


P es S

John Brown — Cleveland, South Carolina

Weather has been the topic of a lot of conversations this year. First, we
in the south had unseasonably warm temperatures for three weeks. Then we
had a sudden three night freeze in the lower 20s followed by a drought that is
unabated as of this writing. The tales of lost plants, bark split, and die back,
followed by hopes of recovery and warnings of more losses this winter, have
tested our endurance as gardeners. As this article is being written, the news
of serious destruction in Texas reminds us that our concerns are small in
comparison. Most of us have experienced some recovery in our gardens. We
can hope that the folks in Texas are able to recover some part of what they
have lost.

It is now time to publish a new roster of members of the Society. You will
note that the enclosed roster is about twice as big as the last roster published in
2005. The additional at-large members are all part of a group of professional
garden writers chosen to receive membership in the Society to encourage
articles about our favorite plant-the azalea. I recently had the opportunity
to look at several magazines directed toward gardens and landscaping.
There was not a single picture or article about azaleas included in any of the
magazines. While we are welcoming the professional writers to our group, let
us remember to share the knowledge that will hopefully become part of an
interesting article.

Sharing is a by-word in our Society, and I had the chance to see sharing
at its best during June. The Oconee Chapter held its annual cutting exchange
meeting at the home of Dr. Joe and Donna Coleman. Joe invited members of
the Vaseyi Chapter to join the exchange, and three Vaseyi members took him
up on the opportunity. The Colemans’ garden has been under development for
about 27 years and has a stupendous amount of plant material available. Those
who were lucky enough to visit their garden during the Atlanta Convention
will remember the acres of tastefully displayed plants and miles of pine needle
laden paths under a mixed overstory of hardwoods and slash pine.

About one dozen Oconee Chapter members and several guests from
other organizations attended the exchange. Lawn chairs set up in the shade
provided a place to rest, talk about all things azalean, eat a bite of lunch, and
trade locations of plants in the garden. It was a time to renew acquaintances
and make new friends. Joe is the kind of guy who so enjoys sharing that he
will track you down in his garden to see if by chance you have missed a plant
that he thinks you might want. The garden is large enough that only chance
meetings occurred during our scavenging, but those opportunities were used
to exchange pleasantries and locations of exceptional plants. Everyone came
away with a sense of friendship and a boatload of cuttings.

The Vaseyi Chapter cutting exchange and propagation workshop meeting,
held a week later, was another opportunity to share. A fair number of the same
people attended both meetings and had chances to get even more cuttings from
plants not readily available. The Vaseyi Chapter event is held indoors and
members bring prepared cuttings to share on a lottery basis. The workshop
conducted by President Doley Bell amounted to a roundtable discussion of the
techniques used by all the members. The act of sharing one’s time, plants, and
knowledge is a wonderful glue that binds our members together and makes me
very proud to be a part of the Society.

50 » The Azalean / Fall 2007

kg

ear \Q
‘e

a ‘SOciei\,' of »

The Azalea Society of America, organized
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the
District of Columbia, is an educational and
scientific non-profit association devoted to
the culture, propagation, and appreciation of
azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera
of the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family

(Ericaceae).
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‘Girard Dwarf Lavender’ is one of the favorite
bright purple-red azaleas in the Ruby M.
Mize Azalea Garden of the Stephen F. Austin
State University Mast Arboretum. The people
who attended the 2007 ASA convention in
Nacogdoches, Texas, were able to see this
azalea and many more March 31 during the
morning tour. The garden includes a number
of azaleas in the university’'s school colors of
purple and white. This photo was taken in Bed
26 during the four-hour wonder of a fluffy late
afternoon snowfall on April 7, the week after the
convention. Snow rarely falls in Nacogdoches,

NUMBER 3

Azaleas in the Pines—A Texas Garden Party:

2007 ASA Convention Highlights
Barbara Stump & Barbara Wagner

Photo Barbara Stump

Mail list: azaleas@yahoogroups.com so this was one for the record books. Since the actual ambient temperature was

only 33.8° F and the flakes melted within a couple of hours, the garden continued to
bloom well into June without any frost damage.

Printed By: Complete Printing
Carthage, Texas
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Azaleas in the Pines—A Texas Garden Party:
2007 ASA Convention Highlights

Barbara Stump & Barbara WWagner—Nacogdoches, Texas

e are now well into summer
temperatures here, and luckily
we are outside the flood zones of central
and northern Texas. The Society’s visit
to Nacogdoches and Tyler in the cool,
overcast days of March 29-April 1
seems now to be a dream. It was great
to have 85 members and a few visitors
from Houston and Tyler join in the
annual convention. You certainly came
at the right time—exactly one week
later we had a freak snow fall of about
two inches of fluffy wet flakes that
stayed on the Ruby M. Mize Azalea
Garden blooms just long enough to
water them. What an amazing sight.
The Stephen F. Austin State

University Mast Arboretum staff and - Flom s # a

volunteers, the Louisiana Chapter T mad

members, the Tyler Day Blue Ribbon B

Committee, and the Nacogdoches

Convention & Visitors Bureau all

pitched in to host the first-ever two- A The neighbors in the heart of Tyler's Azalea District share handsome ‘burrowed
city convention. Since so much of landscape” views of each others’ garden.

the convention was hosted by the
university, we used the model of an
“away day” in Tyler and a “home
day” in Nacogdoches. Yes, the bus
trip to Tyler was over an hour, but
we balanced that with several very
short runs in Nacogdoches the next
day. Thanks to nearly 40 helpful and
gracious people, the convention events

¥ The Guy and Joan Pyron Garden in Tyler's Azalea District has a custom-designed
gazebo, shown here with tiers of azaleas.

¥ Asculpture in the City of Tyler

Children’s Garden memorialized

beloved children and reminded
us of the child in all of us.

Photo Joe and Donna Coleman
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A The Ina Brundrett Azalea Garden at Tyler Junior College was
recently expanded this spring to include the newest Encore*®
azaleas thanks to Buddy Lee and Flowerwood Nursery.

¥ The dedicatory Council Ring plaque in the center of the colorful
Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden.
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all went off superbly. We thanked them officially in the
handout that went into the convention bags, but we also want
to do this again in the sidebar at the end of the article.

We were very pleased that so many of you came all the
way to our lovely town of Nacogdoches, Texas. Most flew
into Houston or Shreveport, Louisiana, and rented cars, but
a number drove. Driving, as we all know, is the best way
to bring plants to share and to take plants back. Our plant
sale was a success, thanks to all of you. We especially thank
Buddy Lee, Maarten van der Giessen, and Ms. Margie
Jenkins for making sure we had some interesting plants in
the sale. It was a real treat for us all to get Ms. Margie’s
new ‘Freddie’ azalea as a table favor, and the small Encore®
azaleas were a great bonus.

Nacogdoches Mayor Bob Dunn and Tyler Mayor Joey
Seeber each got their chances to give a good Texas welcome
to the ASA. We kept that Texas hospitality thing going, since
so many of you had not been to our part of the world before.
As the events unfolded it became obvious why we chose our
theme of “Azaleas in the Pines—A Texas Garden Party.”

Photo Barbara Stump

Photo Joe and Donna Coleman

Not only are there many loblolly pines creating the filtered
shade that promotes good azalea health and heightens their
color, but our garden visits made us feel like we were special
guests at very select garden parties. Even our hotel fit the
theme, with a lovely pool area surrounded by azaleas in full
bloom.

Thursday Night Talks

Arboretum Director Dr. David Creech’s talk introduced
the diversity that has made the SFA Mast Arboretum so
well known among nursery owners and botanic gardens.
We are proud of our unique gardens and the fact that we
cooperate with many other arboreta. From research with
blueberry cultivars to evaluating bald cypress (Taxodium
distichum) and other Taxodium clones to hollies, gingers,
and teaching the next generation about both horticulture and
environmental education, the Arboretum gardens do it all.

Next to speak was Greg Grant, Research Associate for
the SFA Pineywoods Native Plant Center and a well-known
horticulture author. He wowed us with his slides of fields of
Texas wildflowers, his favorite old-home-place bulbs and
garden architecture finds (aka “yard art”), and some good
companion plants for azaleas.

We ended the evening with another convention first, but
a standard way to end a Mast Arboretum lecture; a rare plant
raffle. Dr. Creech and Ms. Margie Jenkins had brought along
a few of their rare favorites from their shade houses; some
people were lucky that night! Maybe future conventions will
repeat this fun way to learn about new companion plants.

Friday—*“Away Day” to Tyler

We got cracking early for the trip to Tyler, even
overcoming a slight delay when one of the bus company’s
owners had to pinch-hit for her driver who’d been stung in
the eye by a wasp. Breakfast on the bus worked out fine and
the drive through farmlands went quickly.

Our welcome to Tyler at the Rose Garden was indeed
special. Not only was there fabulous reception food, but also
the City of Tyler had arranged a full-scale press conference
for the awarding of the Azalea City designation for Tyler by
Joe Schild and ASA President Buddy Lee.

Mayor Joey Seeber read the city’s proclamation that
March 30, 2007, was Azalea Society of America Day in
Tyler. There must have been 100 people involved in this
event, with lots of publicity photos taken. Meanwhile, the
Smith County Master Gardeners gave tours of the “IDEA
Gardens” that are part of the Tyler Rose Garden. The azaleas
and Japanese maples in the garden were in full bloom.
Because the ASA people were so nice, the homeowners
whose gardens we were visiting later that day invited us into
their homes as well as into their gardens. Talk about great
Texas hospitality.

