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TCF Strategies and Accomplishments

The mission of the Turtle Conservation Fund is to ensure that no species of tortoise or freshwater 
turtle becomes extinct and that sustainable populations of all species persist in the wild.

•	 Founded in 2002 as a strategic partnership coalition between the IUCN Tortoise and 
Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group (TFTSG), Turtle Survival Alliance, and Conserva-
tion International, and then gradually added other key partners—Turtle Conservancy, 
Chelonian Research Foundation, Global Wildlife Conservation, and several others.
•	 Published a strategic Global Action Plan and Funding Prospectus in 2002 (TCF 2002) 
to formulate a mission and vision for turtle and tortoise conservation, followed by suc-
cessful fundraising and establishment of a website (www.turtleconservationfund.org).
•	 Convened a large and broadly representative TCF peer-review board of global turtle 
conservation community leaders representing several turtle organizations, with trans-
parent and non-aligned grant disbursement allocation methodology.
•	 Identified and continually updated prioritization of Critically Endangered and high-
ly Threatened species of tortoises and freshwater turtles, using a combination of the 
IUCN Red List, the TCF and TFTSG’s Top 25 Turtles in Trouble in 2003 and 2007, the 
Turtle Conservation Coalition’s Top 25+ Most Endangered Turtles in 2011 and 2018, 
and the frequently revised TCF Priority Species List.
•	 Disbursed 254 small to moderate grants from 2003 to 2018 to stimulate and support 
needed conservation initiatives, targeting those nations and endangered turtle species 
most in need of support, with nearly US $1.1 million in total grants disbursed.
•	 Significantly and broadly raised the profile and impact of turtle conservation efforts 
on multiple fronts by supporting many individuals and organizations around the world, 
leading to many focused publications and improved conservation findings, efforts, and 
accomplishments for the world’s most endangered tortoises and freshwater turtles.
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 TCF Grant Totals Disbursed 2002–2018

The TCF administers a turtle conservation and research grants program focused on Critically En-
dangered and Threatened tortoises and freshwater turtles. Awards are granted to organizations or 
individuals for specific conservation or research projects dealing with highly endangered tortoises 
or freshwater turtles, but not marine turtles, with either partial or full support as funding allows.

Annual TCF Disbursements

A total of 710 grant proposals have been received by TCF from December 2003 through May 2018, 
of which 254 (36%) were funded. Total requests were $3,707,025, with a total of $1,095,260 (30%) 
granted. 

 
Graph showing the annual amount granted per fiscal year

(two annual funding cycles, with December and May submission deadlines).

Annual reports over the years have documented the accomplishments and results of TCF funding: 
Rhodin (2004, 2005, 2006), Quinn and Rhodin (2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015), Rhodin 
and Quinn (2010, 2013, 2017), and Rhodin et al. (2018a, 2019). The last two reports also highlight-
ed the results of turtle-focused funding by the Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund 
(MBZ), which generally follows the TCF’s prioritization of species focus and needed turtle conser-
vation actions (and Russ Mittermeier and Anders Rhodin serve on both TCF’s and MBZ’s boards).
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Nations where TCF has Provided Grants

TCF has provided nearly US$ 1.1 million in support of 254 projects conducted in 59 nations around 
the world, with support ranging from US $1,000 to $10,000, and averaging $4,312 per grant. Such 
a broad geographic distribution of funds reflects TCF’s significant impact on international turtle 
conservation. 

Top 15 Nations with Most Funded Projects

1. Madagascar, 38	   6. Colombia, 12	 11. Malaysia, 7
2. Myanmar, 25	   7. Mexico, 12	 12. Ghana, 7
3. China, 20	   8. Indonesia, 11	 13. Bangladesh, 7
4. Vietnam, 17	   9. Cambodia, 9	 14. Belize, 7
5. India, 13 	 10. Philippines, 9	 15. Brazil, 6

Top Regions with Most Funded Projects

Southeast Asia, South Asia, West Africa, South America, MesoAmerica

Map showing species richness (deeper red = more species) for all Threatened species of freshwater 
turtles and tortoises. Threatened species are those assessed as Critically Endangered, Endangered, 
or Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List or the TFTSG Provisional Red List (see Rhodin et al. 2018b). 
Dots indicate nations that TCF grants have targeted; large dots represent nations receiving 5–38 

granted projects each, medium dots = nations with 2–4 granted projects each, 
small dots = nations with a single granted project each. 
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Species Prioritization by TCF

To help provide focus to TCF’s efforts, a list of the Top 25 most endangered target species was pre-
pared by TCF in 2003 (TCF 2003), and revised by the IUCN Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Spe-
cialist Group in 2007 (TFTSG 2007), and then expanded and revised to the Top 25+ by the Turtle 
Conservation Coalition in 2011 (TCC 2011), and most recently in 2018 (TCC 2018) to document 
the Top 25 and Top 50 most endangered species. To date, projects representing 24 of the Top 25 and 
43 of the Top 50 species on the revised TCC (2018) list have been funded. 

            

Understanding that many species not on the Top 25+ lists are also in urgent need of conservation 
action, TCF prepared an expanded priority list of the world’s most imperiled turtles in September 
2008, then revised it in February 2011, August 2012, February 2014, and then greatly expanded it 
in October 2018, primarily by adding species that have been assessed as Data Deficient (DD) or Not 
Evaluated (NE) on the IUCN Red List or the TFTSG Provisional Red List (see Rhodin et al. 2018b). 

This latest TCF Priority Species List, which now contains 83 species (up from 63), expands by 
nearly 32% the scope provided by our previous lists, and more broadly reflects the task at hand to 
ensure that no species of tortoise or freshwater turtle slips through the cracks and slides towards 
extinction, especially those species for which we have inadequate conservation status assessments. 
Prior to this expansion, TCF had supported projects involving at least 79 total turtle and tortoise 
species, 55 (87%) of the identified priority species, and of the 29 taxa listed by IUCN as Critically 
Endangered, TCF has supported projects for 28 (97%). TCF has also provided support for facilities 
and projects and workshops that impact many additional species.

With our recent considerable expansion of the priority list to include many Data Deficient species, 
we now face the challenge of providing proportionally adequate support for the many additionally 
needed survey efforts and conservation assessments. 
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The World’s Top 50 Endangered Turtle and Tortoise Species (TCC 2018)
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Current 2019 TCF Funding Cycle
Opportunities and Challenges

As a result of expanding the scope of the TCF Priority Species List by nearly a third, and reaching 
out with our most recent Request for Proposals for the December 2018 funding cycle to a broader 
audience within the global turtle conservation community than in the past, we have received many 
proposals for this cycle and are on track to receive more proposals this fiscal year than any previ-
ously. This creates both an opportunity for increased outreach and support but also the challenge 
of securing a proportionally increased level of support.

Number of Proposals Received and Funded
 

Number of grant proposals received and funded by TCF annually over 16 years (2003–2018; 
two funding cycles per fiscal year). The value for the current fiscal year (2019) is based on 

extrapolation of the single cycle of proposals received in December 2018.

Total Grant Requests Received and Funded

Total grant requests received (in US $) and funded by TCF annually over 16 years (2003–2018; 
two funding cycles per fiscal year). The value for the current fiscal year (2019) is based on 

extrapolation of the single cycle of proposals received in December 2018.
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Top Endangered Species Receiving Most TCF Support

Yangtze Giant Softshell Turtle, Rafetus swinhoei

Kuchling, Gerald, Hudson, Rick, and Lu Shunqing. 2007. Facilitating reproduction for the last pair of captive 
Rafetus in China – an emergency request.

Kuchling, Gerald and Rick Hudson. 2009. Facilitating reproduction for the last pair of captive Rafetus in China.
Kuchling, Gerald, Lu Shunqing, and Rao Dingqi. 2011. Identification and survey of Rafetus swinhoei in Yunnan, China.
Kuchling, Gerald, Nantarika Chansue, and Lu Shunqing. 2011. Reproductive evaluation of the last male and artificial 

insemination of the last female Yangtze Giant Softshell Turtle Rafetus swinhoei in China.
Kuchling, Gerald, Rao Dingqi, and Lu Shunqing. 2013. Trapping and rescuing Rafetus swinhoei in the upper Red 

River, Yunnan, China. 
Kuchling, Gerald, Rao Dingqi, and Lu Shunqing. 2014. Continuing the trapping of Rafetus swinhoei in the upper 

Red River, Yunnan, China. 
Le, Minh and Pritchard, Peter. 2007. Genetic variability of the Critically Endangered softshell turtle, Rafetus swinhoei.
Lu Shunqing. 2007. Conserve the Giant Yangtze Softshell (Rafetus swinhoei).
McCormack, Tim, Hoang Van Ha, and Pham Van Thong. 2010. Mapping priority areas for Swinhoe’s Turtle (Rafetus 

swinhoei) in northern Vietnam and sonar surveys to confirm presence.
McCormack, Tim and Pham Van Thong. 2011. New surveys for Swinhoe’s Softshell Turtle in Laos and conservation 

action at sites in northern Vietnam.
McCormack, Tim, Pham Van Thong, Nguyen Thi Thuy, Sarah Wahl, and Nguyen Tai Thang. 2013. Keeping the 

legend alive: research and conservation of Rafetus swinhoei in Vietnam. 
McCormack, Tim, Pham Van Thong, Nguyen Thi Thuy, and Nguyen Tai Thang. 2014. Habitat improvements and 

protection for the only known wild population of the world’s rarest turtle – Rafetus swinhoei. 
McCormack, Tim, Hoang Van Ha, Pham Van Thong, and Nguyen Tai Thang. 2016. Intensive survey at priority 

sites to confirm additional individuals of the world’s rarest turtle. 
McCormack, Tim, Le Duc Minh, Hoang Van Ha, Nguyen Tai Thang, and Hoang Tung Duong. 2017. Confirming 

of additional individuals of Rafetus swinhoei in the wild and sexing the Dong Mo turtle. 
Wang Jian. 2013. A chelonian survey of Daweishan National Nature Reserve, Yunnan, China, with an emphasis on 

Rafetus swinhoei, Cuora spp. and Manouria impressa.
Wen Cheng. 2006. Proposal for a survey for Rafetus swinhoei in south Yunnan, China.
Wen Cheng, Wang Jian, Zhou Ting, and Zhang Li. 2007. Rafetus swinhoei: now or never.
Wildlife Conservation Society, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Hanoi National University, and Education 

for Nature – Vietnam. 2004. Conservation of Rafetus swinhoei in Vietnam.
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Central American River Turtle, Dermatemys mawii

Bishop, Nicole and Ray Carthy. 2017. Captive breeding for the conservation of the Critically Endangered Central 
American River Turtle, Dermatemys mawii.

Calderón-Mandujano, R. René, Arana, Héctor Hernández, and Flores-Villela, Oscar. 2008. Habitat use 
and ecology of Dermatemys mawii in southern Quintana Roo, Mexico.

García, Rony, Soto Shoender, José R., and Espejel G., Verónica E. 2005. Distribution and ecology of wild popu-
lations of the Central American River Turtle (Dermatemys mawii: Dermatemydidae) in the Corridor of the Maya 
Forest in Guatemala.

