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Attending the Society convention in Nacogdoches, Texas, was an 
enlightening and rejuvenating experience for me. Each activity and garden 
led me toward a new sense of respect for all of the people and places 
involved. 

As we walked through the gardens, the attendees and hosts displayed 
an accumulated knowledge that covered most of the plant kingdom in great 
detail. They shared this knowledge with all in such a willing way that no 
one needed feel embarrassed or inferior. It was a delight to follow along the 
garden paths and listen to these undisputed experts discuss the leading edge 
of topics like species identification, hybridization, and new plant material, 
not to mention their own newest baby plants. 

The garden in Nacogdoches that is familiar, at least in name, to Society 
members — The Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden — found us standing in 
awe of the garden itself and the accomplishments wrought by Dr. David 
Creech, our own Barbara Stump and the staff from Stephen F. Austin State 
University. Maybe the fact that we saw more than 5,000 plants of many 
species in prime condition, beautifully landscaped, and artfully presented, 
colored our opinion just a little. 

Our hosts in Nacogdoches and Tyler, Texas, gave us the warmest 
welcome I can remember at any of our conventions. I will always have a 
warm spot in my heart for the people in these towns. 

I am pleased to tell you that the Society business conducted at the 
convention was all positive. It is an indication of the direction that the 
Society is headed. 

First, we owe thanks to the Board members who have retired (temporarily) 
or moved to new positions. Joe Schild is no longer Past President and will 
spend more time on his (our) Azalea City Program. Buddy Lee is now Past 
President and chairs two major committees. Bob Stelloh released the purse-
strings as Treasurer but is keeping the Webmaster title. The retiring directors 
are Joe Coleman and Mary Rutley. To all, our thanks for the hard work that 
they have so freely given to better our Society. 

Second, our financial picture is sound for the first time in years. Granted it 
is a temporary improvement, but along with a large increase in membership, 
I feel that we are turning a corner toward a bright future. Due to a trial 
marketing strategy, we have brought a very large number of professional 
garden writers into our membership. I welcome you to our group and hope 
you enjoy the benefits and privileges of membership. We will also welcome 
your articles for The Azalean and sincerely hope that you will be with us for 
many years. 

The increase in membership will make The Azalean more attractive to 
advertisers. More advertising will help provide more funds to improve the 
journal, which, in turn, will draw more members. That circle can continue 
for as long as we support it. 

If we continue to put forth the effort, all of the things mentioned above 
will inevitability lead to a bigger, better and more enjoyable Society. As your 
new President, I am enthused about all of the possibilities in front of us. 
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Correction 
The correct spelling of the plant featured on the cover of the Spring 2007 issue of 
The Azalean is Encore'Azalea Autumn Bellen: (Robleo'PPIP). 

On the Cover 
A newly created 'Spirit of Valdosta' hybrid 
azalea with a letter 'V' pattern was given to the 
City of Valdosta, Georgia, as part of its annual 
Azalea Festival activites. The new azalea will 
be available for purchase later this year. City 
officials hope to plant many of these azaleas 
throughout neighborhoods and parks. 
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Rhododendron indicum and 
Indicus, -a, -inn: A Slippery Slope 

Donald H. Voss—Vienna, Virginia 

Why would someone in the 21st century associate 
a Southern Indian hybrid evergreen azalea such 

as the large-leaved, large-flowered `Formosum' or 'Red 
Formosum' with the relatively small-leaved, small-flowered 
Rhododendron indicum? In the 19th century, "Indicas" 
became a convenient vernacular name for the Southern 
Indian hybrids. Unfortunately, that usage persists and 
leads down the slippery slope of fallaciously attributing 
to Rhododendron indicum many plants belonging to other 
species. 

The Latin adjective indicus in one or another of its forms 
has two quite different applications in plant nomenclature. 
In scientific botanical nomenclature, this adjective may be 
used as an epithet in the Latin name of a particular species 
or infraspecific taxon. In horticulture, it (or its English 
derivative "Indian") often appears in vernacular names to 
indicate the geographic origin of plants such as those which 
became parents of the Belgian Indian hybrids. As Stearn 
points out, the origin indicated thereby is none too clear: 

indicus, -a, -urn Literally of India but also applies to 
plants originating throughout the East Indies and from 
as far away as China. . . . It seems as if any plant that 
came home in an Indiaman might be given this specific 
epithet without any further ado—to the confusion of 
future generations.(1) 

In his well-known compendium, Azaleas, Galle points 
out that confusion in the use of "indica" dates back to 
the early 19th century when Rhododendron simsii was 
introduced in England and called Azalea indica. Under that 
name, Dr. John Sims in 1812 published a colored plate of 
the plant, together with a discussion of Azalea indica broad 
enough to embrace many familiar species of azaleas, thereby 
surely contributing to the confusion noted by Stearn (see 
s idebar). (2) 

Shortly after this, R. mucronatum arrived in England 
and Lindley named it Azalea indica alba in 1824. (Blume 
had named this plant A. mucronata in 1823, and under the 
Botanical Code's rule ofpriority, Rhododendron mucronatum, 
based on Blume's name, is correct for this species.) 
Seedlings and hybrids of these and other introductions were 
soon being marketed as "Indica." In 1851, three forms of 
R. simsii (Wittatum', `Vittatum Punctatum', and Wittatum 
Bealii') came to England from Shanghai under the name 
"Indica." When these plants reached Belgium, they were 
used extensively in hybridizing. The Belgian Indian hybrids 
became popular conservatory and florist plants in Europe 
and were widely exported. Because these plants were 
largely intended for forcing, the Japanese R. indicum (which 
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Excerpt from Sims' 
"Azalea Indica Indian Azalea" 

Kaempfer enumerates 21 varieties cultivated 
in Japan. . . . Among the varieties enumerated by 
Kaempfer, besides the many different colored flowers 
. . . with spots of the most contrary hues, the foliage 
of some is hairy, of others smooth; some produce 
their flowers before the leaves, some after; others are 
evergreen [and, implicitly, some are deciduous! DHV]; 
some have five, some ten stamens. 

. . . in our plant there were ten [stamens DHV], 
unequal in length, and slightly declined, which 
together with the form of the corolla and the spotting 
of the superior laciniae [petal lobes DHV], seemed to 
unite it with Rhododendron, rather than with Azalea; 
but in fact there are no natural limits between these 
genera, or at least the number of stamens affords none; 
and most of the varieties of this species recorded by 
Kaempfer are pentandrous [have five stamens DHV] 

does not force well) was not used as a parent. (3) 
In the United States, development of the Southern 

Indian hybrids was spurred by the popularity of the Belgian 
Indian hybrids, some of which proved to be hardy in the 
gardens of Georgia and South Carolina. The Fruitland 
Nursery of P. J. Berckman in Augusta, Georgia, played an 
important role in introducing and supplying plants of both 
series. The parentage of the Southern Indian hybrids is 
indeed a potpourri: Galle lists Belgian hybrids, forms of 
R. mucronatum (including a double), R. indicum (including 
hybrids with R. simsii and R. mucronatum), R. simsii, and 
forms of Wittatum' and `Coccineum'. The page from 
Berckman's 1883 Spring Catalogue reproduced by Galle 
illustrates the vernacular use of "Indica" that still results 
in confusion. The page is headed "AZALEA INDICA" 
but contains `Amoena' (R. kiusianum `Amoenum') and 
`Indica Alba' (R. mucronatum var. mucronatum), as well as 
Southern Indian hybrids including 'Formosa' (the feminine 
-a endings reflect Berckman's preference for Azalea as the 
genus name).(3) 

The history of the term "Indica" in the genus 
Rhododendron (including the subsumed genus Azalea) 
confirms the wide use ofthe term as a geographical descriptor 
for plants of various species native to the Orient. Although 
Linnaeus in 1753 named a particular plant as Azalea indica 
(Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet is derived from the 
Linnean basionym), during the two intervening centuries 



botanists added numerous varieties to R. indicum as plant 
explorers returned new plant material to centers of study. 
Many of these varieties are now recognized as separate 
species; for example: eriocarpum, kaempferi, kiusianum, 
x pulchrum, scabrum, simsii, and transiens (R. kaempferi x 
R. macrosepalum). 

An example of the persisting confusion between 
application of the name Rhododendron indicum and the 
broad array of taxa included in the vernacular terms "Indica" 
or "Indian" is found in three 2003 plant patents. These relate 
to sports and sports of sports as follows: (4) 

`Crimson Majesty' USPP14,362 
branch sport of `Red Formosum' 

`Crimson Princess' USPP14,360 
whole plant sport of 'Crimson Majesty'(5) 

`Crimson Queen' USPP14,343 
branch sport of 'Crimson Princess' 

In each of the listed patents, the section "Background 
of the Invention" begins with the statement: "The present 
invention relates to a new and distinct variety of evergreen 
azalea, botanically known as Rhododendron indicum." In 
apparent contradiction, the section "Botanical Description 
of Plant Scientific Name," compiled with the assistance of 
Dr. Lowell E. Urbatsch, Director of the LSU Herbarium, 
Louisiana State University, includes the following: 

The plant belongs to a group of azaleas called the 
"Southern Indian azaleas" or "indicas" that are hybrids 
derived from various species of Rhododendron or 
derived directly from various species in that genus. 
Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet, although often 
given as the scientific name for this group of plants, 
has had little or no part in the parentage of the indicas. 
Most indicas are descendents of Rhododendron simsii 
Planch., R. mucronatum G. Don and/or R. pulchrum 
Sweet or their hybrids; in the industry, however, the 
accepted parentage is that of Rhododendron indicum. 

The International Rhododendron Register and Checklist 
(2d ed.) states, however, that R. 'Formosum' (the source 
of 'Red Formosum' and indirectly the source of 'Crimson 
Majesty') is of uncertain origin, but may be a 'Phoeniceum' 
hybrid. 'Phoeniceum' in turn may be a form of R. scabrum 
or (scabrum x mucronatum).(6) 

The highly questionable nature of the "industry" view 
mentioned in the cited patents may be judged by a brief 
review of leaf and corolla dimensions of R. indicum, R. 
scabrum, and the three patented plants listed above (all 
measurements in millimeters): (7) 

Spring Leaf Petal 	Corolla 
Length Width Length Diameter 

R. indicum 20-30 8-10 30-50 	51-64 

R. scabrum 30-90 20-35 45-60 50-100 
`Crimson Majesty' 38-89 13-38 45-53 70-80 
`Crimson Princess' 25-51 13-25 45-60 70 
`Crimson Queen' 32-64 13-25 45-50 55-60 

Anyone who has seen old, towering, midseason-
flowering specimens of the Southern Indian 'Formosum' in 
southern gardens and who is also familiar with the compact, 
late-flowering R. indicum `Balsaminiflorum' must entertain 
severe doubts about the assertion of R. indicum as the proper 
species for plants derived from 'Formosum'. The tabulation 
above points to other obvious differences: `Crimson Majesty' 
has maximum leaf length three times and width nearly four 
times that of R. indicum; flower diameter averages about 30 
percent greater. 

Two centuries after Sims in 1812 misapplied the name 
Azalea indica to the plant now recognized as Rhododendron 
simsii (a species different from that named Azalea indica 
by Linnaeus in 1753), the time is well past for "industry," 
horticultural writers, horticulturists in general, and yes, 
even U.S. plant patent examiners, to heed azalea experts 
such as Galle and Lee and take note of the fact that the 
terms Southern Indian hybrid and "Indica" do not equate to 
Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet.(8) 

Notes 
1. Stearn, William T. 1992. Steam's Dictionary of Plant Names 

for Gardeners. London: Cassell. 
2. Sims, John. 1812. Azalea Indica Indian Azalea. in Curtis' 

Botanical Magazine. 35:t.1480. London: Sherwood, Neely, 
and Jones. 