The buses then took us to Tyler Junior College, which
has been working on developing the entire campus as a
botanic garden. Central to this is the Ina Brundrett Azalea
Garden, which we toured with Ms. Brundrett herself. New
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Encore® azaleas had just been planted to expand this lovely
garden right on a main entrance to the campus. Students also
showed us plans for future gardens and the new James F. and
Virginia Hawkins Gatewood Garden, which will feature a
wide variety of Texas-adapted groundcovers.

After a quick trip through the five-mile Tyler Azalea
Trail, we stopped in the heart of the Azalea District.
Members ate lunch at the historic 1939 Woman’s Building
and toured residential gardens all around the block and the
City of Tyler Children’s Garden. What a lovely series of
gardens these were. The sidewalk around the block is at a
higher elevation than the backyards, so it was easy to see the
wealth of colorful azaleas and other wonderful plantings.

These neighbors also really get to enjoy the “burrowed
landscape™ design concept: each yard is visible from the
other and all looked beautifully maintained. From a boxwood
parterre to plantings of new Southern Indicas and Encore®
azaleas among tall shade trees and Japanese maples, water
features, and statuary, the gardens gave us many ideas to
try at home. The City of Tyler Children’s Garden gave us a
place to enjoy statuary that children would love; we played
a little, too.

Lunch was wonderful as well, a full meal, not just a
box lunch. The Chamber of Commerce provided table favor
azaleas and an azalea for each member.

The final stop in Tyler was Ravenwood, which was like
the final crescendo in a symphony of lovely gardens. The
historic home has formal gardens that are immaculatelv
maintained: a pink-and-white azalea color scheme, a
reflecting pool, a swimming pool, and a mirrored garden
pavilion. Homeowner Betsy Ellis and her garden club were
very gracious hosts in this garden that has been the site of
fund-raisers for many important projects in Tyler over the
years.

Once back in Nacogdoches, dinner was a Tex-Mex
buffet. Buddy Lee talked about how he’s been deciding
what azaleas to select and breed over his 20-plus years of
“hobby gardening.” All this work has led to the Encore®
azaleas that we know today, but we know he’s not stopping
yet. Like Dr. Creech is about trees, we doubt Buddy has ever
met an azalea that he didn’t like, and didn’t want to have a
“sample” from.

To end the evening, Dr. Len Miller of the American
Rhododendron Society showed us what he’s been doing with
his masterpiece garden, Lendonwood, in Grove, Oklahoma.
It was fun to see that even masters begin with mud pits and
bridges that start out as sticks and end up being replaced by
more “finished” materials as time and money permit.

The ARS is hosting their annual convention in Tulsa in
2008, and Lendonwood will be one of the most delightful
stops along the tour route.

Saturday—*“Home Day” in Nacogdoches
We were all happy to sleep a little later and stay near
home. The weather looked threatening, and we “Barbaras”
fretted some about whether we’d have to cancel the tour, but
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luck was with us. The weather in the Ruby M. Mize Azalea
Garden was overcast and a little sprinkly, but pictures taken
that day show how flattering gray light is for azaleas.

Of course, the Society already is familiar with the
development of the Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden, since
there have been several articles about it in The Azalean in
the past six years, and members have been helping develop
the collections in so many ways. So, after a brief introduction
to the garden by Barbara Stump, we let everyone enjoy the
eight acres for more than two hours. A local garden club
provided refreshments under a Texas flag tent.

The photos included with this article show the diversity
of azaleas (more than 520 different cultivars) that make this
garden such a treasure.

From deciduous Rhododendron canescens ‘Becky’s
Blush’ and Huang hybrids that Barbara and Mike Stump
brought back from the ASA plant auction in Mobile to the
new Encore® azaleas and Aromi hybrid deciduous azaleas,

A Deciduous Rhododendron austrinum "Firecracker’
from the Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden.

¥ Harris hybrid ‘Frosted Orange’ photographed June 6
demonstrates the long bloom period in the Mize Azalea Garden.

Photo Joe and Donna Coleman

Photo Barbara Stump



there were plenty of blooms other than the typical Southern
Indicas in many residential gardens in the area. Dr. Creech
led an optional rapid-fire “walk-and-talk” tour of the
arboretum side of LaNana Creek. We finally had to call them
back in by cell phone.

Then the buses took us to a Texas barbecue lunch on
the lawn of the Stumps’ historic 1901 Queen Anne house
just five miles from the arboretum. It sure was fun to see the
reactions of Joe Schild, Ms. Margie Jenkins, Maarten van
der Giessen, and Buddy Lee as they saw some of their plants
in the “eclectic” gardens amongst more typical Southern
Indica azaleas, arboretum plant-sale plants, Chinese fringe
trees, and lots of garden projects-in-progress. Barbara Stump
can now devote more time to caring for these favorites, with
The Azalean in Pam Fitch’s able hands.

The last tour of the day was a bus tour through about
one-third of Nacogdoches’ 23-mile Azalea Trail with some
Texas history thrown in and a stop at Naconiche Nursery

A ‘Roblen’ from the Mize Azalea Garden.

¥ Holly Springs hybrid ‘Becky’s Blush’
from the Mize Azalea Garden.

Photo Joe and Donna Coleman

Photo Joe and Donna Co eman

Photo Joe and Donina Coleman

A Huang hybrid 2-5-71 from the Mize Azalea Garden
exhibits lots of sanding and speckling.

V¥ Diversity in plants and garden architecture is a standard at
Naconiches Nursery. The rings on the tin shed wall are pieces of
tire that are cut off when you make a “crown-tire planter.”

Phnto Joe and Donna Co eman

V¥ Saturday's barbecue lunch in Mike and Barbara Stump's
front yard allowed ASA members to see deciduous
yellow azaleas matching the color of the home and garage.

Photo Carol Flowers
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just outside of town. The nursery reminded us of Greg
Grant’s talk about yard art as we saw crown-tire planters,
a bathtub lily pond, and many lovely metal trellises in
amongst the unique perennials, shrubs, and grasses. They
are also carrying some of the new deciduous azaleas for
the discerning gardener. One specially featured plant
was the ‘Peggy Martin’ rose that survived several weeks
of inundation in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina.
Named for the green-fingered garden-owner, a portion of
the proceeds from the sale of these plants is going back to
restoring New Orleans gardens.

As always the final events of the convention were the
banquet, annual meeting, and rare plant auction. Texas radio
and television garden personality Tom Spencer from Austin
had us spellbound with his “Soul of the Garden” talk about
the many personal themes that guide a gardener if he or she
is willing to listen to echoes from their past experiences,
or spiritual and mystic impacts of other events while they
garden. It was unfortunate that while he was asking us to
listen to our inner voices there was a loud fund-raiser going
on in the hotel’s meeting room next door. Tom was a trooper
and carried through beautifully. He even put some of his
pictures of our convention and the Ruby M. Mize Azalea
Garden on his Web page, www.soulofthegarden.com.

The plant auction was fun and helped the new Texas
Chapter raise about $500 for its treasury. “The Barbaras”
want to officially thank you for the pleasure of your company
this past March.

We also send special thanks to Joe and Donna Coleman,
Dale and Carol Flowers, and Bill Miller who sent us their
pictures of the convention. They are a real treat and will help
us remember those busy but happy days with the ASA. You
are all welcome back to Nacogdoches any time, especially
during Azalea Trail time!

Barbara Wagner, a native Texan, grew up in Dallas and
lived in Austin for 18 years, serving as an administrative
assistant and development officer at the University of Texas
at Austin before her family moved to New York for nine
years. While in New York, Barbara began gardening and
Jjoined a local garden club. When a new job took the family
to Nacogdoches, Barbara joined the Flora Garden Club
and began volunteering at the Mast Arboretum. Barbara
Wagner met Barbara Stump and the rest is history. During
the planning phases of the ASA convention, Barbara
Wagner swore she 'd never organize another convention, but
the week after the ASA convention, her garden club voted to
host a regional garden club convention in March 2008. So
it goes.

Barbara Stump was awarded a Master of Science degree
in Agriculture for “Site Analysis and Design of the Ruby
M. Mize Azalea Garden” in 2001. She continues to work
part-time for the SFA Mast Arboretum, coordinating
improvements to the Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden and in
general development projects for the Arboretum. She edited
The Azalean 1999-2006.
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Special Thanks to Our Convention Organizers

Co-Chairs........ccceevererenencns Barbara Stump and Barbara Wagner
Welcome ... The Honorable Bob Dunn, Mayor of Nacogdoches
Registration..........c.ccecceeevucennne Melissa Sanford, Eloise Adams,
........................... Roger & Shirley Hughes, Sara & John Bowie
PUBLiCItY ..o Amy Roquemore
Hospitality Suite.........ccoeriiiiiiiiiiiinn Ashleigh McCorkle
TEEASULET ......ovevceeeveiiirireeeoeeeiee e eeeeews JIMMy Rodriguez
Stephen F. Austin State University
Bus Transportation.............c.ceceeuene Vic Shepherd, Rusti Allen,
............................................................ Don Hetrick, Jim Horton
Convention Hosts.........cc........ Dr. David Creech, Dawn Stover,
..................................................... Greg Grant, Elyce Rodewald
Nursery Information Coordinator .........c.eccvnee. Josie Crowson
Plant Selection .......c.cccccovveveenne Leon Macha, Nancy Snoberger
Plant Sale Chair.........ccccceevnieienencncerecienecnee Sherrie Randall
Plant Sale, etc.! .ccoooeeviivnneenne. SFA Mast Arboretum Volunteers

