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Oxyrhopus petolarius (False Coral Snake) 

Family: Dipsadidae (Rear-fanged Snakes) 

Order: Squamata (Lizards and Snakes) 

Class: Reptilia (Reptiles) 

 

Fig. 1. False coral snake, Oxyrhopus petolarius. 

[http://www.fieldherpforum.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=12448, downloaded 25 October 2016] 

TRAITS. The coloration of the false coral or calico snake Oxyrhopus petolarius varies, but is 

usually similar to a coral snake (genus Micrurus), which it mimics. It normally consists of some 

combination of black and red rings or cross bands. In some the pale-coloured cross bands can be 

white instead of red on the anterior part of the body (Fig. 1) (Boulenger, 1896). The dorsal scales 

are smooth, with apical pits present, and are organized in rows of 19 at mid-body (Boulenger, 

1896). Sexual dimorphism of the colour pattern is not visible for any population of this species 

(Bailey, 1970). It is possible for an adult Oxyrhopus petolarius to grow to be as long as 91cm, 

including a tail which maybe be 22cm long (Boulenger, 1896). 

DISTRIBUTION. Oxyrhopus petolarius resides from Mexico, throughout Central America, to 

Bolivia and south-eastern Brazil in South America (Bailey, 1970), including both Trinidad and 

Tobago.   
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HABITAT AND ECOLOGY. Oxyrhopus petolarius mostly hunts at night and on land, with 

some records of arboreal and diurnal activity, and it lives in both open and forested areas (Costa 

et al., 2010; McCranie, 2011). Oxyrhopus petolarius can consume a variety of food so it known 

as a food generalist, its diet in the wild is made up of lizards, birds and small mammals 

sometimes snakes, amphibians  and eggs of birds (Solórzano, 2004; Gaiarsa et al., 2013). Anolis 

lizards seem to be poisoned badly by the venom of Oxyrhopus petolarius (Boos, 2001). 

REPRODUCTION. Scientific literature is limited relating to the reproductive biology 

Oxyrhopus petolarius.  Eight near-term eggs were found in Colombia in October 2006, which 

was early spring, suggesting a seasonal reproductive pattern (Lynch, 2009). A captive female 

laid seven eggs in June 1960, which was late fall (Test et al., 1966). 

BEHAVIOUR. Oxyrhopus petolarius displays courtship behaviour of head and chin movement 

by the male over the body of the female, which was succeeded by copulation (Zacariotti and del 

Rio do Valle, 2010). 

APPLIED BIOLOGY. Oxyrhopus petolarius is not dangerously venomous to humans.  
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