (OG 1055 )  i s  a  ra re  an ima l  indeed -  a  w in te r
brew f rom one o f  Br i ta in 's  B ig  Seven brewery  g ian ts ,  and an
exce l len t  beer  a t  tha t .  Whi tb read produces  around 100 bar re ls  a
week for 20 weeks at i ts Marlow brewery, and last year promoted i t  in
South  Eas t  Eng land th rough i t s  'T rad i t iona l  Beer  C lub '  So request
Win ter  Rova l f rom Land lords  who a l ready  serve  Wethered 's  B i t te r .
Adnams o f  Southwold  are  we l l  represented  in  the  f ree  t rade in
Her t fo rdsh i re  and the i r  seasona l  o f fe r ing  is  O ld  A le  (OG1040) ,  a  dark
and mal ty  b rew.  Hopefu l l y  Bensk ins ,  hav ing  no  w in te r  b rew o f  the i r
own,  w i l l ,  as  las t  year ,  make po lyp ins  o f  Adnams Old  ava i lab le  to
the i r  land lo rds .
Free  houses  wh ich  se l l  a  good range o f  rea l  a les  can usua l ly  be  re l ied
upon to offer at least one winter ale Some other beers to watch out
fo r  in  our  a rea  are  Young 's  Win ter  Warmer  (OG1055) ,  Brakspear 's
Old  (OG1O43) ,  Mau ldon 's  Chr is tmas Reserve  (OG1065)  and
Woodforde 's  O ld  Nor fo lk  A le  (OG1043) ,  the  las t  two f rom the
enterpr is ing  new independent  b rewer ies  in  Eas t  Ang l ia .
F ina l l y ,  a  word  o f  warn ing .  Most  o f  these w in te r  a les  a re  a  lo t
s t ronger  than your  typ ica l  d raught  b i t te r ,  so  make sure  you ' re  no t
d r i v i n g .
GA

tlhenitGomesto
GountryBest-

A s i d e - e f f e c t o f t h a t m o s t s p I e n d i d o f p a s t i m e s , b e e r d r i n k i n g , i s
;r ' ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; .  The state of obfuscation, brousht on bv imbidins too

ir*rv, ."" i !  described in many ways, some old and some of more

recent  o r ig in .
ih "  ; ; ; i " ; runk"  and phrases  l i ke  "on  the  drunk" " 'd runk  as  a

*h"aiUurro*" and "quite the gay drunkard" date from the late

nin"iu"ntft  century; in 1883 the charge of being "drunk and

;i ; ; ; ; ; ; t ; '  was introduced From about the same t ime came

Jur"r iot i6nt such as "unable to see a hole in a ladder" '  "drunk as a

i"f fi"shtt". "so drunk he opened his shirt to piss 
"; ' i lu. i"*a';  .omes from t 9i6 - "plastering" was original ly slang for

rtrait" i ing a bird with shot. During the Great War i t  was used to mean
;;; ; l l i "s";;vi ly" and the "pl istered" became armv slang for

dru  nk .
ih "  n . *  'S lang Thesaurus ' ,  compi led  by  Jonathon Green l i s ts

,"oru" of words'for being drunk Among these are: fractured' fr ied'

iuiced, laced, legless, tr i l .d, sloshed, smashed' sozzled' spif l icated

:;; ; i ; ; ; 'niso-incruaeu is the term immortal ised bv George

Brown:  " t i red  and emot iona l " '-m" 
i i .nl ."f i i  Hertfordshire terms for drunk are known; however'

'Hertfordshire Heritage',  a book of Hertfordshire words published in

1948,  de f ines  these te rms .
'Untawfu l l y  d runk ' :  unab le  to  keep ba lance '  aggress ive  and t ry ing  to

