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THE' P. L. A. AND THE I' CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

T h i s  is a working  p a p e r  of t h e  DD/I S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  
S t a f f .  I t  is a s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  writer 's  s t u d y  of Febru- 
a r y  1967 (POLO-XXII, iiMaols ' C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' :  Its 
L e a d e r s h i p ,  Its S t r a t e g y ,  Its I n s t r u m e n t s ,  and I t s  Casua l -  
ties"), and is a companion-piece t o  a r e c e n t  s t u d y  by  
a n o t h e r  a n a l y s t  of t h e  s t a f f  (POLO-XXIV, *'Maols ' C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n ' :  O r i g i n  and  Development"). 

The F e b r u a r y  s t u d y  offered i n t e r  a l i a  t h e  p ropos i -  
t i o n s  t h a t  Mao had t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a t  e a c h  s t a g e ,  
t h a t  changes  i n  t h e  Ch inese  l eade r sh ip  r e p r e s e n t e d  p r i m a r i l y  
a p u r g e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a "power s t r u g g l e , "  and  t h a t  Mao was 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  m e t h o d i c a l l y  and  i n  g e n e r a l  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a 
scheme f o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  a p p a r a t u s  of power 
i n  China.  The F e b r u a r y  s t u d y  f u r t h e r  offered t h e  view 
t h a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  1967 was fo r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  dominance 
of Mao and h i s  team, and  fo r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  p rogres s - - a t  
v a r i o u s  speeds a t  v a r i o u s  poin ts - - toward  t h a t  r e o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t o  1 October 
1967,  d e a l s  m a i n l y  w i t h  Mae's c o n d u c t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  
i n  t h e  P.L.A. ( t h a t  is, t h e  p u r g e  and  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of me m i l i t a r y  a p p a r a t u s ) ,  w i t h  Mae's u s e  of t h e  P.L.A. a s  
a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  f l r e v o l u n o n t f  a s  a whole,  
and  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e s e  two concerns-- in  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  way i n  which Mao has  r e l i e v e d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  
o n  t h e  P.L.A. i n  p e r i o d s  of u r g e n t  need  fo r  t h e  P .L .A. ' s  
c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  r e s t o r i n g  and  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r .  I n  s u r -  
vey ing  deve lopmen t s  s i n c e  A p r i l ,  t h e  writer p l a c e s  g r e a t  
impor t ance  on t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of A p r i l  t h r o u g h  August w h i c h  
f o r b a d e  t h e  P.L.A. t o  open  f i r e  o n  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
and  o n  t h e  change  of p o l i c y  i n  e a r l y  September  which f i n -  
a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  P.L.A. t o  open  fire--a change  of p o l i c y  
which was f o l l o w e d  by a dramatic  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s o r d e r  
t h roughou t  C h i n a ,  The s t u d y  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a brief d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of t h e  scale  of t h e  pu rge  of t h e  P.L.A. leader- 
ship--one i n  f o u r  m i l i t a r y  commanders, o n e  i n  two p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r s - - a n d  of t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  pu rge  and  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  P.L.A. and  f o r  t h e  P.L.A. a s  a f a c t o r  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  s u c c e s s i o n .  
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The writer h a s  t a k e n  p r o f i t  from t h e  work of--and 
h a s  had r e w a r d i n g  t a l k s  with--many other a n a l y s t s  of 
t h e  Agency (of ONE, OCI, OER OSR, and DD/P) i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  his c o l l e a g u e s  of t h e  DDI/SRS, and a l s o  of other com- 
p o n e n t s  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  community ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
Depar tment  o f  S t a t e  and  DIA), and h a s  p r o f i t e d  a s  w e l l  
from exchanges  w i t h  members of t h e  I I - I 

t h  e 
'writer is i n  s u b s t a n t i d l  ag reemen t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  

academic  codmunity.  A i t h  

o b s e r v e r s  and i n  v i r t u a l l y  complete agreement  w i t h  a f e w ,  
t h i s  paper p r e s e n t s  s i m p l y  a working  t h e s i s  and  does n o t  
reflect  a n  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Directorate of I n t e l -  
l i g e n c e .  
addressed i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a c t i n g  chief  of t h e  

The DDI/SRS would welcome comments on  t h i s  p a p e r ,  

staff I I  t i  

I I y ._ 
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THE P.L.A. AND THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

Summary 

a 

The Small Purge  of 1959-60 

Prior t o  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  1966-67, t h e  l a s t  sub- 
s t a n t i a l  purge of t h e  PLA had been t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  smal l  
one of 1959. O p p o s i t i o n  t o  a r a n g e  of Mae's r a d i c a l  do- 
mestic a n d  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  was l e d  a t  t h a t  time by M i n i s t e r  
of  Defense Peng Te-huai .  Mao r e p l a c e d  Peng a t  once  w i t h  
L i n  P i a o ,  who had l o n g  been h i s  f a v o r i t e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  
b u t  had a l so  l o n g  b e e n ' . i l l .  Mao a t  t h e  same time r e p l a c e d  
t h e  PLA's chief-of-staff  w i t h  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  a s e c u r i t y  
s p e c i a l i s t ,  and purged  p e r h a p s  a dozen  o t h e r  h igh - rank ing  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  PLA. 

" R e c t i f  l c a t  i o n , "  1960-62 

I n  1960 and  1961 Mao and Lin  r e b u i l t  t h e  PLA 
a round  a " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign,  aimed a t  g a i n i n g  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f , t h e  p r i o r i t y  of p o l i t i c a l  fac tors .  The 
methods employed fo r  t h i s  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  were l a t e r  t o  
s e r v e  f o r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Mao and L i n  a t  t h e  
same time r e o r g a n i z e d ,  expanded and  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  P U I S  

p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  w h i l e  s e e k i n g  a l s o  t o  enhance  t h e  
c o m b a t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  PLA. The good showing of t h e  
PLA a g a i n s t  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  autumn 1962 a p p e a r e d  t o  v in -  
d ica te  t h e  approach  of Mao and L i n .  

The PLA a s  a Model, 1963-64 

I n  l a t e  1962,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  t o  a p p l y  t o  
C h i n e s e  society and  t h e  Ch inese  p a r t y  t h e  extreme methods 
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of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  p e r f e c t e d  i n  t h e  PLA; and he  
may a l r e a d y  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  is c o n j e c t u r a l )  have been  t h i n k -  
i n g  of Lin Piao as h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  L a t e  i n  1963, Mao i s s u e d  

I h i s  c a l l  t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  PLA,", and  i n  F e b r u a r y  1964 
1 a major campaign was l aunched  t o  t h i s  e n d .  A s  p a r t  of 
I t h i s ,  m i l i t a r y - t y p e  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  
i i n  i m p o r t a n t  sectors  of t h e  government .  A s  t h i s  new n e t -  ' work came t o  be s t a f f e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  by PLA f i g u r e s ,  t h e  

g round  was b e i n g  prepared for t h e  emergence of t h e  PLA a s  
t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  i l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
However, i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  b y  t h e  end  of 1964 Mao and 
L i n  had begun t o  be s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  PLA's c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  
Lo J u i - c h i n g .  

' z . 
l I n c r e a s e d  D i s s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  PLA, 1965 

I t  was a p p a r e n t  i n  e a r l y  1965 t h a t  Mao and Lin  had 
found  renewed o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i ce r  corps t o  t h e  ' 

emphas i s  on "po l i t i c s i i  i n  t h e  PLA and t o  all of t h e  ex- 
p r e s s i o n s  of th i s - - e .g . ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o f L  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a -  
t i o n ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of "men o v e r  weapons,i i  and  t h e  r e l a t e d  
d o c t r i n e  of "people 's  war." A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a per iod  of 
i n c r e a s e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of war w i t h  t h e  
U . S . ,  Lo a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  d i f f e r  w i t h  Mao and  L i n  an t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of how best t o  prepare for  war. Mao arid L i n  
r e sponded  t y p i c a l l y ,  by i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l emen t  
a t  t h e  expense  of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  and  p u b l i c l y  adplitted 
a c o n t i n u i n g  s e r i o u s  problem w i t h  " b o u r g e o i s  t h i n k i n g "  
i n  t h e  PLA. 

I The F a l l  of Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  L a t e  1965 

I n  November 1965 t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA began.  I n  
, e a r l y  November, Mao p l a n t e d  a h *  a r t i c l e  i n  a Shangha i  

newspaper a t t a c k i n g  a p l a y w r i g h t  who was t o  serve as a 
symbol of a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao. I n  mid-November, L i n  
P ia0  i s s u e d  a d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  PLAis work w h i c h  made t h e  

. .  
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test of t h e  l o y a l t y  and  competence of PIA cadres t h a t  
of whethe r  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  Mao's works a s  t h e i r  " h i g h e s t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s . "  Two weeks l a t e r ,  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  Lo Jui-  
c h i n g ,  on a v i s i t  t o  Shanghai ,  s u d d e n l y  disappeared.  Dis- 
a p p e a r i n g  a t  t h e  same time was Yang Shang-kun, a n  o f f i c e r  
of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  who h e l d  t w o  key  posts  i n  c e n t r a l  
committee o r g a n s  i n  w h i c h  he  would p r o b a b l y  have worked 
c l o s e l y  w i t h  Lo. 

t h e  hands  of t h e  Red Guards.  A s  f o r  Lo's case, n o t h i n g  
c a n  be d e m o n s t r a t e d  beyond t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e - w a s  n o t  re- 
garded a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r u s t w o r t h y - - a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion" - - to  be l e f t  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  con- 
t r o l  of troops t h a t  migh t  have. t o  be u s e d ,  and  i n  a p a r t y  
s e c u r i t y  post  w h i c h  would n e c e s s a r i l y  be i n v o l v e d ,  How- 
ever, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c r e d i b l e  charges i n  t h e  l o n g  list 
of crimes now a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Lo--most of wh ich  c a n  be 
summarized a s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  of " g i v i n g  first 
place t o  p o l i t i c s "  and r e s i s t a n c e  t o  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s  
of p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  a case s imi la r  t o  t h e  case made 
aga ins t  Peng Te-huai  i n  1959. T h i s  i n  i t se l f  would have  
marked Lo for p u r g i n g ;  a n d ,  beyond t h i s ,  t h e r e  is some 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Mao f e l t  t h a t  Lo i n  h i s  s e c u r i t y  post  would 
be a p o s i t i v e  obs tac le  t o  what  Mao had a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d  
was to  be a large-scale p u r g e .  And beyond t h i s ,  t h e  
s i m u l t a n e o u s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Lo and  Yang s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
Mao may r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  there  was a c t i v e  "consp i r acy"  
between those t w o ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of t h e i r  work- 
i n g  together  w i t h  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  aims of o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  of Ma0 and  L i n  and of e v e n t u a l l y  d i s l o d g i n g  L i n  
as head of t h e  PLA. Lo is cha rged  w i t h  i * c o n s p i r a c y "  a l s o  
w i t h  Peng Chen and  Lu T ing- i ,  t h e  f irst  t o p - l e v e l  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  t o  f a l l ;  p e r h a p s  Lo's a c t i v i t y  i n  Shanghai  was 
r e g a r d e d  a s  u n d e r t a k e n  on b e h a l f  of Peng and  Lu, t h o s e  
immedia t e ly  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  process Mao had set i n  motion 
i n  Shangha i .  

Lo and  Yang r e a p p e a r e d  onlyGin  J a n u a r y  1967, i n  
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The P o l i t i c a l  Work Conference and  t h e  F a l l  of L i a n g  Pi; 
Yeh, F e b r u a r y  1966 

The PLA' B G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  c a l l e d  a 
p o l i t i c a l  work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  J a n u a r y  1966 t o  s t u d y  Mae's 
d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  PLA and means of c a r r y i n g  o u t  L i n ' s  
" p r i n c i p l e s "  f o r  " g i v i n g  prominence  t o  p o l i t i c s . v f  W i t h i n  
a month,  L i n  c h o s e  t o  make a n  example  of a d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  i t s e l f ,  L i a n g  Pi-yeh.  
L i n  s a i d  l a t e r  t h a t  he  h i m s e l f  pu rged  L i a n g  i n  F e b r u a r y  
1966 f o r  c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  s h o u l d  be b e t t e r  coor-'* 
d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p rac t i ca l  work of m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r e d n e s s  
--one of t h e  c h a r g e s  made against  t h e  f a l l e n  Lo J u i - c h i n g .  

C .  

The S o - c a l l e d  flCoupll of Febnuary  1966  

Red Guard materials have c h a r g e d  t h a t  a flcoupff was 
a t t e m p t e d  i n  P e k i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966 ,  when Mao was a b s e n t .  
Accoun t s  of t h e  l tcouplf--as  d i s t i n c t  from o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  
o f  p l o t t i n g  g o i n g  on i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  f o r  a coup later--seem 
t o  re la te  to  some i n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  p a r t  of Peng Chen 
a g a i n s t  which  c o u n t e r - a c t i o n  may have b e e n  t a k e n  by Mad' 
o r  L i n  Piao. The r e p o r t e d  r e m a r k s  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o n  
t h i s  ma t t e r  have  d i f f e r e d  a s  to  whe the r  Peng w a s  p l o t t i n g  
a coup t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  b u t  t h e y  a g r e e  t h a t  no 
coup was s t a g e d .  

Some P r e p a r a t i o n s ,  Bpr ing  1966 

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1966,  w h i l e  t h e  PLA was t a k i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  l e a d  i n  t h e  l f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , t f  Mao and 
L i n  made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  l f r e v o l u t i o n f *  i n t o  t h e  
PLA i t s e l f  and  t o  make t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA a thorough-  
g o i n g  one. Madame Mao, who was t o  a c c u m u l a t e  an  impres- 
s i v e  list of v i c t i m s  a s  t h e  purge p r o c e e d e d ,  p r e p a r e d  t h e  

* ground w i t h  
Mao .h imse l f  
b u t  a l s o  t o  

a symposium on v f c u l t u r a l f l  w o r k ' i n  t h e  PLA. ' 
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  PLA t o  master i ts  s p e c i a l i t y '  
c o n d u c t  propaganda  and t a k e  p a r t  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  
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--a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  much of its u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a c t i -  
v i t y  i n  t h e  y e a r  ahead .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  (mid-May), a t  
a CCP c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e ,  L i n  Piao report- 
e d l y  charged t h a t  Peng Chen and  other  leaders s o u g h t  t o  
b r i n g  Mao down, and  h e  i m p l i e d  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  o t h e r s  (be- 
s i d e s  Peng)  would be p u r g e d ;  and a c e n t r a l  committee 
d i r e c t i v e  of 16 May s t a t ed  e x p r e s s l y  t h a t  Maols oppon- 
e n t s  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  PLA as w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  
Then o r  s o o n  thereafter,  L i u  Chih-chien ,  t h e  m o s t  impor t -  
a n t  r e m a i n i n g  d e p u t y  director  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment ,  was named t o  t h e  new c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group--under Chen Po-ta and Madame Mao--which was 
t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  ove ra l l  conduc t  of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n . l l  

The l l F a i l u r e l l  of t h e  Work-Teams. June - Ju lv  1966 

The  p e r i o d  of J u n e  and J u l y  1966 was dominated  by  
t h e  Itwork-teams , I 1  a s s i g n e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  I * c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n I I  t h r o u g h o u t  China.  The PLA s u p p l i e d  some of 
t h e  p e r s o n n e l  (even  leaders) for  work-teams o p e r a t i n g  i n  
n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and its own m i l i t a r y  academies  
and  schools s u f f e r e d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  teams. When t h e  
l i n e  f o l l o w e d  b y  these teams was s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  
a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t ,  L i u  Chih-chien was made t h e  
scapegoat for  t h i s  per iod,  a l t h o u g h  i n  f a c t  h e  had been  
i n  h i g h  f a v o r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The o f f e n s e s  of Ho Lung and  
some o t h e r  leaders who f e l l  from f a v o r  i n  December 1966 
were a l s o  backda ted  t o  J u n e  and J u l y ,  b u t  e v i d e n c e  is 
l a c k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were i n  c o l l u s i o n  t h i s  e a r l y .  

L i n  P i a o ' s  O u t l i n e  of t h e  P u r g e ,  August  1966 
f 

I n  e a r l y  August  1966 t h e  p a r t y  i s s u e d  a new, m i l i -  
t a n t  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  conduc t  of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n , l l  c a l l -  
i n g  f o r  a IIdaringII a t t a c k  on  Mae's , o p p o n e n t s  w l t h o u t  f e a r  
of I ' d i so rde r . I1  I n  t e l l i n g  PLA leaders how t o  c a r r y  t h i s  
o u t ,  L i n  P i a o  s t a t ed  t h a t  a l l  c a d r e s  were to  be judged  
--and promoted o r  purged--on t h e  b a s i s  of whe the r  t h e y  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of Mao or  n o t ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
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gave p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s  or n o t ,  and  whether  t h e y  had 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n t h u s i a s m  or n o t .  H e  a p p a r e n t l y  gave  t h e  
j o b  of e v a l u a t i n g  cadres p r i m a r i l y  t o  Yang Cheng-wu (Lo 
J u i - c h i n g ' s  s u c c e s s o r )  and  L i u  Chih-chien ,  t h e n  still i n  
f a v o r .  The p u r g e  of t h e  PLA a s  s k e t c h e d  by L i n  was t o  
be s y n c h r o n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  large-scale purge  of t h e  p a r t y  
a n d  governed  by t h e  same p r i n c i p l e s .  However, i t  was 
a p p a r e n t l y  to h i t  t h e  l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n l y  l i g h t l y  
if a t  a l l  and  was to  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  PLA's own 
i n s t r u m e n t s .  

The PLA Above t h e  S t r u g g l e ,  E a r l y  Autumn 1966 

In t h e  period of v i o l e n c e  w h i c h  followed t h e  ap- 
p e a r a n c e  of t h e  Red Guards  i n  mid-August 1966, t h e  PLA 
was o r d e r e d  t o  s t a n d  c l e a r ,  and  PLA u n i t s  t h e m s e l v e s  
were sometimes t h e  t a rge t s  of Red Guard a t t a c k s .  I n  t h e  
PLA i t se l f ,  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  proceeded  q u i e t l y  
--and, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a te r  judgment  of Mao and  L i n ,  
too s l o w l y .  The " r e v o l u t i o n "  was s t i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  and  academies, was r u n  by  PLA p a r t y  
committees ( r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  the s p e c i a l  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  teams t a k i n g  o v e r  f rom t h e  work-teams elsewhere), 
a n d  was pur sued  by more c o n s e r v a t i v e  methods t h a n  those  
employed o u t s i d e  t h e  PLA. L i u  Chih-chien w a s  l a t e r  made 
to  serve a s  t h e  scapegoat for  t h i s  period too. 

Greater M i l i t a n c y  and  t h e  F a l l  of L i u  Chih-chien,  L a t e  
Autumn 1966 

I n  e a r l y  October 1966 a MAC d i r e c t i v e  moved t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  m i l i t a r y  academies and schools 
into a h i g h e r  gear .  The d i r e c t i v e  r e v e r s e d  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  
t h e  work-teams (June and  J u l y )  and  t h e  PLA p a r t y  committees 
(August and September)  had t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
s t u d e n t s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  of t h e  more m i l i t a n t  and  d i s -  
o r d e r l y  me thods  a l r e a d y  i n  u s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  PLA, s p e c i f i e d  
t h a t  "bad e l e m e n t s "  were to  be b r o u g h t  down, u rged  a more 
m i l i t a n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

I 

I, , . 



of cadres s ta ted  by  L i n  Pia0 i n  Augus t ,  and  gave  t h e  lead- 
e r s h i p  t o  special c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams. The  PLA 
almost c e r t a i n l y  s e t  u p  a t  t h i s  t i m e  its f irst  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group, probably unde r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of L i u  
Chih-chien.  

A t  t h e  same time, t h e  MAC i s s u e d  a d i r e c t i v e - - i n  
t h e  s p i r i t  of L i n  P i a o ' s  c r i t e r i a - - w h i c h  may have  been  
i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  for  t h e  c o n d u c t  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA a s  a w h o l e .  T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  
r e p o r t e d l y  ordered a l l  PLA p e r s o n n e l  who e n c o u n t e r e d  
s t a t e m e n t s  or a c t i o n s  opposed  t o  Mao's t h o u g h t  or t o  t h e  
MAC'S p o l i c y  t o  repor t  t h i s  t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  I t  was i n  
t h i s  period of October and  November t h a t  L i u  Chih-chien  
f e l l  from f a v o r ;  h e  was charged w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  m i l i t -  
a n c y  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
schools, and he m a y , a l s o  have  f a i l e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  Mao's 
"oppanen t s .  

The F a l l  of Ho Lung and  O t h e r $ ,  December 1966 

€Io Lung, who r a n k e d  j u s t  below L i n  Piao as a d e p u t y  
cha i rman  of t h e  MAC b u t  had been  i n  some degree of t r o u b l e  
by November, was i n  d i sgrace  by 18 December, when Madame 
Mao denounced him. Ho and  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  
who a p p a r e n t l y  f e l l  a t  t h e  same time- (Huang H s i n - t i n g  and 
Kuo Lin-hgiang of t h e  Chengtu  M i l i t a r y  Region ,  Liao Han- 
s h e n g  of t h e  P e k i n g  M i l i t a r y  Region ,  Su Chen-hua of t h e  
Navy, and  Hsu Kuang-ta of t h e  Armored F o r c e s ) ,  p l u s  a 
number of lesser f i g u r e s  who may or may n o t  have f a l l e n  
a t  j u s t  t h i s  time--were s o o n  charged w i t h  h a v i n g  acted 
i n  c o l l u s i o n  a g a i n s t  L i n  Piao; and a n o t h e r  major f i g u r e ,  
Yang Yung of t h e  P e k i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  was l a t e r  charged 
w i t h  hav ing  been a member of t h i s  cabal .  A s  i n  t h e  case 
of Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  there  a r e  s e v e r a l  credible  charges  i n  
t h e  l o n g  list of crimes a t t r i b u t e d  to  Ho Lung, b u t ,  a s  
i n  L o ' s  case, a l l  t h a t  c a n  be s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  charge of 
c o l l u s i o n  among these m i l i t a r y  leaders  is t h a t  t h e  s i m u l t -  
a n e o u s  f a l l  of s e v e r a l  of them s u g g e s t s  a g a i n  t h a t  Mao 
may r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  i t ,  a t  least  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of t h e i r  
work ing  together t o  resist t h e  o n s l a u g h t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  



r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA. T h i s  would have been  a c r e a t e d  
o p p o s i t i o n ,  one  which deve loped  and  c o a l e s c e d  i n m t t e r  
h a l f  of 1966 a s  t h e  l t r e v o l u t i o n ? l  i n  t h e  PLA i n t e n s i f i e d .  

I 

The P u r g e  of t h e  R e g i o n a l  and  P r o v i n c i a l  Commands, 1966 

By t h e  e n d  of 1966, when i t  was e v i d e n t . t h  
m i g h t  have t o  s e n d  t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n  t o  restore and 
m a i n t a i n  order,  i t  was a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  leaders of 
t h e  PLA's m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and m i l i t a r y  dis t r ia t ;  
is, t h e  commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s  there- : r e a d y  been  h i t  h a r d  by t h e  p u r g e .  Of t h e  24 key  fd fgures  

i of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  a:t l e a s t  t e n  had been rep laced ,  
I i n  1966 (and an e l e v e n t h  was s o o n  t o  f a l l ) ,  and  t h e  s t l t p s  
1 of s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  was i n  d o u b t .  And of t h e  44 key : € i g u r e s  
of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ,  a t  least, 14  h a d s o b e e n  
replaced i n  1966, and  t h e  s t a t u s  of as many more was i n  
d o u b t .  No i n f o r m a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  leaders  of 
armies i n  t h e  f i e l d .  The great  m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  r e p l g o e d  
i n  bo th  t h e - : :  r e g i o n s  and  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  were p o l i t i c a l ' - - '  
o f f i ce r s ,  most of whom had been  made v u l n e r a b l e  p r i m a r i l y  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o n c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  - p a r t y t a p p a r a t u s .  

' I)' 

1 1  .: 

a s  t h e  new c h i e f  and  t h e  Madame a s  h i s  ? ' a d v i s o r q 1  and de 
fac to  s u p e r i o r .  O t h e r s  who had had i m p o r t a n t  roles i n  
t h e  l t r e v o l u t i o n q l  i n  t h e  PLA--e.g., Hsiao Huq and  Yapg ', 
Cheng-wu--were named h i s  d e p u t i e s .  The PLA newspaper  , 
a t  t h e  time cal led f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  p r o c e  
t a n t l y  i n  " a l l  h igh - rank ing  l e a d i n g  organs"  of 
( a s  well a s  i n  its academies and  schools and l l w l t u r a l t q  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of a low-hey 
program of " e d u c a t i o n f f  i n  t h e  l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s :  ( M R o  I 

and  L i n  were a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  d i s r u p t i o n  of 
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t h e  uppe r  l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA, b u t  n o t  of l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
w h i c h  m i g h t  have  to be s e n t  i n t o  a c t i o n . )  F o r  r e a s o n s  
still n o t  c lear ,  s e v e r a l  members of t h e  new PLA/CRG were 
attacked i n  Red Guard posters w i t h i n  a few days ,  b u t  o n l y  
two l o w - l e v e l  members f a i l ed  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  a t t acks  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

The T e e t e r  and  Recovery  of Hsiao Hua', J a n u a r y  1967 

In mid-January Hsiao Hua, d i rector  of t h e  G e n e r a l  
P o l i t i c a l  Depar tmen t ,  teetered under  a t t a c k  b u t  r e c o v e r e d ,  
H e  had been  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  posters i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y ,  was 
g i v e n  a v o t e  of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  1 2  J a n u a r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  
a s  s e n i o r  d e p u t y  c h i e f  of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  PWI/CR6, b u t  
a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d  to  be c r i t i c i zed  by other  l e a d e r s  
i n  f a v o r  f o r  errors i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  revo-  
l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA--the " r i g h t i s t "  errors for  w h i c h  h i s  
d e p u t i e s ,  L i a n g  Pi -yeh  and  L i u  Ch ih -ch ien ,  had been  
pu rged .  Chen Po-ta  and  Madame Mao took t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
in a t  l e a s t  one  meeting--on 19 Janua ry - - to  c r i t i b i ze  
Hsiao, and Yang Yung, commander of t h e  P e k i n g  M i l i t a r y  
Reg ion ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  p u b l i c i z e d  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
in t h e  hope of r e d u c i n g  some t r o u b l e  h e  h i m s e l f  was i n .  
Chou E n - l a i  repel led t h e  a t t acks  o n  $siao on 2 1  J a n u a r y ,  
making c l e a r  t h a t ,  w h i l e  Hsiao had qade m i s t a k e s ,  he 
r ema ined  i n  f a v o r ;  Chou a l s o  d e n i e d  t h a t  Chen had made 
remarks about Hsiao w h i c h  c o u l d  be t a k e n  a s  d e r o g a t o r y  
t o  t h e  PLA. Chen and t h e  Madame were n o t  p u n i s h e d  f o r  
t h e i r  p r i v a t e  cr i t ic ism of Hsiao, b u t  Yang Yung was 
b roken  immedia te ly- -both  f o r  r e v e a l i n g  i t  and for  h i s  
v e r s i o n  of i t .  

The Order t o  t h e  PLA t o  I n t e r v e n e ,  Late J a n u a r y  1967 

I n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y ,  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s -  (composed m a i n l y  of older  m i l i t a n t s  from t h e  
w o r k i n g - c l a s s ,  s h a p i n g  u p  s i n c e  November t o  supp lemen t  
t h e  Red Guards from t h e  schools) began  t o  "seize power" 
from p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  Pek ing- - tha t  is, t o  t a k e  
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o v e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  from t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  an'd inad4!Sbe - I '  

p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i t i f l e 3  
of these  'lrebelsTf (a  t e r m  t h e r e a f t e r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e c  Redd ' 
G u a r d s ) ,  by :mid-January  China was i n  a s t a t &  of & e a t ,  
d i s o r d e r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  mid-January ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  
became concerned--a  c o n c e r n  probably r e i n f o r c e d  by Chou 
and t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders - -wi th  t h e  s c a l e  and  p o t e n t i a l .  
of t h e  d i sorder ,  and was e v i d e n t l y  persua 'ded t h a t  t h e  

would n o t  be a b l e  to a d m i n i s t e r  t h e . c o w n t r y  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of the PLA. On 
23 Janua ry ,  a new d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA r e s c i n d e d  t h e  
d i r e c t i v e s  w h i c h  had kept  the. PLA b u t  of actiofi and 
ordered t h e  PIA now to  s u p p o r t  the  ivgenu ine t '  left ists .  ' 

T h e r e  was probably l i t t l e  o g p o s l t i o n  among PLA l e a d e r s  
t o  a d i r e c t i v e  wh ich  c o u l d  be, used  to  restore order ,  
b u t  some PLA leaders  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  were p r o b a b l y  con- 
c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  terms of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  and  a b o u t ' t h e  
l ack  of clear g u i d a n c e  for  its i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  

R e a s s u r a n c e s  

A t  t h e  end  of Janua ry  and  i n  e a r l y  Februa ry , ' he$d  
d i r e c t i v e s  m o d i f i e d  t h e  m i l i t a n t  c o n d u c t  of t h e  r e v b l u - '  
t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA i t s e l f  w h i c h ' h a d "  
been  ca l led  f o r  in mid-January--a n e c e s s a r y  modiqicati"d'n, 
i n  view of t h e  PLA's a s s i g n m e n t  t o  restore oPder and * 

a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  These d i r e c t i v e s  provi 'ded for ' 

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  be conduc ted  a t  t h e s e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
(now f u l l y  o c c u p i e d )  as oppacr tuni ty  p e r m i t t e d , ' a t l d  as- 
s i g n e d  t h e  c o n d u c t  of it a h  these l e v e l s  toIPLA p a r t y  
committees; t h e y  forbad8 t h e  u s e  of force,  a r r e s t s  w i t h -  
out orders,  and p h y a f c a l  h a r a s s m e n t ;  t h e y  a l s o  forbade 
t h e  " s e i z u r e  of power" i n  m i l i t a r y  " l eade r sh ipT i  o r g a n s  
and a s s a u l t s  on m i l i t a r y  o r g a n s  of a n y  k i n d ;  a n d  t h e y  
a l s o  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  " 'educat ionf1 w a s  s u f f i c i e n t  for l i n e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( a t  l e a s t  of d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  and  below). 
These d i r e c t i v e s  amounted t o  r e a s s u r a n c e s  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s - - i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  l i n e  u n i t s  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  
t o  do  some f i g h t i n g - - t h a t  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  PLA a s  a whole  
would n o t  be carr ied o u t  t o  t h e  extreme d e g r e e  or i n  t h e  
w i l d  way t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  of tihe p a r t y  had b e e n ,  a n d  t h a t  
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t h e  m a j o r i t y  of PLA l e a d e r s  whom Mao and L i n  wanted  to  
p u r g e  had a l r e a d y  been  purged .  These  r e a s s u r a n c e s  prob- 
a b l y  d i d  h e l p  t o  make t h e  PLA a r e l i a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  
t h e  new s tage of t h e  

The PLA O c c u p a t i o n  of Ch ina ,  L a t e  January-March 1967 

PLA commanders everywhere  i n  China a p p a r e n t l y  
a c t e d  s w i f t l y  t o  restore o r d e r  under  t h e  terms of t h e  23 
J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e - - e v i d e n t l y  t a k i n g  t h i s  a s  t h e i r  i m -  
m e d i a t e  m i s s i o n .  W i t h i n  a few weeks, t h e  PLA had re- 
stored order s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  be ab le  t o  take  f u r t h e r  
s t e p s  t o  c a r r y , o u t  its l o n g e r - r a n g e  p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n .  
(The re  r e m a i n e d  i n  place, however,  i n  some p a r t s  of Ch ina ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  whom Mao and  h i s  team 
d i d  n o t  t r u s t ,  e .g .  Wang En-mao i n  S i n k i a n g ,  men whom 
Mao p l a n n e d  t o  move a g a i n s t  l a t e r . )  

I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  its p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n ,  l o o k i n g  
toward t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" 
( g o v e r n i n g  bodies composed of PLA o f f i c e r s ,  a c c e p t a b l e  
p a r t y  cadres, a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  "rebels") , t h e  
PLA r a n  i n t o  t r o u b l e  from t h e  s t a r t .  One f a c t o r  e v i d e n t l y  
was t h a t  i n  many or most cases P e k i n g  i t se l f  d i d  n o t  know 
enough a b o u t  t h e  local s i t u a t i o n  t o  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  
PLA commander of t h e  spot c lear  d i r e c t i v e s  a b o u t  whom t o  
s u p p o r t .  I n  t h o s e  cases, t h e  PLA a p p a r e n t l y  engaged  i n  
a h o l d i n g  a c t i o n  w h i l e  it t r i e d  t o  s o r t  t h i n g s  o u t ,  and  
i t  had a h a r d  t i m e  w i t h  t h i s .  Ano the r  f ac to r  was t h a t  
t h e  g u i d a n c e  p r o v i d e d  a t  t h i s  t ime-- in  l e a d e r s h i p  s t a t e -  
men t s  and t h e  p a r t y  press--was i n  a p p a r e n t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
a t  l e a s t  t h e  nominal  terms of t h e  g e n e r a l j d i r e c t i v e  t h e  PLA 
was o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r .  T h a t  is, t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
had o r d e r e d  t h e  PLA t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  "genuine"  l e f t i s t s  
--which, a s  p r e v i o u s l y  d e f i n e d ,  would mean t h e  most m i l i -  
t a n t  o f  t h e  "rebel9' g r o u p s  and t h e  k i n d  of l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  
who would f i n d  f a v o r  w i t h  them; b u t  t h e  s i g n a l s  f rom 
Pek ing  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t h e  e f f ec t  t h a t  t h e  extreme 
m i l i t a n t s  were o u t  of f a v o r  or a t  best i n  q u a l i f i e d  f a v o r  
a t  a t i m e  when t h e  main job was t o  r e s to re  and  m a i n t a i n  
o r d e r .  The PLA i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  p e r h a p s  b a f f l e d  a t  f i r s t ,  



seemed i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t a k e  t h e s e  s i g n a i s  as a mandate  . 
t o  f i n d  a g a i n s t ,  and  t o  s u p p r e s s ,  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  of 
t h e  "rebel" g r o u p s  on t h e  s p o t .  By t h e  end  of March, 
t h e  PLA was a c t i n g  so aggressively a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  
t h a t  Mao was c o n c e r n e d  for  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  good h e a l t h  of 
t h e  young V e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u e c e s s o r s . f t  I t  seems c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  PLA's a c t i o n s  o f  t h l s  .k ind i n  F e b r u a r y  and 
March were a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  ill- 
P e e l i n g  e x p r e s s e d  l a t e r  %in t h e  y e a r  i n  p e r s i s t e n t  fqrebelq'  
d e n u n c i a t i o n  and  d e f i a n c e  of the PLA and e v e n  p h y s i c a l  
a t t a c k s  on  PLA p e r s o n n e l .  

The L e a s h i n g  of t h e  P L A , , . & p  i d  a967 
,, '. 

The PLA was l e a s h e d  a g a i n  i n  A p r i l ,  almost c e r t a i n l y  
on o r d e r s  of Mao h i m s e l f ,  and p o s s i b l y  f o l l o w i n g  a n  in -  
Eipection t o u r  by  Lim Piao-. Zn a 30 March s p e e c h ,  Li'n 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  PLA would now .be restricted i n  its u s e  of 
arms and o t h e r  forms of c o e r c i o n ,  and emphas ized  t h a t  PLA 
u n i t s  were t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on t h e i r  own i n i % i a t i v e  b u t  
were t o  a c t  o n l y  on orders from above  (a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  PLA- been  found g u i l t y  of " m i s t a k e s " ) .  T h i s  
order d i r e c t l y  f rom L in - -h igh ly  i m p o r t a n t  i n  h o l d i n g  t h e  
PLA t o  a c a u t i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of its m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h  
s u m m e r  1967--was embodied i n  .a 1 0 - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  
MAC on 6 A p r i l .  

The 6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  forbade t h e  PLA t o  open 
f i r e  on f trebel?t  g r o u p s  ( i t  d i d  n o t  e v e n  a l l o w  f o r  extreme 
p r o v o c a t i o n ) ,  t o  make mass arrests, t o  c l a s s i f y  t t rebel lv  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  com%wr-revolutionary w i t h o u t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, o r  to  u s e  force t o  get c o n f e s -  
s i o n s  or to p u n i s h ;  and i t  ca l l ed  fo r  t h e  PLA t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  r i g h t i s t  c a d r e s  were n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  l e f t i s t  
rebels. Whereas t h e  i n t e n t  and e f fec t  of t h e  23 J a n u a r y  
d i r e c t i v e  ( r e i n f o r c e d  by s i g n a l s  from P e k i n g )  had been  ' 
t h a t  o f  r e s t o r i n g  order,  p l a c i n g  t h e  prrebelsff  in a p o s i -  
t i o n  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  PLA, t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  p l a c e d  
t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  PLA i n s t e a d ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e d i c t a b l e  
consequence  t h a t  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  I t r e b e l s t ?  would a s s e r t  
t h e m s e l v e s  more a g g r e s s i v e l y  t h a n  e v e r ,  ( T h i s  p o l i c y  c o u l d  
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o n l y  have  dismayed many l e a d e r s  of t h e  PLA.) 
A p r i l ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  i n t e n s i v e  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on  Hsu 
Hs iang-ch ien ,  who was t o  b e  made a s c a p e g o a t  fo r  t h e  PLA's 
"mis t akes"  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  t e n  
d a y s  l a t e r ,  Madame Mao r e p o r t e d l y  d i s m i s s e d  Hsu a s  c h i e f  
of t h e  PIA'S C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group and s a i d  t h a t  H s i a o  
Hua ( G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ) ,  H s i e h  Fu-chih ( M i n i s t e r  
of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y 1  and  Yang Cheng-wu ( a c t i n g  c h i e f - o f -  
s t a f f )  would now r u n  i t .  A t  t h e  end of A p r i l ,  t h e  o n l y  
t o p - l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  leaders s t i l l  c l ea r ly  i n  f a v o r  were 
L i n  Piao, t h o s e  t h r e e ,  and Su Yu (a  Deputy M i n i s t e r  of 
Defense), t h e  f i v e  o f f i c e r s  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  core of 

I blamed loca l  PLA leaders  f o r  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
I llmassesl? ( t h u s  u n d e r l i n i n g  Lin P i a o ' s  30 March speech) ,  
I and  Chou E n - l a i  conf i rmed  t h a t  t h e  PLA leaders i n  most 

Also on  6 

I t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Su Yu 
I 

I of t h e  p r o v i n c e s  had n o t  been  ab le  t o  move v e r y  f a r  f o r -  
ward w i t h  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n .  

D i s o r d e r  and  Response ,  May-June 1967 

I n  l a t e  A p r i l ,  May and  e a r l y  J u n e ,  there was a g a i n  
s e r i o u s  and i n c r e a s i n g  d i s o r d e r  i n  Ch ina ,  i n .  p a r t  t h e  
r e s u l t  of t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  p l a c i n g  c r i p p l i n g  restric- 
t i o n s  on  t h e  PLA. Much of t h i s  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  "un- 
p r i n c i p l e d v 1  s t ruggle- -among "rebel1* o r g a n i z a t i o n s  compet ing  
f o r  p o s i t i o n .  Much of i t ,  however ,  a p p a r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
l l p r i n c i p l e d l l  s t r u g g l e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  f i g h t i n g  g r o u p s  t e n d e d  
t o  d i v i d e  be tween those a l i g n e d  w i t h  and  those h o s t i l e  
t o  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  P e k i n g  was k e e p i n g  
b o t h  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d - - s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  llrebelslt and  
l e a v i n g  t h e  loca l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  p l a c e ,  

As of e a r l y  May, Mao's immediate c o n c e r n  was s t i l l  
more w i t h  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  f a u l t s  of t h e  PLA i n  h a n d l i n g  
t h e  "rebels" t h a n  w i t h  t h e  t r o u b l e s  c a u s e d  by t h e  rebels 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  a s  d i s o r d e r  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  s h i f t e d .  
I n  mid-May t h e  new P e k i n g  m u n i c i p a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee 
( i n s t a l l e d  i n  A p r i l )  i s s u e d  a s t i f f  s i x - p o i n t  n o t i c e  for- 
b i d d i n g  t h e  rebels  t o  u s e  force or. t o  d e s t r o y  or seize 
s t a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  and c a l l i n g  f o r  $ ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ; "  
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and on  22 May, t h e  p a r t y  newspaper  c a l l e d  for  a n  end t o  
v i o l e n c e  everywhere .  However, large-scale c l a s h e s  i n  
ma@'. p r o v i n c e s  c o n t i n u e d .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  p r o v i n c i a l  broad- 
c a s t s  had made c lear  t h a t  rebel v i o l e n c e  was p r e v e n t i n g  
t h e  p r o v i n c e s  from s e t t i n g  up  or o p e r a t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees and  a f t e r  Mao h imse l f  had r e p o r t e d l y  s t a t e d  
h i s  d i s f a v o r  f o r  a r m e d s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  l e a d e r s ' i n  Pek ing  on 
6 J u n e  p r o v i d e d  a new direct ive.  T h i s  c a l l e d  for  an  end  
t o  t h e  v i o l e n t  o f f e n s e s  of t h e  "rebels," and  gave  l o c a l  
PLA commands t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for e n f o r c i n g  t h e  order. 
I t  d i d  not, however,  g i v e  them t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  
a s  i t  d i d  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  them t o  u s e  any  degree of armed 
force a g a i n s t  mass o r g a n i z a t i a n s  (even t o  de fend  them- 
s e l v e s ) .  I n  o the r  words,  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e  m o d i f i e d  
L i n  P i a o ' s  30 March d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA n o t  t o  a c t  w i t h -  
o u t  express o rde r s  from a b o v e ,  b u t  i t  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  t h e  
MAC'S 6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  w h i c h  had f o r b i d d e n  t h e  PLA t o  
open  f i re  on  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  was a c r i t i c a l  
weakness ,  

Mi ldness  and  "Media t ion ,"  J u n e  and  E a r l y  J u l y  1967 

Disorder i n  a l l  p a r t s  of China c o n t i n u e d  i n  g e n e r a l  
a s  i f  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  I n  l a t e  J u n e ,  
t h e  PLA newspaper  reaff i rmed t h a t  t h e  PLA was n o t  t o  u s e  
force a g a i n s t  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b u t  was i n s t e a d  t o  "rea-  
son" w i t h  o f f e n d e r s .  Pek ing  s o o n  decided t o  u n d e r t a k e  
m e d i a t i o n  i n  some e s p e c i a l l y  t r o u b l e d  a r e a s - - i n  o ther  
words, t o  get  agreement  f r o m  tlrebelll g r o u p s  t o  obey t h e  
6 June d i r e c t i v e .  I n  t h e  first t w o  weeks of J u l y ,  a 
d e l e g a t i o n  headed by H s i e h  Fu-chih  t o u r e d  t h e  Sou thwes t ,  
g e t t i n g  a n  agreement  of' t h i s  k i n d  from t h e  w a r r i n g  "rebels" 
i n  Kunming and  p o s s i b l y  from those i n  Chengtu and  Chung- 
k i n g .  By mid-Ju ly ,  however,  r e p o r t i n g  from a l l  p a r t s  of 
China I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  disorders were s p r e a d i n g  and  becoming 
more s e r i o u s ,  and  it was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e  
had p o s i t i v e l y  encouraged  t h e  forces of d isorder - -by  making 
c l e a r  t o  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  still get away w i t h  i t .  
The r e p o r t i n g  conf i rmed  t h a t  a s  of mid-July t h e  PLA was 
S t i l l  n o t  permit ted t o  u s e  armed force a g a i n s t  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s .  



:-- I 

The Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and t h e  B a c k l a s h ,  Late J u l y  1967 

H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  went  on t o  Wuhan i n  m i d -  
J u l y .  a n d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e d i a t i n g  be tween w a r r i n g  '*rebelt1 
g r o u p s ,  t o l d  t h e  l oca l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  had 
been  b a c k i n g  t h e  wrong g r o u p s  and t h a t  P e k i n g  was now 
g i v i n g  its o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  Those  who 
were r u l e d  a g a i n s t  r e f u s e d  t o  accept t h i s ,  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  
c o o p e r a t i o n  of e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA i n  Wuhan, s u b j e c t e d  
H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  i n d i g n i t i e s .  T h i s  i n f u r i a t e d  t h e  
l e a d e r s  in P e k i n g  and  a l a r m e d  some of them; Madame Mao, 
fo r  example ,  c a l l e d  on  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses to  arm 
t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  e n e m i e s ,  a l i n e  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  
c o n t r i b u t e d  h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d ,  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  
f i g h t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of China a f t e r  t h e  Wuhan I n c i -  
d e n t .  The Wuhan commander was blamed i n  p a r t  f o r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  and was s w i f t l y  removed and  r e p l a c e d .  

I 

I 
I 

1 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  of other  m i l i t a r y  , 
r e g i o n s  were summoned t o  P e k i n g  and warned a g a i n s t  s u c h  
l a c k  of d i s c i p l i n e .  A l though  t h e  a s sembled  m i l i t a r y  
leaders may have been  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  put: t he i r  
own c a s e  t o  L in  Piao and  Chou E n - l a i  (Mao was a p p a r e n t l y  
a b s e n t ) ,  t h e y  were p r o b a b l y  t o l d  by L i n  and  Chou t h a t  t h e y  
would h e n c e f o r t h  be be I d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  p l a c i n g  t h e  I'rebelv' 
g r o u p s  selected by P e k i n g  i n  dominant  p o s i t i o n s f  nwseover ,  
t h e y  were g i v e n  no a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  c o n t i n u e  
t o  be subjec t  t o  'frebel" a t t a c k s ,  and t h e y  were g i v e n  no  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  u s e  armed force a g a i n s t  "rebels." They may 
a l s o  have  been  t o l d ,  and  c o u l d  have deduced  from t h e  p a r t y  
a n d  m i l i t a r y  press i n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h a t  P e k i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  
p u r g e  some a d d i t i o n a l  leaders  of t h e  PLA ( i n c l u d i n g  some 
of t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s  i f  n e c e s s a r y ) .  I n  t h e  same week, 
Chou announced t h a t  t h e  Hunan m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  had made 
t'errors19 and would  be r e o r g a n i z e d ,  an  e a r n e s t  of t h e  f a t e  
a w a i t i n g  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who d i d  n o t  f u l l y  co- 
operate ,  The P U I S  l e a d e r s  had abundan t  r e a s o n ,  a t  t h e  
end  of J u l y ,  t o  be c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  
toward  t h e m .  
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R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Momentum and t h e  F a l l  of H s i a o  Hua, E a r l y  1 

August  1967 

. .  . .  