3. Galle, Fred C. 1987. Azaleas. Revised and enlarged edition. 
Portland, OR: Timber Press. 

4.U.S. plant patents may be viewed on the Internet at 
www.uspto.gov; select Patents/Search/Patent Number 
Search/enter PP14362. Note that in this article matter 
quoted from patents follows the Patent Office practice of not 
italicizing Latin botanical names. 

5. The term "whole plant sport" has appeared in U.S. plant 
patents Nos. 6,217; 8,212; 13,260; 14,360; 16,290; 17,002; 
17,044. In these patents, the term refers to a mutant plant 
discovered in cultivation among a group of propagules from 
a given clone. It thus differs from a bud- or branch-sport, 
which is first discovered as mutant growth on a source plant 
and subsequently propagated asexually. Where mutation is 
not induced (e.g., by X-ray or colchicine), the discovery is 
serendipitous. In both cases, subsequent propagation of the 
mutant is required to establish that the new variety is stable. 

6. Leslie, Alan C. (comp.). 2004. International Rhododendron 
Register and Checklist (2d ed.). London: Royal Horticultural 
Society. 

7. Cultivar data is from the respective patents. For R. indicum 
and scabrum, leaf data and petal length are from Chamberlain, 
D.F. et al. 1990. A Revision of Rhododendron: IV Subgenus 
Tsutsusi. Edinb. J. Bot. 47(2):120; corolla diameter, from 
Galle supra, and from Cox, Peter A. and Cox, Kenneth N. 
E. 1997. Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Species. Scotland: 
Glendoick Publishing 

8. Galle, op. cit.; Lee, Frederic P. 1958. The Azalea Book. 
Princeton: D. Van Nostrand. 

The author expresses appreciation to Mr. William C. Miller 
III for calling attention to the misapplication of the botanical 
name Rhododendron indicum in the patents discussed in this 
article and for guidance relating to whole plant sports. 
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Nature Is My Greenhouse: 
Let's Simply Propagate Part I 

Mike Creel—Lexington, South C,arolina 

Editor's Note: The following article was presented at the 
23rd Annual Cullowhee Native Plant Conference at Western 
Carolina University in July 2006. 

Imust admit right off that my once-productive vegetable 
garden west of Lexington, South Carolina, has grown up 

in neglect since I discovered that I can easily propagate and 
grow native plants the entire 12 months of the year outdoors 
with no greenhouse needed and very minimal expense. 

I started in the winter of 1990-91 with two little one-
gallon pots that I stuck dormant native azalea cuttings into 
and covered them with two two-liter soft drink bottles. I did 
this on a whim using dormant, leafless wild azalea cuttings 
that a botanist clipped from his fresh, soon-to-be dry 
herbarium specimen. My intent was to keep the stems alive 
long enough to produce blooms. I stuck one pot of leafless 
stems with flower buds present and a second pot of stems 
with only leaf buds. 

I had pretty much forgotten about the two pots of 
unknown wild azalea cuttings until I noticed from a distance 
something white in one of the two pots in mid-May, and 
when I looked closer I found open azalea blooms—white and 
fragrant—by which I could determine the species. The real 
surprise was in the second pot, which was filled with green 
leafy stems that had rooted. The cuttings in the blooming 
pot had not developed roots during the same period, but 
had spent all their energy in feeding those fat flower buds. 
I learned several lessons: I can root the reputedly difficult 
native azaleas; I don't need a greenhouse to root plants; 
dormant cuttings will root, given time; and flower buds 
should always be removed from cuttings I want to root. 

Over the past several years I have been developing 
and refining a natural approach to both seed and cutting 
propagation that uses nature's calendar and climate controls. 
My simple, low-tech approach finds a use for all sorts of 
recycled materials, like pots, hanging baskets, clear soft 
drink bottles, wire and so on. A friend from Norway once 
called my techniques "Creel-Way" propagation and the 
name stuck. 

I like to say that nature is my greenhouse. Patience and 
leaf mold provide my rooting hormones, and the weather 
whims of the four seasons are my climate controls. In 
the center of South Carolina where I live the native plant 
gardener can pretty much plant seeds and stick cuttings 
outdoors with minimal equipment year-round, except for 
rare days of steady rain and sustained freezes. 

Consider the principal features of Creel-Way propagation 
below and compare them with traditional propagation 
methods. You will find them quite different from the norm, 
less expensive, and more carefree. 
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I go to extremes to ensure good drainage and a sturdy 
container, since both help my plants survive and prosper with 
inattention. Once I fill a pot with cuttings or seeds, it must 
be able to withstand local extremes of heat and cold, periods 
of heavy rain, wind, shifting angles of the sun, and frequent 
attacks by squirrels, birds, curious cats and other varmint. 

What is different about Creel-Way propagation from 
usual practices? 

• It is done totally outdoors, and possible all 12 months 
if weather permits. 

• It needs no expensive greenhouse, and can be done 
very small scale, even one pot. 

• It uses inexpensive materials, such as recycled 
containers and pots. 

• It works for all vascular plant species with little 
variation, both woody and perennial. 

• It requires no rooting hormones, fertilizers, pesticides 
or fungicides. 

• It duplicates natural, thorough drainage by adapting 
pots and media. 

• It is easy to begin and requires minimal cost, time and 
upkeep. 

• It can be adapted to any region by changes in timing 
and local materials. 

I will teach you ways to propagate native plants easily 
on a budget so you can preserve, grow and propagate native 
plants around your home garden without removing them 
from the wild. Most vascular plants can be rooted from 
green or woody cuttings outdoors, in a well-shaded area kept 
just moist. There are some tricks to doing this right. Rooted 
cuttings will be copies of the plant unless the cutting is a 
"sport" or mutated stem. Seed grown plants will be similar to 
parents in colors and habit, but not identical. 

Why should we be interested in propagating native 
plants? So you won't be tempted to dig and remove plants 
from the wild. Because most home site preparation destroys 
preexisting native plants. Because local varieties are seldom 
propagated and used in home landscapes. Because local and 
regional forms are rarely offered by nurseries. So we can 
share extra plants and clones with gardeners. So we can 
select and provide cultivars for nurseries and friends. So we 
can learn to propagate better and teach others how to. So we 
can copy local and rare forms and species for restoration. So 
we can restore missing species to our homesteads. 

The main things I do in native plant propagation are: 
• For woody species like trees, shrubs and vines sticking 

only woody cuttings, regardless of the season. 
• Keeping cuttings stored in the refrigerator for extended 

periods, in inflated plastic bags with no water. 



• Drilling extra drain holes in pots with a 3/4 inch hole-
saw in a uniform staggered pattern; 

• Filling pots for cuttings or seed only half full with 
"special recipes" of fast-draining media; 

• Covering seed pots with secured "varmint caps" of 
wire mesh, 1/4 inch hardware cloth; 

• Topping media in seed and cutting pots with sifted 
humus fines from the same or a related species; 

• Using no fertilizers, rooting hormones, fungicides, 
pesticides or chemicals; 

• Wounding and sticking woody cuttings (not new 
growth) into "dryish" media, using no hormones; 

• Attaching to cutting pots "mini-greenhouse" non-
degrading clear or translucent plastic domes that allow 
water to reach media between the dome and the pot 
rim with 1/2 inch or more clearance; 

• Placing pots just off the ground on a pedestal or hanger 
to prevent earthworm invasion; 

• Protecting closed dome-pots of cuttings from full sun 
with 65-70 percent shade cloth; 

• Watering pots after placing them, and then as needed 
to total one inch per week; 

• Disturbing pots only when imperiled by saturated 
media or other problems; and 

• Letting nature do the rest. 
Several new things I've learned since my last propagation 

workshop: 
• Propagation pots and humidity domes can be made 

from a wider variety of containers. 
• Regular clear 2-liter soft drink bottles work well as 

humidity domes for one gallon pots. 
• Discarded hanging baskets of all sizes can be 

converted into propagation and plant pots. 
• A corded drill, which rotates faster, works better than 

a rechargeable one to enlarge and add drainage holes 
to pots or for vent holes, and will make clean holes in 
thinner plastic pots. 

• A 3/4 inch hole-saw bit works best for making drain 
holes in all sizes of pots and containers. 

• Securely wire propagation domes and varmint caps to 
the pot, rather than using a press-in hold-down. 

• Woody cuttings can be taken year-round in many 
areas, though a cold frame may be needed. 

• Woody cuttings can be stored cold for longer periods 
in a plastic bag with no added moisture. 

• Pre-trimming and retrimming woody cuttings for 
transport storage does not hurt them. 

• To rescue cuttings and plants imperiled by growing in 
too-wet or too-dry pots. 

• Pine bark mini-nuggets are important to sustaining 
good media drainage. 

• Do not use sand, gravel, or pea pebbles in media 
mixes, even coarse washed sand. 

• By doing a postmortem on failed pots of cuttings and 
seeds, you can learn what you did wrong. 

• Be alert to survivors in apparently failed pots of 
cuttings and seedlings. 

NOT-SO-TECHNICAL TERMS 
I USE REPEATEDLY 

Cutting,. are always woody stems, unless I am rooting 
perennials, when I use firm green stems. 

Humidity Domes or Domes are clear or translucent 
bottles or containers I use to cover cuttings. 

Vent Cap is a screw-on bottle cap or a rubber plug made 
from a chair foot that seals a dome. 

Drilled Pot is a nursery pot or container that has been 
improved with extra drainage holes. 

Hold-Down is a bendable wire to secure clear domes to 
prop-pots by two holes made in the pot rim. 

Dome-Pot is a combination of a dome, vent cap, drilled 
pot, hold-down, and media. 

Hiuh-Rise Pot is a pot for cuttings or seeds made from 
used or new hanging baskets drilled for proper drainage and 
fitted with a clear dome made from a one-gallon spring water 
bottle. 

Hole-Saws are drill bits for making holes in pots and 
domes, 3/4 inch for drain holes, 7/8 inch and larger for vent 
holes in domes. 

Vent Plugs made from rubber chair feet are used to seal 
vent holes in certain domes. 

Varmint Caps are pot covers made from hardware cloth, 
1/4 inch mesh 2 feet wide, attached to pots of seedlings or 
small plants with a length of wire. A 6-inch square covers a 
gallon pot. 

Two-Brr Pot is a pot made from a plastic box drilled for 
drainage, fitted with 2 domes for cuttings. 

Pedestal is a support made from anything to keep a pot 
off the ground, to aid drainage. 

GETTING STARTED 
IN CREEL-WAY PROPAGATION 

You will need a few basic facilities, materials, and tools 
to get started: 

(1) Create an area that you can keep shaded and watered 
year round for dome-pots; 

(2) Have an adjacent area in the sun to grow out cuttings 
and seedlings; 

(3) A potting bench is also useful, easy to build pre-cut 
ones are available as kits; 

(4) A small sprinkler and egg-type timer provide easy 
weekly watering when rain does not; 

(5) Get a number of plastic pots, one gallon and larger, 
preferably thick walled; 

(6) Scavenge (or buy cheaply) some clear or translucent 
containers for use as humidity domes, 2-liter clear soft drink 
bottles, 3-liter soft drink bottles and one-gallon spring water 
bottles are best; 

(7) Buy or salvage some 1/4 inch mesh hardware cloth 
to make varmint caps for seedling pots; 

(8) Heavy scissors or surgical shears for cutting the 
bottom from propagation domes; 

(9) Flexible wire, like electric fence wire, serves to 
fasten humidity domes and varmint caps to pots; 

The Azalean / Summer 2007 - 31 



(10) Keep handy some wire cutters for trimming wire 
hold-downs; 

(11) Have a pair of tin snips for cutting wire mesh and 
a pocket knife awl for hold-downs; 

(12) Find some durable identification labels, erasable 
ones if possible; 

(13) You need a hand cultivator and large pot, or some 
other means, for mixing small batches of media; 

(14) For media buy pine bark soil conditioner, pine 
bark mini nuggets, and Fafard 3B potting soil; and 

(15) A 3/8 inch corded drill to make new drain holes in 
pots and vent holes in propagation domes. 