García, Rony, Balas, Roan, Moreira, José, and Ponce, Gabriela. 2008. Where do they go? Determining the spa-
tial and habitat requirements of the Central American River Turtle (Dermatemys mawii: Dermatemydidae) in El 
Perú Lagoon, Selva Maya of Guatemala. 

Marlin, Jacob. 2016. A film to raise conservation awareness for the plight of the Hicatee, Dermatemys mawii, in 
Belize. 

McLoughlin, Lee. 2011. Nationwide outreach campaign to prevent extinction of Dermatemys mawii (Hicatee Turtle) 
in Belize.

Oliva, Milena, Brad Lock, and Daniel Ariano. 2010. Evaluation of the distribution, population density and hab-
itat quality of the Central American River Turtle (Dermatemys mawii) on the Sarstun River, Izabal, Guatemala.

Rainwater, Thomas R., Steve G. Platt, and Rick Hudson. 2009. Status, distribution, and exploitation of the Critically 
Endangered Central American River Turtle (Dermatemys mawii) in Belize.

Ramírez-Soto, Anibal Farabundo. 2014. Protecting and restoring habitat of Dermatemys mawii in Alvarado La-
goon System, Veracruz, Mexico.

Ramírez-Soto, Aníbal Farabundo. 2015. Protecting and restoring habitat of Dermatemys mawii in Alvarado La-
goon System, Veracruz, Mexico (2).

Requena, Elmar. 2013. Raising national awareness of the Hicatee (Dermatemys mawii) and support for its protection 
in Belize. 

Smith, Dustin and Frank Ridgley. 2012. Lamanai Hicatee conservation initiative.
Syed, Gracia P. 2004. Population recovery program for the Central American River Turtle Dermatemys mawii (Testu-

dines: Dermatemydidae).
Syed, Gracia P. 2005. A program of phylogeography, conservation and management for the Critically Endangered 

Central American River Turtle Dermatemys mawii.
Syed, Gracia P. 2008. Genetic characterization and conservation of the Critically Endangered Central American River 

Turtle Dermatemys mawii (Quintana Roo and Belize populations).
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Radiated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata

Ball, Liz, Kate Freund, Charles Huang, Zegeye Kibret, and Taldi Walter. 2011. Saving Sokake from the 
ground up: education and outreach for the endemic Radiated Tortoise of Madagascar.

Castellano, Christina, Liz Ball, Kate Freund, Charles Huang, Zegeye Kibret, and Taldi Walter. 2012. 
Conservation through education: saving the Sokake of southern Madagascar. 

Currylow, Andrea F. and Mbolatiana Ranaivoarivelo. 2012. Monitoring and conservation of wild Astrochelys 
to evaluate protected reintroduction efforts.

Currylow, Andrea F. 2013. Capacity building through incentivized conservation: sustaining ecological monitoring 
and safeguarding of southern Madagascar’s Critically Endangered tortoises.

Currylow, Andrea F. and Ryan C.J. Walker. 2014. Sustaining the monitoring and safeguarding efforts for Madagas-
car’s Critically Endangered tortoises. 

Currylow, Andrea and Herilala Randriamahazo. 2017. Development of a “template” for the repatriation of wild 
Radiated Tortoises across southern Madagascar.

Duplant, Grégory and Herilala Randriamahazo. 2013. Expanding TSA’s confiscation to reintroduction strategy 
for the Radiated Tortoise in southern Madagascar. 

Louis, Edward E., Tsilavo Hasina Rafeliarisoa, Susie McGuire, and Tahiana Andriananjamanantsoa. 2010. 
Conservation of the Radiated Tortoise (Astrochelys radiata): pilot program development through community train-
ing and educational outreach at Lavavolo Classified Forest, Madagascar.

Louis, Edward E., Ryan C.J. Walker, Tsilavo Hasina Rafeliarisoa, and Andrea F. Currylow. 2011. Survey and 
monitoring of the Radiated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata, and the Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides, in southern 
Madagascar.

Randriamahazo, Herilala. 2010. Tackle tortoise consumption problem at its root by establishing an education 
center focused on Radiated Tortoise.

Randriamahazo, Herilala, Tahafe Soary Randrianjafizanaka, and Sylvain Mahazotahy. 2012. Develop-
ment of reintroduction techniques and population monitoring of Radiated Tortoises (Astrochelys radiata) at two 
important Turtle Survival Alliance sites in southern Madagascar: Ampotaka and Antsakoamasy.

Randriamahazo, Herilala, Andrea F. Currylow, and Soary Randrianjafizanaka. 2014. Investigation of tem-
porary captive management and repatriation strategies of Radiated Tortoises for reintroduction in Madagascar. 

Randrianjafizanaka, Tahafe Soary and Herilala Randriamahoazo. 2016. Reintroduction program and popula-
tion monitoring of Radiated Tortoises (Astrochelys radiata) at two important sites of Transfert de Gestion (TGRN), 
Tanindranto and Malangiriake / CR Itampolo in southwestern Madagascar. 

Walker, Ryan and Rakotondrainy, Riana. 2017. Long-term monitoring of the last remaining populations of Radi-
ated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata, and the Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides, in southern Madagascar.
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Southern River Terrapin, Batagur affinis

Chan, Eng Heng, Soh, Chong Leng, and Wong, Chee Ho. 2004. The Setiu River terrapin research and conservation 
program in Malaysia.

Chen, Pelf-Nyok and Eng-Heng Chan. 2010. Determining the performance of head-started Southern River Terra-
pins (Batagur affinis) in the Setiu River, Terengganu, Malaysia.

Chen, Pelf-Nyok and Eng-Heng Chan. 2011. Production and distribution of awareness posters and various educa-
tional materials for the Critically Endangered Southern River Terrapin (Batagur affinis).

Chen, Pelf-Nyok. 2012. Research and conservation of Southern River Terrapin (Batagur affinis) in the Kemaman 
River, Terengganu, Malaysia.

Chen, Pelf-Nyok. 2017. A survey to assess the current nesting density and conservation status of Batagur affinis in 
Pahang, Malaysia. 

Heng, Sovannara. 2005. Batagur baska [affinis] conservation project: a program to protect and conserve the last 
known wild population of the Critically Endangered River Terrapin, Batagur baska [affinis], in Indochina.

Heng, Sovannara. 2007. The Batagur baska [affinis] conservation project, Cambodia.
Heng, Sovannara. 2008. The Batagur baska [affinis] conservation project, Cambodia.
Heng, Sovannara. 2009. The Batagur conservation project, Cambodia.
Horne, Brian D. 2013. A trial release of head-started Southern River Terrapin, Batagur affinis, in southern Cambodia. 
Platt, Kalyar, Steven G. Platt, Khin Myo Myo, and Me Me Soe. 2012. A chelonian inventory of Lampi Island Na-

tional Park, Myanmar with an emphasis on Batagur affinis and Manouria emys. 
Wildlife Conservation Society, Rohan Holloway, and Sovannara Heng. 2003. Batagur baska [affinis] in Koh 

Kong Province, Cambodia – research in support of conservation.
Wilson, John-James, Cheah Men How, Chen Pelf-Nyok, and Alexandra Zieritz. 2015. Tracking the Critically 

Endangered Southern River Terrapin (Batagur affinis) through environmental DNA.
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African Hinge-Back Tortoises, Kinixys spp.

Adomako, Ohene Boakye and Gilbert Adum Baase. 2013. Field surveys for the Threatened Hinge-backed Tortoises 
(Kinixys homeana and K. erosa) in the Tano-Offin Forest Reserve, Ghana.

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2014. A formal assessment of the relative abundance and protection 
status of Kinixys homeana and Kinixys erosa in Kakum National Park and Muni-Pomadze Lagoon Ramsar Site. 

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2015. Community education and expansion of traditional protection for 
Kinixys homeana and Kinixys erosa in communities surrounding Kakum National Park and Pra Suhien Forest Reserve.

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2016. Community engagement as a tool for research and conservation 
of Endangered Hingeback Tortoises in southern Ghana. 

Diagne, Tomas and Drissa Kone. 2018. Post release monitoring of sixteen Home’s Hingeback Tortoises at Azagny 
National Park, Southern Region, Cote D’Ivoire, West Africa. 

Luiselli, Luca. 2004. A mega-transect along the Gulf of Guinea (West Africa) to assess the status and the impact of 
human hunting activities on the Hinge-back Tortoises (genus Kinixys): a crucial step towards a large-scale conser-
vation strategy for these forest species.

Luiselli, Luca, Godfrey C. Akani, Fabio Petrozzi, and Gabriel H. Segniagbeto. 2013. Evaluating population 
sizes of the Critically Endangered/Endangered forest Kinixys populations in protected areas of Ghana and Nigeria. 

Luiselli, Luca, Godfrey C. Akani, Fabio Petrozzi, and Gabriel H. Segniagbeto. 2014. Expanding towards West 
Africa: conservation ecology of the Critically Endangered/Endangered forest Kinixys populations in the Bas-Sas-
sandra Region, Ivory Coast.

Luiselli, Luca, Godfrey C. Akani, and Daniele Dendi. 2015. Assessing the effects of Ebola virus on the consumption 
of the Critically Endangered/Endangered forest Kinixys populations in bushmeat markets of the Niger Delta (Nigeria). 

Mifsud, David A. 2012. Kinixys Conservation Blueprint: a comprehensive assessment to ensure the future of the genus. 
Mifsud, David A. 2013. Habitat assessment, species distribution, and threats of imperiled southern African Kinixys. 
Shirley, Matthew H. and Emilie Fairet. 2017. Capacity-building as a platform for the identification of Kinixys 

conservation needs in the upper Guinea forests.
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Asian Box Turtles, Cuora spp.

Ahmed, M. Firoz, Abhijit Das, and Jayanta Kumar Roy. 2013. Status, distribution and ecology of the Keeled Box 
Turtle, Cuora mouhotii in Dibang Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, India.

Blanck, Torsten, Kremser, Tanja, and Ting Zhou. 2007. Population size and structure of Cuora mccordi in a re-
mote non-protected area in Guangxi Province, China.

Gang Chen. 2007. A conservation study of the critically endangered Cuora yunnanensis in Yunnan, China.
Gong Shiping. 2007. Geographic distribution, status and conservation of freshwater turtles in Guangdong Province, 

China.
Le, Minh and Tim McCormack. 2010. Population survey to safeguard the Critically Endangered Cuora galbinifrons 

in northern and central Vietnam.
Li Fei, Wang Hesheng, Jay Wan, Bosco Chan, and Michael Lau. 2010. Preliminary survey on the status of Cuora 

galbinifrons, Cuora trifasciata, Pelochelys cantorii and other Threatened turtle species at Yinggeling Nature Reserve, 
Hainan Island, China; and to adopt effective protection measures and awareness raising outreach activities in sur-
rounding communities.

