
Common 
Name

Scientific 
Name

Description Height

Midgen Berry Austromyrtus 
dulcis

Low shrub – informal 
hedge.. White 
flowers in 
spring/summer with 
purple spotted edible 
berries. Wildlife 
attractant

.5m

Happy 
Wanderer

Hardenbergia 
violacea

Dark, glossy leaves 
with bright purple 
pea like

na

Guinea Flower Hibbertia 
Scandens

Well behaved vine 
with large golden-
yellow flowers in 
spring/ summer – 
excellent screening 
scrambler

na

Bower Vine Pandorea 
jasmenoides

Great climber with 
showy white/pink 
flower in spring/ 
summer. Attracts 
wildlife. Frost 
sensitive. Sun to part 
sun. 

3m

Ground Covers/Creeper
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Birdwing 
Butterfly Vine

Pararistolochi
a praevenosa

Essential habitat for 
Birdwing Butterfly. 
They lay their eggs 
on the leaves and 
larvae eat the leaves 
after hatching. 
Flowers summer/ 
autumn flower in 
winter/spring

3m

Native Violet Viola 
hederaceae

Sprawling 
groundcover with 
delicate purple and

0.1m

Tripladenia 
Cunninghamii

Kreysigia Small erect herb 
which suckers from 
the base but does 
not spread 
extensively. Small 
attractive mauve 
pink flowers at leaf 
junctions. Sheltered 
site in light shade. 
SE.Qld & NE.NSW. 

Up to 
40cm 

Maiden Hair 
Fern

Adiantum 
aethiopicum

Attractive native 
maidenhair which 
quickly forms dense 
clumps. Prefers 
some sun & 
abundant moisture. 
Tolerates heavy clay 
soils.

up to 
50cm

Ferns



King fern Angiopteris 
evecta

One of the largest 
ferns in Australia. 
Fronds extending out 
to 5m. Slow but 
hardy, prefers moist 
protected well 
drained site with full 
or part shade. Q’ld & 
NSW.

6m

Birdsnest Fern Asplenium 
australasicum

Can grow on ground 
or be attached to 
tree. Features for 
trees, habitat for 
frogs, lizards and 
other reptiles. A 
striking alternative is 
the Staghorn 
(Platycerium 
superbum).

1m

Silver Lady 
(Fern)

Blechnum 
gibbum

A hardy fast growing 
fern for shady spots 
in the garden. Its a 
great filler plant 
which is sure to add 
a touch of the tropics 
to your garden.

up to 1m

Tree Fern Cyathea 
australis.

Tall fern for feature 
plantings

10m

Bangalow Palm Archontophoe
nix 
cunninghamia
na

Classic local palm 
with bright red fruit 
in autumn. Bird 
attractant and a 
must for any 
rainforest garden

20m
Palms



Walking Stick 
Palm

Linospadix 
monostachya

Distinctive 
understorey palm 
with bright red fruit 
sporadically through 
year. Attracts 
wildlife

2-3m

Cabbage Palm Livistona 
australis

Broad fan leaves. 
Cream-white flower 
spikes in summer. 
Red fruit turning 
black – bird 
attractant

8m

Cunjevoi Lily Alocasia 
brisbanensis

Huge succulent, 
glossy leaves with a 
white/yellow flower 
spike and showy red 
fruit in summer. 
Warning: this plant 
is poisonous if 
ingested.

1m

Swamp or 
River Lily

Crinum 
pendunculatu
m

Fragrant showy 
white flowers

1m

Lillies



gymea lily Doryanthes 
excelsa

The Gymea lily is a 
stunning, 
architectural plant, 
with an upright, 
clumping growth 
habit and large 
sword shaped 
leaves.

2m

Local Native 
Ginger 

Alpinia 
caerulea

Lush clumping plant 
with large foliage 
and bright blue 
berries. Flowers in 
spring/ summer. 
Attracts wildlife. 
Small variety Alpinia 
arundelliana also 
available

2m

QLD Native 
Ginger 

Alpinia 
caerulea

Lush clumping plant 
with large foliage 
and bright blue 
berries. Flowers in 
spring/ summer. 
Attracts wildlife. 
Small variety Alpinia 
arundelliana also 
available

2m

Narrow leaved 
Gardenia

Atractocarpus 
chartaceus

Narrow leaves and 
fragrant white 
flower in late 
winter/spring. 
Attracts wildlife

3m

Understory Plants



Finger Lime Citrus 
australasica

Edible citrus, great in 
salads and with fish. 
Bushfood. Full sun to 
part shade. 5m. 