Mao's problem a s  of e a r l y  August  seemed t o  be t h a t  
of m a i n t a i n i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  momentum w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 
time b r i n g i n g  unde r  c o n t r o l  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e r i o u s  d i s -  
orders. I n  e a r l y  Augus t ,  a p p a r e n t l y  as a n  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  t h e  first of these o b j e c t i v e s  had 
t h e  p r i o r i t y .  The re  was .a new emphasis on  t h e  r a p i d  pre- 
f e r m e n t  of P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r j . t e  *frebelll g r o u p s ,  and P e k i n g  . 
i n t e r v e n e d  i n  s e v e r a l  places t o  e n s u r e  t h i s ,  moving t r o o p s  
t o  back up d e c i s i o n s  and  r e o r g a n i z e  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y .  
commands, Moreover,  i n  mid-August, posters announced t h e  ' 

f a l l  of Hsiao Hua,  t h e  dkrec tor  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment  and leader  of t h e  PLd"s C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
Group w h o  had s u r v i v e d  a t t a c k s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  year ,  a n d  i n -  
d ica ted  t h a t  s e v e r a l  other m i l i t a r y  leaders  ( m o s t l y  m i l i -  
t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers )  had 
been  broug,h t  down a t  the same t i m e .  I 

A S h i f t  in E m p h a s i s ,  L a t e  August  1967 

Mao ' i n  mid-August offered a n  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  w h i c h  he  expressed c o n f i d e n c e  
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  get--was ge t t i ng - -Ch ina  i n t o  good Shape ,  
one  area a t  a t i m e ,  and t h a t  he had r e l i ab le  leaders in 
p l a c e  i n  m o s t  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commands ( b u t  
n o t  i n  S i n k i a n g ) .  B u t  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  . 
f i g h t i n g ,  and  a s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e  
"rebels,vf t h e r e  was a r e t u r n  fo a n  emphas i s  on m e a s u r e s  
t o  c o n t r o l  disorder.  The p a r t y  plress c a n c e l l e d  Madame 
Mao's  l a t e  J u l y  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  "rebels" to arm them- 
s e l v e s ,  and  r e v e r s e d  t h e  l a t e  J u l y  l i n e  on t h e  need  f o r  

' 

a f u r t h e r  pu rge  of t h e  PLA--thus s e e k i n g  t o  deter t h e  
"rebels" from s e i z i n g  a rms  from t h e  PLA and from a t t a c k -  
i n g  PIA p e r s o n n e l .  Pek ing  a l s o  directed t h e  f trebels" t o  
s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  weapons t o  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
and  c o n t i n u e d  i ts  e f f o r t s  t o  t tmediatett  i n  a r e a s  of s e r i o u s  
d isorder ,  T h e r e  was s t i l l ,  however ,  w i d e s p r e a d  d i so rde r  
a t  t h e  end  of A u g u s t ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  measu res  t a k e n  b y  
P e k i n g  d i d  n o t  add u p  t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  r e s p o n s e .  I n  par- . c  

t i c u l a r ,  t h e  PLA s t i l l  l a c k e d  a d i r e c t i v e - w h i c h  would 
permit i t  t o  use whatever  degree of armed force was neces-  
s a r y  t o  e n f o r c e  P e k i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n s .  



E f f e c t u a l  E f fo r t s  A g a i n s t  Disorder ,  September  1967 

On 5 September, Mao's team f i n a l l y  g a v e  t h e  PLA 
a s e r i o u s  weapon w i t h  wh ich  t o  b r i n g  d i s o r d e r s  unde r  
c o n t r o l - - t h e  express a u t h o r i t y  t o  open f i re  o n  mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s .  The d i r e c t i v e  was p u t  i n  terms of c o u n t e r -  
i n g  a t tempts  t o  seize weapons from t h e  PLA, b u t  i t  c o u l d  
be used  to r e c o v e r  weapons,  t o  repel  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  
of a n y  k i n d  on PLA p e r s o n n e l ,  and t o ' e n f o r c e  a g r e e m e n t s  
among "rebel" g r o u p s  and P e k i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
these g r o u p s .  On t h e  same day Madame Yao, s p e a k i n g  for  
Mao, made it o f f i c i a l  t h a t  Mao's team was now f n - * b a r n e s t  
about p u t t i n g  a n  end t o  disorder ;  among other  t h i n g s ,  s h e  
w i t h d r e w  h e r  own r e m a r k s  of l a t e  J u l y  w h i c h  had c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  d isorder ,  f o r b a d e  a n y  f u r t h e r  a t t acks  o n  t h e  PLA, 
and warned t h a t  t h e  5 September d i r e c t i v e  would be used  
s e r i o u s l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e n c o u r a g i n g  a m i l i t a n t  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  of t h a t  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  Madame i n  effect  was 
t e l l i n g  t h e  PLA t h a t  there was n o t  t o  be a n o t h e r  s u b s t a n -  
t i a l p u r g e  of PLA l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  e v e n  though  some 
of them t h e n  i n  place m i g h t  be i n  d i s f a v o r .  

t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  and  took s t e p s  t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of u r b a n  workers. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  and  p a r t y  press t o l d  t h e  PLA t h a t ,  i n  h a n d l i n g  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i t  was l ess  i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
to make f i n e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  among them t h a n  t o  
take a c t i o n  t o  restore order. Before t h e  f o u r t h  week of 
September, a d r a m a t i c  improvement had become e v i d e n t  i n  
s e v e r a l  of t h e  a r e a s ' i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  had been s e r i o u s  f i g h t -  
i n g  a s  l a t e  a s  e a r l y  September .  C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  Mao's team 
r e p o r t e d l y  f o u n d  s c a p e g o a t s - - l e s s e r  members of t h e  team-- 
f o r  t h e  period of Apr1 l : th rough  August  i n  which  t h e  PLA 
had been h a r s h l y  t r ea t ed ,  and orders went  o u t  t o  f i n d  and  
p u n i s h  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  " s t r u g g l e  by forcefi and 
f o r  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e s  i n  t h a t  period. 

I n  l a t e  September  P e k i n g  announced Mao's r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  f rom a n  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r  of s e v e r a l  p r o v i n c e s ,  
t h u s  a s s o c i a t i n g  h im p e r s o n a l l y  both w i t h  t h e  change  i n  
Peking's l i n e  i n  September  and  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

n 

I n  mid-September, Pek ing  c a l l e d  a v i r t u a l  h a l t  t o  



, 

change6 i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  By N a t i o n a l  Day, 1 October, 
large-scale d isorders  were no l o n g e r  b e i n g  reported from 
any  pa r t  of C h i n a ,  a l t h o u g h  v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t s  were; both  
t h e  PLA and t h e  "rebels" had i n  g e n e r a l  p roved  t o  be 
r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  new d i r e c t i v e s .  On N a t i o n a l  Day, Ma0 
a n d  L i n  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  a g r e a t  r a l l y ,  and i n  h i s  main 
speech b i n  made c lear  t h a t  t h e  short- term a ims  of Mae's 
team rema ined  those  of c o n t r o l l i n g  d i sorder  and  moving 
a t  a deliberate pace toward t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a new govern-  
i n g  a p p a r a t u s .  The  r a l l y  d i s p l a y e d  as " l e a d i n g  comrades" 
most of those t a k i n g  t h e  f i e l d  s i n c e  May Day a s  Mao's 

I first team, b u t  w i t h  th ree  s e c o n d - l e v e l  f i g u r e s  m i s s i n g  
(one l t r i g h t i s t , l l  two t t l e f t i s t s" )  and one or two possible  

,new members. A s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  moderate forces had n o t  
t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  from Mao and Lin (even  though 
moderate po l ic ies  were t o  be pur sued  for  a time), none 
of t h e  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers  known or 
b e l i e v e d  t o  be i n  t h e i r  s t r o n g  d i s f a v o r  was r e h a b i l i t a t e d  

. f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  

The Scale of t h e  Purge of 1966-67 

. The scale of t h e  pu rge  of t h e  PLA i n  t h e  p a s t  two 
y e a r e  may be s u r p r i s i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  is less i m p r e s s i v e  
when p o l k t i c a l  officers--most of whom f e l l  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  of t h e  pa r ty  a p p a r a t u s - - a r e  s u b t r a c t e d .  F u l l y  h a l f  
of t h e  top m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g  have  b e e n  b r o u g h t  
down: at l e a s t  f i v e  of t h e  t e n  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee; up t o  s e v e n  of t h e  t e n  known officers 
of t h e  PLA's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group; a t  l e a s t  f o u r  of 
t h e  n i n e  r a n k i n g  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of N a t i o n a l  De- 
f e n s e ;  f i v e  of t h e  ll p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  G e n e r a l  
S t a f f ;  f i v e  of t h e  s e v e n  leaders of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depa r tmen t ;  and two t o  f i v e  of t h e  13 p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The pu rge  r a t e  fo r  t h e  t op  
leaders of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  ( c o n s i d e r i n g  o n l y  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commander and p o l i t i c a l  off icer  of e a c h )  is w e l l  
o v e r  5 0  p e r c e n t ,  a n d  t h e  r a t e  for t h e  top  l e a d e r s  of pro- 
v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  is a l s o  more t h a n  50 p e r c e n t .  
However, i f  a l l  l e a d i n g  off icers  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  
a r e  c o n s i d e r e d j  t h e  r a t e  f a l l s  a p p r e c i a b l y ;  and  i f  a l l  
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of  t h o s e  f i g u r e s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  
combined t o  get a s i n g l e  f i g u r e  f o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o u t s i d e  
P e k i n g ,  t h e  r a t e  of t h e  p u r g e  seems t o  be a b o u t  40 per- 
c e n t .  Moreover ,  no  f i g u r e s  are  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a r m i e s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  If, a s  seems l i k e l y ,  t h e  r a t e  f o r  t h e s e  a r m i e s  
is v e r y  low, t h e  p u r g e  r a t e  for  t h e  PLA a s  a whole--out- 
s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p - - p r o b a b l y  f a l l s  t o  a b o u t  30 
p e r c e n t .  P o l i t i c a l  officers have been  pu rged  a t  a r a t e  
twice t h a t  of m i l i t a r y  commanders. About one  i n  f o u r  

f a l l e n ,  b u t  a b o u t  o n e  of e v e r y  two p o l i t i c a l  officers.  
I 
1 o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders is known or  b e l i e v e d  t o  have 
I 

I Prospects f o r  t h e  PLA 
I 
I 

The p u r g e  of t h e  PLA h a s  n o t  been  completed; t h a t  
is, Mao is n o t  y e t  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he  h a s  i n  p l a c e  eve ry -  
where r e l i a b l e  V e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . 9 v  Among t h e  
r e m a i n i n g  m i l i t a r y  l eaders  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  
t h a t  few o r  none a r e  i n  d i s f a v o r  a t  t h e  moment (Ma0 would 
p r o b a b l y  purge  t h e m  a t  once i f  t h e y  were), b u t  some w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come i n t o  d i s f a v o r  a s  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n t t  p r o c e e d s .  
A t  l e a s t  one ,  p e r h a p s  fou r ,  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  w i l l  be 
r e o r g a n i z e d ,  and p e r h a p s  a s  many a s  a dozen  of t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  y e t  to be. M i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  a l l  
of t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
have t r o u b l e  i n  f o r m i n g  and o p e r a t i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees" Mao a p p a r e n t l y  means t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h r o u g h o u t  
Ch ina ,  a s  t h e  other  components  of t h e  committees w i l l  
sometimes be h a r d  t o  manage and P e k i n g  w i l l  sometimes b e  
ha rd  t o  s a t i s f y .  

t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  PLA s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  t o  a t t e m p t  a coup.  
Mao seems t o  be p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  PLA now, and h i s  p r e s e n t  
p l a n s ,  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  pu rge  a n d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of  t h e  PLA, appear t o  be  modest .  I t  is poss ib l e  t h a t  He 
w i l l  become d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  PLA s pe r fo rmance  i n  its 
p o l i t i c a l  r o l e ,  t h a t  h e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  or  t r y  to conduc t  
a n o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA, t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
p rovoke  a n  a t t e m p t e d  coup ,  and  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w i l l  s u c c e e d ;  

The q u e s t i o n  arises a s  t o  w h e t h e r  Mao w i l l  g i v e  
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b u t  none of t h e s e  t h i n g s  seems probable i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  
months.  The p r o b a b i l i t y ,  i f  h i s  h e a l t h  h o l d s ,  is for  Mao 
t o  r e m a i n  i n  command and  t o  p roceed  w i t h  a modest f u r t h e r  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA a s  i n c l i n a t i o n  and o p p o r t u n i t y  
p e r m i t .  If Mao d i e s  or is d i sab led ,  L i n  P ia0  as t h e  
s u c c e s s o r ,  or any  c o n t e n d e r  for t h e  s u c c e s s i o n ,  would 
need  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  PLA, whe the r  as c o n t e n d e r  or as 
winner .  I n  sum, t h e  p r o s p e c t s  of most of t h e  p r e s e n t  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  PLA l o o k  p r e t t y  good e v e n  under  Mao, and 
seem l i k e l y  t o  improve u n d e r  lao's s u c c e s s o r .  

I 
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THE P.L.A. AND THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

The Small P u r g e  of 1959-60 

Pr ior  t o  t h e  great  1966-67 purge  of t h e  Ch inese  
Communist armed forces (PLA) a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  ' * c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t h e  l a s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  
p u r g e  of t h e  PLA--a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  smal l  one--had come i n  
1959. T h i s  had followed t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  plenum 
of July-August 1959, a t  w h i c h  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a r a n g e  of 
Mao's r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  was l e d  by 
t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  of Defense ,  Peng Te-huai .  C h i n e s e  pro- 
nouncements  a t  t h e  time i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  P e n g ' s  g r o u p  had 
a d v o c a t e d  a r e t u r n  t o  more n e a r l y  o r t h o d o x  programs f o r  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  and economic development  of China ,  and--in 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of r e g a i n i n g  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y ,  economic and  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e s e  programs--a compromise of 
some s o r t  i n  t h e  S ino -Sov ie t  d i s p u t e . *  These  were gene r -  
a l l y  c r e d i b l e  c h a r g e s .  

I 

*Thi s  p a p e r  d i s c u s s e s  o n l y  b r i e f l y  t h e  p e r i o d  from 
mid-1959 t o  autumn 1965, when t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
began .  A good, d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  
PLA from 1946 t o  1965 is now a v a i l a b l e  i n  John  G i t t i n g s '  

~ 

The Role of t h e  C h i n e s e  Army, Oxford,  1967. On t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  of P e n g ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  USSR a s  
a f ac to r  i n  h i s  f a l l ,  G i t t i n g s  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  may w e l l  
have been  t h e  main f a c t o r ;  he  c i t e s  t h e  S ino -Sov ie t  a g r e e -  
ment o n  "new t echno logy  f o r  n a t i o n a l  defense"  s i g n e d  i n  
October 1957, P e n g ' s  t r i p  t o  Moscow i n  l a t e  1957 presum- 
a b l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  imp lemen ta t ion  of t h i s  ag reemen t ,  and  
t h e  breakdown of n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  1958; he c o n j e c t u r e s  t h a t  
t h e  b i g  i s s u e  was t h a t  of " c o n t r o l  and  command1' ( i . e .  t h e  
USSR s o u g h t  i n t e g , r a t i o n  of bloc d e f e n s e s  and would n o t  
g i v e  P e k i n g  n u c l e a r  weapons w i t h o u t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  them)., 
n o t e s  t h a t  P e k i n g  i t s e l f  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  Moscow i n  1958 
t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  China "under  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l , "  and  goes 
on to c o n c l u d e  t h a t  Peng was sympathetic t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
p o s i t  i o n .  



More r e c e n t l y ,  Peking  h a s  spe l l ed  o u t  P e n g ' s  o f f e n s e s  
a s  h o s t i l i t y  t o  Mao's t h o u g h t  (and a p r e f e r e n c e  for t h e  
S o v i e t  model)  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  of " p o l i t i c s  
first"; o p p o s i t i o n  to p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  ok t h e  PLA and t o  
i ts e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  committee s y s t e m ;  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  u s e  of t h e  PLA POP n o n - m i l i t a r y  t a s k s  and deroga-  
tion of t h e  n a t i o n a l  p ro j ec t s  (e.g. t h e  ' " l e a p  fo rward" )  
e n t a i l i n g  s u c h  t a s k s ;  a n  emphas i s  on  r e g u l a r i z a t i o n ,  moder- 
n i z a  t i o n  and advanced  t e c h n i q u e s ;  p e r s o n a l  empire->bui ld-  
ing; a t r e a s o n a b l e  r e l a t t o n s h i p  w i t h  8 f o r e i g n  power ( t h e  
USSR), and  c o n s p i r a c y  w i t h  a number of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d i s -  

I c r e d i t e d  b o t h  before and a f t e r  Peng's f a l l .  The d e t a i l e d  
list is a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i b l e ,  a p a r t  from the l a s t  t w o  

' charges: P e n g ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  USSR seems t o  have , been  i r r e g u l a r  b u t  n o t  t r e a s o n a b l e ,  and Peng was a n  open I 

. , * (  1 r a t h e r  t h a n  secret  opponent  of Mao's program. L .  

Mao, whose  l s a d e r s h i p  atld p o l i c i e s  had n o t  been  I '  
I 
I o p e n l y  c h a l l e n g e d  s i n c e  1935, s t r u c k  back a t  once, r e p l a c -  
i i n g  Peng Te -hua i  with Lin P i a o ,  who had l o n g  been  his 
I f a v o r i t e  m i l i t a y y  l e a d e r  bu t  had boen ill and c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

i n a c t i v e  for y e a r s .  L i n ,  who had n o t  boen on good terms 
w i t h  Peng i n  ear l ie r  y e a r s ,  had been added t o  t h e  p o l i t -  ' 
b u r 0  s t a n d i n g  committee i n  1958,  arid had p r o b a b l y  p l a y e d  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  role i n  s h a p i n g  some of t h e  p o l i c i e s  which 
Peng rebelled a g a i n s t :  t h e  emphatic r e a s s e r t i o n  of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of 
S o v i e t  e x p e r i e n c e  and  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of Mao's 
" though t f1  from g u e r r i l l a  d a y s  a s  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  d o c t r i n e  
of t h e  regime ( i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  
n u c l e a r  weapons), and  the a s s i g n m e n t  of l a rgd  roles to 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t ed  t u  t h e  " l e a p  
f orward" and commune psogr  ams . 

PLA's C h i e f - o f - S t a f f  (Huang KO--cheng) and  r e p l a c e d  h i m  
w i t h  Lo S u i - c h i n g ,  a s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t  who had a l s o  been 
close to,Mao; L o ' s  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  and  p a r t y  
s e c u r i t y  work was presumably  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  h i s  
a p p o i n t m e n t  (as  i t  was p r o b a b l y  t o  be a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  
i n  h i s  f a l l ) .  Lo h i m s e l f  was r e p l a c e d  a s  M i n i s t e r  of 
P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  b y  H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  one  of Teng H s i a o - p i n g ' s  
proteges. I n  t h e  ' l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  of 1965-67, L i n  

I 

Mao a t  t h e  same time (September  1959) purged  t h e  
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and Hs ieh  have p l a y e d  i m p o r t a n t  roles  a s  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  Lo 
and Teng have p l a y e d  i m p o r t a n t  roles '  a s  v i c t i m s .  

L l n  Pia0 responded to h i s  appp in tmen t  a s  M i n i s t e r  
o f  Defense  w i t h  a major a r t i c l e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  Mao's funda-  
m e n t a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  which h e  p l edged  t h e  PLA's "uncon- 
d i t i o n a l "  a l l e g i a n c e  to  Mao p e r s o n a l l y .  Al though P e k i n g  
d e s c r i b e d  L i n  a s  s t i l l  " v e r y  weak" p h y s i c a l l y ,  he was 
s t r o n g  enough t o  t a k e  f i r m  h o l d  of t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  t o  be- 
come d e  f a c t o  l e a d e r  (under  Mao) of t h e  p a r t y ' s  M i l i t a r y  
Affairs  Committee, and  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  modest  p u r g e  of 
t h e  PLA's l e a d e r s h i p .  Among t h e  known or probable v i c t i m s  
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  or so--some d i s m i s s e d  and  d e g r a d e d ,  
some s i m p l y  demo ted--were t h e  Director  of t h e  PLA' s Genera 1 
P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  (Tan Cheng),  a Deputy M i n i s t e r  o f  
Defense  ( L i  T a ) ,  t h e  Director o f  t h e  Rea r  S e r v i c e s  Depar t -  
ment (Hung Hsueh-chih) ,  t h e  commander o f  t h e  Mukden M i l i -  
t a r y  Region  (Teng Hua, who had been  P e n g ' s  d e p u t y  i n  t h e  
Korean war), some of t h e  d e p u t y  c o v a n d e r s  of s e r v i c e  arms, 
o t h e r  o n e t i m e  l e a d e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  f o r c e s  i n  Korea ,  and 
some of t h e  many off icers  o f  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and m i l i t a r y  
d i s t r i c t s  and  g a r r i s o n  commands a t  t h a t  t i m e  who have n e v e r  
a p p e a r e d  s i n c e . *  The p u r g e  of 1959-60, however,  was n o t  
conduc ted  on a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  s c a l e - - e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  
t o p  of t h e  PLA--as t h e  pu rge  o f  1966-67. 

ltRectif i c a  t ion ,"  1960-62 

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1960,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  PLA was 
b l e a k .  The w i t h d r a w a l  of S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  a i d  i n  mid-1960 
f o r c e d  P e k i n g  t o  a d o p t  a program o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ;  t h e  
" leap  fo rward"  was c o l l a p s i n g ;  and t h e r e  was a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

* S e v e r a l  of those  who f e l l  w i t h  or soon a f t e r  Peng were 
men b e l i e v e d  t o  b e - a n d e v i d e n t l y  r e g a r d e d  by Mao as--close 
t o  Peng p e r s o n a l l y .  T h i s  f a c t o r  o f  p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  
was to  p r o v e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  great  pu rge  o f  1966-67 as 
well. 
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d e p r e s s i o n .  Mao and Lin  were conce rned  a b o u t  t h e  morale 
and c o m b a t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  PLA, and a b o u t  t h e  poor  
c o n d i t i o n  of i ts  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s ;  C h i n e s e  Com- 
m u n i s t  m i l i t a r y  documents  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  more t h a n  one- 
t h i r d  of t h e  PLA's companies  had no  p a r t y  committees a t  
a l l .  

I n  1960 and  1961 Mao a n d  Lin r e b u i l t  t h e  PLA a round  
a l l r e c t i f i c a t i o n ' l  campaign. They began in October 1960 
by p u t t i n g  f i r s t  t h i n g s  first. A t  t h a t  time L i n  i n t r o -  
duced  a t  a MAC m e e t i n g  t h e  " f o u r  f i r s t s l ' - - a l l  of them 
p o l i t i c a l  impera t ives- -which  were t o  p u t  man first i n  
h a n d l i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween men and  weapons,  t o  

work ahead  of other  k i n d s  of p o l i t i c a l  work, and  t o  p u t  . .  
ideas  ahead  of i d e a s :  i n  books. The l a s t  and  

most i m p o r t a n t  of  these--a f o r m u l a  f o r  a b s o l v i n g  t h e  top- 
l e v e l  leadersh ip- -made  t h e  PLA's p o l i t i c a l  c a d r e s  r e s p o n -  
~ L U L U  x u r  muaing  c i e u r  co zne  Troops zne  ilcorrecr;" iaeas 
of  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  ( p a r t y )  l e a d e r s  and  f o r  making these 
ideas  e f f e c t i v e  ( " l i v i n g " )  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s ,  and  a l s o  
fo r  making clear t o  t h e  p a r t y  leaders t h e  degree t o  w h i c h  
these ideas  had been  i m p l a n t e d  and were o p e r a t i v e .  The 
methods  employed for  t h i s  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  were l a t e r  t o  
s e r v e  f o r  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  s h o u t i n g  of 
s l o g a n s ,  t h e  ' s l ap -up  of w a l l - p o s t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  p r i n t i n g  
of l a r g e - c h a r a c t e r  b u l l e t i n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f l s t r u g g l e ' '  
t e c h n i q u e s  of c o n t e n t i o n ,  b looming,  and  debate .  A l l  of 
t h e s e  were of c o u r s e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  t lMao t s  t h o u g h t , "  t h e  
s t u d y  of which was r e p e a t e d l y  s p e c i f i e d  a s  t h e  PLA's main 
t a s k ,  (Liu  Shao-ch i  h a s  s i n c e  been  charged w i t h  h a v i n g  
opposed  t h i s  emphas i s . )  

Mao and L i n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  expanded 
and  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  w h i c h  was t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n . ' '  A l l  .companies  t h a t  lacked p a r t y  
committees were g i v e n  t h e m ;  t h e  c d l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
t h e  p a r t y  committees a t  a l l  l e v e l s  was emphas ized;  and  
t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s  ( o f t e n  or u s u a l l y  t h e  
h e a d s  of t h e  p a r t y  committees) was enhanced ,  and t h e i r  
a u t h o r i t y  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders was i n c r e a s e d .  
A l l  of t h i s  was a p a r t  of t h e  a s s e r t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  
absolute a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  PIA. 

. .  
1. 
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W h i l e  e m p h a s i z i n g  "pol i t ics"  and  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  
Mao and L i n  i n  t h a t  per iod s o u g h t  t o  enhance  t h e  combat- 

i .. 

i .  - -  

I 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  PLA i n  other  ways. F o r  one  t h i n g ,  
t h e  r e g u l a r  armed forces were g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  o v e r  t h e  
m i l i t i a ,  and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  was g i v e n  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  
n o n - m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ;  c a p t u r e d  documents  of t h e  period 
show L i n  Piao a g a i n  and  a g a i n  t o  be c a l l i n g  for  more t i m e  
t o  be g i v e n  to  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  ( d u r i n g  w h i c h  "Mao's 
t hough t "  c o u l d  be. absorbed). Moreover ,  w h i l e  a s s i g n i n g  
h i g h  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  deve lopment  of n u c l e a r  weapons,  Pek ing  
s o u g h t  t o  improve and  d i d  improve t h e  P L A ' s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

I weapons. F u r t h e r ,  t h e  c a p t u r e d  documents  show a n  appa r -  
e n t l y  genu ine  c o n c e r n  on  t h e  p a r t  of L i n  P i a 0  and Lo J u i -  

I cern was g i y e n  p r a c t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  army 

I (Among o ther  t h i n g s ,  L i n  i n  1961 expressed h i s  opposi- 

I 
I c h i n g  and others fo r  t h e  welfare of t h e  troops; t h i s  con- 

I r a t i o n s ,  g i v i n g  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  
I of s e r v i c e m e n ,  and  h a l t i n g  n o n - e s s e n t i a l  work programs. 

t i o n  t o  h a n d l i n g  e r r i n g  s o l d i e r s  by a method--publ ic  
shaming--which was t o  be used  b y  t h e  Red Guards a g a i n s t  
t h e  PLA i n  1967--with L i n t s  presumed c o n c u r r e n c e . )  

The p a r t y  o r g a n s  p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  PLA were t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  and t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tmen t ;  t h e  l a t t e r  was p r o b a b l y  n o t  
y e t  e n t i r e l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  former. The p r i n c i p a l  
off icers  of t h e  MAC were L i n  P i a 0  a s  v i ce -cha i rman  (under  
Mao) and  de f a c t o  c h a i r m a n  ("chief Lin" i n  t h e  c a p t u r e d  
documents ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  M i n i s t e r  of Defense ;  H o  Lung a s  
t h e  n e x t - r a n k i n g  v i ce -cha i rman ;  Nieh  Jung-chen a s  nex t -  
r a n k i n g ,  c o n c u r r e n t l y  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  regime's S c i e n t i f i c  & 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l  Commission, probably r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  p l a n n i n g  
t h e  development  of n u c l e a r  weapons and b a l l i s t i c  missiles; 
Lo J u i - c h i n g  a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  i n  c h a r g e  of MAC'S 
d a i l y  work, a s  w e l l  a s  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ;  Yeh Chien-y ing  a s  
t h e  committee's specialist  i n  t r a i n i n g ;  and Hsiao Hua, 
d e p u t y  director  (soon d i r ec to r )  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  
Department .  Less i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be Hsu 
Hsiang-chien  and  L i u  Po-cheng, ( a l t h o u g h  L i u  may have 
been n o m i n a l l y  a v i c e - c h a i r m a n ) ,  who had both been  ill, 
and  Yang Chenguwu, t h e  s e n i o r  d e p u t y  ch ief -of -s ta f f .  A l l  of 
these e x c e p t  o ld  L i u  were t o  be f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v 0  l u  t i o n .  lt 
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P e k i n g ' s  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  who had f r a n k l y  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  f e a r  of U.S. n u c l e a r  weapons i n  1961, 
c l e a r l y  were n o t  c o n f i d e n t  of t h e  PLA's m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l -  
i t i e s  a g a i n s t  a s e r i o u s  opponen t  by t h e  s p r i n g  of 1962.* 
They were c l e a r l y  made a n x i o u s  by  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e ' a t  t h a t  
t i m e  o f  a smal l  t h rea t  from I n d i a  and some i n d i c a t i o n s  of 
C h i n e s e  N a t i o n a l i s t  p l a n s  fo r  a n  i n v a s i o n  of t h e  e g s t e r n  
coas t ,  e i t he r  o f  which c o u l d  be s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  U.S. I n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1962,  however ,  t h e  PLA had a n  o p p o r - t u n i t y  t o  
take on  t h e  I n d i a n s  a lone \ ,  and  d i d  w e l l .  The pe r fo rmance  
of t h e  PLA seemed t o  v i n d i c a t e  t h e  methods  of Mao and L i n .  

I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of 1960-62, t h e r e  were o n l y  a f e w  
v i s i b l e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .  T h e r e  
were three d e a t h s  among to ,p- level  f i g u r e s :  Ho Ping-yen,  
t h e  commander- of t h e  Chengtu  M i l d t a r y  Region ,  Chen Keng, 
d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r  o f  d e f e n s e  and d e p u t y  chief-of-staff ,  and  
L i  Ko-nung, d e p u t y  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and one of t h e  two most 
i m p o r t a n t  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  p a r t y  police work. (Recen t  Red 
Guard m a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t i n g  L i  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  w i t h  L i u  
S h a o - c h i ' s  wife  may fo re shadow a n  e f f o r t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  L i  
pos thumous ly . )  And t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  u n e x p l a i n e d  d l s -  
a p p e a r a n c e s  of s e c o n d - l e v e l  f i g u r e s ,  m o s t l y  io ' the head- 
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  s e r v i c e  arms; t h e s e  may or may n o t  have  
b e e n  d e a t h s .  

r 
,- P 

The PLA as  a Model, 1963-64 

By t h e  end  o f  1962,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  
which  had been  so worrisome i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1960-61 t h a t  
L i n  Piao warned of t h e  need to " e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  armed 

*Liu Shao-chi  is now a c c u s e d  of h a v i n g  t r i e d  i n  J a n u a r y  
1962  t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t "  (of 1959) on Peng Te -hua i ,  
and  Peng h i m s e l f  is s a i d  to  have  s u b m i t t e d  a n o t h e r  m a s s i v e  
document i n  J u n e  1962 t o  t h e  same e n d ;  t h e s e  a s s e r t i o n s  
c a n n o t  be c o n f i r m e d ,  b u t  are n o t  i n c r e d i b l e .  
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forces do n o t  ge t  o u t  of hand,"  now seemed a model of 
order and  d i s c i p l i n e .  I n  l a u n c h i n g  a f t s o c i a l i s t  educa-  
t i o n "  campaign a t  t h a t  t i m e  ( l a t e  1962)  t o  r e - e d u c a t e  
t h e  Ch inese  people and ' I r e o r g a n i z e  o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r a n k s , "  Mao seems to  have d e c i d e d  t o  a p p l y  t o  Chinese  
s o c i e t y  a s  a whole--and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  Ch inese  I 

p a r t y - t h e  extreme methods  of politica1:indoctrination 
t e s t e d  and  p e r f e c t e d  i n  t h e  PLA. I t  is possible ,  a s  one  
close o b s e r v e r  of  t h e  Ch inese  s c e n e  has c o n c l u d e d ,  t h a t  
Mao a t  t h i s  t i m e  was a l r eady  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of L i n  
Piao-rather t h a n  L i u  Shao-chi--as his s u c c e s s o r ,  b u t  
t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  is c o n j e c t u r a l .  

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  Mao and L i n  d i d  n o t  take t h e  p r e s -  
s u r e  off  t h e  PLA i t s e l f .  I n  March 1963, fo r  e x a m p l e , ; t h e  

.( l l R e g u l a t i o n s  Govern ing  P o l i t i c a l e  Work i n  t h e  PLA" madeT+.v 
c l e a r  t h a t  there  was s t i l l  some d i s t a n c e  t o  go i n  making 
t h e  PLA a per fec t ly  r e l i a b l e ,  p e r f e c t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  i n s t r u -  
ment.  But  a t  t h e  same time a C h i n e s e  so ld i e r  whose s h o r t  
l i f e  had been  d e v o t e d  o b s e s s i v e l y  to  t h e  s t u d y  of Mao's 
works was made t h e  model f o r  Ch inese  y o u t h ;  and  i n  Decem-  
ber 1963 Mao i s s u e d  h i s  c a l l  t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  PLA" a s  
a whole.  

I n  F e b r u a r y  1964 a major campaign was l aunched  t o  
t h r s  e n d ;  a l l  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and  soc ia l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  China  were d i r e c t e d  to  s t u d y  and e m u l a t e  t h e  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n a l ,  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  and ideological  t r a i n i n g  me thods  of 
t h e  PLA. A s  p a r t  of t h i s ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1964 m i l i t a r y -  
type  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  were es tab l i shed  i n  a l l  indus-  
t r i a l ,  commercial and  f i n a n c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  and  b u r e a u s  
and  the i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s .  T h i s  was, of c o u r s e ,  
a n  e a r l y  e x p r e s s i o n  of Mao's d i s t r u s t  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  As t h i s  new ne twork  came t o  be s t a f f e d  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  by  PLA o f f i ce r s ,  cadres ,  and  s o l d i e r s ,  who 
were t o  **grasp both  e n d s  w e l l "  ( t h e  l e v e l s  above and t h e  
l e v e l s  below, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  of  
t h e  " f o u r  f irststT i n t r o d u c e d  by L i n )  , t h e  ground was 
b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  for  t h e  emergence of t h e  PLA a s  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s ,  
PLA o f f i ce r s  were a l so  g i v e n  i n c r e a s e d  roles  i n  
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w i t h  s e v e r a l  more commanders of r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  head- 
q u a r t e r s  becoming c o n c u r r e n t l y  s e c r e t a r i e s  of r e g i o n a l  
b u r e a u s ;  t h e  closer i n t e g r a t i o n  was m u t u a l ,  however,  as  
l o c a l  p a r t y  leaders assumed t h e  pos t s  of p o l i t i c a l  off icers  
i n  many commands. PIA leaders were a l s o  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
prominent  i n  managing t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r i e s ;  
of t h e  f i v e  m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  new m i n i s t r i e s  of machine- 
b u i l d i n g  es tab l i shed  i n  1963-65, f o u r  were g e n e r a l s  or 
admi ra l s ,  and there is e v i d e n c e  i n  Red Guard mater ia ls  
t h a t  a f i f t h  (Su Yu) was made t h e  o v e r a l l  c o o r d i n a t o r  of 1 d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r i e s .  

I 
I Although t h e  q l p r o P e s s i a n a l "  m i l i t a r y  p o i n t  of view 
I was s t i l l  a n  object of p o l i t i c - a l  a t t a c k ,  t h i s  p o i n t  of 

!.. a low l e v e l  of announced m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  1,964,. there  
I was a h i g h  l e v e l  of m i l i t a r y  imves tment .  T h e r e  was ev id -  

, * I  view seemed i n  f a c t  t o  be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  
, 

e n c e  of enhanced  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  s u c h  f i e l d s  a s  advanced  
a i r c r a f t  and missiles. Moreover ,  t h e  leaders of t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t - - L i n  Piaa,  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  H o  Lung, N i e h  
Jung-chen,  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  and Hsiao Hua (who moved u p  t o  
Direc tor  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  i n  1964)-- 
seemed to  be work ing  w e l l  together.  P e k i n g  now s a y s  t h a t  
Lo i n  1964 t r i e d  t o  d i s p l a c e  L i n ,  i n  p a r t  on  t h e  ground 
t h a t  Lin was s t i l l  s i c k ,  and t h a t  Lo was r e a l l y  s u b v e r t i n g  
t h e  Mao/Lin p r i n c i p l e  of " p o l i t i c s  to  t h e  fore" and  reject-  
ing L i n ' s  " f o u r  firsts" a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  h e  was pub- 
l i c l y  s t a t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d o c t e i n e  w h i c h  d e r i v e d  from 
those c o n c e p t s ,  w i t h  its emphas i s  on p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
add  close combat. T h e r e  is a l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e - - c e n t e r i n g  
o n  L o ' s  a l leged  p romot ion  of a llweapons c o m p e t i t i o n "  i n  
1964, w h i c h  i n  e f f ec t  would have c h a l l e n g e d  Mao's dogma 
of "man o v e r  weapons"-- that  by t h e  end  of 1964 Mao had 
begun t o  be s u s p i c i o u s 1  of Lo. 

few v i s i b l e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .  
T h e r e  were three a d d i t i o n a l  dea ths  among t o p - l e v e l  f i g u r e s :  
Lo Jung-huan,  Director of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t ,  
Kan Szu-ch i ,  a d e p u t y  d i rec tor  of t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t ,  and 
Chou Pao-chung, a l o n g t i m e  g e n e r a l  o f f i ce r  whose post  was 
n o t  known. T h e r e  was o n l y  o n e  u n e x p l a i n e d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e :  
of a d e p u t y  commander of t h e  CCAF, 

I n  t h e  period of 1963-64, there were a g a i n  o n l y  a 

. .  

. .  
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I t  was a p p a r e n t  i n  e a r l y  1965 t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  and  
t h e  P U I S  l e a d e r s  had f o u n d  renewed o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  of- 
f i c e r  corps t o  t h e  emphas i s  on  l vpo l i t i c s l*  i n  t h e  PLA and 
t o  a l l  of t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of th i s - -most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  g i v e n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  t h e  
amount of t i m e  a s s i g n e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  a n d  
t h e  c o n c e p t  of "men o v e r  weaponsv1 and t h e  r e l a t ed  d o c t r i n e  
of l fpeoplevs  war.'' (Lo J u i - c h i n g  p u b l i c l y  c r i t i c i z e d  
" c o n c e i t ,  complacency ,  and  c o n s e r v a t i s m "  among u n s p e c i f i e d  
PLA l e a d e r s - - c h a r g e s  s i m i l a r  t o  those made by Mao a g a i n s t  
t h e  p a r t y . )  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  P e k i n g  now s a y s  t h a t  Lo 
h i m s e l f  i n  1965 s t a t e d  o p e n l y  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n - - e x p r e s s e d  
i n d i r e c t l y  i n  1964--to t h e n c e p t  o f  " p o l i t i c s  t o  t h e  
fore" a n d  emphas ized  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  
i n  furdamenta ls - -which  had been t h e  i m p l i c i t  p o i n t  of  t h e  
vlweapons compe t i  t iont1  i n  1964. 

T h e r e  was o b v i o u s  c o n c e r n ' i d  Pek ing  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
months  of 1964 o v e r  t h e  r a p i d  e s c a l a t i o n  of t h e  U.S. 
m i l i t a r y  e f for t  i n  Vietnam, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  U.S. d e c i -  
s i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  l a r g e - s c a l e  r e g u l a r  bombing of North  
Vietnam; t h i s  was a r e f u s a l  t o  p l a y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mao's 
book, which  e n v i s a g e d  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
bases, and i t  r a i sed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of 
t h e  war t o  China.  T h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  t o p  
C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s  r e a c t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  
t h r e a t  of war posed by t h i s  e s c a l a t i o n  and t h u s  i n  judg-  
i n g  t h e  l i n e  t o  be t a k e n  on " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  i n  t h e  f a c e  
of a possible  war; b u t  o n l y  L iu  Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao- 
ping--none of t h e  m i l i t a r y  l eade r s - -have  been s p e c i f i e d  
a s  opposed  t o  c a r r y i n g  on a i t c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Some o b s e r v e r s  have s u r m i s e d  t h a t  i n  1965 t h e  PIA'S 
l e a d e r s  were d i v i d e d  be tween a dominant  l l p o l i t i c a l l l  g r o u p  
( l e d  by L i n )  which f a v o r e d  "people*s wari1 and t h e  "profes- 
s i o n a l "  group (presumably  w i t h  Lo a s  its spokesman) which  
wanted to r e l y  on p o s i t i o n a l  w a r f a r e  and con tended  t h a t  
t h e  PLA s h o u l d  be f r e e d  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  
order t o  p r e p a r e .  T h i s  s u r m i s e  seems; however,  t o  m i s -  
s t a t e  a b i t  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  i s s u e ,  which was p r o b a b l y  



t h a t  o f  m i l i t a r y - p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  a l l  a s p e c t s  of c o n v e n t i o n a l  
warfare,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  r i s k  of U . S .  
a i r  a t t a c k  ( a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  t h i n g  P e k i n g  f e a r e d  most). 
The c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  would have been  t h a t  of t h e "  
degree of r i s k  of U.S. a i r  a t t a c k  t o  a c c e p t ,  a n d  r e l a t ed  
t o  t h i s ,  a s  i n  1959 ,  would have been t h e  q u e s t i o n  of i m -  
p r o v i n g  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  USSR i n  o r d e r  t o  have  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of t h e  S o v i e t  d e t e r r e n t .  There  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Lo ' 

d i d  i n d e e d  s t a n d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao and L i n  on t h e  ques-  
t i o n  of how bes t  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  war ,  b u t  n o t  o n  t h e  m a t t e r '  
of a c c e p t a b l e  risk; i n  his s t a t e m e n t s  of t h e  period--e.g. 
i n  May 1965--he s t a t e d  h i s . f a v o r  f o r  t h e  same degree of 
r i s k  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  dominant  f i g u r e s ,  i .e .  t h e  modera te  
d e g r e e  e n t a i l e d  i n  k e e p i n g  t h e  Vie tnamese  Communists f i g h t -  
i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  n e g o t i a t i n g ,  while k e e p i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  
o v e r t l y  o u t  of i t .  I 

I 1  

< 

I n  May 1965 Mao and .Lin r e s p o n d e d  i n  a t y p i c a l  way ' 
t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  l ipo l i t i cs lp  i n  t h e  PLA--that is,  by 
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l .  They abolished m i l i t a r y  r a n k s  (and r e p o r t -  
e d l y  r e d u c e d  p a y ) ,  and t o l d  o f f i c e r s  t o  t a k e  t h e  lead i n  
t h e  c r e a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of Mao's t h o u g h t .  Red Guard 
m a t e r i a l s  have  s i n c e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  Lo J u i - c h i n g  by t h i s  
time had begun t o  f e a r  for  h i s  own p o s i t i o n - t e l l i n g  
o thers  t h a t  Mao "d id  n o t  t r u s t  him a n d  wanted t o  pu rge  
him. l1 

I n  August  1965,  a f e w  weeks before t h e  p a r t y  m e e t -  
i n g  which was to  l a u n c h  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Ho 
Lung summed u p  t h o s e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  PLA which Pek ing  was 
w i l l i n g  ( a l t h o u g h  o n l y  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n )  t o  a d m i t .  The 
common f e a t u r e  of t h e  oppohen t s  of Mao's l i n e  on "army 
b u i l d i n g , "  H o  s a i d ,  was ' ' bou rgeo i s  t h i n k i n g , "  e x p r e s s e d  
a s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of i f a b s o l u t e  l e a d e r s h i p  
by  t h e  p a r t y  o v e r  t h e  army, r e s i s t a n c e  t o  "democracy" 1 

and t h e  "mass l i n e , "  i n c l u d i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  " s t r e n g t h -  . 
e n i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  and  i d e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n , i i  r e s e n t -  
ment of f v s u p e r v i s i o n ' '  b y  lower ( a s  w e l l  a s  h i g h e r )  l e v e l s ,  ' 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r t y  committee s y s t e m ,  s t r o n g  f a v o r  
f o r  " o n l y  t h o s e  commanders and t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t s  who had  
undergone  strict p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g , "  and r e j e c t i o n  
of t h e  man-over-weapons dogma. 

-.. 

. .  

. .  

. .. 

. .  
, ,  

-10- 

= 



I 
i 
i 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

1 

I 

I n  1965 there were a g a i n  o n l y  a f e w  v i s i b l e  c h a n g e s  
i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .  T h e r e  were three ad- 
d i t i o n a l  dea ths :  KO Ching-Shih,  first p o l i t i c a l  off icer  
of t h e  Nanking h e a d q u a r t e r s  as  w e l l  a s  first s e c r e t a ' r y  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  Eas t  China Bureau;  L i u  Ya-lou, *commander 
of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ;  and L a i  Chuan-chu, s econd  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f icer  (unde r  Sung Jen-chiung)  i n  t h e  Mukden headquar t -  
ers .  T h e r e  was no  u n e x p l a i n e d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  u n t i l  l a t e  
November, when there was a s p e c t a c u l a r  one--the d i s a p p e a r -  
a n c e  of Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  secretary of t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  MAC, and t h e  PLA's c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  
s econd  o n l y  t o  L i n  P i a 0  among C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  leaders .  