Poschadel, Jens R., Blanck, Torsten, Raffel, Martina, Meier, Elmar, Plath, Martin, Tiedemann, Ralph, 
and Zwartepoorte, Henk. 2008. Studying the genetic variability of the Critically Endangered Cuora trifasciata 
group, Cuora aurocapitata, Cuora pani and Cuora zhoui using microsatellite markers. 

Thong, Pham Van, Torsten Blanck, Thao A Tung, and Tran Van Dzung. 2017. A computer modeling and in-
terview survey combination to find the existence of the turtle from “nowhere” – Zhou’s Box Turtle (Cuora zhoui 
Zhao, Zhou & Ye, 1990).

Tri, Ly, Thinh, Phung Ba, Huy, Hoang Duc, Stuart Bryan L., and Huy, Hoang Duc. 2009. Surveys to find the 
Southern Vietnamese Box Turtle (Cuora picturata) in the wild.

Zhang Fang. 2010. Action plan for the conservation of the Golden-headed Box Turtle under the community partic-
ipation.
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Myanmar Roofed Turtle, Batagur trivittata

Khin Myo Myo. 2007. Preliminary survey of the status of Kachuga trivittata between the Htamanthi village and the 
confluence of Chindwin and Ayeryawady Rivers.

Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, and Kyaw Moe. 2008. Preliminary survey on the status of Kachuga trivittata and oth-
er endemic species occurring between the Nampoke Hka stream and upper Chindwin River: awareness raising 
school programs at the upper Chindwin River between Htamanthi Village and Khamti Town.

Kuchling, Gerald. 2004. Captive management of Kachuga trivittata in Myanmar.
Kyaw Moe, Win Ko Ko, and Khin Myo Myo. 2009. In-situ conservation of Batagur trivittata in Upper Chindwin 

River and survey and threat assessment for chelonian species in adjoining areas of Htamanthi Wildlife Sanctuary.
Kyaw Moe, Khin Myo Myo, and Win Ko Ko; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2011. Population assessment and 

conservation of Batagur trivittata in the tributaries of the upper Chindwin River, Myanmar.
Kyaw Moe, Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, and Steven G. Platt. 2012. Integrated conservation of the Burmese Roofed 

Turtle, Batagur trivittata in Nam Thalet Chaung, Myanmar.
Kyaw Moe, Kalyar Platt, Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, Me Me Soe, and Steven G. Platt. 2013. Conservation of 

the Burmese Roofed Turtle (Batagur trivittata) along the upper Chindwin River of Myanmar. 
Win Ko Ko, Kyaw Moe, and Khin Myo Myo. 2008. Investigation on the status of Batagur trivittata, formally named 

Kachuga trivittata, and other endemic species along the Sittoung River in Myanmar. 
Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. Study on the present status 

of Batagur trivittata and other endemic species in upper Ayeyawady River (between the Myitkyina and Bahmaw 
town) in Kachin State in Myanmar.

Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. Study on the present status 
of Batagur trivittata and other endemic chelonian species in the Shweli River, a tributary of the Ayeyarwady River 
in the Shan State, Myanmar.
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Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides

Castellano, Christina, M.; Doody, Sean; Rakotondrainy, Riana; and Randriamahazo, Herilala. 2008. 
Ecology and conservation of the Critically Endangered Madagascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides oblonga) 
at Cap Sainte Marie Special Reserve.

Louis, Edward E., Ryan C.J. Walker, Tsilavo Hasina Rafeliarisoa, and Andrea F. Currylow. 2011. Survey and 
monitoring of the Radiated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata, and the Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides, in southern 
Madagascar.

Rakotondrainy, Riana; Castellano, Christina M.; and Randriamahazo, Herilala. 2008. Ecology and conser-
vation of the Critically Endangered Madagascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides oblonga) at Cap Sainte Marie 
Special Reserve. 

Walker, Ryan and Woods-Ballard, Andy. 2007. Follow-up study on the population density and conservation sta-
tus of the Madagascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides).

Walker, Ryan, Woods-Ballard, Andy, and Castellano, Christina. 2008. Range-wide survey of the Madagascar Spi-
der Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides); incorporating GIS application into conservation planning.

Walker, Ryan and Rakotondrainy, Riana. 2009. Range-wide population density survey of the mid-range Mada-
gascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides arachnoides); incorporating GIS application into conservation planning. 

Walker, Ryan, Tsilavo Rafeliarisoa, and Richard Razatimanatsoa. 2010. The southern Madagascar tortoise 
conservation project (phase three).

Walker, Ryan, Al Harris, Riana Rakotondrainy, and Kame Westerman. 2011. The southwest Madagascar par-
ticipatory Spider Tortoise monitoring and conservation project.

Walker, Ryan, David Mifsud, Riana Rakotondrainy, Andrea Currylow, and Soary Randrianjafizanaka. 
2015. The Spider Tortoise long-term population monitoring and participatory conservation project, southwest 
Madagascar. 

Walker, Ryan and Rakotondrainy, Riana. 2017. Long-term monitoring of the last remaining populations of Radi-
ated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata, and the Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides, in southern Madagascar.
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Magdalena River Turtle, Podocnemis lewyana

Bock, Brian C. and Vivian P. Páez. 2016. Protection of nesting females and quantification of re-nesting frequency in the 
Critically Endangered Magdalena River Turtle (Podocnemis lewyana). 

Gallego-Garcia, Natalia. 2010. Home range and habitat use of Podocnemis lewyana as baseline for new manage-
ment actions in the Sinu River.

González-Zárate, Adriana, Montenegro-Diaz, Olga Lucia, and Castaño-Mora, Olga Victoria. 2008. 
Habitat characterization, resources use and conservation state of the river turtle Podocnemis lewyana, downstream 
of the Hidroprado Dam, Tolima, Colombia. 

Grupo Herpetologico de Antioquia, Vivian P. Páez, Brian C. Bock. 2003. Assessment of the distribution and re-
productive ecology of populations of Podocnemis lewyana in the Magdalena River drainage.

Páez, Vivian P., Laura del Pilar Echeverri Garcia, and Ezequiel González León. 2011. Demographic status of 
populations of Podocnemis lewyana under different levels of hunting pressure in the middle Magdalena drainage, 
Colombia.

Restrepo, Adriana and López, Catalina. 2008. Demographic structure of the population of the Endangered turtle 
Podocnemis lewyana (Podocnemididae) in the Chicagua Branch of the Magdalena River, Colombia.

Valenzuela, Nicole and Ceballos Fonseca, Claudia Patricia. 2006. Conservation implications of life history 
and thermal effects on sex determination and hatchling fitness in the Endangered Magdalena River Turtle (Podoc-
nemis lewyana).

Vargas-Ramírez, Mario and Castaño-Mora, Olga Victoria. 2006. Participatory research towards the conserva-
tion of the Endangered endemic freshwater turtle Podocnemis lewyana in the Upper Magdalena River, Colombia.

Vargas-Ramírez, Mario and Castaño-Mora, Olga Victoria. 2007. Actions towards the conservation of the En-
dangered endemic freshwater turtle Podocnemis lewyana in the Upper Magdalena River, Colombia.
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Palawan Forest Turtle, Siebenrockiella leytensis

Diesmos, Arvin C. 2003. Unraveling the myth of the Philippine pond turtle Heosemys leytensis.
Fidenci, Pierre. 2005. Inventory, distribution, status, and conservation action of the Critically Endangered Philippine 

Forest Turtle, Heosemys leytensis, Palawan, Philippines.
Katala Foundation; Sabine Schoppe. 2015. Emergency recovery effort for confiscated Philippine Forest Turtles, 

Siebenrockiella leytensis. 
Schoppe, Sabine. 2007. Siebenrockiella leytensis over time—are populations stable?
Schoppe, Sabine. 2008. Siebenrockiella leytensis over time—are populations stable?–Extension. 
Schoppe, Sabine and Diverlie D. Acosta. 2009. Husbandry of Siebenrockiella leytensis (Taylor, 1920) in its only 

range country assurance colony.
Schoppe, Sabine. 2011. Community-based conservation of the Palawan-endemic Philippine Forest Turtle Siebenrock-

iella leytensis through information education.
Schoppe, Sabine. 2013. In-situ conservation of repatriated and wild populations of Siebenrockiella leytensis through 

the establishment of a protected area. 
Schoppe, Sabine, Kenneth Conley, and Charles Innis. 2016. Histopathologic evaluation of Palawan Forest Turtles 

(Siebenrockiella leytensis) confiscated from the illegal wildlife trade. 
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Madagascar Big-Headed Turtle, Erymnochelys madagascariensis

Velosoa, Juliette. 2008. Proposal for the second release of Side-necked Turtles (Erymnochelys madagascariensis) in 
Ankarafantsika National Park.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2009. Post-release monitoring of Madagascan Side-necked Turtles Erymnochelys madagascariensis 
in Ankarafantsika National Park. 

Velosoa, Juliette. 2011. Social and environmental management plan for the creation of the new protected area at 
Lake Ambondrobe for the conservation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2011. Nest protection and population evaluation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Am-
bondrobe.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2012. Nest monitoring and protection of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Ambondrobe.
Velosoa, Juliette. 2012. Post-release monitoring of Erymnochelys madagascariensis in Lake Ankomakoma and the 

Andranohobaka River, Ankarafantsika National Park. 
Velosoa, Juliette. 2013. Community-led nest monitoring and protection of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at the 

Lake Ambondrobe New Protected Area. 
Velosoa, Juliette. 2014. The release of captive-bred Madagascar Side-necked Turtles Erymnochelys madagascariensis 

at Lake Ravelobe.
Velosoa, Juliette. 2018. Nest protection and population evaluation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Am-

bondrobe.
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Giant South American River Turtle, Podocnemis expansa

Arbeláez, Fernando and Vargas-Ramírez, Mario. 2008. Program towards conservation of three species of en-
dangered river turtles by Colombian and Peruvian indigenous communities of the Amazon – nests translocation 
pilot program.

Eisemberg, Carla, Fernanda Freda, and Virginia Campos Diniz Bernardes. 2016. Podocnemis expansa nesting 
management, sandbank protection prioritization and environmental awareness at the Rio Trombetas Biological 
Reserve. 

Forero-Medina, German, and Camila R. Ferrara. 2013. First workshop for developing a regional monitoring 
program for the Giant South American River Turtle, Podocnemis expansa. 

Lipman, Alison and Carroll, C. Ronald. 2005. Conservation of Podocnemis turtles in Parque Nacional Noel 
Kempff Mercado, Bolivia.

Lipman, Alison and Lisandro Saucedo Mendia. 2010. A sustainable model for conservation of Podocnemis tur-
tles: a collaboration of science, government, community management, and eco-tourism in Parque Nacional Noel 
Kempff Mercado, Bolivia.

Vogt, Richard C. 2016. Migration and habitat use of headstarted hatchling Podocnemis expansa in Rio Trombetas, 
Pará, Brazil. 

Vogt, Richard C. 2017. Do headstarted Podocnemis expansa survive better in the race to maturity than cold released 
hatchlings in Rio Trombetas, Brazil, 6000 hatchlings 11 years later.  
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Ploughshare Tortoise, Astrochelys yniphora

Kuchling, Gerald. 2016. Planning a facility to raise captive-bred Ploughshare Tortoises or Angonoka (Astrochelys 
yniphora) under semi-wild conditions in northwestern Madagascar.