'kick up a row' '  In that state a man is l iable to be

s u m m o n e d '
'Lawfu l l y  d runk ' :A  man lawfu l l y  d runk  is  in tox ica ted '  bu t  qu ie t  and

ab le to  keepon h is fee t :
'A  chaP isn ' t  d runk
lf  he, from the f loor
Can ge t  on  h is  legs
And dr ink  one g lass  the  more

GOOD BEER IN I'IARROGATE
Armed with my copy of the Good Beer Guide for 1986 lset off  to
survev the recommended pubs in Harrogate. Time was short,  for I
only had a few days. There are six in this years guide, but due to lack
o f  t ime and one loca ted  some d is tance ou ts ide  o f  the  cent re ,  lon ly
managed to visi t  four. l t  was going to be interesting to see how
accura te  the  gu ide  is  in  se lec t ing  pubs  and beer .
I  commenced the  venture  a t  Ha les  Bars  in  Crescent  Road and as  the
gu ide  s ta tes ,  'a  fasc ina t ing  o ld  pub w i th  gas  l igh t ing ' .  The Bass
(1036) was superb but, the Stones Best Bit ter (1038) was excel lent
and bo th  a re  handpumped.  Accord ing  to  an  o ld  gent leman in  a
corner seat, the pub has not changed i  n 50 years. In fact there are st i l l
two large 'bunsen burners' on the bar top for customers to use as
cigarette l ighters.
The next was Gladstones on Prospect Place, a smart pub with two
rea l  a les  on  handpumps.  F i rs t  l t r ied  Youngers  Scotch  B i t te r  (1036) ,  a
f ine  a le ,  then l t r ied  Youngers  No.3  (10431 a  beaut i fu l  beer .  l t  was
really smooth and went down a treat. Four pints in one lunchtime
testi f ies to the quali ty of No.3. Gladstones is noted for i ts famous
individual meat pies. Each one is served in i ts own dish and topped
with suet pastry. There are six dif ferent f i l l ings and they are served
with a salad or roast potatoes, great value at f2.35. By 1 00p-m. the
pub was qu i te  fu l l  and  the  p ies  were  se l l ing  l i ke  'ho t  cakes ' .  The
Victorian theme of this smart pub is everywhere and i t  is one not to
miss  i f  you  v is i t  Har rogate .
I next went in search of Tavlor 's famous ales. According to Michael
Jackson's 'Pocket Beer Book',  TaVlor 's Landlord is worth seeking
out, so off I  went to the Old Tradit ion in Cold Bath Road' A large
fr iendly pub set into the side of the large victorian bui lding. The
internal decor is in need of freshening up, but the pub is one of the
o ld  type  w i th  two long bars .  I  o rdered a  p in t  o f  Land lord  (1042)and
sett led back to l isten to the l ive entertainment. There is a dif ferent
'act 'on each evening from Monday to Thursday every week' Taylor 's
Ram Tam and Porter were not on, neither was Theakston's Bit ter, but
the Landlord (bit ter)was in f irst class condit ion, matched only by the
barmaid. I  stayed longer than I should have, but i t  was worth i f  after
seeking out such a qual i ty beer.
My fourth and f inal pub was a visi t  to the Goach & Horses in West
Park. 'A pint of Johns Smith's Biner (1036) please' - pause - what a
beauti ful ly smooth glass of beer. The f ine creamy head lasted al l  the
way down to the bottom of the glass * three t imes' The pub was
rather modern looking, but had a fr iendly atmosphere. As with this
pub and the others, the prices were reasonable, varying from 76p to
86p a pint.
I  can truly recommend Harrogate for i ts pubs i f  not the weather. l t
was wet and windv outside. but verv warm and fr iendly inside. As to
the recommendations in the G.B.G., very accurate. l f  this is a
ref lect ion of the guide nationwide, then I can recommend you to buy
one for 1 987. Cheers.
Brian Mason
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CONKER CRACKER GREENE KING GASSY BEER
SHOCK