The  F a l l  of Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  La te  1965 
. *  

P e k i n g  h a s  l o n g  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  Ma0 l aunched  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a t  a c e n t r a l  committee m e e t i n g  i n  
September  1965  in w h i c h  he s t a t ed  t h a t  i t  had become 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  "c r i t i d i ze  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  t h i n k i n g . "  
Red Guard poskers  have more r e c e n t l y  asser ted t h a t  i n  
t h i s  m e e t i n g  Mao cr i t ic ized Wu Han--the p l a y w r i g h t  who 
was t o  s e r v e  a s  a symbol of a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's 
t h o u g h t  and p o l i c i e s - - a n d  c a m d  for  a n  ' l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . l v  
They have  a l s o  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  some r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Mao--de- 
scribed as tfrevisionismft--appeared a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g  and 
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month,  p a r t l y  i n  t e r m s  of q u e s t i o n i n g  
t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  a h a r s h  i n t e r n a l  program 
a t  a time of i n c r e a s e d  e x t e r n a l  d a n g e r  (Mao h i m s e l f  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  f e l t  s e c u r e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t h r e a t ) .  T h e r e  is a 
l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Lo J u i - c h i n g  was among those resist- 
i n g :  i n  Lo's c a s e ,  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  
l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  fo r  t h e  armed forces,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
d i s r u p t i o n  of t h e  PLA's work, t h e  f u r t h e r  emphasis on 
p o l i t i c a l  ' ' s t ruggle1 '  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r e d -  
n e s s  a s  a m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  would see i t .  T h e r e  i s  
b e t t e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Mao f e l t  t h a t  Lo would be a p o s i t i v e  
o b s t a c l e  t o  what  Mao had a l r e a d y  dec ided  was t o  be a 
l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e - - i . e . ,  t h a t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  would be 
l t p r o t e c t e d "  by t h e  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  w h i c h  Lo p l a y e d  
a l e a d i n g  ro l e - - and  t h a t  Lo h i m s e l f  would have t o  be 
purged  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  i f  no o ther .  However, Lo r ema ined  
p u b l i c l y  a c t i v e  f o r  two more months.  
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On 10 November 1965 a Shanghai  newspaper opened 
t h e  f l r e v o l u t i o n l t  w i t h  a n  a r t i c l e - - p l a n t e d  by Mao th rough  
Madame Mao--at tacking o n e  of Wu Han's  p l a y s .  J u s t  f i v e  
d a y s  l a t e r ,  L i n  Pia0 i s s u e d  a - f i v e - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  on' t h e  
work of t h e  PLA fo r  1966, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p o i n t  of w h i c h '  
was t h a t  t h e  test  of t h e  l o y a l t y  and  competence of PLA 
c a d r e s  was t o  be whe the r  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  Mao's works a s  t h e  
"highest ;  i n s t r u c t i o n s "  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  " a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  
work of o u r  e n t i r e  army." The other  f o u r  p o i n t s  cal led 
f o r  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  " f o u r  f i rs ts"-- the four p o l i t i c a l  
i m p e r a t i v e s  stated i n  October 1960--and for l e a d i n g  cadres 
t o  p r o v i d e  e n e r g e t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  work (main ly  p 
t i c a l  work) of bas ic  u n i t s ,  fo r  t h e  promot ion  of good 
(young) o f f i ce r s  and  men t o * k e y  p o s t s ,  and fo r  hard  t r a i n -  
i n g  in c l o s e - r a n g e - c o m b a t  and n i g h t  f i g h t i n g  (par t  of '  t h e  
l t p e o p l e f s  war" d o c t r i n e ) .  I n  b r o a d c a s t i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  
P e k i n g  rad io  went  on  t o  s ta te .  t h a t  a t  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  a l l -  
PLA p o l i t i c a l  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  "grea t  emphasis? '  was t o  be 
p u t  o n  t h e  role of p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  work of the  PLA, and  
i t  q u o t e d  L i n  t o  t h e  e f fec t  t h a t  Mao's t h o u g h t  "always 
p u t s  p o l i t i c s  i n  f irst  place and p u t s  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  
unde r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  and  command of p o l i t i c s , "  and t h a t  Mao's 
t h o u g h t  was i t s e l f  t h e  "best weapon.1i 

Oil 28 November, L ~ . J u i - c h i n g  dropped  o u t  of s i g h t  
i n  Shangha i ,  t o  reappear o n l y  i n  J a n u a r y  1967 i n  t h e  hands  
of t h e  Red Guards.  Lo went  t o  Shangha i  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  
d e l e g a t i o n ;  h e  may have been  g i v e n  t h i s  e r r a n d  by Ma0 o r  
L i n  i n  o r d e r  t o  be sepa ra t ed  from h i s  P e k i n g  a s s e t s  and 

, 
/ v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a l a r m i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  Shangha i  news- 
1 p a p e r  i n  which  Mao had s e c r e t l y  p l a n t e d  t h e  i n c e n d i a r y  
1 a r t i c l e ,  t h u s  s e t t i n g ,  h i m s e l f  up for  a l a t e r  c h a r g e  of 

. I "consp i r acy"  w i t h  Peng Chen and Lu T i n g - i .  ( T h i s  s u r m i s e  

. I  l --not o r i g i n a l  w i t h  t h i s  writer--may seem i n a d e q u a t e  t o  
1 s u p p o r t  a charge of " c o n s p i r a c y , "  a s  s u c h  a n  a c t i o n  is one  

which  Lo m i g h t  reasona .b ly  have t a k e n  on  someone ' s  order '  and  
i n  i g n o r a n c e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  is no known deve- 
lopment  o t h e r  t h a n  L o ' s  t r i p  w h i c h  would seem t o  l i n k  Lo 

1 w i t h  Peng and  Lu, and  t h i s  s u r m i s e  seems t h e  best  y e t  of- 
fe red . )  Yang Shang-kun, head of t h e  g e n e r a l  ( a d m i n i s t r a -  

' t i v e )  o f f ice  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and  Lo's associate  
on  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  same time and re- 
a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  same c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

t h u s  se t  u p  fo r  a n  e a s y  a r r e s t ;  or he may have been  in-  

I 
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Red Guard posters and papers  i n  e a r l y  1967 p r o v i d e d  
l a v i s h  d e t a i l  on t h e  crimes of Lo J u i - c h i n g .  If t h e  
posters  are to  be b e l i e v e d ,  Lo began c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  
Ma6 i n  ,1949; a s  e a r l y  a s  1958,  h e  r e j e c t e d E M a o t s  s e n s e  
of t h e  need f o r  l t c l a s s  s t r u g g l e t t ,  and l a t e r  den4ed t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of t i c l a s s  s t r u g g l e i t  i n  t h e  P a ;  a f t e r  1958, 
a s  chief-of-s taff  (from 1959) , a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of 
MAC ( f r o m  1960 o r  e a r l i e r ) ,  and  as a p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  (from 
1962), he f a i l e d  t o  implement  h o n e s t l y  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of 
Mao and  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee ( s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he w i t h h e l d  
o n e  o n  t h e  m i l i t i a ) ,  p r e v e n t e d  o thers  from making reports 
t o  and s e e k i n g  g u i d a n c e  from L i n  P i a 0  and b t h e r  o f f icers  
of MAC, and acted a s  a d i c t a t o r  i n  t h e  d a i y y  work of MAC; I f  ~ 

f rom'1960,  he f a i l e d  to  c a r r y  out Mao's d i r e c t i v e s  on . 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  some PLA d i v i s i o n s  for u s e  a s  t h e  core of 
l o c a l  armed forces i n  E a l t  China opposite Taiwan,  and a t  
some t i m e  i n  t h a t  per iod  . h e  i n s t r u c t e d  those Eas t  China 
forces t o  a t t a c k  enemy n a v a l  u n i t s  o n  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  
a n d  took other  ifreckless a c t i o n "  of t h i s :  k i n d ;  from a b o u t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  he  f a v o r e d  a n  improvement of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  USSR i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of g e t t i n g , m o d e r n  weapons,  a n d ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  f a i l e d  to accept p o r t i o n s  of P e k i n g ' s  c a s e  
i n  t h e  S ino -Sov ie t  border d i s p u t e ;  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  1963, 
h e  t r i e d  t o  take o v e r  N i e h  Jung-chen ' s  S c i e n t i f i c  & Tech- 
n o l o g i c a l  Commission and t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  of n a t i o n a l  
d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r y  (from Su Yu, a p p a r e n t l y ) ,  i n  order t o  
c o n c e n ' t r a t e  o n  the immediate p r o d u c t i o n  of s t a n d a r d  mater ie l ,  
w h i l e  "bor rowing  from a b r o a d t t  t h e  modern weapons t h a t  
C h i n e s e  long-range  research and  development  was t h e n  work- 
i n g  toward; from 1964, he  expressed a " p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  
v i e w p o i n t Y i i  a t t a c k e d  t h e  " f o u r  firstsit f o r m u l a t e d  b y  L i n  
Piao,  opposed  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  and  
opposed t h e  emphas i s  o n  p o l i t i c a l  work i n  t h e  PLA, and 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  ca l led  for  a n  e m p h a s i s  on  " m i l i t a r y  matters 
and t e c h n i q u e s "  and on  t r a i n i n g  i n  m i l i t a r y  f u n d a m e n t a l s ,  
one  e x p r e s s i o n  of wh ich  was his s p o n s o r s h i p  of m i l i t a r y  
t o u r n a m e n t s ;  from a b o u t  t h e  same time, h e  opposed  L i n  P i ao ' s  
i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  pr imacy of Maots  t h o u g h t  (and i n  f a c t  
d e r i d e d  Mao's w o r k s ) ,  c o n s p i r e d  w i t h  a number of o ther  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and p l a n t e d  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  
key  p o s i t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  + 'u su rp  m i l i t a r y  l eade r sh ip , "  

I 

I 
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t r i e d  s i m i l a r l y  t o  enlarge h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  g rounds  
of L i n ' s  ill h e a l t h ,  and  h e l d  t h a t  L i n  s h o u l d  s t e p  a s i d e  
i n  f a v o r  of a man of "greater a b i l i t y "  (presumably h i m s e l f ) ;  
and  f i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  h i s  a r r e s t ,  h e  f irebelled" a g a i n s t  t h e  
p a r t y  by  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  h i m s e l f .  

These  c h a r g e s  sum u p  t o  someth ing  l i k e  t h e  case 
a g a i n s t  Peng Te-huai ,  and  P e k i n g  has  r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  t h e  
l i n e  t h a t  Peng and  Lo a c t e d  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  of 
P e n g ' s  f a l l  and  t h a t  Lo c o n s p i r e d  w i t h  o thers  a f t e r  P e n g ' s  
fa l l - - to  t h e  same end  of d i s c r e d i t i n g  Mao's though t  ( i n  
f a v o r  of L i u  S h a o - c h i ' s  t h o u g h t ) ,  a d o p t i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  
model, c h a n g i n g  t h e  emphas i s  on p o l i t i c a l  work t o  a n  e m -  
p h a s i s  on m i l i t a r y  t e c h n i q u e ,  g a i n i n g  p e r s o n a l  power, ynd 
( i n  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  t h e  USSR) making a b i d  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f . .  
t h e '  p a r t y  and  army. 

(or h e  could  no t  have l a s t e d  a s  l o n g  a s  he d i d ) ,  b u t ,  a s  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u g g e s t e d ,  t h e r e  is some r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  some 
of them, o r  some p a r t  of same of t h e m .  I t  is c r e d i b l e ,  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h a t  Lo opposed  t h e  long-$ tanding  
d e g r e e  of emphas i s  o n  p o l i t i c a l  work i n  t h e  PLA and  t h e  
Maois t  dogmas e x p r e s s e d  as m i l i t a r y  d o c t r i n e ,  resisted 
Mao's p l a n s  fo r  a d i s r u p , t i v e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n i 1  i n  t h e  
PLA, and  r e s i s t e d  L i n t s  d i r e c t i v e  fo r  a n  even  greater . 
emphas i s  on  po1it;lcal work i n  t h e  PLA. While t h i s  c a n n o t  
be d e m o n s t r a t e d  from L o ' s  o f f i c i a l  s p e e c h e s  
t h o u g h t  i t  w o r t h  w h i l e  i n  e a r l y  1966 

t o  a c c u s e  Lo, i n  a 

f i c i a l s ,  of d e n y i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of i l c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  i n  
t h e  PLA. I t  would l o n i c a l l v  follow from s u c h  a d e n i a l  

Obv ious ly  n o t  a l l  of t h e  charges  a g a i n s t  Lo a re  t r u e  

. - ,  

'ctocument n o t  inten!ied t o  be r ead  by  

t h a t  he would be opposed b o t h  t o  t h e  ' * c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
and  t o  L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  charge i n  t h e  
p a r t y  document amounts  t o  s a y i n g  t h a t  he was. 

I t  is a l s o  credible  t h a t  Lo f a i l e d  t o  implement 
some of Mao's d i r e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  way t h a t  Mao wanted them 
implemented ,  and t h a t  he ac ted  too o f t e n  ( i n  Mao's l a t e r  
judgment )  on  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e .  T h i s  charge is s i m i l a r  
t o  c r e d i b l e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g ,  who c l e a r l y  d i d  n o t  a c t  a s  Mao wanted t h e m  t o  a c t  
i n  1966 on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of oondemning Wu H a n ' s  p l a y s  and  
who were l a t e r  s a i d  t o  have  f a i l e d  f o r  y e a r s  to  c o n s u l t  
Mao s u f f i c i e n t l y  and  t h u s  t o  have  t a k e n  some d e c i s i o n s  
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o u t  of h i s  hands .  (The specif ic  charge of f a i l u r e  t o  
t r a n s f e r  some t roops  is t o  some degree s u p p o r t e d  b y  its 
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  l p a r t y  document c i ted  above ,  
b u t  t h e  specif ic  'charge w i t h  respect t o  "reckless" a c t i o n  
by E a s t  China  forces c a n n o t  be s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  record 
of b e h a v i o r  of those  f o r c e s . )  

Some of t h e  o t h e r  charges a g a i n s t  Lo a r e  n o t  i n -  
h e r e n t l y  i n c r e d i b l e .  H e  may indeed  have been  o n e  of those  
who f a v o r e d  a compromise i n  t h e  S ino -Sov ie t  d i s p u t e - - b o t h  
in g e n e r a l ,  p a r t l y  in t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  of r a p i d  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d ,  
a g a i n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  
dange r  of war, a n d  he may have  a r g u e d  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  
t h a t  C h i n e s e  research and  development  o u g h t  t o  be r e o r i e n t e d  

1.. and s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  h i m s e l f .  S i m i l a r l y ,  he  may i n d e e d  have 
p l a c e d  h i s  f a v o r i t e s  i n  key  posts (as  most o ther  l e a d e r s  
d i d  and d o ) ,  and h e  may i n d e e d  have b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he was 
bet ter  q u a l i f i e d  t h a n  L i n  Pia0 t o  l e a d  t h e  PLA. 

~ -?I . 

T h e r e  is some r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
n o t e d ,  t h a t  one  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  f o r  L o ' s  f a l l  (or ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  for his f a l l  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time) was a r e a s o n  
which  P e k i n g  has n o t  d i s c u s s e d  a t  a l l  i n  its p u b l i c  pro- 
nouncements - - tha t  is, h i s  r o l e  i n  P e k i n g ' s  s e c u r i t y  and 
secret police a p p a r a t u s .  I t  is n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t r y  t o  
a s s i g n  c o m p a r a t i v e  degrees of impor t ance  t o  Lo's ro l e  a s  
chief-of-s taff  and Lo's role a s  a key  f i g u r e  i n  p a r t y  
s e c u r i t y  work, a s  h i s  a c t i v i t y , i n  e i t h e r  role c o u l d  have 
'been s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make him a prime t a r g e t  of t h e  p u r  e 
it is enough t o  t a k e  n o t e  Mao's r epor t ed  bel ief  

t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  a c c o m p l i s h  
[nls r a r g e - s c a l e  pu rge  of t h e  p a r t y  w i t h  Lo s t a n d i n g  where  
he was, and  t o  speculate  t h a t ,  s i n c e  Lo was on t h e  list 
anyway, h i s  p a r t y  s e c u r i t y  r o l e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for making 
him t h e  first t o  go. L o ' s  precise p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  is n o t  known. Ch inese  Communist m i l i t a r y  docu- 
m e n t s  have p r o v i d e d  e v i d e n c e  of Lo's c o n t i n u i n g  c o n c e r n  
w i t h  s e c u r i t y  matters i n  1964 and 1965, and there is a 
Red Guard a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  Lo headed a (or t h e )  " s e c u r i t y  
bureau '*  i n  t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  commi t t ee ;  t h i s  may be iden- 
t i c a l  wi th- -or  a n  o u t g r o w t h  of--the * ' p o l i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
office'* ( i d e n t i f i e d , i n  o t h e r  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s )  w h i c h  
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8s of 1961 was s e n d i n g  o u t  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teame" to con-  
d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of a t y p e  p r e v i o u s l y  associated w i t h '  
t h e  p a r t y  p o l i c e ,  arid which may s i n c e  have  been  r e d e s i g n -  
a ted a s  t h e  i f c e n t r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' '  or " c e n t r a l  r e s e a r c h "  
g r o u p .  Lo may a l s o  have k e p t  a d i rec t  r e l a t i o n s h f p  w i t h  
t h e  ' ' p o l i t i c a l  d e f e n s e "  ( s e c u r i t y )  ne twork  . i n  t h e  PLA. 
F i n a l l y ,  he may have been  t h a t  member of t h e  p a r t y  secre- 
t a r i a t  ( there  was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  someone) c h a r g e d  w i t h  
s u p e r v i s i n g  s e c u r i t y  mat ters  across t h e  b o a r d .  Whatever 
his precise p o s t  o r  c o m b i n a t i o n  of posts i n  t h i s  a r e a  of 
c o n c e r n ,  and  wha teve r  his a c t u a l  or a n t i c i p a t e d  o f f e n s e s  
- i n  h i s  p a r t y  s e c u r i t y  r o l e ,  i t  now seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  h i s  
occupancy  of t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was a factor  i n  h i s  f a l l . *  

T h e r e  r e m a i n s  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  Lo wfis a n  a c t i v e  con- 
s p i r a t o r  a g a i n s t  Mao and Lin--one who aimed a c t u a l l y  t o  
d i s l o d g e  them, .  N o r m a l l y ,  t h i s  is t h e  h a r d e s t  k i n d  of 
charge t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y ,  because, once  a g i v e n  l e a d e r  is 
in d i s f a v o r ,  P e k i n g  is n o t  above  c h a r g i n g  him w i t h  h a v i n g  
c o n s p i r e d  a g a i n s t  Mao f o r  30 y e a r s  (Liu  Shao-chi )  or 
h a v i n g  been  t h e  a c t u a l  l e a d e r  of a c o n s p i r a c y  (Peng Te- 
h u a i )  f o r  w h i c h  o t h e r s  were purged  many y e a r s  before ( t h e  
Kao j Jao  case) .  T h e r e  is some r e a s o n  i n  t h i s  case,  however,  
n o t  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  c h a r g e  o u t  of hand. 

add up t o  a f o r m i d a b l e  group:  Peng C h e n - ( h e a d  of t h e  
P e k i n g  committee), Lu Ting- i  ( d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  propaganda  

- 

Lo's c o - c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  a s  g i v e n  almost from t h e  s t a r t ,  

*Some r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no d i s c u s s i o n  
of t h i s  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  first d r a f t  of t h l s  p a p e r .  T h i s  om- 
m i s s i o n  was t h e  r e s u l t  of s i m p l e  i g n o r a n c e :  t h e  f r agmen t -  
a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  of r e c e n t  y e a r s  on  L o ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  c o n c e r n  
w i t h  t h e  secu r i ty /po l . j , ce  f i e l d  was n o t  known t o  t h e  writer,  
and t h e  reports of Mao's f e e l i n g  t h a t  Lo's p a r t y / s e c u r i t y  
r o l e  was a n  obstacle  t o  Mao's p l a n s  d i d  n o t  come t o  hand 
u n t i l  l a t e r .  I n  any  case,  those o b s e r v e r s  p roved  t o  be 
r i g h t  ( i t  is now b e l i e v e d )  who i n s i s t e d  t o  t h i s  writer 
t h a t  L o ' s  p a r t y / s e c u r i t y  ro l e  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  f ac to r .  



. .  
, .  

1 .  1 

. .  
I 

I 

I 

I 

d e p a r t m e n t ) ,  and Yang Shang-kun ( c h i e f  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee's g e n e r a l  o f f i c e ) ,  t h e  f o u r  b r a c k e t e d  t o g e t h e r  
s i n c e  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1967 a s  t h e  most s e r i o u s  o f f e n d e r s ,  
who " d e s e r v e  d e a t h . "  Red Guard newspape r s  and posters 
soon  suppl ied  t h e  names of L i u  3hao-chi ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  
Ho Lung, and  a number of lesser f i g u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  some 
who l i k e  Lo were conce rned  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  command 
of t h e  PLA, and  a p a r t y  police f i g u r e .  The a l l e g e d  con- 
s p i r a c y  of Lo w i t h  m o s t  of t h e  ma jo r  f i g u r e s  is n o t  c r e d i -  
b l e ,  beCause t h e y  d-ot f a l l  when h e  d id- -not  u n t i l  
months ,  or i n  HO'S case a yea r ,  l a t e r .  Moreover ,  t h e  
charges i n v o l v i n g  most of these major f igures  came a t  a 
time when P e k i n g  was s a y i n g  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  would  
s e r v e  t o  b l a c k e n  t h o s e  i n  d i s f a v o r .  F u r t h e r ,  

r i p a r t y  documents  of e a r l y  1966--some months a 
Lo's f a l l - - c h a r g e d  Lo w i t h - a  number of o f f e n s e s  b u t  made 
no  men t ion  of c o n s p i r a c y .  

No th ing  a b o u t  Lo c a n  be d e m o n s t r a t e d  beyond t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  was n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r u s t w o r t h y ,  
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t o  be l e f t  
i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of troops t h a t  might  have t o  be 
used  and  i n  a p a r t y  s e c u r i t y  post i n  w h i c h  he c o u l d  impede 
t h e  progress o$ t h e  p u r g e ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  disappear- 
a n c e  of Lo and  Yang Shang-kun a t  t h e  same time p r o v i d e s  
a l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  for t h e  view t h a t  Mao does r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  
t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  charge w i t h  respect t o  Lo and Yang. I t  is 
a s t r i k i n g  f a c t  t h a t  Yang d i s a p p e a r e d  from t h e  news j u s t  
one  day  a f t e r  Lo d i d ,  i n  l a t e  November 1965  (bo th  may have  
been s e i z e d  i n  e a r l y  December),  and t h a t  no  other p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  f e l l  f o r  some months a f t e r  t h a t . *  In t h e i r  common 

the G I  

J 

*Another ( a l t h o u g h  lesser) m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e  who may have  
f a l l e n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  is Hsiao Hs iang- jung ,  Lo's subor -  
d i n a t e  and Yang ' s  o p p o s i t e  number i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Defense  
who p r o b a b l y  would have worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  b o t h  Lo and 
Yang. Director of t h e  g e n e r a l  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i v e )  o f f  ice 
of t h e  M i n i s t r y  s i n c e  1954 and  f o r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  
t h a t  time a p p a r e n t l y  close t o  Yeh  Ch ien -y ing ,  Hsiao was 
o u t  of t h e  news i n  1966 and was d i s p l a y e d  w i t h  Lo and Yang 
a t  a r a l l y  i n  t h e  first week of J a n u a r y  1967. P o s t e r s  sub -  
s e q u e n t l y  l i n k e d  H s i a o  w i t h  both Lo and  Ho Lung. Another  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on  page 1 8 )  
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c a p a c i t i e s  a s  secretar ies  of t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  a n d  
i n  Lo's c a p a c i t y  a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 

. mittee 's  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and Yang ' s  c a p a c i t y  
a s  d i rec tor  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's g e n e r a l  o f f i ce ,  
t h e y  p r o b a b l y  d i d  work c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  Moreover ,  Yang 
may have been  t h e  head or s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  l 'central  
r e s e a r c h "  g r o u p  c i t e d  a b o v e  i f  t h a t  body was n o t  i d e n t i -  
c a l  w i t h  Lo's 7 1 s e c u r i t y f 1  o f f i ce ;  or he  may have  been  Lo's 

. d e p u t y  i n  some s u c h  p o s t .  Yang ' s  p o s s i b l e  occupancy  of 
a p o l i c e / s e c n r i t y  post i n  a d d i t i o n  to  his p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n  
o f  course r a i se s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  was pu rged  for  
t h i s  a l o n e - - t h a t  is, as a p e r s o n  s i m p l y  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
way, a s  Lo was s t a n d i n g  in t h e  way. But  P e k i n g  h a s . i n s i s t e d  
on t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  charge. 

Yang Shang-kun go e v e n  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  a g a i n s t  Lo. 
Yang is charged, f o r  example ,  w i t h  h a v i n g  c o n d u c t e d  
e s p i o n a g e  on  b e h a l f  of t h e  USSR, a n d ,  t o  t h i s  and  o the r  
e n d s ,  h a v i n g  p l a c e d  m o n i t o r i n g  d e v i c e s  i n  Mao's a p a r t m e n t  
( w h e r e  i m p o r t a n t  m e e t i n g s  were sometimes h e l d )  W h i l e  
t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Yang was close enough t o  Mao t o  
do t h i s ,  t h e r e  is of c o u r s e  no e v i d e n c e  beyond t h e  p o s t e r  
a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  h e  i n  f a c t  d i d  i t ,  and t h e s e  s p e c i f i c s  
seem d o u b t f u l .  But Yang had been  so close t o  Mao i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  (making t r i p s  a round  China  w i t h  him) t h a t  i t  seems 
f a i r  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  Mao would n o t  have purged  h i m  a s  he 
d i d  e x c e p t  a s  a c l ea r  and p r e s e n t  dange r .  

I n  sum, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c r e d i b l e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  
Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  most of which  c a n  be summarized a s  r e s i s t a n c e  

I -  

- I n  some s p e c i f i c s ,  t h e  p o s t e r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from: page  17)  
who may have  been  seized a t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  was Yang 
Shang-kuei ,  first s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  K i a n g s i  committee and  
a m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e  a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h a t  p r o v i n -  
c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t ;  a Red Guard newspaper  denounc ing  
Yang i n  F e b r u a r y  1967 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  Y a n g , . o u t  of t h e  news 
s i n c e  l a te  December 1965, is t h e  b r o t h e r  of Yang Shang- 
kun. 
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t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " g i v i n g  f i rs t  p l a c e  t o  p o l i t i c s "  and 
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  po l ic ies  of p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ;  
t h i s  i n  i t se l f  would have marked h i m  for  p u r g i n g .  Beyond 
t h i s ,  t h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Mao f e l t  t h a t  Lo i n  h i s  
s e c u r i t y  post  would be a n  obstacle t o  t h e  pu rge  of o thers .  
And beyond t h i s ,  t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Lo and 
Yang suggests  t h a t  Mao may r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h e  c h a r g e  of 
" c o n s p i r a c y f f  between t h e m ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of t r y i n g  
t o  o b s t r u c t  Mao's p o l i c i e s  and  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  d i s l o d g e  L i n .  
( A  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  of May 1967 bund led  
a l l  of t h e  c h a e  m s t  Lo i n t o  those  p r i n c i p a l  two: 
Lo "opposed Chairman Mao's m i l i t a r y  l i n e  and  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t o  g i v e  first p l a c e  to  p o l i t i c s  and o t h e r  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  by  Comrade L in  P i a o f f  and worked i n  l t c o l l u s i o n "  w i t h  
o t h e r  d i s g r a c e d  l e a d e r s  t o  " c a r r y  o u t  i n s i d i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  u s u r p  m i l i t a r y  power. . .")  The Link  w i t h  Peng Chen and I , ,  i ,  

Lu T i n g - i  is h a r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  b u t  Lo may have been  
making--or c o u l d  have been  r e g a r d e d  as making--his Shangha i  
t r i p  on  t h e i r  behalf .* 

*It  is n o t  a t  a l l  c lear  why P e k i n g  from t h e  s t a r t  h a s  
t r ea t ed  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f o u r  p a r t y  leaders - -Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  
Yang Shang-kun, Peng Chen, and Lu Ting-i--as  a t i g h t l y - k n i t  
c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  g rou  , and c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r e s e n t  them a s  

f e r e n t  c a t e t o r y  from--the a l l e g e d  leaders  of t h e  opposi- 
t i o n  t o  Mao o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  L i u  Shao-chi  and  Teng Hsiao-  
p i n g .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t r e a t m e n t  suggests t h a t  Mao may 
b e l i e v e  t h e  f o u r  t o  have been  g u i l t y  of c o n s p i r a c y  i n  t h e  
s h a r p e s t  p o s s i b l e  s e n s e  (even  though  he does n o t  want  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  p u b l i c l y ) - - t h a t  is, a c o n s p i r a c y  t o  o v e r t h r o w  
him i n  a sudden  coup.  The f o u r  would i n  f a c t  have made a 
f a i r  team f o r  an-empted coup--with L o ' s  c o n t r o l  of  PLA 
f o r c e s  and  some p a r t  of t h e  p a r t y  pol ice ,  Yang ' s  c o n t r o l  
o f  some p a r t  of communica t ions  t o  and  from Mao, P e n g ' s  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c i t y  of P e k i n g ,  and L u ' s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
propaganda  d e p a r t m e n t  (and t h u s  of t h e  news which would 
fol low a c o u p ) ,  T h e r e  is no i n d e p e n d e n t  e v i d e n c e ,  however ,  
t h a t  t h e  fou r  were a c t u a l l y  p l a n n i n g  a coup.  P e r h a p s  Lo 
J u i - c h i n g  is t h e  l i n k  t o  t h e  other t h r e e  f o r  t h e  " c o n s p i r -  
acy"  c h a r g e :  t h a t  is,  he was r e g a r d e d  a s  c o n s p i r i n g  w i t h  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  page 20) 

more s e r i o u s  cr + m n a l s  than--im f a c t ,  i n  a n  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f -  

I .  
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The P o l i t i c a l  Work C o n f e r e n c e  and  LPang Pi -geh ,  C a r l y  1966 

As promised  i n  November 1965,  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment  i n  or a b o u t  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1966 c a l l e d  a p o l i t i c a i  
work c o n f e r e n c e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a l l  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  
PLA, which--Peking s a i d - - l * s t u d i e d i l  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee and  Chairman Mao on c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
PLA and o n  p o l i t i c a l  work i n  i t ,  and  a l s o  ' I s tud ied"  ways 
of implement ing  L i n  P i a o ' s  i v e  p r i n c i p l e s f 1  of November 
1965 o n  " g i v i n g  prominence  to  p o l i t i c s e i l  ( T h i s  may have  
been  t h e  m e e t i n g  which  " f u l l y  exposedi1 L o  J u i - c h i n g . )  W i t h -  
i n  a month of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  L i n  found a n o t h e r  high-rank-  
ir ig o f f i c e r - i n  f a c t ,  a d e p u t y  d i r ec to r  of t h e  Genera l  
P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  i t se l f - - to  make an example o f ,  a s  a . 
l e a d e r  who d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of " p o l i t i c s  
i n  first placei1 and t h e r e f o r e  was u n q u a l i f i e d  t o  l e a d .  
This was L i a n g  Pi-yeh.  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  c o n f e r e n c e  were 
rece jv i+d  by Chou E n - l a i ,  Chu Te, Teng Hs iao -p ing ,  and  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  19) 
Yang Shang-kun on one  hand ( a s  t h e i r  s i m u l t a n e o u s  a r r e s t  
s u g g e s t s ) ,  and  as s u g g e s t e d  above ,  h i s  t r i p  t o  Shangha i  
i n  November 1965 was t a k e n  a s  e v i d e n c e  of c o n s p i r a c y  with 
Peng and Lu, those d i r e c t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  process 
Jlao had s e t  i n  mot ion  i n  Shangha i .  (The ' l c o n s p i r a c y * t  
be tween Peng and Lu h a s  been  p r e s e n t e d  by P e k i n g  a s  a 
c n n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  Mao'e l f t h o u g h t l f  r a t h e r  t h a n  h i s  p e r s o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  mat ters  a s  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  p u b l i s h  Mao's 
works  i n  1962 w h i l e  p u b l i s h i n g  a l o t  of L i u ' s ,  and t h e i r  
c o l l u s i o n  on a F e b r u a r y  1966 r e p o r t  which  s h i e l d e d  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a t t a c k i n g  o the r  o p p o n e n t s  of Mao's t h o u g h t ;  b u t  Mao 
may have some u n p u b l i s h e d  c h a r g e s .  A t  any  r a t e ,  Mao has  
been  t r e a t i n g  a l l  f o u r  a s  i f  h e  meant e v e n t u a l l y  t o  shoot 
them--ra t h e r  t h a n  k e e p i n g  them around a s  ? * n e g a t i v e  examples '  
l i k e  Liu  and Teng--and, i f  so, h e  may a t  t h a t  t i m e  p r o v i d e  
a b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  " b l a c k  t h r e a d "  t h a t  u n i t e s  these 
p a r t i c u l a r  f o u r  
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Peng Chen, e a c h  o f  whom e x c e p t  Chou was t o  be d i s g r a c e d  
i n  t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r .  Chou', Teng, and Pen$ gave  "impor- 
t a n t  reports" which  were n o t  p u b l i s h e d .  Yeh Ch ien -y ing  
of t h e  MAC, Hsiao Hua, Di rec tor  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r t -  
ment (who p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ) ,  and  Yang Cheng- 
wu, t h e  s e n i o r  d e p u t y  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  ( b e l i e v e d  t o  have  
b e e n  a c t i n g  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  by  t h i s  t i m e ) ,  made s p e e c h e s ;  
o n l y  Hs iao ' s  was made p u b l i c  ( i n  summary), T h e r e  may 
have  b e e n  a s p e e c h  by L i a n g  Pi -yeh  h i m s e l f ,  a s  Pek- h a s  
s p o k e n  o f  i f t w o  documents  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i -  
c a l  Department"  b u t  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  one ,  H s i a o ' s .  
Lo J u i - c h i n g  was n o t  p r e s e n t ,  a good i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  
was a r r e s t e d  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y ;  i n  f a c t  h e  m i s s e d  a n  i m -  
p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  f u n e r a l  i n  December. 

T h e . p o l i t i c a 1  work c o n f e r e n c e  of c o u r s e  c a l l e d  upon 
t h e  PLA t o  f t c o n t i n u o u s l y  g i v e  prominence t o  p o l i t i c s  and  
r e s o l u t e l y  implement  t h e  f i v e  p r i n c i p l e s , "  and i t  reaf-  
f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  form of " g i v i n g  prominence" 
was t h e  " s y s t e m  of d u a l  l e a d e r s h i p  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  commands 
and  [PLA] p a r t y  committees..." ( O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  
is i n  f a c t  a t r i p l e  l e a d e r s h i p - - t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  p a r t y  com- 
mittee; b u t  t h e - p o l i t i c a l  off icer  is n o r m a l l y  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  
s o  i t  c a n  be descr ibed a s  l l d u a l . * i  The p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r /  
secre ta ry  n o r m a l l y  h a s  t h e  g r e a t e r  power, t h i s  i t se l f  
b e i n g  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of " g i v i n g  prominence  t o  p o l i t i c s . " )  

. ,  

Hsiao Hua i n  h i s  speech e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " p u t t i n g  
p o l i t i c s  f i r s t "  was n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  r ' c l a s s  s t ruggle"  
s t i l l  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  PLA ( someth ing  Lo was c h a r g e d  w i t h  
d e n y i n g ) .  I n d e e d ,  Hsiao went  on, " p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  
first" was t h e  ' 'supreme and  m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r  i n  o u r  
combat r e a d i n e s s q 1  ( b e c a u s e  morale is t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r  i n  f i g h t i n g ) .  F u r t h e r ,  Hsiao s a i d ,  there had been  
a d i s p u t e  i n  t h e  PLA a b o u t  w h e t h e r  to  p u t  p o l i t i c s  first,  
a d i s p u t e  which i tsel f  reflected t h e  f a c t  of c o n t i n u e d  
i t c l a s s  s t ruggle"  i n  t h e  PLA.. 

I n  mid-February ,  L i a n g  Pi -yeh ,  a o n e t i m e  p o l i t i c a l  
off icer  w i t h  L i n  P i a o ' s  4 t h  F i e l d  Army and  who had s e r v e d  
i n  Korea b e f o r e  becoming a d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment  unde r  Hsiao Hua, s u d d e n l y  dropped  o u t  of s i g h t  
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, a f t e r  making several  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  t h e  first ha l f  of 
F e b r u a r y .  H e  was n o t  h e a r d  from a g a i n  u n t i l  h e  was de- 

, nounced i n  w a l l - p o s t e r s  i n  e a r l y  1967; a t  t h e  same time, 
a r e p o r t e d  s p e e c h  by  L i n  Piao on 10  August  1966 expLained 
L i a n g ' s  f a l l  i n  terms of h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  
of " p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  first." 

.: ' 

' , .  
. .  

L i n  i m p l i e d  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  ( a s  r e p o r t e d )  t h a t  h e  
h imse l f  had purged  Liang .  When he ( L i n )  had p u t  forward 
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  t h e  ' I f  i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  of p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  
f i r s t " - - t h a t  is, the d i r e c t i v e  of 15 November 1965, pre- 
v i o u s l y  summarized--Liang had r e s i s t e d  L i n ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n .  
The a c c o u n t  of L i n ' s  SDeeCh d o e s  n o t  make c lear  whether  

1 

I 
' I  

I 
' I  I 

I 

L i a n g  a r g u e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  L i n  a t  t h e  t i m e  (p robab ly  
n o t ,  s i n c e  he l a s t e d  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y ) , ,  or l a t e r  changed 
t h e  s e n s e  of L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e  i n  m a t e r i a l s  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  or had t a k e n  a d i f f e r e n t  
l i n e  i n  a speech of his own ( a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work con- 
f e r e n c e  of J a n u a r y ,  or o n  some o the r  o c c a s i o n ) .  But  i n  
any  e v e n t ,  a s  L i n  was s a i d  t o ' h a v e  p u t  i t  i n  h i s  10 August 
s p e e c h ,  L i a n g  had h e l d  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  s h o u l d  be "adap ted  
t o f l - - t h e  s e n s e  is, better c o o r d i n a t e d  wi th- - the  f l p r a c t i c a l  
b u s i n e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  f o r  war." Thus L i a n g  had f a i l e d  
t h e  first test  of t h e  l o y a l t y  and competence of PLA 
cadres,  a s  s t a t e d  by L i n  dn November; he had  opposed  
Mao's t h o u g h t ,  which f l a lways  p u t s  p o l i t i c s  first." I n  
other words, t h e  Mao-Lin approach  t o  m i l i t a r y  p repa red -  
n e s s  had p roved  too much even  fo r  t h i s  t q p - l e v e l  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i ce r  whose e n t i r e  career was b u i l t  on  p o l i t i c a l - w o r k - - a s  
i t  had p roved  too much fo r  Lo Ju i -ch ing  and  was t o  p rove  
too much f o r  o t h e r s .  Posters l a t e r  got a round  t o  c h a r g i n g  
L iang  w i t h  c o n s p i r a c y  w i t h  b o t h  Lo and Ho Lung, b u t  t h i s  _ . . '  
was o b v i o u s l y  an a f t e r t h o u g h t ;  L i a n g ' s  f a l l  came too locg 
a f t e r  L o ' s ,  and  too l o n g  before Ho's, for  t h i s  charge.40 
be a t  a l l  credible .  L i n t s  g i v e n  r e a s o n ,  which - is c z e d i b l e ,  
was enough,  

I 

I 

' I  

I 
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The S o - c a l l e d  llCoupfi of F e b r u a r y  1966 . 

S i n c e  J a n u a r y  1967, there have been  f r e q u e n t  c h a r g e s  
i n  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a t lcoupt l  was a t tempted  i n  
P e k i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966, when Mao was a b s e n t  from Pek ing .  
Al though t h e  waters have  been  b a d l y  muddied by these 'Red 
Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  "coup" seems to  re la te  e n t i r e l y  t o  
some i n i t i a t i v e - - a c t u a l ,  p l a n n e d ,  or  suspec ted- -on  t h e  
p a r t  of Peng Chen, a g a i n s t  wh ich  c o u n t e r - a c t i o n  may have  
been  t a k e n  by Mao or someone a c t i n g  for Mao, p o s s i b l y  L i n  
Piao. 

T h e r e  is a credible repor t  t h a t  -An *August  1966 Teng 
Hsiao-p ing ,  h i m s e l f  a b o u t  t o  be d i s g r a c e d ,  was asked to" 
comment on-mas t h e  q u e s t i o n e r  p u t  i t - - t h e  "Februa ry  mutiny."  
Teng d e n i e d  t h a t  any  " such  t h i n g "  had t a k e n  p l a c e ,  and 
s u r m i s e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was based on  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
b e i n g  g i v e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  ( F e b r u a r y )  to  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of s t a t i o n i n g  ( b i l l e t i n g ? )  troops i n  some schools, a n  I 

a c t i o n  which,  Teng s a i d ,  was decided a g a i n s t .  Accord ing  
t o  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  Teng a n g r i l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  e i t he r  h e  or 
a n o t h e r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  leader-- the t e x t  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  
Peng Chen-had . t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  order t h e  troops t o  "movelt, 
( i n t o  t h e  schools?) .  I /  

The i n c i d e n t  was muddied i n  t hose  Red Guard matei 
r i a l s  of e a r l y  1967 which  g a v e  a l e a d i n g  ro l e  t o  Lo J u i -  
c h i n g  or r e l a t e d  Ho Lung ' s  a l leged p l o t t i n g  i n  t h i s  per iod ,  
The a c c o u n t s  f e a t u r i n g  Lo were on  t h e  face of i t  i n c r e d i -  
b le ,  a s  there  was good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Lo had been  t a k e n  
o u t  of a c t i o n  two months p r i o r  to  t h e  supposed  lvcoup. l f  
The a c c o u n t s  f e a t u r i n g  Ho i n  some i n s t a n c e s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
Ho was a p a r t  of t h e  l ~ c o u p , l '  b u t  more o f t e n  a c c u s e d . H o  
of p l o t t i n g  s e p a r a t e l y  d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y  f o r  a coup  of h i s  
own l a t e r .  ( T h i s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  a s u b s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n  
on t-11 of Ho Lung.) S t i l l  l a t e r ,  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  
bkought Liu  Shao-chi  and  Teng Hs iao -p ing  i n t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  
l lcoup" of F e b r u a r y ,  b u t  t h e  accompanying s c e n a r i o s  were 
p u e r i l e  . 

P i a o ' s  a c c o u n t  ( a p p a r e n t l y  r e c e n t )  of ''coup" p l o t t i n g  by 
W a l l - p o s t e r s  of J a n u a r y  1967 p u r p o r t e d  t o  g i v e  L i n  
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t h e  f o u r  p a r t y  leaders i n  t h e  greatest  d e g r e e  o f - d i s g r a c e  
a t  t h e  time L i n  spoke--Peng Chen, Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  Lu T l n g - i ,  
a n d  Yang Shang-kun. I n  t h e  poster a c c o u n t s ,  L in  d i d  n o t  
s p e c i f y  t h e  per iod of ' t h e  p l o t t i n g ,  b u t  p o i n t e d . t o  Peng 
Chen a s  t h e  key  f i g u r e ,  and a p p e a r e d  t o  i n c l u d e  I n  his 
remarks t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  aborted i n c i d e n t  of F e b r u a r y  
1966. 
i n  t h e  p l a n s  of t h e  f o u r  disgraced leaders ,  a'nd t h a t : P L A  
troops had been s e n t  i n t o  P e k i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  any  ' " coun te r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  coup  from s e i z i n g  key p o s i t i o n s . "  ' I n  o the r  
words ,  i t  was n o t  Peng Chen who had moved the t r o o p s ,  
b u t  Mao and Lin; and-no '?coup" was e v e r  s taged .  

Lin repor ted ly  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had l t sme l l ed  gunpowder" 

I n  l a t e  A p r i l  1967, a c c o r d i n g  t o  w a l l - p o s t e r s  of 
e a r l y  May, two of Mao's closest comrades commentdd80rr , the 
F e b r u a r y  vlcoup. t r  Chou E n - l a i  r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t ,  'sol 

f a r  as he knew, there was n o t  e v e n  a p l o t  to  carr 'y . 'but  
a coup  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966. Chou is s a i d  t o  have  gorse on 
to  remark t h a t ,  w h i l e  s u s p i c i o n s  were n a t u r a l ,  t h e  s t o r i n g  
of food was a r o u t i n e  mat ter  (Pek ing  was still  w m d i e d  
a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  war). Kang Sheng,  Who ' 

h i m s e l f  had been t h e  main source (among p a r t y  , l a a d e r s J  :A' 

of remarks e n c o u r a g i n g  a belief i n  s u c h  a p l o t ,  was 
r e p o r t e d l y  more e v a s i v e .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
q u e s t i o n  of Peng C h e n ' s  attempt t o  e n l a r g e  h i s  powers . 
from t h e  spec i f i c  q u e s t i o n  of a "Februa ry  coup c o n s p i r a c y , "  
and r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t  Peng C h e n ' s  a c t i o n  i n  o p d e r i n g  
two PLA r e g i m e n t s  i n t o  two P e k i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  ' i n  F e b r u a r y  
1966 were t h e  a p p a r e n t  b a s i s  of t h e  rumore ,  b u t  he  d i s -  
claimed f u l l  knowledge ( i t  is n o t  c lear  w h e t h e r  he meant 
of t h e  r u m o r s  or of- t h e  p l o t ) .  

T h e r e  a r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  repor ted  testi-  
mony. of Lin ,  Chou and  Kang on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of p l o t t i n g  a 
"coup" i n  or fo r  F e b r u a r y  1966, and Kang may have  b e e n .  
l e a v i n g  h i m s e l f  room t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  l a t e r .  
I t  may t u r n  o u t  t h a t  a g r o u p  around Peng Chen was i n d e e d  
p l o t t i n g  a coup  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  a c c o u n t s  to  d a t e  have b e e n .  
e i t he r  weakly  or f a n t a s t i c a l l y  s p e c i f i e d ) ,  b u t  t h e  t h r e e  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  c i ted  above a p p e a r  t o  agree on  o n e  c e n t r a l  
p o i n t - - t h a t  n o  c r ~ ~ ~ p "  was staged. 

! 
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Some P r e p a r a t i o n s ,  S p r i n g  1966 
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In  the s p r i n g  of 1966,  t h e  PLA took t h e  p u b l i c  lead 
i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f i  i n  China .  A t  t h e  same time, 
however,  Mao and  L i n  made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  
l t r e v o l u t i o n l t  i n t o  t h e  PLA i t s e l f ,  and to c o n d u c t  a 
thorough-going  pu rge  of t h e  PLA. C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  
be l i e f ,  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n i t  (and t h e  p u r g e )  
i n  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  l a g  b e h i n d  t h e s e  deve lopmen t s  i n  t h e  
p a r t y ,  b u t  r a n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e m ,  i n  t h e  same t i m e -  
pe r iods .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  l a y  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  
I l r e v o l u t i o n "  and  t h e  s c a l e  of t h e  purge--weaker and smaller  
i n  t h e  PLA t h a n  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  

a n  i m p r e s s i v e  list of v i c t i m s  a s  t h e  p u r g e  proceeded, 
had c o n d u c t e d  a p ro longed  symposium o n  l ' c u l t u r a l l t  work 
i n  t h e  PLA. She t h e n  wrote a report  i n  which-- judging 
from s u b s e q u e n t  deve lopments - -she  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  PLA was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  She 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  report a r e f u t a t i o n  of t h e  thesis--at- 
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a l l e n  Lo J u i - c h i n g o - t h a t  t h e r e  was no  
' ' c lass  s t r u g g l e "  i n  t h e  PLA (and hence  n o  need for  a 
l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 1  i n  i t ) .  T h i s  r e p o r t  was approved  
by Chen Po-ta  and t h e n  by  L i n  P i a o ,  i n  l a t e  March. A t  
t h e  end  of March, Mao h i m s e l f ,  who had been  o u t  of s i g h t  
s i n c e  l a t e  November, was a g a i n  v i s i b l y  i n  command, acco rd -  
i n g  t o  a J a p a n e s e  Communist p a r t y  d e l e g a t i o n  w h i c h  m e t  
w i t h  him. 

. , In  F e b r u a r y  1966, Madame Mao, who was t o  a c c u m ~ l a t e .  I 

I 

.. 

