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F r u i t

UC Davis has a history of sweet 
cherry breeding dating back 

to 1934. Perhaps the program’s 
greatest success was the release 
in 1984 of Brooks, a large, sweet, 
firm variety that matures earlier 
and produces fewer double fruits 
than Bing, the industry standard. 

In 1964, UC Davis breeders Reid 
Brooks and William Griggs released 
five new varieties — Mona, Jubilee, 
Berryessa, Bada, and Larian — the 
latter of which is still grown today. 

Paul Hansche was hired to 
continue the breeding program 
in the 1960s, but after several 
rounds of crosses, the program was 
discontinued in the early 1970s 
due to lack of funding. UC Davis 
researchers continued to evaluate 

Hansche’s crosses, and one variety 
— Brooks — showed promise. It 
was released in 1984 and had a 
major impact on the future of sweet 
cherry production in California.

Brooks matures about four days 
earlier than Bing and produces fewer 
double fruits when grown in the 
southern San Joaquin Valley. As a 
result, commercial cherry production 
could move to the warmer areas of 
the valley where earlier fruit could 
be produced. This has allowed 
California cherry growers to take 
advantage of excellent markets 
for fruit produced earlier than 
anywhere else in the United States. 

Coral Champagne is another 
UC variety popular with cherry 
growers. It was never officially 
released but growers like it because, 
like Brooks, Coral Champagne 
cherries are sweet and firm, 
they mature early, and seldom 
produce two fruits on one stem. 
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Brooks helped expand production

UC Davis, through the efforts of 
vegetable crops specialist Frank 

Zink, contributed significantly to 
the melon industry in California. 

As early as the late 1940s, 
Zink worked on defining the 
“melon virus complex,” which 
has been updated since then 
but still plagues the industry. 

In the 1960s, Zink turned his 
efforts toward developing improved 
melon varieties for the industry. 
He released varieties of several 
melons (cantaloupe, honeydew, 
crenshaw, and honeyloupe) that 
were industry standards and/or 

breeding lines that were used by 
others to develop improved varieties 
in the 1970s and 1980s.

Among Zink’s releases were melon 
bush breeding lines UC SR-91, 
UC Top Mark Bush, UC Perlita 
Bush, UC Honeydew Bush, and 
UC Crenshaw Bush. He developed 
and released UC Honeyloupe, 
an orange-fleshed honeydew 
melon, a forerunner to the many 
specialty melons available to the 
industry and to consumers today.

Disease resistance was always 
an important component of melon 
breeding at UC Davis. In the 

1980s, Zink and UC Cooperative 
Extension specialist Doug Gubler 
released three fusarium-wilt-
resistant breeding lines, UC PMR 
45 Fom-e, UC Top Mark Fom-
1, and UC Top Mark Fom-3.
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Breeding for disease resistance
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