The South  Her ts  conker  match  was he ld  th is  year  a t  tha t  shr ine  to
Greene K ing  a le ,  the  P lough,  Datchwor th  Green,  where  s ix teen
contes tan ts  in  vary ing  s ta tes  o f  lubr ica t ion  v ied  fo r  the
championsh ip  o f  th is  anc ien t  Eng l ish  game.
Shrapnel-proof underwear was advisable for the brave contestants
as shattered horse-chestnuts r icochetted around the bar. Demon
h i t te r  Bob Nor r ish  smashed h iswayto the f ina l ,  wh i l s tWendyCasey
made i t  an  a lmost  husband-and-wi fe  c l imax by  adopt ing  a  more
subt le  approach:  th is  invo lved a l low ing  more  aggres ive  opponents
to  se l f -des t ruc t  the i r  nu ts ,  leav ing  hers  undamaged.  In  the  f ina l  th is
lady l i ke  approach won the  day ,  w i th  Bob a lmost  assass ina t ing  h is
pet  dog when h is  conker  d is in tegra ted .
Afterwards the part icipants partook of the excel lent food provided
by  the  land lo rd  and land lady ,  N ige l  and Char lo t te ,  and tended the i r
post-combative wounds - notably str ingers' digit  ( laceration of the
f inger  caused by  tang led  s t r ings)  and conkerers  g ro in  ( th is  occurs
when a  hard  shot  misses  w i th  pa in fu l  resu l ts ) .
More  exce l len t  a le  and Char lo t te 's  p ick led  on ions  ended a  most
en joyab le  even ing .
AJ

EAST LONDON & CITY BEER GUIDE
The second ed i t ion  o f the  Eas t  London and C i ty  Beer  Gu ide  has  now
been pub l ished by  the  Campaign  fo r  Rea l  A le '  The Gu ide  to  beer
dr ink ing  in  1 ,006 pubs  in  Eas t  London and C i ty ,  po in ts  ou t  tha t  in  the
las t  3  years  30  pubs  have been demol ished or  tu rned in to  d iscos  or
res taurants ,  aga ins t  on ly  6  new pubs .  'Th is  i s  a  p ic tu re  o f  doom for
the  t rad i t iona l  Br i t i sh  pub in  th is  a rea '  sa id  Ke i th  Emmerson,  head
pub information off icerfor East London and City Branch of CAMRA.
Rea l  a le  i s  jus t  about  ho ld ing  i t s  own in  Eas t  London and C i ty 's  pubs :

65% of them sel l  i t  in 1986, compared with 64ol" three years ago. 'The

rea l  p rob lem is  qua l i t y  a t  the  moment :  many land lo rds  have no  idea
how to  se l l  rea l  a le ' ,  sa id  Eas t  London and C i ty  Branch Cha i rman
A d r i a n  H a l l .
The 280 page Gu ide  l i s ts  a l l  pubs  in  EC1 to  EC4 and E1 to  E18,  w i th
notes  abou i  rea l  a le  ava i lab i l i t y  and pub fac i l i t i es  There  are  fu l l
s t ree t  maps and an  index  o f  a l l  pubs  a t  the  back ,  p lus  p len ty  o f
photos .  The Gu ide  shows in  fu l l the  r i ch  var ie ty  o f  the  Br i t i sh  pub:

Pub in  a  c inema
Len in 's  fo rmer  loca l
Haunted  by  George lV 's  mis t resses

F i rs t  pubto  be  l i tw i th  e lec t r i c i t y
Cont inua l  c r i cke t ing  v ideos
Mode l  ra i lway  around the  bar
Upsta i rs  was a  Wor ld  War  l l  b ro the l
fo r  US serv icemen

Vic to r ia  E17
Crown & Woolpack  EC1
George lV ,  Goswel l  Rd
E C 1
Viaduc t  Tavern  EC1
Pav i l ion  End EC4
O u e e n s H e a d E l 5
Nor fo lk  V i l lage ,
Shored i tch  H igh  St .