6m

Clumping Palm 
Lilly

Cordyline 
congesta

Graceful linear plant 
with sprays of bright 
red fruit and flowers 
in drooping panicles. 
Bird attractant

1.7m

Broad-leaf 
palm lily

Cordyline 
petiolaris

Large lush leaves 
and bright red berry 
in summer. Bird 
attracting fruit. 
Bushfood

6m



Slender Palm 
Lily

Cordyline 
Stricta

A palm-like foliage 
plant with long 
narrow leaves to 30-
60cm. Useful 
understorey shrub 
for shady areas. 
Sprays of blue 
flowers in summer 
followed by black 
berries. Qld & NSW

5-7m

Bolwara Eupomatia 
laurina

Heavily scented 
flower in summer 
and edible fruit in 
autumn/ winter. 
Bushfood. Attracts 
wildlife

3m

Orange Thorn Pittosporum 
multiflorum

Spiny; cover for 
small birds; white 
flowers, edible berry

1.5m

Hairy 
Psychotria

Psychotria 
loniceroides

Delicate white 
flowers in summer. 
Fruit attracts birds

3m



Smooth 
Psychotria

Psychotria 
daphnoides

This is a dense bushy 
shrub whose fruit 
attractbirds such as 
Lewins Honeyeaters.

4m

Pointed-leaf 
Hovea

Hovea 
acutifolia

Fine open shrub; 
purple pea flowers in 
late winter; prefers 
filtered light; deeper 
soils

2m

Blue Tongue Melastoma 
Affine

Prolific mauve 
flowers; edible fruit 
pulp

2m

White 
Melastoma 
QLD

Melastoma 
Affine  - Alba

Attractive bushy 
shrub to 3m x 2m 
with showy white 
flowers & pinkish 
edible fruit that stain 
the mouth. Fast & 
adaptable, prefers 
moist-wet sites. 
Light frosts. 
Sun/shade.

Shrubs/Hedge Plants



Yellow 
Pittosporum

pittosprum 
revolutum

A large shrub, 
growing to around 3 
metres tall and 2 
metres wide, it has 
small yellow flowers 
in spring which are 
strongly perfumed.

3m

Holly Fuschia Graptophyllum 
ilicifolium

Ornamental bushy 
shrub to 6m with 
stiff habit, shiny 
leaves & showy rich 
red bird attracting 
flowers. Slow 
growing, does best 
in well drained shady 
site. Endemic to CE 
& NE.Q’ld.

 250cm

Coastal banksia banksia 
integrifolia

rough patterned bark 
and long green 
leaves with a silver 
underside. Pale 
yellow flowers are a 
cylinder shape can 
be seen in Summer 
to Winter the 
flowers can be up to 
12cm long.  

6m

Swamp 
Banksia

Banksia robur A dramatic & 
sculptural small 
tree/shrub with 
large flower spikes 
and fruits in 
autumn/winter 
lasting months

2m

Banksias



Hairpin Banksia Banksia 
spinulosa

Showy 
yellow/orange 
flower spikes. 
Excellent specimen 
for winter colour. 
Attracts birds

3-5m

Silver Aspen Acronychia 
Wilcoxiana

Spreading shade tree 
to 8m with large 
glossy green leaves. 
Often found on 
sandy soils near the 
coast. Decorative 
white globular fruit. 
Sun or shade in well 
drained soil.

5-7m

Blueberry Ash Eleaeocarpus 
reticulatus

An elegant small 
tree with white or 
pink bell flowers in 
summer, flower 
spike resembling a 
bottlebrush followed 
by small, round blue 
fruit. Bird attractant. 

6m

Snow in 
Summer

Melaleuca 
linariifolia

Striking masses of 
white flowers born 
in summer with 
attractive paperbark 
trunk

2m

Coastal



Pandanus Pandanus 
tectorius

Sculptural tree with 
large orange fruit 
(female only), large 
strappy leaves and 
distinctive prop roots

10m

Calicoma Calicoma 
seratafolia

Bushy shrub to 8m 
with dark green 
serrated leaves with 
silver reverse.  
Cream wattle-like 
ball flowers in 
Spring. Fast, prefers 
a  sheltered moist 
position, sun or light 
shade, frost hardy. 
SE.Qld to the Blue 
Mtns.

8m

Brown 
Kurrajong

Commersonia 
bartramia

An attractive 
spreading tree to 
12m with hoizontal 
branches giving a 
layered effect.  
Showy white 
flowers. Full sun, 
well-drained site. 
Fast growing 
pioneer. Widespread 
from Clarence River 
to Cape York.

12m

Long-Leaf 
Tuckeroo

Cupaniopsus 
newmanii

Slender tree to 6m 
with very showy red 
new flushes of 
serrated leaves. 
Hardy in sun or 
shade in well 
drained soils. 
Moderate growth 
rate. Border ranges 
of Q’ld & NSW.

6m

Smaller Rainforest Plants

5



Glossy Laurel Cryptocarya 
laevigata

Shrubby tree with 
glossy foliage and 
large red fruit in 
spring/summer. 
Attracts wildlife

6m

Davidsonia 
jerseyana

Davidson Plum An outstanding small 
tree that prefers 
warm conditions and 
some shade. Striking 
edible purple fruits 
that make excellent 
jam. Davidsonia 
jerseyana is the 
southern form, it 
fruits in the summer 
months and is 
generally a smaller 
plant than its the 
northern Davidsonia 
pruriens. The fruit 
form on the trunk of 
the tree and it is 
striking in full fruit.