A shade cloth on a frame is essential when rooting 
cuttings in clear humidity domes, regardless of location or 
season. You cannot depend totally on tree shade. I use a 6 by 
15 foot Coolaroo brand mesh shade cloth (medium density, 
blue margin thread) that limits sun reaching the dome-pots 
by 64 to 70 percent. I use a green one (for luck) supported 
by an old dog pen fence with 2-inch PVC cross beams. Not 
pretty, but it has worked for years. 

Recently I built a better-looking shade bed with six six-
foot treated posts at six-foot intervals along a 14-foot-wide 
concrete pad, where a dog pen had been. I screwed treated 
1 by 5-inch boards along the top outside of the posts. This 
created two four-foot-high areas where I can stretch two 6-
by 15-foot shade cloths across and roll the cloths up when 
needed for access or watering. 

Without secure and consistent shade, cuttings in a dome 
pot will "cook" after an hour or so even in winter. I found 
simple plans online for a PVC-frame lawn tractor shed that 
would work great as a small shade enclosure. A very small 
shade device can be made for one or a few pots. Stiff wire 
will form a small shade support. 

DESIGN AND USE OF CREEL-WAY DOME-POTS 
All of my "dome-pots" for stem cuttings work on the 

same design, appearing to be miniature greenhouses, but 
much more carefree. Each dome-pot maintains a warm 
captive high humidity environment inside a clear or 
translucent dome, while the root zone stays moist but well-
aerated and fast-draining through proper media selection and 
extra drainage holes. Given sufficient time, filtered sunlight 
and warmth, any good cutting will root in a dome pot. 

In warmer regions such as where I live in the central 
midlands of South Carolina, or USDA Hardiness Zone 
8A, woody cuttings of many species can be collected and 
stuck in outdoor dome-pots year-round, even during plant 
dormancy. In colder areas subject to severe and prolonged 
freezes, dome pot cuttings would need to be stuck during 
the growing season or protected by a cool greenhouse or 
cold frame. Dormant cuttings in zones colder than 8A could 
be stuck outdoors near the end of winter just before bud 
emergence. Terminal buds and bloom buds always need to 
be removed. 

Dome-pots are protected outdoors from overheating by 
a 64-70 percent shade cloth and receive weekly watering 
from nature or a sprinkler to equal one-half to one inch. No  

rooting hormones or chemicals are used, but a little local 
native humus is added to the media surface. Woody cuttings 
"only" are used for woody plants, and firm green stems are 
used as cuttings for herbaceous plants that form joints. 

Once cuttings are rooted, after about three warm months 
in a dome-pot, the ventilation cap or plug is removed to 
allow cuttings to acclimate to drier outside air, while the 
now-vented dome is kept in place with the pot still protected 
by shade for another 4 to 6 weeks. After this period the pot 
can be moved into a sunny area with the open vented dome 
kept in place or removed. Usually after four months the 
cuttings can be repotted from a dome-pot to separate pots or 
spaced out in a larger pot. 

Both propagation domes and pots can be made from a 
variety of containers, if they are the right size, can be drilled 
easily for drain holes or ventilation holes and do not break 
down or become brittle with prolonged exposure to sun or 
climatic changes. 

DESIGN AND USE OF THE 
CREEL-WAY SEED POT 

Rather than grow native plant seeds indoors under lights, 
I plant them outdoors throughout the year in well-drained 
pots protected by wire mesh commonly sold as hardware 
cloth. All pots are filled with fast-draining media to the 
halfway point or slightly above and all have been converted 
to fast drainage with a 3/4-inch hole-saw. 

With varmint cap covers I use all sizes of pots for seed, 
from one gallon to 10. Find a sunny spot, drill pot, prepare 
wire mesh varmint cap, mix media, fill pot halfway, sprinkle 
humus, sprinkle seeds, install varmint cap, move pot to bed 
in sun or half shade, put on pedestal, water in situ after 
moving pot to long-term location, water once weekly if no 
rain. 

When planting seed pots you will need fresh seeds or 
seeds that have been properly maintained since collection. 
Small seeds like azaleas and rhododendrons are surface 
sown, while larger ones like dogwood and Stewartia are 
planted shallow. I sprinkle humus fines from like or related 
species on the media surface before planting. 

I always use varmint caps for seed pots to protect 
seedling pots from squirrels, birds, and other varmints with 
a wire mesh cap. For one-gallon pots I cut a 6-inch square of 
1/4-inch mesh hardware cloth (from 2- to 4-foot wide wire 
fabric) using tin snips and bend the edges down for fastening 
to the pot. 

Varmint caps can also protect small cuttings planted low 
in the pot. For three-gallon or larger pots I cut a 12-inch 
square, snipping three to four inches long with 45-degree 
cuts into each corner and 90-degree slots midway each side, 
which aids in bending edges to fit various pots. Secure the 
varmint cap to pot with a single wire attached to a hole on 
each side. 

MEDIA CHOICES AND SOURCES 
Choosing and mixing media for outdoor propagation pots 

is a primary concern of mine. I have found no commercially 
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available media mix that is ready to use as is. Most have a 
tendency to become saturated in a pot that is watered weekly 
and exposed to rains. 

For propagating cuttings and seedlings I use one primary 
media mix (Mix A) which drains well and maintains thorough 
drainage over time. I mix media with a hand cultivator in a 
10-gallon low pot or by shaking a 6.5-gallon clear trash can 
with lid. The second way provides good exercise and you 
can see the mixing. The small amount of perlite in mixes A 
and B offer visual evidence of good mixing. 

Media Mix A: For a long time my all-purpose mix for 
cuttings and seeds has been 5 parts soil conditioner (a finely 
milled and composted pine bark mixed with one part of a 
soilless mix such as Fafard 3 or Baccto® Pro or an equivalent 
soil-less mix). I use this in pots that have been drilled for 
drainage, and I fill pots just to or slightly above the halfway 
point with media. 

Media Mix B: This is a recent mix I am experimenting 
with for cuttings and seeds, which I make by mixing 6 parts 
of soil conditioner or pine bark fines with 1 part of pine bark 
mini-nuggets and one half of a soil-less mix as cited above. 
This mix drains so well that drilling of extra drainage holes 
may not be necessary. 

Media Mix C: This new mix for repotting seedlings and 
cuttings came from my friend Vivian Abney in Tennessee 
and is showing good performance in full pots that have not 
been drilled for extra drainage. This repotting mix contains 2 
parts of soil conditioner or pine bark fines mixed with 1 part 
of pine bark mini-nuggets. I usually double the recipe on this 
one to create a good batch of media. 

When using Media Mix A, pots need to be drilled for 
extra drainage, half-filled with media if a standard tall (not a 
low, wide) pot is used, set on a pedestal (made from anything 
that drains) off the ground or hung from a tree or support. 

Find locally available equivalents to the materials I use. 
Develop your own media from local suppliers, but it must 
drain well in a container and break down slowly. 

The soil conditioner I use is from P and L Bark in 
Pageland, South Carolina, and sold by Lowes as Garden 
Plus soil conditioner (product number 97675). P and L Bark 
is on the bag label in small print. The Gro-Bark company 
in McCormick, South Carolina, also produces a good pine 
bark soil conditioner. Many commercial azalea nurseries use 
similar bark media. Take care not to let your bags become 
saturated by the rain. 

Do not mix or use media that is already saturated. 
Investigate locally for similar materials. 

It surprises most people when they learn that I use no 
rooting hormones to root cuttings. Before sowing seeds or 
sticking cuttings into media I sprinkle about a teaspoon of 
humus fines (sifted through a mesh pot or crumbled between 
my fingers) onto the media surface. 

I collect fresh humus as a combination of rotted leaves 
with some soil from nearby plants of the same or a closely 
related species from beneath unrotted leaves in the root 
zone. It is rich in natural soil bacteria and mycorrhizae. I 
try to select mature plants not heavily fertilized or sprayed  

regularly with fungicides. 
The humus must be from the new area where the plants 

will be growing, not from the original site where the mother 
plant was growing. In pots of cuttings or seeds I avoid 
fertilizer, fungicides, pesticides, and over watering. 

Prompt, thorough drainage is key to rooting cuttings and 
growing seedlings. Container drainage can be improved by: 
(1) selecting pots that drain well such as low wide pots and 
mesh garden pond pots; (2) limiting media level to 1/2 or 2/3 
full; (3) drilling extra drain holes; (4) changing media recipe 
to drain faster; and (5) elevating pots off the ground on a 
pedestal or hanging the pot in the air. Never use pots with 
only drain holes in the bottom. 

Earthworms are drainage demons of the flower pot 
and will invade a propagation pot via drain holes in the pot 
bottom quickly converting a pot of well-draining media 
into saturated media which destroys the air spaces needed 
for roots on cuttings, seedlings, and plants. Avoid putting 
pots into direct ground contact but elevate them on draining 
material. 

SELECTION AND USE 
OF PROPAGATION DOMES 

Propagation domes to hold humidity around cuttings in 
the process of rooting must be made of clear, transparent 
or translucent plastic that does not break down quickly 
outdoors. They must have a sealable and removable upper 
vent hole such as a screw-on cap. If a potential dome has no 
vent, it must be of a material that is easy to drill so ventilation 
hole can be installed top center. Rubber chair feet of different 
sizes work well as vent plugs. 

Bottles converted to propagation domes need to have 
their bottom removed making a straight cut with heavy 
scissors or surgical shears. Tall bottles such as a 3-liter soft 
drink container can be cut in half to make two domes, or left 
tall for long cuttings. Cylindrical plastic food containers and 
other liquid containers can be turned upside down, then a 
vent hole drilled. 

Matching a dome to the pot is critical to the function 
of the dome-pot. Domes must fit inside (not outside) the 
propagation pot with a minimum 1/2-inch clearance between 
dome edge and pot rim for water to enter media in the pot 
from overhead—rain, hose nozzle or sprinkler—and flow 
down into that space and into the media. Each dome must 
be centered in the pot against the media and secured with a 
strand of wire. The dome-pot must permit easy entrance and 
drainage of water. Never enclose a pot inside a dome. 

A standard 2-liter soft drink bottle cut in half, or using 
the upper 3/4 of the bottle, works well as a dome for a one-
gallon pot. Some wider one-gallon pots have enough space to 
use a 3-liter soft drink bottle cut in half. It must be centered 
onto the media and wired to the pot. 

Three-liter soft drink bottles, which are hard to find 
today, make good propagation domes for wider gallon pots, 
mum pots, two-gallon pots, medium hanging baskets and low 
azalea pots. Once the 3-liter bottle is cut in half, the top half 
already has a sealable vent hole, the cap. A vent hole in the 
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dome made from the bottom half of the bottle can be made 
by carefully drilling it with a 7/8 inch hole-saw. I invert a 
bottle half over a 2-foot 4 by 4 post section in the ground 
(with the bottom of a 1-liter bottle bottom half snugly fitted 
over the post, which stabilizes the 3-liter bottle section 
slid over it. I drill a center hole and plug it with a 5/8-inch 
outside diameter rubber chair foot. Three-liter soft drink 
bottles can be found only as chain grocery store brands. 

Clear one-gallon PET spring water bottles work 
perfectly in three-gallon pots, hanging baskets and larger 
pots. Be sure to use clear, weather-durable plastic bottles. 
Translucent gallon milk bottles will work as domes, but 
they become brittle outdoors. To clean algae off the inside 
of domes use moist fine sand and water. 