I n  A p r i l  and  May 1966 t h e  PLA, w h a t e v e r  its own 
p o l i t i c a l  weaknesses ,  was w e l l  ahead of t h e  p a r t y  i n  
s t a t i n g  Mae's p o s i t i o n s  and i n t e n t i o n s .  Back i n  November 
1965 t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  A r m  D a i l y ,  had co r rec t ly  denounced 
Wu Han ' s  p l a y  a s  a tl&o=weedll w h i l e  most of t h e  
p a r t y  press was c a l l i n g  f o r  a "hundred  f l o w e r s 1 *  d e b a t e  
on i t .  On 18 A p r i l 1  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  now i n  l i n e  on 
t h i s  i s s u e ,  t h e  PLA newspaper  took t h e  l e a d  a g a i n ,  i n  a 
major  e d i t o r i a l  f o r e c a s t i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  n e x t  ' 

s e v e r a l  months .  I t  r ev iewed  t h e  " s h a r p  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  
on t h e  c u l t u r a l  f r o n t , "  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  term !'great.. . 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , 1 t  re i terated t h a t  Mao's works were 
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t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  "supreme g u i d a n c e , "  a n d  ca l l ed  for a 
"new c u l t u r e . "  The newspaper  f o l l o w e d  up  on  4 May w i t h  
a n  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  e d i t o r i a l  c l e a r l y  f o r e c a s t i n g  a p u r g e ,  
and on  8 May w i t h  a n o t h e r  c a l l i n g  e x p r e s s l y  fo r  i t .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  (7 May), Mao is s a i d  t o  have  s e n t  
a l e t t e r  t o  L i n  Piao--not  p u b l i c i z e d  u n t i l  1 Augus t ,  Army 
Day- -ca l l i ng  for  t h e  PLA t o  be t u r n e d  i n t o  a " g r e a t  School'' 
w h i c h  would s e r v e  a s  a model for  a l l  of China t o  become 
s u c h  a school .  The PLA, w h i l e  m a s t e r i n g  and e m p h a s i z i n g  
its m i l i t a r y  tasks ,  was a l s o  to  s t u d y  p o l i t i e s  and econo- 
m i c s - - s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  was t o  engage  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n -  
d u s t r y ,  and propaganda .  ( O t h e r  components  of society were 
s i m i l a r l y  to master t h e i r  spec ia l t i e s  and  l e a r n  those .  
of othera . )  When t h e  le t ter  was s u r f a c e d  i n  Augus t ,  i t  
was used  t o  bea t  those l i k e  Lo J u i - c h i n g  and  L i a n g  Pi- 
yeh charged w i t h  o p p o s i n g  L i n  P i a o ' s  d i r e c t i v e s  on p u t t i n g  
p o l i t i c s  first and w i t h  w i s h i n g  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e  PLA' to  t h e  
" s i n g l e "  task of t r a i n i n g  and  f i g h t i n g .  Mao's l e t te r  was 
a l s o  t o  s e r v e  a s  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  much of t h e  PLA's 
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  y e a r  ahead .  

committee h s l d  a work-conference  a t  w h i c h  L i n  P i a o  made 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  speech. Appea r ing  i n  h i s  role a s  Mao's d e  
f a c t o  first l i e u t e n a n t  and a s  h i s  main i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  
d e s t r o y i n g  other  p a r t y  leaders  who had l o s t  or  were soon  
t o  lose h i s  f a v o r ,  L i n  is s a i d  . to have c h a r g e d  t h a t  Peng 
Chen and other leaders  s o u g h t  t o  b r i n g  Mao.down, and  t o  
have  i m p l i e d  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  other t o p - r a n k i n g  l e a d e r s  would 
be purged. A c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  af 16 May--revealed 
much la te r - -made  t h e  same p o i n t ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t -  
e n c e  of "a number" of Mao's o p p o n e n t s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee l e v e l  and s t a t i n g  e x p r e s s l y  t h a t  s u c h  r a s c a l s  
( V e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e i i )  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e  PLA a8 w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and government .  PLA leaders 
b y  t h i s  t i m e  had good r e a s o n  for  a p p r e h e n s i o n .  

I t  may have  been i n  a b o u t  t h i s  pe r iod - -a l though  
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  were n o t  p u b l i c i z e d  f o r  some weeks--that 
some PLA leaders were g i v e n  key new p o s t s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
for t h e  PLA's ro le  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n i f  a s  a whole 
and f o r  t h e  work ings  of t h e  ' ' r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA i t s e l f .  

I n  mid-May ( i t  was l a t e r  l e a r n e d ) ,  t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  
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Liu Chih-chen ,  Hs iao  Hua ' s  most i m p o r t a n t  d e p u t y  i n  t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  L i a n g  Pi-  
y e h ,  and H s i e h  Tang-chung, head of its c u l t u r a l  s u b d e p a r t -  
m e n t ,  may have  been  named a t  once  to  t h e  c e n t r a l  commit- 
tee's new C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, headed by Chen Po- 
t a  and  Madame Mao, which was formed in May t o  r e p l a c e  an 
a n a l o g o u s  f ive-man committee headed by  t h e  d i s g r a c e d  Peng 
Chen. (The PLA's a n a l o g o u s  g r o u p  was n o t  formed u n t i l  
t h e  autumn.)  Hsiao Wang-tung, a l o n g t i m e  % p o l i t i c a l  of- 
f i ce r  and  d e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  bf C u l t u r e  f o r  a y e p r , : i a y  
have  t a k e n  o v e r  i n  May a s  a c t i n g  M i n i s t e r  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
d i s g r a c e d  Lu ( l i n k e d  w i t h  Peng Chen and other  of Mao's 
o p p o n e n t s ) .  And Yeh Chien-y ing  of t h e  MAC may have  been  
added  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  (unde r  Teng 
H s i a o - p i n g ) ,  w h i c h  was to have  a l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  manage- 
ment of t h e  first s tages  of t h e  " r e v o P u t i o n . "  

The " F a i l u r e "  of t h e  Work-Teams . Summer 1966 

The main i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
i n  J u n e  and J u l y  of 1966 was t h e  work-team. These  smal l  
teams, d e r i v i n g  from t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  work-teams 
of 1964, were a s s i g n e d  and named by h i g h e r  p a r t y  c o m m i t -  
tees, and s e n t  down to  i n v e s t i g a t e  s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies  and 
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  i n  t h e m .  I t  is a p p a r e n t  from 
t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of Madame Mao t h a t  Mao h i m s e l f  approved  t h e  
c o n c e p t  of t h e  work-team, and t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Chen 
Po- ta - -ch ief  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group--did so too,  

" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  I t  s u p p l i e d  PLA o f f i ce r s  and men 
f o r  some of t h e  work-teams which acted on  n o n - m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and  i t  was i t s e l f  t h e  object of t h e  a c t i -  
v i t y  of work-teams. 

The PLA had a d o u b l e  r o l e  i n  t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  

The PLA's ro l e  i n  t h e  work-teams a c t i n g  on non- 
m i l i t a r y  b o d i e s  was h a r d l y  men t ioned  by P e k i n g  i n  t h e  
summer of 1966. One p o s t e r  h a s  g i v e n  a f i g u r e  o f  3,000 
for  t h e  t o t a l  number of PLA men t a k i n g  p a r t ,  b u t  t h i s  
seems l o w ,  T h e r e  h a s  been some e f f o r t  i n  1967 t o  p r e s e n t  
t h e  PLA p e r s o n n e l  a s  p l a y i n g  a h e r o i c  r o l e - - t h a t  is, a s  
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h a v i n g  been t h e  most m i l i t a n t  (therefore most correct) 
e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  work-teams, and a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  kept down 
by the p a r t y  figures who dQminated t h e  teams. It may well 
be,  a s  some o b s e r v e r s  have  c o n c l u d e d ,  t h a t  Ma0 and  Lin  
knew a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  s tage of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n l '  
t h a t  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  work-team pe r iod  to d i s -  
grace t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s - - t h a t  is, Liu 
Shao-chi  and  Teng Hslao-p ing .  If s o ,  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  PLA 
p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  teams c o u l d  have been t h a t  of d i s c r e d i t -  
i n g  t h e  t eams ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  a m i l i t a n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  accord- 
a n c e  w i t h  Mae's w i s h e s  ( n o t  t h e n  r e v e a l e d )  w h i c h  would 
n e c e s s a r i l y  be modera t ed  by  t h e  p a r t y  p e r s o n n e l  on t h e  
team, who were i n  re t rospect  t o  be found g u i l t y  of sup- 
p r e s s i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  However, w h i l e  t h e  b a s i c  s p e c u l a -  
tion (Mao's del iberate  ent rapment ,ofLhLiu  and  Teng)  may 
well be correct ,  t h e  PLA p e r s o n n e l  on  t h e  work-teams d i d  
n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  follow s u c h  a s t r a t e g y . *  Moreover ,  work- 
teams operated c o n c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  PLA i t se l f  and  were 
found  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t  there  too. 

Peking '  h a s  t o ld  u s  so l i t t l e  about t h e  work-teams 
i n  t h e  PLA--an e m b a r r a s s i n g  top ic- - tha t  w e  do not know 
e i the r  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t i o n  or  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  of t h e i r  a t -  
t e n t i o n .  T h a t  is, w e  do n o t  know w h e t h e r  t h e  teams were 
composed e n t i r e l y  of PLA p e r s o n n e l  or i n c l u d e d  o u t s i d e r s ,  
a n d ,  wh icheve r  t h e  case,  what t h e  mix was of m i l i t a r y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  PLA p e r s o n n e l ;  and w e  do n o t  know how f a r  i n t o  
t h e  PLA t h e  work-teams got ,  But  t h e  - ' m i l i t a r y  academies  
and  schools" were c l e a r l y  t h e  main c o n c e r n s  of t h e  teams,  
a l o n g  w i t h  PLA f l c u l t u r a l l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  j u s t  as " c u l t u r a l  

*A MAC d i  r e c t i v e  of F e b r u a r y  1967 r e v e a l e d  t h a t  some 
PLA p e r s o n n e l  had led  work-teams i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  and t h a t  some of them had performed so p o o r l y  
( n o n - m i l i t a n t l y )  t h a t  t h e y  had l a t e r  been r e t u r n e d  t o  
those o r g a n i z a t i o n s  fo r  weeks or months of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e i r  poor pe r fo rmance .  C o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
work-teams was p r o b a b l y  a s  g e n e r a l l y  t r u e  of t h e  PLA 
l e a d e r s  as of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

- 
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and e d u c a t i o n a l "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t h e  main ob jec ts  of 
t h e  a c t i v i t y  of teams working  i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s ,  

I n  any  e v e n t ,  t h e  r e l e v a n t  deve lopment ,  fo r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  p a p e r ,  is t h e  e f f o r t  made by Mao and  
L i n  t o  make t h e  per iod of t h e  work-teams i n  t h e  PLA 
s e r v e  t h e  purposes--developed later--of t h e  pu rge  of t h e  
PLA. T h i s  e f f o r t  h a s  f o c u s s e d  o n  L iu  Chih-chien ,  t h e  
d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  and 
most a c t i v e  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  v 9 r e v o l u t i o n i q  i n  t h e  PLA from 
J u n e  t o  November, who ( c o n t r a r y  t o  s u b s e q u e n t  asser t ions)  
d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  f a l l  o u t  of favor u n t i l  November 1966. 

Red Guard, p o s t e r s  and  papers ,  q u o t i n g  p a r t y  and  
m i l i t a r y  leaders : ' have  condemned L i u  b o t h  f o r  t h e  PLA's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  work-teams a c t i n g  on n o n - m i l i t a r y '  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  work-teams i n  
t h e  PLA. As f o r  t h e  former, L i u  is s a i d  t o  have " e a g e r l y  
agreed"--as  i f  h e  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  on h i s  own--to t h e  
proposal of L i u  and Teng for  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  
work-teams, t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  conduc t  of w h i c h  ( i n  retrospect) 
"damaged t h e  good name" of t h e  PLA; and  L i u  is a l s o  con- 
demned fo r  s u p p o r t i n g  Liu  and  Teng i n  oppos ing  t h e  wl th -  
drawal  of t h e  work-teams when Chen Po-ta proposed  t h i s . '  
T h i s  l i n e  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  seemed a s  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  
Red Guards,  however,  a s  t h e  l i ne - -no ted  above--which 
p r e s e n t s  t h e  PLA p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  h a v i n g  been g l o r i o u s l y  
m i l i t a n t  members of t h e  teams. L 

I n  f a c t  nobody a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l  was b e i n g  
g l o r i o u s l y  m i l i t a n t  i n  t h a t  per iod ,  I t  seems e s t a b l i s h e d  
( a s  o u r  earl ier papers  have  a r g u e d )  t h a t  L i u  and Teng d i d  
n o t  have a c lear  d i r e c t i v e  from Mao t o  make t h e  work-teams 
s u p p o r t  t h e  i t r e v o l u t i o n a r y t l  ( t h e  most m i l i t a n t )  e l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  work-teams'  
were a c t i n g  i n ,  and  i t  seems j u s t  a s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  Hs iao  
Hua a s  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  d i d  
n o t  have  a c lear  d i r e c t i v e - - f r o m  Mao, L i n ,  or whomever--of 
t h i s  k i n d  fo r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  work-teams i n  t h e  PLA. 
Whereas t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n  of t h e  work- I 

teams i n  g e n e r a l  s e r v e d  a d m i r a b l y  t o  b r i n g  down L i u  and  
Teng a t  t h e  time, there was n o  p a r a l l e l  w i sh  o n  Mao's 
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p a r t  t o  b r i n g  down L i n  P ia0  or Hsiao Hua, who c o u l d  j u s t  
' - a s  e a s i l y  have been  blamed for t h e  s i m i l a r  b e h a v i o r  of 

t h e  work-teams i n  t h e  PLA. N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  l a t e r  seemed ' des i rab le- -when R e d  Guard posters r a i s e d  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  
1 e m b a r r a s s i n g  q u e s t i o n - - t o  have a scapegoat f o r  t h i s  ad- 
I m i t t e d l y  i n s u f f  i c i e n t l y - m i l i t a n t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  PLA's 

l i f e ,  a n d ,  s i n c e  L i n  a n d  ( a t  t h a t  time) Hsiao were n o t  
1 I i n  d i s f a v o r  and  c o u l d  n o t  be u s e d ,  Liu  Chih-chien was 
I s e l e c t e d .  

,I ,I 

I. 
\ 

Thus i n  1967 t h e  p o s t e r s  and p a p e r s  have s a i d  t h a t  
i n  t h e  summer of 1966 L iu - -a l l eged ly  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  absence  
of L i n  and Hsiao, j u s t  a s  L i u  Shao-chi and  Teng Hsiao-p ing  

I a re  s a i d  t o  have  acted i n  t h e  absence  of Mao--did n o t  , -  want  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  PLA and i s s u e d  
I ; a  number of " i n c o f r e c t l q  d i r e c t i v e s .  H e  is s a i d  t o  have 

s e n t  work-teams t o  " m i l i t a r y  schools  and  [ c i v i l ]  local-  
!' i t ies"  w h e r e  t h e y  acted t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y '  
ti movement, j u s t  a s  t h e  work-teams d i r e c t e d  by L i u  and  

Teng i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d i d  t h i s .  The work- 
I teams a r e  s a i d  t o  have s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  masses i n  a ? i f a s c i s t t f  

manner ,  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  and l o c a l i t i e s  f r o m  exchang- 
i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  ( i n  v i s i t s ) ,  and i n  g e n e r a l  k e p t  t h e  

i " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i re"  o u t  of t h e  s c h o o l s ;  moreover, L i u  
p e r s o n a l l y  condemned some r i g h t - t h i n k i n g  n a v a l  l e a d e r s  
who wanted more emphasis on Mao's t h o u g h t ,  he p e r s o n a l l y  

I p r e v e n t e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  from c o n d u c t i n g  
.p ropaganda  i n  t h e  " f r o n t  l i n e s "  on t h e  g round  t h a t  t h e y  
would i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  P L A ' s  work, and ,  when Mao decided 
o n  t h e  wi thd rawa l  of ( a l l  k i n d s  of) work-teams, L i u  made 

1 - f a l s e  r e p o r t s ,  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  teams, and c o n t i n u e d  t o  sup-  
I -  l'ipress t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

i f  
, as charged f o r  t h i s  per iod.  Whereas L i u  Shao-chi  and  
1% Teng Hsiao-ping were b r o u g h t  c r a s h i n g  down i n  e a r l y  August 

f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  f a i l u r e - - a s  d e f i n e d  by Mao i n  l a t e  Ju ly- -  
' of t h e  work-teams i n  J u n e  and  J u l y ,  L i u  Chih-chien  was 

i n  h i g h  f a v o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and f o r  months t h e r e a f t e r .  
A good accoun t  of L i n  P i a o ' s  remarks  of 10 August  1966 
[see f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n ]  c r e d i b l y  p r e s e n t s  L i n  a s  g i v i n g  
L i u  a d o u b l e  v o t e  of c o n f i d e n c e ,  a s k i n g  L i u  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
him i n  a t a l k  w i t h  Hsu L i -ch ing  ( t h e  other a c t i v e  d e p u t y  

I 

2 

L * 1  

I t  is o b v i o u s  t h a t  L i u  Chih-chien is n o t  g u i l t y  * 
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d i r e c t o r  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tmen t ) ,  a n d ,  more- 
o v e r ,  e n t r u s t i n g  L i u  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  of making t h e  L ibe ra -  
t i o n  Army D a i l y  a "good paper." 

i n g  t o  Red Guard ma te r i a l s  of e a r l y  1967, t h a t  H o  Lung--act- 
i n g  i n  Lin  P i a o ' s  a b s e n c e  a s  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  MAC--was 
a c t i n g  or  began  t o  a c t  i n  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  a number of o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  leaders  t o  oppose  L i n  Pia0 and  t o  e n l a r g e  h i s  
(Hots) own powers .  The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  of t h e  charges  
a s s e r t  t h a t  Ho was s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  own men a g a i n s t  t h o s e  
i n  L i n ' s  f a v o r  i n  t h e  Genera l  S t a f f ,  t h e  A i r  Force, and  
t h e  Navy, and  was scheming w i t h  c e r t a i n  leaders of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  While  i t  is poss ib l e  t h a t  Mao and L i n  
b e l i e v e d  ( i n  r e t r o s p e c t )  t h a t  there  was someth ing  t o  these 
charges,  t h e  mater ia l  does n o t  s u p p o r t  a n y  judgment  a s  
t o  whether  summer 1966 was a c t u a l l y  t h e  p e r i o d  (or o n e .  

. o f " t h e  p e r i o d s )  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  and  t h e  c h a r g e s  w i l l  be d i s -  
c u s s e d  i n  a s u b s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n  c e n t e r i n g  o n  t h e  f a l l  of 
Ho Lung and  o t h e r s  i n  December 1966. 

- 
I t  was i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of J u n e  a n d  J u l y  1966, accord- 

L i n  P i a o ' s  O u t l i n e  of t h e  P u r g e ,  August  1966 

On 8 August  1966 t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee--then 
i n  plenum--issued a 16-po in t  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  conduc t  
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The d i r e c t i v e  was mixed 
i n  c h a r a c t e r - - a l l o w i n g  f o r  per iods of r e t r e a t - - b u t  was 
p redominan t ly  m i l i t a n t .  I t  s t a t e d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  aim of b r i n g -  
i n g  down Mao's a c t u a l  or p u t a t i v e  o p p o n e n t s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  
them t o  be a t t a c k e d  w i t h  ' ' dar ingi1  and  w i t h o u t  f e a r  of 
" d i s o r d e r  ,'I* and forbade t h o s e  a t t acked  t o  of fe r  resist- 
a n c e  or t o  i n c i t e  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  forces  t o  f i g h t  among 
themse lves .  T h e \ d i r e c t i v e  informed t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses ( p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Red Guards a b o u t  to  
emerge) would be d i rec ted  b y  new i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group and  its s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies. 

*Ma0 is c r e d i b l  y r e p o r t e d  t o  have  s a i d ,  a t  a p a r t y  
mee t ing  in August ,  "Let  t h e r e  be chaos.i* 
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The 8 August  d e c l a r a t i o n  was n o t  v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  
however, as t o  how t h e  f l r e v o l u t i o n t t  was t o  be carried 
o u t  i n  t h e  PLA. I t  s a i d  s i m p l y  t h a t  bo th  s o c i a l i s t  educa-  
t i o n  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA were t o  be 
car r ied  on i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee and  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment .  

L i n  Pia0 p r o v i d e d  an  a n a l o g o u s  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  
PLA i n  two i n t e r v i e w s  on l o  Augus t ,  of wh ich  there is a 
c red ib le  a c c o u n t .  These  i n t e r v i e w s  were i n  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  
n o t  o n l y  of t h e  8 August  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  of L i n ' s  
f i v e - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of November 1965  and  t h e  1 August 
(1966) e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y  D a i l y  w h i c h  took 
n o t e  of recent o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  M a - m n x  on t h e  
p r imacy  of p o l i t i c s  and of iaperhissible c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

I 

' 

I on " m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s . "  

1 unknown p e r s o n  s u b m i t t e d  a report  t o  L i n - - e v i d e n t l y  on 
t h e  progress of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  some p a r t  of t h e  PLA-- 
and  asked f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I n  t w o  i n t e r v i e w s ,  one  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  of Liu Chih -ch ien  and  Yang Cheng-wu, t h e  
other  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e s e  t w o  and  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  
Hsiao Hua, Chen H s i - l i e n  (commander of a r t i l l e r y  forces) ,  
and some lesser f i g u r e s .  Fo r  some r e a s o n  n o t  a p p a r e n t ,  
Linl 'did n o t  a s s e m b l e  t h e  MAC t o  h e a r  h i s  r e m a r k s ,  b u t  
i n s t r u c t e d  t h e s e  officers--most or a l l  of whom were mem- 
bers of MAC--to p a s s  h i s  remarks on t o  MAC and t o  s o l i c i t  
comments, 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  l i n e  wh ich  he took i n  h i s  speech of 
t h e  game week t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee plenum, L i n  t o l d  
these PLA l e a d e r s  t h a t  a l l  cadres would be j u d g e d  on  t h e  
b a s i s  of ( a )  w h e t h e r  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of 
Mao or n o t ,  (b)  w h e t h e r  t h e y  gave  p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s  
or  n o t ,  and  (c) w h e t h e r  t h e y  had r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n t h u s i a s m  
or n o t .  One who got . t h e s e  b i g  t h i n g s  r i g h t  a l t h o u g h  mak- 
i n g  m i s t a k e s  o n  s e c o n d a r y  matters (e.g. in h i s  p e r s o n a l  
l i f e )  was t o  be preferred, L i n  s a i d ,  t o  one  who was per- 
sonally u p r i g h t  and p l e a s a n t  b u t  got  t h e  b ig  t h i n g s  wrong; 
i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I t w e  do n o t  want men 09 compromising 
n a t u r e  . t t  

I 

On 10 Augus t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  poster a c c o u n t ,  a n  
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Lin went  over t h i s  g round three more times i n  these 
two i n t e r v i e w s .  From now o n ,  he s a i d ,  i n  terms s i m i l a r  
t o  those h e  u sed  i n  h i s  speech t o  t h e  plenum i n  describ- 
i n g  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  p o l i c y  toward a l l  p a r t y  cadres-- 
t h e  PLA's p o l i c y  would be t o  d i s m i s s  anyone o-ng Mao, 
regardless  of h i s  a b i l i t y ,  and  t o  d i s m i s s  anyone who f a i l e d  
t o  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s ,  regardless  of h i s  a b i l i t y .  
(He  may have  i n c l u d e d  a p o i n t  here on  d i s m i s s i n g  t h o s e  

who lack z e a l ,  as he  d i d  i n  h i s  p a r t y  plenum speech,  a l -  
t hough  t h e  a c c o u n t  does n o t  report i t . )  I n  i n s t r u c t i n g  
h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  report h i s  remarks t o  MAC, h e  sa id  i t  
a g a i n :  there are  t w o  l i n e s ,  o n e  u p h o l d i n g  Mao, g i v i n g  
p r i o r i t y  to po l i t i c s  and showing zea l ,  and  t h e  o ther  of 
l o o k i n g  a t  t h i n g s  " e n t i r e l y "  f r o m  " m i l i t a r y  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
p o i n t s  of view. H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h i q  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  
second  i n t e r v i e w ,  and re i te ra ted  t h a t  t h e  u n f i t - - a s  so 
defined--must be d i s m i s s e d .  

I n  o n e  of t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  L i n  is reported ( i n  
t h e  same pos t e r  a c c o u n t )  to  have s a i d  t h a t  he was c a l l i n g  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Yang Cheng-wu (Lo Jui-thing's s u c c e s s o r )  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of p o l i c y  toward cadres, a n d  WRS a s k i n g  
L i u  C h i h t c h i e n  t o  have  a "good t a l k "  w i t h  vlComrade L i -  
ch ing"  (almost c e r t a i n l y  Hsu L i -ch ing ,  l i k e  L i u  a d e p u t y  
director  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  and a one- 
time s p e c i a l i s t  i n  cadres work),  b e c a u s e ,  L i n  s a i d ,  t h e r e -  
must  be no more u n d e s i r a b l e  cadres  i n  t h e  PLA; f u r t h e r ,  
L i u  was e n t r u s t e d  : w i t h  making t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  
a "good paper. '* -- 

I n  sum, L i n  i n  these i n t e r v i e w s  s t a t e d  h i s  i n t e n -  
t i o n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a pu rge  of t h e  PLA, s t a t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
wh ich  were t o  gove rn  i t ,  and g a v e  t h e  t a s k  p r i m a r i l y  to  
t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  unde r  MAC s u p e r v i s i o n .  
The p u r g e  of t h e  PLA was t o  be s y n c h r o n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  
large-scale  p u r g e  of t h e  p a r t y  and i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h a t  p u r g e ,  b u t  d i f f e r e d  i n  two 
i m p o r t a n t  respects: whereas t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  p a r t y  was 
t o  a f f e c t  a l l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  was t o  be car r ied  
o u t  by e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p a r t y  bodies and  e x t r a - p a r t y  bodies  
( t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  h a v i n g  been d i s c r e d i t e d ) ,  
t h e  pu rge  of t h e  PLA was a p p a r e n t l y  t o  h i t  t h e  l i n e  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  only l i g h t l y  if a t  a l l  and  was t o  be carr ied o u t  
by t h e  PIA'S own i n s t r u m e n t s .  
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The PLA Above t h e  S t r u g g l e ,  E a r l y  Autumn 1966 

A t  t h e  18 August  r a l l y  a t  w h i c h  t h e  Red Guards 
f irst  a p p e a r e d  p u b l i c l y ,  a n d  a g a i n  a t  t h e  31 August r a l l y ,  
L i n  Piao made clear t h a t  t h e  PLA would h e  s t a n d i n g  b e h i n d  
t h e s e  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  who were b e i n g  t u r n e d  loose as 
q u a s i - m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  I t  was 
j u s t  a s  c l e a r , ' h o w e v e r ,  during t h e  v i o l e n c e  which  exploded 
i n  P e k i n g  i n  o t h e r  ma jo r  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  weeks 
of Augus t  and c o n t i n u e d  a t  s o m e ' p o i n t s  w e l l  i n t o  September ,  
t h a t  t h e  PLA had orders . to  s t a y  o u t  of i t .  Whide some 
of t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  to t h e  Red Guards  were gi,ven 
by  t i n  a t  t h e  t w o  August  r a l l i e s ,  t h e i r  b e t t e r - d e f i n e d  
d i r e c t i v e s  came from others  (Chou E n - l a i ' a n d  o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  CRG, t h u s  by -pass ing  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ) ,  
and  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
Red Guards in t h e i r  t lbombardaents l '  o f - - i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  
a t t a c k s  on - -pa r ty  h e a d q u a r t e r s ;  i n  f a c t ,  PLA u n i t s  were 
sometimes t h e  objects of Red Guard a t t a c k s .  (One of t h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  poster charges a g a i n s t  t h e  commanding o f f i ce r s  
of t h e  P e k i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s  was t h a t  t h e y  a s s igned  troops 
i n  August  and  a g a i n  in October t o  protect  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  
h e a d q u a r t e r s - - a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  new Pek ing  committee of t h e  
p a r t y - - a g a i n s t  t h e  11masses.71) P o s t e r s  l a t e r  q u o t e d  Chou 
E n - l a i  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  first s tage  of Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  PLA had indeed  been unde r  orders n o t  t o  
i n t e r f e r e ,  a s  t h e  " f r o n t s  were n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d "  and 
i n t e r f e r e n c e  c o u l d  have damaged t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses-- 
a n  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  PLA would i n  some places  have i n -  
t e r v e n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Guards.  (Chang Chun-chiao of 
t h e  CRG t o l d  a Red Guard  a u d i e n c e  t h e  same t h i n g  on 7 
October.) T h i s  d i r e c t e d  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  however,  a l s o  
damaged t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s ' ;  t h a t  is, many p rov in -  
c i a l  s e c r e t a r i e s  were a b l e  t o  mobilize workers  and  p e a s a n t s  
i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e ,  and t h u s  t o  beat b a c k  Red Guard a s s a u l t s .  
Op in ion  d i f f e r s  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  P e k i n g  wanted  t h e  Red Guards 
a c t u a l l y  t o  b r i n g  down these p a r t y  secre ta r ies ,  b u t  i n  
many i f  n o t  most cases t h e  Red Guards  t h e m s e l v e s  probably 
w i s h e d  t o  d o  so, and t h e  a b s t e n t i o n  of t h e  PLA meant t h e y  
could n o t .  
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T h e r e  was a t empora ry  t r u c e  between t h e  Red Guards  
and t h e  p a r t y  appara tus-which  would mean a l s o  between 
t h e  Mao/Lin team and t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s - - i n  September 
and October, T h i s  was i n  e f f e c t  a n  a d m i s s i o n ,  made ex- 
p l i c i t l y  by Chou E n - l a i  i n  a s p e e c h  i n  t h i s  per iod ,  t lha t  
"mis t akes"  had been  made, t h a t  t h e  Red Guards must  n o t  
s t r u g g l e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
a n d  so.ori~ Mao and L i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a t  a work c o n f e r e n c e  
i n  t h i s  heriod (Oc tobe r )  s a i d  t h a t  most of t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  was good and  would " p a s s  t h e  test." T h e r e  w e r e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  e v e n  t h e n ,  however ,  of a d i f f e r e n c e  be tween 
Mao and L i n  on one  hand and Chou E n - l a i  and  others on' t h e  
other hand--namely, t h a t  Mao and  L i n ,  desp i te  t h e i r  r e a s -  
s u r a n c e s ,  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  p u r g e  on  a l a r g e r  s c a l e  
t h a n  Chou and  others f a v o r e d .  I n  a n y  case,  Mao a n d  o t h e r  
s p e a k e r s  made c lear  ' t h a t  a n o t h e r  and more s e v e r e  " tes t"  
was ahead f o r  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  a f t e r  t h e y  had b e e n  
g i v e n  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  i t .  

was p r o c e e d i n g  q u i e t l y - - t o o  q u i e t l y ,  too s l o w l y ,  and  i n  
wrong d i r e c t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a t e r  charges a g a i n s t  t h e  
much-abused L i u  Chih-chien.  T h e r e  are  v i r t u a l l y  no 
mater i a l s  d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d  of August. and September 
which i l l u m i n a t e  what  was a c t u a l l y  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  PIA, 
b u t  a l a t e r  a c c o u n t  of t h e  5 October MAC d i r e c t i v e  on  
m i l i t a r y  academies p e r m i t s  some c o n c l u s i o n s .  

Meanwhile ,  t h e  ' ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA 

The 5 Octobe r  d i r e c t i v e ,  i s s u e d  i n  t h e  name of t h e  
General P o l i t i c a l  Department  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Com- 
mittee ( t h e  GPD had e v i d e n t l y T e c o m e  by t h i s  t i m e  d i r e c t l y  
s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  MAC), d i s c u s s e d  b r i e f l y  some e a r l i e r  
o r d e r s  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  (wh ich  i t  was 
now r e s c i n d i n g ) .  These  orders  had a p p a r e n t l y  been g i v e n  
to t h e  PLA by t h e  GPD s h o r t l y  a f t e r  L i n  P iao ' s  t a l k s  of 
e a r l y  August  w i t h  L lu  Chih-chien  a n d  o t h e r  PLA l e a d e r s .  

The d i s c u s s i o n  in t h e  r e p u r i e h  d i r e c t i v e  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  work-teams were w i t h d r a v h  €rom PLA o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
l m i l i t a r y  academies  and schools  a n d  ' ' c u l t u r a l "  b o d i e s )  
i n  or  a b o u t  e a r l y  August and k a t  !;he l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  e . .  -. -a  r e v o l u t i o n  s t i l l  



1 c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  academies and  schools*--was 
t h e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  p a r t y  committees. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  
p a r t y  committees =A i n s t i t u t i o n s  were n o t  d i s c r e d i t e d ,  
a s  were i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  p a r t y  commi t t ees  of non-PLA i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s ,  and t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  feel  i t  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h a t  
time to  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams w h i c h  -. 
were t h e n  t a k i n g  o v e r  from t h e  work-teams eve rywhere  i n  
Ch ina  o u t s i d e  t h e  PLA. The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  
(in August)  t o l d  these p a r t y  committees, a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a s  r epor t ed ,  t o  u s e  t h e  same methods for  
expand ing  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  academies and  schools  
as were a d o p t e d  f o r  ' 'army companiesvv;  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a s  
reported does n o t  s t a t e  w h a t  t h e s e  methods were, b u t  i t  
is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  much more c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  

l ' t h e  me thods  b e i n g  emplojred. o u t s i d e  t h e  PLA, perhaps amount- 
i n g  t o  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  l e c t u r e s  and d i s c u s s i o n s .  F u r t h e r ,  

, w h i l e  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  from August  had 
I pe rmi t ted  t h e  academies and schoo l s  some l i a i s o n  a c t i v i t y  

and  exchanges  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a s  r e p o r t e d  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  these a c t i v i t i e s  were be tween schools 
r a t h e r  t h a n  between t h e  schools and t h e  o u t s i d e  i v l o c a l -  
i t  ies . 

L i u  Chih-chien  was l a t e r  a s s i g n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
blame for  t h e  defects of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  
PLA i n  this period from mid-August t o  e a r l y  October, a s  
w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  defec ts  of J u n e  and J u l y ,  and e v e n  f o r  
a p o r t i o n  of t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e  i t s e l f  w h i c h  was 

I l a t e r  found e m b a r r a s s i n g .  (This l a t t e r  was a c o n c l u d i n g  
p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h ,  w h i l e  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  r a n g e  of l i a i s o n  and  
exchanges  t o  p e r m i t  c o n t a c t  between t h e  schools  and t h e  
l o c a l i t i e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t o l d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of m i l i t a r y  
academies and schools t o  s t a y  o u t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t i e s ;  t h i s  was c l e a r l y  n o t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

Red Guards or  t o  restore order--a q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  a rose  
' l a t e r - - b u t  s i m p l y  t h a t  of i n t e r f e r e n c e  by m i l i t a r y  s t u d e n t s  

I 

I 

: 
, of i n t e r v e n t i o n  of armed PLA forces i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  

- 

*Yeh C h i  en-y ing  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  work of m i l i t a r y  
academies  and  schools a s  h i s  own spec ia l  p r o v i n c e .  
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i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of n o n - m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ) .  I n  t h e  
posters and  speeches of J a n u a r y  1967 which  c r i t i c i z e d  
L i u  C h i h - c h i e n ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  period from J u n e  th rough  
October, he was charged ' (as  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d )  w i t h  hav ing  
t a k e n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  those who wanted more emphas i s  o n  
Mao's t h o u g h t ,  w i t h  h a v i n g  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  propaganda ,  and  w i t h  hav ing  res t r ic ted 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  exchanges .  T h e r e  may be more j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  charges a g a i n s t  L i u  in t h e  ,later (August-October) 
per iod t h a n  i n  t h e  ear l ie r  ( J u n e - J u l y ) ,  i n  view of L i n  
Piao 's  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t s  of e a r l y  August a b o u t  
g e t t i n g  on w i t h  t h e  p u r g e  i n  t h e  PLA, b u t  it is impos- 
s ible  t o  j u d g e  t h i s  w i t h o u t  knowledge of t h e  spec i f ic  
d i r e c t i v e s  h e  was o p e r a t i n g  under .  I t  c a n  o n l y  be o b s e r v e d  

I 
I 

I 

. 5- 
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t h a t  L i u  was n e i t h e r  t h e  head of t h e  MAC ( f i n  was),  n o r  
t h e  MAC of f icer  a p p a r e n t l y  charged by L i n  Pia0 w i t h  s u p e r -  
v i s i n g  t h e  p u r g e  (Yang Cheng-wu w a s ) ,  n o r  t h e  head of t h e  
P o l i t i c a l  Department  p r i n c i p a l l y  charged w i t h  c a r r y i n g  
i t  o u t  (Hsiao Hua was) ; n o r ,  probably,  d i d  L i u  have  t h e  
power t o  i s s u e  on  his own a n y  i m p o r t a n t  d i r e c t i v e s  s u c h  
a s  t h e  o n e  of 5 October. Moreover,  i f  (as  w i l l  p r e s e n t l y  
be a r g u e d )  L i u  was named a s  head of t h e  first PLA/CRG i n  
e a r l y  October, t h a t  aZmost c e r t a i n l y  means t h a t  Mao and  
L i n  were well pleased w i t h  him a t  t h a t  t ine .  Thus L iu  
seems t o  s e r v e  l a r g e l y  a s  a scapegoat fo r  t h i s  August-  
October p e r i o d ,  a s  l a t e r  viewed and  condemned by Mao and  
Lin .  

, 

The F a l l  of L i u  Chih-chien ,  L a t e  Autumn 1966 

. .. 
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The 5 October "emergency" d i r e c t i v e  c i t ed  above- .  
--which was e n d o r s e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  committee on  t h e  same 
d a y  and ex tended  t o  a p p l y  t o  a l l  midd le - schoo l s  and  uni -  
vers i t ies - -moved t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  academies 
and  schools i n t o  a h i g h e r  gear. T h e r e  was a c o n c u r r e n t  
d i r e c t i v e  w h i c h  Mao and L i n  may have  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  
a s  a t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  PLA as a 
whole .  
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The 5 October d i r e c t i v e  n o t e d  t h a t  ttsome l e a d i n g  
o r g a n s  and  some l e a d i n g  bodies" of t h e  acadmies and  schools 
over -emphas ized  t h e  special  s t a t u s  of these i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
(The i m p l i c a t i o n  was, a spec ia l  s t a t u s  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
too i m p o r t a n t  t o  be d i s r u p t e d ;  and Liu Chih-chien  was 
l a t e r  spec i f ied  t o  have  t a k e n  j u s t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n . )  The  
d i r e c t i v e  r e b u k e d  them f o r  r e p r e s s i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and 
i n c i t i n g  s t r u g g l e  among r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  and a g a i n s t  
leftists, and  ca l l ed  upon them to  s t r i k e  t h e  s h a c k l e s  
from t h e  mass movement and  carry o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
t h e  same way t h a t  n o n - m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were d o i n g ,  
i . e .  by t tb looming and  c o n t e n d i n g , "  by big-character posters 
and  b id  debate. ( I n  other words, i t  r a d i c a l l y  changed  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  t h e  t t r e v o l u t i o n t t  i n  t h e  
academies .  .and schools be c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  [ c o n s e r v a t i v e  3 ~ 

methods used  i n  l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  l a t e r  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  
i t  e x p r e s s l y  withdrew t h i s  ea r l ie r  d i r e c t i v e .  ) The 
d i r e c t i v e  r e v e r s e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  by t h e  work-teams 
of J u n e  a n d  J u l y  and by t h e  p a r t y  committees of August  
arid September: i t  v o i d e d  t h e i r  charges  a g a i n s t  i n d i v l -  
d u a l s  a n d  directed t h a t  these p e r s o n s  be p u b l i c l y  reha- 
b i l i t a t e d ,  and  c a l l e d  for s e l f - c r i t i c a l  mater ia l  t o  be 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e m  and  for cr i t ic i sm w r i t t e n  by  o thers  t o  
be destroyed;  i t  ca l led  for p u t t i n g  " d a r i n g "  t o  t h e  fore  
and  " d r a g g i n g  o u t t f  t h e  h a n d f u l  of "bad e l e m e n t s "  i n  t h e  
academies and  schools: i t  c a l l e d  for  e x a m i n a t i o n  of "lead- 

- ?'C 

i n g  cadrestt o n  t h e  bas i s  of t h e  three c r i t e r i a  s t a t e d  by 
L i n  Pia0 i n  August  ( s u p p o r t i n g  Mao, p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  
f irst ,  and  showing zeal) ,  meaning,  presumably ,  t h a t  Mao 
and L i n  wanted a more m i l i t a n t  e x a m i n a t i o n ; ' i t  c a n c e l l e d  
t h e  earlier order for l e a d e r s h i p  t o  be p r o v i d e d  by p a r t y  
committees, and specif ied t h a t  l eade r sh ip  would now be 
p r o v i d e d  by  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams l i k e  those  t h a t  
had b e e n  work ing  o u t s i d e  t h e  PLA for  two months;  and i t  
p r o v i d e d  for  t h e  exchange  of v i s i t s  and e x p e r i e n c e  among 
a c a d e m i e s  and t h e  l o c a l i t i e s  ( a l t h o u g h ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
n o t e d ,  I t  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  these a c a d e m i e s  and schools 
were n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  or i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo-  
l u t i o n  i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ) .  

-. 

The PLA a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  se t  up a t  t h i s  t ime- - the  
t i m e  a t  wh ich  it t r a n s f e r r e d  l e a d e r s h i p  from p a r t y  c o m m i t -  

I tees to c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams--a c e n t r a l  PLA C u l t u r a l  

- + 
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R e v o l u t i o n  Group a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's 
CRG ( r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  a whole) 
under  Chen Po-ta. T h i s  presumed PLA/CRG would have been  
a n  u n p u b l i c i z e d  f o r e r u n n e r  of t h e  PLA/CRG s u r f a c e d  i n  
January  1967 a t  t h e  t i m e  of its r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  
f irst  RLA/CRG-of October 1966--=s p r o b a b l y  p u t  unde r  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of L i u  Chih-chien ,  who was c o n c u r r e n t l y  
t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e  on  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's 
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group; L i u  h a s  i n  f a c t  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  
accepted a s  t h e  first chief of t h e  PLA/CRG, a l t h o u g h  t h i s  
h a s  n o t  been d i r e c t l y  conf i rmed  by Peking. * 

t h e  MAC, d i s c u s s e d  t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e  i n  a speech 
t o  a r a l l y  of m i l i t a r y  academies and  schools i n  P e k i n g  
on the same day .  ( I t  w i l l  be reca l led  t h a t  Yeh- claimed 
t o  have special  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  work of m i l i t a r y  
academies and schools.)  H e  emphasized t h a t  Mao and  h i s  
comrades wanted " r e v o l u t  i o n i z e d  and m i l i t a n t  youth ,"  and  
t h a t  t h e  PLA's l e a d i n g  o r g a n s  must  n o t  "fear  disorder ."  
(These i n j u n c t i o n s  were t a k e n  t o  h e a r t ;  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  
some of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  Red Guard c r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
those of t h e  m i l i t a r y  schools, e.g. t h e  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  . 
I n s t i t u t e . )  I n  commenting on  t h e  "bad e l emen t s "  t o  be 
b r o u g h t  down ("dragged o u t " ) ,  Yeh es t imated  them a s  three 
p e r c e n t .  I n  emphas iz ing  t h e  impor t ance  of examin ing  
cadres a c c o r d i n g  t o  L i n ' s  c r i t e r i a ,  Yeh c a l l e d  fo r  t h e  
removal  ( a d d i t i o n a l l y )  of those who were g i v e n  t o  b o u r g e o i s  
amusements l i k e  h u n t i n g  and  c a r d - p l a y i n g  (a n o t a b l e  example 
would be Ho Lung, b r o u g h t  down i n  December b u t  l a r g e l y  
on  other g rounds ) .  F i n a l l y ,  Yeh made c l ea r  t h a t  PLA or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  were n o t  t o  take  p a r t  i n  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  i n  
t h e  t l l oca l i t i e s f l  ( r e g i o n s ,  p r o v i n c e s  and  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ) ,  
a s  t h e  n o n - m i l i t a r y  Red Guards were charged w i t h  p u t t i n g  
these areas  t h r o u g h  " t h e  test"; t h e  PLA's Red Guards c o u l d  
have  "tiest1 w i t h  t h e m  b u t  were n o t  t o  take p a r t  i n  "bombard- 
ments" of p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  were t o  c o n f i n e  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  PLA i t s e l f .  T h i s  f i n a l  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  

I 

Yeh Chien-y ing ,  s p e a k i n g  a s  a v ice-cha i rman of 

*There is a s i n g l e ,  d o u b t f u l  Red Guard a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
Ho Lung was t h e  first c h i e f  of t h e  PLA/CRG. 
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d i r e c t i v e ,  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  Yeh, d i d  n o t  s t a n d  u p ;  i t  
was n o t  l o n g  before Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  PLA 
were d o i n g  j u s t  these t h i n g s  w h i c h  were f o r b i d d e n  them. 

I t  is n o t  known w h e t h e r  there was a c o n c u r r e n t  
directive o n  t h e  c o d d u c t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
i n  t h e  PLA a s  a whole-- that  is, f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of 
a l l  PLA cadres on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  c r i t e r i a  s t a t ed  by 
L i n  Piao i n  Augus t .  The re  o u g h t  to  have  been  someth ing  
l i k e  t h a t - n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a c o n s o n a n t  d i r e c t i v e ,  b e c a u s e  
a n y  s u c h  d i r e c t i v e  would p r o b a b l y  have cal led f o r  a much 
lower-key r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA a s  a w h o l e  t h a n  i n  t h e  
schools, b u t  some d i r e c t i v e  f i l l i n g  t h e  o b v i o u s  gap; and 
some of t h e  remarks a t t r i b u t e d  t o  L i u  Chih-chien  and  
some of t h e  l a t e r '  c r i t i c i sm of h im b y  Madame Ma0 and  

. others  suggests  t h a t  t h e r e  was, b u t  t h e  Red Guard press 
and pos te rs  have  p r o v i d e d  no  a c c o u n t  of s u c h  a d i r e c t i v e  
- - cove r ing  t h e  PLA a s  a whole--at t h a t  time o r  a t  any  
time up t o  l a t e  J a n u a r y  1967. 

a MAC d i r e c t i v e  of e a r l y  October, perhaps 5 or 6 O c t o b e r ,  
wh ich  t h e  MAC may have  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  s u c h  a g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i v e .  T h e  d i r e c t i v e  reportedly ordered a l l  p e r s o n n e l  
of t h e  PLA who e n c o u n t e r e d  s t a t e m e n t s  or a c t i o n s  c o u n t e r  
t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  of Chairman Mao or t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  MAC 
--no mat ter  how h i g h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c h a i n  of command 
of t h e  p e r s o n  making t h e  s t a t e m e n t  or t a k i n g  t h e  ac t ion - -  
t o  r e p o r t  t h e  e v e n t  t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s ,  and  t o  e x p O s e . s u c h  
s t a t e m e n t s  and  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  them. The a c t i v e  d e f e n s e  
of Mao's t h o u g h t  a n d  MAC'S p o l i c y  (read, L i n  Piao) was 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a " t e s t  of p a r t y  s p i r i t  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t y l e , "  i n  f a c t  t h e  "supreme du ty"  of p a r t y  committees 
and p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n s  of t h e  PLA a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

I t  w i l l  be o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h i s  document  was i n  t h e  
s p i r i t  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA 
as s t a t ed  by L i n  Pia0 i n  August :  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  s u p p o r t  
of Mao or n o t ,  g i v i n g  p r i o r i t y  to p o l i t i c s  or n o t ,  and 
h a v i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n t h u s i a s m  or n o t .  I t  may be t h a t  
Mao and L i n  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  a s e a r c h  
for Mao'k and L i n ' s  enemies  i n  t h e  PLA--the p u r p o r t  of 
t h e  document-was a l l  t h a t  t h e  PLA a s  a whole needed  i n  
t h e  way of a g e n e r a l  d i rect ive on t h e  " c u L t u r a 1  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  a t  t h a t  t i m e . .  