The Gu ide  may be  bought  fo r  a  l im i ted  per iod  f rom Peter  Rober ts ,34 ,
Meadow Way, Upminster lor E2 plus 40p SAE, cheques to Easl
London and C i tv  CAMRA.  The cover  p r ice  is  f  2  25 .

WATFORD AND DISTRICT JANUARY
SOCIAL EVENING
In  the  Wat fo rd  a rea ,  wh ich  is  dominated  by  Bensk ins  ou t le ts ,  an
a l te rna t ive  brew is  a  re f resh ing  change.  There  are  on ly  four  Courage
oubs w i th in  a  mi le  o f  Wat fo rd  town cent re ,  and one o f  these has
changed hands within the last few months.
A lec  and June Basset t  a re  the  new tenants ,  and fu l l  marks  are  due to
them for the way in which the Rif le Volunteer on Vi l l iers Road, Oxhey
Vi l lage  is  now be ing  run .
Th is  oub da tes  f rom the  1860 's ,  and is  s i tua ted  in  the  cent re  o f  an
establ ished residential area to the south of Watford. Despite the
presence o f  a t  leas t  ha l f  a  dozen o ther  pubs  w i th in  10  minu tes  wa lk ,
the Rif le Volunteer retains a busy, cosmopoli tan ambience, which is
compl imented  by  land lo rd  A lec 's  beerkeep ing  sk i l l s .  Handpumped
Courage Best Bit ter at 93p a pint,  and Directors at just over a pound,
are  cons is ten t ly  in  p r ime cond i t ion .
To the i r  c red i t ,  A lec  and June have res is ted  the  tempta t ion  to  ins ta l l
super f luous  t rapp ings :  no  poo l  tab les  or  iuke-boxes  here .  Ins tead
thev have improved the lunch-t ime fare: the quali ty and quanti ty of
reasonab le  p r iced  food f rom June 's  k i l chen w i l l  p lease a l l tas tes .
Alec and June are no strangers to the trade, having run a successful
Norwich  pub fo r  some years .  They  now br ing  th is  exper ience to
Hertfordshire.
Oxhey Vil lage already boasts two GBG '87 pubs (Haydon Arms and
Vil l iers Arms); wi l l  Alec and June complete the hat ' tr ick with the
Rifle Volunteer?
Come and see what you think at the Watford and Distr ict Branch
Social of the month in January (see Branch Diary for detai ls).