2-5m

Bopple Nut hicksbeachia 
pinnatiafolia

Slender ornamental 
shrub  often multi 
stemmed. Red new 
growth. Well drained 
sitein sun or light 
shade. Difficult to 
establish but hardy 
after that. Red 
edible nuts.

10m

5



Native 
frangipani

Hymenosporu
m flavum

It is a rainforest tree 
native to Queensland 
and New South 
Wales and it's large, 
glossy leaves give it 
a tropical look.

8m

Firewheel Stenocarpus 
sinuatus

Handsome large tree 
for sub-tropical & 
tropical & 
Mediterrean gardens 
with large dark 
green glossy leaves 
and red spider 
flowers.

12m

Tassel Rope 
Rush

Baloskian 
Tetraphylla

Erect, bright green 
perennial tussock 
with smooth stems, 
feathery appearance 
from repeated 
thread-like branching 
along the stem. 
Spreads from woolly, 
creeping 
underground stems. 
Moist to 
permanently wet soil 
along watercourses 
and in swamps, 
tolerating periods of 
drying out. Full sun, 
semi shade. 

1.5m

Grasses



Jointed Rush Baumea 
Articulata

This is an attractive 
native sedge. It has 
drooping 
flowers/seed heads 
& bamboo-like 
stems on older 
growth.  It is 
excellent for water 
features & is a great 
habitat plant for 
nesting bird life.  It 
grows in water to 
1m deep & likes 
either full sun or 
semi-shade

1.5-2m

Tall Sedge carex 
appressa

Carex appressa is a 
hardy sedge for 
wet and dry zones. 
It is an ideal plant 
for Constructed 
Wetlands, Rain 
Gardens and 
general 
revegetation of 
riparian zones

1m

Tassel sedge carex 
fascicularis

A species of sedge of 
the Cyperaceae 
family that is native 
to Western Australia 
The monoecious and 
rhizomatous 
perennial grass-like 
sedge has a tufted 
habit 

1.5m

Short-stem 
Sedge

Carex 
maculata

Densely tufted sedge 
spreading from short 
underground stems. 
Flowering stems 
erect, rounded to 3-
angled in cross 
section, from 3-
10cm high, shorter 
than leaves.

.4m



Fan Sedge Carex 
gaudichaudian
a

A native spreading 
grass with green, 
weeping ornamental 
foliage. Full sun to 
part shade. 
Permanently moist 
to wet soil or 
shallow water in 
swamps, slow-
moving streams and 
fresh water to 30cm 
deep. 

1.5m

Dianella Dianella 
caerulea

Great clumping 
grass. Lush, strappy 
leaves, dainty purple 
flowers & edible bue 
berries. Bushfood

0.8m

Blue Flax Lily Dianella 
longifolia

A tufted local lily to 
1.5m in height with 
tuberous roots & 
erect stems, blue & 
orange flowers, blue 
berries. Hardy, long-
lived & adaptable, 
prefers light shade 
or shade.

1.5m



Tall Saw Sedge Gahnia Clarkei Large sedge forming 
a thick tussock  
Gahnia is great as a 
screen plant for 
large gardens and 
can be used as a 
back drop for other 
foliage plants. Its 
large flowers are a 
feature while 
flowering and during 
seed set. It is perfect 
for wet and dry 
areas. 2.5m tall and 
2 m wid

2.5m

Red fruit saw 
edge

Gahnia 
sieberiana

Large, robust sedges 
with long, arching 
leaves. Found in 
damp areas or in 
areas subject to 
periodic innundation

3m

Knobby Club 
Rush

isopepis 
nodosus

Perennial. Rhizome 
stout, horizontal. 
Leaves reduced to a 
basal sheath.

1m

Lomandra Lomandra 
Hystrix

Tussock growth, 
strappy leaves, 
branched flower 
spikes

1m



Little pal lomandra 
confertifolia

Compact fine-leaved 
native grass for 
contrast planting in 
gardens, or erosion 
control on banks

.8m

Kangaroo Grass Themeda 
australis

Low maintenance 
tufting grass with 
reddish flower 
heads. Full sun to 
part shade.

.2m

Swamp Orchid Phaius 
tankervillea

Endangered 
terrestrial orchid 
forming large 
clumps, found in 
swampy grasslands, 
euc & paperbark 
forests & rainforest. 
Large pleated leaves, 
flower stems to 2m, 
showy flowers white 
on outside and 
brown with pale 
veins on inside, 
mauve & yellow 
tongue. Q’ld (now 
extinct in N.NSW).

2m
Orchids

Medicinal Herbs



Cats Whiskers Orphosiphon 
aristatus

Hardy bushy fast 
growing shrub to 1m 
tolerating sun or 
shade. Prune in 
Autumn to look its 
best. Large terminal 
spikes of purple 
flowers are very 
showy. Considered to 
be anti-hypertensive, 
diuretic, anti-fungal, 
anti-bacterial, and 
anti-inflammatory.

1m