.................... Gerry Peacock, Annette Dawson, Peg Kern, Betty
........................ Manning, Harry Mansfield, Don & Bonnie Orr,
........... Bonnie Hammett, Pauline Patterson, Margie Rodriguez
Bus Captains... ... George Patterson, Don Parsons, Dick Voigtel
Community Volunteers ....... Flora Garden Club, Judy Hairston,
Dolores Martin, Jean Rudisill, Tip & Nanny Smith, Mike Stump

Nacogdoches Day Tours
Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden ...............coovuvenene Barbara Stump,
................................................. Dr. D. Creech, Elyce Rodewald
1901 Home Garden.........ccccoovuvirunneee Barbara and Mike Stump
Naconiche Gardens................... Sue Ripley, Nathan Unclebach

Tyler Day Events
Tyler Blue Ribbon Committee Chairs............. LaVerne Gollob,
....................................................... Ina Brundrett, JoAnn Smith
Publicity & Nametags........cccoevvvuvvinvvincnicnenne. Annette Findley
Garden Tours Homeowners ............... Bonnie & Don Edmonds
.......................... Margaret & Gordon Davis, Joan & Guy Pyron
.......................................... Elmer & Betsy Ellis, assisted by the
................... Gertrude Wilson Garden Club and Mignon Adams

Tyler Rose Garden
Proclamation ....... The Honorable Joey Seeber, Mayor of Tyler
Press Conference/Media................. Laura Krantz, City of Tyler
Refreshments.........cccoecvrerercnneneenecenecneanns Charlene Miezener
Goody Bags.....cccecceevenenereccenne Linda Gross, Barbara Sinclair
IDEA Garden Docents ................ Keith Hansen, Craig Reiland,
.......................................................... Sue Adee, James Whilhite
Complimentary Azaleas.................... Justin Turner, Henry Bell

Tyler Junior College
Welcome & Garden Docents........ccoc.ocveeneennenne. Mitch Andrews

Tyler Woman’s Building
Catered Luncheon .........cccoceeeeeeiienenccreeeennnn Shelley Armold
Children’s Garden Docents.........cccoccceruereeerenrenene Kristi Boyett
Table Decorations ................... Linda Whetsell, Sandee Walters
Tyler Tour Bus Docents ....... Annetta Payne and Don Edmonds

Special Thanks to the Nurseries that Donated Plants
Country Pines Nursery, Richard Odom, Forest Hill, Louisiana

Flowerwood Nursery/PDSI, Jim Van Antwerp
& Aimee Coker, Loxley, Alabama

Greenleaf Nursery, Leon Macha, El Campo, Texas
Jenkins Farm & Nursery, Margie Y. Jenkins, Amite, Louisiana

Van der Giessen Nursery, Maarten van der Giessen,
Semmes, Alabama

Texas Chapter, ASA, Bart Brechter
Louisiana Chapter, ASA



Nature Is My Greenhouse:
Let’s Simply Propagate—Part 11

Mike Creel—Lexington, South Carolina

Editor’s Note: The following article was presented at the
23rd Annual Cullowhee Native Plant Conference at Western
Carolina University in July 2006.

hile much of my propagation work has been with the

reputedly difficult native azaleas, my techniques work
well for woody and herbaceous plants at large. I successfully
grow all 16 species of American native azaleas, plus variant
forms of most.

I have worked successfully with an increasing variety
of native species, including mountain laurel, dogwood,
Stewartia, evergreen rhododendrons, and Elliottia. Often
cuttings stuck during the least likely times root well, such as
at bloom for Stewartia and Kalmia and in fall for dogwoods.
Outdoor hardy herbaceous plants must be rooted during the
warm growing season, and well rooted before the first frost
so they can become dormant naturally in pots.

Any plant that roots naturally by layering in nature or
spreads from running roots or stems will root in a dome-
pot.

Patience and diligence are important so pots don’t
become saturated. All terrestrial native plants require
excellent drainage to root and grow in a container, but some
need even better drainage, such as herbs and shrubs from an
area like the fall-line sandhills.

I regularly root sandhill species of false indigo, St.
John’s wort, and golden aster by using fast draining mesh
pots that are designed for plants in garden ponds. I also have
used kitchen colanders and strainers from cooking pots.

For shrubs, trees, and vines I usually select stems 1/8- to
1/16-inch in diameter from the lower branches where stems
are smaller and less likely to form flower buds. Cuttings with
larger diameter stems can be rooted if the wood is not t0o
old. It must be used fresh or kept fresh by refrigeration in a
plastic bag, slightly inflated, but with no added water.

Cuttings may contain the immediate past season’s
woody growth or wood up to 3 years old on jointed stems. I
trim cuttings immediately and have found recently that pre-
trimming cuttings for transport from the field and for cold
storage does no harm.

Fresh cuttings with mature leaves can be kept (before
sticking) with no added moisture up to three weeks in a
refrigerator at about 39° F. Dormant leafless cuttings can be
kept longer.

Before sticking cuttings I remove all obvious bloom
buds, the terminal bud or buds, and any soft green shoots
that will sap energy from the cutting. The aim is to encourage
new roots and new shoots to form on the cutting, not to
support immature leaves or shoots already produced by the
original inground plant. Just before sticking a woody cutting

cut the base at an angle and scrape the bark about one inch on
one side of the base (just enough to expose the cambium layer
so the light color wood is visible).

I think a woody cutting from the previous season’s
growth or older has advantages over a green stem cutting.
The internal hormones to root and sprout seem stronger in a
woody stem. In azaleas, the woody cutting is covered with
hidden adventitious buds under the bark. I have never seen
soft green cuttings sprout from adventitious buds. A woody
cutting (unless damaged) is much stronger in handling.

My favorite woody cutting is a Y-shaped joint with a
lower single stem two to three inches long with two branched
stems three or four inches long. It is important to scarify
the lower stem up onto the joint and stick it in media deep
enough to cover this.

Propagation Calendar For Native Azaleas
In South Carolina Midlands Zone 8A

There are 16 azalea species native to the continental
United States, all being deciduous rhododendrons. These
include alabamense, arborescens, atlanticum, austrinum,
calendulaceum, canadense, canescens, cumberlandense,
eastmanii, flammeum, occidentale, periclymenoides,
prinophyllum, prunifolium, vaseyi, and viscosum. In the
Southeast we can propagate and grow fairly easily all but
two: canadense, the northern rhodora, and occidentale, the
Western azalea.

From late summer to fall, I harvest and plant native
azalea seeds outdoors in pots. I hand pollinate between two
plants of the pure species in my garden, find seed pods in
pure stands of a species, share seeds with friends, make
controlled crosses, or buy seeds of known origin from annual
seed exchanges of azalea and rhododendron clubs.

I also collect fully expanded seed pods while they are still
green but showing some brown. I let them dry fully in a paper
envelope for about two weeks before cracking pods open and
separating seed from pod pieces. Dry seed can be kept for a
few months at room temperature in paper envelopes or stored
longer if refrigerated.

While most azalea growers plant seeds under lights inside
in winter, I plant mine outside any time of the year in a fast
draining pot protected by a wire mesh cap. I always sprinkle a
little local humus from a nearby azalea on the media surface.
The seedlings come up on nature’s schedule with no need for
hardening.

From late October through winter, I collect and stick
leafless dormant woody cuttings (1/8- to 1/16-inch diameter,
or larger) from last year’s growth or older wood (up to three
years old), preferably with no bloom buds and stick them into
dome pots. In deciduous azaleas, you can encourage terminal
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leaf bud formation by breaking off flower buds from stems
still on the plant. Removal of terminal buds and bloom buds
on cuttings is essential. Before sticking cuttings, I sprinkle
some humus fines from a nearby azalea on the media
surface. In the coldest areas, dormant cuttings can be taken
just before the end of dormancy and stuck into dome pots in
outdoor shade beds. A cool shaded greenhouse or cold frame
could protect earlier dormant cuttings.

Rooting cuttings can be difficult in the spring when
most native azaleas are blooming and have emerging new
growth and soft leaves. Many people with a greenhouse and
mist systems stick green leafy cuttings at this time using
soft, new growth. But, I prefer woody, leafless cuttings
taken from thinner stems low on the plant. I make woody
spring cuttings by removing all of the soft leaves and most
new green stem. [ treat the “spring woody cutting” as if it
were a dormant leafless winter cutting, which forces it to
create an entirely new set of leaves. Y-shaped or branched
cuttings work better than single straight stems. After leaves
and new soft growth have emerged in the spring is my least
favorite cutting time, and I don’t stick leafy cuttings until
after the leaves are mature. Only a few native azaleas have
leaves mature enough for leafy cuttings at bloom time. This
includes later-blooming species like eastmanii, viscosum,
cumberlandense, arborescens and prunifolium. Eastmani
has mature leaves at bloom in mid-May and will root well
then from woody leafy cuttings

From mid-summer through fall after leaves and stems
have matured, I have some of the greatest success in sticking
leafy hardwood azalea cuttings with terminal buds and
bloom buds removed. I cut the leaves in half at an angle,
removing lower leaves, any green growth and all wilted or
dead leaves. I allow the cuttings to overwinter outdoors
in dome-pots in a shaded bed. In colder areas than USDA
hardiness zone 8 A, overwintering dome-pots should be done
in a shaded ground pit or unheated greenhouse. If cuttings
are well rooted before onset of frost, the dome cap can be
removed but the dome kept in place.