Greene K ing  have admi t ted  tha t  they  have issued "cask  brea thers"
to  over  500 pubs  in  the i r  es ta te .  These cont rovers ia l  dev ices  are
des igned to  a l low cask  beer  to  be  s to red  under  carbon d iox ide  gas
wi thout  p ressur is ing  the  beer .  The e f fec t  i s  to  p ro long the  l i fe  o f  the
beer  in  the  ce l la r  and the  in ten t ion  is  tha t  the  beer  w i l l  no t  become
f izzed up  as  a  resu l t .  However ,  there  is  no  doubt  tha t  some l i censees
a re  a l ready  m isus i  ng  cask  brea thers  to  the  de t r i  ment  o f  the i r  a le .
The two pos i t i ve  th  ings  wh ich  a  cask  brea the  r  ca  n  ach  ieve  a  re  to  s top
the  beer  f rom tu rn ing  v inegary  w i th  age and to  s top  in fec t ion  f rom
wi ld  yeas ts  en ter ing  the  bar re l ; the  la t te r  p rob lem is  perhaps  bes t
dea l t  w i th  by  c lean ing  the  ce l la r .  The prob lem o f  ox ida t ion  -
exposure  to  the  a i r  -  comes a long 48  hours  a f te r  the  cask  is  opened.
So i f the  tu rnover  o f the  beer  i s  h igh  enough,  and the  casks  ordered
are  smal lenough,  then the  prob lem wi l l  no t  a r ise .
There  is  no  doubt  tha t  in  pubs  wh ich  have a  low tu rnover  o f ,  say ,
mi ld  the  qua l i t y  o f  the  beer  improves  overa l l ,  bu t  there  is  the
susp ic ion  tha t  a  number  o f  l i censees  are  us ing  the  sys tem bad ly  o r
when there  is  no  need.
Problems arise when the cask breather is appl ied too early to fresh
beer .  l f  the  beer  in  the  ce l la r  has  no t  gone th rough i t s  "secondary
fe rmenta t ion"  then i t  w i l l  no t  have Ceve loped the  subt le  and
de l ic ious  f lavours  tha t  make t rad i t iona l  beer  so  much be t te r  than
other  types .  App ly ing  the  brea ther  to  casks  wh ich  have la in  in  the
ce l la r  fo r  on ly  a  day  or  two means tha t  the  f resh ,  immature ,  b land
f lavour  i s  p reserved *  the  beer  i s  s t rang led  a t  b i r th .  Worse  s t i l l  i s  to
app ly  the  va lve  midway th rough secondary  fe rmenta t ion  where  i t
appears  a  bu i ld -up  o f  p ressure  can ar ise ,  mak ing  the  beer  qu i te
unp leasant .  A lmost  as  gassy  as  lager .
Greene K ing  have issued cask  brea thers  to  the  major i t y  o f  the i r  pubs
and ins t ruc t ion  seems to  be  tha t  the i r  use  is  a t  the  land lo rds
d iscre t ion .  But  when pubs  wh ich  tu rn  over  enormous amounts  o f
beer  a re  us ing  them on the  top-se l l ing  IPA as  a  mat te r  o f  course ,  then
i t  i s  c lear  tha t  d isc re t i r :n  i s  no t  good enough -  a  b i t  o f  educat ion  is
needed.
Greene K ing  shou id  i ssue c lear  gu ide l ines  as  to  when a  cask  brea ther
might  be  used,  how i ts  use  can be  avo ided and,  most  impor tan t ly ,
when i t  shou ld  no t  he  used.
Tim Webb

'Looks l ike we
could be in
for another'Merry',Christmas."

"You must try this
vear's t!"adit ional
christmas ale.
It 's got a r ich,
fruiW taste, and
it's very very
strong !"
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Welcome to  Br ian  and F ionna Ward  who have taken over  the
managership of the Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger. Brian is no
newcomer to the Barley Mow as he worked for many years for John
Blackwel l .  H is  a im is  to  cont inue to  p rov ide  the  qua l i t y  o f  beer  the
pub was a lways  we l l  known fo r ;  the  range w i l l  be  geared to  the
requ i rements  o f  cus tomers .  F ionna has  in t roduced even ing  as  we l l
as  luncht ime mea ls ,  w i th  the  accent  on  home produced fa re .
ln Welwyn Garden City, the Hedgehog is now serving Benskins Best
B i t te r  and Bur ton  A le  on  handpump.
The Rose and Crown in Watford has re-ooened after refurbishnrent.
I t  now has two bars, both offering Charrington IPA and Bass on
Handpumps. At the t ime of writ ing, the future of the King's Head,
Eushey Heath  was s t i l l  uncer ta in .  Bensk ins 'p lann ing  app l ica t ion ,  to
se l l  the  pub w i thout  a  l i cence and deve lop  the  remainder  o f  the  s i te ,
had been re fused,  bu t  they  were  to  appea l  aga ins t  th is  dec is ion .
Meanwhi le ,  a  campaign  was be ing  mounted by  regu la rs  and the
Wat fo rd  b ranch o f  the  Campaign  to  keep the  pub open"
The Cork  &  Bot t le ,  Great  Gaddesden has  Trumans 'Sampson and
Mars tons 'Ped igree  and Merc ian  Mi ld  on  the  handpumps,  the 'house
a le '  hav ing  been d iscont inued.  On weekdays  there  is  a  happy  hour
f rom 5 .30  to  7 .30  when the  rea l  a les  a re  ava i lab le  a t  60p a  p in t .
In Hemel Hempstead,the Princes Arms has re-opened after a second
lenghty  c losure ;  Bensk ins  Bes t  B i t te r  i s  ava i lab le  on  one o f  the  two
handpumps.
Alterat ions are reported under way at the White Lion, St. Albans,
whilst in the same city the Midland Railway looks set to close to
make way for a car park. At the Milehouse, also in St. Albans,
p lann ing  permiss ion  has  been re fused fo r  a  twe lve  fee t  h igh  "Herb ie
Tree ' ,  an  a l l - in -one ch i ld rens  p layground in  the  car  park .  Meanwhi le
at McMullen's Camp, staff and customers on a sponsored run raised
fS00towards  a  Sunsh ine  Coach Appea l .
Bensk ins  have app l ied  fo r  p lann ing  permiss ion  fo r  ex tens ions  and
alterat ions at the Cross Keys, Gustard Wood.
B e e r s  f r o m  t h €  e n t e r p r i s i n g  B u r t o n  B r i d g e  b r e w e r y  o f
Bur ton-on-Trent  have been mak ing  a  regu la r  appearance in
Hertfordshire free houses of late. One of these, the Crown,
Bunt ing ford  has  been se l l ing  Br idge B i t te r  (1042)  and Old  Expens ive
(1066) ,  a  dark  w in te r  warmer .