1, 
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T h e r e  is, however,  a g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i b l e  reporti*pf 
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I t  may be t r u e ,  a s  pos te rs  were l a t e r  t o  assert ,  
t h a t  L i u  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  implement t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e  
on  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  t r i e d  i n s t e a d  to  
sabotage i t ,  t o  k e e p  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  schools  i n  a 
low gear. (He may a l s o  have neve r  tr ied t o  implement t h e  
c o n c u r r e n t  d i r e c t i v e  on s e a r c h i n g  o u t  Mae's and L i n ' p  
enemies . )  If he  d i d  t r y  h o n e s t l y  t o  implement i t  (or 
them),  he f a i l e d .  E i t h e r  way, i t  was o n l y  a month or  so  
before he  was i n  t rouble .  H e  seems t o  have got i n  t r o u b l e  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  Madame Mao, who was Chen Po- t a ' s  first 
d e p u t y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's CRG and  a l s o  " c u l - t w a 1  
a d v i s o r 1 1  t o  t h e  PLA, and  t h u s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  c o l l i d s  
w i t h  L i u  f r e q u e n t l y .  The re  is a credible  r e p o r t  t h a t  %y 
e a r l y  November Madame Mao was making d a r k  r emarks  t o  
other l e a d e r s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  PLA as a w h o l e ,  
e v e n  q u e s t i o n i n g  whether  a s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  it was 
~ l l o y a l l '  to  Mao; and  i t  was t h e  Madame who made t h e  first 
a t t a c k s  o n  L i u  (10 J a n u a r y )  by a p a r t y  leader.  

Accord ing  to  t h e  J a n u a r y  p o s t e r s ,  L i u  opposed t h e  
s p i r i t  of t h e  5 Oc tobe r  d i r e c t i v e  ( L i n  P iao ih imsel f  
r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t  L i u  was a f r a i d  of d i s o r d e r ) ,  and  
therefore f a i l e d  t o  S u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t ;  i n -  
d e e d ,  t h e y  charge, by November h e  was a c t i v e l y  s u p  r e s s i n g  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t .  One way i n  w h i c h  h e  di- 
t h e y  a s s e r t ,  was t o  see t h a t  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  i n  speeches 
g i v e n  by t o p - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  November--the 
d r a f t i n g  of w h i c h  he  supervised--was one  w h i c h  " t h r e w  cold 
water" o n  t h e  l e f t .  (It is n o t  e x p l a i n e d  why t h e s e  l e a d e r s  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  s p e e c h e s ,  u n l e s s  this was i n  f a c t  t h e  approved  
l i n e  a t  t h e  t i m e . )  I n  other charges  which  imply miscon- 
d u c t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  the PLA a s  a w h o l e ,  L iu  is s a i d  
to have i l l e g a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h e  names of t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee and  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  
( f m  h i s  own p o l i c i e s ) ,  i s s u e d  poor  d i r e c t i v e s  ( b o t h  
o r a l l y  and  i n  w r i t i n g ,  i t  is i m p l i e d ) ,  and  l 'des t royed ' '  
t h e  PLA/CRG ( a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  headed i t ) .  

Madame Mao herself made some of these c h a r g e s  i n  
h e r  10 J a n u a r y  s p e e c h  a s  c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d .  I n  t h i s  
s p e e c h  s h e  i m p l i e d  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  s h e  had been t r y i n g  fo r  
some t i m e  t o  b r i n g  L i u  down, s a y i n g  t h a t  it had p roved  
d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  he- l ike he r se l f - -had  been  a n  o f f i ce r  
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of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's CRG. The Madame went  on  t o  
a c c u s e  L i u  of "many p lo ts , "  of i n c i t i n g  f i g h t s  among Red 
Guards and  b l aming  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG fo r  i t ,  a n d ,  a g a i n  
w i t h  a p p a r e n t  reference t o  t h e  PLA a s  a whole ,  of d i r e c t -  
i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  "good comrades'' i n  t h e  PLA (a 
c h a r g e  which  c o u l d  e a s i l y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  on 
sea rch ing  ou t  o p p o n e n t s  of Mao and L i n ) ,  and  of associa-  
t i o n s  ( n o t  q u d t e  c o n s p i r a c y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was l a t e r  
c h a r g e d )  w i t h  Peng Chen and  Lo J u i - c h i n g .  

I 

I 

I 
! 

- I  
I 
I 

T h e r e  is o n e  v e r y  c u r i o u s  charge a g a i n s t  L i u ,  a t -  
t r i b u t e d  to--of a l l  people--Chou E n - l a i .  T h i s  was i n  
t h e  c o n t e x t  of a n  a s s e r t i o n  by Chou--as r e p o r t e d  i n  a 
poster.;-which may r e a l l y  be a garbled a c c o u n t  of C h o u ' s  
r emarks  o n  t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e - $ - t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  ( t h e  k i n d  of 
armed i n t e r v e n t i o n  d i r e c t e d  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y )  had come 
u p  a s  e a r l y  a s  4 November. The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit -  
tee ,  Chou r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d ,  dec ided  a g a i n s t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
a t  t h a t  time, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  of L i u  C h i h -  
c h i e n .  Chou ' s  r emarks ,  i f  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p o r t e d ,  were 
presumably  a p a r t  of a n  e f f o r t ,  a f t e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  had 
been  dec ided  o n ,  t o  e x p l a i n  why i t  had n o t  happened e a r l -  
i e r ,  when t h e  need  c o u l d  be s a i d  t o  be a s  g r e a t ;  and  i t  
may be t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  d i d  come up  i n  e a r l y  November 
and t h a t  L i u  was among those who opposed  i t ;  b u t  i t  is 
a b s o l u t e l y  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  L i u  o n  h i s  own c o u l d  have 
p r e v e n t e d  i t  i f  Mao a n d  L i n  had wanted t o  do it. 

The e v i d e n c e  is good t h a t  Mao and  L i n  d i d  n o t  want  
t o  do it .  Throughout  November, Mae's team was g i v i n g  
p a r t y  leaders o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e p a r e  
f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  " tes t f f  t h a t  had been  promised,* Throughout  

*The n a t u r e  of t h e  f t t es t t t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  had been  
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  work-conference  of OctQber 
( a t  which  Mao and  L i n  s p o k e ,  and L i u  and  Teng made self-  
cri t icisms) and a g a i n  by Red Flag  o n  31 October; and  was 
t o  be r e i t e r a t e d  by Red F E  a 2  December. 
c i a l s  c o u l d  p a s s  t h e x s t . e , ,  c o u l d  k e e p  from g e t t i n g  
pu rged ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a time) by o p e n l y  a d m , i t t i n g  t o  t h e  
masses t h a t  t h e y  had followed a "wrong l i n e , "  b y  r e v e r s -  
i n g  wrong a c t i o n s  t h e y  had t a k e n  toward  t h e  i f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  page  43) 

P a r t y  o f f i -  
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November, these l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  Peking convened m e e t i n g s  
a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  d i s t r i c t ,  and c o u n t y  l e v e l  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  October work-conference--which most of t h e m  must  
s u r e l y  h a v e  regarded a s  ominous--and t o  work o u t  sbme 
means of m e e t i n g  t h e  e a r l y  ? ' tes t ."  Chou E n - l a i  is ' r e p o r t e d  
t o  have  expressly i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Red Guards n o t  t o  j$np 
t h e  gun ,  i . e .  t o  r e f r a i n  from b r e a k i n g * u p  these meetsngs 
and  t h u s  to  giv,e  t h e  p a r t y  leaders  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  . 
prepare t h e m s e l v e s  w e l l .  Chou probably hoped, and  may 
have  b e l i e v e d ,  t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  
leaders o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  c o u l d  pass t h e  t es t ;  b u t  Mao and 
L i n  p r o b a b l y  had no  i n t e n t i o n  of p e r m i t t i n g  them t o  do 
so. 

I n  a n y  case.,, b y  l a t e  November L i u  Chih-chien  appa r -  
e n t l y  saw t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  on t h e  wa l l .  T h e r e  is a c red ib le  
r e p o r t  t h a t  L i u  i n  l a t e  November expressed d i scouragemen t  
o v e r  t h e  progress of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  fewer t h a n  h a l f  were r e a l l y  pa r t i c i -  
p a t i n g ;  t h i s  remark c o u l d ,  of c o u r s e ,  s e r v e  l a t e r  charges  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 42) 
masses," and by s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s "  
of those masses. I n  o ther  words ,  t h e y  must denounce L i u  
and  Teng i n  extreme terms, t h e y  must  make a g r o v e l l i n g  
self-cri t icism for  t h e  degree t o  w h i c h  t h e y  had followed 
t h e  "Liu/Teng l i n e , "  t h e y  must  denounce  a s  w e l l  a n y  loca l  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  who c o u l d  be regarded a s  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  
l i n e ,  and t h e y  must meet t h e  demands of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
l i k e  t h e  Red Guards.  T h i s  l a t t e r  p r o v i s i o n  gave  t h e  team 
i n  Pek ing  a b u i l t - i n  d e v i c e  fo r  ' f a i l i n g '  anybody-- that  
is, t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses c o u l d  make s u c h  extreme 
demands (and i n  t h e  e v e n t ,  o f t e n  d i d )  t h a t  t o  accede to  
those  demands would amount t o  p u t t i n g  o n e ' s  s e l f  and  o n e ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  "test" 
was n o t  t o  be f a i r l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  a n y  more t h a n  i t  had 
been i n  t h e  c a s e s  of L i u  and Teng t h e m s e l v e s ;  l o y a l  fo l -  
lowers of Mao were t o  be b r o u g h t  down, and  u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
o f f i c i a l s  were t o  be e l e v a t e d .  

I 
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a g a i n s t  L i u ,  a s  ' t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  c o u l d  be h e l d  t o  
be L i u ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and h e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  
t h a t  t h i s  would be t h e  case. T h e r e  is a l s o  a credible 

1 repor t  t h a t  Chou E n - l a i  i n  l a t e  November s a i d  t h a t  L i u  
; had asked t o  be r e l i e v e d  from h i s  post  on  t h e  c e n t r a l  

CRG. Liu a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  removed from h i s  posts u n t i l  ' mid-December or e v e n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  f a l l  
i of a number of o ther  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  h e  seems t o  
1 t a v e  known by l a t e  November t h a t  he  was f i n i s h e d .  
I 

I 

1 
I 
' The F a l l  of Ho Lung and  O t h e r s ,  December 1966 
I 
I 

1 
I 
' The F a l l  of Ho Lung and  O t h e r s ,  December 1966 
I 
I 

I I n  t h e  p6riod between mid-December 1966 and  t h e  ; r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of ' t h e  PLA/CRG i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1967, i t  
was revea led  t h a t  a good-sized g r o u p  of m i l i t a r y  leaders 

' had f a l l e n  from f a v o r ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a t  t h e  
1 same time. Of these,  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  was Ho Lung, 
I f o r  40 years  one  of t h e  Ch inese  Communist movement 's  fore- 

' t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and t h e  s econd- rank ing  d e p u t y  cha i rman 

I 

most m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s ,  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  a f u l l  member of 

( a f t e r  L i n  Piao)  of t h e  MAC, i n  h i g h  f a v o r  w i t h  Mao a s  
l a t e  a s  31 Augus t ,  and  a c t i v e  u n t i l  l a t e  December 

Later  m a t e r i a l s  made c lear  t h a t  Ho, who was i n  
some d e g r e e  of t r o u b l e  a s  e a r l y  a s  4 November f o r  defend-  
i n g  a s u b o r d i n a t e  and  fo r  t a k i n g  a c y n i c a l  view of L i u  
S h a o - c h i ' s  October c o n f e s s i o n ,  was i n  d i sgrace  by m i d -  
December. On 18 December Madame Mao made c l ea r  i n  a 
speech ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  a credible a c c o u n t )  t h a t  H o  Lung 
had been  found  a g a i n s t - - a n o t h e r  case i n  which  t h e  first 
d e n u n c i a t i o n  of a m i l i t a r y  leader i n  a l e a d e r s h i p  s t a t e -  

, m e n t  came from t h e  Madame. I n  t h i s  18 December speech, 
t h e  Madame t o l d  t h e  Red Guards t o  t u r n  t h e  screw on HO'S 
son--a l e a d e r  of a Red Guard f a c t i o n  d i s c r e d i t e d .  by more 
m i l i t a n t  f a c t i o n s - - i n  order t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  d e r o g a t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f a t h e r .  She  denounced a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  L i  Ching-chuan, a n  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  ( a l t h o u g h  

member, first secretary of t h e  Sou thwes t  Bureau ,  and  
: n o t  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e ) ,  a l s o  a p o l i t b u r o  

I 
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c o n c u r r e n t l y  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  Chengtu  M i l i -  
t a r y  Region.* 

On 1 J a n u a r y  a L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  i m -  
p l i e d  aga in- -as  had Red Flag on  13 December-- that  some 
a d d i t i o n a l  PLA l e a d e r s  were going t o  be p u r g e d ,  and on 
4 J a n u a r y  or  5 J a n u a r y  or  b o t h  a Red Guard r a l l y  p u t  o n  
d i s p l a y  a number of p a r t y  and  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who had 
a l r e a d y  been  pu rged .  The most i m p o r t a n t  p a r t y  f i g u r e s  
were Peng Chen and Yang Shang-kun; t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
were Lo J u i - c h i n g  ( l i n k e d  w i t h  Yang) ,  Hsiao Hsiang- jung  
( l i n k e d  w i t h  b o t h ) ,  and Liang  Pi-yeh (a s e p a r a t e  c a s e ) .  

-- -- 

A few d a y s  l a t e r ,  w s t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  of heavy p o s t e r  
7 a t t a c k s  on Ho Lung, L i u  Ch ih -ch ien ,  and  Liao  Han-sheng 

( d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r  o f  d e f e n s e  and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  o f ' t h e  
P e k i n g  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n ) ,  t h e r e  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n s e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  a s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  of o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
(some of t h e m  a l s o  u n d e r  poster a t t a c k ) ,  a s  would be  
e x p e c t e d  when so many w i t h  whom t h e y  had worked were now 
c l e a r l y  or a p p a r e n t l y  i n  d i s g r a c e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  Red 
Guards  were s e e k i n g  g u i d a n c e  a s  t o  whom else t h e y  were 

7 -  * 

*One of L i ' s  p r i n c i p a l  l i e u t e n a n t s  in t h e  S o u t h w e s t ,  
L i  Ta-chang, was t o  emerge i n  1967 a s  a s h i n i n g  example 

e l e m e n t s  of w h i c h w e r e  self-cri t icism and d e n u n c i a t i o n  
of o n e ' s  comrades.  The comrade whom L i  Ta-chang chose 
p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  denounce  was L i  Ching-chuan (who, l i k e  
s u c h  t h o r o u g h l y  d i s g r a c e d  l e a d e r s  a s  Peng C h e n  and Lo 

r e p o r t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1967 a s  d i s g r a c e d  and shame-paraded,  

t r i u m p h a n t l y  i n  Augus t  w i t h  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  d e n u n c i a t i o n  
of L i  Ching-chuan,  w i t h  whom he had been  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
for  a t  least  18 years. Presumably  a place w i l l  be  found 
on  t h e  imminent r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee i n  Szechuan  f o r  
t h i s  r e p e d t a n t  and  d e s e r v i n g  o f f i c i a l .  

I of t h o s e  who p a s s e d  t h e  "test1* by f o l l o w i n g  t h e  prescrip- 
I 

I 

t i o n  s t a t e d  by  Red - F l a g  i n  October and December, two key 

I J u i - c h i n g ,  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d  no t  have  made any  k i n d  of s t a t e -  

I 

, ment which would have s a v e d  h i m s e l f ) .  L m a - c h a n g ,  

I denounced a g a i n  i n  A p r i l ,  and  presumed purged ,  emerged 

. . .  
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free t o  a t t a c k .  The re  is a c r e d i b l e  r e p o r t  t h a t  on  or 
a b o u t  10 Januar .y ,  i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Red Guards ,  
Madame Mao. Chen Po- ta .  and Chou E n - l a i  i d e n t i f i e d  m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s  still  in favor. 
have  t a k e n  t h e  l e a d ,  is s a i d  t o  have de fended  L iu  Po- 
cheng ,  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  and  H s i a o  Hua ( a l l  o f f i c e r s  of t h -  
MAC), a n d ,  w i t h o u t  much e n t h u s i a s m ,  H s i e h  Fu-chib.  Chen ~ 

and  Chou be tween them r e p o r t e d l y  de fended  a d d i t i o n a l l y  
Nieh  Jung-chen and Hsu Hs iang-ch ien ,  a l s o  of MAC. (Post- 
ers of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  q u o t e d  t h e  Madame and Chou a s  
d e f e n d i n g  a l l  of t h e s e  except Hsiao, whose s t a t u s  was 
soon t o  be b rough t .  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n . )  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  
L i n  Piao, whose p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  was n e v e r  i n  s e r i o u s  , 

q u e s t i o n ,  and Yang Cheng-wu, who a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  needed 
.no, d e f e n s e ,  t h i s  g r o u p  a p p a r e n t l y  comprised t h e  to ,p - l eve l  

* I  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  still  i n  Mao's f a v o r .  I t  seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  some a c c o u n t  of t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  reached other  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders, and  t h a t  i t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  for  t h e i r  
own p o s i t i o n s .  

W i t h i n  two or t h r e e  d a y s ,  Red Guard p o s t e r s  
p a p e r s  were p r o v i d i n g  t h e  names of H o  Lung ' s  "acco 
i n  p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  L i n  Piao and those i n  L i n ' s  f a v o r . '  
The v a r i o u s  a c c o u n t s  were i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  when t h i s  
p l o t t i n g  had t a k e n  place. Some asserted t h a t  H o  had been  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l o t  f o r  a coup  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966. Another  
v e r s i o n  alleged t h a t  Ho and Lo J u i - c h i n g  had p l a n n e d  t o  

I c o n d u c t  m i l i t a r y  maneuvers  and t u r n  them i n t o  a coup a t  
some time or o t h e r .  O t h e r s  l i n k e d  H o  w i t h  4 ' s t r i n g  of 
m i l i t a r y  and p a r t y  l e a d e r s  known t o  have  f a l l e n  from 

1 favor-YLo, Yang Shang-kun, Hsiao Hs iang- jung ,  L i a n g  Pi-  
1 y e h ,  Peng Chen, and Liu  Chih-chien- - thus  i n  e f fec t  pro-  

v i d i n g  a s c e n a r i o  in w h i c h  p l o t t i n g  had c o n t i n u e d  o v e r  
a p r o l o n g e d  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  
c a r r y i n g  on .  d 

Madame Mao, who seems to  

1 %  

I 

The most n e a r l y  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  a c c o u n t  of t h e  o f f i -  
c i a l  p o s i t i o n  seemed t o  be t h a t  of a Red Guard newspaper  
of 13 J a n u a r y ;  t h i s  a c c o u n t  a p p e a r e d  t o  come f r o m  i n s i d e r s ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  gave  t h e  names of a number of m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
n o t  t h e n  known t o  be i n  d i s f a v o r  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be. 
I n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  Ho was n o t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p l a n n i n g  a ''copp" 
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b u t  r a t h e r  of u s i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  summer of 1966 
--when he  was s t a n d i n g  i n  for  L i n  Pia0 i n  t h e  MAC--to 
oppose L i n  Piao and t o  e n l a r g e  h i s  own powers, a charge 
s imi l a r  to one  of those a g a i n s t  Lo J u i - c h i n g .  I n  t h i s  
a c c o u n t ,  €Io s u p p o r t e d  W a x  Shang-jung and L e i  Ying-fu 
(director  and  d e p u t y  director of o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t a f f )  a g a i n s t  Yang Cheng-wu ( a c t i n g  chief-of-  
s t a f f ) ,  s u p p o i t e d  L i u  Chen and Cheng Chun ( d e p u t y  com- 
manders  of t h e  A i r  Force) a g a i n s t  Wu Fa -hs i en  and Yu Li- 
chun (commander a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ) ,  
s u p p o r t e d  Su Chen-hua ( p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  Navy) 
a g a i n s t  Wang Hung-kun (depu ty  commander), s u p p o r t e d  L i a o  
Han-sheng of t h e  P e k i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s  (who had j u s t  been 
a t tacked  i n  p o s t e r s )  and  Huang H s i n - t i n g  and Kuo Lin- 
h s i a n g  of t h e  Chengtu (Southwes t )  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s e n t  t roops  
to  t h e  Sou thwes t  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
and  protected L i  Ching-chuan t h e r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  vengeance  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses." Another  pos te r  of t h e  
time agreed on s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  names b u t  was less  a u t h o r i -  
t a t i v e ,  o m i t t i n g  some who were i n  d i s f a v o r  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  
one  (Chin  C h i - w e i )  who a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t ,  O t h e r  pos t e r s  
added some names, i n c l u d i n g  Hsu Kuang-ta,  commander of 
t h e  armoredtforces, a n d  Chiu Hu i - t so ,  d i rector  of r e a r  
s e r v i c e s .  Y e t  o ther  posters a c c u s e d  Ho of o f f e n s e s  
d i r e c t l y  a g a i n s t  Mao as w e l l  a s  L i n ;  H o  was a c c u s e d  of 
w r i t i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966  w h i c h  o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  
p roved  t o  be ant i -Mao,  and of d e s c r i b i n g  Mao d e r i s i v e l y  
a s  " G e n e r a l i s s i m o  Mao" and t h e  "new Emperor." Y e t  o ther  
posters charged t h a t  Ho had m a n i p u l a t e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (one of w h i c h  was r e p o r t e d l y  l e d  by 
h i s  s o n )  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  extreme left ists  and to  "protect" 
himself  and  other anti-Mao leaders.  

I 

The case of Ho Lung is s i m i l a r  i n  some respects 
t o  t h a t  of Lo J u i - c h i n g .  I n  HO'S case a s  i n  Lo's, a l l  
t h a t  c a n  be d e m o n s t r a t e d  is t h a t  H o  was n o t  regarded a s  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r u s t w o r t h y  t o  be l e f t  i n  a key post.  But  
i n  Hots case a s  i n  Lo's, some of t h e  charges a r e  credible ,  
or n o t  i n c r e d i b l e ,  To take t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  less se r ious  
first,  i t  is n o t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t o u g h ,  i r a sc ib l e  , 

Ho d i d  n o t  g i v e  Madame Mao t h e  d e f e r e n c e  s h e  f e l t  s h e  
d e s e r v e d ,  o r  t h a t  he commented s c o r n f u l l y  on  t h e  c u l t  of 
Mao or  on t h e  v a l u e  of L i u ' s  " c o n f e s s i o n . "  It  is a l s o  



possible t o  accept summer 1966 a s  a p e r i o d  f o r  which Ho--in 
t h e  h i n d s i g h t  of Mao a n d  Lin--had t o  a c c e p t  some p a r t  of 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( l i k e  L i u  and  Teng of t h e  p a r t y  machine ,  
and Liu Chih -ch ien  of t h e  G e n e r a l  Propaganda Department)--  
t h a t  is ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  "errors" i n  implement ing  t h e  
Mao-Lid l i n e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Ho t r i e d  t o  protect some of h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  a g a i n s t  
a t t a c k  and t r ied  t o  protect some of t h e  leaders of t h e  
Sou thwes t  ( h e  had  fo r  y e a r s  been  commander of t h e  South-  
w e s t  M i l i t a r y  Reg ion)  a g a i n s t  t h e  e x c e s s e s  of t h e  Red Guards 
and  a g a i n s t  p l a n s  t o  p u r g e  t h e m ,  j u s t  a s  Tao Chu d i d  for  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  C e n t r a l - S o u t h .  I t  is a l so  credible t h a t  
H o ,  l i k e  Lo, g a v e  p r e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  f a v o r i t e s .  And i n  
HO'S case there  a re  b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  p e r s o n a l  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  d i s g r a c e d  leaders which c o u l d  be and  prob- 
a b l y  were used  a g a i n s t  him--e.g., l o n g t i m e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  Peng Te-huai  and  others  i n  t h e  N o r t h w e s t ,  and w i t h  
Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  L i  Ching-chuan and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  South-  
w e s t ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  h i s  own disgraced 
son, w i t h  L i  Ching-chuan and him f a m i l y ,  and w i t h  L i a o  
Han-sheng ( r e p o r t e d l y  m a r r i e d  t o  h i s  n i e c e ) .  These  
t h i n g s  a d d  u p  to  more t h a n  s u f f i c i e n t  r eason- - in  Mao's 
eyes- for  p u r g i n g  Ho, b u t  t h e y  do n o t  add u p  t o  a con- 
f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  H o  and o t h e r s  were c o n s p i r -  
i n g  a g a i n s t  L i n  Piao; i n  Hots case a s  i n  Lo.'s it is neces -  
s a r y  t o  look for  some development  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  charges  
which would s u g g e s t  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  Mao and L i n  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  is someth ing  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r g e .  

I n  L o ' s  case,  t h e  e x t e r n a l  developmerit  was t h e  sud-  
d e n  and s i m u l t a n e o u s  f a l l  of Yang Shang-kun, months before 
a n y  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  f e l l ,  T h e r e  is t h e  same k i n d  o f  e v i d -  
e n c e  i n  HO'S case--the a p p a r e n t l y  s i m u l t a n e o u s  f a l l  o f  
a t  l e a s t  s i x  o t h e r s  l a t e r  a l l e g e d  t o  be members of Ho's 
c a b a l .  L i  Ching-chuan,  a s  n o t e d ,  was denounced by t h e  
Madame on t h e  same d a t e  (18 December),  L i a o  Han-sheng d i s -  
a p p e a r e d  from t h e  news a f t e r  19 December, Su Chen-hua and  
Hsu Ki-ang-ta f a i l e d  t o  make any  a p p e a r a n c e s  a f t e r  l a t e  
November a n d  Huang H s i n - t i n g  and Kuo L i n - h s i a n g  o f  t h e  
Chengtu h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( n o t  r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h e  news) a p p a r -  
e n t l y  f e l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ;  a s e v e n t h ,  Yang Yung, commander 
of t h e  P e k i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a l s o  dropped  from t h e  news 
a f t e r  19 December,  and  was much l a t e r  a c c u s e d  of b e i n g  

i 
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o n e  of t h i s  cabal .  
I members of t h e  caba 
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The t i m e  of t h e  f a l l  of other a l leged  
, however,  is n o t  known. And a com- 

p l i c a t i n g  f ac to r ,  w i t h  respect t o  both  g r o u p s ,  is t h a t  
most of them were known or b e l i e v e d  to  be i n  t r o u b l e  any- 
how. 

I t  may be u s e f u l  t o  c o n s i d e r  first those who a p p a r -  
e n t l y  f e l l  a t  t h e  same time, a s  i f  Mao and h i s  comrades 
i n  f a v o r  had f i n a l l y  dec ided ,  i n  or a b o u t  e a r l y  December, 
t h a t  t h e y  were i n d e e d  a g r o u p  of c o n s p i r a t o r s .  L i  Ch ing  
chuan  had b e e n  a direct ,  l o n g t i m e  p r o t e g e  of Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g ,  and  a s  s u c h  was e x p e c t e d  t o  f a l l  i n  any  case. ( H s i e h  
Fu-ch ih ,  s t i l l  i n  h i g h  f a v o r ,  was a n o t h e r  s u c h  c a s e ,  b u t  
r e p o r t e d l y  t u r n e d  on Teng i n  t h e  summer of 1966 and s a v e d  
h i m s e l f ;  L i  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  do  t h i s . )  L i  was 
o b v i o u s l y  i n  d i s f a v o r  a l s o  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  a c c o r d e d  t h e  
Red Guards  b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Sou thwes t  
Bureau  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1966, was c l e a r l y  marked as a n  
object of t h e  n e x t  wave of Red Guard a t t a c k s ,  and was 
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  marked f o r  p u r g i n g .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Liao Han- 
s h e n g  was a l r e a d y  i n  t r o u b l e ;  l o n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Peng 
Te -hua i ,  he was b o t h  a n  in- law of H o  L u n g ' s  - and a b ro the r -  
in - l aw of Yang Shang-kun ' s  (enough i n  i t s e l f  t o  s i n k  h i m ,  
a s  t h e  mater ia ls  have shown t h a t  C h i n e s e  Communists l i k e  
other C h i n e s e  take  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ) ,  
and  there is a credible  c h a r g e  t h a t  he helped t o  pro tec t  
t h e  P e k i n g  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and t h e  new P e k i n g  committee ( t h e  
one  w h i c h  s u c c e e d e d  Peng C h e n ' s  g r o u p )  a g a i n s t  Red Guard 
a t t a c k s  i n  t h e  autumn of 1966. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Navy man, 
Su Chen-hua, had been  so c lose ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Teng 
Hs iao -p ing  t h a t  he  was s u s p e c t  i n  any  casq; and i n  f a c t  
a s t a t e m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  t h e n  i n  f a v o r  
(Hsu Hs iang-ch ien )  denounced Su n o t  f o r  c o n s p i r a c y  w i t h  
Ho bu.t f o r  b e i n g  T e n g ' s  " n a i l "  i n  t h e  Navy.* Hsu Kuang- 
t a  had had some u n f o r t u n a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ( h e  had had a 

*Peking  l a t e r  charged t h a t  a "handfu l "  i n  t h e  Navy ' s  
P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  to  Mao's  
l i n e  i n  Augus t ,  b u t  Su h i m s e l f  c o n t i n u e d  i n  e v i d e n t  f a v o r  
u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  l a t e  November. 



I 

I 

*Red Guard mater ia l s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c h a r g e d  t h a t  a bad 
"handful"  i n  t h e  CCAF t r i e d  t o  seize t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  CCAF i n  June  1966 and  again i n  J a n u a r y  1967, t h u s  f a i l -  
i n g  t o  c l a r i f y  w h e t h e r  t h e  A i r  Force l e a d e r s  f e l l  i n  J u n e  
or J a n u a r y ,  and  t h a t  s imi l a r  elements had t r i e d  t o  t a k e  
o v e r  t h e  r e a r  services depa r tmen t  i n  J a n u a r y  1967, t h u s  
t e n d i n g  t o  confirm t ,ha t  Chiu f i u i - t s o ' s  enemies had been 
b rough t  down a t  t h i s  time a f t e r  t r y i n g  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  
b r i n g  down Chiu.  
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great d e a l  to do w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  and  had been  close 
t o  Peng Te-huai  and o t h e r  d i s c r e d i t e d  l e a d e r s ) ,  and  could 
have been found a g a i n s t  on t h a t  b a s i s .  The two of f icers  
of t h e  Chengtu h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Huang a n d  Kuo, were a l r e a d y  
i n  t r o u b l e ,  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e - - l i k e  L i  Ching-chuan--for 
armed resistance to  t h e  Red Guards t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  fall. 
Yang Yung was p r o b a b l y  i n  some d e g r e e  of t rouble ,  l i k e  
L i a o ,  f o r  t h e  Peking h e a d q u a r t e r s '  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Red 
Guard groups. 

The t i m i n g  of the f a l l  of t h e  o t h e r s  a l l e g e d  to 
*be members of He's cabal is n o t  known. The t w o  d e p u t y >  
commanders of t h e  A i r  Force, L i u  Chen a n d  Cheng Chun, 
had n o t  made a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r  months;  o n e  of them (Liu) 
had a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e d  enough*'ammunition to  b r i n g  him down, 
i n  an a r t i c l e  of 1965 which gave  h i g h  pra i se  t o  L i u  Shao- 
c h i  as a m i l i t a r y  leader  ( t h i s  may a l s o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i s -  
a p p e a r a n c e  from t h e  news a f t e r  l a t e  November of a n o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  Chang Ai-ping,  who had w r i t t e n  a n  even  
more fu l some  piece on L i u  i n  1965), and  e i t h e r  o r  b o t h  
of t h e  d e p u t i e s  may have r u n  a f o u l  of t h e  two s e n i o r  of- 
ficers of t h e  A i r  Force i n  1965 i n  t h e  maneuvering fo r  
p o s i t i o n  which p r o b a b l y  followed t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  com- 
mander,  L i u  Ya-lou. The two o f f i ce r s  of t h e  operat ions 
subdepa r tmen t  of t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f ,  Wang and L e i ,  had 
been o u t  of t h e  news f o r  some months and  had had p a s t  as- 
s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  a number of l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r .  (Some 
p o s t e r s  l i n k e d  Wang and  L e i  w i t h  Lo J u i - c h i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  
Ho, and a t  l e a s t  one suggested t h a t  t h e y  had got i n t o  
t r o u b l e  a t  t h e  time of t h e  "February  coupf i  by f a i l i n g  to  
*act  r a p i d l y  t o  b r i n g  i n  r e l i a b l e  t roops;  b u t  b o t h  Wang 
,and L e i  a p p e a r e d  to be i n  good f a v o r  a s  l a t e  a s  August 
o r  September ,  so b o t h  of t h e s e  c h a r g e s  seem weak.) F in -  
a l l y ,  Chiu Hu i - t so ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  some weeks,  
was defended  by  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  f a v o r  and 
t h e r e a f t e r  a p p e a r e d  t o  be i n  good f avor  h i m s e l f . *  

. . .  

. .  



It  c a n  be a rgued  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i n g l e  i s s u e  
a r i s i n g  on ly  i n  December w h i c h  precipi ta ted a n e g a t i v e  
judgment  o n  s e v e r a l  members of t h i s  g r o u p ,  and t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  l i n k e d  by t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h i s  i s s u e , r a t h e r  t h a n  
by bonds  of c o l l u s i o n .  I t  m i g h t  be con tended ,  fo r  example ,  
t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of whe the r  t o  s e n d  t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  Mae's opponen t s  arose i n  l a t e  November or  e a r l y  
December a n d  t h a t  some members of t h i s  group--e.g. Ho Lung 
and  t h e  commanders of s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and  t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  chiefs--expressed t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n ,  and  t h a t - - a f t e r  
Mao and L i n  had decided upon i n t e r v e n t i o n - - t h i s  made t h e m  
( o b j e c t i v e l y )  g u i l t y  of  collusion^^ w i t h  some of t h e  
r e g i o n a l  leaders  who were t o  be moved a g a i n s t .  The re  is 
n o  good e v i d e n c e ,  however, t h a t  Mao a n d  L i n  were d i s c u s -  
s i n g  a s  e a r l y  a s  l a t e  November t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s e n d i n g  
t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n .  

Another  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  of c o u r s e ,  is t h a t  some of 
them were s i m p l y  framed by  r i v a l s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  r e a l  
b a s i s  f o r i m o v i n g  a g a i n s t  them. S i n c e  t h i s  is a n  occupa- 
t i o n a l  hazard fo r  Communist l eaders ,  i t  may have happened 
i n  any  number of cases i n  t h e  p u r g e ;  b u t  e v i d e n c e  is lack- 
i n g .  

On b a l a n c e ,  t h e  r o u g h l y  s i m u l t a n e o u s  f a l l  of a t  
l e a s t  s e v e n  of t h i s  group--Ho Lung, L i  Ching-chuan, L i a o  
Han-sheng, Su Chen-hua, Hsu Kuang-ta,  Huang H s i n - t i n g ,  
and  Kuo Lin-hs iang--sugges ts  t h a t  Mao and L i n  may r e a l l y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  some of them were i n  c o l l u s i o n .  I t  seems 
l i k e l y ,  however,  t h a t  Mao and L i n  do n o t  b e l i e v e  these 
m i l i t a r y  l eaders  t o  have been  g u i l t y  - 'conspiracy" of 
t h e  k i n d  t h a t  Lo J u i - c h i n g  and  o the r s  are  charged w i t h ,  
and which  Mao may r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t o  be t r u e  i n  t h e  case 
of Lo and  others--namely,  c o n s p i r a c y  aimed P t  a c t u a l l y  
o v e r t h r o w i n g  Ma0 and  L i n .  P e k i n g ' s  f a i l u r e  to  c l a s s i f y  
H o  and  these  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  leaders  i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y  
8 s  Lo and  t h e  o the r  t h r e e  (Yang, Peng,  Lu) most s e r i o u s  
o f f e n d e r s ,  a n d  its d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  of H o  Lung and  t h e  
other m i l i t a r y  leaders  of t h i s  g r o u p ,  seems to  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  view. On t h i s  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  t r u e  charge a g a i n s t  Ho 
Lung and  t h e  others  denounced i n  December is t h a t  of act-  
i n g  together t o  resist t h e  o n s l a u g h t  of t h e  l t c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ' ?  i n i d t h e  PLA. This was a r e s i s t a n c e  wh ich  
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d e v e l o p e d ,  which  grew, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of 1966: i t  
had been  e x p r e s s e m  a small way by Ho and some o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  summer o f  1966 and  was known t o  some of HO'S a s -  
sociates  ( b u t  n o t  t o  Mao), a s  w i t n e s s  t h e  charge t h a t  Ho 
had begun h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  summer ( a s  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  

' presumab ly  t e s t i f i e d  l a t e r ) ;  i t  grew f u r t h e r  i n  October, 
a f t e r  t h e  MAC d i r e c t i v e  had c a l l e d  f o r  a m i l i t a n t  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PIA and se t  u p  a g r o u p  ( t h e  PLA/CRG) 
t o  c o n d u c t  a p u r g e  of t h e  PLA; i t  was f u l l y  deve loped  by I e a r l y  November (by w h i c h  t i m e  H o  had made h i s  c y n i c a l  
e v a l u a t i o n  of L i u ' s  " confes s ion1*  and  t h u s  off  ended a g a i n s t  ! a c e n t r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  of t h e  "test1'); and i t  was f u r t h e r  , expressed i n  l a t e  November o r  e a r l y  December, by w h i c h  

I t i m e  Ho had made c l ea r  h i s  o p i n i o n  of Madame Mao and t h e  
I Madame was r e a d y  t o  denounce him. I n  sum, most of t h e  
I o p p o s i t i o n  b y  H o  and  t h e  g r o u p  b r o u g h t  down w i t h  him was 

a c r e a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a s  h a s  so o f t e n  been t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
Mao; these m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  or some of t h e m ,  were a c t i n g  

1 together i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  what t h e y  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  d i s -  
j r u p t i v e  and d a n g e r o u s  p l a n s  of Yao and L i n ,  and  t h e i r  
, o p p o s i t i o n  grew as t h e  i n  t h e  PLA i n t e n s i f i e d .  

I 

t 

L i n  Pia0 h a s  r e p o r t e d l y  spoken  of Ho Lung a s  t h e  
''man beh ind"  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  a n d  i t  may be t h a t ,  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  l i n e  of some e a r l y  Red Guard posters ,  P e k i n g  w i l l  
s o o n e r  or la ter  a c c u s e  Ho o f f i c i a l l y  of a c t i n g  w i t h  Lo 
i n  l a t e  1965 to  plot a l lcoup. l t  Because  t h i s  charge is 
i n h e r e n t l y  i n c r e d i b l e ,  however (owing to  Ho's s u r v i v a l  
for a y e a r  af ter  Lo's f a l l ) ,  i f  t h e  llcoup't charge is t a k e n  
up o f f i c i a l l y  it w i l l  p r o b a b l y  re la te  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  

1 of 1966--e.g. t h a t  i n  t h a t  per iod H o  Lung, Tao Chu and 
o t h e r  leaders a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  together w i t h  L i  Ching-chuan 
and other leaders  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  p a r t y  and  m i l i t a r y  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  c o n s p i r e d  a g a i n s t  Mao ahd L i n  w i t h  a view t o  
d i s l o d g i n g  t h e m ,  and t h a t  t h i s  scheme fo r  a l'coup'l was 
d i s c o v e r e d  and smashed i n  or a b o u t  e a r l y  December, a s  
s o m e  o b s e r v e r s  have  c o n j e c t u r e d .  However, no  s u c h  c h a r g e  
has y e t  been made in o f f i c i a l  mater ia ls ,  and  r e c e n t  semi- 
o f f i c i a l  a c c o u n t s  9f L i  Ch ing lchuan l s  crimes have  n o t  
a c c u s e d  h i m  of p l o t t i n g  a iicoup'l a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  lead- 
ers, b u t  r a t h e r  of p r o l o n g e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Mao's po l ic ies  
and  d e f e n s e  of h i s  own empire. 

, I 
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The Purge  of t h e  R e g i o n a l  and  P r o v i n c i a l  Commands, 1966  

It was a p p a r e n t  in August  1966 t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  PLA's m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and m i l i t a r y  d i s -  
t ? ic t s ,  and i n  t h e  armies disposed i n  these a r e a s ,  would 
be h i t  a t  l eas t  m o d e r a t e l y  hard.  Many of t h e  r a n k i n g  
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  were concur -  
r e n t l y  t h e  first o r  second  secretaries of t h e  r e g i o n a l  
b u r e a u s  and p r o v i n c i a l  committees, and t h e  8 August  dec- 
l a r a t i o n  on t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  in-  
c i ted  t h e  Red Guards  a g a i n s t  them. Moreover,  t h e  p u r g e  
of both  p a r t y  a n d  m i l i t a r y  leaders  i n  P e k i n g  seemed c e r t a i n  
t o  have consequences  down t h e  l i n e ,  and  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  and  t h e  PLA/CRG toward t h e  
e n d  of 1966 c o u l d  a l s o  be expected to  have  some consequ-"  
e n c e s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  o u t -  
s ide  Pek ing .  Moreover ,  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  PLA m i g h t  
have  t o  be s e n t  i n t o  a c t i o n  i n  order t o  remove some of 
Mao's o p p o n e n t s  a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  in China  and t o  restore 
order i n  t h e  wake of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" s e n t  i n t o  
a c t i o n  in2December. T h i s  raised a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  be- 
c a u s e  some of t h e  leaders  of t h e  m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  ap- 
p a r a t u s  t o  be used  a g a i n s t  Mao's o p p o n e n t s  were Maois 
o p p o n e n t s .  W h i l e  i t  looked a s  though P e k i n m u l d  manage, 
s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  t o  b r i n g  down any  or a l l  of t h e s e  l e a d e r s  
of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  (on t h e  assump- 
t i o n  t h a t  most of t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  would p r o v e  
r e l i a b l e ) ,  i t  a l s o  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  Peking would have  
made t h e  e f f o r t  d u r i n g  1966 t o  ge t  f u l l y  r e l i a b l e  m i l i t a r y  
commanders and f u l l y  r e l i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  i n  p l a c e  
- - t h a t  is, a s  many a s  p o s s i b l e - - i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t -  
ers and  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  before t h e  need a rose  f o r  
t h e  PLA t o  go i n t o  a c t i o n .  Al though i n f o r m a t i o n  was 
and  still is f a r  from complete and  is l a c k i n g  e n t i r e l y  
w i t h  respect t o  t h e  armies i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i t  is s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  for a l l  of t h e s e  reasons- -a  p u r g e  of 
p a r t y  secretaries, a p u r g e  of p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s ,  a p u r g e  
of m i l i t a r y  commanders, and  a desire t o  make r e p l a c e m e n t s  
if possible by t h e  end  of t h e  year--Peking d i d  i n d e e d  
replace t h e  leaders  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s  
a t  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r a t e  i n  1966.  W h i l e  there is e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  n o t  a l l  of those r e g a r d e d  a s  u n r e 3 i a b l e  were i n  f a c t  
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d i s l o d g e d  b y  t h e  end  of 1966, i t  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  o n e  i m -  
p o r t a n t  object of t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  was a c h i e v e d :  t h e  
PLA s e r v e d  Mao w e l l  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  period of Janua ry -  
March 1967.  

(12 m i l i t a r y  commanders and 1 2  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  13 of e a c h ,  b e c a u s e  i n  two r e g i o n s  o n e  m a n ' o c c u p i e d  
both  pos ts ) ,  a t  l eas t  10 were replaced i n  1966, and  a n  
e l e v e n t h  w a s  soon t o  f a l l .  (Of these 11, t w o  were m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders,  e i g h t  were p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  and  o n e  
was bo th . )  Ten o thers  a p p e a r e d  to  be i n  f a v o r  a t  t h e  
end  of 1966, b u t  some of them I n s e c u r e l y .  The s t a t u s  of 
t h e  ?)ther three was obscure. 

Han-sheng, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  removed 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  ha l f  of December, and  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
Yang Yung, was soon  t o  f a l l .  T h e r e  was no  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
s e i z i n g  them. 

commander and  c o n c u r r e n t l y  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  I n n e r  

Of t h e  24 key f i g u r e s o f  t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  

B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  Pek ing  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n ,  L i a o  

P r o c e e d i n g  more-or-less clockwise, t h e  m i l i t a r y  

Mongolian m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n ;  U lan fu  ( a l so  first s e c r e t a r y ) ,  
was p r o b a b l y  removed from t h e  troops ( a l t h o u g h  n o t  form- 
a l l y  replaced) by t h e  end  of 1966; he was denounced i n  
t h e  f a l l  and made n o  a p p e a r a n c e s  a f t e r  October. The com- 
mander of t h e  Mukden h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Chen H s i - l i e n ,  o n c e  
associated w i t h  Teng Hs iao -p ing ,  was o n e  of t h o s e  whose 
s t a t u s  was i n  d o u b t ,  b e c a u s e ,  w h i l e  n o t  denounced ,  he 
made n o  a p p e a r a n c e  a f t e r  October; t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officer 
Sung Jen -ch iung ,  seemed i n  good f a v o r  i n  l a t g  1966, b u t ,  
a s  a protege of Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  n o t  s e c u r e ,  a n d  he was 

, i n  f a c t  t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  i n  posters  i n  e a r l y  1967. The 
m i l i t a r y  commander of t h e  T s i n a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Yang Te- 

I c h i h ,  l o n g  w i t h  L i n  Piao, was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ;  t h e  
j p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  Tan Chi - lung  ( a l s o  first s e c r e t a r y  i n  
' S h a n t u n g ) ,  was denounced and d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  November, a l -  
[ t h o u g h  he was n o t  t o  be o f f i c i a l l y  d i s d o d g e d  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y .  