In all dome-pots overwintered outdoors, the leaves of
cuttings will drop from stems as if they were on mature
plants going from fall into winter. The same cuttings should
revive in spring inside the dome, probably earlier than usual.
The dome protects cuttings during winter and adds warmth
to extend fall growing or jump-start spring growth.

When to Remove Dome Vent Plugs

You should remove the vent cap or plug from a
propagation dome after at least two warm months (minimum)
have passed and after a visual check on the growth status of
cuttings shows mature leaves and well developed shoots.
While keeping the dome pot protected by shade, remove the
vent cap (keeping the dome in place) on the best looking
cuttings. If the cuttings have not wilted after a day without
vent caps, they are probably rooted. If cuttings have wilted,
replace the vent cap, water the pot, and wait longer.

For the rooted cuttings, leave the caps off but domes on
for another four to six weeks while in shade. The vented
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dome over the cuttings aids in adjustment to drier, outside
air. [ have left domes in place over cuttings until they started
to grow out of the vent hole.

A vented dome-pot with rooted cuttings can be exposed
to more sun, which hastens growth. Fall-rooted cuttings left
in vented dome-pots over winter will grow longer and start
earlier.

When to Repot Cuttings and Seedlings

People always ask me at workshops about repotting
cuttings and seedlings. Sometimes I leave rooted cuttings or
seedlings in the same pot for a year or or more if it is roomy
enough, media continues to drain well, and plants retain
obvious vigor. However, after six months cuttings may be
repotted if leaves have emerged. I like for the leaves to be
mature and not soft.

It is best to repot cuttings and seedlings before the plants
are so large that the roots tangle. My first repotting is usually
just moving cuttings to one larger pot (half filled with media
and drilled ) spacing them better. This takes less time and
media than using individual one gallon pots.

Putting a dome pot of cuttings together is fairly simple,
but you want to get all parts ready before taking cuttings
from the refrigerator or collecting them. You need a shady
spot to put the pot, a pot drilled for drainage, proper media
half filling the pot, a ventable clear or translucent dome that
fits inside the pot against the media with space for watering,
native-plant humus sprinkled lightly onto the media surface,
a length of hold-down wire to secure the dome with two
holes made in the pot rim, and a gentle hose nozzle or
watering can.

Prepare your cuttings by removing lower leaves, cutting
leaves in half if present, and removing terminal flower buds.
Make a fresh cut at the base and scrape the bark for an
inch or so at the base. Stick each cutting into media deeply
enough to cover the scraped bark section, and make sure the
group of cuttings will fit inside the dome diameter.

Water the pot to make media close up around cuttings,
wire down the propagation dome over the cuttings while
centering it in the pot, put the pot into reliable shade, and
water once weekly if there is no rain. Check periodically by
just viewing through the dome; don’t lift the dome or handle
the pot.

Sharing What You Propagate Is Important

Someone asked once what I was going to do with all the
azaleas and native plants I was propagating and developing.
Mostly, I give away small plants, seeds, and cuttings. When
I leave this earth I hope that my plants will continue to
brighten other people’s gardens, and that I have given away
all I know that is worth telling and examples of all plants
unique to me. I believe the personal plant treasures given to
others comes back to you manifold in your life and survive
past your existence.

While I regularly repeat practices in propagation that
continue to work, I occasionally try new experiments. I

Continued on page 63.



At Large

Ann Benjamin, Executive Editor
Cenflow, Inc.

PO Box 44040

Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Sylvia Green
846 Conowingo Road
Conowingo, MD 21918-1307

Brookside Gardens

Vi Baluyut

1439 Kennedy Street NW
Washington, DC 20011
vbaluyut1@hotmail.com

Janine Trudeau

3412 Bradley Lane
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
jatrudeau@comcast.net

Northern Virginia

Virginia & Samuel Burd

10524 Walter Thompson Drive
Vienna, VA 22181-3028
vburd@hotmail.com

Dick Cecka

5316 Weymouth Drive
Springfield, VA 22151-1502
racecka@aol.com

Tri-State

Jack Brown

10250 Posey Co. Line Road W
Cynthiana, IN 47612

Cindy Witmeier

201 S Spring Street
Evansville, IN 47714
gwitmeier@sigecom.net

Vaseyi

Dale Curtis

258 Imperial Drive
Franklin, NC 28734

Gift Memberships (At Large)
Patrick McLean
Dufresne-Henry

2780 Tarbell Hill Road
Cavendish, VT 05142-9501

Gary Meadows

Priest Craven & Associates, Inc.
3803-B Computer Drive, Ste 104
Raleigh, NC 27609

Barbara Plantholt Melera
The D. Landreth Seed Company
60 East High St. Bldg. #4
New Freedom, PA 17349

Todd Messelt
1770 Hennepin Ave S #25
Minneapolis, MN 55403

Alice G. Miller
11712 Gainsborough Road
Potomac, MD 20854

Malcolm Miller

Land Form Design Group, Inc.
71 NE 47 Court

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Ann Mitchell

The Post and Courier

134 Columbus St
Charleston, SC 29403-4800

Eva Monhein

The American Gardener
7931 East Blvd Drive
Alexandria, VA 22308

Michelle Moore
249 Ridgeley Road
Morgantown, WV 26505

Barry Mullinax

B L Mullinax Shrubbery
1886 Peachtree Pkwy
Cumming, GA 30041

Patricia Munts
4903 S. Mohawk
Spokane, WA 99206

Melinda Myers
2642 S. 16th Street
Milwaukee, Wi 53215

Tom Needham
12425 Hwy 70
Mt Juliet, TN 37122

Daniel Nelson

Embassy Landscape Group
PO Box 29048

Kansas City, MO 64152

Viveka Neveln

American Horticultural Society
7931 E. Boulevard Drive
Alexandria, VA 22308

Thomas Nichols

Hughes Good O'Leary & Ryan
6 Executive Park Dr, Ste 300
Atlanta, GA 30329

North Creek Nurseries
247 E. Street Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Robert Oberdorfer

Resource Technology, Inc.

5501 Jefferson Blvd NE, Ste 200
Albuguerque, NM 87109

Ellen Ecker Ogden

The Cook’s Garden

PO Box 1007

Manchester Village, VT 05254

Corinne O'Hara
Consensus Planning Inc
1225 Parsons Street NE
Alburquerque, NM 87112

Cheval Force Opp
Garden Tours

8000 N. Park Street
Dunn Loring, VA 22027

Michele Osborne

Panorama

12 The Old Telephone
Exchange, 20 Liverpool Grove
London SE17 2PY UK

Virginia W. O'Toole
1728 Pheasant Lane
Norristown, PA 19403

Duane Pancoast
The Pancoast Concern, Ltd.
27 Maple Avenue
Victor, NY 14564

Lesley Parness
Frelinghuysen Arboretum
PO Box 1295
Morristown, NJ 07081

Walt Pemrick

RTF Turf Producers Association
1438 Chadbourne Drive

Davis, IL 61019

Degen Pener

Santa Barbara Magazine
PO Box 5865

Santa Barbara, CA 93150

Perfectly Natural Solutions Inc.
208 Joseph Carrier
Vaudreuil QC, J7V 5V5 Canada

Marianne Peters
Wordsmith Writing Services
11617 Greenlawn Drive
Plymouth, IN 46563

Jay Peterson

Michael Brady Inc.

100 Colonial Center Pkwy #230
Lake Mary, FL 32746-4770

Jan Phillips
Greenville News, The
PO Box 1688
Greenville, SC 29602

Patrick Phillips
1716 Locust Street, LN-118
Urbandale, 1A 50309

Wayne H. Pitts

Design Strategies LLC
130 South Main Street
Greenville, SC 29601

Ellen Spector Platt

Meadow Lark Flower & Herbs
201 East 80th St., Apt 15D
New York, NY 10021

Barbara Pleasant
676 Lyday Creek Road
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768

Rich Pomerantz
10 Church Hill Road
Washington Depot, CT 06794

Helen Pratt

Helen F Pratt Inc
1165 Fifth Ave

New York, NY 10029

Preferred Commerce, Inc.
3531 Southampton Drive
Jeffersonton, VA 22724

Teresa G. Price
109 S. Embler Court
Taylors, SC 29687

Pepper Provenzano
TreeLink

68 East Girard Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84103
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William J. Radler

Rose Innovations, LLC
10020 W. Meadow Drive
Greenfield, WI 53228

Rita Randolph
Randolph's Greenhouses
1690 Airways Blvd.
Jackson. TN 38301

Rick Ray

Delaware Valley College

700 East Bulter Avenue
Doylestown. PA 18901-2697

Phillip or Carole Reilly
Reilly's Country Gardens
3328 Diamondview Road
Kinburn. KOA 2H0 Canada