In  1962-3  the  la te  W.Branch Johnson pub l ished a  two vo lume survev
on al l  the Hertfordshire Inns and Beerhouses in existance, that were
establ ished before '1860. While leafing through these fascinating
vo lumes,  now sad ly  ou t  o f  p r in t ,  i t  i s  soon apparent  tha t  an
ex t raord inary  number  o f  pubs  have shut  s ince  W.Branch Johnson 's
research, 25 years ago.
During the next few months there wil l  be a series of art icles l ist ing
these lost pubs with a few descript ive detai ls. Unfortunately i t  is very
d i f f i cu l t  to  d iscover  in fo rmat ion  about  pubs  wh ich  c losed ear l ie r
than the  mid-sevent ies ,  wh ich  is  where  you the  reader  migh t  be  ab le
to  he lp .  When was the  pub shut?  Why? Can you te l l  us  any
in te res t ing  memor ies  o f  these los t  pubs? What  was the  beer  l i ke  in
those days? Please write and tel l  the newsletter, or those memories
might be lost forever. Also, this l ist cannot be entirely accurate, as
some pubs  may have changed the i r  names s ince  1963.
Part One:
Albury: Fox :  Owned in  1856 bv  the  Archdeacon o f

Mer ioneth .  McMul len .
Roya l  Oak:  (C lapgate)  The v i l lage  loca l  un t i l
c losure  by  Rayments /Greene K ing  in  1985,
w i thout  a  l i cence.

Amwel lWheathampstead) :  RedCow:  C losedby lndCoope
Apsley:
Baldock:

Barnet :

Berkhamsted:

Sa lmon:  C losed by  Ind  Coope.
Note  Greene K ing  owned 12  o f  the  towns 16
pubs in  1983.
B lack  Eag le :  Because o f  the i r  loca l  monopo ly
Greene K ing  were  ab le  to  c lose  th is  lg th
century  town pub in  1984.  Owned by  Wel ls  and
Winch Brewery  o f  B igg leswade in  1962.
Eight Beffs: An inn since at least 1727. Green
King .
Stag: Establ ished in 1732. Greene King.
Old Bull :  Had stabl ing for '16 horses in 1756.
C losed in  1963 by  lnd  Coope.
Wel l ing ton :  An Inn  in  1785.  Owned by  Manns
brewery of Northampton in 1962.
White Horse: Once owned by Benjamin
Bennet t  o f  Dunstab le .  C losed bv  McMul lens .
Old Bell :  (Barnet Gate) Mentioned in '1756. Ind
Coooe.
This is what happens when one brewery owns
near ly  a l l  o f  a  town 's  pubs , . .
Carpenters Arms: (Park Street) Closed by lnd
Coope.
Castle: A beerhouse in '1834. lnd Coope.
Gardeners Arms: (Castle Street) Ind Coope.
Oueens Arms: ln existance prior to 1607. Ind
Coope.
Railway: Ind Coope.
White Hart:  On a very ancient si te. Ind Coope.