I recommend using the durable clear one-gallon bottles 
sold by Nestle Waters North America brands: Arrowhead® 
Brand Mountain Spring Water (in CA, AZ and NV), Deer 
Park® Brand Natural Spring Water (in Northeast and 
Atlantic states), Ice Mountain® Brand Natural Spring 
Water (in Midwest and near-South states), Ozarka® Brand 
Natural Spring Water (in TX), Poland Spring® Brand 
Natural Spring Water (in Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
states) and Zephyrhills® Brand Natural Spring Water (in 
FL). One-gallon Dannon spring water bottles of similar 
material also work well as propagation domes in the pot 
sizes mentioned. 

Attaching the propagation dome to the pot is required 
to maintain a seal between the propagation dome and media 
in the pot. Don't cover the pot with the dome. The dome 
should be centered on the media with at least 1/2 inch of 
open space all around to permit overhead water to enter the 
media between dome and pot rim. Water entering media 
from the pot margin will migrate to the center of the pot, 
moistening all the media. 

Make two small holes in opposite top edges of the 
pot rim, fit a length of flexible wire (electric fence wire) 
through the holes, looping the wire around the bottle spout 
or over plug and secure wire to both sides. Never fill a 
standard depth pot (drilled for drainage) more than halfway. 
Regularly check for saturated media. Never fill pots with 
wet media. Do not water seed or cutting pots and then 
overly handle them as this compacts the media and retards 
drainage. It is best to water pots after moving them to their 
long-term site. 

PROPAGATION POT SELECTION AND USE 
Very few off-the-shelf "flower pots" today are designed 

for effective long-term good drainage that most native plants 
need. Most just have too few drainage holes or have holes 
that are too small or wrongly shaped. I can recommend a 
few fast-draining pots that are ready to use "as-is." These 
include the mesh-walled containers used for garden pond 
plants and some inexpensive kitchen colanders. 

Open any drain spaces in mesh pots or colanders that 
may still be sealed with plastic. The garden pond section 
of chain store garden departments always stock mesh pond  

pots — square, round or octagonal. Dollar stores carry 
inexpensive colanders. 

My propagation pots look like Swiss cheese because 
they are filled with so many holes. I drill extra drainage 
holes in plastic pots with a plastic-capable 3/4-inch hole-
saw attached to 3/8-inch corded drill, which maintains a 
constant fast speed longer than the rechargeable 18-volt 
drill I once used. Drilling clean drain holes in stiff, thick-
walled plastic molded pots is pretty easy, but the thin-
walled vacuum-formed ones required a lighter touch to 
prevent tearing. I also enlarge existing lower drain holes in 
pots to 3/4 inch. 

In new or recycled plastic pots I drill new holes midway 
between each of the existing drain holes (if widely spaced) 
around the bottom side and make two more rows up the pot 
in an alternating pattern about 1/3 way up the pot. Drainage 
hole size should be as large as possible such that media does 
not run out of hole when watered. The 3/4-inch hole-saw 
seems the best. Hole-saws tend to fill up on the inside with 
plastic from holes cut. I just let the space fill up until there is 
space for one cut hole layer, which I peel away after drilling 
each hole. I want to invent a hole-saw bit that pushes out 
the waste plastic. A piece of foam rubber that compresses 
and rebounds inside the hole-saw cavity might solve this 
problem of waste build-up. 

For planting seeds, cuttings, and plants I fill drilled 
pots about halfway or slightly above with media to form a 
final surface about two inches above the upper drain holes. 
I always seat pots on a pedestal or stand or hang them. The 
media level in low, wide pots can be 2/3 the height of the 
pot to full, but I do advise enlarging drain holes to 3/4 inch, 
adding drain holes between each of the bottom side holes 
and perching the pot off the ground. 

For drilling plastic pots and domes the sharper the drill 
bit and the fresher the drill battery the better. You need 
plastic-capable hole saws in a 3/4 and 7/8 sizes. The 7/8-
bit makes the vent hole in containers and bottles used for 
propagation domes (particularly the bottom half of 3-liter 
soft drink bottles). Plug the 7/8-inch hole with a white or 
black rubber 5/8 outside diameter chair foot. When making 
the hole-saw holes in thick Rubbermaid containers used 
for pots or domes, it is wise to drill a small pilot hole first 
using a 1/8-inch drill bit. For drilling vent holes in larger 
containers used as domes you will need larger diameter hole 
saws and larger rubber chair feet for removable plugs. 

Drilling in thin-walled or brittle plastic pots and 
containers to create extra drain holes, or a vent hole, must 
be done with special care. Wear protective glasses and don't 
get into a hurry. Fill the pot first with firmly packed dense 
media to provide resistance against the spinning hole-saw 
drill bit. Drill slowly using a fresh, sharp hole-saw while 
applying light pressure (to prevent cracking and tearing). 
Drilling a 1/8-inch pilot hole (prior to hole-saw drilling) 
helps particularly well when converting plastic food 
containers to pots or domes. I often use this technique when 
I "rescue" too-wet plants by adding extra draining holes to 
the pot or making small drain holes larger. 
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I use flexible wire to make hold-downs for propagation 
domes and varmint caps on seed pots. New or used electric 
fence wire is perfect. Attach a hold-down wire to pot by 
making a hole in both sides near the top edge using a 1/8-
inch drill bit or pocket knife awl. 

Always use hold-down wires to attach domes to cutting 
pots and varmint caps to seed pots. Hanger wire from the 
hardware store works well for creating hanging baskets 
from plastic kitchen bowls and colanders, also for making a 
small shade cloth frame that you can stick into the ground. 

PROPAGATION POTS ABOUND - 
MANY FREE OR INEXPENSIVE 

Keep your eyes open for plastic nursery pots and 
hanging baskets that have been discarded. The world is 
full of potential pots and propagation domes, sometimes in 
unlikely places. 

I was once seeking some very large domes and pots 
for rooting some big-leaved species trees. At one bargain 
store I found a 6.5-gallon clear 1136 Sterilite clear trash can 
designed for storing children's toys, which made a perfect 
dome to fit in a 10 gallon pot I had. I drilled a 1-3/4 inch 
vent hole with a hole-saw in the top center of the trash can 
and plugged it with a 1-1/2 inch vent plug (rubber chair 
foot). 

At a local car wash I asked about some empty 
translucent 20-gallon drums (one end with two screw caps/ 
vents) which the manager gave me after I inquired and told 
him my plan. He also had some 55-gallon drums of the 
same material. I sawed the 20-gallon container in half to 
make two 10-gallon domes which fit nicely in a 20-gallon 
blue utility tub/pot, I found at a dollar store. 

I create propagation dome-pots and seed pots called 
"high-rises" from used and new hanging baskets to place 
on a short pedestal just off the ground or hang in a tree 
or frame. Cuttings seem to root faster in aerial pots, due 
to greatly improved drainage, well aerated root zone and 
lighting from the sides. Several high-rise pots could be 
hung in a small area using a sturdy frame, shaded for 
cuttings, sunny or part shade for seeds. 

Since most hanging baskets drain so poorly I remove 
the attached tray, enlarge existing bottom drain holes to 
3/4-inch using a hole-saw and add one or two new rows 
of drain holes above in a staggered pattern. Unlikely pots 
sometimes work well, like a miniature hanging basket 
planter I found, drilled and added a dome made from the 
top half of 2-liter soft drink bottle. It rooted several 'Camp's 
Red' Cumberland azaleas which repotted successfully. 

I also buy inexpensive plastic food colanders to which 
no additional drainage needs to be added. Use a 1/8-inch 
drill or pocketknife awl to make two holes for installing 
a wire "hold-down" for the propagation dome. To make 
the colander into a hanging basket just drill the three 
equidistant holes for the hanging basket wire. 

The "colander pot" can be used either hung like a 
hanging basket or sitting on a pedestal just off the ground. 
If you use the colander pot, you can use a heavier media  

than what I normally use and water it more often. Check 
the colander pot every other day. In normal dome-pots I just 
water once a week if it has not rained. 

Propagation pots and domes can be made from all sorts 
of common household items. I once stuck dormant cuttings 
in a rectangular pot made from a "Rubbermaid" Latchable" 
in the 6.5-quart or 6.1-liter size. I drilled a pattern of good 
drainage holes in the box and used its lid for a perch. I 
attached two clear propagation domes made from half a 3-
liter soft drink bottle: The domes fit perfectly side by side in 
the clear box with sufficient space between pot sidewall and 
dome sidewall for water to enter the media. 

Rescuing pots in peril with rooted cuttings and small 
seedlings is a daily effort. Most of them are suffering from 
saturated media which is noticeable by plants dying or losing 
leaves in a pot, a pot feeling too heavy, earthworm castings 
plugging drain holes, weeds such as violets outgrowing the 
intended plants, and stunted plants with little vigor. Such 
pots can often be rescued by repotting the plants in proper 
media and pot, by drilling extra drain holes in the pot or by 
removing the bottom half or third of media from the pot to 
speed drainage. 

RECORD KEEPING 
Identification tags that remain readable and are long-

lasting are essential for both seed and cutting pots. Label 
each pot of cuttings, plants or seeds with "pencil-writable" 
metal or plastic ID tags stating what is planted, who 
provided it and date planted. I press tags into the media 
along pot sidewall to hide them. Two labels are often better 
than one. 

I also keep a pocket notebook and old mailing labels 
with dates and plant material received. Used or new metal 
offset printing plates are the longest lasting material as I 
have some plants labels from layers dating to 1983 which 
are still quite readable with pencil writing. 

Never use vinyl mini-blinds for plant tags as they fade 
quickly. Old aluminum blinds work. Seek similar materials 
in your area. Some waste plastics from businesses like credit 
card manufacturers work well as labels and are erasable and 
reusable. 

Mike Creel 's first loves are his family followed by the two 
family felines, but after that, he turns "green," venturing to 
a 7-acre native garden and the wilds of South Carolina to 
propagate, preserve, and share every worthy native plant 
he encounters. He considers propagation a critical tool 
of native plant conservation. A 1977 University of South 
Carolina journalism graduate, he recently retired from state 
government as writer and photographer on environment and 
natural resources. Through workshops, web correspondence 
and U.S. mail he shares his simple propagation techniques 
and plants with people across America and abroad. 
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Judy Brandenburg 
1260 Apple Hill Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45230 
bloominjudy@cinci.rr.com  

Library of 
The Chicago Botanic Garden 
1000 Lake Cook Road 
Glencoe, IL 60022 
library@chicagobotanic.org  

Yvonne M. Miklas 
11654 Terryhill Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 

Katsuko Nakagawa 
4257 Jackson Avenue 
Culver City, CA 90232 

Norman Winter 
1320 Seven Springs Road 
Raymond, MS 39154 
normanw@ext.msstate.edu  

Sylvia Wright 
9363 Hoehns Road 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 

Bryce Yancey 
120 St. Louis Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76104 

Yale Youngblood 
PO Box 1868 
Fort Worth, TX 76101 

Brookside Gardens 
Sonny Cable 
10132 Goodbody Court 
Columbia, MD 21044 
dollyc@erols.com  

Louisiana 
Airport Garden Center 
44530 S. Airport Road 
Hammond, LA 70403 

Marcus Barnardez 
PO Box 244 
St Gabriel, LA 70776 

Michelle Charvet 
Charvetos Garden Center 
4511 Clearview Pkwy 
Metairie, LA 70006 

Stuart Gauthier 
Lafayette Master Gardeners 
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA 70501 
sgauthier@agctr.Isu.edu  

