Bob Stewart’s
Azaleas



Background

* Since 1981, Bob Stewart
has been a member of the Northern
Virginia Chapter of the Azalea Society
of America, living in Springfield, Virginia

* Over the years Bob has been a prolific
and well known hybridizer

* Bob has produced over 200 numbered
hybrids and has named ~40 of them



Background — cont'd

 Bob has recelived commendations for
his hybridization work:

— 2002 - Frederic P. Lee Commendation
from the Brookside Chapter, ASA

— 2009 — Distinguished Service Award from
the Azalea Society of America



Background — cont'd

Though Bob’s hybrids were not featured in Fred Galle’s
book, “Azaleas”...there are references to his garden.

Hillside planting of azaleas,
R. Stewart Garden, Virginia.
R STEWART




Background — cont'd

Though Bob’s hybrids were not featured in Fred Galle’s
book, “Azaleas”...and photographs taken by him.

Plate 76

‘Daishuhai’ [Great Vermilion
Cup] Satsuki Hybrid,
STEWART

‘Shinnyo no Hikari’ [Eternal Light] Satsuki Hybrid. sTewart






Gardening Challenges
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* Considerable slope to the property
« Thin, overlying hardpan soil

« Competition from trees



| Solutlons to Problems

o

;;-l kst H LW - Initially
: TR — Built an extensive terrace
— Brought in top soill

 Later - root invasion
problems

— Cut 55 gallon drums in
half

— Drilled holes for drainage

— Propped up front side to
make level

— Surrounded the drum
with wood




Introduction to Hybridizing

Started hybridizing in 1990
Served as a “stress reliever” A% e A
from the demands of his job § ;9’@ ;-*494
Increased number of seedlings '

each year

“Best” hybrids were registered and
named after family members




Azalea Characteristics
Considered In Parents

Match pretty, tender plants with hardy plants

* Other considerations:
— Bloom time
— Symmetry
— Size
— Hardiness
— Foliage
— Substance of flower







1994

Cross Between ‘Asahi Sakigake’ and
‘Margaret Douglas’

Offspring:
—RBS-01 ‘Ashley Ruth’
—RBS-07 ‘James Stewart’
—RBS-22
—RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’
—RBS-51

‘Margaret Douglas’



‘Margaret Douglas’ — Back Acres
Bob’'s Favorite Azalea




‘Asahi Sakigake’ - Kurume




RBS 01 — ‘Ashle

-

 Named for granddaughter Ashley Ruth Phillips




‘Ashley Ruth’




RBS-07 ‘James Stewart’

* Developed in 1994
 Named for grandson James Stewart Phillips






* Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’
(RBS-07)







RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’

 Named after daughter-in-law Sheri Ann Stewart
» Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’ (RBS-07)




‘Sheri Ann’




» Developed from the same hybridization as ‘James Stewart’ (RBS-07)







‘Margaret Douglas’ X ‘Asahi Sakigake’
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RBS-01 ‘Ashley Ruth’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas

~ . .y From the Same Cross

‘Margaret Douglas’ X ‘Asahi Sakigake’

RBS — 07 ‘James Stewart’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas
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RBS - 07 ‘James Stewart’



=% . Y From the Same Cross

RBS - 07 ‘James Stewart’

RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas
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RBS - 07 ‘James Stewart’

RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/margaretdouglas

RBS-01
‘Ashley Ruth’

RBS-37 ‘Sheri Ann’



Another Favorite Cross:
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RBS-17  with  ‘Midnight Flare

Offspring:
—RBS-06 'Sarah Jessica
—RBS-27 'Betty Ellen’
—RBS-32




RBS-17

7

* Bob Stewart Hybrid of CB-1 and ‘Desiree’

s




‘Midnight Flare’ - Harris

w



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min

RBS 06 — ‘Sarah Jessica’

 Named for granddaughter ‘Sarah Jessica Frey’
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RBS 27— 'Betty Ellen’

 Named for his wife Betty Ellen Stewart













RBS-06 ‘Sarah Jessica’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min

RBS-06 ‘Sarah Jessica’

RBS 27 ‘Betty Ellen’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min

RBS-06 ‘Sarah Jessica’ b R\ RBS 27 ‘Betty Ellen’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min