To be continued.AJ

PUB OF THE YEAR

South Herts
The Woodman, Wi ldhi l l
After a year of good fun and social events around our part of the
county ,  the  f i rs t  South  Her t fo rdsh i re  Branch Pub o f  the  year  has
been dec ided.  Dur ing  the  year  our  330 Rea l  A le  Pubs were  vo ted  on
by  the  ac t ive  membersh ip  a t  b ranch meet ings .  The area  was se t  ou t
in  geograph ica l  zones ,  each conta in ing  approx imate ly  30  pubs  o f
wh ich  one cou ld  be  nominated  per  member  per  month .  The
resu l tan t  month ly  w inner  rece ived an  award  in  the  fo rm o f  a
commemorat ive  p laque,
A l l the  pubs  o f  the  month  were  then vo ted  on  fo r  Pub o f  the  Year ,  the
Woodman a t  Wi ldh i l l  deserved ly  w inn ing  th is  coveted  t i t le .  A  la rge
gather ing  o f  members  and f r iends  took  p lace  a t  the  presenta t ion  on
September 30th.
The Woodman is  a  c lass ic  pub (GBG of  course)  and prov ides  the
cheapest Greene King Abbot Ale and IPA in South Hertfordshire, a
la rge  amount  o f  the  sa id  b rews be ing  consumed a t  much reduced
prices for this occasion.
We thank  Ann and Dave Rober ts  fo r  a l l  the i r  we lcomes as  we l l  as  the
hosp i ta l i t y  tha t  even ing .
The vOting started again in November for 1987's award and we look
forward to the same support,  interest and publici ty last year's events
brought.
SB



BRANCH DIARY WHAT'S ON AT.YOUR PUB

SOUTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

H ERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH
Thursday 1 1th December
Pub Crawl  o f  S tevenage Old  Town.  Meet  in  the  Coach & Horses ,
8 o . m .
Thursday 18th December
Pub o f  the  Month  soc ia l  a t the  B i rd  in  Hand,  Gosmore ,8p .m.
Contact Peter Clarke c Stevenage 365957

Monday lst December
Commi t tee  Meet ing  a t  the  Duncombe Arms,  Her t fo rd ,  Sp.m
Tuesday 9th December
Goodbye to  Water fo rd  Arms? Soc ia l ,  Water fo rd .  Phone contac t  to
check  i f  pub is  s t i l l oPen.
Tuesday 16th December
Annua lGenera l  Meet ing  a t  the  Goat ,  S t .A lbans ,  8p  m.  A l l  we lcome.
Saturday 27th December
Mid-w in te r  ramble .  Meet  a t  sou thern  tu rn  to  Chapmore  End on  the
B158 nor th  o f  Her t fo rd  (OS Ref  .  T1160331 )  a t  1  1 .00a.m Ci rcu la r  wa lk
-  S tou t  shoes  recommended.