Martin Hackney 
PO Box 400 
Folsom, LA 70437 

Donna Hawkins 
837 Hwy 20 N 
Thibodaux, LA 70301 
d.hawkins@chackbaynursery.com  

Rosemary Lassiter 
PO Box 330 
Stonewall, LA 71078 
rosielass44@hotmail.com  

Kristie LeJeune 
22276 Rolling Acres Drive 
Denham Springs, LA 70726 
kristie.lejeune@selu.edu  

Jeanell Menard 
361 Bayou Tortue 
Broussard, LA 70518 
menardrjjt@aol.com  

Marc Wiley 
1000 Robley Drive Apt 1111 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
jmwiley1@cox. net  

Oconee 
Grant W. Brown 
614 Howellbrook Drive 
Valdosta, GA 31602 

Gil Nelson 
157 Leonards Drive 
Thomasville, GA 31792 
gil@gilnelson.com  

Clifton Pottberg 
18700 Lake Iola Road 
Dade City, FL 33523 

Texas 
Vaughan H. Clark 
3721 Locke Lane 
Houston, TX 77027 
vaughanc1@aol.com  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Hill 
3418 Amherst Street 
Houston, TX 77005 
tahill0841@aol.com  

William Lowe 
723 Logansport Street 
Nacogdoches, TX 75961-4593 
wlowe1145@suddenlink.net  

Tri-State 
John H. Habermel 
13200 Woodland Lane 
Evansville, IN 47725-1118 
j.habermel@insightbb.com  

Vaseyi 
Thomas & Eileen Fortener 
689 Williamdson Creek Road 
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 
tlforten@citcom.net  

Don & Marilyn Haynes 
31 Peachtree Lane 
Hendersonville, NC 28791 
mphaynes@juno.com  

Lisa Rayburn 
PO Box 623 
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 

Susanne Woosley 
850 Ransier Drive 
Hendersonville, NC 28739 
swoosley@mchsi.com  

Gift Memberships (At Large) 
Jeffrey Abbot 
Siebert-Hood Consulting 
9006 Red Gold Lane 
Orlando, FL 32818 

Deborah J. or William D. Adams 
405 Century Farms Road 
PO Box 439 
Burton, TX 77835 

Ron Adams 
14 Wildlife Trail 
Greer, SC 29650 

Jerry Adamson 
Olsson Associates 
3820 Siamese Street 
Loveland, CO 80537-2603 

Robyn Affron 
Homestead Gardens 
PO Box 189 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Clint Albin 
GCAs Fashion In Bloom 
37733 Euclid Avenue 
Willoughby, OH 44094 

William Aldrich 
Chicago Land Gardening 
PO Box 208 
Downeros Grove, IL 60515 

Wallace Alexander 
Alexs Nursery Inc 
500 Long Spires Rd 
Gaston, SC 29053 

Brandy Allport 
Jacksonville Times-Union 
PO Box 1949 
Jacksonville, FL 32231 

Jenny Andrews 
Garden Design Magazine 
460 N Orlando Ave, Suite 200 
Winter Park, FL 32789 

Mabel Appleman 
PO Box 439 
Burton, TX 77835 

Allan Armitage 
178 Great Oak Drive 
Athens, GA 30605 

Mike Ary 
Pike Nursery Corporate Office 
4020 Steve Reynolds Blvd. 
Norcross, GA 30093 

Mary Palmer Dargan, ASLA 
Dargan Landscape Architects 
PO Box 2638 
Cashiers, NC 28717 

Axiom Marketing Communications 
3800 American Blvd., West 
Bloomington, MN 55431 

Don Bailey 
Four Season Nsy & Gdn 
2489 Hwy 45 S 
Jackson, TN 38301 
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Jeff Ball 
Detroit News 
1669 Birch Road 
Attica, MI 48412 

Gloria Ballard 
The Tennessean 
1100 Broadway 
Nashville, TN 37203 

Cathy Wilkinson Barash 
753 17th St 
Des Moines, IA 50314 

BB Mackey Books 
440 Louella Ave 
Wayne, PA 19087 

Susan Beason 
Tallahassee Democrat 
277 W. Magnolia Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Janice Becker 
Chicagoland Grows(r) 
1107 Worrington Road 
Deerfield, IL 60015 

Sara Begg 
Horticulture 
98 N. Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02114 

Brenda Bell 
Austin American-Statesman 
305 S. Congress Ave 
Austin, TX 78704 

Mike Bennett 
Bennetts Creek Nursery 
5635 Shoulders Hill Rd 
Suffolk, VA 23435 

Susan Or David Betz 
Fresh Starts Herbs/ 
Herb Society Of America 
1477 Hastings Lake Road 
Jonesville, MI 49250 

Bruce Bieri 
City Of Hillsboro 
150 East Main Street 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 

Dr. Richard L. Bitner 
800 N. Peartown Road 
Reinholds, PA 17569 

Amanda Black 
1830 Mill Pond Road 
Garland, TX 75044 

Jim or Bobby 
Stockyard Horticultural 
10028 HWY 70 
Lakeland, TN 38002 

Nathan Boliek 
Tdh Landscaping 
2734 Hess Road 
Monkton, MD 21111 

Elizabeth Botts 
435 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Robert Bowden 
Leu Gardens 
1920 N. Forest Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32803 

Bowman's Hill Wildflower 
Preserve 
86 Gibson Avenue 
Warminster, PA 18974 

Bradfield Organics 
555 Maryville University Drive 
St Louis, MO 63141 

Ray Breedlove 
Breedlove Landscape CO 
11576 Hwy 64 W, PO Box 450 
Tyler, TX 75710 

Elena Brescia 
Scape 
180 Varick St, Ste 914 
New York, NY 10014 

Barry Brinster 
Terra Cycle Inc. 
121 New York Ave. 
Trenton, NJ 08638 

Lorraine Brooks 
Colonial Williamsburg 
PO Box 1776 
Williamsburg, VA 23187 

Brookside Gardens 
1800 Glen Allen Ave 
Wheaton, MD 20902 

Frank Brown 
Huntsville Times 
PO Box 1487 
Huntsville, AL 35807 

Billie Brownell 
Cool Springs Press 
4932 Darlington Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 

Bryce Burger 
Gainesville Landscape 
2406 NW 43rd Street 
Gainesville, FL 32606 

Andy Burris 
Andys Creekside Nursery 
3351 Morgan DR 
Birmingham, AL 35216 

Robert Byrd 
Green Valley Farms Inc 
12975 Hwy 17 
Montevallo, AL 35115 

Randy Caldwell 
Ragan Smith 
315 Woodland Street 
Nashville, TN 37206-0070 

Karen Calloway 
Augusta Chronicle 
PO Box 1928 
Augusta, GA 30903 

Robyn Cannon 
908 West Highland Drive 
Seattle, WA 98119 

Kecia Carlson 
Madeline George Landscape 
2116 Danmore 
Boise, ID 83712 

Tom Carruth 
Weeks Roses 
430 E. 19th Street 
Upland, CA 91784 

Steve Castorani 
North Creek Nurseries 
388 North Creek Road 
Landenberg, PA 19350 

Barbara J. Chadwick 
26 Norwood Road 
Marmora, NJ 08223-1423 

Jeff Chamlee 
Architerra Design Group 
10221-A Trademark Street 
Ranch Cucamonga, CA 91730 

Lois Chaplin 
417 Windsor Drive 
Birmingham, AL 35209 

Gregory or Cheryl 
Glen Gate Company 
644 Danbury Road 
Wilton, CT 06897-5001 

Kris Church 
Superior Landscaping 
PO Box 362 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

Therese M. Ciesinski 
Organic Gardening Magazine 
400 South Tenth Street 
Emmaus, PA 18098 

Steve Cissel 
Lawn & Garden Yellow Pages 
16005 Frederick Road 
Woodbine, MD 21797 

Marian St. Clair 
2 Northbrook Way 
Greenville, SC 29615 

Dick Clinton 
Green Tree Nursery 
9305 Rodney Parham 
Little Rock, AR 72207 

George Collins, JR 
Arkansas Garden Center 
PO Box 25333 
Little Rock, AR 72221-5333 

Douglas Conley 
The Gardens At SIUE 
Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville, IL 62026-1651 

Meshele Conley 
Garden Design Magazine 
460 N. Orlando Avenue, Ste 200 
Winter Park, FL 32789 

Barbara Phillips Conroy 
402 MacDonald Road 
Oakville, ON L6J 2B3 

Mike Cook, SR 
Mikes Garden Center Inc 
5703 Crowley Rd 
FT Worth, TX 76134 

Kate Copsey 
255 Chaffin Road 
Roswell, GA 30075 

Corona Clipper 
22440 Temescal Canyon Rd. 
Corona, CA 92883 

Joe Covington 
Covington Nursery 
5518 Liberty Grove 
PO Box 1165 
Rowlett, TX 75030-1165 
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Denise Cowie 
402 West Stafford Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Linda Coyner 
2519 Grove Isle Ct 
Naples, FL 34109 

David Crawley 
URS Corporation 
7650 W. Courtney Campbell 
Tampa, FL 33607-1462 

John Cretti 
Gardening With An Altitude 
4105 Pierce Street 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 

Susan Cruver 
Tsunami Landscape Design 
9852 Orchard Ave SE 
Olalla, WA 98359 

Mark Cunningham 
Imagination Landscapes 
3111 West Scott Street 
Springfield, MO 65802-1105 

Brenda Curnow 
Frog Pond Farms 
4308 Pelzer Hwy 
Easley, SC 29642-8387 

Karla A Dailey 
141 Wood Pond Road 
West Hartford, CT 06107 

Karen L. Dardick 
213 Linton Avenue 
Natchez, MS 39120 

Esther Davis 
Floral Artist 
27 W. Clay Street 
Salem, VA 24153 

Teresa Davis 
701 Wellerburn Ave 
Severna, MD 21146 

Jim Deal 
Pender Nursery Inc 
2620 Wall Store Road 
PO Box 155 
Garner, NC 27529 

Suzanne DeJohn 
National Gardening Association 
31 Toms Rd 
Candler, NC 28715 

Alan & Linda Detrick 
110 Rutland Rd 
Glen Rock, NJ 07452 

Lois DeVries 
PO Box 125 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 

Jessica or Diana 
Meadowbrook Farm 
1633 Washington Lane 
Meadowbrook, PA 19046 

Brian Dick 
5725 Lake Breeze Avenue 
Lakeland, FL 33809-3342 

Steve Dinkelaker 
PO Box 913 
Conway, MA 01341 

Sandy Dittmar 
lseli Nursery 
30590 SE Kelso Road 
Boring, OR 97009 

Steve Dobbs 
University of Arkansas 
PO Box 3649 
Fort Smith, AR 72913 

David Doolittle 
32149 Aquaduct Road 
Bonsall, CA 92009 

Double Creek Road, LLC 
131 Double Creek Road 
Dobson, NC 27017 

James Downard 
D&M Custom Landscapes 
827 Roberts Road 
Newport, NC 28570 

Patricia Drackett 
GroundScape, Inc. 
14140 Old Woolmarket Road 
Biloxi, MS 39532 

Ken Druse 
105 Cambridge Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 

Eric Duchinsky 
International Society of 
Aboriculture 
1400 W. Anthony Drive 
Champaign, IL 61821 

Betty Nielsen Duff 
2410 - 38th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50310 

Daniel Duke 
The Virginian-Pilot 
150 West Brambleton Ave 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Michele or Doug Dunham 
290 Reitman Court 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

Mark Dwyer 
Rotary Gardens 
1455 Palmer Drive 
Janesville, WI 53545 

Betty Earl 
24W775 75th Street 
Naperville, IL 60565 

Eddy 
Morgreen Nursery 
468 HWY 72 W 
Collierville, TN 38017 

Barbara W. Ellis 
23161 Buck Neck Road 
Chestertown, MD 21620 

Katherine Emery 
City of Glendale 
24 E Vernon Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-1337 

