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INTRODUCTION

In Admiralty Bay occur 60 species of marine macroalgae and Desmarestiaceae is the
most common family in this region. Among them, Himantothallus grandifolius is kelp
constituted by leaf-like thallus with corrugate edges narrowing downwards forming short
stipe, which can reach large sizes much higher than 1 m of width and the range of 5-15 m
of total length. This Heterokontofphyta is found attached to rocks and stones by a great
number of appendages forming a strong holdfast. Thallus and holdfast of these large
brown algae are considered to be structurally complex habitats, consisting a rich
aggregation in sublittoral zone within the depth from 10 to 90 m, and which can serve as
shelter and feeding area for a diverse associated fauna. There are few studies on
Antarctic phytal communities, despite its great importance in marine coastal ecosystems
and diversity census. In this context, the aim of the present study is to describe the
phytal macrofauna composition associated to H. grandifolius in Admiralty Bay,
emphasizing Isopod composition.

Flgure 1: H/mantothallus grandlfollus Photo: Adrlana G. Dalto

STUDY AREA AND METHODOLOGY
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15 meters deep. The sp n measured approximately 8 m long and\60 cm wide. The
holdfast was circular and the diameter had approximately 45 cm. Due to itslarge size was
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Figure 3: Macrofauna Associated, Tallus and Holsdfast. Photo: Adriana G. Dalto
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RESULTS Al

that phytal fauna of H. grandifolius were
aceans, Molluscs, Echinoderms, Nematodes,
ophophorates (Table 1). The holdfast was the
density and diversity (Table 1). Amphipod was
ollowed by Lophophorate (n=496). The Isopod
208), distributed in the 5 families: Plakarthidae,
dae and Gnathiidae.
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Figure 4: Isopods families.A)
Plakthiriidae
B) Gnathiidae
C) Munnidae
BD)RERIIELE

E) Jaeropsidae

Photos: Ingrid A. da Costa

RRRRRRRR