Shirley or Joe Remes
35 W 401 Blackhawk Dr
South Elgin, IL 60177

Robert Rennebohm

Heard Gardens

8000 Racoon River Drive
West Des Moines. IA 50266

Kristen Reynolds

The Groundskeeper

8840 Davis Blvd.

North Richland Hills. TX 76180

Graham Rice

AHS Encyclopedia Of Perennials
211 Log Tavern Drive

Milford. PA 18337

Peter Ritchie
1906 Ocean Ridge Circle
Vero Beach. FL 32963

Fred Roberts

Longwood Gardens

231 Brandywine Drive
West Chester, PA 19382

Mary Robson
5610 Cape George Road
Port Townsend. WA 98368

Steven Rodie

University Of Nebraska-Lincaln
Department Of Biology. Allwine
Hail. Room 114

Omaha. NE 68182-0040

John or Roger

Garden Design Associates. Inc.
4310 N. Walnut Avenue
Oklahoma City. OK 73105

60 *» The Azalean / Fall 2007

Marilyn Rogers

Ortho Books

1716 Locust St.

Des Moines. 1A 50309

Nancy Rose

U Of MN Extension Service
310 Webster Street

NYA. MN 55397

Elizabeth Rosenberg
Weber Shandwick

440 Pacific Avenue

San Francisco. CA 94133

Marty Ross
5916 McGee Street
Kansas City. MO 64113

Kathie Rowell
Shreveport Times. The
222 Lake St.
Shreveport. LA 71101

Pamela Ruch

Organic Gardening Magazine
542 Liberty Street

Emmaus. PA 18049

Lela C. Rupard

Twin Bridge Nursery
PO Box 176
Collettsville. NC 28611

Joe Sable

Cantigny Foundation

1 South 151 Winfield Road
Wheaton. IL 60187

David or Ava Salman
High Country Gardens
2904 Rufina Street
Santa Fe. NM 87507

Robert Sargent
Surroundingz

1231 Oakcrest Drive
Charleston, SC 29412

lvy Schlegal

Banting Nursery

3425 River Road
Bridge City. LA 70094

Joslyn Schmidt
1418 Denlow Lane
Royal Palm Beach. FL 33411

Denise Schreiber

South Park Greenhouse
Buffalo Drive

South Park. PA 15129

Todd Schultz
Schultz Nursery

317 East 14th Street
Tilton. IL 61833

Sabrena Schweyer
Salsbury - Schweyer Inc.
526 S. Main

Akron. OH 44311

James M. Scott
150 Perry Street
Montgomery. AL 36104

Jeffrey Scott

Scott Land Planning And Design
2811 Greenrock Trail

Doraville. GA 30340

Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
6040 Garver Road
Indianapolis. IN 46208

Juanita Shearer-Swink
Triangle Transit Authority
PO Box 13787

Research Triangle Park. NC
27709-6637

Rebecca Siegel
RCSMC

4407 Westbourne Road
Greenshoro, NC 27410

Roberta Simpson-Dolbeare
Brookside Marketing

RR1 Box 47B

Nebo. IL 62355

Kent Schulze or Paul Sjogren
Ovation Science

7490 Tulip Court. PO Box 879
Chanhassen. MN 55317

Jill Slater

Flower Promotion Organization
PO Box 16

Ovid. M| 48866

Virginia Small

Fine Gardening

63 S Main St. PO Box 5506
Newton. CT 06470

Smith Gardens
1265 Marine Dr
Bellingham. WA 98225

Scott Smith

River Valley Horticulture
21701 Lawson Road

Little Rock. AR 72210-1701

Ed Snodgrass
3410 Ady Road
Street. MD 21154

Daniel Solien

Horvchi Solien LA

PO Box 914

Falmouth. MA 02541-0914

Kathleen Spain

Gee & Jenson. EAP

One Harvard Circle

West Palm Beach. FL 33409

Neil Sperry
400 W. Louisiana
McKinney. TX 75069

Kathy Sponenberg
The Earthbox

1300 Meylert Avenue
Scranton. PA 18509

Roy Steed
Designscape. Inc.
2888 Highway 51
Canton. MS 39046

Nan Sterman

Plant Soup

PO Box 231034
Encinitas. CA 92023

Steven Still

Ohio State University

2201 Fyffe Ct. 217 Howlett Hall
Columbus. OH 43210

Pat Stone
PO Box 1355
Fairview. NC 28730

Linny Stovall
Timber Press
133 SW 2nd Avenue
Portland. OR 97204

Russell Studebaker
Tulsa World Newspaper
1520 E. 20th

Tulsa. OK 74120

Rosheen Styczinski
New Eden Landscape
Architecture

5409 West Vieit Street
Milwaukee. WI 53208

Adam Supplee

Carroll Engineering

14 Fox Road
Collegeville. PA 19426



Nancy Szerlag

The Detroit News
1669 Birch Road
Attica, Ml 48412

Rick Tamfer

Chapin International
700 Ellicott Street
Batavia, NY 14020

Peggy Tapp
6914 Hammond Avenue

Dallas, TX 75223

Harry Taylor

L & T Engineering Group, Inc.
12450 Tamiami Trail, Unit F
North Port, FL 34287

Thomas Teas

Teas Nursery Co Inc

4400 Bellaire Blvd DAN #227
Bellaire, TX 77401

Frances Tenebaum
Houghton Mifflin Books
222 Berkley Street
Boston, MA 02116

Chris Thompson

The LandArt Design Group, Inc.
401 East Kennedy Street, #B-2
Spartanburg, SC 29302

Dave Thorne
Home Depot
2800 Forest Lane
Dallas, TX 75234

Michal Tincup
1216 Windmill Court
Arlington, TX 76013

Chris Totten

Absorbent Technologies

8705 SW Nimbus Avenue #230
Beaverton, OR 97008

Darrell Trout
69-28 Loubet St
Forest Hills, NY 11375-5846

Paul Tukey

People, Places And Plants
60 Pineland Drive

Auburn Hall Suite 207

New Gloucester, ME 04260

Diane Turner

Garden Design Magazine

460 N. Orlando Avenue, Ste 200
Winter Park, FL 32789

Kevin Tyler

Volkert & Assoc. Inc.
316 S McKenzie Street
Foley, AL 36535

Linda B. or Roger. Urbaniak
4112 - 78th Avenue, SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040

Deborah Van Bourgondien
Van Bourgondien’s

PO Box 1000

Babylon, NY 11702

Anne Marie Van Nest
7900 Cobblestone
Austin, TX 78735

J. Derek Vanover
City Of Augusta
1559 Eagles Way
Augusta, GA 30904

David Verespy
15 Rockspring Road
Trumbull, CT 06611-1442

David Vest

Panama City News Herald
501 West 11th St.
Panama City, FL 32401

Irene Virag
235 Pinelawn Road
Melville, NY 11747

Terry Wallace

Wallace Associates Inc.
PO Box 40

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Carol Ward

State, The

PO Box 1333
Columbia, SC 29202

Neil Watson
11057 Allisonville Road
Fishers, IN 46038

Paul Weathers

Clark Condon Associates, Inc.
10401 Stella Link Road
Houston, TX 77025

Judy Weightman

MB Associates, Inc.

7036 N. Easton Road, Suite A
Pipersville, PA 18947

Loralee Wenger
2120 N 61st St
Seattle, WA 98103

M. Conrad White

709 Chagrin River Rd.
PO Box 11

Gates Mills, OH 44040

Susan Whiteley

Garden Views

345 Echo Valley Lane
Newton Square, PA 19073

Timothy Whitten

City Of Hendersonville
407 Lawrence Street
Old Hickory, TN 37138

Chris Wiesinger

The Southern Bulb Company
PO Box 350

Golden, TX 75444

Ashley Wilborn

Atlanta Home Improvement

80 West Wieuca Road, Ste 115
Atlanta, GA 30342

Albert Will
1661 SW 27th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Betsy Williams
155 Chestnut Street
Andover, MA 01810

Sally Williams

Ebsco Publishing,
Garden Literature Index
398 Columbus Ave #181
Boston, MA 02116

Jeanette Wilson
University Of Arkansas
759 N. FF Highway
Liberal, MO 64762

Peggy Winburne
Commercial Appeal, The
495 Union Ave.
Memphis, TN 38103

Marty or Leighton Wingate
115 N. 81st Street
Seattle, WA 98103

Dorian Winslow
Womanswork

412 E 55th St, Suite 3C
New York, NY 10022

Andrew Witter
LandShapes

PO Box 306

Woodland Hills, CA 91365

Paul Wolke
Wolke Nursery
496 CORD 275 E
Sigel, IL 62462

Lisa Wright

Horticulture Magazine
98 N. Washington Street
Boston, MA 02114

Linda Yang
325E51 St
New York, NY 10022

Marsha Yeager
753 Fox Hollow Parkway
Marietta, GA 30068

Leslie or Mark Yost

Landscape Plant Development
9199 Jane Road

Lake Eimo, MN 55042

Ellen Zachos

Acme Plant Stuff
215E. 73, #4G

New York, NY 10021

MOVING?

The U.S. Post Office
will not forward The
Azalean or deliver it
to a bad mailing
address. Please notify
the Society of any
errors or changes in
your mailing address.

Submit address
changes to:

Carol Flowers
ASA Secretary
700 New Hampshire NW
Apt. 1011
Washington, D.C. 20037

or e-mail:

vzelonzd@verizon.net
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Northern Virginia Chapter
Eve Harrison, President

In May, chapter members gathered at Dan Krabill’s for
a local garden tour. The Krabills’ have a great garden in a
lovely setting. Barbara kindly provided coffee, drinks and
sweets before she dashed off for Finnish lessons. Dan was a
gracious, informative host and tour guide.

Members then caravaned to Don Hyatt’s garden. His
garden is lush, varied, and enticing. Don answered question
after question about his many cultivars, and we were
understandably inspired to return to our own gardens with
lots of new ideas.

The day cooled measurably and spattered rain, but
luckily most of us had rain gear, and we sloshed through
Joe Klimavicz’s amazing garden. We were mesmerized
by his explanations of hybridization standards. A few of
us received permission to “rescue” plants destined for the
compost pile having failed to meet his strict requirements.

Thanks to Lee McElvain’s steady supply of plastic bags
to stow away castoffs, we all left with more plants and more
knowledge of hybridization techniques and requirements.
Joe’s plants are simply stunning and light up the entire
street.