Mandimbihasina, Angelo Ramy and Steeves Buckland. 2016. Protection and monitoring of the Critically Endan-
gered Ploughshare Tortoise (Astrochelys yniphora) during a poaching crisis.

Woolaver, Lance. 2012. Improving the captive husbandry and health care of Astrochelys yniphora in Madagascar. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2013. Protection and ecological monitoring of the Ploughshare Tortoise 

Astrochelys yniphora in the wild. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2014. Sustaining support for protection and monitoring of the Plough-

share Tortoise (Astrochelys yniphora) in the wild. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2015. Protection and monitoring of the Ploughshare Tortoise Astrochelys 

yniphora in the wild. 
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Burmese Star Tortoise, Geochelone platynota

Emmett, David and Thandar Swe. 2007. Monitoring the release of 50 Geochelone platynota in Minsontaung Wildlife 
Sanctuary to support enforcement and zoning for conservation.

Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, Myint Myint Oo, Kaw Moe, and Steven G. Platt; Wildlife Conservation Society. 
2011. Conservation outreach program in communities surrounding Minzontaung Wildlife Sanctuary, Myanmar.

Platt, Kalyar, Steven G. Platt, and Me Me Soe. 2012. A survey to determine the conservation status of Geochelone 
platynota in Alaungdaw Kathapa and Mahamyaing National Parks, Myanmar.

Platt, Kalyar, Steven G. Platt, and Me Me Soe. 2013. A survey to determine the conservation status of Geochelone 
platynota and other chelonians in Shwe U Daung Wildlife Sanctuary, Myanmar.

Platt, Steven, Kalyar Platt, Win Ko Ko, and Khin Myo Myo; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. A pro-
posal to assess the potential for reintroducing Geochelone platynota at three sites in central Myanmar.

Raphael, Bonnie L., T. Seimon, Brian Horne, Steve Platt, and Paul M. Gibbons. 2013. Health screening of Bur-
mese Star Tortoises (Geochelone platynota) prior to release into the wild from captive rearing facilities in Myanmar. 
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Roti Snake-Necked Turtle, Chelodina mccordi

Alacs, Erika, Georges, Arthur, Kuchling, Gerald, and Rhodin, Anders G.J. 2008. Phylogenetics and genetic 
guidelines for the captive breeding of the critically endangered snake-necked turtle Chelodina mccordi.

Eisemberg, Carla, Keith Christian, and Bertanizo Guro. 2013. Assessment of Chelodina mccordi: current status 
and community awareness along the Irasequiro River, Timor Leste. 

Ibarrondo, Bonggi. 2004. Rote Snake-necked Turtle (Chelodina mccordi Rhodin 1994): the Action Plan for its pres-
ervation.

Ibarrondo, Bonggi. 2005. Rote Snake-necked Turtle (Chelodina mccordi): the Action Plan for its preservation (2nd year).
Kuchling, Gerald. 2003. Preliminary status survey of the Critically Endangered endemic Roti Snake-neck Turtle 

(Chelodina mccordi Rhodin, 1994), Roti Island, Indonesia.
TRAFFIC Southeast Asia; Chris Shepherd, Noorainie Awang Anak, and James Compton. 2004. Protecting the 

Roti Island Snake-necked Turtle Chelodina mccordi from extinction.
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Nubian Flapshell Turtle, Cyclanorbis elegans

Baker, Patrick J. 2014. Identifying critical habitat for the Nubian Flapshell, Cyclanorbis elegans, in Ethiopia: a survey 
of Baro and Gilo Rivers. 

Bawa, Sulemana. 2015. Current status and distribution of the Nubian Flapshell Turtle in Mole National Park, north-
ern Ghana.

Diagne, Tomas. 2013. Exploring the ecology and population biology of two declining turtles, Cyclanorbis elegans and 
Cyclanorbis senegalensis in west-central Nigeria and South Sudan (Sub-Saharan Africa). 

Luiselli, Luca, Tomas Diagne, and Gift Sarafadin Simon. 2017. Turtle and tortoise conservation in South Sudan: 
getting the floor for research networking and collection of preliminary data.

Luiselli, Luca, Tomas Diagne, and Gift Sarafadin Simon. 2018. Assessing the distribution of an almost extinct 
freshwater turtle: Cyclanorbis elegans in South Sudan, where it was rediscovered thanks to a TCF grant.
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Northern River Terrapin, Batagur baska

Centre for Coastal Environmental Conservation; Rahman, Mowdudur. 2005. River terrapin conservation in 
the Sundarban Reserved Forest.

Ghosh, Rupali. 2017. Satellite telemetry to locate remnant nesting locations of the Sundarbans Terrapin, Batagur 
baska, in Bangladesh.   

Platt, Kalyar, Me Me Soe, and Khin Myo Myo; Turtle Survival Alliance; Wildlife Conservation Society. 
2011. Population assessment of Batagur baska in Mon State and Tanintharyi Division of southern Myanmar.

Praschag, Peter. 2007. Preliminary survey on the status of the Critically Endangered Batagur baska (Gray, 1831) 
on the east coast of India with consideration of Pelochelys cantorii (Gray, 1864) and Nilssonia leithii (Gray, 1872).

Rashid, S.M.A. 2009. Survey of Batagur baska in the Sunderbans, Bangladesh. 
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Asian Giant Softshell Turtle, Pelochelys cantorii

Li Fei, Wang Hesheng, Jay Wan, Bosco Chan, and Michael Lau. 2010. Preliminary survey on the status of Cuora 
galbinifrons, Cuora trifasciata, Pelochelys cantorii and other Threatened turtle species at Yinggeling Nature Reserve, 
Hainan Island, China; and to adopt effective protection measures and awareness raising outreach activities in sur-
rounding communities.

Praschag, Peter. 2007. Preliminary survey on the status of the Critically Endangered Batagur baska (Gray, 1831) 
on the east coast of India with consideration of Pelochelys cantorii (Gray, 1864) and Nilssonia leithii (Gray, 1872).

Rahman, Maksudur. 2013. A study on calipee trade of Critically Endangered Pelochelys cantorii in Bangladesh.
Som, Sitha, Chey, Koulang, Sun, Yoeung, Kim, Chamnan, Kheng, Sokhorn, and Sitha, Prum. 2009. Communi-

ty-based nest protection for Cantor’s Giant Softshell Turtle in the Mekong River, Cambodia. 
Yoeung Sun, Doug Tangkor, and Sean Kin. 2012. Cantor’s Giant Softhsell Turtle conservation project. 
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African Spurred Tortoise, Centrochelys sulcata

Diagne, Tomas and Lamine Diagne. 2017. Post release monitoring of twenty subadult Centrochelys sulcata tortoises 
in the Koyli Alpha Natural Refuge, Western Ferlo Region, Senegal, West Africa.  

Petrozzi, Fabio, Gabriel H. Segniagbeto, and Luca M. Luiselli. 2013. A pilot study to investigate distribution 
and density of Centrochelys sulcata populations in West Africa: analysis of population status in Burkina Faso. 

Petrozzi, Fabio, Emmanuel Hema, and Laurent Chirio. 2016. A combination of field surveys and extensive inter-
view campaigns to investigate distribution and local abundance of Centrochelys sulcata populations in Mali, Niger 
(West Africa). 

Petrozzi, Fabio and Emmanuel M. Hema. 2018. Investigating distribution and density of Centrochelys sulcata in 
Mali (West Africa): towards a potential distribution map for this species.

Pancake Tortoise, Malacochersus tornieri

Muithui, Lucy Wamuyu. 2014. Genetic variability of Pancake Tortoise (Malacochersus tornieri) populations in Kenya. 
Mwaya, Reginald T. 2006. An assessment of the effects of live trade moratorium on the Pancake Tortoise, Malacoch-

ersus tornieri (Testudinidae), wild populations in Tanzania.
Mwaya, Reginald T. and Richard Kisasembe. 2014. Conservation awareness and development of ecotourism for 

the Pancake Tortoise (Malacochersus tornieri) at the Vilima Vitatu (Three Hills) Village, Tanzania. 
Tuma, Michael W. 2014. Range-wide population status, genetics, and conservation of the Pancake Tortoise (Malaco-

chersus tornieri) in east Africa. 
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Vietnamese Pond Turtle, Mauremys annamensis

Le, Minh and Tim McCormack. 2014. A survey of the Critically Endangered Vietnam Pond Turtle using environ-
mental DNA approach. 

McCormack, Tim, Hendrie, Douglas B., Van Ha, Hoang, and Chi Nhan, Nguyen. 2008. Production and distri-
bution of an awareness poster for the endemic Vietnamese Pond Turtle (Mauremys annamensis). 

McCormack, Tim, Hendrie, Douglas, and Nguyen Xan Thuan. 2008. Ensuring a future for the Vietnamese Pond 
Turtle: establishing the Mauremys annamensis conservation project (MAP), in central Vietnam.

McCormack, Tim, Ha, Hoang Van, and Nhan, Nguyen Chi. 2009. Ensuring a future for the Vietnamese Pond Tur-
tle: establishing the Mauremys annamensis conservation project (MAP), in central Vietnam (2nd year).

Red-Crowned Roofed Turtle, Batagur kachuga

Singh, Shailendra and Horne, Brian. 2007. Development of “green” headstarting facilities in the National Chambal 
River Sanctuary, India: the last stronghold for the Red-crowned Roof Turtle, Batagur kachuga.

Singh, Shailendra and Saurav Gawan. 2014. Employing sonic telemetry and community based patrolling in con-
servation strategy for the Critically Endangered Red-crowned Roofed Turtle, Batagur kachuga, in National Cham-
bal Sanctuary. 

Singh, Shailendra and Nariman Vazifdar. 2017. Strengthening the monitoring program for successful recovery of 
Red-crowned Roof Turtle (Batagur kachuga) in Chambal River, India.    
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Arakan Forest Turtle, Heosemys depressa

Khin Myo Myo, Kyaw Moe, and Win Ko Ko. 2008. Survey on the status of Arakan Forest Turtle, Heosemys depressa 
and other endemic species in the Rakhine Yoma Elephant Range Wildlife Sanctuary, Rakhine State.

Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, and Kyaw Moe. 2009. A survey on the conservation status of Heosemys depressa and 
other chelonian species occurring in eastern regions of Rakhine Yoma Elephant Range.

Win Ko Ko, Steven G. Platt, and Kalyar Platt. 2012. Ecological study of the Arakan Forest Turtle (Heosemys 
depressa) in the Rakhine Yoma Elephant Sanctuary, Myanmar. 

Leith’s Softshell Turtle, Nilssonia leithii

Dharwadkar, Sneha and Shailendra Singh. 2016. Sustaining the distribution mapping and threat assessment of 
Leith’s Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia leithii) along the River Kali, Karnataka, India. 