; p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  Nanking h e a d q u a r t e r s  was o b s c u r e ;  
I t h e  commander, Hsu Shih-yu,  had n o t  appeared s i n c e  November, 

The s t a t u s  of bo th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander a n d  t h e  
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and  t h e  po l i t i ca l  o f f icer  a s  of l a t e  1966 was n o t  known. 
The a c c e p t e d  commander of t h e  Foochow h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  €Ian 
Hsien-chu,  who o n c e  s e r v e d  w i t h  L i n  P i a o ' s  forces, was 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ;  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Yeh F e i  (con- 
c u r r e n t l y  first s e c r e t a r y  i n  F u k i e n ) ,  was r e p o r t e d l y  re- 
moved i n  o r  a b o u t  October. 

Down i n  Canton ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander of t h a t  
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n ,  Huang Yung-sheng, fo r  many y e a r s  w i t h  
L i n  Piao,  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ;  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  
Tao Chu, was t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  top l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P e k i n g  i n  
J u l y  b u t  purged  i n  December.* U p  i n  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  
Region ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Chen T s a i - t a o ,  who had 
o n c e  s e r v e d  w i t h  L i n  Piao, was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ;  t h e  
p r o b a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  Wang Jen-chung, who had been  
c l o s e l y  associated w i t h  Tao Chu, l i k e  Tao was purged  i n  
December. 

In t h e  Kunming h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Ch in  C h i - w e i ,  once  
c l o s e l y  associated w i t h  H s i e h  Fu-chih,  was a p p a r e n t l y  
i n  f a v o r ,  a l t h o u g h  perhaps n o t  s e c u r e l y ,  a s  Red Guard 
posters denounced him; t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  Yeh Hung- 
yen (a lso first secre ta ry  i n  Yunnan), once  close t o  Teng 
Hsiao-p ing ,  was purged  a n d  r e p l a c e d  i n  October, and  
k i l l e d  h i m s e l f  (or was k i l l e d  by Red Guards)  i n  e a r l y  
Janua ry ,  I n  t h e  n e a r b y  Chengtu h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  once  t h e  
command of Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  bo th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
Huang H s i n - t i n g ,  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  L i  Ching-chuan 
( a l s o  first secre ta ry  of t h e  Southwes t  Bureau) ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  d e p u t y  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Kuo Lin-hs i ang ,  were 
denounced i n  December and  a p p a r e n t l y  d i smissed  almost a t  
o n c e ,  a s  Li was r epor t ed ly  shame-paraded i n J J a n u a r y .  

*Teng Hsiao-p ing  i n  one  of h i s  r e p o r t e d  c o n f e s s i o n s  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  b r i n g i n g  Tao i n t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ;  t h i s  may be t r u e ,  b u t  Tao a c h i e v e d  
h i s  e l e v a t i o n  t o  t h a t  of f o u r t h - r a n k i n g  l e a d e r  of t h e  
p a r t y  a f t e r  Teng had been b roken  a n d  when Ma0 was c l e a r l y  
dominik-the s c e n e .  
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Up i n  t h e  Lanchow h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  com- 
mander ,  Chang Ta-ch ih ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ,  a l t h o u g h  
perhaps n o t  s e c u r e l y ,  i n  v iew of d e n u n c i a t i o n s  of h im i n  
Red Guard posters;  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  H s i e n  Heng-han, 
was a l s o  a p p . a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  f i as t  
s e c r e t a r y ,  L iu  Lan- tao ,  a man close t o  Teng H s i a o i p i n g ,  
was purged  and c r u e l l y  u s e d ) .  I n  t h e  Tihua  ( S i n k i a n g )  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Wang En-mao, who was (and is) both  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  commander and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  was appa r -  
e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ,  b u t  n o t  s e c u r e l y ,  because  h e  had had a 
l o t  of t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards and seemed a possible  
i n s t a n c e  of a loca l  leader  i n  a t r i c k y  area w i t h  whom 
P e k i n g  was w i l l i n g  t o  temporize--for t h e  sake of order-- : u n t i l  i t  was c o n v e n i e n t  t o  b r i n g  h im down.* F i n a l l y ,  i n  
t h e  Lhasa  ( T i b e t )  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Chang Kuo-hua, t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commander and a l s o  one  of those who was h a r d  h i t  by 
t h e  Red Guards,  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r ,  b u t  h e  too d i d  
n o t  seem e n t i r e l y  s e c u r e ,  i n  view of p e r s i s t e n t  Red Guard 
d e n u n c i a t i o n s  of him; and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r  of t h e  
Lhasa  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Tan Kyan-san, was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a 
m e a n i n g l e s s  job i n  P e k i n g  d u r i n g  1966. 

L . A .  

. .  * 

. .  

T h e r e  was less i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  l e a d e r s  of m i l i -  
t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  on  t h e  d a t e s  of c h a n g e s ,  
b u t  there was enough fo r  a p i c t u r e  t o  emerge.  Of t h e  44 
key  f i g u r e s  of t h e  22 p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  sub-  
o r d i n a t e  to n i n e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  ( t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  
of I n n e r  Mongolia ,  Szechuan ,  S i n k i a n g  and T i b e t  have  no 
s u b o r d i n a t e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ,  b u t  a r e  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d ,  
s i n g l e - j u r i s d i c t i o n  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ) ,  a t  l e a s t  14 were 
r e p l a c e d  i n  1966 ( n o t  a l l  p u r g e d ) ;  of t h 6 g e  known replace- 
men t s ,  however, o n l y  two were m i l i t a r y  commanders (and 
n e i t h e r  was p u r g e d ) ,  t h e  res t  p o l i t i c a l  officers. Only 
1 4  were known or  b e l i e v e d  t o  be . i n  f a v o r  and i n  place, 
w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  of 16 o b s c u r e .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  ........ , .  I :. ..- . . .  ,". . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  
. .  

*Peking  s propaganda  t r e a t m e n t  of Wang d u r i n g  1967 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  v iew-- tha t  of some & s e r v e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  , 
OCI's, from t h e  s t a r t - - tha t  Wang was i n d e e d  i n  d i s f a v o r  
w i t h  Mao, and would s o o n e r  or l a t e r  be b r o u g h t  down. 

I 
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Of t h e  two m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s u b o r d i n a t e  
t o  t h e  P e k i n g  r e g i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Hopei, t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commander, Ma H u i ,  was l e f t  i n  p l a c e ,  b u t  t h e . p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  L iu  Tzu-hou (who had r e p l a c e d  Lin ' lTfeh p r io r  I 
t o  September  1 9 6 6 ) ,  was removed a r o u n d  t h e  end  of t h e  
y e a r  and  p u t  on d i s p l a y ;  w h i l e  i n  S h a n s i ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander, Chen Chin-yu, made no a p p e a r a n c e  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  
1966, and  t h e  t w o  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  first Tao Lu-chia 
and  t h e n  Wei Heng, were b o t h  a p p a r e n t l y  pu rged  and  re- \ 

p l a c e d  before t h e  end  of  1966. 

As f o r  t h e  three m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  
t o  t h e  Mukden h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  , ' 

commander, Wang Ch ia - t ao ,  r ema ined  i n  place, w h i l e  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Ouyang Ch id ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  r e p l a c e d  
b y  Augus t ;  i n  K i r i n ,  t h e  f a t e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
L o  Kun-shan, was o b s c u r e  (he made no  a p p e a r a n c e s  a f t e r  
J anua ry  1966), w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  Wu Te ,  was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P e k i n g  i n  mid-1966 ( n o t  t o  be p u r g e d ) ;  and 
i n  L i a o n i n g ,  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Ho 
Ching-chi ,  was obscure (he had n o t  a p p e a r e d  s i n c e  October), 
w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  Huang Huo-ching, was r e p l a c e d  
and p r o b a b l y  p u r g e d ,  p e r h a p s  b e f o r e  t h e  end  of 1965. 

T s i n a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  Shan tung  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  ( t h e  
o n l y  case i n  which  a one -p rov ince  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  a l s o  
h a s  a m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  fo r  t h e  same a r e a ) ,  t h e  s t a t u s  
o f  b o t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
was o b s c u r e ,  a s  n e i t h e r  incumbent  i n  1966 was known, a l -  
though Tung Kuo-kuei (who a p p e a r e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1967)  
may have been  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander i n  1966  and Ho Chih-  
yuan may have been a s s i g n e d  i n  1966 t o  rep lace  t e m p o r a r i l y  
t h e  p m t i c a l  o f f i c e r .  

I n  t h e  s i n g l e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  

- 

Of t h e  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
Nanking h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Kiangsu ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
Chao Chun, mpy have  been r e p l a c e d  l a t e  i n  1966 ,  and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  o m c e r  may l i k e w i s e  have  been  r e p l a c e d  ( i f  he 
was still Chiang  Wei-ching);  i n  Chek iang ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander, Chien  Chun, had not  a p p e a r e d  s ince  O c t o b e r ,  
w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  p r o b a b l y  Ch iang  Hua, was 
r e p l a c e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1966 ;  and  i n  Anhwei, t h e  m i l i t a r y  

. .. .. . .  
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commander, Liao Jung-p iao ,  was r e p l a c e d  by Yen Kuang some- 

officer,  L i  Pao-hua, was denounced,  pu rged ,  and  r e p l a c e d  
i n  t h e  l a t e  months of 1966. 

4s fo r  t h e  tw,o m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  FoQchow h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Fuk ien ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  com- 
mander ,  Chu Yao-hua, appea red  i n  November, and  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f icer ,  bel ieved t o  be Lu Sheng, was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
f a v o r  i n  November; a n d  i n  K i a n g s i ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 

i Wu Ju i - shan ,  was l e f t  i n  p l a c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  of- ' f icer ,  Yang Shang-kuei ( r e p o r t e d l y  t h e  brother  of t h e  
I doomed l f c o n s p i r a t o r l l  Yang Shang-kun) , was d e f i n i t e l y  purged 
, d u r i n g  1966. 

l Canton  h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Kwangtung, t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
i f  L i u  Haing-lung,  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  p l a c e  i n  December, 
and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Chen Te,  a l s o  remained 
i n  p l a c e ;  i n  Kwangsi,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Ou Chih-fu,  

, a p p e a r e d  i n  December, and t h e  p o l i t i w l  o f f icer ,  i f  h e  
I was st i l l  We1 Kuo-ching, remained  in place ;  and i n  Hunan, 
I t h e  m i l i t a r y  anmander ,  Lung Shu-chin,  had n o t  a p p e a r e d  

s i n c e  Oc tobe r ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  offi,cer, assuming he 
was Chang Ping-hua,  was denounced and  r e p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1966. 

. time i n  1966 (but  was n o t  p u r g e d ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

I 1 5  

I O f  t h e  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r t c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  

As for  t h e  two m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  Wuhan h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Honan, t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, 
Chang Shu-chih,  s u r v i v e d  p o s t e r  a t ; t a c k s  and  remained  
i n  p l a c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officer,  i f  he was still  
Chung Sheng- i ,  may have been r e p l a c e d  i n  1966; and  i n  
Hupei., t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Hap TungTshen, was l e f t  . 

, in p l a c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  @hang Ti -hsueh ,  
was denounced and p r o b a b l y  r e p l a c e d  l a t e  i n  1966. 

Of t h e  two m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
Kunming h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Kweichow, T i e n  Wei-yang, t h e  
r e p o r t e d  m i l i t a r y  commander i n  e a r l y  1966,  was r e p l a c e d  
by Ho Kuang-yu sometime i n  1966 ( b u t  T i e n  was n o t  purged  
or demoted) ,  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  S h i h  Hsin-an,  
was a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e  i n  l a t e  1966 ( a l t h o u g h  S h i h  
was r e p l a c e d  by L i  Tsai -han  i q  1967) ;  and i n  Yunnan, t h e  

. c  

I 
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i d e n t i t y  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander was u n c e r t a i n  ( p o s s i b l y  
L i  Hs i -yu ) ,  and t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Chou . 
Hsing ,  was i n  doub t .  

; I 
I 
i a . .  i 

i 

I 

F i n a l l y ,  of t h e  four m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  
t o  t h e  Lanchow h e a d q u a r t e r s :  i n  Kansu, n e i t h e r  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commander no r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  was known ( t h e  
commander may have been Kang Chien-min, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  of- 
ficer may have been  t h e  purged  Wang Feng) ;  i n  N i n g h s i a ,  
t h e  p r a b l e  commander, Chu Sheng- ta ,  was o u t  of s i g h t ,  
w h i l e  t h e  p r o b b b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  , Yang Ching- jen, had 
p r o b a b l y  been  purged;  i n  S h e n s i ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander, Hu Ping-yun, n o r  t h e  p r o b a b l e  p r i n c i p a l  pol i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Yuan Ko-fu, appeared a f t e r  August ;  and  
i n  T s i n g h a i ,  t h e  m- i l i t a ry  commander, L i u  Hsien-chuan,  
was l e f t  i n  p l a c e  ( a l t h o u g h  h i s  d e p u t y  was l a t e r  p u r g e d ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  first Yang C h i h - l i n  and  t h e n  
p e r h a p s  Wang Chao, was replaced a t  least once and  p e r h a p s  
twice i n  1966. 

R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  Qf t h e  PLA Purge  Group, J a n u a r y  1967 

. .  I 

- .  
. J  

On 10 J a n u a r y , s p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  Red Guards ,  Madame 
Mao denounced L i u  Chih-chien ,  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  t h e  
first chief  of t h e  PLA's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group ( t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  for p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA), and t o l d  t h e  Guards 
t h a t  t h e  PLA/CRG was a b o u t  t o  be r e o r g a n i z e d .  The MAC 
d e c i s i o n  was i n  f a c t  approved  b y  Mao and t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  and  announced on 12 J a n u a r y .  The  
MAC document s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  i n  order 
to " s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  leadership o v e r  t h e  great  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  army,"  and t h a t  t h e  new 
PLA/CRG would " c a r r y  o u t  its work unde r  t h e  d i r ec t  lead- 
e r s h i p "  of t h e  MAC and of t h e  c e n t r a l  (and s u p e r i o r )  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 

The new chief  of t h e  PLA/CRG was t o  be Hsu Hsiang- 
c h l e n ,  a n  independen t  ( i .e. ,  n o t  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
any  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t y  or m i l i t a r y  leader) ,  a p o l i t b u r o  
member and  pekhaps  a l r e a d y  a v ice-cha i rman of t h e  MAC 
who had been  c r i t i c i z e d  by t h e  Red Guards i n  t h e  d a y s  



p r e c e d i n g  h i s  new appo in tmen t  and  had been de fended  by, 
Chou E n - l a i ,  Chen Po-ta  and p e r h a p s  Madame Mao ( r e p o r t s  
d i f f e r ) .  The Madame, who had acted a s  " a d v i s o r "  t o  t h e  
PLA/CRG a t  l ea s t  since la te  November, was now t o  t a k e  

l , t i t l e  Q f f i c i a l l y ,  pnd--as  e v e n t s  were t o  show--was t o  
1 .have lncyre a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  Hsu h imse l f  had. L i u  Chih-chien 
i .,(on whom p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  had begun o n  9 J a n u a r y )  had been 

d ropped  e n t i r e l y ,  and l o s t  h i s  p o s t  on t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG' 
' (which h e  had wished  t o  r e s i g n )  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  
I 
1 * (  HSU'S d e p u t i e s  were t o  be ( i n  a p p a r e n t  o r d e r  of 
1 Tank):  Hsiao Hua, s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  MAC and directoP ' of, t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department;  Yang Cheng-wu, a c t -  
I I  g c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ;  Wang Hs in - t ing ,  a d e p u t y  chief-of- 
' staff, once  connec tep .w. i th  Teng Hsiao-ping;  Hsu L i -ch ing ,  I the o the r  a c t i v e  o f f i ce r  ( w i t h  Hs iao )  of t h e  g e n e r a l  poli-  

I t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t ;  Kuan Feng, a member of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 1 aad a .writer f o r  t h e  PLA newspaper;  H s i e h  Tang-chung, 

1 " I c a l  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o n c e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Tao Chu; and L i  

I 

di rec tor  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  subdepar tment  of t h e  g e n e r a l  ' p o l i -  

Ma:t- t sun,  director of the  propaganda pubdepa r tmen t  of t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Department .  

The other members of t h e  g r o u p  ( w i t h o u t  t i t l e s )  
were t o  be:  Wang Hung-kun, s e n i o r  d e p u t y  commander of 
t h e  Navy, who hdd had a n  e a r l y  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Hsu Hsiang- 
c h i e n  and t h e n  Teng Hsiao-p ing;  Yu L i - c h i n ,  p o l i t i c a l  

, o f f i c e r  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  who had a p p e a r e d  ( i n  p a r t y  ' 
p m a t e r i a l )  to be a n  able  man; Liu  Hua-ching, a l i t t l e - k n o w n  

1 Navy o f f i c e r ;  Tang Ping-chu,  a former e d i t o r  of  t h e  PLA 
l .newspaper  who had t a k e n  o v e r  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ,  t h e  p a r t y  
, newspaper;  Hu C h i h ,  a n  e d i t o r  of t h e  P m w s p a p e r ;  Yeh 

Chun, a n  unknown who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be L i n  P i ao ' s  w i f e ' a n d  
t h u s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  d e  f a c t o  second-rank$ng f i g u r e  of t h e  
Group, beh ind  Madame Mao (a  l a t e r  r e p o r t  of Madame L i n ' s  
r e m a r k s  slt t h i s  time about d i s c r e d i t e d  l e a d e r s  s u g g e s t e d  
a character much l i k e  Madame Mao's) ;  Wang Feng,  a n o t h e r  

I 

! 

- .. 
. .  

. .  , .  

unknown who r e m a i n s  so; Ho Ku-yen, r e p o r t e d  t o  be a m i l i -  ! 
t a r y  p r o p a g a n d i s t ;  and  Chang Tao,  a n o t h e r  unknown. 

I The L i b e r a t i o n  A r m  D a i l y  on  t h e  same day  (12 Janu- 
, a r y )  ca l le f  f o r  an a t t a c  --z o x  "handfu l "  of pe r sons '  i n  
, t h e  PLA who were t a k i n g  t h e  wrong r o a d  or t h e  wrong l i n e .  
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On 13 J a n u a r y  a Red Guard newspaper p r i n t e d  a n  a u t h o r i t a -  
t i v e  list of m i l i t a r y  leaders  who had f a l l e n  w i t h  Ho Lung, 
and  o n  14 J a n u a r y  t h e  PLA newspaper  made clear t h a t  t h e  
p u r g e  of t h e  PLA still had a l o n g  way t o  go. T h i s  edi tor-  
i a l ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA be c a r r i e d  
o u t  t h o r o u g h l y ,  spoke of t h e  "c i rc le  upon c i rc le  of resist- 
ance"  (mainily from t h e  m i l i t a r y  e q u i v a l e n t s  o r  followers 
of d i s c r e d i t e d  p a r t y  leaders  l i k e  L iu  and  Teng) ,  and de- 
clared t h a t  t h e  PLA must  be manned b y  those  " t r u l y  l oya l f1  
to  Mao, Mao's t h o u g h t ,  and  Mao's l i n e .  R e j e c t i n g  t h e  a rgu-  
ment t h a t  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  need s u c h  a r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  
s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  be tween t h e  t w o  l i n e s  " n o t  o n l y  
e x i s t s ,  i t  is a c u t e  a n d  complicated..." The e d i t o r i a l  
went  on t o  c a l l  f o r  a n  i n t e n s i v e  and a m b i t i o u s  program 

and schoo l s ,  and C u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s i i  of t h e  PLA 
( " d a r i n g  t o  advance . . . and  d r a g  o u t  one  a f t e r  a n o t h e r "  those 
t a k i n g  t h e  wrong road or wrong l i n e ,  " s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
them, p u l l  t h e m  down, and  d i s c r e d i t  them") ,  w h i l e  c a l l i n g  
o n l y  f o r  a low-key program i n  t h e  PIA'S "armed u n i t s , "  
a program f e a t u r i n g  "correct e d u c a t i o n . "  I n  other words, 
Mao and L i n  were a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  accept 
a good d e a l  of d i s r u p t i o n  a t  t h e  uppe r  l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA, 
b u t  n o t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  w h i c h  wou ld  have  t o  do any  
a c t u a l  f i g h t i n g  i f  the .PLA were s e n t  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  I t  is 
n o t  known w h e t h e r  t h i s  l i n e  was embodied i n  any  d i r e c t i v e  
pr ior  t o  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  28 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e - - w h i c h  
i n  f ac t  changed t h e  l i n e  i n  some respects, i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
of r e d u c l m r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  - h i g h  l e v e l s  a s  well. 

of t h e i r  appo in tmen t  s e v e r a l  members of t h e  new PLA/CRG 
were b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  by  t h e  Red Guards i n  posters  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  leaders  of t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee 's  CRG. Two of t h e  d e p u t i e s ,  H s i e h  Tang-chung and 
Kuan Feng,  and f o u r  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  members--Wang Hung- 
kun ,  Tang Ping-chu,  Hu C h i h ,  and H o  Ku-yen--were denounced 
i n  t h i s  way. The i n i t i a t o r s  of t h e  a t t a c k s  were n o t  known, 
b u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  c l e a r l y  d i s c o n c e r t e d  some of t h e  leaders  
of t h e  PLAXCRG and  of t h e  s u p e r i o r  c e n t r a l  CRG and p u t  
them on  t h e  d e f e n s i v e ;  Chen Po-ta, f o r  example, was re- 
p o r t e d l y  soon  t e l l i n g  t h e  People 's  D a i l y  s t a f f  t h a t  i t  
was a l l  r i g h t  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  Tang,  t h a t  he  (Chen) 

i 
i n  " a l l  rh igh- ranking  l e a d i n g  o r g a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  colleges ' , t  

I n  a s e n s a t i o n a l  deve lopment ,  w i t h i n  a few d a y s  

- 
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had h a r d l y  known e i t h e r  Tang or Hu, t h a t  t h e y  had been  
recommended by t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  L i u  Chih-chien  and  had 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  him, and  so on. The l e a d e r s  of t h e  new PLA/ 
CRG s o o n  r e g r o u p e d ,  however;  Hsu Hs iang-ch ien  r e p o r t e d l y  
de fended  H s i e h ,  a n d  Wang and Tang soon a p p e a r e d  i n  a 
bet ter  l l g h t  i n  t h e  pos te rs  (Wang was r e p o r t e d l y  named 
d e p u t y  c h i e f  of t h e  Navy’s  new CRG; and Tang was d e s c r i b e d  
a s  one who had a d m i t t e d  a n d  c o r r e c t e d  h i s  m i s t a k e s ) : .  Of 

I t h o s e  a t t a c k e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o n l y  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t  
Hu and  Ho a p p a r e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  a t t a c k s ;  t h e y  1 d i d  n o t  reappear i n  even  l i m i t e d  f a v o r .  

I T h e r e  was some s p e c u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  
t a t t a c k s  were r e a l l y  aimed a t  L i n  P iao- - through t h e  s t a n d -  

a r d  p r a c t i c e : o f  fo l lowing  t h e  t h r e a d  from t h e  lower 
~ f i g u r e s  t o  t h e  h i g h e r .  L i n  had been o u t  of s i g h t  and  may 

have been  s i c k ,  a n d  h i s  name had c u r i o u s l y  n o t  a p p e a r e d  
in t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  14  J a n u a r y  e d i t o r i a l .  L i n ’ s  oppon- 
ents--who may c o n c e i v a b l y  have  i n c l u d e d  Madame Mao--may 
i n d e e d  have  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  was a good t i m e  to  s t a r t  a 
p r o c e s s  e n v i s a g e d  a s  e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a l l  of L in .  If so ,  
however,  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  f a i l e d .  

PLA/CRG made a d i s o r d e r l y  e p i s o d e ,  a t  t h e  l e a s t ;  a l l  of 
those a t t a c k e d  had s u r e l y  been  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and found  
v i r t u o u s  before t h e i r  appo in tmen t .  And t h e  a t t a c k s  may 
have been c o n c e i v e d  as t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of a campaign a x n s t  
some top-level m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  But  t h e  a t t a c k s  d i d  n o t  
s e r v e  t o  d i s c r e d i t  e i t h e r  t h e  new PLA/CRG or t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG a s  a body; b o t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  l i t t l e  
p u b l i c i t y  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  g i v e n  t h e  PLA/CRG. 

I 

These  first a t t a c k s  o n  members of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  

The T e e t e r  and  Recovery of H s i a o  Hua, J a n u a r y  1967 

Hsiao Hua, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depart- 
ment,  had come u n d e r  p o s t e r  a t t a c k  in e a r l y  J a n u a r y  b u t  
had been  g i v e n  a vote of c o n f i d e n a e  on 12 J a n u a r y  w i t h  
h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  senior d e p u t y  c h i e f  o f  t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  
PLA/CRG. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Hsiao a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  
c r i t i c i z e d  by o t h e r  leaders in f a v o r  for errors (of a 
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" r i g h t i s t t t  k i n d )  i n  t h e  :conduct  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  i n  t h e  PIA--as, i n d e e d ,  he Should  have b e e n ,  i n a s -  
much a s  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  L iang  Pi -yeh  and  L i u  Chih-chien ,  
had been n o t  o n l y  cr i t ic ized b u t  purged  f o r  them. And 
he had a p p a r e n t l y  been i n v i t e d  to  make a self-criticism. 

t o o k  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  among p a r t y  leaders, in c r i t i c i z i n g  
Hsiao Hua. But  a c c o r d i n g  t o  poster r epor t s ,  t h e y  took 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  a t  least one  m e e t i n g  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group, on 19 Janua ry .  Chen, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
a c c u s i n g  Hsiao of v ' e l i t i s m , * v  ( t h e  k i n d  was n o t  spec i f ied) ,  

Yang Yung, commander of t h e  P e k i n g  M i l i t a r y  Region  
and  a key f i g u r e  i n  t h e  Ch inese  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  re- 
p o r t e d l y  took t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  t h e  same day  to  make pub- 
l i c  t h e  c h a r g e s  made i n  t h e  mee t ing .  H i s  e a g e r n e s s  seems 
e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  he was i n  t r o u b l e  him- 
se l f ,  and h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  d e f l e c t  or r e d u c e  
t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f  by i n c i t i n g  t h e  Red Guards  
a g a i n s t  Hsiao. (There seems to  have been no o s i t i o n  f o r  
w h i c h  t h e y  were compet ing .  ) 

same day a s  L i a o  Han-sheng, h i s  c o l l e a g u e  i n  t h e  Pe t 'ing  the 
news f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks, hav ing  d i s a p p e a r e d  from i t  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  (Yang was t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, L i a o  : t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ) ;  Liao had J u s t  been  i texposedvt  a s  o n e  

Yang had been  o u p w  
I 

I 

. .  
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of Ho Lung 's  c o - c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  a n d  i t  may b e . t h a t  Yang 
knew o r  t h o u g h t  h i m s e l f  v u l n e r a b l e  t h r o u g h  h i s  close as- 
s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Liao,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  charge (made l a t e r )  
t h a t  he had worked with L i a o  t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  Red Guards 
i n  t h e  autumn. (The Red Guards l a t e r  p r o v i d e d  a l o n g  
list of Yang's  l l c r imes ' l  o v e r  t h e  course of many y e a r s ,  
most of t h e m  i n c r e d i b l e . )  

Yang is s a i d  t o  have  described Hsiao t o  t h e  Red 
Guards a s  t h e  man r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l lp romot ionl l  (or 
p e r s i s t e n c e )  of t h e  "Liu/Teng l i n e "  i n  t h e  PLA, t o  have 
asserted f u r t h e r  t h a t  Hsiao had s h i f t e d  all t h e  r e s p o n s i -  : b i l i t y  fo r  mis takes  t o  L i u  Chih-chien ,  and  t o  have  alleged 

'I f u r t h e r  t h a t  Hsiao p l a n n e d  t o  c h a r g e  Yeh Chien-y ing .aad  
>'C'hen I--also of f icers  of t h e  MAC--wi th  o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  

l l r e v o l u t i o n l l  in t h e  PLA. The first of these charges 
was a v e r y  h a r s h  way of p u t t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  charge, and  
may have  d i s t o r t e d  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  by o t h e r  leaders.  The 
second  was credible  as  i t  stood, a l t h o u g h  i t  would have  
appl ied w i t h  e q u a l  j u s t i c e  t o  Mao and  Lin .  And t h e  t h i r d  
was n o t  i n c r e d i b l e ,  a s  both  Yeh and  d e n  were ' s o f t '  
f i g u r e s  who c o u l d  e a s i l y  be attacked on  t h e s e  l i n e s .  

ers a t t a c k i n g  Hsiao were o b s e r v e d  o n  army t r u c k s  i n  Peking .  
Whether t h e s e  were R e d  Guard trucks or t r u c k s  s u p p l i e d  
fo r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  by Yang Yung is n o t  c lear ,  b u t  it is 
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  were encouraged  b y  t h e  re- 
por t ed  remarks of Yang, Chen, and t h e  Madame, w h i c h  were 
i n  f a c t  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  posters.  Hs iao ' s  home was report- 
e d l y  r a i d e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and he was reportedly paraded 
a s  well. A l though  t h a t  is  unconf i rmed,  some posters d i d  
name a s u c c e s s o r  for  Hsiao (Kuan Feng of t h e  CRG, who was 
h i m s e l f  s o o n  a t t a c k e d  i n  posters b u t  r ema ined  i n  f a v o r  un- 
til autumn).  

On t h e  same day,  a n d  f o r  two d a y s  t he rea f t e r ,  post- 

Chou E n - l a i  was chosen  t o  repel  t h e  a t t a c k  on  Hsiao 
o n  21 J a n u a r y ,  on which day  PLA troops were also s e n t  o u t  
to  t e a r  down t h e  p o s t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  Hsiao. (Presumably ,  
n e i t h e r  Chen n o r  t h e  Madame would have  made these remarks 
even  i n  t h e  supposed  p r i v a c y  of a CRG m e e t i n g  i f  t h e y  had 
n o t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Mao would s u p p o r t  them, b u t ,  u n l e s s  

r e v e r s e  Mao, t h e  outcome of tde  a f f a i r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  
, o n e  is w i l l i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Chou had t h e  power t o  

I 
. I  



I 
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t h e y  were wrong a b o u t  t h a t . )  R e p o r t e d l y  s p e a k i n g  to  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  cadres of t h e  PLA, Chou d i d  n o t  
deny t h a t  Hsiao had been  under  c r i t i c i sm w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
b u t  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was a n  " i n t e r n a l  q u e s t i o n "  wh ich  s h o u l d  
n o t  have  been  p u b l i c i z e d .  He  f u r t h e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c -  
i s m  had been  "d i s to r t ed"  i n  t h e  posters.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
Chou s a i d ,  i t  was " s l ande rous"  t o  asser t  t h a t  Chen Po-ta 
had " s l a n d e r e d  t h e  PLA" i n  t h e  way reported,  a s  Chen un- 
derstood Mao's t h o u g h t  too w e l l  t o  have  done  t h a t .  I n  
other  words, Hsiao had made errors w h i c h  he  would have  
t o  r e c o g n i z e  and  a d m i t ,  b u t  t h e s e  errors were n o t ' s e r i o u s  
enough t o  p u r g e  h im f o r ,  and  Yang Yung had been f a t a l l y  
wrong t o  blab a b o u t  it. On t h e  same d a y ,  posters went  
u p ,  d e n y i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  both  Chen and  
t h e  Madame. , . , vu  

Yang Yung was broken  on  t h e  n e x t  day.  According 
t o  posters, Chen Po-ta and Hsu HLiang-chien, cha i rmen 
of t h e  CRG and PLA/CRG, on 22 J a n u a r y  denounced Yang a s  
b e i n g  as bad a s  Peng Te-huai ,  and  s a i d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  "o the r s  
i n  Yang ' s  g r o u p  s h o u l d  c o n f e s s . "  Chen r e p o r t e d l y  l i n k e d  
Yang w i t h  t h e  ear l ier-discredi ted L i a o  Han-sheng, dec la r -  
i n g  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  Peking h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h i c h  
t h e y  had commanded was "extremely grave"  and t h a t  power 
must be seized back from them; and  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  it had 
b e e n  i n t e n d e d  (from what  d a t e  is u n c l e a r )  t o  dec ide  Yang's  
f a t e  l a t e r ,  b u t  hts a t t i t u d e  had been  bad and t h e  Red 
Guards c o u l d  se t t le  i t  themse lves .  Yang was r epor t ed ly  
pa raded  t h e  same day .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  a f f a i r  was t h e  
m o t i v a t i o n  of Chen Po-ta and Madame Ma0 i n  a t t a c k i n g  Hsiao. 
I t  is e n t e r t a i n i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  o n e  or  t h e  other ( i f  
so, more l i k e l y  t h e  Madame) was engaged  i n  a n  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  b r i n g  L i n  Piao down, and  t h a t  Chou ' s  d e f e n s e  of Hsiao 
was a way of t e l l i n g  L i n ' s  enemies  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  
h u n t  any  f u r t h e r  down t h i s  path.  I n  o t h e r  words ,  
Chou c o u l d  have  been  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  whereas under  t h e  r u l e s  
g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  a r t y  t h e y  were permit ted t o  

Teng Hsiao-p ing  t o - L i u  Shao-chi, i n  t h i s  case t h e  t h read  

1 

follow t h e  t h r e a d  from Wu Han %- o Teng To t o  Peng Chen t o  

I 
I 

I 
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would lead from Liu  Chih-chien  t o  Hsiao Hua t o  L i n  P i a o ,  
a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  was nobody below 
L i n ' s  l e v e l  who was s t r o n g  enough--not e v e n  Madame Mao-- 
-to b r i n g  L i n  down. However, w h i l e  it was and r e m a i n s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Madame would l i k e  to  d i s l o d g e  L i n ,  
t h e  ewkdence f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Hsiao Hua case 
is v e r y  t h i n .  

The O r d e r  t o  t h e  PLA t o  I n t e r v e n e ,  L a t e  J a n u a r y  1967 

Throughou t  November, a s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  Mao's 
team had g i v e n  t h e  p a r t y  leaders  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  a n  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  prepare for a n o t h e r  t f test . t t  A t  t h e  end  of 
November, Madame Mao ( a p p a r e n t l y  i n  Mae's a b s e n c e )  had 
p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  had now come to undergo  t h e  
tes t ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t ho rough  self-cri t icism and e x p o s u r e  
of o t h e r s .  The p o i n t  had soon  been  u n d e r l i n e d  by a 
p u b l i c  d i s p l a y  i n  P e k i n g  (in t h e  hands  of t h e  Red Guards)  
of t h e  f o u r  moSt s e r i o u s  o f f e n d e r s ,  'by r a i s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
campaign  a g a i n s t  L i u  and  Teng t o  a new l e v e l  and  by Red 
F l a g ' s  12 December r e i t e r a t i o n  of t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f i r s t  

on  31 October, 

In t h e  same period of November a n d  e a r l y  December, 
w h i l e  Red Guards c o n t i n u e d  t o  denounce  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of 
t h e  l eaders  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  P e k i n g  and  o u t s i d e  
Peking, Mao's team had made , p r e p a r a t i o n s  for  d e a l i r g  w i t h  
those who would be judged--or  had a l r e a d y  been  judged--as  
h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t h e  i n  other words those  who had 
a l r e a d y  become or were s o o n  t o  be C a l l B d  Mao's o p p o s i t i o n ,  
As r e v e a l e d  l a t e r ,  t h e y  were t o  become t h e  v i c t i m s  of 
" s e i z u r e s  of powert1 by t h e  t t r e v o l u t i c m a r y  rebelsit  b e i n g  
shaped up i n  t h i s  same p e r i o d , ' a l t h o u g h  many or  most had 
p r o b a b l y  been  removed from a c t u a l  power before t h e  flrebelsiT 
got  a r o u n d  t o  t h e m . *  

*Developments  i n  t h i s  period ,of November 1966 t o  
J a n u a r y  1967 are  examined w i t h  care i n  POLO-XXIV, P h i l i p  
Br idgham' s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  o r i g i n s  and development  of t h e  
'' c u  1 t u r  a 1 r e v o  1 u t i on. 
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Mae's team had begun i n  November t o  form new "revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  p a r t y  and  government  
o r g a n s ,  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and m i n i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and t o  some 
d e g r e e  i n  p e a s a n t  organizations--"rebelslf who were to  , 
s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  Red Guards ,  who r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  separate  
i d e n t i t y .  I n  November and  December, Pek ing  had i s s u e d  
d i r e c t i v e s  o f f i c i a l l y  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t f  
t o  i n d u s t r y  and mining  and  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and  i n  t h e  
same period had s e n t  t o  Shangha i  a Red Guard g r o u p  w h i c h  
was a p p a r e n t l y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  p i l o t  program f o r  t h e  coming 
I f s e i z u r e s  of power.f1 (The p a r t y ' s  Shangha i  committee had 
a l r e a d y  b e a n  j u d g e d  a n  irredeemable f a i l u r e . )  The " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  rebel groups"  formed i n  Shangha i ,  and  t h i s  Red 1 

Guard g r o u p  from P e k i n g ,  together had made s u c h  extreme 
demands o n  t h e  E a s t  China  Bureau and  t h e  Shangha i  p a r t y  
committee t h a t  these p a r t y  o r g a n s  c o u l d  meet t h e m  o n l y  
by p u t t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  (Thus t h e y  were 
doomed: i f  t h e y  d i d  - n o t  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s ' '  of t h e  "masees"--as eal led for by R e d  Flag-- 
t h e y  had f a i l e d  t h e  t es t ;  if they f u l l y  acZZZie,ey 
l i q u i d a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  ) 

ments  i n  Shangha i ,  Madame Mao i s s u e d  t h e  first known of- 
f i c i a l  c a l l  for  a s e i z u r e  of power. She t o l d  t h e  Red 
Guards  i n  P e k i n g  t o  "rise up" and  "take o v e r v f  some un- 
t r u s t w o r t h y  o r g a n s  i n  P e k i n g  ( n o t a b l y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  b u r e a u ,  w h i c h  was f i n a l l y  ffseizedtf i n  
mid - Janua ry ) .  A week l a t e r ,  t h e  Madame e n d o r s e d  t h e  

I n  mid-December, a p p a r e n t l y  encouraged  by deve lop -  

9 f s e i z u r e f 1  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  Bf Labor  b y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels ,  
and  p ra i sed  the i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  o v e r  C h i n e s e  l a b o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  . 

On 1 J a n u a r y ,  Peo l e  s D a i l y  and  Red Flag j o i n t l y  
announced  t h a t  a " g e n e r a  w o  u + h b G d  er t a k e n  
i n  1967. The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels i n  Shangha i  s o o n  an- 
nounced t h a t  t h e y  had " s e i z e d  power," and  were praised 
a s  examples for  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y .  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t he re  were r e p o r t s  of widespread ,  s e r i o u s  d i s o r d e r  i n  
many p r o v i n c e s  and c i t i e s  of China  w h e r e  a n a l o g o u s  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  rebels" were a c t i n g  on t h e i r  new orders,  or a t  



l e a s t  on what  t h e y  took to  be t h e i r  new orders .*  

In any  case, by mid-January  t h e  c o u n t r y  was o b v i o u s l y  
i n  a mess, i f  n o t  i n  a s t a t e  of chaos .  I n  S h a n g h a i ,  for  
example ,  a g e n e r a l  s t r ike--cal led by  a v e r y  large workers' 

1 " r e b e l ' ?  g r o u p  t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  excesses of a v e r y  small 
i g r o u p  ' la ter  e n d o r s e d  by Peking--had r e s u l t e d  i n  a break- 
I down of loca l  government ,  a breakdown w h i c h  t h e  i g n o r a n t  

f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" were s i m p l y  n o t  e q u i p p e d  t o  re- : p a i r .  In P e k i n g  i t s e l f ,  p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of P e k i n g ' s  
: own d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z i n g  t r i p s  t o  Pek ing  by "rebelst1 
I from t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s ,  perhaps more 
I t h a n  a m i l l i o n ,  workers from t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  c i t i e s  
I were m i l l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  where  no p l a n s  had been  
I made t o  r e c e i v e  them. Reports  from other  parts of China  
I gave  a similar p i c t u r e .  

l ' Perhaps t h e  most a l a r m i n g  f e a t u r e  (for Mao's team) 
e of dev,elopments  from November t o  mid-January--more alarm- 
, i n g  t h a n  t h e  f a i l u r e  of many or  most p a r t y  leaders  t o  

s t e p  forward w i t h  t h e i r  d e n u n c i a t i o n s ,  self-criticisms, 
a n d  so on  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  these p a r t y  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  
be b r o u g h t  down by t h e  "rebels*' and /o r  t h e  PLA--was the 
i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  v a r i o u s  components  of t h e  I t r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  rebel" movement t o  work together c o n s t r u c t i v e l y .  
T h i s  i n  par t  ref lected c o n f l i c t i n g  policies i n  Pek ing :  
t h a t  is, a t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t o r s  of t h e  "cu l -  

1 t u r a l  r evo lu t ion t l - -Chou  E n - l a i ,  Madame Mao, and o thers  
o f  t h e  C R G - w e r e  r e b u k i n g  t h e  Red Guards f o r  f i g h t i n g  
among t h e m s e l v e s ,  a t t a c k i n g  other components  of t h e  move- 
ment ,  and e v e n  a s s a u l t i n g  u n i t s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  
PLA--these same o f f i c i a l s  were i n c i t i n g ;  and t a k i n g  p r a c t i c a l  

I 

*It  i s h a r d  t o  j u d g e  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h i s .  Chou En- 
l a i  l a t e r  asser ted t h a t  t h e  'Irebelst1 had got o u t  of con- 
t r o l ,  t h a t  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  had been  t a rge t t ed  too b r o a d l y  
and  h i t  too r a p i d l y ,  and t h a t  t h e  movement had s p r e a d  too 
f a s t  from t h e  p i l o t  areas and  had become na t ion -wide  before 
i t  c o u l d  be a r r e s t e d .  I n f o r m a t i o n  is l a c k i n g  a s  t o  what  
k i n d  of orders  t h e  v a r i o u s  v l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" g r o u p s  
r e a l l y  had. 

I 
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a c t i o n s  on  b e h a l f  o f ,  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  
Red Guards ,  those m a i n l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  t h e  v i o l e n c e  and 
d i s o r d e r  b e i n g  condemned. T h e r e  is no doub t  t h a t  t h i s  
f a v o r  for t h e  most m i l i t a n t  f a i t h f u l l y  ref lected t h e  posi- 
t i o n  of Ma0 h i m s e l f ;  and Mao's p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  a t t i -  
t u d e  was t o  c a u s e  a great d e a l  of t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  months 
ahead .  

I t  may be, a s  some o b s e r v e r s  have  s u r m i s e d ,  t h a t  
Mao would have  s e n t  t h e  PIA i n t o  a c t i o n  ea r l i e r  t h a n  he 
d i d  if he  had been  c o n f i d e n t  of t h e  l o y a l t y  of t h e  PLA, 
and t h a t  h e  a c q u i r e d  s u c h  c o n f i d e n c e  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  p u r g e s  
of December and  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  (and,  some would add, t h e  
e a s i n g  of those  p u r g e s  i n  l a te  J a n u a r y ) .  The  evi 'dence ~ 

i n d i c a t e s  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  however,  t h a t  Mao's s c e n a r i o  
c a l l e d  for t h e  PLA t o  be used  o n l y  as a n  a b s o l u t e l y  l a s t  
resort;  s u r e l y  I t  would have  been  much bet ter  i n  terms 
of Mao's d o c t r i n e  If t h e  91rebelsi1 had managed t o  "seize 
power" and t o  wield i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  
except f o r  t h a t  offered by  t h e  e n l i g h t e n e d  masses and 
those p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  who had p a s s e d  t h e  g t tes t .v t  Mao 
a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e y  would be u n a b l e  
t o  do t h i s  u n t i l  a f te r  t h e  middle of J a n u a r y .  Whatever 
t h e  case, it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  by mid-January Mao h i m s e l f  
had become c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  scale  and  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  
disorders i n  Ch ina  a t  t h e  time, and  t h a t  he  was a l s o  
g i v e n  counsel--on t h e  need  t o  restore order--by Chou En- 
l a i  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  who needed a g r e a t e r  degree of 
order i f  t h e y  were t o  operate t h e  government ,  and b y  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  leaders still i n  f a v o r ,  who had p r o b a b l y  been 
unhappy a b o u t  t h e  role of t h e  'frebels" from t h e  s t a r t .  

On 17 J a n u a r y ,  Madame Mao expressed f o r  Mao t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ' s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  "anarchy" among t h e  rebels 
and  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  other of t h e i r  f a i l i n g s .  On 19 J a n u a r y ,  
t h e  M i l i t a r y  Affairs  Committee met, almost c e r t a i n l y  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of armed i n t e r v e n t i o n  by t h e  PLA. 

On 81 - J a n u a r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  'posters ,  Mao t o l d  L i n  
Piao t h a t  t h e  policy of n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  had proved  t o  
be a f a i a u y e  and  t h a t  t h e  PLA must  now i n t e r v e n e .  On 
22 J a n u a r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  posters, Chou E n - l a i  affairmed 
t h e  need t o  s e n d  t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n .  And on t h e  same 
d a y  t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group r e p o r t e d l y  s e n t  
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a telegram t o  t h e  ''rebeltf h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  S h a n g h a i  s h a r p l y  
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  "rebelsft there for s u c h  impermissible 
a c t i o n s  a s  s e i z i n g  t h e  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
of a PLA d i v i s i o n  i n  Shangha i .  

On 23 Januerry,  t h e  PLA was o f f i c i a l l y  ordered i n t o  
a c t i o n  by a j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, S t a t e  
C o u n c i l ,  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  and C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group. The p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s o o n  a p p e a r e d  
i n  a Red Guard newspaper  and  a number of posters.  

T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  opened  by s p e a k i n g  of t h e  "new stagell 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n - - t h e  " s t r u g g l e  for  s e i z u r e  of powerii-- 
and  c a l l e d  u p o n i t h e  PLA t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  " p r o l e t a r i a n  revo-  
l u t i o n a r i e s "  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e .  I t  c i t ed  Mao's " r e c e n t "  
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  non-involvement  was a f a l s e  c o n c e p t  and  
t h a t  t h e  "demands of a l l  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  fo r  s u p p o r t  
and  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  PLA must  be s a t i s f i e d . i i  The 
d i r e c t i v e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " a l l  past  d i r e c t i v e s "  w h i c h  had 
kept  t h e  PLA o u t  of a c t i o n  were now r e s c i n d e d ,  t h a t  when 
I 'genuine'? lef t is ts  a s k e d  f o r  h e l p  t h e  PLA must  "send  o u t  
t r o o p s "  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f ,  and t h a t  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  - 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  must  be " r e s o l u t e l y  sup-  
pressed. 