The last leg of the tour was a 45-minute ride to
Haymarket to feast our eyes upon Phran’s Azalea Trails.
The word heard most often in walking the grounds was
“wow!” There was a mini-plant sale with plants supplied by
Carolyn Beck and Jim Gears as well as many specimens
dug by Frances Louers and potted up. The chapter did quite
well at this impromptu sale and it seems probable that this
might be a good prototype for future tours.

The Louers are generous hosts and work extremely
hard to accommodate so many visitors to their amazing and
gorgeous property.

In August the chapter will host its first public azalea
auction at Merrifield Garden Center in Fairfax, Virginia.
The chapter has held private plant auctions for more than 30
years, but members thought it was time to invite the public.

Oconee Chapter
Ruth Mellon, Secretary

The April chapter meeting was held at the home of
Jim and Patsy Thornton. The program consisted of Joe
Coleman’s narration of his and Donna’s trip to the annual
ASA convention in Nacogdoches.

He showed slides of beautiful azaleas taken in the Ruby
M. Mize Azalea Garden (the largest azalea garden in Texas),
the Ina Brundett Azalea Garden in Tyler, and tours of the
historic districts in the area. He said the Ruby M. Mize
Azalea Garden staff has done a good job of labeling more
than 6,500 evergreen and native deciduous azaleas.
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Southern California Chapter
George Klump, Vice President for Projects & Publications

In March, the ASA Board of Directors unanimously
approved the charter of a new chapter in Southern
California. The new chapter was formed by members of the
Southern California Chapter of the American Rhododendron
Society.

The ARS chapter was established in the mid-1970s by
Carl Deul and Bill Moynier. The chapter has grown and
members have done remarkably well growing broad-leaf
rhododendrons in an area where wisdom had decreed such
plants could not be grown.

Due largely to the influence of the late Pete Sullivan,
chapter members became interested in the species of the
section Vireya of subgenus Rhododendron, sub-tropical
plants which may be found anywhere from sea level to
13,000 feet elavation in some areas. The viteyas have
flourished in the area quite well, and chapter members have
spent many hours hybridizing various forms which are now
accepted in the rhododendron plant world.

Members conducted experiments many years ago
with various kinds of plant mixes. Members who lived
on the west side of Los Angeles were atop a large vein of
adobe clay, requiring them to develop raised flower beds.
Different mix combinations were tried; however, the one
which worked the best was an equal mix (1-1-1) of coarse
peat moss, perlite, and redwood bark (shredded). The
coarse peat moss provides a light but acidic medium which,
together with the perlite, provides a way for oxygen to get
to the root zone. The redwood bark does the same and
simultaneously provides a little tannic acid, since it breaks
down very slowly.

It has since been discovered that the organism which
breaks down the wood is a predator of the Phytophthora
organism which attacks the roots of ericaceous plants where
drainage is a problem. Once that attack begins on an azalea
or rhododendron, saving the plant is nearly impossible.

Last spring the idea of starting a chapter of the Azalea
Society of America was discussed. Since azaleas are sub-
genera of the rhododendron genus, we did not see any
conflict. The plants are all ericaceous and most of us grow
azaleas. There is also precedent in the ARS for a combined
chapter format.

Since there has not been an ASA chapter on the West
Coast for some time, we felt it would be well to approach
the national ASA with the idea of starting a chapter here
which would parallel our existing ARS chapter. Receiving
a positive response from the ASA Board, we began our
organizing efforts in earnest.



Officers of the chapter are: James Jaeger, president;
John Morris, vice president; George Klump, vice
president for projects and publications; Linda Kranen,
secretary; Gladful DerSarkisian, treasurer; Fred Renich,
director; and James McKechnie, director.

We held a rhododendron plant sale in April 2006 at
Descanso Gardens, La Canada Flintridge, California. We
sold vireyas and azaleas. This year we hosted the plant sale
again with the sale of both plants being very successful. We
are planning to do this more often and through other venues
as well; e.g., the Los Angeles Horticultural Society and the
Los Angeles Rose Society.

The success of these ventures and the public relations
it has created for the vireyas (we sold a vireya to one of the
rose society officials and, we believe, made a good friend
there!) has led us to think we’d be remiss not to pursue such
activities. Vireya seems to be becoming more popular with
landscapers who know about the plant.

Timber Press published a book in 1992 called “The
Sub-Tropical Garden™ which features the vireya as a plant
for all seasons and for all reasons. However, the authors got
some of their information crossed up in that they stated that
vireyas are epiphytic and do not grow well in the ground.
That is not entirely correct. I have about 75 or 80 of them
growing well in the ground here at my home.

Like azaleas, vireyas love fast draining soil. Unlike
azaleas the little seeds have “tails” on both ends so they are
often picked up by trade winds in the wild and land in tree
branches. In areas where it rains nearly every afternoon, the
seeds will take root in trees and, of course, the water drains
off the tree branch just about as fast as it rains.

The seeds will also take root in light soil which drains
well. he flower colors are kaleidoscopic, from white,
yellow, orange, pink, red and magenta, to various bi-color
combinations. And like the elepidote rhododendrons, they
tend to form very attractive trusses some of which are quite
large. They fit well with azaleas, and I have them mixed
in with different sorts in my garden where they work
perfectly.

Vaseyi Chapter
John Brown, Newsletter Editor

Dr. Joe Coleman presented a program entitled
“Photographic Highlights of the Nacogdoches Convention”
to 14 members and guests at the chapter’s May meeting.

He presented an interwoven history of the Nacogdoches
region combined with the flora and a few examples of the
fauna. ASA President John Brown provided a review of
the business meeting that occurred at the convention.

The Chapter had plants for door prizes along with
rooted cuttings of the Glenn Dale plants ‘Litany’ and
‘Trinket’ taken from plants in the Morrison Garden at the
National Arboretum last year.

The chapter’s annual propagation meeting and cutting
exchange was held June 24.

Creel-Way Propagation
Continued from page 58.

learn more from failures and partial successes than I do from
a total success. You never seem to figure out how something
worked, and often cannot repeat the successful experiment.

A recent invention of mine is the Sunnyside Propagation
Tower, which accommodates 16 large to medium hanging
baskets. I converted the baskets to fast drainage using a
pattern of 3/4-inch holes. With such a tower you can grow 16
large pots in a ground footprint of four-by-four feet square.
I intend to cover the soil beneath the tower with white sand
to maximize sun reflected on the bottom of the pots. I am
using the Sunnyside Tower to grow various native plants,
including azalea seedlings.

I plan to make a shaded version called the Shadyside
Tower that will have a square support over the tower to hold
a 65 to 70 percent shade cloth. This will enable me to hang
dome-pots off the ground with shade but upward reflected
sunlight from sand on the ground beneath.

I have not tried everything in propagation yet, but
continue with new small-scale experiments such as leaf-bud
cuttings for native azaleas in leaf or dormant; rooting large-
leaved species in large domes and pots; trying vented dome-
pots in the sun; and making a dome pot top and bottom from
a single one-gallon spring water bottle. I would also like to
make a propagation device based on “nurse logs™ found in
the wild.

Conclusion

I believe that home propagation of native plants is an
important conservation tool and educational incentive. We
should always be seeking ways to involve young people
in the appreciation of native plants. Gardeners who share
natives they have propagated prevent others from digging
wild plants. Cuttings and seeds grow better outdoors than
those grown indoors or in a greenhouse. Seeds planted
outdoors in a well-draining pot will germinate and grow by
nature’s schedule. Cuttings stuck outdoors need only native
soil inoculation, constant humidity, and excellent drainage.
In my opinion, fertilizers, fungicides, and pesticides
kill native soil bacteria and weaken plants. Cuttings and
seedlings grown by my methods create strong plants that
thrive with little care.

Mike Creel’s first loves are his family followed by the two
Sfamily felines, but after that, he turns “green,” venturing to
a seven-acre native garden and the wilds of South Carolina
to propagate, preserve, and share every worthy native plant
he encounters. He considers propagation a critical tool
of native plant conservation. A 1977 University of South
Carolina journalism graduate, he recently retired from state
government as writer and photographer on environment and
natural resources. Through workshops, Web correspondence
and U.S. mail he shares his simple propagation techniques
and plants with people across America and abroad.
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Lagniappe

Aaron Cook—Valdese, North Carolina

t is 3:43 a.m. Tuesday morning according to the clock in

the bottom right-hand corner of my computer screen. I
just returned from the Nacogdoches ASA convention. The
plants have been unloaded from the car, and dirty clothes
are piled on the laundry room floor.

I am checking my e-mail to make sure my boss got the
message that she has to cover my eight o’clock Applied
Plant Science class. She has responded to my earlier e-mail
and class is covered, so I can relax and get a little sleep
before my afternoon classes. Now that I have done all the
things I needed to do I am wide awake. Since I am up and
the house is quiet I can take a few moments to reflect on the
events of the last few days.

The first question that pops into my head is: “Why
do I always try to attend the annual convention?” Is it the
gardens? Is it the people? Actually it’s both. It’s also about
seeing the immense pride and joy our members get from
showing their gardens and local area.

If you have never been to a national ASA convention,
you don’t know what you’re missing. Have you ever traveled
alone to a convention and found it difficult to fit in? My first
Human Anatomy and Physiology Society convention was
like that. I shared an interest with these people, but I just
didn’t seem to fit in.

During the years, I have belonged to several societies
and attended quite a few conferences and conventions.
None have been as completely satisfying as a national ASA
convention. From the first one I attended to this one, I have
always had a wonderful time.