Praschag, Peter. 2007. Preliminary survey on the status of the Critically Endangered Batagur baska (Gray, 1831) 
on the east coast of India with consideration of Pelochelys cantorii (Gray, 1864) and Nilssonia leithii (Gray, 1872).

Sirsi, Shashwat, Gowri Mallapur, and Shailendra Singh. 2012. Distribution mapping and status assessment of 
Leith’s Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia leithii) in Peninsular India. 
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Other Species Receiving TCF Support

Bolson Tortoise, 
Gopherus flavomarginatus

Anadon, Jose D., Rosalinda Palomo-Ramos, Andres 
Giménez, Eva Graciá, and Jorge Luis Becerra 
López. 2017. Detailed distribution and abundance car-
tography of the entire range of Gopherus flavomargina-
tus and impact of intensive land use changes.

Palomo-Ramos, Rosalinda, Judith V. Ríos-Arana, 
and Ana Gatica-Colima. 2016. Assessing habitat 
suitability for the potential reintroduction of the Bol-
son Tortoise Gopherus flavomarginatus in the Mapimi 
Bolson, Mexico.  

Geometric Tortoise, 
Psammobates geometricus

Baard, Ernst. 2007. Updating the population status of 
the Geometric Tortoise Psammobates geometricus and 
the Southern Speckled Padloper Homopus signatus 
cafer in the Western Cape Province, South Africa.

Kiester, Ross and Tanya Berger-Wolf. 2015. Biomet-
ric ID of individual Geometric Tortoises.
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Chaco Side-Necked Turtle, 
Acanthochelys pallidipectoris

Alcalde, Leandro, Julieta Sanchez, and Mario C. 
Bravi. 2013. Ecology, population genetics and distribu-
tion of Acanthochelys pallidipectoris across the species 
range in the dry and humid Chaco Eco-regions from 
Argentina. 

Alcalde, Leandro and María Julia Cassano. 2017. 
Ecology, population genetics and distribution of Acan-
thochelys pallidipectoris across the species range in the 
Dry and Humid Chaco Eco-regions from Argentina.

Painted Terrapin, 
Batagur borneoensis

Guntoro, Joko. 2011. Survey to estimate the popula-
tion of Painted Terrapin (Batagur borneoensis) in Aceh 
Tamiang District, Province Aceh, Indonesia.

Kholis, Munawar. 2009. Painted Terrapin (Callagur 
borneoensis) distribution and status in northern Suma-
tra, Indonesia.
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Chinese Red-Necked Turtle, 
Mauremys nigricans

Gaillard, Daniel and Luo Shujin. 2014. Searching for 
ghosts: locating the last populations of Mauremys nig-
ricans. 

Gong Shiping, Shi Haitao, and Jiang Aiwu. 2008. A 
survey on the status of Red-necked Pond Turtle (Chine-
mys nigricans), a neglected Endangered species in 
Guangdong and Guangxi, South China.

Egyptian Tortoise, 
Testudo kleinmanni

Attum, Omar. 2004. A local community and capacity 
building approach to the conservation of the Egyptian 
Tortoise.

Attum, Omar. 2009. A local community and science 
based approach to conserving the Critically Endan-
gered Egyptian Tortoise.

Sulawesi Tortoise, 
Indotestudo forstenii

Light, Christine. 2018. Conservation of the endemic 
chelonians of Sulawesi: Sulawesi Forest Turtle (Leuco-
cephalon yuwonoi) and Forsten’s Tortoise (Indotestudo 
forstenii). 

Riyanto, Awal, Farajallah, Ahmad, and Arisona, 
Jarot. 2006. The Endangered Sulawesi Tortoise (In-
dotestudo forstenii): behaviour, habitat, population in 
the wild and the harvest level.

Pinta Giant Tortoise, 
Chelonoidis abingdonii

Caccone, Adalgisa. 2008. Extinction may not be forev-
er: rescuing Lonesome George lineage.

Caccone, Adalgisa and Flanagan, Joe. 2009. Rescuing 
two giant Galapagos tortoise species from extinction.
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Narrow-Bridged Mud Turtle
Kinosternon angustipons

Folt, Brian, David Steen, and Craig Guyer. 2015. 
Population demographics of Rhinoclemmys funerea and 
Kinosternon leucostomum at La Selva Biological Station, 
Costa Rica, and a comprehensive survey for Kinoster-
non angustipons.

Reed, Renae and Adam Gilles. 2013. Quantifying an 
active population of Central America’s rarest turtle, 
Kinosternon angustipons. 

Black Softshell Turtle, 
Nilssonia nigricans

Praschag, Peter and Reza, Ali. 2005. Genetic verifi-
cation of the identity of the Black Soft-shell Turtle Aspi-
deretes nigricans (Anderson, 1875).

Singh, Shailendra. 2015. Conserving Black Softshell 
Turtle species, Nilssonia nigricans in Assam, north-east 
India.

Yucatan Box Turtle, 
Terrapene carolina yucatana

Jones, Michael T., Lisabeth L. Willey, Thomas Akre, 
Erika Gonzalez, and Rodrigo Macip-Rios. 2013. 
Conservation of Coc Ac, or Yucatán Box Turtle (Terrapene 
carolina yucatana): a multidisciplinary collaboration at the 
community and landscape level, phase I proposal: 2014. 

Jones, Michael T., Lisabeth L. Willey, Thomas Akre, 
Rodrigo Macip Rios, Erika Gonzalez, and Luis 
Diaz Gamboa. 2015. Community-based conservation 
of the Yucatán Box Turtle (Terrapene yucatana), phase II. 

Sulawesi Forest Turtle, 
Leucocephalon yuwonoi

Light, Christine. 2018. Conservation of the endemic 
chelonians of Sulawesi: Sulawesi Forest Turtle (Leuco-
cephalon yuwonoi) and Forsten’s Tortoise (Indotestudo 
forstenii). 

Riyanto, Awal. 2009. Habitat characteristic, distribu-
tion, natural history and current status of Leucocepha-
lon yuwonoi in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia.
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Bog Turtle, 
Glyptemys muhlenbergii

Keeler, Harold, Jr. and Jason Tesauro. 2017. Restor-
ing habitat for the Bog Turtle (Glyptemys muhlenbergii) 
in Dutchess County, New York.

Hoge’s Side-Necked Turtle, 
Mesoclemmys hogei

Drummond, Glaucia Moreira, Marcos Eduardo Coutin-
ho, and Carla C. Eisemberg. 2010. Investigation of the 
occurrence of Mesoclemmys hogei (Testudines: Chelidae) 
in the Paraíba do Sul River Basin, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Bellinger River Sawshelled Turtle, 
Myuchelys georgesi

Petrov, Kristen and Ricky Spencer. 2017. Recov-
ery of the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle, Myuchelys 
georgesi.

Western Swamp Turtle, 
Pseudemydura umbrina

Giustiniano, Danielle. 2009. Paternity, sperm storage 
and sperm competition in the Critically Endangered 
Western Swamp Tortoise, Pseudemydura umbrina. 

Pig-Nosed Turtle, 
Carettochelys insculpta

Eisemberg, Carla, Kate Hodges, and Arthur 
Georges. 2009. Grassroots environmental education 
in the Kikori Delta, Papua New Guinea.

Flat-Tailed Tortoise, 
Pyxis planicauda 

Niskanen, Leo and Volahy, Anselme Toto. 2007. Sur-
vey of Pyxis planicauda in Andranomena Special Re-
serve, Western Madagascar.
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Big-Headed Turtle, 
Platysternon megacephalum

Bo Bo Kyaw and Steven G. Platt. 2017. Repatria-
tion of confiscated Big-headed Turtles (Platysternon 
megacephalum) to a protected stream in Myanmar.  

Coahuilan Box Turtle, 
Terrapene coahuila

Stanford, Craig and Gamaliel Castañeda. 2017. A 
survey and census of Terrapene coahuila in the wetlands 
of Cuatro Cienegas, Coahuila, Mexico. 

Speckled Dwarf Tortoise, 
Chersobius signatus

Baard, Ernst. 2007. Updating the population status of 
the Geometric Tortoise Psammobates geometricus and 
the Southern Speckled Padloper Homopus signatus 
cafer in the Western Cape Province, South Africa.

Euphrates Softshell Turtle, 
Rafetus euphraticus

Ghaffari, Hanyeh and Taskavak, Ertan. 2007. A com-
parative study between the habits, conservation efforts and 
DNA structures of Rafetus euphraticus in Iran and Turkey. 

Karoo Dwarf Tortoise, 
Chersobius boulengeri

Loehr, Victor J.T. and Margaretha D. Hofmeyr. 
2017. Ecology of the Karoo Dwarf Tortoise, Homopus 
boulengeri.

 
Cuatro Cienegas Slider, 

Trachemys taylori

McGaugh, Suzanne. 2007. Conservation genetics of the 
endemic Cuatrociénegas Slider Trachemys taylori. 
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Black Spiny-Necked Turtle, 
Acanthochelys spixii

Chaco Tortoise, 
Chelonoidis chilensis

Floreana Giant Tortoise, 
Chelonoidis niger

Nama Tortoise, 
Chersobius solus

Asian Narrow-Headed Softshell Turtle, 
Chitra chitra

Indian Narrow-Headed Softshell Turtle, 
Chitra indica

Sahelian Flapshell Turtle, 
Cyclanorbis senegalensis

Mary River Turtle, 
Elusor macrurus

Elongated Tortoise, 
Indotestudo elongata

Dunn’s Mud Turtle, 
Kinosternon dunni

White-Lipped Mud Turtle, 
Kinosternon leucostomum

Asian Giant Tortoise, 
Manouria emys

Impressed Tortoise, 
Manouria impressa

Vanderhaege’s Toad-Headed Turtle, 
Mesoclemmys vanderhaegei

Turkana Mud Turtle, 
Pelusios broadleyi

Geoffroy’s Side-Necked Turtle, 
Phrynops geoffroanus

Six-Tubercled Amazon River Turtle, 
Podocnemis sextuberculata

Yellow-Spotted River Turtle, 
Podocnemis unifilis

Black Wood Turtle, 
Rhinoclemmys funerea

Hispaniolan Slider, 
Trachemys decorata

Cuban Slider, 
Trachemys decussata

Jamaican Slider, 
Trachemys terrapen
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Initiatives Receiving Most Support from TCF

Red Listing & Action Planning Workshops and Organizational Support

Cuc Phuong Turtle Conservation Center, Douglas B. Hendrie. 2004. Operational support.
Forero-Medina, German and Camila R. Ferrara. 2013. First workshop for developing a regional monitoring 

program for the Giant South American River Turtle, Podocnemis expansa. 
Haislip, Nathan. 2014. Cuora complex construction at the Turtle Survival Alliance Turtle Survival Center. 
Horne, Brian D. 2010. A workshop on the conservation of large river turtles in the genus Batagur.
Hudson, Rick. 2012. Launching the TSA’s Turtle Survival Center.
International Center for Conservation of Turtles, Allwetterzoo Münster, Martina Raffel. 2003. Con-

servation of Critically Endangered Asian turtle species.
IUCN Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, Rhodin, Anders G.J. 2007. Turtles on the Brink in 

Madagascar: a workshop on current status, conservation prioritization, and strategic action planning for Mada-
gascan tortoises and freshwater turtles.