Nancy Engel 
171 Highland Road 
Cold Spring, NY 10516 

Clissa England 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
300 E. Franklin St. 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Catriona Tudor Erler 
965 Pintail Lane 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

Euro American Propagators/ 
Proven Winners 
6702 Terrace Way 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 

Sara Evans 
Harris Publications 
436 East 88 Street 
New York, NY 10128 

Kimberly Fasetti 
Good & Wright 
5455 Dashwood 
Bellair. TX 77401 

Derek Fell 
53 Iron Bridge Road 
Pipersville, PA 18947 

Martha Figley 
2360 Fairway Drive 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

Deborah Smith Fiola 
Landscape IPM Enterprises 
5214 Hollow Tree Lane 
Keedysville, MD 21756 

Frank Fitzgerald 
Close Landscape Architecture 
3241 Colfax Avene South 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

Brian Flaherty 
Plants For All Seasons I 
6610 Louetta Rd 
Spring, TX 77379-6610 

CL Fornari 
Gardenlady.com  
PO Box 355 
Osterville, MA 02655 

Joanna Fortnam 
Garden Design Magazine 
304 Park Ave. South, 8th Fir 
New York, NY 10010 

David France 
Northern Neck Nursery IN 
7952 Newland Rd 
Warsaw, VA 22572 

Lois J. de Vries or 
Dan Freed 
PO Box 125 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 

Ray French 
Floragem 
4303 SW 180th Street 
Fair Hope, AL 32669 

Christine Froehlich 
Flowers Garden Design 
7562 Eighth St. 
Sodus Point, NY 14555 

Michiyo Fujita 
Bradshaw & Associates 
4337 Seagrape Drive 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL 33308 

Louis Fusco 
PO Box 362 
Pound Ridge, NY 10576 
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Garden Media Group 
PO Box 758 
Chadds Ford, PA 19317 

AL Garner 
Colesville Nursery 
PO Box 208 
Ashland, VA 23005 

H. Scott Gaskins 
Total Scapes LLC 
216 1st STN 
Bessemer, AL 35020 

Donna Gerbosi-DiFulvio 
Elizabethan Herbs 
149 Euclid Ave 
Massapequa, NY 11758 

Cindy Gilberg 
Gilberg Perennial Farm 
2906 Oseenfort Road 
Wildwood, MO 63038 

Judy Glattstein 
334 Creek Road 
Frenchtown, NJ 08825 

Joseph Godfrey 
Town Of Cary, NC 
209 Parkknoll Lane 
Cary, NC 27519 

Joseph Gordon 
Design Studio Boca 
2499 Glades Road, Suite 114 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 

Martin Gottlieb 
Lawn Grips Footwear 
147 E Grand 
Escondido, CA 90025 

George Graine 
Grainethumb Enterprises 
7604 Westminster Ct 
Falls Church, VA 22042 

Charlotte Grant 
Making Plans 
1034 Marina Cove Way 
Greensboro, GA 30642 

Mariana Greene 
The Dallas Morning News 
PO Box 655237 
Dallas, TX 75202 

Greenleaf Nursery 
262 FM 2674 Rd 
El Campo, TX 74451 

Teeny Greer 
Virgins Nursery 
2317 Nailling DR 
Union City, TN 38261 

Robbin Gregory 
Volkert & Assoc. Inc. 
316 S McKenzie Street 
Foley, AL 36535 

Wayne Gross 
Tree Source 
6220 Elm ST, PO Box 2494 
Bellaire, TX 77402-2494 

Fran Gustman 
Hortresources Newsletter 
14 Lane Park 
Brighton, MA 02135 

J. Guy 
Novalis 
739 Gaillard Road 
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

Jonathan Haigh 
Kimley Horn & Associates 
2601 Cattlemen Road, Suite 500 
Sarasota, FL 34232 

Carroll Hall 
Carrolls Plant Center 
PO Box 188 
Benson, NC 27504 

Warren Hall 
Halls Plants & Produce 
PO Box 49 
Ararat, VA 24053 

Harlan Hanna 
Hollywood And Hawaiian 
Unlimited Landscape Arch. 
PO Box 50995 
Knoxville, TN 37950-0995 

April Harder 
The Savannah Morning News 
PO Box 1088 
Savannah, GA 31402 

Dottie Harrigan 
Flower Promotion Organization 
PO Box 16 
Ovid, MI 48866 

Alec Harvey 
The Birmingham News 
PO Box 2553 
Birmingham, AL 35202 

Susan Hatchell 
743 West Johnson Street, Ste E 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

Eirik Heikes 
CTA Landworks 
13 N. 23rd Street 
PO Box 1439 
Billings, MT 59101 

Mike Helle 
Sunshine Gardenhouse 
1040 Industrial Way 
Longview, WA 98632 

Jimmy Hendrix 
Hendrix Landscaping Services 
3395 Stone Meadow Cove 
Nesbit, MS 38651 

Kathleen Hennessy 
Yardcare.com  
3800 American Blvd. W., Ste 1275 
Bloomington, MN 55431 

Jeffrey Hermansen 
Arcat 
11573 290th Ave NW 
Princeton, MN 55371 

Leigh Hiester 
Celadon, LLC 
14 Celadon Drive 
Beaufort, SC 29907 

Mark Highland 
The Organic Mechanics Soil Co. 
110 E. Bidolr Street 
West Chester, PA 19380 

Douglas Hoerr 
850 W Jackson Blvd Ste 800 
Chicago, IL 60607 

Jonathan Hoffman 
The Garden Path 
3682 Kathryn Street 
Vicksburg, MI 49097 

Marjorie Hols 
Hols Communication & 
Garden Design 
1180 Summit Ave 
St Paul, MN 55105 

John Holtz 
Burlington County 
Master Gardeners 
122 Lenape Trail 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055 

Robert or Judy Hotchkiss 
801 W. Main Street 
Mountain City, TN 37683 

House Nursery 
PO Box 110 
Brownsboro, TX 75756-0110 

Kathy Huber 
Houston Chronicle 
PO Box 4260, 801 Texas Ave 
Houston, TX 77210 

Megan McConnell Hughes 
11708 W Cemetary Rd 
Fairfax, IA 52228 

Tom Hunter 
4601 Lake Boone Trail 3-B 
Raleigh, NC 27607 

Jay or Denise Hutchins 
Brent And Beckys Bulbs 
7900 Daffodil Lane 
Gloucester, VA 23061 

David Hyatt 
Panoramic Farm Inc 
3110 Tarlton Mill Rd 
Marshville, NC 28103 

Marie lannotti 
761 Neighborhood Rd 
Lake Katrine, NY 12449 

Edith or Marion Isidoro 
3900 Sheckler Road 
Fallon, NV 89406 

Mary Hellman or Ron James 
San Diego Union-Tribune 
PO Box 120191 
San Diego, CA 92112 

Irene Jeruss 
138 Owens Way 
Bristol, CT 06010 

Doug Jimerson 
Meredith Corporation 
1716 Locust Street, Ln 202 
Des Moines. IA 50309 

Bill or John 
Seamon, Whiteside & Associates 
501 Wando Park Blvd. Suite 200 
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464-7849 

David Johnson 
Johnsons Nursery 
985 Johnson Nursery Rd 
Willard, NC 28478 
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Mark Johnson 
1850 Kings Court 
Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Vicki Johnson 
Easy Gardener 
PO Box 914 
Madison, AL 35758 

Gary Jones 
California Gardener 
2200 E., Route 66, Suite 200 
Glendora, CA 91740 

Jane Jung 
3019 44th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

Cheryl Doyle Kearns 
PO Box 302 
Youngsville, NC 27596 

Pete or Keith 
Ginn Company 
215 Celebration Place, Ste 200 
Celebration, FL 34747 

Christine Kelleher 
Blooms Of Bressingham 
Box 230 
Barberton, OH 44203 

Shawn Kelly 
Kelly Design Group 
623 Washington Pkwy 
Williams Bay, WI 53191 

Mark Kennedy 
Chattanooga Times Free Press 
400 East 11th St. 
Chattanooga, TN 37403 

Kristine Kenney 
Mithun 
Pier 56, 1201 Alaskan Way 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Caroline Kiang 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
423 Griffing Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverhead, NY 11901 

Heather Kibble 
Seminis 
2700 Camino Del Sol 
Oxnard, CA 93030 

Irene Kiely 
Pike Nursery Corporate Office 
4020 Steve Reynolds Blvd. 
Norcross, GA 30093 

Robert King 
Pike Nursery Corporate Office 
4020 Steve Reynolds Blvd. 
Norcross, GA 30093 

Barbara Klaczynska 
105 Surrey Road 
Melrose Pk, PA 19027 

Debbie Knitz 
5900 St, Rt 534 
Windsor:  OH 44099 

David Knowles 
BenhamArchitectural & Engineering 
12416 Hastings Road 
Midwest City, OK 73130 

Aimee Knox 
PublicisDialogNationalCASAAssn. 
424 2nd Avenue, W 
Seattle, WA 98119 

Maryalice Koehne 
826 Honey Creek Pkwy 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Cindy Krezel 
Planting Fields Foundation 
PO Box 660 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 

Valorie Lacour 
GE Fielder Assoc. 
5821 Waycross Road 
Baltimore, MD 21206 

Patricia Ann Laird 
Lairds Growers Outlet 
6365 Hwy 98 W 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 

Carol Lambdin 
PO Box 124 
Harvest, AL 35749 

Tom Lamkin 
Marvins Store Support Center 
518 Parkway Drive SW 
PO Box 1110 
Leeds, AL 35094 

Barry Landry 
Root Design Company 
1607 West 6th Street 
Austin, TX 78703 

Gregory Langeler 
Chesapeake Nurseries IN 
27588 Pemberton DR 
Salisbury, MD 21801-0368 

Melodie or Larrisa 
Beckett Corporation 
5931 Campus Cr. Dr. 
Irving, TX 75063 

Mark Lastinger 
Thomasville Times-Enterprise 
106 South St. 
Thomasville, GA 31792 

Dianne Laurence 
UT Arlington 
9235 Highedge Circle 
Dallas, TX 75238 

Barbara Lawton 
3354 Lake Bend Drive 
Valley Park, MO 63088 

Sharon Lee 
Plant Lovers Itineraries 
410 Harvard Avenue 
Swarthmore, PA 19081 

Graham Lewin 
Newtons Nursery 
846 W 27th ST 
Houston, TX 77008 

Ron Logan 
The Garden Path 
15801 Lockshore Lane 
Richland, MI 49083 

Don Loosier 
Quality LDSP 
5845 Goodman Rd 
Olive Branch, MS 38654 

Dan Lubkeman 
Life Light Technologies, Inc. 
2804-D NE 65th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

Mary-Kate Mackey 
31338 Fox Hollow Road 
Eugene, OR 97405 

William Madsen 
Country Landscapes, Inc. 
4100 Bonner Industrial Dr., Ste 10 
Shawnee, KS 66226 

BC Manion 
The Tampa Tribune 
200-202 S. Parker Street 
Tampa, FL 33606 

Bill Marcum 
Marcums Nursery Inc 
169 N Main Street 
Goldsby, OK 73093 

Bob Marion 
Mid South Nursery 
339 Coley Road, PO Box 2645 
Tupelo, MS 38803 

Robert Marshall 
David Evans & Assoc. 
2100 SW River Pkwy 
Portland, OR 97201 

Byron Martin 
Logees Greenhouses 
84 Pheasant Lane 
Brooklyn, CT 06234 

Jim Martin 
Brookgreen Gardens 
438 Priestly St 
Charleston, SC 29412 

Shirley M. Martin 
26 Newberry Place 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

Cirilio Martinez 
Nortex Nursery 
7700 Northaven 
Dallas, TX 75230 

William Mathis 
The Wild Orchid Company 
4477 McNeal Road 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

Rhoda Maurer 
Scott Arboretum of 
Swarthmore College 
500 College Avenue 
Swarthmore, PA 19081 

Hank McBride 
Cool Springs Press 
501 Nelson Place 
Nashville, TN 37214 

Natalie McClendon 
2414 C Street 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Carole McCray 
720 Village Run Road 
Boswell, PA 15531 

Amy McDowell 
2960 NE 49th Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50317 

Ann McGinnes 
Garland Parks & Recreation Dpt. 
PO Box 469002 
Garland, TX 75046-9002 
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Azalea/ City  News- 
Valdosta, Georgia receives designation 
By Kathy Brunot—Valdosta, Georgia 

Valdosta, Georgia, has long been called an "Azalea 
City" and this motto was even incorporated in the city's 
logo. 