The ASA family has always made me feel welcome and
at ease. The Nacogdoches convention was no exception.
It was another great family reunion for those of us who
never miss this opportunity to get together. We toured great
gardens, made new friends, caught up on what’s been going
on since the last convention, and ate a lot of good food.
Kudos and thanks to Barbara Stump, Barbara Wagner,
and all the other volunteers for a wonderful convention.

I began this article before leaving for Texas and initially
titled it “Before and After.” I was planning to write about
how we use convention travel to visit each other’s gardens.
However, after this convention, only one word can sum
up this experience—lagniappe. Lagniappe is a Southern
Louisiana term pronounced lahn-yap, or occasionally lan-
yap, and it means “a little something extra; a gift or show of
appreciation.”

My personal Southern Louisiana lagniappe started to
take shape on the tour bus Saturday as we were driving
through the private gardens of Nacogdoches. I was
talking to John Thornton about some of his elepidote
rhododendron hybrids. Ihad read his article about breeding
rhododendrons for the Gulf Coast and was curious about
how the plants were doing after the hurricane.
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I asked John, “When is the best time to see them in
bloom?” He stated in his straightforward way: “They are
in bloom now. Why don’t you come by on your way back
home?”

Hmmmm, I thought. Should I extend my trip and make
a pass through Southern Louisiana? I had promised to visit
Margie Jenkins for several years, and I would like to see
Buddy Lee’s operation as well.

Without much input from me, the plan was quickly
formulated before the banquet and meeting were over
Saturday night. I would drive to Amite, Louisiana,
(pronounced A-meet) on Sunday and spend the night at
Margie’s, visiting her nursery Monday morning. In the
afternoon, I would visit Buddy and John.

After the business meeting Sunday, I corralled Tom
Milner on the hotel steps to consult his atlas and plan my
route to Amite. He and Saleta Compton were planning
on taking the southern route around the Sabine reservoir. I
chose the northern route and left to take a few more pictures
at the Ruby Mize Azalea Garden.

At the garden I ran into Dr. David Creech and Bart
Brechter. Bart is from Houston and the president of
the reorganized Texas Chapter. He is one of our newest
members and already very active. Dr. Creech was giving
away more plants and so I took a few ‘Nanjing Beauty’
taxodium and Amur maples to try back home in my zone 6
climate. After taking a final walk through the garden and a
dozen more pictures, I headed east toward Interstate 49.

I hadn’t been on I-49 long when I realized that I was
hungry and stopped at a McDonalds for a bite to eat. As
I was standing in line, I looked outside and saw Tom and
Saleta coming across the parking lot.

As we ate our meal and conversed about the convention,
Tom mentioned that he would have liked one of Dr.
Creech’s ‘Nanjing Beauty’ taxodium. Since I was currently
in possession of four, Tom and Saleta added a ‘Nanjing
Beauty’ and another Amur maple to their plant collection. I
have always adhered to the philosophy that if I have two of
any plant, you are welcome to one of them.

The rest of my trip to Amite was uneventful. I enjoyed
retracing a trip I had made with students across Interstate 10
years before.

I arrived at Amite about 7:30 p.m. and headed out
Hwy. 16 to Margie’s nursery and house. Once in Margie’s
driveway I remembered that 19 Boy Scouts were depending
on me to schedule a summer camp merit-badge class online.
The scheduling process was due to go live at any minute, so
I quickly returned to Amite and checked into the Comfort
Inn to work.

I had just checked into the room and was preparing
to call Margie when the phone rang. Guess who? It was
Margie calling to find out why I was not staying at her



A Jenkins Farm & Nursery. Amite, Louisiana

¥ Gardens at the home of Robert "Buddy” Lee
in Independence, Louisiana

house. Iexplained the situation and made plans to meet her
at the nursery at 7 a.m. the next morning.

When I arrived at the nursery, Margie was backing the
golf cart out, and we wasted no time heading out to tour
the nursery. For a plant person, her nursery is as close to
heaven on earth as you can get. I had a good time looking at
plants and talking to Margie, and before I knew it half the
day was gone.

We went into the office, and she called Buddy to let him
know I was on my way to his place. We said our goodbyes,
made future plans for sharing plants, and I headed out.

Driving in rural Louisiana is quite an adventure. I
thought driving a loaded school van to Copper Bald with
no brakes during the 2001 convention had prepared me for
anything; but I was wrong. Here’s an important tip. If the
sign says curve ahead 15 mph, you had better slow down
because the road is going to turn abruptly in a 90-degree
fashion.

Someone later referred to these curves as dog legs. If
that’s the case then that dog had a broken leg. I didn’t slow
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down enough for the first one and never made that mistake
again.

I finally arrived at Buddy’s after one wrong turn and
backtrack. He had given me instructions to turn onto
Highway 442 after passing through Loranger and then take
the second paved road to the right. I noticed that the first
paved road to the right was named Cook Road, so I knew
he lived in a good neighborhood.

Buddy met me in the front yard and gave me a
wonderful tour of his place. It is covered with azaleas and
it seemed like they were all blooming. I was astonished to
discover that all of the plants at Buddy’s are his seedlings.

After touring his place and talking plants, I can only
conclude that there are many more new plants coming out
of Buddy’s ambitious breeding projects. He is also working
on other plants, including lilies, hollies, loropetalums, and
crape-myrtles.

On the way over to John Thornton’s place, Buddy and I
stopped at a very interesting café¢. We had a delicious meal
of fried catfish, greens, red beans, rice, and candied yams.
I didn’t tell Buddy, but for a good ole North Carolina boy,
this was just like home to me.

Buddy called ahead and John was waiting for us when
we pulled into his yard. John’s neighborhood used to be
shaded by large live oak trees; since Hurricane Katrina
it has been in full sun. Even in full sun the azaleas and
rhododendrons at John’s house and nursery appear to be
thriving.

We saw many plants that were hybridized by John
using Rhododendron hyperythrum. Buddy and I agreed that
several of them have commercial viability.

We walked the entire nursery site where plants of
all types are planted. John knew the parentage of every
plant. I was amazed at the variety of plants grown there.
He even had a R. prinophylum ‘Marie Hoffman’ growing
and blooming in full sun. I can’t grow this plant in North
Carolina less than 75 miles from where it occurs naturally. |
asked John how many people he knew who grew elepidote
rhododendrons in Southern Louisiana. He held up a single
finger and then pointed at himself.

It was a day that I will always remember. I would like
to thank Margie, Buddy, and John for going above and
beyond in gracious hospitality, and providing me with my
own special version of Southern Louisiana lagniappe.

Aaron is a biology and landscape gardening instructor at
Caldwell Community College in Hudson, North Carolina.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and a
Master of Arts degree in Biology Education at Appalachian
State University in Boone, North Carolina. He is an active
member in the North Carolina Nature Conservancy, Sierra
Club, American Rhododendron Society, Azalea Society of
America, and International Plant Propagators Society.
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More Flowers, More:

A Summary of the 2007 ASA Convention
Carol Flowers—Washington, D.C.

had looked forward to the 2007 convention in Texas.

Having been born and raised around the New York City
metropolitan area and having lived pretty much all of my
adult life around Washington, D.C., my main knowledge of
Texas was J.R. Ewing and the television show Dallas.

Going to the 2007 Azalea Society of America convention
in Nacogdoches, Texas, gave me the opportunity to see a
different part of this rich and varied land we call the United
States of America. Too soon the convention was over.

My husband and I were spending one last day in
Nacogdoches, making one final visit to the Ruby M. Mize
garden for a few more pictures. Families strolled along the
pathways. One little girl dressed in her Sunday best was
being rushed through the garden. “Mommy, more flowers,
more,” she said. I understood. I, too, wanted to linger
amongst the flowers a little longer.

We came to Texas a day before the convention started.
I had a new camera and wanted to have some practice with
it before events unfolded. The hotel courtyard immediately
beckoned. In full bloom were large azaleas plants with
big Texas-sized flowers. Already, better photo ops did not
exist.

After settling in, we went for a walk on the main street
of Nacogdoches. More spectacular azaleas in the town
square made me take my camera out once again. Small
picturesque shops, art galleries, and restaurants greeted us.
Looking for a small souvenir to take back, we stopped at a
shop containing artworks created by the artists connected
with the local university. I loved what I saw and found a
small piece of turned wood to buy.

Early Thursday morning we found our way to the
Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden. Serious photographers
were already taking advantage of the early morning light
to capture pictures of this beautiful sight. As beautiful as
I knew their pictures would be, I also knew the beauty of
the garden photos would never truly substitute for actually
being in it and seeing the flowers first hand.

The convention finally began. Friendships were
renewed, beautiful private and public gardens toured, great
speakers heard, and the opportunity to purchase beautiful
and unusual azaleas provided. All of our Texas hosts in
Tyler and Nacogdoches made us feel welcome and special.

The two Barbaras (Barbara Stump and Barbara
Wagner) did a great job in picking spectacular area gardens
in both Tyler and Nacogdoches for us to see. During the
day we toured Tyler gardens. Buddy Lee and Joe Schild
presented the people of Tyler with the plaque that made this
town an official “Azalea City.” The town’s mayor greeted
us and said a few words of welcome. The special East Texas
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A Texas-sized azaleas bloomed in the courtyard of the
Fredonia Hotel in Nacogdoches. Texas.

gardens we saw had been created for many special reasons.
In Tyler we saw the “Rose Garden,” built to showcase many
roses grown in the city. Tyler also had their “IDEA Garden”
created by the Master Gardeners, and the Ina Brundett
Azalea Garden at Tyler Junior College created to bring
nature’s beauty to everyone connected with the college.
Buddy Lee’s Encore® azaleas were in bloom. These have
been mystery plants to me.