Katala Foundation, Sabine Schoppe. 2015. Emergency recovery effort for confiscated Philippine Forest Turtles, 
Siebenrockiella leytensis. 

Platt, Kalyar, Steven G. Platt, and Me Me Soe; Wildlife Conservation Society; Turtle Survival Alliance. 
2011. Technical assistance for the Turtle Rescue Facility in Lashio, Myanmar.

Rahman, Shahriar Caesar. 2014. Mro tortoise guardian program: a model for turtle hunting mitigation in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh. 

Rahman, Shahriar Caesar. 2015. EcoGuardian Program: a model for turtle hunting mitigation in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, Bangladesh.

Singh, Shailendra. 2015. Conservation Action Planning Workshop for Indian Freshwater Turtles and Tortoises.
Than Myint, Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, Holmstrom, Bill, Calle, Paul, Raphael, Bonnie, Horne, Brian, 

Hudson, Rick, Platt, Steve, and Platt, Kalyar. 2007. Developing an integrative strategy for handling turtle 
confiscations in Myanmar.

van Dijk, Peter Paul, Tomas Diagne, Luca Luiselli, Brian Horne, and Anders Rhodin. 2013. Red List assess-
ment workshop for tortoises and freshwater turtles of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Vinke, Thomas and Sabine Vinke. 2011. Red-listing workshop “Chelonians of the Southern Cone of South America”, 
11–15 April 2011, Filadelfia, Chaco, Paraguay.

Wildlife Conservation Society, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Hanoi National University, and Education 
for Nature – Vietnam. 2004. Conservation of Rafetus swinhoei in Vietnam.

Zhang Fang. 2010. Action plan for the conservation of the Golden-headed Box Turtle under the community partic-
ipation.
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Educational and Community Outreach Support

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2015. Community education and expansion of traditional protection for 
Kinixys homeana and Kinixys erosa in communities surrounding Kakum National Park and Pra Suhien Forest Reserve.

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2016. Community engagement as a tool for research and conservation 
of Endangered Hingeback Tortoises in southern Ghana. 

Castellano, Christina, Liz Ball, Kate Freund, Charles Huang, Zegeye Kibret, and Taldi Walter. 2012. 
Conservation through education: saving the Sokake of southern Madagascar. 

Chen, Pelf-Nyok and Eng-Heng Chan. 2011. Production and distribution of awareness posters and various educa-
tional materials for the Critically Endangered Southern River Terrapin (Batagur affinis).

Eisemberg, Carla, Kate Hodges, and Arthur Georges. 2009. Grassroots environmental education in the Kikori 
Delta, Papua New Guinea.

Hernandez, Omar. 2016. First course of ecology and conservation of freshwater turtles in Venezuela: directed to 
university students.

Hernandez, Omar. 2018. Third course on ecology and conservation of freshwater turtles in Venezuela.
Khin Myo Myo, Win Ko Ko, Myint Myint Oo, Kaw Moe, and Steven G. Platt; Wildlife Conservation Society. 

2011. Conservation outreach program in communities surrounding Minzontaung Wildlife Sanctuary, Myanmar.
Louis, Edward E., Tsilavo Hasina Rafeliarisoa, Susie McGuire, and Tahiana Andriananjamanantsoa. 2010. 

Conservation of the Radiated Tortoise (Astrochelys radiata): pilot program development through community train-
ing and educational outreach at Lavavolo Classified Forest, Madagascar.

McCormack, Tim, Hendrie, Douglas B., Ha, Hoang Van, and Chi Nhan, Nguyen. 2008. Production and distribution 
of an awareness poster for the endemic Vietnamese Pond Turtle (Mauremys annamensis). 

McLoughlin, Lee. 2011. Nationwide outreach campaign to prevent extinction of Dermatemys mawii (Hicatee Turtle) 
in Belize.

Randriamahazo, Herilala. 2010. Tackle tortoise consumption problem at its root by establishing an education 
center focused on Radiated Tortoise.

Requena, Elmar. 2013. Raising national awareness of the Hicatee (Dermatemys mawii) and support for its protection 
in Belize. 

Schoppe, Sabine. 2011. Community-based conservation of the Palawan-endemic Philippine Forest Turtle Siebenrock-
iella leytensis through information education.

Vogt, Richard C. 2009. Methods for studying freshwater turtles: research, conservation, and management (graduate 
level field course).

Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, Myint Myint Oo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. Integra-
tion of the education activities of the Turtle Team with the Mobile Education Team of the Hukaung Tiger Reserve 
for a Collaborative Conservation Education Program on the upper Chindwin River between Htamanthi Village 
and Khamti Town.
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TCF Administration and Board

Since the Turtle Conservation Fund is an informal partnership coalition, its finances and disburse-
ments are currently handled under the formal financial umbrellas of Global Wildlife Conserva-
tion (GWC; www.globalwildlife.org) under the direction of Russell A. Mittermeier, and Chelonian 
Research Foundation (CRF; www.chelonian.org) under the direction of Anders G.J. Rhodin. Both 
GWC and CRF are IRS-designated 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations, and receive and process 
donations and disbursements on behalf of the TCF, with dedicated TCF accounting. 

From 2003–2017, part of TCF finances were also handled under the financial umbrella of Conser-
vation International (CI, www.conservation.org) under the direction of Russell A. Mittermeier, 
but since Mittermeier moved to Global Wildlife Conservation in 2018, those TCF finances were 
also transferred. We acknowledge and gratefully thank Ella Outlaw, Executive Assistant to Russ 
Mittermeier, for her tireless work and administrative efforts of behalf of TCF at both Conservation 
International and Global Wildlife Conservation. 

TCF Board

TCF Board Meeting, The Maritime Hotel, New York, New York, February 2014. 
Front to back rows, left to right: 1) Peter Paul van Dijk, Anders Rhodin, Kurt Buhlmann, John Iverson, 

Russ Mittermeier, Andrew Walde, Paul Gibbons, 2) Rick Hudson, Ross Kiester (guest), 
Matt Frankel, Eric Goode, Hugh Quinn, Peter Pritchard.
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TCF Board Meeting, TSA/TFTSG Symposium, New Orleans, Louisiana, July 2016. 
Front to back rows, left to right: 1) Rick Hudson, Paul Gibbons, Maurice Rodrigues, Peter Paul van Dijk, 

2) Gerald Kuchling, Peter Pritchard, Hugh Quinn, Andrew Walde, Brian Horne, 
John Iverson, Eric Goode, Kurt Buhlmann.

TCF Board Meeting, The Maritime Hotel, New York, New York, March 2009. 
Front to back rows, left to right: 1) Colin Poole, 2) Peter Paul van Dijk, Hugh Quinn, Rick Hudson, 

3) Brian Horne, Hans-Dieter Philippen, 4) Russ Mittermeier, Walter Sedgwick, Eric Goode, 
5) Peter Pritchard, Anders Rhodin, Kurt Buhlmann.
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Executive Committee of the TCF Board

Hugh R. Quinn, Ph.D., TCF Co-Chair
     Retired, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
     Former Chair, AZA Chelonian Advisory Group
Anders G.J. Rhodin, M.D., TCF Co-Chair
     Founder and Director, Chelonian Research Foundation
     Executive Vice Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
     Chairman of the Board, Turtle Conservancy
Eric V. Goode
     President and CEO, Turtle Conservancy
     Executive Committee, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
Rick Hudson
     President, Turtle Survival Alliance 
     Deputy Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
Russell A. Mittermeier, Ph.D.
     Chief Conservation Officer, Global Wildlife Conservation
     Past President, Conservation International
     Executive Committee, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
Peter Paul van Dijk, Ph.D.
     Director, Field Conservation Programs, Turtle Conservancy
     Director, Turtle Program, Global Wildlife Conservation
     Deputy Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group

Regular TCF Board Members
Gary Ades, Ph.D.
     Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden, Hong Kong
Chris B. Banks
     Zoos Victoria, Melbourne, Australia
Kurt A. Buhlmann, Ph.D.
     University of Georgia; Savannah River Ecology Laboratory
Bernard Devaux
     SOPTOM, Gonfaron, France
Matthew G. Frankel, M.D.
     President, Surprise Spring Foundation
Paul M. Gibbons, D.V.M.
     Past Chief Operating Officer, Turtle Conservancy
Cris Hagen
     Director of Animal Management, Turtle Survival Alliance
Brian D. Horne, Ph.D. 
     Wildlife Conservation Society
     Executive Committee, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
John B. Iverson, Ph.D.
     Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana
Gerald Kuchling, Ph.D.
     President, Chelonia Enterprises, Australia 
     Executive Committee, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
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Richard E. Lewis
     Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Madagascar
Luca Luiselli, Ph.D.
     President, Institute for Development Ecology Conservation and Cooperation, Rome, Italy
George Meyer
     Conservationist, Seattle, Washington
Vivian P. Páez, Ph.D.
     Universidad de Antioquia, Medellin, Colombia
Peter C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D.
     President, Chelonian Research Institute
Martina Raffel, Ph.D.
     Stiftung Artenschutz, Münster, Germany
Maurice Rodrigues
     Turtle Conservancy; Andrew Sabin Family Foundation
Craig B. Stanford, Ph.D.
     Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
     University of Southern California, Los Angeles
Andrew Walde
     Chief Operating Officer, Turtle Survival Alliance 
     Executive Committee, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group
     President, Walde Research & Environmental Consulting

Past TCF Board Members
James E. Barzyk
     Program Manager, Turtle Survival Alliance
John L. Behler †
     Co-Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group;
     Bronx Zoo, Wildlife Conservation Society
Kevin R. Buley
     Director, EAZA Shellshock Campaign; Chester Zoo, United Kingdom
Antoine Cadi, Ph.D.
     Conservationist, France
Douglas B. Hendrie
     Asian Turtle Conservation Network, Vietnam
Susan Lieberman, Ph.D.
     Conservationist, Washington, DC
Hans-Dieter Philippen †
     Co-Chair, Turtle Survival Alliance – Europe, Germany
Colin Poole, Ph.D.
     Director, Asia Program, Wildlife Conservation Society, Singapore
Walter C. Sedgwick
     Turtle Survival Alliance; Wildlife Conservation Society; Island Foundation; GG Wade Trust
Henk Zwartepoorte †
     Rotterdam Zoo, Netherlands; Co-Chair, Turtle Survival Alliance – Europe

     † = Deceased
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TCF Support

We are extremely grateful for the dedicated support we have received over the years from multiple 
organizations and committed individuals, especially our major benefactors. Special mention needs 
to made of the very substantial support received from the European Association of Zoos and Aquar-
ia (EAZA) and their highly successful system-wide Shellshock Campaign carried out under the di-
rection of Kevin Buley and Chester Zoo, United Kingdom. Generous multiple donations received 
from George Meyer and Maria Semple, as well as from Matt Frankel via his various trusts, have also 
been key contributing factors in our ability to fund global turtle conservation efforts. The Panaphil 
Foundation has continued the laudable legacy of Frances Velay in her support of turtle conservation 
initiatives, and the Humane Society International of Australia has been a steadfast major supporter 
for many years. We thank these extremely generous benefactors and all other generous supporters of 
our efforts to make a global difference for the survival of threatened tortoises and freshwater turtles.