A city employee by the name of R.J. Drexel, who later 
became the first city park superintendent, was instrumental 
in propagating and promoting the planting of azaleas in the 
1940s and 1950s. He had a desire to make the parks in the 
city so beautiful that Valdosta would be a more interesting 
place to live. 

Interestingly enough, Georgia adopted the azalea as its 
state wildflower in 1979. Both native and cultivated azaleas 
can be seen in landscapes throughout the city, blooming 
between March and August. 

In 2000, a committee was formed by citizens of Lowndes 
County seeking to establish a spring festival that showcases 
the beauty of the azaleas planted throughout the community. 
On March 17, 2001, the first-ever Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Azalea Festival was born, attracting between 8,000 and 
10,000 people to beautiful Drexel Park. 

Drexel Park has been the location of the Azalea Festival 
ever since. The community recently celebrated its 7th 
Annual Azalea Festival, which became the appropriate time 
to announce Valdosta's selection as a certified "Azalea City" 
by the Azalea Society of America. 

The Azalea Festival continues to grow bigger and better 
with each passing year. The 2005 festival saw nearly 35,000 
participants over the two-day festival. A highlight of last 
year's festival was the planting of a special hybrid azalea 
named the 'Spirit of Valdosta' in Drexel Park. The 'Spirit of 
Valdosta' azalea will be available for sale to area residents 
later this year. The city hopes to see many of these azaleas 
throughout its neighborhoods and parks. 

The city has nine active garden clubs that promote 
beautification efforts. One of our local women's clubs, 
the Azalea City Women's Club, has adopted a project of 
planting azaleas along a multi-purpose trail that traverses a 
2.7-mile section of our community. 

The trail, appropriately named the Azalea City Trail, 
crosses a portion of Valdosta State University Campus 
and Drexel Park, both of which showcase an abundance 
of azaleas. This trail is widely used by the community and 
allows citizens to enjoy the beautiful flowers. 

The city will continue to look for ways to promote and 
appreciate the beauty that the azalea is known for in the 
community. 

Editor 's Note: Valdosta, Georgia became the seventh 
ASA certified Azalea City on March 10, 2007. For a 
complete listing of Azalea Cities visit the ASA Web Site at 
www.azaleas.org. 

• Azalea City Committee Chairman Joseph E. Schild. Jr., left. 
and ASA President Robert "Buddy' Lee, right. presented 

Mayor Joey Seeber of Tyler, Texas, with a framed 
Azalea City designation on March 30. 2007. 

Tyler, Texas named official Azalea City 
Courtesy of the Tyler Morning Telegraph 

The Azalea Society of America says Tyler is one of the 
best cities in the nation to showcase and promote azaleas. 

Because of this, the national group designated Tyler an 
official Azalea City. 

After submitting an application emphasizing the annual 
Azalea & Spring Flower Trail, the city learned in December 
that it had become the nation's fourth Azalea City. 

The ASA held its national convention in Nacogdoches 
and many of its members came to Tyler on Friday, March 
30, 2007, for the presentation ceremony. 

Azalea City Chairman Joe Schild said Tyler's 
application left no doubt that it met criteria. 

"It was so beautiful and well thought-out," he said. 
"Ya'll did your homework." 

Mayor Joey Seeber said the designation confirms what 
residents have long known — that Tyler is a beautiful city. 

After the ceremony, ASA President Buddy Lee said 
Tyler will be featured on the ASA Web site and its newsletter 
and in information sent to thousands of horticulture 
writers. 

ASA established the Azalea City program in 2004 to 
certify cities that promote azaleas. 

Chamber of Commerce and tourism officials (in Tyler) 
say azaleas annually attract tens of thousands of visitors. 
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Ben Morrison Chapter 
Bob Hobbs, Newsletter Editor 

The chapter recently established a planning committee 
and a membership task force. Both groups will meet 
periodically to plan and schedule events for the chapter and 
also develop ideas to increase membership. 

Ms. Carole Bordelon, curator of the camellia collection 
at the U.S. National Arboretum, was the guest speaker at the 
chapter's March meeting which was held at the Annapolis 
Library. 

Ms. Bordelon provided an interesting, informative and 
highly visual presentation on the camellia collection at the 
National Arboretum. 

Louisiana Chapter 
Allen Owings, President 

The Louisiana chapter was well represented at the ASA 
national convention in Texas. A good group of about 25 
members attended. We are proud of the efforts of Buddy 
Lee for leading the national organization over the last four 
years. Thank you Buddy! 

Congratulations to Margie Jenkins, our current chapter 
treasurer and long-time member, on being named an ASA 
Distinguished Service Award winner for 2007. 

Our spring-quarter meeting was held March 21 at the 
LSU AgCenter's Hammond Research Station in Hammond. 
Members and guests enjoyed a catfish dinner with all the 
trimmings and heard a presentation from Richard Odom, 
owner of Country Pines Nursery in Forest Hill, Louisiana, 
on the development and release of his "Crimson" series 
azaleas. 

"Crimson" azaleas were introduced in 2004 and 
are vegetative sports developed from 'Red Formosum'. 
`Crimson Majesty' is the largest of the series and will mature 
at a height of 5-8 feet. The mid-sized variety in the series 
is 'Crimson Queen' (3 feet by 3 feet), and the most dwarf 
form is 'Crimson Princess' (2 feet by 2 feet). The unique 
characteristic of these plants is foliage coloration. Leaves 
are crimson on the upper and lower sides. Some fading 
of the crimson color may be seen on the lower and older 
foliage as aging occurs. The "Crimson" series of azaleas is 
patented. 

Our spring crawfish boil was held Sunday, May 6 at Jim 
Campbell's home. We always appreciate his hospitality. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Eve Harrison, President 

In December, the chapter met for a social observance 
of the holiday season at the home of Dave and Leslie 
Nanney in West Springfield. There was plenty of food and 
fellowship. One of the great features of an azalea chapter 
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is the sharing of experiences with members. This was the 
perfect opportunity to accomplish that objective. 

Don Hyatt demonstrated how to make a music video 
using photos of flowers at the February chapter meeting. 
The process was not too difficult or technical. Don used 
Windows Movie Maker software and demonstrated how 
to transfer video from a camcorder to a computer. He also 
explained how to use the software to edit movie segments. 

Chapter members are also developing plans for a tour to 
several local azalea gardens in late April or early May. 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

In January, some members of the Oconee Azalea Society 
Chapter met with the ARS to hear Mike Creel of Lexington, 
South Carolina, speak on the Creel Way of Propagating 
azaleas and other plants. The session on simple and 
inexpensive ways to propagate plants was very informative 
and interesting, and it lasted for more than three hours. 

At the February chapter meeting, Joe Coleman showed 
slides from the 2006 ASA convention in Rockville, Maryland. 
Don Bloodworth displayed examples of dome pots and 
hanging baskets modeled after the Creel Way of propagation, 
and he led a discussion about Creel's propagation methods. 
Jim Thornton described his technique of killing weedy 
vines (as printed in the Spring 2007 issue of The Azalean). 

Texas Chapter 
Barbara Stump, Treasurer 

The ASA Board formally approved the chapter's name 
change in March. Formerly known as the Dallas Chapter, 
members initiated a reorganization in 2006 which included 
re-naming it as the Texas Chapter. Chapter officers are: Bart 
Brechter, president; JoAnn Smith, vice president; Vicki 
Lange, secretary; and Barbara Stump, treasurer. 

Tri-State Chapter 
Larry Miller, President 

The ASA Board of Directors voted unamiously to hold 
its 2010 annual convention in Evansville, Indiana. 

Last year the Tri-State Chapter hosted a delegation from 
the Lake Michigan Chapter and organized a tour which 
included the new Fred Sievers Garden at Sunrise Park, the 
Preservation area, the former Holly Hills Nursery, the Zoo 
and Botanical Garden, and several other private gardens. 

ASA Past President and horticulturist Buddy Lee also 
made the trip from Independence, Louisiana, and suggested 
the possibility of hosting a national convention in Evansville. 
He was impressed with the city's historic preservation area 
and used a photo of Pam and John Guthrie's residence in a 
presentation he made at the convention in Nacogdoches. 



Vaseyi Chapter 
John Brown, Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Charles Horn, professor of biology and department 
chair at Newberry College, was the guest speaker at the 
chapter's March meeting. 

Dr. Horn outlined the history of six years of field research 
into the distribution of R. eastmanii and its locations in the 
Carolinas. He discovered that R. eastmanii thrives in the 
Broad River basin north of Columbia and south of the North 
Carolina state line. He hopes to find the plant farther up the 
reaches of the Broad River which is fed by the Green River 
just south of Hendersonville. 

In April the chapter met at Doley and Melody Bell's 
garden and discussed weather damage, its causes, effects 
and possible remedies. 

Chapter officers and directors for the year are: Doley 
Bell, president; Jackson McCarter, vice president; John 
Brown, secretary; Bob Stelloh, treasurer; Ed Collins, past 
president; Leon Pace, director 2006-08; Dwayne Clayburn, 
director 2006-08; Ken Majer, director 2005-07; and Vivian 
Abney, directory 2005-07. 

Leiters to dote Editor 
My First "Azalean" — Wow! 

I have been a devoted gardener for most of my life. As 
a "young" 68-year-old, I can still remember my beloved 
Godfather picking me up on Saturday mornings and taking 
me with him to survey the local country club golf course and 
grounds in my hometown of Newport News, Virginia. He 
was a landscape architect, but finishing his education in the 
Great Depression there were very few positions for people 
with that degree. He was hired to work in the Newport News 
Shipyard by my late father who was an official of that firm. 
The Saturday job was a part-time avocation for Elton Sault 
and I remember those journeys quite well. 

I have grown and propagated azaleas for more than 40 
years and just became acquainted with your organization 
after contacting Bob Stelloh about an article I was writing 
on azaleas for The Virginia Gardener. I told him that the very 
least I could do was to join the ASA, which I am pleased 
to have done. I am currently the President of the Virginia 
Daffodil Society and recently stepped down as a Director of 
the American Boxwood Society (I'm a daylily enthusiast, 
as well!). I want you to know that next to the semi-annual 
publication of the European Boxwood and Topiary Society, 
your (our) Society publishes the finest quarterly publication 
I have seen in a long, long time. 

...Thank you for producing such an excellent quarterly 
publication. They will add a great deal to my love for 
azaleas, particularly when the now extended bloom season 
is over late this summer. 

Ross A. Hotchkiss 
Richmond, Virginia 

Mercer Arboretum Offers 
Chance to See Full 

Encore'''. Azalea Collection 
Visitors to the Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens 

in Humble, Texas, will find a surprise on the azalea berms 
adjacent to Cypress Creek. Spring, summer or fall the 
azaleas are blooming. 

This phenomenon is brought to the Mercer Arboretum 
by Encore® azalea, the only patented brand of azaleas to 
bloom in spring, summer, and fall. The 23 varieties of 
Encore® azalea offer a growth habit and bloom color for 
every landscape. 