JANUARY 1987

Monday 5th JanuarY
Corn- i i , " "  meet inga l  the  Bar ley  Mow,  Ty t tenhanger '  8p  m '

Friday 9th JanuarY
nt t  H . r t to tA .n i re  Annua l  Xmas par ty ,  Bramf ie ld  V i l lage  Ha l l  Contac t

Eric Sim - Hatf ield 60647 for detai ls '
Tuesday 13th JanuarY
g iun .h ' l \ / l "e t ing  a t  ihe  Oueens Head Co lney  Heath '  Spm A l l

we lcome.  '
Tuesday 20th JanuatY
ir ip i"  f"O Coope Brewery, Burton-on-TrenL Limited places' f5 for

coJch.  Contac t  bob Nor r ish  -  Harpenden 69923 fo r  de ta i l s '

WednesdaY 21st January
New rea l  a le  ou t le t  soc ia l  a t  the  Greyhound '  Bengeo '  Bp m

Newcomers  we lcome'
Tuesday 27th JanuarY
Pub of the month. Phone contact for detai ls '

Contact Adrian Jolliffe a St.Albans 69575

i
WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday l f thDecember
Branch Meet ing  a t theThreeCrown,  Bushey,  Bp m'
Friday 19th December
London Xmas pub c rawl .  S tar t  a t  the  Windmi l l  (F ree  House) '

Tabernac le  S t . ,  EC2.  5P.m
Saturday 27th December
Post  Xmas pub c rawl / ramble .  S tar t ing  in  Berkhamsted '  Phone

Contact,
JANUARY 1987
Wednesday 14th JanuarY
Branch Meeting at the Wheatsheaf 8p
from Benskins.

m. ,  inc lud ing  gues t  speaker

Wednesday 21st JanuarY
Socia l  at the Ri f le  Volunteer ,  Oxhey Vi l lage,  Sp m'
ContactTonY King t Garston672587

MID.CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact Peter Freeman t Hemel Hempstead 69773

Sth December: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, Bp.m. Singaround at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
7 th  December :  Brewery  Tap,  Ware ,8p .m.  Adr ian  May a t  Ware  Fo lk
C l u b .
12th December: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Mick and Sarah
Graves  a t  Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
13th December: Buffalo's Head, Puckeridgo from 8p.m. Chinese food
night with set meal at f6.50 per head.
14th December: Brewory Tap, Wars,8p.m. Derek Brimstone at Ware
Folk Club.
1gth December: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts,8p.m. Christmas Party
a t  Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
21st December: Brewery Tap, Ware,8p.m. Christmas Party at Ware
F o l k  C l u b .
3tst December: Buffalo's Head, Puckeridge, New Year's Eve party.
Set supper at f4 per head.
2nd January: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Singaround at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
9th January: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Ragged Robin at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
16th January: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Johnny Coll ins at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
23rd January: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Hoddesdon Folk
C l u b .
25th January: Buffalo's Head, Puckeridge, Burns Night with haggis.
neeps  and ta t t ies .  P lease book  your  mea l  on  Ware  821949.
3 0 t h  J a n u a r y :  C r o w n ,  S t a n s t e a d  A b b o t t s , 8 p . m .  G e o f f
H igg inbot tom a t  Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
6th February: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p.m. Singaround at
Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
L is t ing  in  the  What 's  On co lumn is  FREE.  Send de ta i l s  to  the  address
below by 1st February for March edit ion.

PUB OF THE MONTH

North Herts

Bird in Hand, Gosmore
The last pub of the month for 1986 in North Herts goes to the Bird in
Hand,  Gosmore .  S i tua ted  in  the  de l igh t fu l  v i l lage  o f  Gosmore ,  jus t
ou ts ide  H i tch in ,  the  B i rd  in  Hand has  been se l l ing  a le  s ince  1886.  The
pub was sympathetical ly altered some two and a half years ago but
maintains i ts character.
Keith El l iot has been running the pub for the last twelve years and an
excel lent reputation for beer and food has been achieved.
Thursday December 18th has been chosen as the date. So come
along and sample  the  Greene K ing  beers  and w ish  the  o ther
members  a  Mer ry  Chr is tmas.
PC

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome you to

@il,::JillH@
Rayments BBA * Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD }IOME COOKED FOOD
MONOAY TO SATURDAY
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