Cumulative TCF Donations from 2002 to 2018

$100,000 – $500,000

EAZA Shellshock Campaign and Chester Zoo
George Meyer and Maria Semple

The Panaphil Foundation
Humane Society International–Australia

Matthew G. Frankel, Frankel Family Foundation, 
MF Living Trust, and Surprise Spring Foundation

$10,000 – $99,000

Eric V. Goode, Turtle Conservancy
Global Wildlife Conservation

Russell A. Mittermeier,
Conservation International

Anders G.J. Rhodin, 
Chelonian Research Foundation

Robert N. Steinwurtzel

$1,000 – $9,999
Dallas World Aquarium

Detroit Zoological Society
Douglas B. Hendrie
Akihiro Koshikawa

Chuck Landrey, Andre Prost, Inc.
Richard Menzel

Edward Neil
Peter C.H. Pritchard,

Chelonian Research Institute
Andy Sabin, 

Andrew Sabin Family Foundation

Peter Paul van Dijk
Herbert Von Kluge

San Diego Zoo Global
Andrew Walde, Walde Research 

& Environmental Consulting
Wildlife Conservation Society

$100 – $999

Jae Abel
Billie and Ed Allard

John and Deborah Behler
William R. Belzer

R. Bruce Bury
Brian O. Butler

California Turtle and Tortoise Club, 
Cen-Val Chapter

John Clementi
John D. Constable

Controlled Blasting, Inc.
Michael Cooperman

Ernest and Sandy Covington
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Tom and Rita Dee
Peggy Drake

Pauline L. Farmer
Wayne Frair

Paul and Judith Gobbo
Terry and Cindy Graham

Pierre A. Guignard
Geoffrey Hall
James Hanken

Traci D. Hartsell
Jean Held

Fred Janzen
Constance B. Katzenbach

Jeffrey W. Lang
Cheryl L. Lechtanski

Stan Levine
Anthony Loviscek

Justin McCann
Roy McDiarmid
Albert C. Molnar
Michael Morra

Thomas K. Motlow
John Musick

Kenneth A. Nagy
Ina and Mason Phelps

Robert Rioux
Roger Williams Park Zoo

Willem M. Roosenburg and 
Katherine C. Kelley

Santa Fe Community College
Barbara Schroeder
Tatsuo Shibasaki

Jack W. Sites
Richard Staedtler, 

Pennsylvania Castle Energy
Helen Tangires

Ken Vellin

Hang T. Vu
Bruce Weber

Ronald Willson

$25 – $99

Barry Baker
Peter Brynildsen
Joseph A. Butler
Anabel Calnan
Mitchell Cantor

Evan and Elaine Carroll
George and Sandi Cherenack

Cathryn Hendon
Lana Jaeger
Jeffrey Katz

Andrea Knibbs
Elizabeth Lehman

Lise W. Leigh
Alan Lieberman

Julie Lisk-Gonzalez
Martha Ann Messinger

Laura Mostello
Ingrid Overgard

Pineview Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic
Michael Pugh

James Rea
Leah Robertson

Arnie Schildhaus
Frank J. Schwartz

Peter Schweinsberg
Elizabeth A. Spann

Upper Schuylkill Valley Park
Andre Van Hecke
Judy Van Patter

Jon and Sheila Vander Horst
Michele B. Voss

Bryan Windmiller
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All Grant Proposals Funded by TCF 
December 2003 – May 2018

254 Proposals Funded
$1,095,260 Total Granted (Average Grant $4,312)

Proposals Listed Alphabetically and Chronologically by Principal Grantee 

Adomako, Ohene Boakye and Gilbert Adum Baase. 2013. Field surveys for the Threatened Hinge-backed Tortoises 
(Kinixys homeana and K. erosa) in the Tano-Offin Forest Reserve, Ghana.

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2014. A formal assessment of the relative abundance and protection 
status of Kinixys homeana and Kinixys erosa in Kakum National Park and Muni-Pomadze Lagoon Ramsar Site. 

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2015. Community education and expansion of traditional protection 
for Kinixys homeana and Kinixys erosa in communities surrounding Kakum National Park and Pra Suhien Forest 
Reserve.

Agyekumhene, Andrews and Phil Allman. 2016. Community engagement as a tool for research and conservation 
of Endangered Hingeback Tortoises in southern Ghana. 

Ahmed, M. Firoz, Abhijit Das, and Jayanta Kumar Roy. 2013. Status, distribution and ecology of the Keeled Box 
Turtle, Cuora mouhotii in Dibang Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, India.

Alacs, Erika, Georges, Arthur, Kuchling, Gerald, and Rhodin, Anders G.J. 2008. Phylogenetics and genetic 
guidelines for the captive breeding of the critically endangered snake-necked turtle Chelodina mccordi.

Alcalde, Leandro, Julieta Sanchez, and Mario C. Bravi. 2013. Ecology, population genetics and distribution of 
Acanthochelys pallidipectoris across the species range in the dry and humid Chaco Eco-regions from Argentina. 

Alcalde, Leandro and María Julia Cassano. 2017. Ecology, population genetics and distribution of Acanthochelys 
pallidipectoris across the species range in the Dry and Humid Chaco Eco-regions from Argentina.

Amoako, Emmanuel. 2014. The ecology and conservation of vulnerable Home’s Hinge-back Tortoise (Kinixys homea-
na) in Bobiri Forest Reserve.

Anadon, Jose D., Rosalinda Palomo-Ramos, Andres Giménez, Eva Graciá, and Jorge Luis Becerra López. 
2017. Detailed distribution and abundance cartography of the entire range of Gopherus flavomarginatus and im-
pact of intensive land use changes. 

Andrews, Harry V. 2005. Hatching and headstarting programmes for endangered chelonians in the National Cham-
bal River Sanctuary: implementing recommendations from the Conservation Action Plan for India’s freshwater 
turtles.

Arbeláez, Fernando and Vargas-Ramírez, Mario. 2008. Program towards conservation of three species of en-
dangered river turtles by Colombian and Peruvian indigenous communities of the Amazon – nests translocation 
pilot program.

Attum, Omar. 2004. A local community and capacity building approach to the conservation of the Egyptian Tortoise.
Attum, Omar. 2009. A local community and science based approach to conserving the Critically Endangered Egyp-

tian Tortoise.
Baard, Ernst. 2007. Updating the population status of the Geometric Tortoise Psammobates geometricus and the 

Southern Speckled Padloper Homopus signatus cafer in the Western Cape Province, South Africa.
Baker, Patrick J. 2014. Identifying critical habitat for the Nubian Flapshell, Cyclanorbis elegans, in Ethiopia: a survey 

of Baro and Gilo Rivers. 
Baker, Patrick J. and Jacob Mueti. 2014. A habitat suitability map for the Turkana Mud Turtle (Pelusios broadleyi): 

assessing current distribution and the impact of fluctuating lake levels on an Endangered, endemic species. 
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McCormack, Tim, Le Duc Minh, Hoang Van Ha, Nguyen Tai Thang, and Hoang Tung Duong. 2017. Confirming 
of additional individuals of Rafetus swinhoei in the wild and sexing the Dong Mo turtle. 
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and habitat destruction.
Petrov, Kristen and Ricky Spencer. 2017. Recovery of the Bellinger River Snapping Turtle, Myuchelys georgesi.
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tional Park, Myanmar with an emphasis on Batagur affinis and Manouria emys. 

Platt, Kalyar, Steven G. Platt, and Me Me Soe. 2013. A survey to determine the conservation status of Geochelone 
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group, Cuora aurocapitata, Cuora pani and Cuora zhoui using microsatellite markers. 

Praschag, Peter and Reza, Ali. 2005. Genetic verification of the identity of the Black Soft-shell Turtle Aspideretes 
nigricans (Anderson, 1875).
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Ramírez-Soto, Anibal Farabundo. 2014. Protecting and restoring habitat of Dermatemys mawii in Alvarado La-
goon System, Veracruz, Mexico.

Ramírez-Soto, Aníbal Farabundo. 2015. Protecting and restoring habitat of Dermatemys mawii in Alvarado La-
goon System, Veracruz, Mexico (2nd year). 

Randriamahazo, Herilala. 2010. Tackle tortoise consumption problem at its root by establishing an education 
center focused on Radiated Tortoise.

Randriamahazo, Herilala, Tahafe Soary Randrianjafizanaka, and Sylvain Mahazotahy. 2012. Develop-
ment of reintroduction techniques and population monitoring of Radiated Tortoises (Astrochelys radiata) at two 
important Turtle Survival Alliance sites in southern Madagascar: Ampotaka and Antsakoamasy.

Randriamahazo, Herilala, Andrea F. Currylow, and Soary Randrianjafizanaka. 2014. Investigation of tem-
porary captive management and repatriation strategies of Radiated Tortoises for reintroduction in Madagascar. 

Randrianjafizanaka, Tahafe Soary and Herilala Randriamahoazo. 2016. Reintroduction program and popula-
tion monitoring of Radiated Tortoises (Astrochelys radiata) at two important sites of Transfert de Gestion (TGRN), 
Tanindranto and Malangiriake / CR Itampolo in southwestern Madagascar. 

Raphael, Bonnie L., T. Seimon, Brian Horne, Steve Platt, and Paul M. Gibbons. 2013. Health screening of Bur-
mese Star Tortoises (Geochelone platynota) prior to release into the wild from captive rearing facilities in Myanmar. 
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Rashid, S.M.A. 2009. Survey of Batagur baska in the Sunderbans, Bangladesh. 
Reed, Renae and Adam Gilles. 2013. Quantifying an active population of Central America’s rarest turtle, Kinoster-

non angustipons. 
Requena, Elmar. 2013. Raising national awareness of the Hicatee (Dermatemys mawii) and support for its protection 

in Belize. 
Restrepo, Adriana and López, Catalina. 2008. Demographic structure of the population of the Endangered turtle 

Podocnemis lewyana (Podocnemididae) in the Chicagua Branch of the Magdalena River, Colombia.
Riyanto, Awal, Farajallah, Ahmad, and Arisona, Jarot. 2006. The Endangered Sulawesi Tortoise (Indotestudo 

forstenii): behaviour, habitat, population in the wild and the harvest level.
Riyanto, Awal. 2009. Habitat characteristic, distribution, natural history and current status of Leucocephalon yuwonoi 

in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia.
Schoppe, Sabine. 2007. Siebenrockiella leytensis over time—are populations stable?
Schoppe, Sabine. 2008. Siebenrockiella leytensis over time—are populations stable?–Extension. 
Schoppe, Sabine and Diverlie D. Acosta. 2009. Husbandry of Siebenrockiella leytensis (Taylor, 1920) in its only 

range country assurance colony.
Schoppe, Sabine. 2011. Community-based conservation of the Palawan-endemic Philippine Forest Turtle Siebenrock-

iella leytensis through information education.
Schoppe, Sabine. 2013. In-situ conservation of repatriated and wild populations of Siebenrockiella leytensis through 

the establishment of a protected area. 
Schoppe, Sabine, Kenneth Conley, and Charles Innis. 2016. Histopathologic evaluation of Palawan Forest Turtles 

(Siebenrockiella leytensis) confiscated from the illegal wildlife trade. 
Shirley, Matthew H. and Emilie Fairet. 2017. Capacity-building as a platform for the identification of Kinixys 

conservation needs in the upper Guinea forests.
Singh, Shailendra and Horne, Brian. 2007. Development of “green” headstarting facilities in the National Chambal 

River Sanctuary, India: the last stronghold for the Red-crowned Roof Turtle, Batagur kachuga.
Singh, Shailendra and Ashutosh Tripathi. 2013. Evaluating and refining conservation interventions for the En-

dangered Indian Narrow-headed Softshell Turtle (Chitra indica) along the Chambal – Yamuna River system, India. 
Singh, Shailendra and Saurav Gawan. 2014. Employing sonic telemetry and community based patrolling in con-

servation strategy for the Critically Endangered Red-crowned Roofed Turtle, Batagur kachuga, in National Cham-
bal Sanctuary. 