RBS-06 ‘Sarah Jessica’ RBS 27 ‘Betty Ellen’



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreenmc1min

Cross Between
‘Orchido’ ~and ‘Satellite’
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» Offspring
—RBS-79
—RBS-80




‘Orchido’ - Ring




‘Satellite’ — Belgian Indica



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen













Cross Between
and ‘Satellite’

« Offspring

— Rose Normandy
(RBS-93)




Elsie Lee’ - Shammarello



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/elsielee

‘Satellite’ — Belgian Indica



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen




Rose Normandy (RBS-93)



http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/elsielee
http://www.pbase.com/azaleasociety/evergreensatsen

Benefits of Hybridization

* Provides a “stress
relieving” hobby

* Produces new, beautiful
varieties of azaleas

* Provides the opportunity
to name new varieties -\
after friends and family [ =

‘Betty Ellen’



Stewart Azaleas Available at
the 2016 Convention

Party favors:

Allison Ann Monique Marie
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‘Allison Ann’ RBS-47
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Cross # 97-17-01, ‘CB #10’X ‘Linwood Salmon’. Named for one of Bob’s
granddaughters.






Cross # 92-24-01, ‘CB #1’ x ‘Desiree’. Named for Bob’s
home town in Massachusetts; registered 2007.




Cross 98-34, Seattle WhiteX Quakeress. Named for Barbara
Bullock of the National Arboretum



‘Barbara Ella’ RBS-103

Cross # 2003-2, ‘Betty Ellen’ x ‘James Stewart’. Named for Carolyn Beck’s
mother, who grew up in the same hometown as Bob.




Named for a former president of the Brookside Chapter ASA
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Cross # 96-17-2, ‘Janice Lynn’ x ‘Séybrook Glory’. Named for one of Bob’s
granddaughters; registered 2005.
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‘BrianaMurin’ /RBS-63,,




Cross # 96-2-2, ‘Saybrook Glory’ x ‘Dorothy Clark’. Named for one of Bob’s

daughters; registered 2007.
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Cross # 97-2, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Bob'’s

‘ ophthalmologist; registered 2013.
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Cross #02-02, ‘Gartrel X75-08’ x ‘Saybrook Glory’. Named for Bob’s sister-in-
law

‘Eleanor Gayle’ RBS-97
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Cross # 97-2-2, ‘Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of NV-ASA's
charter members; registered 2013.
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‘Frances Louer’ RBS-SSi X
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Cross # 96-02-05, ‘Séybrook Glory’ x ‘Dorhy Clark’. Named for one of Bob’s
granddaughters; registered 2005.




‘Grace Katherine’ RBS-60
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Cross # 94-23-01, ‘CB #1’x Mitey White’. Named for one of Bob’s grandsons;
registered 2005
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Cross # 90 8 9, Desiree’ x ‘CB #1’ Named for one of NV—ASAs charter

members; registered 2013.
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Cross # 94-11-7, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ x ‘Florence Waldman’. Named for one of Bob’s
granddaughters; registered 2001.
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‘Jennifer Nicole’ RBS-33 _




fellow hybridizer.
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‘Judith Q

Cross # 97-11-04, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ X ‘Florence Waldman’. Named by Dr. Joe
Gutierrez.
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Cross # 94-11-1, ‘RBS 90- 8 7’ x ‘Florence Waldman’. Named for one of Bob’s
granddaughters; registered 2001



Cross # 97-02-03, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of Bob’s
daughters.
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-1’.Named for Carolyn and Paul

Cross #97-1-2, ‘RBS 94-20-1'x ‘RBS 94-10
Beck’s granddaughter.
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Cross # 97-2-1, ‘Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Susan Bauers

mother.
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Cross # 97-9, ‘RS 94-20-1’ x ‘Easter Morn’. Name chosen by Carolyn Beck for
its ‘Ooh-la-la impression’.
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Cross # 96-4-1, ‘Desiree’ x ‘Painted Tips’. Named for one of NV-ASA's charter
members; registered 2013.