In Tyler we also had the unique opportunity to see two
private gardens created so the owners could enjoy the beauty
gardens provide. These included Guy and Joan Pyron’s
garden of beautiful azaleas and colorful companion plants
and Ravenwood, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Ellis. The
last garden gave me the fun of photographing myself as I
explored the garden’s mirrored garden room. The Children’s
Garden, created in memory of a child that died too soon,
brought smiles and great photographic opportunities.

Saturday was the day to see Nacogdoches. Azaleas in
both the private and public gardens were at their peak.
Once again my husband and I got to visit the Ruby M. Mize
Azalea Garden, this time complete with Dr. David Creech
entertaining us with his many stories concerning the history
and design of this eight-acre garden.

Barbara and Michael Stump hosted a Texas barbeque
lunch at their Nacogdoches home. Their historical home and
their developing gardens provided more photo opportunities.
The tour continued during the afternoon, driving through
streets where the houses were landscaped with flowering
azaleas. More visits to private gardens took place and finally
a stop at a local plant nursery to buy plants.

Since I came by plane, I was limited in the number
of plants I could bring home. I did however succumb
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and bought a small
companion plant. It is
now in a bigger pot at
home and growing very
nicely. As with so many
of the plants I have
bought over the years,
maybe someday I will
find that special place
for it in my yard.

The day was over
too quickly, and we
were suddenly back at
the hotel with enough
time to visit the plant
sale room and get ready
for the convention
banquet.

I always marvel at the varied backgrounds of the
people that make up the plant world. Planners of the
2007 convention took advantage of these backgrounds
when selecting convention speakers. Dr. David Creech,
regents professor of horticulture at Stephen F. Austin State
University (SFA), provided opening night information on
the university’s arboretum, its history, its diverse plant
collection, and the many connected activities which keep
the public coming back to the gardens again and again.

Greg Grant, horticulturist with the SFA Piney Woods
Native Plant Center, kept the audience entertained and
laughing with pictures of garden sculptures made with some
rather strange materials (soda bottles, tires, etc.—no bronze
or marble in this art).

Friday night we heard from folks whose original day
jobs had involved the medical field. Buddy Lee, the past
president of the ASA and creator of the multi-season-
blooming Encore® azaleas, spoke about his favorite part
of the plant world: azaleas. I had finally seen a blooming
Encore® azalea and so loved it. Len Miller was our second
speaker. He spoke of his love of Japanese gardens and the
many he has designed and built over the years he has studied
landscaping.

A An East Texas garden scultpture.

A The Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden provided a multitude
of photo opportunities.
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Our banquet speaker was Tom Spencer, a Texas-based
television producer, freelance writer, photographer, and
radio personality. In his speech, “The Soul of the Garden,”
he discussed the spiritual side of gardening. He ended by
showing video clips. There was something magical that had
been captured in these garden scenes. Words did not have to
be used. His Web site, www.soulofthegarden.com, captures
more and expands that magic.

During the Society’s annual meeting life-time achievement
awards were presented to Margie Jenkins and Joe Schild.
A garden rocker was presented to Barbara Stump in
recognition of her many years of hard work as editor of The
Azalean. Results of the election of officers for the Society
were announced. John Brown is our new president, Aaron
Cook is vice president, and Dan Krabill is treasurer. The
three new directors were elected to the ASA board: Vincent
Ciolino, J. Jackson, and Dave Nanney.

As with all ASA conventions, opportunities to acquire
new plants were plentiful. Both my husband and I won
plants at the opening night raffle. The plant-sale room was
well stocked, a plant nursery was visited on the tour of
Nacogdoches, and a plant auction was held after the annual
meeting. I discovered that large two-and-a-half gallon clear
plastic bags exist. Filled with my plants they fit well in the
overhead luggage compartments of the airplane. My plants
made it safely home.

Sunday came and our plane would leave for D.C., the next
day. We drove around the azalea trails and visited some of
the historic Nacogdoches buildings. There was one last trip
to the Ruby M Mize Azalea Garden. Long shadows and the
late afternoon sun made the garden even more breathtaking
than the first day we saw it.

The people from Nacogdoches are proud of their
credentials as an “Azalea City” and rightly so. That night
I thought of all the gracious and wonderful people we met
in Tyler and Nacogdoches. The azalea blooms were rapidly
fading but the happy memories would continue.

On Tuesday morning back in D.C., I was in withdrawal.
That morning’s Washington Post had an article on the cherry
blossoms. They were at peak bloom. With my now not-so-
new camera in tow, I headed down to the tidal basin. It was
early morning. Serious photographers and broadcasting
network people were working to capture the ephemeral
beauty of the flowers.

I re-read the plaque that explained that the trees were a
gift to Americans from the Japanese people. Ithought of all
the contributions the Japanese have made to the azalea world
and Tom Spencer’s speech, “The Soul of the Garden.” May
the Japanese, Americans, and all people continue to plant
flowers, work for peace, and cherish our plant world. As the
little four-year-old said, “...more flowers, more.”

Before retiring, Carol Flowers managed a computer help
desk for the U.S. Census Bureau. Her interest in azaleas
came from her many childhood visits to the Planting Fields
Arboretum in Oyster Bay, New York. She has been a member
of the Azalea Society of America for 25 years.
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Jenkins, Schild honored at annual meeting
By Allen Owings—Baton Rouge. Louisiana

Two Distinguished
Service Awards were
conferred during the
ASA annual conven-
tion in March.

Ms. Margie Y.
Jenkins of Amite,
Louisiana, was rec-
ognized for her life-
time  contributions
to the landscape and
nursery industry.

Ms. Jenkins’
generous efforts to promote the proper use of azaleas
and their companion plants to home gardeners and, more
importantly, the commercial horticulture industry have had
a significant impact on the industry.

The increased use of azalea hybrid groups (such as the
Robin Hill cultivars) not commonly available in significant
numbers several years ago in the southeastern United States
can be attributed to her interest in growing and distributing
the plants prior to other wholesale producers. She has
inspired and educated countless numbers of green-industry
professionals by unselfishly sharing her love and knowledge
of azaleas and other interesting plants.

Friends everywhere know of Ms. Jenkins’ desire to
seek new plant information and her generosity in sharing
plants. She has contributed greatly to numerous nursery
and landscape associations such as the International Plant
Propagators Association, Louisiana Nursery and Landscape
Association, Southern Nursery Association, and the
American Nursery and Landscape Association.

Ms. Jenkins has been instrumental in distributing and
promoting many plants used in the industry today. We value
her contributions to the Azalea Society of America.

A Distinguished
Service Award was
also presented to
nurseryman, hybrid-
izer, highly respected
lecturer and author
Joseph E. Schild,
Jr.

Schild’s life-
time of outstanding
achievements merit-
ed the special award.
Through his countless presentations to plant enthusiast
groups and his plant explorations of the Appalachian gorges,
plateaus and mountaintops, new selections, seed, and desir-
able natural hybrids have been introduced widely into aza-

A Margie Y. Jenkins

A Joe Schild, Jr.
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lea cultivation. He has ensured a broader appreciation and
knowledge of the value of these living jewels among our
membership and supporters. He provided an extensive expo-
sure to and knowledge of the uniqueness and value of native
azaleas and their interspecific hybrids.

As part of his azalea education mission, Schild has been
a dedicated supporter of the Azalea Society of America,
authoring many articles for the journal. His leadership
to develop the new Azalea City official accreditation for
communities across the nation is a superb example of his
dedication. In addition, establishing and organizing the
Tennessee Valley Chapter of the American Rhododendron
Society shows his great devotion toward ericaceous plants.

Schild’s missionary work continues to include a project
to establish as complete a collection of the Glenn Dale
azaleas as may be possible for a public display garden at
Reflection Riding Arboretum in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

ASA members have benefited from his inexhaustible
support and work on behalf of the society. This special
recognition acknowledges his tireless work of promoting
azaleas, particularly our native azaleas found in the
southeastern United States.

s to the Editor

I was delighted to see a photo of ‘Spirit of Valdosta’
on the cover of the Summer 2007 issue of The Azalean.
However, I was disappointed there was no recognition given
to the plant hybridizer and donor which, by the way, is one in
the same.

I’d like to rectify that omission because I was somewhat
involved during the whole process, and I know some of the
players who deserve recognition. Joe Klimavicz, a long time
member of the North Virginia Chapter, was the hybridizer
and donor. The plant is Joe’s hybrid LP 93-3 which is a cross
of ‘Elsie Lee’ x ‘Gay Paree’.

But recognition shouldn’t stop here. Joe’s wife and
daughter, Caitlin, attended the Valdosta Azalea Festival to
present the ‘Spirit of Valdosta’. Caitlin spoke about the plant
and the hybridization process at the dedication ceremony.
The speech was broadcast by several radio stations across
the south. You might remember Caitlin from her (high tech)
article in the Fall 2005 issue of The Azalean.

This brings me to my final point. Joe did something that
should be incorporated into the ASA Azalea City program.
We should engage our member hybridizers to provide plants
to be registered in the name of future Azalea Cities. Hey,
why not make it retroactive?

We have a treasure in our hybridizers and, at the very
least, we should recognize them. They are hard to come by
these days.

James Thornton
Conyers, Georgia