Singh, Shailendra. 2015. Conservation Action Planning Workshop for Indian Freshwater Turtles and Tortoises.
Singh, Shailendra. 2015. Conserving Black Softshell Turtle species, Nilssonia nigricans in Assam, north-east India.
Singh, Shailendra and Nariman Vazifdar. 2017. Strengthening the monitoring program for successful recovery of 

Red-crowned Roof Turtle (Batagur kachuga) in Chambal River, India.    
Sirsi, Shashwat, Gowri Mallapur, and Shailendra Singh. 2012. Distribution mapping and status assessment of 

Leith’s Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia leithii) in Peninsular India. 
Smith, Dustin and Frank Ridgley. 2012. Lamanai Hicatee conservation initiative.
Som, Sitha, Chey, Koulang, Sun, Yoeung, Kim, Chamnan, Kheng, Sokhorn, and Sitha, Prum. 2009. Communi-

ty-based nest protection for Cantor’s Giant Softshell Turtle in the Mekong River, Cambodia. 
Stanford, Craig and Gamaliel Castañeda. 2017. A survey and census of Terrapene coahuila in the wetlands of 

Cuatro Cienegas, Coahuila, Mexico. 
Syed, Gracia P. 2004. Population recovery program for the Central American River Turtle Dermatemys mawii (Testu-

dines: Dermatemydidae).
Syed, Gracia P. 2005. A program of phylogeography, conservation and management for the Critically Endangered 

Central American River Turtle Dermatemys mawii.
Syed, Gracia P. 2008. Genetic characterization and conservation of the Critically Endangered Central American River 

Turtle Dermatemys mawii (Quintana Roo and Belize populations).
Than Myint; Win Ko Ko; Khin Myo Myo; Holmstrom, Bill; Calle, Paul; Raphael, Bonnie; Horne, Brian; 

Hudson, Rick; Platt, Steve; and Platt, Kalyar. 2007. Developing an integrative strategy for handling turtle 
confiscations in Myanmar.

Thong, Pham Van, Torsten Blanck, Thao A Tung, and Tran Van Dzung. 2017. A computer modeling and in-
terview survey combination to find the existence of the turtle from “nowhere” – Zhou’s Box Turtle (Cuora zhoui 
Zhao, Zhou & Ye, 1990).

TRAFFIC Southeast Asia; Chris Shepherd, Noorainie Awang Anak, and James Compton. 2004. Protecting the 
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Roti Island Snake-necked Turtle Chelodina mccordi from extinction.
Tri, Ly, Thinh, Phung Ba, Huy, Hoang Duc, Stuart Bryan L., and Huy, Hoang Duc. 2009. Surveys to find the 

Southern Vietnamese Box Turtle (Cuora picturata) in the wild.
Tuma, Michael W. 2014. Range-wide population status, genetics, and conservation of the Pancake Tortoise (Malaco-

chersus tornieri) in east Africa. 
Valenzuela, Nicole and Ceballos Fonseca, Claudia Patricia. 2006. Conservation implications of life history 

and thermal effects on sex determination and hatchling fitness in the Endangered Magdalena River Turtle (Podoc-
nemis lewyana).

van Dijk, Peter Paul, Tomas Diagne, Luca Luiselli, Brian Horne, and Anders Rhodin. 2013. Red List assess-
ment workshop for tortoises and freshwater turtles of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Vargas-Ramírez, Mario and Castaño-Mora, Olga Victoria. 2006. Participatory research towards the conserva-
tion of the Endangered endemic freshwater turtle Podocnemis lewyana in the Upper Magdalena River, Colombia.

Vargas-Ramírez, Mario and Castaño-Mora, Olga Victoria. 2007. Actions towards the conservation of the En-
dangered endemic freshwater turtle Podocnemis lewyana in the Upper Magdalena River, Colombia.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2008. Proposal for the second release of Side-necked Turtles (Erymnochelys madagascariensis) in 
Ankarafantsika National Park.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2009. Post-release monitoring of Madagascan Side-necked Turtles Erymnochelys madagascariensis 
in Ankarafantsika National Park. 

Velosoa, Juliette. 2011. Social and environmental management plan for the creation of the new protected area at 
Lake Ambondrobe for the conservation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2011. Nest protection and population evaluation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Am-
bondrobe.

Velosoa, Juliette. 2012. Nest monitoring and protection of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Ambondrobe.
Velosoa, Juliette. 2012. Post-release monitoring of Erymnochelys madagascariensis in Lake Ankomakoma and the 

Andranohobaka River, Ankarafantsika National Park. 
Velosoa, Juliette. 2013. Community-led nest monitoring and protection of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at the 

Lake Ambondrobe New Protected Area. 
Velosoa, Juliette. 2014. The release of captive-bred Madagascar Side-necked Turtles Erymnochelys madagascariensis 

at Lake Ravelobe.
Velosoa, Juliette. 2018. Nest protection and population evaluation of Erymnochelys madagascariensis at Lake Am-

bondrobe. 
Vinke, Thomas and Sabine Vinke. 2011. Red-listing workshop “Chelonians of the Southern Cone of South America”, 

11–15 April 2011, Filadelfia, Chaco, Paraguay.
Vogt, Richard C. 2009. Methods for studying freshwater turtles: research, conservation, and management (graduate 

level field course).
Vogt, Richard C. 2016. Migration and habitat use of headstarted hatchling Podocnemis expansa in Rio Trombetas, 

Pará, Brazil. 
Vogt, Richard C. 2017. Do headstarted Podocnemis expansa survive better in the race to maturity than cold released 

hatchlings in Rio Trombetas, Brazil, 6000 hatchlings 11 years later.  
Walker, Ryan and Woods-Ballard, Andy. 2007. Follow-up study on the population density and conservation sta-

tus of the Madagascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides).
Walker, Ryan, Woods-Ballard, Andy, and Castellano, Christina. 2008. Range-wide survey of the Madagascar Spi-

der Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides); incorporating GIS application into conservation planning.
Walker, Ryan and Rakotondrainy, Riana. 2009. Range-wide population density survey of the mid-range Mada-

gascar Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides arachnoides); incorporating GIS application into conservation planning. 
Walker, Ryan, Tsilavo Rafeliarisoa, and Richard Razatimanatsoa. 2010. The southern Madagascar tortoise 

conservation project (phase three).
Walker, Ryan, Al Harris, Riana Rakotondrainy, and Kame Westerman. 2011. The southwest Madagascar par-

ticipatory Spider Tortoise monitoring and conservation project.
Walker, Ryan, David Mifsud, Riana Rakotondrainy, Andrea Currylow, and Soary Randrianjafizanaka. 

2015. The Spider Tortoise long-term population monitoring and participatory conservation project, southwest 
Madagascar. 

Walker, Ryan and Rakotondrainy, Riana. 2017. Long-term monitoring of the last remaining populations of Radi-
ated Tortoise, Astrochelys radiata, and the Spider Tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides, in southern Madagascar.
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Wang Jian. 2013. A chelonian survey of Daweishan National Nature Reserve, Yunnan, China, with an emphasis on 
Rafetus swinhoei, Cuora spp. and Manouria impressa.

Wen Cheng. 2006. Proposal for a survey for Rafetus swinhoei in south Yunnan, China.
Wen Cheng, Wang Jian, Zhou Ting, and Zhang Li. 2007. Rafetus swinhoei: now or never.
Wildlife Conservation Society; Cleveland Metroparks Zoo; Hanoi National University; and Education 

for Nature – Vietnam. 2004. Conservation of Rafetus swinhoei in Vietnam.
Wildlife Conservation Society; Rohan Holloway, Sovannara Heng. 2003. Batagur baska [affinis] in Koh Kong 

Province, Cambodia – research in support of conservation.
Wilson, John-James, Cheah Men How, Chen Pelf-Nyok, and Alexandra Zieritz. 2015. Tracking the Critically 

Endangered Southern River Terrapin (Batagur affinis) through environmental DNA.
Win Ko Ko, Kyaw Moe, and Khin Myo Myo. 2008. Investigation on the status of Batagur trivittata, formally named 

Kachuga trivittata, and other endemic species along the Sittoung River in Myanmar. 
Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society Myanmar Program. 2010. Study 

on the present status of Batagur trivittata and other endemic species in upper Ayeyawady River (between the My-
itkyina and Bahmaw town) in Kachin State in Myanmar.

Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. Study on the present status 
of Batagur trivittata and other endemic chelonian species in the Shweli River, a tributary of the Ayeyarwady River 
in the Shan State, Myanmar.

Win Ko Ko, Khin Myo Myo, Myint Myint Oo, and Kyaw Moe; Wildlife Conservation Society. 2010. Integra-
tion of the education activities of the Turtle Team with the Mobile Education Team of the Hukaung Tiger Reserve 
for a Collaborative Conservation Education Program on the upper Chindwin River between Htamanthi Village 
and Khamti Town.

Win Ko Ko, Steven G. Platt, and Kalyar Platt. 2012. Ecological study of the Arakan Forest Turtle (Heosemys 
depressa) in the Rakhine Yoma Elephant Sanctuary, Myanmar. 

Woolaver, Lance. 2012. Improving the captive husbandry and health care of Astrochelys yniphora in Madagascar. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2013. Protection and ecological monitoring of the Ploughshare Tortoise 

Astrochelys yniphora in the wild. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2014. Sustaining support for protection and monitoring of the Plough-

share Tortoise (Astrochelys yniphora) in the wild. 
Woolaver, Lance and Andrea Currylow. 2015. Protection and monitoring of the Ploughshare Tortoise Astrochelys 

yniphora in the wild. 
Yoeung Sun, Doug Tangkor, and Sean Kin. 2012. Cantor’s Giant Softhsell Turtle conservation project. 
Zhang Fang. 2010. Action plan for the conservation of the Golden-headed Box Turtle under the community partic-

ipation.
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