0 Bruce’ RBS




Cross # 97-05-01, ‘Desiree’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for Leslie and Dave Nanney’s

daughter.
e

AN

N #
"

Marie""?RBSfM

1’ A‘i










Cross # 95 19-01, ‘CB #11’° x ‘Marian Lee’. Named for Bob’s niece
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‘Sue Ellen’ RB
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Legacy Project
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Goal:

Help ensure the continuation of knowledge
b of azalea hybridizers and their plants and
maintain true specimens of their cultivars.
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http://www.nv-asa.org/legacies
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Hybndizer blogropny

Benew ASA Hybridizer: Bob Stewart

Bob Stewart 18 a member of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the Azalea Society of Amerca  Over the years Bob has been a prolific and well known
hybridizer. Bob resides in Springheld, VA and started hybridizing in 1990 His approach was 1o cross tender plants with more hardy varieties, considering
factors such as bloom time, symmelry, size, hardiness and substance of the flowers. Bob named many of his varieties after family members Other
“unnamed” plants are numbered using the prefix RBS
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The Garden and Hybridizing

Program of Bob Stewart
Carolyn Beck—Oak Hill, Virginia

he Stewsrt garden offers 3 unique

enviconment for the azalea en-
thussiast 10 enjoy, It bas an exrensive
azaka collection representing many
hybrids with impeessive  diversity,
most of which will no¢ be found in any
garden center. Visiting this garden is
also 3n opportunity o observe an avid
hybridizing program in progress, and
a chance o gather wleas abowt innova-
tive pland care techniques.

Bob's gardening at his locsnon
in Spangfield. Vinmma, began nesrly
50 years o, shortly afer be finished
building a new home for his wife,
Betty, and their three children. Wiath
the constraction of the house complete
in 1960, Bob wis ready to landscape
Fortunately for us, he had just discov-
ored the world of azaleas, becoaming
enamoresd with them after seeing
few commonly known varieties.

There were two major chal-
lenges to the site, though. Firse, the
propesty was situated on 3 consider-
able slope. Second, the soil was thin,
overlying hardpan, a hand, compacted
tayer through which roots can't grow,
[t was not @ hospitable environment for
our ericaceous friends, or most plants
for that matier. However, 3 nice stand
of wees and an underground spring
brought the promise of gardening pos-
sibilities.

After installing an extensive sys-
tem of stairs to access the vanous ar-
ens, Bob 52t out to make a safe haven
for his Kureme acquisitions. He cov-
ered a hillside near the new house with
3 generows layer of topsoil and the
necessary amendmeats, Over time, the
cotlection grew as ke discovered more
and more inderesting bloom fypes.
Eventually, the hillside smctuded Back
Acres, Sarsuk) and many other hybrid
groups. The resukts can be seen on the
cover of Galle's book, Azaleas.

Growing up in Amherst, Massa-
chusetts, Bob had gamed experience

Stewan

¥ Ashiey Rueh

in the family carpentry business and had been involved in the Gire of thew veg
etable garden at home. Afler time in the Navy, Bob spent many years in the
construction business. All these skills; along with his innate cusiosity, mtuitive
nature, and conservationist tendencies, helped him solve the gardening problems
he faced in Virginia

Imparting toas of soil for the entire yard did not seem like a viable opton
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Legacy Project Output

* Hybrid information online
 Informational presentations



Legacy Project Output-

Cont'd
* Feature hybrids in “Legacy” gardens
- Private
- Public

* Legacy Nurseries



Some Other Bob Stewart Hybrids




‘Jake Frey’ RBS




Debra Lee’ RBS-49
-
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‘Barbara Bullock® RBS-85

“Named for Barbara Bullock of
the Natigfi@hArboretum




‘Betty Ellen’ RBS-27

Cross # 94-10-06, ‘RBS 90-8-7’ x ‘Midnight Flare’. Narhed for Bob’s wife; ;
registered 2003.




s @
Cross # 94-20-02, ‘Asahi Sak/gake X ‘Margaret Douglas’. Named for one of
Bob’s grandsons
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‘Karee Lynn’ RB
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Cross # 97-02-03, Mrs. Nancy Dipple’ x ‘Satellite’. Named for one of Bob’s
daughters




RBS 2002-05