Gardeners can now view the entire Encore®  azalea 
collection on a berm near Cypress Creek directly behind the 
prehistoric plant walk. Through the presence of the Encore® 
azalea collection, gardeners will be able to see how the 
Encore® azaleas fare in Houston-area climates. 

The creation of plant breeder Robert E. "Buddy" Lee 
of Independence, Louisiana, the evergreen Encore® azaleas 
enjoy more sun than traditional azaleas, but offer the same 
easy care. 

Encore® azaleas begin blooming each spring like a 
traditional azalea. Once this initial blooming concludes, new 
shoots begin to grow and set buds. Then blooms emerge 
again in mid-summer and continue in many areas until first 
frost; a feat no other azalea can consistently achieve. 

Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens—now a 
nationally recognized horticultural facility spanning more 
than 300 acres—owes its existence to the Mercers, who 
purchased the original 14.5 acres of wild woods alongside 
Cypress Creek in 1949. The plant collections of Mercer are 
located within this 14.5-acre loop that also is now home to 
the Encore® azaleas. 

The only opening in the wooded land when the Mercers 
arrived was a small burned area. Over the next 24 years, the 
Mercers created a garden paradise despite floods, droughts, 
and nature's other familiar ravages. Today, the more than 300 
acres of East Texas piney woods are said to showcase the 
region's largest collection of native and cultivated plants. 

Aldine Westfield Road divides the facility into two 
special use areas. The east side is home to the Botanic 
Gardens with over 20 acres of developed gardens, including 
herb, ginger, fern, daylily, bamboo and endangered species 
collections, color displays, and extensive walking trails. The 
west side of Aldine Westfield is home to the Arboretum, 
including picnic pavilions and three miles of walking trails 
that wind through beautifully preserved woodlands with 
environmental interpretation. 

Encore® azaleas are grown by a network of growers, 
and are available at local garden centers, landscape supply 
houses, and www.plantsbymail.com. 

To learn more about Mercer Arboretum call (281) 443-
8731 or visit the Web Site at www.hcp4.netlmercer. 

The Azalean / Summer 2007 • 43 



SOCiety  Kews 
ASA Seed Exchange 
By Aaron Cook—Valdese, North Carolina 

As most of you know by now we have a new seed 
exchange program in the ASA. In order for it to grow and 
become successful we need your seed contributions. So 
please make crosses and collect seed from desirable plants 
in order to contribute seed to the seed exchange. 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank 
the following contributors: Bob Stelloh, Joe and Donna 
Coleman, John and Sally Perkins, Ray Head, Frank 
Pelurie, Larry Mucci, Jim Thornton, Ed Collins and 
other members of the Vaseyi Chapter. Last year there were 
94 different seed lots which generated approximately $200 
for the general operating fund of the ASA. 

The future success of this program is dependent on you. 
Please consider making a seed contribution for this year's 
seed exchange. Seed will be accepted from ASA members 
and other sources through December 15. 

The seed packets from each plant should include at 
least 50 seeds and be described by the following: 

• contributor's name 
• seed parent name 
• pollen parent name 
• pollination type (c.w.–collected wild; o.p.–open 

pollinated; h.p –hand pollinated) 
• where collected (geographic feature or town) 
• notes 

There is a seed data form on the ASA Web page 
(www.azaleas.org) that should be used to describe the seed. 
It is a small (41(B) PDF file that can be downloaded and 
printed. 

If you have digital pictures of the parents, please e-mail 
them to Bob Stelloh at bstelloh@mac.com  with the name, 
date and location taken. Photos will be posted on the ASA 
Web site with a link to your seed. 

Seed should be current year's production and cleaned. 
Put cleaned seed from one plant into one paper envelope 
with one completed form, and mail any number of 
envelopes at once to: 

ASA Seed Exchange 
804 Piedmont Ave. 
Valdese, NC 28690-3161 

When seed is received, each packet is assigned a 
number and stored until January 1 when it is listed on the 
ASA Web site. 

Seed orders from contributors and ASA members will 
be filled beginning January 1. Starting March 1, orders will 
be filled for anyone. 

As an added incentive to contribute seed, 	all 
contributors will be sent a list of "bonus seed" which is 
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comprised of seed received in quantities too small to be 
offered in the seed exchange. Contributors may order seed 
from the "bonus seed" list free of charge (shipping fees will 
apply). 

All seed not distributed before the annual meeting will 
be brought to the convention and offered for sale. Once the 
sale at the convention is complete, the seed exchange will 
be closed until the following year. 

Board Approves E-voting 
By John Brown—Cleveland, South Carolina 

At the April 1, 2007, Board of Directors meeting action 
was taken to ratify the President's interpretation of the word 
"mail" to include e-mail as it appears in the By-Laws Article 
VI Board of Directors Section J manner of acting "...in the 
interim between duly constituted meetings of the Board, 
the President or any three members of the Board acting in 
unison may order the submission of a mail-in ballot to the 
Directors." 

The Board has placed restrictions on the adoption of 
this interpretation, and I have summarized those restrictions 
as follows. 

E-voting will be limited to matters requiring the 
immediate attention of the Board. This would include 
decisions and approvals necessary to meet publishing 
requirements for The Azalean but would not include the 
same decision that did not have a time requirement. The 
President has the responsibility of determining whether 
or not to call a vote. Input from board members will be 
appreciated. 

Before any vote is imposed, it must be determined that 
every board member has access to the e-mail list either in 
person or by reliable proxy. No limit shall be placed on any 
Board member's ability to pose questions on the e-mail list 
but e-voting will follow as closely as possible the normal 
voting procedures, i.e. only the President may call for an 
e-vote and it is his responsibility to insure that all Board 
members have the question, and are given an opportunity to 
debate and vote. 

For each question, a reasonable time will be allowed 
for discussion before calling the question. Quorums will 
be determined by a count of the members voting and must 
satisfy the quorum requirements given in the By-Laws. The 
By-Laws further state "....an affirmative vote of a majority 
of those eligible to vote shall be interpreted as the official 
action of the Board and shall become a part of the minutes 
of the next official meeting of the Board." 

The President may personally contact any Board 
member(s) to obtain a vote on critical issues and shall post 
that vote on the e-mail list. 



GREER GARDENS 
1280 Coodpasture Island Rd. 

Eugene, OR 97401 
ph: (541) 686-8266 

Send for our color catalog: 3 yr. subscription, $3 

Azalea Lawrence Olson 
7Z4OPOPOSPMS 

axd SO Norch more... 
Offeringan extensive azalea collection 

a." 11' rA947  
I 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
AZALEA MART 

Advertising Rates per Issue 
B&W Color Set-Up* 

1/18 page $20 $20 
1/9 page $35 $25 
2/9 page $60 $45 
1/3 page $90 $80 
1/2 page $150 $130 
Full page $250 $200 
Back Cover $375 $200 

10% discount for 4 or more ordered at one time 
*One-time charge good for 1 to 4 insertions 

Send copy to pamfitch@mayway.com  

WANTED — Web Guru 

Duties: Design and implement inter-

active programs for the ASA Web 

site. 

Recluirements: Working knowledge 

of (or an interest in learning) 

M9SQL, and PHP or Ped. 

Fringe Benefits: Help create a 

world-class web site for the ASA; 

earn the admiration of 9our garden-

ing peers 

To Apply: Contact Bob Stelloh at 

828-697-9959 or bstelloh@mac.com. 

Girard Yellow Porn-Pom 

Girard Nurseries 
BOX 428 • GENEVA, OHIO 44041 

Phone (440) 466-2881 • Fax (440) 466-3999 

www.girardnurseries.com  

Azaleas • Rhododendrons • Evergreens • Holly • Conifers • Bonsai 

NEW GIRARD AZALEA INTRODUCTIONS 

GIRARD DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 	 GIRARD HARDY EVERGREEN AZALEAS 
Girard Red Porn-Porn — Red 	 Girard Saybrook Glory 
Girard Yellow Porn-Porn — Yellow 	 Girard National Beauty 
Girard Arista — orange. salmon pink, white 	 Girard Hot Shot 
Girard Fireflash — orange-yellow 	 Girard Fuchsia 
Girard Pink Delight — double pink 	 Girard Renee Michele 

Growers of Many Native Rhododendrons and Azaleas 	 Write for a Free Color Catalog 

ORIGINATORS AND GROWERS OF THE GIRARDTM GROUP OF HARDY EVERGREEN 
AND DECIDUOUS AZALEAS AND HARDY RHODODENDRONS 
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Muccum 
ta•Sehie6 

GROWERS OF RARE 
CAMELLIAS AND AZALEAS 

SINCE 1935 
HUNDREDS OF VARIETIES 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

3555 CHANEY TRAIL 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 6160 

ALTADENA, CALIFORNIA 91003 

(6261 794-3383 

, 

INCORPORATED 

Boxlee 
Azaleas, Boxwoods, Cold Hardy 

Camellias, Native Plants 

Featuring the historic Glenn Dale 
Azaleas, and a wide selection of Native 

Azaleas, Satsukis and companion plants. 
Over a thousand azalea cultivars in stock. 

We have some of the most unusual 
landscaping stones available. Stop by 

and visit our extensive display gardens. 

Located in historic Glenn Dale. 
Convenient to Washington, 
Baltimore, and Annapolis 

6106 Hillmeade Rd. 
Glenn Dale, MD 
(301) 352-8757 

145 

THE AZALEA WORKS 
1. The Bell Book - $22.00 - A companion to Monograph 20 Heretofore unpub-

lished Sell Number and Sisterhood Tables for the Glenn Dale hybrid azaleas. 

(S&H $3.50, MD residents add $1.10 tax) 

2. The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised - $35.00 - Based on Morrison's original. 

Revised descriptions, color, name translations, and history of the Glenn Dale 

program. 	 (56,.H,  $3.50, MD residents add $1.75 tax) 

Domestic shipping and handling is $3.50 and MD residents add 5% sales tax. 

Payment should be by check or money order drawn on US dollars, made out to 

The Azalea Works, and sent to the address below. Charges for shipping and 

handling are subject to change. 

The Azalea Works 
	

Additional Information (e.g. Shipping 

7613 Quintana Court 
	

and Handling charges for overseas 

Bethesda, MD 20517-2042 
	

orders) can be obtained at: 

(301) 365-0692 
	

www.theazaleaworks.com  

While in the Cincinnati area... 
Visit Mowbray Gardens 

and Arboretum— 

Azaleas, Rhodos, Hollies, 
Magnolias and Dwarf Conifers 

1680 St. Rt. 125 

Amelia, Ohio 45102 

513-752-5166 
Email: doctorrhodo@RoadRunner.com  

1 + 2 gallon plants for sale 

www.mowbraygardens.com  

Call ahead for directions 

Long Mountain 
Nursery 

200 varieties 
of finished azaleas. 

Heavily sheared container-grown. 

Dramatic price reductions 
on 21-24" to 30-36'. 

Two-year old rooted liners 
pickup or mail order. 

See website for inventories, 
photos & more. 

488 Long Mountain Rd.. Washington. VA 22747 
Phone (540) 675-3707 

www.longmountainnursery.com  

WANT D 
AZALEA ARTICLES! 

Contact Pam Fitch 
Editor, The Azalean 

10006 Homestead Ave. 
Lubbock, Texas 79424 
pamfitch@myway.com  

The Conifer Society 

welcomes you! 

Conifers and azaleas are natural 

garden companions 

• Add year-round color and texture 

• Brighten small garden spaces 

• Create living sculptures 

• Screen views and create focal points 

Visit www.conifersociety.org  

call (410) 721-6611, 

Or mail $30 annual dues to: 

Conifer Society 

P.O. Box 3422 

Crofton, MD 21114-0422 
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