
4th Dynasty

• Sneferu

• Khufu

• Djedefre

• Khafre

• (Nebka II?)

• Menkaure

• Shepseskaf

• (Queen Khentkawes)

5th Dynasty

• Userkaf

• Sahure

• Neferirkare

• Shepseskare

• Raneferef

• Nyuserre

• Menkauhor

• Djedkare

• Unas

6th Dynasty

• Teti

• Userkare

• Pepi I

• Merenre

• Pepi II

• Queen Nitiqret



Hemiunu



4th Dynasty
Sneferu
Khufu
Djedefre
Khafre
(Nebka II?)
Menkaure
Shepseskaf
(Queen Khentkawes)

Beginning of the 5th Dynasty
Userkaf, son of Khentkawes?
Sahure, son of Khentkawes?



4th Dyn  5th/6th Dyn

• Non-royals begin to take admin 
positions/titles

• Officials’ tombs move away from the 
locations of royal pyramids

• Provinces administered by nomarchs
(district governors), buried in provincial 
tombs

• “Overseer of Upper Egypt” to complement 
the office of Vizier in Lower Egypt

• Private tombs get texts and decoration



Some functional titles of the Old Kingdom:
 Vizier  t3yty  zAb TAty
 Overseer of Royal Works  imy-r  kAt nzwt
 Overseer of Treasury  imy-r  pr-HD
 Overseer of the Granary  imy-r  Snwt
 Overseer of Upper Egypt  imy-r  Sm’w
 Great Overlord of Nome X (Nomarch)  Hry-tp aA n [X]
 Various priestly titles (in the 6th Dynasty, nomarchs are increasingly assigned temple functions)
 Guard/Attendant in some form of service to the king, at all status levels  Xnty-S
 Overseer of the Great Mansions (a legal position)  imy-r  Hwt wrt
 Overseer of the King’s Documents (highest scribal title)  imy-r  zS nzwt

Some ranking/honorary titles of the Old Kingdom:
 Hereditary noble (the most senior noble rank)  iry-p’t
 Count (2nd highest rank; but w/ geographic location it’s “mayor,” and functional)  H3ty-’
 King’s Son/Daughter (but + “of his body” might be a functional title)  s3-nzwt 
 Sole Companion  smr w’ty
 Royal Acquaintance  rx-nzwt
 Guard/Attendant as a ceremonial position for higher-ups  Xnty-S
 Revered One/One Who Has Been Provided for (in death)  imAxw



HAty-a
COUNT

imy-r Smaw
OVERSEER OF UPPER EG.

imy-r izt
COURTIER

zAw nxn
GUARDIAN OF
HIERAKONPOLIS

Hry-tp nxb
SUPERVISOR OF NEKHEB

smr wat
SOLE COMPANION

imAxw xr wsir xnty-imntyw
PROVIDED FOR (DEAD) UNDER OSIRIS, FOREMOST OF WESTERNERS

Wni
WENI



Weni, 6th Dynasty, Abydos



Textual Components of a Private Tomb
 Titulary
 Biography

 Idealized deeds

 Real deeds/career summary
 Appeal to the Living
 Offering Formula involving the king (Htp-d-nsw)



-- Henku, late OK nomarch



-- Rawer, 5th Dynasty priest



-- from the biography of Weni, 6th Dynasty



-- Nekhebu, 6th Dynasty Overseer of the 
Royal Works



-- Hezi, 6th Dynasty Vizier



“Leave (everything) and bring with you the pygmy which you have brought from the land of the inhabitants of 
the horizon, alive, in good health and strong so that he may dance for the God and make cheerful and rejoicing 
the heart of the king of Upper and Lower Egypt…If you come with him in the ship, set well-advised men about 
him on both sides of the boat and take care that he does not fall in the water. If he lies down to sleep during 
the night, have wise men to sleep beside him in his tent; go and check, ten times in the night. Because My 
Majesty wishes to see this pygmy more than all the tributes of Sinai or Punt.” – Pepi II as a young boy



Iny, a 6th Dynasty official

















The Abusir Papyri