T h e r e  was t h e  o b v i o u s  problem of how t h e  t r t r u e ' l  
or g e n u i n e  l e f t i s t s  were t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  
f a l se .  T h i s  i n  f a c t  p roved  t o  be a v e r y  complex t a s k  f o r  
t h e  PLA, i n  those cases - -pe rhaps  t h e  m a j o r i t y - - i n  wh ich  
g u i d a n c e  was n o t  p r o v i d e d .  I t  was p r o v i d e d  i n  some cases;  
fo r  example, on t h e  same day ( 2 n a n u a r y ) ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
l a t e r  a c c o u n t s  from o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  PLA i n  H a r b i n  
came t o  t h e  a i d  of t h e  " t r u e "  r ebe l s ,  s u r r o u n d i n g  and  d i s -  
a r m i n g  t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ;  t h e  ' i t r u e l f  were almost 
c e r t a i n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  PLA by t h e  p a r t y  leaders  i n  
f a v o r  there ,  Pan Fu-sheng,  whose list had p resumab ly  been 
approved  by t h e  p a r t y  leaders i n  P e k i n g ,  B u t  t h i s  was 
a "model" p r o v i n c e ,  and i n  many i f  n o t  most p l a c e s ,  i t  
seems, t h e  leaders  in P e k i n g  and t h e  PWI l o c a l l y  were n o t  
i n  happy p o s s e s s i o n  e i ther  of a Pan Fu-sheng o r  of t h o r o u g h  
knowledge of t h e  local s i t u a t i o n .  Thus t h e  PLA seems i n  
f a c t  t o  have  been g i v e n  a good dea l  of d i s c r e t i o n  i n  
s o r t i n g  o u t  t h e  good comrades from t h e  r a sca l s  and  t h e  
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l v t r u e l v  rebels from t h e  f a l s e ,  and-- judging  from t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  o n l y  a few r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees were approved  
by P e k i n g  i n  t h e  first h a l f  of t h e  year-- i t  seems t o  have 
had its t r o u b l e s .  

I 

On 24 J a n u a r y ,  t h e  P e k i n g  Radio,  a s  m i g h t  be expected, 
claimed t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  to  Mao of I f a l l  o f f i ce r s  and men 
of t h e  PLA, and on 25 J a n u a r y  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  
s m o o t h l y  e x p l a i n e d  e v e r y t h i n g  to  the troops. The ETI'Erial ,  
e n t i t l e d  "The C h i n e s e  PLA F i r m l y  Backs t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  
R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  , I 1  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a rgument  in terms of a 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  bad **handful"  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  
much of t h e  PLA*a a c t i v i i t y  for some months was i n  f a c t  
t o  be directed a g a i n a t  some of those c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  
llrebels.l* I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  was now ' s t r u g g l i n g  t o  lvseize power,11 and  t h a t  Chairman Mao had 
cal led upon t h e  PLA to  " f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  and  a s s i s t  them,"  
e v e n  where  and when t h e  ( t r u e )  rebels were i n  a " m i n o r i t y  
t empor ar i 1 y . 

The 26 J a n u a r y  ed i tor ia l  went  o n  t o  d i smis s  t h e  
a rgument  of llsome people** t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  of non- in t e r -  
v e n t i o n  s h o u l d  be c o n t i n u e d ;  i t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  non- 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  ( a t  t h i s  s t a g e )  would have t h e  effect  of 
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  l i n e  
a p p e a r e d  t o  be ( a s  s e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s  n o t e d )  a n  a d m i s s i o n  
t h a t  some of t h e  leaders of t h e  PLA i t se l f  opposed Mao18 
d e c i s i o n . .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  posters denounc ing  Hsu 4 

Hsiang-ch ien ,  c h i e f  of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG, and Hsiao 
Hua, who had j u s t  been  vvcleared'i by Chou, repor ted ly  a p  
peared on  t h e  day t h e  d e c i s i o n  was announced and on t h e  
n e x t  day .  However, n e i t h e r  was named a s  a n  opponent  of 
t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  and no  o the r  i n d i v i d u a l  o p p o n e n t s  were named, 
e i t he r  a t  t h e  time or  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  e v e n  i n  posters. 

d i r e c t i v e ,  was t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  r e m a i n s  of t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of order, few i f  a n y  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders would be e x p e c t e d  t o  oppose i t .  The h a r d e s t  
people t o  c o n v i n c e ,  of t h e  need  fo r  a d i r e c t i v e  aimed a t  
r e s t o r i n g  order,  would seem t o  have been  t h e  extreme 
m i l i t a n t s  l i k e  Mao h i m s e l f ,  those who a l l  a l o n g  had demon- 
s t r a t ed  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  a large degree of l ld i sorder lv  

I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  m i s s i o n  of t h e  PLA, u n d e r  t h e  new 
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i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of a tho rough  r e v o l u t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was couched  i n  terms of s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
lef t is ts ,  and  i t  i S  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  some m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s  were conce rned  a b o u t  t h i s .  T h a t  i-he 
g e n u i n e  left ists  a s  d e f i n e d  by Mao were someth ing  close 
t o  t h e  : n a t u r a l  enan?ies of t h e  PLA ( a s  w e l l  as of t h e  p a r t y ) ,  
w h i c h  hjad a l r e a d y  had a number of disagreeable experi- 
e n c e s  w i t h  them. Moreover ,  even  if a n  a l l i a n c e  between 
these two improbable p a r t n e r s  c o u l d  be formed, there was 
no c lear  g u i d a n c e  f o r  t he ro rde r ' s  imp lemen ta t ion .*  

R e a s s u r a n c e s  t o  t h e  PLA, L a t e  Janua ry -Februa ry  1967 
' 4  

1 ,  

The m i l i t a n t  l i n e  on t h e  conduc t  of t h e  I I c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  " l e a d i n g  organs"  of t h e  PLA--the l i n e  
affirmed, or p e r h a p s  reaffirmed, i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l s  wh ich  
followed t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/CRG i n  mid-January-- 
was e a s e d  w i t h i n  a few d a y s  of t h e  t i m e  of i s s u a n c e  (23 
J a n u a r y )  of t h e  order to t h e  PLA t o  : i n t e r v e n e  i n  s u p p o r t  
of the " t rue1 '  l e f t i s t s .  Some o b s e r v e r s  have i n t e r p r e t e d  
t h e  MAC d i r e c t i v e  o r  d i r e c t i v e s  of l a t e  J a n u a r y  a s  h a l t -  
i n g  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n l l  i n  t h e  PLA; w h i l e  t h i s  is c l e a s  
not correct,  i t  d o e s  appear t h a t  t h e  l a t e  J a n u a r y  l i n e  
a n d  t h e  e labora t ionof  it i n  mid-February s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
m o d i f i e d  t h e  c o n d u c t  of i t - -a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  
PLA--as . -  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  mid-January.  

I 

*Some readers may r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of . t h i s  
d i r e c t i v e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t  of t h i s  p a p e r  t r e a t e d  i t  
e n t i r e l y  in terms of its u s e f u l n e s s  i n  restor- or 
However, some o b s e r v e r s  

r i g h t l y  p o i n t e d  out! t h a t  t h  e d i r e c t i v e  e x p l i c i t l y  I d for  s u p p o r t  of t h e  l e f t i s t s ,  wh ich  was a n o t h e r  
m a t t e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  g e n e r a l  chose t o  i n t e r -  
p re t  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  a s  p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  of r e s t o r i n g  order 
( r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  i t  was t h e  lef t is ts  o r  t h e  r i g h t -  
ists who had t o  be s u p p r e s s e d ) .  

, 

I 
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I n  o r d e r  t o  estimate t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  change ,  a 
brief r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  may be h e l p f u l .  The work-teams of 
June and  J u l y  had been  found t o  be f a r  too c o n s e r v a t i v e .  
L in  Pia0 i n  August  had s u p p l i e d  a more m i l i t a n t  d i r e c t i v e ,  
b u t  t h e  p u r g e  of i n a d e q u a t e  cadres was s t i l l  t o  be carried 
o u t  i n  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  PLA and by t h e  PLA's exis t -  
i n g  I n s t r u m e n t s ,  a s  directed by t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment ;  t h e  t a s k  was g i v e n  t o  p a r t y  committees, which  
were t o l d  t o  carry o u t  a program of what was still a 
f a i r l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  n a t u r e ,  probably emphas iz ing  "educa- 
t i o n "  r a t h e r  t h a n  The  5 October d i r e c t i v e  
had changed  t h i s  w i t h  respect to  m i l i t a r y  academies and  
schools,  t e l l i n g  these i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  p u r s u e  a more 
v i g o r o u s  program employing  the more d i s r u p t i v e  methods 
a l r e a d y  i n  use b y  n o n - m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (contend-  
i n g ,  p o s t i n g ,  d e b a t i n g ,  exchang ing  e x p e r i e n c e s ) ,  and 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  leadersh ip  from p a r t y  committees to  spec ia l  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams under  a '  PLA/CRG; there may have  
been  a c o n c u r r e n t  d i r e c t i v e  for  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  r evo-  
l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA a s  a whole ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
PLA/CRG, b u t ,  if so, i t  s u r e l y  ca l l ed  for less d i s r u p t i v e  
methods  i n  t h e  PWL a s  a whole t h a n  i n  t h e  schools. I n  
e a r l y  J a n u a r y  t h i s  PLA/CRG had been r e o r g a n i z e d  and p u t  
unde r  t h e  direct l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  MAC and  t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG, and  e d i t o r i a l s  wh ich  followed t h e  e v e n t  cal led for 
a n  i n t e n s i v e  s t r u g g l e  i n  a l l  h i g h - l e v e l  o r g a n s  (under  t h e  

and  so on). 

were embodied i n  a MAC d i r e c t i v e  of 28 J a n u a r y .  T h i s  may 
have been  preceded by a d i r e c t i v e  of 27 J a n u a r y - - d e a l i K  
w i t h  o n e  pa r t  of t h e  problem--which may be w o r t h  a moment 's  
d i v e r s i o n .  It  w i l l  be recalled t h a t  L i u  Chih-chien had 
r e p o r t e d , l y ,  i n  l a t e  November, expressed d i scouragemen t  
o v e r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  fewer t h a n  h a l f  were r e a l l y  p a r t i c i -  
p a t i n g .  The 27 Janua ry  d i r e c t i v e ,  as reported i n  p o s t e r s  
l a t e r ,  was conce rned  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ;  i t  re- 
p o r t e d l y  p l a c e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  o n  t h e  [ S i n o - S o v i e t ]  
" f r o n t i e r "  ( a t  l ea s t  three) on t h e  a l e r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  "re- 
v i s i o n i s t "  m i l i t a r y  threat  and  s ta ted t h a t  ( i n  consequence  
of t h i s  c o n c e r n )  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 *  c o u l d  be p o s t p o n e d  

- s l o g a n s  of " d a r i n g  ..., d r a g g i n g  o u t  ..., p u l l i n g  down,. . ,  1 1  

I 

The new o rde r s - - chang ing  t h e  mid-January l i n e - -  
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i n  some r e g i o n s .  T h i s  reported d i r e c t i v e  was l a t e r  cri- 
ticized i n  Red Guard posters a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
i n i t i a t i v e  of Yeh Chien-y ing  ra ther  t h a n  Mae's w i l l ,  b u t  
i n  f a c t  it is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  28 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  

.as reported and w i t h  some remarks a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Chou En- 
l a i  a few d a y s  l a t e r .  What is u n c e r t a i n  is whether  there 
was i n  f a c t  a s e p a r a t e  27 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ;  i t  is pos- 
s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards whose posters reported i t  had 
s i m p l y  got ho ld  of one  port ion of t h e  28 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
a n d  misdated i t  by a day.  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  there would 
seem no grea t  need for  a separate  d i r e c t i v e  on a matter 
e s s e n t i a l l y  c o v e r e d  i n  a d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  o n e  day  l a t e r ,  

No o f f i c i a l  t e x t  of t h e  28 J a n u a r y  d i r ' e c t i v e  is 
a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  a p u r p o r t e d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a Red Guard 
newspaper--confirmed i n  p a r t  by posters--is p r o b a b l y  
g e n e r a l l y  a c c u r a t e .  I t  was a MAC d i r e c t i v e ,  e n d o r s e d  
and  p ra i sed  by  Mao on 28 J a n u a r y  and  p u b l i s h e d  (on Mao's 
order)  t h e  same day. Like  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  order- 
ing t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n ,  it spoke of t h e  "new stage" i n  
wnich i n t e r v e n t i o n  by t h e  PLA was n e c e s s a r y ,  and g a v e  
d i r e c t i o n s  a p p r o p r i a t e  (as i t  s a i d )  t o  t h i s  new s tage.  
The first of its e i g h t  p o i n t s  re i te ra ted  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o i n t  of t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  a s  t o  t h e  need t o  sup-  
press t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  rest of its 
p o i n t s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  t h e  PLA. - 

The most i m p o r t a n t  of these p o i n t s  p r o v i d e d :  t h a t  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  would be conducted--meaning,  pe rhaps ,  w o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be conducted-by means of "big c o n t e n d i n g ,  
b i g  b looming,  big-character posters ,  and  b ig  debates" 
( b u t  n o t  e x c h a n g e s  of e x p e r i e n c e )  i n  " u n i t s  of t h e  armed 
forces w h e r e  t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  has  been  launched"  
( t h u s  e v a d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e r e  i t  had been  l aunched  

a n d  a l s o  f a i l i n g  t o  c a l l  e x p l i c l t l y f o r  bad l e a d e r s  t o  
be brought  down); t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  s h o u l d  be conduc ted  
by r e a s o n  and n o t  by force; and  t h a t  those c r i t i c i zed  
s h o u l d  n o t  be l i g h t l y  c l a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  enemy; t h a t  there 
were t o  be no a r r e s t s  w i t h o u t  orders,  and no p h y s i c a l  
h a r a s s m e n t  ( t o r t u r e  and p a r a d i n g ;  W e s t e r n e r s  had o b s e r v e d  

L o f f i c e r s  forced t o  l i e  on  t h e  ground w i t h  t h e i r  men ' s  
f e e t  on  t h e i r  heads) ;  t h a t  those who had gone t o  exchange  
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e x p e r i e n c e  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e i r  
own s t r u g g l e s ;  t h a t  there  were t o  be no more a s s a u l t s  on  
m i l i t a r y  " leadership" ( l a t e r  reported a s  l 'gu idance")  
o r g a n s ;  t h a t  PLA o r g a n i z a t i o n s  above  d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  c o u l d  
carry o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  e i t h e r m i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  o r  by 
easy- s tages  ( e i t h e r  r e a d i n g  is possible, meaning ' a s  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  pe rmi t s ' ) ;  and  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  f o r m a t i o n s  of army 
l e v e l  and  below must  u n d e r t a k e  ' ' p o s i t i v e  e d u c a t i o n .  )' - 

T h e r e  was r e p o r t e d l y  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h i s  MAC 
d i r e c t i v e  i n  a c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  of 11 o r  21 
F e b r u a r y .  Again there is no o f f i c i a l  t e x t ,  b u t  a g a i n  
there  is a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u t ,  t h i s  one from pos te rs .  Ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  a Japanese a c c o u n t  of these pos t e r s ,  wh ich  
appears t o  g i v e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of both  t h e  28 J a n u a r y  
d i r e c t i v e  and '  t h e  11 or 21 F e b r u a r y a b o r a t i o n .  t h e .  main 
p o i n t s  of t h e  t w o  were: t h a t  m i l i t a r y '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  above  
d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  s h o u l d  c o n d u c t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  by pos t e r s  
and  debates,  b u t  i n  separate  g r o u p s  and a t  separa te  t i m e s ,  
w h i l e  l o w e r - l e v e l  u n i t s  s h o u l d  c o n d u c t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
e n t i r e l y  t h r o u g h  " r e g u l a r  e d u c a t i o n "  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e  par t  i n  "exchanges  of e x p e r i e n c e " ;  t h a t  
" s e i z i n g  of power from below" in t h e  ' h i l i t a r y  g u i d a n c e  
o r g a n s "  (earlier r e p o r t e d  a s  " leadersh ip"  o r g a n s )  was 
a b s o l u t e l y  f o r b i d d e n  ( p r o b a b l y  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  p r o v i -  
s i o n  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  and  one  presumably  addressed t o  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" g r o u p s  known t o  e x i s t  i n  some 
of these o r g a n s ) ;  t h a t  there were t o  be no f u r t h e r  " i n -  
v a s i o n s "  of these o r g a n s  ( there had r e p o r t e d l y  been  some 
more, s i n c e  28 J a n u a r y ) ;  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  u n i t s  of d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  and  above  was t o  be directed 
by p a r t y  committees ra ther  t h a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t eams ,  
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of m a i n t a i n i n g  a str ict  command s y s t e m ;  
and  t h a t  PLA leaders  who had made "mis t akes"  were n o t  t o  
be t rea ted  h a r s h l y  and  were n o t  t o  be i r r e s p o n s i b l y  c las-  
s i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  enemy. 

I 

. I t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  ' t h e  two reported d i r e c t i v e s  
added u p  t o  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  l i n e  b e i n g  
expressed a s  l a t e  a s  14 Janua ry - -wi th  its e x h o r t a t i o n s  
t o  have  d a r i n g ,  d rag  o u t ,  p u l l  down, and so on .  Some 
o b s e r v e r s  c o n c l u d e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  PLA t t a g r e e d t t  
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t o  j o i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n - - t h a t  is, c o n s e n t e d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  
rebels i n  s e i z u r e s  of power, and t o  restore o r d e r  gene r -  
a l l y - - b e c a u s e  t h e s e  t w o  d i r e c t i v e s  promised t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  
of t h e  PLA would be "called off." But t h e y  d i d  n o t  promise 
t h a t .  Where t h e y  d i f f e r e d  from t h e  1 4  J a n u a r y  l i n e  was 
t h a t  t h e y  were e v a s i v e  or c o n c i l i a t o r y  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of pace  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s ,  and more c o n s e r v a t i v e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of those c r i t i c i zed .  T h i s  was 
a 'p romise ' ,  w h i c h  was n o t  v e r y  h a r d  t o  make, b e c a u s e  Mao 
and his team had a l r eady  conduc ted  a large-scale purge 
of t h e  PLA l e a d e r s h i p ,  had a l r e a d y  pu rged  what was prob- 
a b l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of those who were s c h e d u l e d  t o  be 
purged--a l though Mao went on t o  create a d d i t i o n a l  oppon- 
e n t s  among PLA leaders. ( A s  i t  tuSgea o u t ,  t h e  pu rge  of 
t h e  PLA d i d  c o n t i n u e ,  b u t  a t  a much slower p a c e . )  I t  c a n  
be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a "price" 
fo r ,  or t h e  ?*terms" of, PLA a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  * ' c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  o u t s i d e  t h e  PIA; b u t ,  a p a r t  from t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of w h e t h e r  Mao and L i n  would have  t o  buy t h e  o b e d i e n c e  
of a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  wh ich  t h e y  h x a l r e a d y  showed 
t h e m s e l v e s  c a p a b l e  of c r u e l l y  p u r g i n g ,  i t  seems bet ter  
t o  p u t  t h e  case i n  terms of r e a s s u r a n c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  hard 
c o i n .  On t h i s  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  which  would have t o  do the  
a c t u a l '  f i g h t < i n g  ( i f  a n y ) ,  were be ing  g i v e n  p u b l i c  reas- 
s u r a n c e s ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  smooth o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  
PLA i n  t h e  mon ths  a h e a d - - r e a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  of 
t h e  PLA would n o t  be car r ied  o u t  t o  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  
degree or i n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  w i l d  way t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  
of t h e  p a r t y  had been .  The m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  may a d d i t i o n -  
a l l y  have got  p r i v a t e  r e a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  o n l y  a few PLA 
leaders were y e t  t o  f a l l .  Whi le  i t  was p o s s i b l e  (and 
may have b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders as pos- 
s i b l e )  t h a t  these r e a s s u r a n c e s - - l i k e  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  g i v e n  
p a r t y  leaders  b y  Mao and L i n  i n  t h e  work-conference  of 
October 1966-would p rove  t o  be w o r t h  noi jhing,  t h e  r e a s -  
s u r a n c e s  probably d i d  h e l p  t o  make t h e  PLA a r e l i a b l e  
i n s t r u m e n t  i n  t h e  "new stage" of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  
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The PLA O c c u p a t i o n  of China ,  L a t e  J a n u a r y  - March 1967 

M i l i t a r y  commanders eve rywhere  i n  China  a p p a r e n t l y  
r e s p o n d e d  l o y a l l y  and s w i f t l y  to t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
o r d e r i n g  t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n .  C o n t r a r y  t o  e a r l y  r e p o r t s  
i n  t h e  Western press of d e f i a n c e  b y  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  and 
p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h e r e  was n o t  one  known i n -  
s t a n c e  of s u c h  d e f i a n c e .  W i t h i n  a f e w  weeks, t h e  PLA was 
i n  e f f e c t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  of a l l  or v i r t u a l l y  a l l  c e n t e r s  
of a u t h o r i t y - - t h a t  is, it had res,tored order s u f f i c i e n t l y  
t o  be able t o  take f u r t h e r  steps i n  those p r o v i n c e s  and 
c i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  i t  knew wha t  s t e p k  t o  t a k e .  

The p a u c i t y  of e f f e c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  oc- 
c u p a t i o n - - r e s i s t a n c e  i n  a p l a i n  m i l i t a r y  sense--was a 
s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  e a r l y  months of 1967. W h i l e  i t  
had been presumed a l l  a l o n g  t h a t  t h e  PLA was t h e  u l t i m a t e  
base of power i n  China--in O t h e r  words ,  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  
power i n  China  would c o n t i n u e  t o  rest on  m i l i t a r y  force--it 
had a l s o  been  presumed t h a t  some of those i n  d i s f a v o r ,  
i .e.,  par ty-machine  leaders,  I n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders, 
and  l o n g - e n t r e n c h e d  p a r t y  secretaries i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  
would attempt a n d  would be able  t o  make some p a r t  of t h e  
PLA r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e m  p e r s o n a l l y .  Indeed ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
months of 1967,  when a l l  three g r o u p s  were u n d e r  a t t a c k  
a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  some o b s e r v e r s  p r e d i c t e d  a PLA s p l i t  
down t h e  m i d d l e  and c i v i l  war, and most o b s e r v e r s  ( i n c l u d -  
i n g  t h i s  one )  expected t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a few c o m b i n a t i o n s  
of p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  leaders marked for  p u r g i n g  would 
be a b l e  t o  of fe r  e f f e c t i v e ,  p r o l o n g e d  r e s i s t a n c e ,  especi- 
a l l y  i n  some of t h e  o u t l y i n g  a reas  l i k e  Szechuan;  b u t ,  
so  f a r  a s  w e  know, t h i s  d i d  n o t  happen anywhere.* I n  

*Yen Hung-yen, t h e  p a r t y ' s  first s e c r e t a r y  i n  Yunnan, 
was l a t e r - cha rged  w i t h  h a v i n g  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  h i s  
followers i n t o  t h e  moun ta ins  and  wage g u e r r i l l a  war; b u t  
i n  f a c t  he  d i d  n o t  do i t ,  he was dead  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  PLA 
moved i n t o  a c t i o n  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y .  I 
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sum, t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  PLA as  an  o p e r a t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  
- -despi te  t h e  ne twork  of c o n t r o l s  i n  i t  es tab l i shed  by 
t h e  o ld  pa r ty  machine ,  and  d e s p i t e  t h e  p u r g e  of a number 
of m i l i t a r y  leaders and  t h e  th rea t  to  a number of others-- 
was t r u l y  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  t h i n g .  

T h i s  placid p i c t u r e  r e q u i r e s ,  however,  some q u a l -  
t i f i c a t i o n .  Whi le  there seems n o t  t o  have been  a n y  organ-  
i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, i n  t h e  form of declared o p p o n e n t s  
who mobilized m i l i t a r y  forces fo r  c o n s c i o u s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
there rema ined  i n  place i n  many par ts  of China--as subse -  
q u e n t  e v e n t s  were t o  p r o v e - - p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  lead- 
ers whom Mao and his new team did n o t  t r u s t .  T h e s e  were 
o f f i c i a l s  who a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t y  a n d  m i l i -  
t a r y  posts,  people t h r o u g h  whom i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  work, 
p e o p l e  who i n  some cases--as some o b s e r v e r s  s u r m i s e d  a t  
t h e  t i m e - - c o n t r o l l e d  e n t i r e  p r o v i n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  Wang En- 
mao i n  S i n k i a n g .  Wi th  respect t o  these c a s e s ,  wh ich  re- 
p r e s e n t e d  de facto compromises be tween t h e  new team i n  
P e k i n g  and  s t r o n g  local  leaders,  Mao's team had s i m p l y  
p u t  off coming t o  g r ips  w i t h  its prablem; s o o n e r  or  
l a t e r  t h e  team i n  P e k i n g  would have  t o  i n s t a l l  its own 
men, and  i t  presumably c a l c u l a t e d  e a r l y  i n  1967 t h a t  a t  
some p o i n t s  i t  would be able t o  move more e f f e c t i v e l y  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  I n  moving a g a i n s t  these leaders  whom 
he d i s t r u s t e d  a s  b e i n g  closer t o  Liu  and Teng t h a n  to  him,  
Mao m i g h t  a g a i n  create a n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a l i e n a t i n g  r e g i o n a l  
and p r o v i n c i a l  p m n d  m i l i t a r y  leaders who were w i l l i n g  
t o  work f o r  h im so l o n g  a s  t h e y  were n o t  asked to  l i q u i d a t e  
t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  who, when Mao's i n t e n t i o n s  became clear,  
m i g h t  t h e n  o r g a n i z e  t h e  k i n d  of armed r e s i s t a n c e  which 
had b e e x p e c t e d  a t  some p o i n t s  i n  e a r l y  1967. I n  addi- 
t i o n ,  there  were p r o b a b l y  t h o u s a n d s  of lesser f i g u r e s  of 
t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s - - a t  t h e  town and  c o u n t y  l e v e l  o u t s i d e  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  centers-who were i n  limbo, p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  
p a r t y  committees t o  w h i c h  no orders came ( b e c a u s e  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  committees had been  d e s t r o y e d  and t h e  o c c u p y i n g  
troops a t  t h a t  l e v e l  d i d  n o t  know what t o  d o ) ,  and  who 
c o u l d  a l so  j o i n  t h e  ' o p p o s i t i o n '  when i t  became c lear  t h a t  
there would be no place fo r  t h e m  i n  t h e  new order;  and 
there may have  been hundreds  who j u s t  d i sappeared ,  abandon- 
i n g  t h e i r  posts and f i n d i n g  some other l i v e l i h o o d .  



Accord ing  t o  o f f i c i a l  a c c o u n t s  of PLA o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h i s  February-March period, t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  have t o  
do much f i g h t i n g ;  t h e  t h rea t  of force was u s u a l l y  enough. 
I t s  first task eve rywhere  seems to  have been  t o  restore 
order s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p e r m i t  i t  t o  play--or t r y  t o  play-- 
i ts  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e ,  t o  t h i s  e n d  occupy ing  
i f  n e c e s s a r y  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  local  p a r t y  c o m m i t -  
tee. Accord ing  t o  t h e  s c e n a r i o  g i v e n  for  t h e  few pro- 
v i n c e s  where t h i n g s  went more-or - less  smoothly,  t h e  PWL, 
once  i n  v i s i b l e  command, t h e n  "ana lyzed  t h e  n a t u r e "  of 
t h e  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  there and of t h e  v a r i o u s  "rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  some of w h i c h  had been se t . -up ' -by  p a r t y  of- 
f i c i a l s  still i n  place*; t h e  n e x t  s t e p  w a s  t o  c o n s u l t  
t h e  ((good" cadres and t h e  i t t r u e ' '  lef t is ts  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  
a comhle$e " s e i z u r e  of power" was n e c e s s a r y ;  i f  n o t ,  t h e  
PIA "helped" t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  whatever  
degree was r e q u i r e d ;  if', however,  a f u l l - s c a l e  " s e i z u r e "  
was j u d g e d  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  PLA t h e  good cadres 
a n d  t r u e  leftists i n  e f f e c t i n g  t h i s  s e i z u r e - - t h a t  is, i t  
i n s t a l l e d  t h e m  i n  o f f ice ,  together w i t h  its own r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s ,  as  a " three-way a l l i a n c e , "  l o o k i n g  toward 
f o r m a t i o n  of a ? ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee." I n  so d o i n g ,  

*There may have  been a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e  of e a r l y  
F e b r u a r y ,  e n l a r g i n g  on  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ' s  p r o v i -  
s i o n  fo r  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  or a number of d i r e c t i v e s  may have been s e n t  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i n c e s ,  perhaps i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  u r g e n t  re- 
q u e s t s  f o r  g u i d a n c e .  I n  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  a Red Guard news- 
pape r  ( J u l y  1967), a n  " i n v e s t i g a t o r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
t r i b u n a l "  ( c o n t r o l  commission?) i n  Hunan refers t o  a "4  
F e b r u a r y  d i r e c t i v e "  wh ich ,  he wri tes ,  was produced  i n  t h e  
hea t  of t h e  moment when i t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  s u p p r e s s  what  
looked l i k e  r e b e l l i o n .  ( T h i s  c o u l d ,  of c o u r s e ,  have been  
a d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  Hunan MCC i t s e l f ,  ra ther  t h a n  from 
P e k i n g , )  A p p a r e n t l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  h e  
conduc ted  a p ro longed  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a large mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n  c lass i f ied  as c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  l o o k i n g  
in to  s u c h  matters a s  w h e t h e r  i t  had made a d e a l  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t ' s e c r e t a r y ,  w h e t h e r  i t  aimed a t  seiz- 
i n g  m i l i t a r y  power,  and  so on.' Of some i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had been 
wrongly c l a s s i f i e d .  
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(still  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s c e n a r i o ) ,  t h e  PLA would 
l do s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  bad cadres from s t a g i n g  
I a tvshamii s e i z u r e ,  assuming c o n t r o l  of " v i t a l  o rgans"  l i k e  
, t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  bureau  and  propaganda  media and  l e g a l  
, o r g a n s ,  s e t t i n g  yp pa t ro ls ,  and a s s i g n i n g  armed g u a r d s  
1 t o  p r o b e c t  those c q d r e s  and  ??rebelti l e a d e r s ' i n  f a v o r ;  a f t e r  ' t h i s ,  t h e  PLA would sometimes have t o  r e p e l  propaganda  ' a s s a u l t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s - - i n c l u d i n g  a t t a c k s  on PLA 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s - b y  f a l s e  "rebelTi g r o u p s ,  sometimes i n c i t e d  
and  o r g a n i z e d  by bad cadres: t h i s  r e D u l s i o n  of h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n s  would e n t a i l  a propaganda o f f e n s i v e ,  t t e x p o s u r e  
of p l o t s i i  ( u s i n g  Mae's t h o u g h t ) ,  s u p p r e s s i o n  of a "hand- 
f u l "  of c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and d i sbandmen t  of t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  h o l d i n g  of d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and  p a r a d e s ,  
p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  f t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeefi (if one  had 
been  f o r m e d ) ,  and  e v e n  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  rebels i n  c a r r y -  

- 
i n g  o u t  t h e i r  own " r e c t i f i c a t i o n t i  (main ly  of t r e n d s  toward 

I " a n a r c  h i s m t t  ) . I 

T h i s  a c c o u n t ,  however,  is of t h e  PLA's o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  those few p r o v i n c e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  wh ich  t h e  
P a t s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  proceeded smooth ly  enough t o  permit 
a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee"to be e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i c h  was 
i n  t u r n  good enough t o  be r e c o g n i z e d  by Peking .  (Wang 
L i  of t h e  CRG r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  a press g r o u p  i n  mid-March 
t h a t  p r o v i n c i a l  d e l e g a t i o n s  were coming t o  P e k i n g  one  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  for t f i n v e s t i g a t i o n " ,  t h a t  o n l y  when "sei- 
z u r e s  of power" had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  t h e  CRG and 
approved  by Mao c o u l d  t h e y  be r e c o g n i z e d . )  I t  seems 
a p p a r e n t ,  from t h e  f a i l u r e  of Pek ing  t o  r e c o g n i z e  more 
t h a n  a h a n d f u l  of these commit tees ,  t h a t  i n  most cases 
t h e  c o u r s e  of e v e n t s  was n o t  so  smooth. 

T h e r e  seem to  have been two main f a c t o r s  i n  t h i s .  
One was t h a t  i n  many if n o t  most cases M8o's team i n  Pek ing  
d i d  n o t  know enough a b o u t  t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  $0 be able  
t o  g i v e  t h e  PLA commander o n  t h e  s p o t  clear d i r e c t i v e s  
a b o u t  whom t o  support ,  w i t h  respect bo th  t o  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  
and t o  compe t ing  v l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Where 
t h a t  was t h e  c a s e ,  and  where P e k i n g  d i d  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  s t e p  
in, t h e  PLA seems t o  have engaged i n  a h o l d i n g  a c t i o n  

, 
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w h i l e  i t  t r ied t o  s o r t  t h i n g s  o u t . *  I t  seems a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  t h e  PLA had a terrible time t r y i n g  t o  do t h i s .  
Where i t  was on its own, i t  had l i t t l e  more to  he lp  i t  
t h a n  t h e  s e a r c h l i g h t  of Mao's " though t . "  I n  o2her words, 
j u s t  a s  t h e  par ty  press i n  e a r l y  1966 had b e e n  expected 
t o  denounce  Wu Han ' s  p l a y s  w i t h o u t  a spec i f ic  d i r e c t i v e  
t o  do s o ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  work-teams of summer 1966 had been  
expected to  s u p p o r t  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h o u t  
e x p l i c i t  orders t o  do so, j u s t  as  t h e  Red Guards i n  t h e  
autumn of 1966  had been expected t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  those 
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  f a i t h f u l  to Mao's t h o u g h t  from those un- 
f a i t h f u l  w i t h o u t  specific t a r g e t t i n g  by P e k i n g ,  so now 
t h e  PLA--as t h a t  component of C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  which had 
p roved  i t se l f  m o s t  f a i t h f u l  t o  Ma*-seems t o  have b e e n  
expected, in t hose  cases i n  w h i c h  g u i d a n c e  was n o t  pro- 
v i d e d ,  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and b r i n g  forward the  other good 
s e r v a n t s .  I n  some cases, p r o b a b l y ,  t h e  PLA on  t h e  spot 
r e c o g n i z e d  i ts  i n a b i l i t y  t o  do t h i s ,  and i n  other cases 
i t  f o u n d  t h i s  o u t  o n l y  when P e k i n g  d i s a p p r o v e d  its selec- 
t i o n s .  I n  y e t  other cases, t h e  PLA o n  t h e  spot and t h e  
leaders in P e k i n g  p r o b a b l y  agreed o n  t h e  lists b u t  r a n  
i n t o  s u c h  s p i r i t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  from those who had been  
e x c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e y  chose n o t  t o  go ahead. 

* I n  some cases--we'd0 n o t  know how many--Peking took 
a c t i o n  to  i n f o r m  i tself  q u i c k l y  on t h e  local s i t u a t i o n .  
For example, with respect t o  Honan p r o v i n c e ,  Chou E n - l a i  
i n  mid-February t o l d  t h e  PLA t o  i n t e r v e n e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  
w a r r i n g  f a c t i o n s  and t o  seize c o n t r o l  of t h e  newspaper ,  
b u t  t h e n  directed a l l  e l e m e n t s  on the  spot--the PLA, t h e  
p a r t y  committee, t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  g r o u p s  and other r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - t o  s e n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  P e k i n g  
t o  g e t  t h i n g s  sorted o u t  there.  A s  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  Red Guard body 'h  Honan was 
r e p o r t e d l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r e a c t i o n a r y  by  t h e  Honan a u t h o r -  
i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  P e k i n g  m e e t i n g ,  was s u p p o r t e d  by P e k i n g  
i n  A p r m a s  still  b e i n g  oppressed by t h e  l o c a l  a u t h -  
o r i t i e s  i n  May, and  got a n o t h e r  a f f i r m a t i o n  of P e k i n g ' s  
s u p p o r t  i n  l a t e  May, b u t  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t u r -  
moil u n t i l  Augus t .  

-81- 

-==€ 



The other  main factor  seems t o  have  been  t h a t  what 
g u i d a n c e  t h e r e  was--in l eade r sh ip  s t a t e m e n t s  and t h e  p a r t y  
press--was i n  a p p a r e n t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  
t h e  BLA was o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r .  T h a t  is, t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r -  
e c t i v e  had o r d e r e d  t h e  PLA t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  l t genu ine t l  legt-  
ists and t o  s u p p r e s s  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  The PLA 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  had good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  those regarded 
a s  l lgenu ine t t  l e f t i s t s ,  a t  t h e  time t h e  order was i s s u e d ,  
were t h e  most m i l i t a n t  of t h e  lvrebelslt--those symbolized 
by t h e  Red Guards of t h e  3 rd  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i h  Peking--and 
t h e  k i n d  of l o c a l  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  who would f i n d  f a v o r  
w i t h  s u c h  e l e m e n t s .  Y e t  t h e  s i g n a l s  from P e k i n g ,  a f t e r  
23 J a n u a r y ,  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t h e  e f fec t  t h a t  t h e  
extreme m i l i t a n t s  were, i f  n o t  o u t  of f a v o r ,  a t  least  i n  

. . , - ve ry  q u a l i f i e d  f a v o r ,  And t h e y  had l o s t  f a v o r  for a 
' r e a s o n  t h a t  mus t  have  appeared to t h e  PIA leaders i n  t h e  
f i e l d  a s  a v e r y  good r e a s o n - - t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  

While t h e  leaders i n  P e k i n g  were n o t  y e t  ready  to  
declare a g a i n s t  d i sorder  per se (as some of t h e m  were by 
J u n e ) ,  t h e  extreme m i l i t a s  G o n g  t k e  Red Guards were 
c r i t i c i zed  r e p e a t e d l y  i n  t h i s  period by  off icers  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  posters ,  a l s o  
b y  Mao h i m s e l f ,  who was w i t h o u t  doubt  t h e  p e r s o n  ma in ly  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for t he i r  ear l ier  p r e f e r m e n t ;  and m i l i t a n t  
l e a d e r s  were .cP.Aticized--somet imes sharp ly-by  name. 
Many of t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were s u p p r e s s e d  or d i s s o l v e d ;  
e . g . ,  t h e  three Red Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Peking were 
merged i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  l o o k i n g  toward  a 
n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  They were ordered t o  k e e p  o u t  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  were to ld  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  from t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee and c o u l d  o n l y  t l s u p e r v i s e l l  t h e s e  seized, and 
were f o r b i d d e n w t o  seize power i n  t h e  camtryside.  They 
were a p p a r e n t l y  p u t  i n  t h e  bottom layer of t h e  " t h r e e -  
way T r a v e l  b y  the rebels t o  "exchange  experi- 
ence" was s u s p e n d e d ,  and  Red Guards were ordered back t o  
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school and  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  would have  t o  unde rgo  
" r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  there unde r  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  PLA*. 

I n  t h e  same period, t h e  s t r o n g  d e f e n s e  of t h e  PLA 
- - in  t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s - - a g a i n s t  any  and a l l  detractors  was 
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  aimed m a i n l y  a t  t h e  rebel extremists ,  A 
t y p i c a l  e d i t o r i a l  (22 F e b r u a r y )  praised t h e  work of L i n  
Piao, i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  rebels c o u l d  n o t  do w i t h o u t  PLA 
s u p p o r t ,  demanded t h a t  a l l  rebels i n  t u r n  s u p p o r t  t h e  
PLA, asser ted t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n  f a c t  a tes t  of t r u e  revo-  
l u t i o n a r i e s ,  a n d  declared t h a t  no one  w a l l o w e d  (under  
pretext of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n )  t o  i n c i t e  t h e  masses  
a g a i n s t  t h e  PLA. ** 

The PLA seemed i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  take t h e s e  deve lop-  
m e n t s  a s  a mandate  t o  f i n d  a g a i n s t ,  and t o  s u p p r e s s ,  t h c  

* I n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  t h e  P e k i n g  press began  t o  empha- 
s i ze  a g a i n  t h e  impor t ance  of t h e  role of good p a r t y  cadres. 
T h i s  added to  t h e  t r o u b l e s  of t h e  PLA a u t h o r i t i e s  on t he  
spot .  THere is t e s t i m o n y  from s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e  PLA 
a u t h o r i t i e s  f e l t  obliged t o  re-examine t h e  cases of local 
p a r t y  leaders ,  and t h a t  f a c t i o n a l i s m  among t h e  " r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  rebels" deve loped  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  among others .  

**Red Guards i n  Szechuan have  asser ted t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
of a ' 1 7  F e b r u a r y  le t ter '  from t h e  NIAC, s a i d  t o  have 
been  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  Szechuan ,  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e d  
PLA a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  Red Guards,  i n  p a r t  
o n . t h e  ground of t h e i r  v e r b a l  and p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  on  
PLA i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  The Red Guard s o u r c e s  a s se r t  t h a t  
Kang Sheng on 1 A p r i l  denounced t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  a f a k e ,  
and  t h a t  i t  had been  w r i t t e n  by Yeh Chien-ying w i t h o u t  
MAC'S p e r m i s s i o n .  Developments  of t h e  t i m e  were c o n s o n a n t  
w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s u c h  a MAC d i r e c t i v e - - w h i c h  c o u l d  
have  been  withdrawn and descr ibed  as a "fakev* when t h e  
l i n e  changed i n  l a te  March and  e a r l y  Apr i l - -but  t h e  l e t te r  
or  d i r e c t i v e  h a s  n o t  been c o n f i r m e d ,  
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most m i l i t a n t  of t h e  " r e b e l r i  g r o u p s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
earlier d i r e c t i v e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  leftists, By l a t e  
March, as i n d i c a t e d  by L in  P iao ' s  reported remarks a t  t h a t  
t i m e  and by t h e  new d i r e c t i v e  to  t h e  PLA i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  
( d i s c u e s e d  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  s e c t i o n ) ,  t h e  PLA was' a c t idg  
so a g g r e s s i v e z y  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o s t  m i l i t a n t  rebels t h a t  Mao 
and L i n  were conce rned  fo r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  good h e a l t h  of 
t h e  young " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  '' The Red Guards 
t h e m s e l v e s  were la ter  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  month of March i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  as a per iod of " c o u n t e r - c u r r e n t  ." 
i n  F e b r u a r y  and  March were an i m p o r t a n t  source- -perhaps  
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  source--of  t h e  s e r i o u s  i l l - f e e l i n g  
between t h e  PLA and  t h e  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards and  other 
"rebels" i n  t h e  subsequen t  months  of 1967,  i l l - f e e l i n g  
expressed i n  p e r s i s t e n t  "rebeltf d e n u n c i a t i o n  of PLA lead- 
e rs  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s ,  d e f i a n c e  of 
t h e  PLA's o r d e r s ,  and even  p h y s i c a l  a t t acks  on PLA per- 
s o n n e l .  I n  t h e  first place, a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  l oca l  p a r t y  
a p p , a r a t u s e s  were made i n o p e r a b l e ,  t h e  PLA r e p l a c e d  s t h e  
p a r t y  as t h e  main i n s t r u m e n t  of a u t h o r i t y  t o  be a t t a c k e d  
for its shor t comings .  I n  t h e  second p l a c e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  
t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  PLA was t h a t  of r e q t o r i n g  o r d e r ,  i t  
would have t o  b r i n g  under  d i s c i p l i n e  even  (or  e $ p e c i a l l y )  
t h e  r e d d e s t  of t h e  f'rebelsft a n d ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  above ,  there 
is r e a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it d i s c h a r g e d  t h i s  p a r t  of its 
task w i t h  en thus i a sm.  In t h e  t h i r d  p l ace ,  even  where  i t  
chose t o  * * s u p p o r t i '  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  ( i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  23 
J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ) ,  i t  would have t o  f i n d  a g a i n s t  o ther  
"rebelf1 g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  some who regarded t h e m s e l v e s  
a s  b e i n g  j u s t  as  m i l i t a n t  and r i g h t e o u s  a s  those who were 
s u p p o r t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  Maois  team i n  P e k i n g  c o u l d  and  d i d  
change  t h e  s i g n a l s  on t h e  PLA, both i n  g e n e r a l  ( i . e . ,  t h e  
d e g r e e  of P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r  endoyed by t h e  m i l i t a n t s )  and 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  cases, Thus, i n  g e n e r a l ,  *'rebelft denuncia-  
t i o n s  of PLA leaders i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s  
seem better e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  PIA'S p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  "rebels" t h a n  by t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  
t h a t  Mao's team i n  Pek ing  was e v e n  t h e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  
b r i n g  down any  and  a l l  PLA leaders  a t tacked by t h e  ivrebels,' '  
o r  by t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  PLA leaders unde r  a t t a c k  
were even  t h e n  de te rmined  t o  resist t h e  w i l l  of  Mao's team. 

T h e r e  seems l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  PLA's a c t i o n s  
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As w i l l  be a r g u e d  l a t e r ,  however,  some PLA l e a d e r s  were 
p r o b a b l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  opponen t s  of Mao's team, e i t h e r  by 
t h e  f a c t  o f s m n t  "rebel" a t tacks  on  them or by 
t he i r  judgment  t h a t  t h e  a t tacks  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

' i n d e e d  i n  d i s f a v o r  i n  Pek ing ;  i n  other words, a s  had been 
t h e  case w i t h  Mao's team and much or most of t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s ,  Mao was a g a i n  c r e a t i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to h imsel f  
where  i t  had n o t  e x i s t e d .  

Throughout  March, however,  Mao c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  PLA w i t h  e x p r e s s i o n s  of h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  i t .  I n  
ear ly  March P e k i n g  c a l l e d  f o r  PLA p e r s o n n e l  t o  be r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  i n  a l l :  u n i t s  " s e i z i n g  power" a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e v e l  and  below, and  by t h e  end  of March t h e  PLA was 
d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  sector ( i n c l u d i n g  i n d u s t r y  
a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e ) .  I t  was d e a r l y  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  s h a t -  
tered p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a s  t h e  main c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  which  
p o l i c y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  and  t h e  main i n s t r u m e n t  
by which  these i n s t r u c t i o n s  were s u p e r v i s e d  and  e n f o r c e d .  
I n  sum, t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of Mao and L i n  appeared to  rest 
d i r e c t l y  on  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  Pek ing ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  and p r o v i n c i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  and i n  command of 
armies. 

The " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 *  i n  t h e  PLA i tsel f ,  w h i c h  
had been  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  modi f ied  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of 
t h e  PLA a n d  kept  i n  v e r y  low g e a r  a t  t h e  lower l e v e l s ,  
c o n t i n u e d  to  move s l o w l y .  I n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  t h e  P e k i n g  
p r e s s  appeared t o  be r e j e c t i n g  t h e  not ion--from wha t  
s o u r c e  was n o t  clear-that r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA i t se l f  
s h o u l d  be speeded up ,  and  it a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  t h e  PLA was i n  f a c t  " v i g o r o u s l y  deve lop ing"  i n  l i n e  
w i t h  Mao's and L i n t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s . *  The main v i s i b l e  

*That Mao's t h i  n k i n g  on  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA c o n t i n u e d  t o  be s i m p l i s t i c  and retrogres- 
s i v e  was i n d i c a t e d  by a poster of t h e  t i m e  r e p o r t i n g  h i s  
remarks on  t h e  s u b j e c t  of m i l i t a r y  academies. E x p r e s s i n g  
h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  of these i n  China ,  Mao 
went on t o  say  t h a t  t h e  armed forces  had f o u g h t  bet ter  
when t h e y  d i d  n o t  have s u c h  schools, t o  s a y  a l s o  t h a t  ''a 
l i t t l e "  r e a d i n g  was a l l  r i g h t  b u t  a l o t  was h a r m f u l ,  and  
t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  a f e w  months of academic t r a i n i n g  was 
enough f o r  m i l i t a r y  leaders.  
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e v i d e n c e  Of t h i s ,  however, was t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a p p e a r a n c e  
of poster a t t acks  on PLA l e a d e r s .  

o u t  of s i g h t ,  and e p e c u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  h i s  s t a t m  
was B e c l i n i n g .  H e m a y  have been s i c k  for  a t i m e ,  b u t  
there *were p r o b a b l y  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  h i s  
s t a t u s .  Most of t h e  PLA leaders a t tacked  i n  posters i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d  were people who had got i n t o  t r o u b l e  i n  a n  
earlier per iod,  i .e.  p r i o r  to  t h e  PLA's i n t e r v e n t i o n  in 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ;  t h e s e  cases have a l r e a d y  been r e v i e w e d .  
T h e r e  were a f e w  new names, however: Hsiao Ching-kuang, 
commander of t h e  Navy ( p r o b a b l y  for  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
Su Chen-hua and f o r  errors I n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  t h e  Navy);  L i  Tso-peng, Hs iab ' s  d e p u t y  i n  both jobs 
( p r o b a b l y  for  t h e  same r e a s o n ) ;  Hsiao KO, t h e  PLA's one- 
t i m e  director of t r a i n i n g  (for alleged p ro -Sov ie t  feel- 
i n g ) ;  and Yuan Tzu-chun, a d e p u t y  director of t h e  G e n e r a l  
Pol i t ical  Depar tment  who had a p p a r e n t l y  been  added t o  t h e  
PLA/CRG (probably cri t icized for  bonds w i t h  Liu Chih-  
c h i e n ,  who was s a i d  by posters t o  have been  replaced by  
Kuan Feng) .  Most of t heBe  a t tacks  appear t o  have  been  
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n v e s t m e n t s  w h i c h  f a i l e d ;  t h a t  is, most of 
those first attacked i n  t h i s  period c o n t i n u e d  i n  f a v o r .  
Hsu Hsiang-chien  came u n d e r  a d d i t i o n a l  criticisin i n  t h i s  
per iod ,  and h e  too c o n t i n u e d  for a t i m e  i n  f a v o r ,  b e i n g  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  l a te  March a s  a d e p u t y  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  MAC, 
perhaps o n l y  r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d ;  b u t  w i t h i n  two weeks, 
when t h e  l i n e  changed ,  Hsu was t o  be h i t  h a r d  i n  posters. 

L i n  Pia0 h i m s e l f  was n o t  a t t acked ,  b u t  r ema iked  

The L e a s h i n g  df t h e  PLA, A p r i l  1967 = 

A c o u n t e r - c u r r e n t  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  "coun te r - cu r -  
r e n t "  of t h e  period from l a t e  J a n u a r y  t o  sometime i n  
March--the l a t t e r  t h e  per iod i n  w h i c h  t h e  PLA dominated  
deve lopmen t s  and  deal t  h a r s h l y  w i t h  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
and  d i s o r d e r l y  of t h e  t ' rebels"--became v i s i b l e  i n  March 
and  was dominant  by e a r l y  A p r i l .  Al though Mao's oppon- 

' e n t s  made no comeback, his most re l iab le  a l l y ,  t h e  PLA, 
was l e a s h e d  a g a i n  i n  A p r i l ,  and one  of t h e  PLA l e a d e r s  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d i r e c t i n g  its o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

i p e r i o d  of F e b r u a r y  a n d  March # a s  se t  a s ide .  

. .  
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I n  t h e  s e c o n d  week of March, Tan Chen- l in ,qa  v i c e -  
premier.gho for some y e a r s  had been  o n e  of t h e  p a r t y -  
machine  group a r o u n d  L i u  and Teng b u t  had r e c e n t l y  been  
defended by Chou En- l a i  .and Madame Mao a g a i n s t  poster 
a t t acks ,  had begun t o  be a t t acked  a g a i n .  These a t t a c k s  
- - c e n t e r i n g  on  T a n ' s  a l l e g e d  ro l e  i n  a r r a n g i n g  ' ' false 
power s e i z u r e s "  ( i .e .  b y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  forces)--were a 
new e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  l i n e  of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  "rebel" 
forces, and r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  Mao meant t o  
r e v e r s e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  " c o u n t e r - c u r r e n t "  which  was 
t h e n  dominant .  

The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee m e t  in t h e  l a t t e r  
h a l f  of March i n  a s e s s i o n  or s e s s i o n s  described a s  a g i -  
t a t e d  by o n e ' o f  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  of t h e  Red Guard l e a d e r s  

l i n e  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  PLA i n  t h e  i t c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n , "  a l i n e  wh ich  c o u l d  o n l y  d ismay many l e a d e r s  
of t h e  PLA. T h e r e  was no  p u b l i c  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  new 
l i n e  i n  March, b u t  i t  was c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i n  a n  u n p u b l i -  
cized speech ( r e c e i v e d  l a t e r )  b y  L i n  Piao on 30 March. 
(L in  had been  o u t  of t h e  news for  s e v e r a l  weeks, and may 
--as some o b s e r v e r s  have surmised--have b e e n  making an  
i n s p e c t i o n  t r i p  on  Mae's behal f  t o  see how t h e  PLA through-  
o u t  China  w a s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  "rebels.") 

--who may hav6;known t h a t  t h e  MAC was work ing  o u t  a new c 

L i n ' s  speech, a s  c r e d i b l y  repor ted  i n  posters,  was 
of i n t e r e s t  on  s e v e r a l  counts - -e .g . ,  h i s  a d m i s s i o n  of 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  losses and many d e a t h s  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  bp t  h i s  d i s m i s s a l  of t h i s  as 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of r e l i a b l e  v l s u c c e s s o r s , "  
h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  
a s  e n t i r e l y  " r o t t e n p 1  ( t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g  o n l y  t h a t  of 
degrees of r o t t e n n e s s ) ,  and h i s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  
own h e a l t h  r ema ined  poor. But  t h e  speech was of greatest  
i n t e r e s t  f o r  its clear  s i g n a l  of a change  i n  l i n e  f o r  
t h e  PLA. S t a t i n g  t h a t  the PLA was now i n  c o n t r o l  of more 
t h a n  7 , 0 0 0  p a r t y  and government  o r g a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h i n a ,  
L i n  sa id  t h a t  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  PLA i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  
was of e v e n  greater i m p o r t a n c e  t h a n  i n  t h e  p a s t  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  L i u  and  Teng. C i t i n g  t h e  MAC'S f o r m u l a t i o n  of 
''>ten p o i n t s "  ( n o t  made p u b l i c  u n t i l  6 A p r i l )  to  g u i d e  
t h e  PWI, L i n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  of these were 
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those  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  PLA i n  its u s e  of arms, p h y s i c a l  
force, and t h e  power of arr 'est ( t h e  first, second  and  
s i x t h  of t h e  p o i n t s  as p u b l i s h e d ) .  C a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  PLA 
t o  r e l y  on t h e  " le f t "  and  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  i t  was hard  .for 
t h e  P3.A to  d i s c o v e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between l e f t  and r l g h t ,  
L i n  emphas ized  t h a t  PLA u n i t s  were n o t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on 
t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  b u t  were t o  a c t  o n l y  o n  orders from 
above--not from t h e ' - p a r t y  committees o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  ( a l l  
v l r o t t e n t l )  b u t ,  p re sumab ly ,  from s u p e r i o r  e c h e l o n s  of t h e  
PLA and local  bodies  dominated  by t h e  PLA. 

tee d i r e c t i v e  r e p o r t e d l y  told p a r t y  committees and t h e  
new revo lu t iona rdy  committees everywhere  ( i n c l u d i n g  those 
i n  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and d i s t r ic t s )  n b t  t o  c l a s s i f y  18rebe111 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i t h o u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee's p e r m i s s i o n  ( l a t e r  specif ied t o  be t h a t  of t h e  
MAC of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee) and f o r b a d e  a r b i t r a r y  arrests'  
and  p h y s i c a l  h u m i l i a t i o n .  J u s t  two d a y s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  Madame 
Mao and H s i e h  Fu-chih r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  some Red Guards 
t h a t  i t  had been  a mistake t o  d i s b a n d  some of t h e  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and promised t h a t  s teps would be t a k e n  
t o  r e v i v e  them.  Moreover ,  t h e  leaders  of t h e  m i l i t a n t  
Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  t h e  college and u n i v e r s i t y  
l e v e l - - l e a d e r s  c r i t i c i zed  ' i n  Februa ry - - r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
l i m e l i g h t ,  making i m p o r t a n t  (and m i l i t a n t )  s t a t e m e n t s .  

a l l  of t h i s  i n  a 10 -po in t  d i r e c t i v e ,  e n d o r s e d ,  and  ordered 
p u b l i s h e d ,  by Mao. D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  work of t h e  PLA 
I n  s u p p o r t i n g  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  left ists  had been  "examined" 
f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks and found uneven i n  q u a l i t y ,  t h e  direc- 
t i v e  imposed s e v e r a l  specif ic  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  t h e  PLA and 
added s e v e r a l  i n h i b i t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  The d i r e c t i v e  a s  
reported in posters t o l d  t h e  PLA n o t  t o  open  f i r e  on 
"rebel" g r o u p s  (as  reported,  there was no a l l o w a n c e  e v e n  
f o r  exixeme p r o v o c a t i o n )  b u t  t o  c o n f i n e  i t se l f  t o  propa- 
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J u s t  two d a y s  l a te r ,  on 1 A p r i l )  a c e n t r a l  commit- 

On 6 Apri l  t h e  Mi l i t a ry  Affa i r s  Committee embodied 

g a n d a ,  n o t  t o  m k e  Ifmass arrests" ( o n l y  of hard -case  i n -  
' d i v i d u a l s ) ,  not ':o c l a s s i f y  rebel  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  "count -  
1 er-rei o lu t l i ona ry . '  u n l e s s  and u n t i l  a u t h o r i z e d  by  the MAC, 
1 n o t  t o  i n : . i i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  or l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  
a g a i * i s t  t:u? rebel:: (one  v e r s i o n  ca l led  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t o  c o n t i n u e  b u t  t ~ ,  3e reported t o  t h e  CRG o r  PLA/CRG) , 

I 
I 
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and n o t  t o  u s e  force ( i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  h u m i l i a t i o n )  t o  
e x t r a c t  c o n f e s s i o n s  or t o  pun i sh .  
e x h o r t e d  t h e  RLA t o  remember c l a s s  s t a n d p o i n t  (1.e. t o  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  were o n  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ) ,  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  its main m i s s i o n  a s  p ropaganda ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
o n l y  " p o l i t i c a l l y  re l iab le"  PLA cadres d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  
masses so a s  t o  p r e c l u d e  r i g h t i s t  c a d r e s  from s u p p r e s s i n g  
l e f t i s t  rebels ( t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c i t ed  a d e p u t y  commander 
of t h e  T s i n g h a i  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  a s  g u i l t y  of t h e  k i n d  
of "b ru ta l "  s u p p r e s s i o n  of rebel g r o u p s  which  was now 
p r o h i b i t e d ) ,  t o  remember t h a t  t h e  PLA i t se l f  must 'lobey" 
and  " l e a r n  from" t h e  masses, and  t o  correct a l l  of its 
ea r l i e r  mistakes i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o r e g o i n g .  

L i n  P i ao ' s  speech of 30 March had t a k e n  away from -,- 

the' PkA most of t h e  large degree of d i s c r e t i o n  i t  had 
e n j o y e d  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d i s o r d e r l y  e l e m e n t s  and i n  sor t -  
i n g  o u t  l oca l  o f f i c i a l s  and compe t ing  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups,  
And t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  6 April d i r e c t i v e - - a n d  of e d i t o r i a l s  
of 6 and 10 A p r i l  c a l l i n g  on t h e  RLA t o  be humble before c 

t h e  masses--was i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  of t h e  23 J a n u a r y  
d i r e c t i v e .  T h a t  is, whereas t h e  i n t e n t  and effect  of t h e  
23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  w a s  t h a t  of r e s t o r i n g  order, p l a c i n g  
t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e ' k e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" :.in:sUb- 
o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  would o b e d i e n t l y  p l a y  
t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  roles, t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  placed t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  t h e  PLA r a t h e r  t h a n  on t h e  rebels, w i t h  
t h e  predictable consequence  t h a t  t h e  most  m i l i t a n t  rebels 
would asser t  t h e m s e l v e s  more a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  t h a n  e v e r .  

c o u l d  o n l y  d ismay many leaders of t h e  PLA. To t h e i r  ce r - .  
t a i n  knowledge,  t h e y  had g i v e n  many components o f  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s " - - e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  Red 
Guards--good r e a s o n  to detest them a n d  t o  seek to b r i n g  
them down, a n d  t h e  new l i n e  meant  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s  would now be e i t h e r  v i r t u -  
a l l y  h e l p l e s s  a g a i n s t  those s e e k i n g  vengeance  (or s i m p l y  
' a c t i o n ' ) ,  or, by t a k i n g  a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t hemse lweq ,  
would i n c u r  P e k i n g ' s  d i s f a v o r .  T h a t  some PLA l eaders  began  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  resist Pek ing ' s  w i l l  a t  t h i s  po in t - - fo r  
example, by b u i l d i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e i r  own t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  "rebels~'--seems l i k e & y , .  a n d  

The d i r e c t i v e  a s  r e p o r t e d  

As p r e v i o u s l y  suggested,  t h i s  change  i n  t h e  l i n e  
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i n  any  case t h i s  was clearly a chance  Mao was t a k i n g .  
Mao was n o t  o n l y  c r e a t i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  he 
was c r e a t i n g  i t  among those i n  command of t h e  o n l y  reli- 
able  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  r ema ined  i n  h i s  hands-- the p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  hav ing  been  wrecked, and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" 
movement b e i n g  both  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  and unarmed, 

I 

1 On t h e  same day  (6  A p r i l )  t h a t  t h e  new d i r e c t i v e  
was i s s u e d ,  there a p p e a r e d  i n t e n s i v e  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on 
Hsu Hsiang-chien  and  Yeh Chien-ying,  who had been  prominent  
i n  t h e  MAC i n  t h e  period f o l l o w i n g  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  direc- 
t i v e  and who had p r o b a b l y  p l a y e d  l a r g e  roles i n  d i r e c t i n g  
t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  PLA i n  t h a t  February-March p e r i o d ,  
B o t h  t h e  t i m i n g  and  t h e  c o n t e n t  of these p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  

f q r  ' f e r r o r s l t  i n  imp lemen t ing  t h e  l i n e  of t h a t  p e r i o d - - t h a t  
is,, were t o  be t h e  scapegoats f o r  t h e  l i n e  now j u d g e d  by 
Mao and  L i n  t o  have  been i n  error, a s  Liu  Chih-chien  had 
be'en b u t  a s  Yang Cheng-wu and  Hsiao Hua ( b o t h  close t o  
Li,n P i a o )  had e s c a p e d  b e i n g .  

s u g g e s t e d , t h a t  Hsu and Yeh were t o  be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  A ' 1  

I 
I The poster c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  Hsu--made by t h e  most 

m i l i t a n t  of t h e  Red Guards--emphasized t h a t  he  had c a r r i e d  
o u t  t h e  "Liu/Teng l i n e "  and had o p p r e s s e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  masses  (e.g. w i t h  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n " )  and  s u p p r e s s e d  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Secondary  c h a r g e s  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  conduc t  
(as  c h i e f  of t h e  PLA/CRG s i n c e  J a n u a r y )  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  the PLA i t s e l f  (he  was h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  a 4 March 
directive on t h i s  matter w h i c h  has  n o t  come t o  hand) ,  h i s  
p r o t e c t i o n  of d i s c r e d i t e d  f i g u r e s  l i k e  L iu  Chih-chien  b u t  
a t  t h e  same time h i s  u s e  of Liu a s  a scapegoat t o  s a v e  
h i m s e l f ,  his r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for spec i f ic  bad  s i t u a t i o n s  
(Szechuan,  where s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  was r epor t ed ,  a n d  Hupei 
a n d  Wuhan), h i s  e f f o r t  t o  restrict t h e  role of Madame 
Mao (his " a d v i s o r " )  in t h e  work of t h e  PLA/CRG, and h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Lin Piao i n  a r e c e n t  MAC m e e t i n g  ( p o s s i b l y  
on t h e  matter of t h e  change  of l i n e ) .  The poster charges 
a g a i n s t  Yeh were s imi l a r  a l t h o u g h  less emphatic,  c h a r g i n g  
him w i t h  s u p p r e s s i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels, l i n k i n g  
him w i t h  bad s i t u a t i o n s  i n  s e v e r a l  a reas  (Szechuan ,  Hupei ,  
T s i n g h a i ,  I n n e r  Mongol ia ) ,  a c c u s i n g  him too of o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  L i n  i n  t h e  MAC and t o  t h e  Madame, and a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  
he had p r o t e c t e d  Madame L i u  Shao-chi .  

' i  

. .. 

-90- 



I .  , 

A few d a y s  l a te r ,  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  ce t r a l  CRG re- 
p o r t e d l y  t o l d  t h e  Red Guards i t  was n o t  wor P h w h i l e  t o  
a t t a c k  HSU, a s  Hsiao Hua and H s i e h  Fu-chih ( r e c e n t l y  
added) were already r u n n i n g  t h e  PLA/CRG. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  on  16 A p r i l ,  posters r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Madame Mao (de 
facto chief of t h e  PLA/CRG) had ' ldismissedig Hsu and had 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  (and/or  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA) would 
be r u n  by Hsiao, H s i e h ,  and  Yang Cheng-wu. On t h e  same 
d a y ,  t h e  Madame r e p o r t e d l y  descr ibed t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  
Chengtu and Wuhan as " e x t r e m e l y  g r a v e , "  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g ,  
t o  most a c c o u n t s ,  i n c i t e d  t h e  "rebels" t o  t ake  a c t i o n  
the re -an  e x h o r t a t i o n  t h a t  was presumably  i n  p a r t  r e spon-  
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  large-scale f i g h t i n g  t h a t  deve loped  i n  
t h o s e  areas i n  s u b s e q u e n t  months.* A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
Chen Y i ,  less i m p o r t a n t  a s  a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ' i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  b u t  for s e v e r a l  y e a r s  c a r r i e d  a s  a member (perhaps 
even  an  o f f i ce r )  of MAC, who had been under  poster a t t a c k  
w i t h  Hsu and Hen, r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had been  dropped  
from MAC. 

On 20 A p r i l ,  w i t h  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of t h e  P e k i n g  
Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  Ch inese  leaders  
a p p e a r e d  t o  be s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  would proclaim f u r t h e r  
" s e i z u r e s  of power" o n l y  when r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
of t h i s  t y p e  had been p u t  together--meaning t h a t  most of 
China would r e m a i n  under  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  PLA i n d e f i n i t e l y .  
On t h i s  same o c c a s i o n ,  Madam Ma0 t r i ed  t o  p u t  t h e  best 
possible f a c e  on t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween t h e  MAC d i r e c t i v e  
of  28 J a n u a r y  (a d i r e c t i v e  c o n c i l i a t o r y  t o  t h e  PLA) and 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  o f  6 A p r i l  (hard on t h e  PLA), a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  had t h e  same s p i r i t .  They d i d  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  
Madame was making o r  t r y i n g  t o  make a n  i m p o r t a n t  point: 
t h a t  Mao wanted i t  both ways,  t h a t  he  hoped and b e l i e v e d  

*There is a c r e d i b l  e repor t  t h a t  Chou En-la1 i n  t h e  
same week v i s i t e d  Canton ,  e n d o r s e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander 
of t h e  Canton  M i l i t a r y  Region ,  and  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  
o f f icer  (Huang Yung-sheng) P e k i n g ' s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
good and bad 'grebeltt o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Canton area.  
Th ig  a c t i o n  by P e k i n g ,  however ,  d i d  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  e rup-  
t i o n  of l a r g e - s c a l e  f i g h t i n g  i n  Canton l a t e r ,  j u s t  a s  
inn Chengtu and  Wuhan. 



t h a t  both t h e  Red Guards and  t h e  PLA would reward h i s  con- 
f i d e n c e  by c o r r e c t i n g  t h e i r  errors ( t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e s p e c -  
t i v e  t t r e c t i f i c a t i o n t *  p rograms) ,  m e e t i n g  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  on 
a midd le  ground.  Mao*s reported * ' i n s t r u c t i o n s ' *  t o  t h e  
new PMRC i n  f a c t  demons t r a t ed  t h i s  a t t i t u d e :  h e  c r i t i -  
c i z e d  t h e  m i s t a k e s  of t h e  PLA i n  h a n d l i n g  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t f o n s ,  b u t  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be a n d  were b e i n g  cor- 
rected and went  on  t o  assert t h a t  some people were b e i n g  
o v e r l y  c r i t i c a l  of t h e  PLA. He r e p o r t e d l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a l l  three components of t h e  * ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a l l i a n c e ' * - - t h e  masses ,  t he  PLA, and t h e  (good) p a r t y  cadres. 

I 

On 23 A p r i l ,  posters reported t h e  r e c e n t  promot ion  
of f o u r  members of MAC t o  pos t s  as v ice -cha i rmen  or mem- 
bers of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee: Hsiao Hua, H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  
Yang Cheng-wu, and  Su Yu. (Red Guard materials had i n -  
dicated t h a t  Su,  t h e  one t ime chief-of-staff ,  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  had been  conce rned  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r i e s  
and  a reported speech by Chou E n - l a i  o n  30 A p r i l  a l s o  
c o n n e c t e d  Su--along w i t h  Hsiao and  Wang Shu-sheng--with 
these.) A t  t h e  same time, t h e  MAC a p p a r e n t l y  q u i e t l y  
dropped  Hsu Hsiang-chien  a s  a v i ce -cha i rman ;  n e i t h e r  Hsu 
n o r  Yeh Chien-y ing  (who had been criticized i n  p o s t e r s  
a l o n g  w i t h  Hsu) was denounced a s  a c o n s p i r a t o r ,  or d i s -  
graced, a n d  bo th  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p o l i t b u r o  members o n  
May Day; b u t  Hsu a t  l e a s t  was e v i d e n t l y  set a s i d e  a s  a 
m i l i t a r y  leader .  The s t a t u s  of Yeh--and of Nieh  Jung- 
chen a n d  L i u  Po-cheng, c a r r i e d  a l s o  a s  v i c e - c h a i r m e n - o r  

C r i t i c i s m  of t h e  rebels c o n t i n u e d .  I n  f a c t ,  Kuai  
P i - fu  h i m s e l f  ( t h e  worst of a l l  m i l i t a n t s )  p u b l i c l y  con- 
demned * 'anarchy '*  i n  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  same wwek, 
officers of t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group ( i n c l u d -  
i n g  Madame Mao) m e t  w i t h  rebel g r o u p s  and t o l d  them a g a i n  
t o  s top  f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s  and t o  s top  a t t a c k i n g  
t h e  PLA (there had a l r e a d y  been  a number of p h y s i c a l  as- 
s a u l t s ) ,  and e d i t o r i a l s  of t h e  week a g a i n  de fended  t h e  
PLA. But  t h e  t h r u s t  of developments  i n  t h e  first three 
weeks of A p r i l  was c lear :  t h e  PLA's c o n t r o l  of e v e n t s  
in China  had b e e n  s e v e r e l y  q u a l i f i e d  by t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  
i t  was now o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r ,  and  t h e  PIA had been  p l a c e d  
on t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  meaning tha t  i n d i v i d u a l  PLA l e a d e r s  were 
a l so  o n  t h e  d e f e n s i v e .  

I , 
I 
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members of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee--was n o t  made c l e a r .  
A t  t h e  end  of A p r i l ,  t h e  o n l y  t o p - l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
still c l e a r l y  i n  f a v o r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  L i n  Piao, were t h e  
f o u r  new o f f i ce r s  of MAC: Hsiao, H s i e h ,  Yang, and  Su. 

I n  l a t e  A p r i l  Su Yu, one  of t h i s  smal l  g roup  of 
t o p  m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  P e k i n g  c l e a r l y  i n  Mao's f a v o r ,  
r e p o r t e d l y  he lped  h i s  m i l i t a r y  comrades o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  
t o  read the w r i t i n g  on t h e  w a l l .  He  is described i n  
posters  a s  making a speech o n  29 Apri l  i n  w h i c h  h e  speci- 
f i e d  a number of i n c i d e n t s  i n  which  t h e  llmasseslt w e r e  
s u p p r e s s e d ,  and went on t o  a s se r t  t h a t  e a c h  of these i n -  
c idents  was the f a u l t  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  officers of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  i n  wh ich  t h e y  took place, a s  t h e s e  PLA 
leaders  had not got p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m - < t h e  MAC to take these 
a c t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words,  L i n  Pia0 had meant e x a c t l y  w h a t  
he sa id  i n  h i s  30 March speech, and  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders  
in t h e  r e g i o n s  and p r o v i n c e s  would have t o  get MAC'S per- 
m i s s i o n  even  t o  de fend  themse lves .  

Chou E n - l a i  a t  t h e  e n d  of A p r i l  (30 A p r i l )  made 
a n  u n p u b l i c i z e d  report t o  t h e  State  C o u n c i l  which  i n c l u d e d  
a n  a c c o u n t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  26 p r o v i n c e s  of China 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  "autonomoust1 r e g i o n s ) .  
c r e d i b l e  report  of t h i s  speech, Chou conf i rmed  i n d i c a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  press t h a t  l o c a l  governments  approved  by t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee had been es tab l i shed  i n  o n l y  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s  ( p l u s  
t h e  c i t i e s  of Pek ing  and S h a n g h a i ) ,  and  went on  t o  speak 
of t e n  p r o v i n c e s  w h i c h  were s i m p l y  unde r  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ,  
f o u r  o thers  (and one m u n i c i p a l i t y )  i n  w h i c h  some prepara- 
t i o n s  had been  made b u t  wh ich  were n o t  r e a d y  to  proclaim 
t l a l l i a n c e s , l l  and  s e v e n  p r o v i n c e s  w i t h  which  Pek ing  was 
n o t  y e t  n e g o t i a t i n g  (on t h e  mat ter  of " a l l i a n c e s ! ' ) .  
(Chou d i d  n o t  men t ion  N i n g h s i a . ) *  Chou ' s  speech g a v e  a n  

Accord ing  t o  a 

*Chou t s  g r o u p i n g s  were a s  follows: (a) approved  r evo-  
l u t i o n a r y  commit tees- -Shans i ,  Shantung,  Kweichow and  Hei lung-  
k i a n g  ( p l u s  Pek ing  and S h a n g h a i ) ;  (b) under  m i l i t a r y  con- 
t r o l ,  desp i te  p roc la imed  "a l l i ances t t - -Chek iang ,  K i a n g s i ,  
S h e n s i ,  Yunnan, and S i n k i a n g  ( a l t h o u g h  ' i n  f a c t  Wang En- 
ma0 was i n  c o n t r o l  i n  his p a r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  m i l i t a r y  p o s t ) ;  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 94) 
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o f f i c i a l  stamp t o  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  P e k i n g  
press: t h a t  PLA l e a d e r s  on t h e  s p o t  had been  so con- 
f u s e d  by c o n f l i c t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s  and  by l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  compet ing  c la ims of ' I r e v o l u t i o n a r y f 1  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  t h a t  i n  most places  t h e y  had n o t  been  a b l e  t o  

'move  v e r y  f a r  f o r w a r d .  What Chou d i d  n o t  s a y  was t h a t  
i n  some i n s t a n c e s  PLA l e a d e r s  on t h e  spo t  may have been 

/ - - p r o b a b l y  were--deliberately r e s i s t i n g  P e k i n g ' s  w i l l ,  
1 r e f u s i n g  t o  prefer l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y l '  groups w h i c h  t h e y  
 well knew t o  be i n  P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r  and o r g a n i z i n g  " revo lu -  
I t i o n a r y "  g r o u p s  of t h e i r  own t o  protect t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
' P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s ;  and  t h a t  P e k i n g  knew t h i s  t o  be t h B  
/ ca se  i n  some a r e a s ,  b u t  was n o t  y e t  p r e p a r e d  t o  d e a l  
j w i t h  t h e  problem. 

An i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  time was t h a t  of t h e  
I 
l i n l t i a t i v e  fo r  t h e  r a d i c a l  change  i n  t h e  emphas i s ,  d u r i n g  
! A p r i l ,  i n  t h e  l i n e  g o v e r n i n g  r e l a t i o n s  be tween t h e  PLA 
land t h e  f fmasses . ' '  Only  three leaders--Mao, L i n ,  and  Chou-- 
;were c a p a b l e  of t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  on a m a t t e r  of t h i s  
impor t ance .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  was L i n ' s ,  
f o l l o w i n g  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r  i n  March i n  w h i c h  he colleCted 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  f o r  a judgmen t ,  b u t  h e  had been  made to  
look f o o l i s h  b y  t h e  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e ,  and  h i s  PLA had been  
p u t  i n t o  a most u n c o m f o r t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n ;  i t  seems doubt -  
f u l  t h a t  h e  would  have t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  a change  
so r a d i c a l .  I t  a l s o  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
,was n o t  C h o u ' s  a s  he  had shown a much g r e a t e r  c o n c e r n  for  
order--from t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  t T r e v o l u t i o n ' v - - t h a n  had either 

1 

I 

I 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 93) 
( c )  a l s o  u n d e r  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  reasons--Anhwei,  
Kwangtung, I n n e r  Mongol ia ,  T s i n g h a i  and T i b e t ;  (d)  those 
i n  w h i c h  some progres's had been  qnade toward i i a l l i a n c e s i i  
--Hopei, Honan, Kwangsi,  and  Szechuan ( p l u s  T i e ' n t s i n )  ; 
and (e) those w i t h  w h i c h  n e g o t i a t i o n s  were n o t  y e t  under-  
way--Fukien, Hunan, Hupe i ,  Kiangsu ,  Kansu, K i r i n ,  and  
L i a o n i n g  ( p l u s ,  p e r h a p s ,  N i n g h s i a ) .  The  i m p l i C a t i o n ,  as 
s e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s  n o t e d ,  was t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was t h e  
l e a s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  f i n a l  groupkng--and i n  f a c t  
there were t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  s e r i o u s  d i s o r d e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  
of these p r o v i n c e s  i n  t h e  summer of 1967, a l t h o u g h  there 
were e q u a l l y  s e r i o u s  d i s o r d e r s  i n  some p r o v i n c e s  i n  other 
g r o u p i n g s .  
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Mao or Lin .  Tha t  l e a v e s  Mao, who seems a g a i n  to  have 
declared h i s . f a v o r - - a s  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  i n  1966--for 
t h e  most m i l i t a n t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  "masses," a c c e p t i n g  ( a t  
l eas t  for  a t i m e )  wha teve r  degree of disorder might  ensue .  

Disorder and Response ,  May-June 1967 

A t  t h e  May Day r a l l y ,  Mao and L i n  p u t  on  d i s p l a y  
t h e i r  first team, w h i c h  took t h e  f i e l d  on  severa l  occa- 
s i o n s  i n  f o l l o w i n g  weeks: t h e  c o r e  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  Mao, 
L i n ,  Chou, Chen Po- t a ,  Kang Sheng,  and Li Fu-chun; t h e  
t o p - l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  leaders  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  L i n ) ,  H s i e h  
Fu-chih ,  Hs iao  Hua, Yang Cheng-wu, and Su Yu; and f i v e  
leaders of t h e  cen t ra l  CBG and PLA/CRG, Madame Mao, Wang 
Li, Kuan Feng,  C h i  Pen-yu, and Madame Lin .  

T h i s  small, mismatched g roup  was p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  
w h a t  appeared t o  be a d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t  
t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  p l a c i n g  c r i p p l i n g  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  PLA and t h u s  i n  effect  i n c i t i n g  t h e  
Red Guards t o  make t r o u b l e .  H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  who  had as- 
sumed of f ice  on 20 A p r i l  a s  head of  t h e  new P e k i n g  Muni- 
c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee ,  is s a i d  t o  have described 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  i t se l f  as poor, b e c a u s e  t h e  left-  
ist rebels were a g a i n  s p l i t t i n g  up and f i g h t i n g  among 
themse lves ;  h e  is s a i d  t o  have specified t h a t  s e r i o u s  
f i g h t i n g  was g o i n g  o n  i n  s c h o o l s ,  f ac tor ies  and " v a r i o u s  
o rgans . "  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  were r epor t s  of serious 
clashes i n  r e c e n t  weeks i n  a t  l e a s t  n i n e  p r o v i n c e s ;  these 
were s a i d  to  be e s p e c i a l l y  severe i n  Szechuan ,  where  t r o o p s  
of t h e  Chengtu h e a d q u a r t e r s  were r e p o r t e d l y  embroiled w i t h  
m i l i t a n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  3 r d  Red Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  
Peking .  (Those clashes were a p p a r e n t l y  n o t ,  however,  on  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  s c a l e  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d ' l a t e r . )  

The re  was g e n e r a l  agreement  t h a t  much of t h i s  f i g h t -  
i n g  ( p e r h a p s  most of i t ,  as P e k i n g  i t se l f  impl i ed )  be longed  
i n  P e k i n g ' s  c a t e g o r y  of " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  war"--that 
is, f i g h t i n g  among "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e i r  shares  
of t h e  s p o i l s ,  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  of power 
w h i c h  was b e i n g  or was to  be b u i l t .  T h i s  i s s u e - - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

, 
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i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of power--would of c o u r s e  c a r r y  t h e  
" r e b e l s f f  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  on  some o c c a s i o n s  w i t h  other ele- 
ments  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i . e .  t h e  p a r t y  cadres i n  f a v o r  
and  t h e  PLA. Beyond t h i s ,  much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  (some 

1 o b s e r v e r s  t h o u g h t  most of i t)  r e p r e s e n t e d  " p r i n c i p l e d "  
s t r u g g l e ,  w i t h  a p x r n  a p p a r e n t l y  emerging  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  g r o u p s  t e n d e d  t o  d i v i d e  between e l e m e n t s  a l i g n e d  1 w i t h  and  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  l oca l  a u t h o r i t i e s - - p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

I m i l i t a r y  leaders - -and  e x t r e m e l y  m i l i t a n t  e l e m e n t s ,  appar -  
l e n t l y  directad 1 q u a r t e r s  t y p e ,  who were a t t a c k i n g  t h e  local ( g e n e r a l l y  
1 m i l i t a r y )  a u t h o r i t i e s  and  t h e  local  tfrebelsft who were 
l a l i g n e d  w i t h  them. (Some of t h e  a t t a c k s  by t h e  m i l i t a n t s  
1 c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c l u d e  p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t s  on government  and  
lPLA p e r s o n n e l  and on  government  o r g a n s  and PLA i n s t a l l a -  
I t i o n s . )  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was conf i rmed  i n  some p r o v i n c e s ,  
l and  may have  been w i d e s p r e a d ;  and some o b s e r v e r s  conc luded  
I t h a t  it was t h e  aim of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  of t h e  f f rebelsf t  
\ t o  d i sc red i t  t h e  PLA a s  a whole  by f o r c i n g  i t  t o  take 
l a c t i o n s  w h i c h  were f o r b i d d e n  t o  i t  i n  t h e  6 A p r i l  direc- 
~ t i v e .  O t h e r  o b s e r v e r s  b e l i e v e d  t ha t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
s e l e c t i v e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s  by i n d i v i d u a l  "rebelff 
g r o u p s  a g a i n s t  i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders. S t i l l  
o thers  agreed t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was s e l e c t i v e ,  b u t  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  i t  was directed b y  Mao's team in Peking--a way of keep- 
i n g  p r e s s u r e  on some local  l e a d e r s  who were n o t  t r u s t e d  
by P e k i n g  b u t  w i t h  whom P e k i n g  f e l t  obl iged t o  work f o r  
a t i m e ,  and  a s  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  these p a r t i c u l a r  l e a d e r s  I would e v e n t u a l l y  be b r o u g h t  down. Y e t  o the r s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  might be regarded a s  a p a r t  of t h e  o v e r a l l  
' " t e s t i n g t 1  of PLA leaders,  and migh t  imply n o t h i n g  w i t h  
,respect t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t tacked .  A l l  t h a t  seemed 
clear i n  t h i s  was t h a t  P e k i n g  was k e e p i n g  both  fo rces -a t -  
tackers and d e f e n d e r s - - i n  t h e  f i e l d .  T h a t  is, Mao's team 
i n  P e k i n g  was e n c o u r a g i n g  and  l o g i s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  a t  

. Yeast some of t h e  " r e b e l f f  g r o u p s  who were on t h e  o f f e n s i v e ,  
a n d  i t  was l e a v i n g  i n  p l a c e  t h e  local  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e i n g  
attacked by these "rebels." On b a l a n c e ,  it seemed l i k e l y  
' t h a t  some of these PLA leaders  were a l r e a d y  o u t  of f a v o r  
w i t h  m n g ,  and i t  was a n i c e  q u e s t i o n  why t h e n  t h e y  were 
' lef t  in p l a c e .  One c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  those  i n  d i s f a v o r  
c o u l d  s i m p l y  be r e c a l l e d  t o  P e k i n g  (as  e v e n  t h o s e  r e g i o n a l  
secretaries c l e a r l y  o u t  of favor had come d o c i l e l y  to  

by Red Guards from P e k i n g  of t h e  3 r d  Head- 

I , 
I 
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Pek ing  t h e  p r e v i o u s  October when summoned t o  t h e  p a r t y  
work-conference ,  and a s  Chen T s a i - t a o  of t h e  Wuhan head- 
q u a r t e r s  was s o o n  t o  be summoned), b u t  one c o u l d  a l so  
a r g u e  t h a t  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  P e k i n g  was a f r a i d  t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  n o t  s i m p l y  summon a m i l i t a r y  leader t o  h i s  doom 
(Wang En-mao was a case i n  p o i n t ) .  I n  any  case, i t  
seemed a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  growing  d isorders  c o u l d  n o t  b e g i n  
t o  be c o n t r o l l e d  under  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s .  

- 

Mao was n o t  r e a d y  t o  r e v e r s e  h i m s e l f ,  however. 
Accord ing  t o  la te r  p o s t e r s ,  Mao on 7 May directed L i n  
Pia0 t o  g i v e  PLA u n i t s  up  t o  two weeks of " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  
t r a i n i n g .  I n  other words,  h i s  immediate conce rn  was s t i l l  
more w i t h  correct ing t h e  f a u l t s  of t h e  PLA i n  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  "r.ebels" t h a n  w i t h  t h e  t r o u b l e s  c a u s e d  by t h e  
"rebels" t h e m s e l v e s .  As p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  Ma0 wanted i t  
b o t h  ways--wanted t h e  rebels too t o  c a r r y  o u t  a "recti- 
f i c a t i o n " ;  b u t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  under  which t h e  PLA was 
o p e r a t i n g  were n o t  such  as t o  g i v e  t h e  rebe ls  any incen-  
t i v e  to  correct t h e i r  f a u l t s ,  or t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  PLA t o  
h e l p  t h e m  to correct them.* 

3 

Mao's b i a s - - i n  f a v o r  of h i s  Red Guards and o ther  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels ,It and a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
on whom h i s  p o s i t i o n  d i r e c t l y  res ted- -was  e v i d e n t  i n  Pek- 
i n g ' s  comments on the  same day  (7 May) on  i ts  r e o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  of t h e  FLA command i n  Chengtu,  w h i c h  was t h e  govern-  
i n g  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a l l  of t h e  popu lous  and i m p o r t a n t  pro- 
v i n c e  of Szechuan.** Hsiao Hua, s p e a k i n g  t o  R e d  Guards  

*Th i s  was c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  reports from schools 
a t  w h i c h  t h e  PLA was supposed  to  be s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  s t u d -  
e n t s '  t r a i n i n g .  The s t u d e n t s  d i d  a s  t h e y  pleased, because  
t h e  so ld i e r s  were n o t  a l lowed  t o  u s e  arms t o  e n f o r c e  d i s -  
c i p l i n e .  

**The m i l i t a r y  commands i n  Anhwei, T s i n g h a i  and I n n e r  
Mongolia had been  r e o r g a n i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i v e  
or s i x  weeks. 



i n  Peking on behalf of Mao's team, announced t h a t  v a r i o u s  
, m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  Szechuan had been making flmistakeslf 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  s i n c e  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  "conserva-  1 t i v e "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Szechuan and  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  
I lfmasses,ll and were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  s e r i o u s  

i n c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  PLA had opened f i re  ( t h e r e  was no 
j c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of why t h e  PLA had opened f i r e ) .  

f u r t h e r  announced-at t h e  two r a n k i n g  o f f icers  o f  t h e  
IChengtu M i l i t a r y  Reg ion  ( i h s t a l l e d  o n l y  a f e w  months  
\before ,  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  t w o  commanders d i s c r e d i t e d  i n  Janu- 

a r y )  had been summoned t o  Pek ing ,  had been  b r o u g h t  t o  I r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s ,  and would be r e p l a c e d  as  t h e  
I commanders, a l t h o u g h  t h e y  would r e t u r n  t o  Szechuan i n  ' s u b o r d i n a t e ,  posts. * 
I 

I 

Hsiao 

I 

I 
I 
I *The n e w  leader i n  Szechuan--as first p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
' a n d  head of t h e  new p r e p a r a t o r y  group fo r  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
jcommittee--was Chang Kuo-hua, who i n  h i s  p o s t  a s  commander 
'of  t h e  T i b e t  M i l i t a r y  Region  had been unde r  s u s t a i n e d  a t -  
tack f o r  months by Red Guards i n  a p p a r e n t  h i g h  f a v o r  w i t h  
Mao ' s team in Pek ing .  Chang' s appo in tmen t  ( c o n c u r r e n t l y )  
t o  t h e  maah more i m p o r t a n t  p o s t  i n  Chengtu seemed a c l e a r  
s i g n  of  Mao's f a v o r ,  and  i t  was e x p l i c i t l y  s ta ted  i n  t h e  
7 May i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  Mao had c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Chang (and t h e  
newly-appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  commander). F o l l o w i n g  Chang ' s  
appo in tmen t ,  t h e  Red b a r d s  i n  T i b e t  r e p o r t e d l y  c e a s e d  
f o r  a time to a t t a c k  him, b u t  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a t -  

t h i s  writer's s e n s e  of Mao's r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  PLA--is 
t h a t  Chang ' s  appo in tmen t  was imposed on Mao by powef;ful 
armies in t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  Chengtu  M i l i t a r y  Region ,  armies 
w h i c h  r e f u s e d  t o  cooperate i n  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  of the  
p r o v i n c e  u n l e s s  a leader a c c e p t a b l e  t o  them were named. 
I t  seems better t o  p u t  t h i s  i n  terms of P e k i n g ' s  own c a l -  
c u l a t i o n  t h a t  Chang would be a b l e  t o  dea l  e f f e c t i v e l y  
w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  forces i n  Szechuan--the m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  
remains of t h e  p a r t y  ' a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
and  t h e  workers and p e a s a n t s .  

. tack. One o b s e r v e r ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n - - n o t  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  
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. A similar l i n e  was t a k e n  i n  a reported t a l k  by t h e  
commander of t h e  Canton M i l i t a r y  Region  i n  t h e  same week. 
H e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f icers  of t h e  Canton h e a d q u a r t e r s  
had  made many "mistakes" i n  s u p p o r t i n g  C o n s e r v a t i v e  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  and  i n  f a i l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  l e f t ,  a n d ,  w h i l e  
c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  PLA had done much better s i n c e  Chou 
E n - l a i ' s  mid-Apr i l  v i s i t  t o  Canton ,  went on  t o  condemn t h e  
M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  off icers  en  masse for  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and to promise t o  imple- 
ment L i n  Piao 's  d i r e c t i v e  ( n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  reported) t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  who f a i l e d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  l e f t  effec- 
t i v e l y  s h o u l d  be replaced. 

t a n t  of t h e  Red Guards began  t o  s h i f t  a b i t  i n  t h e  12 . 
May e d i t o r i a l s  of Peo l e ' s  D a i l y  and 'Red  Flag, b u t  t h e  
PLA was still  p u t  + o n  h e  e m v e .  People 's  D a i l y  p r a i s e d  
t h e  PLA and asked t h e  masses t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t w f g e n -  
e ra1  o r i e n t a t i o n  is correct,'l b u t  t h e  PLA was n e v e r t h e -  
less e n j o i n e d  t o  " s i n c e r e l y  l e a r n "  from and "humbly l i s t e n "  
t o  t h e  masses, i n  order t o  l e a r n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  lef t is t  
forces t h e y  were supposed  to  be s u p p o r t i n g ;  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  
was especially i n t e r e s t i n g  fo r  its c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
6 Apri l  d i r e c t i v e  was b e i n g  "used  t o  underminei i - - tha t  is, 
was b e i n g  i n t e r p r e t e d  co r rec t ly  a s  b e i n g  in c o n f l i c t  with--  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of l a te  J a n u a r y  wh ich  had g i v e n  t h e  €?LA 
t h e  dominant  ro le .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Red Flag gave  a l ist  of 
a rgumen t s  (undoub ted ly  used  by  G e m  and government  
leaders) i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  case f o r  s t r o n g  me'asures t o  
restore order--that t h e  t t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses are d i s -  
o b e d i e n t , "  t h a t  I f t h e  l e f t  h a s  a l so  committed errors,". 
t h a t  f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  p u r e , "  
t h a t  t t o r g a n i a a t i o n s  of v a r i o u s  f a c t i o n s i f  ( n o t  o n l y  t h e  
m i l i t a n t s )  have  t h e i r  s t r o n g  p o i n t s ,  t p a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
a r e  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
is ' 'confusedl*--but i t  a l s o  r e j e c t e d  e a c h  of these argu- 
m e n t s ;  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  took n o t e  t h a t  t h e  PLA had sometimes 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  wrong g r o u p s ,  and went  on t o  i m p l y  t h a t  . 
t h e  PLA c o u l d  h a r d l y  go wrong if i t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  most 
m i l i t a n t  . 

The line which  had b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  most m i l i -  

-- 
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Sometime pr ior  t o  1 4  May, however, Madame Mao, who 
was p r o b a b l y  as  good a f r i e n d  as  t h e  Red Guards had b u t  
had been t e l l i n g  them for weeks t o  s h a p e  u p ,  went  so f a r  
as t o  s a y  t h a t  Red Guard l e a d e r s  ( those o r d e r i n g  a t t acks  
o n  other Red Guard g r o u p s  and on government  and m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n s )  were " n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c e n t r a  1 com- 
i t t ee ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s . "  And on 14 May, t h e  same day on  
which  Red Guards r e p o r t e d l y  invaded  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  
and  d e s t r o y e d  documents  and  beat u p  some Foreign M i n i s t r y  
o f f i c i a l s  and PLA p e r s o n n e l  t h e y  found  i n  t h e i r  way, t h e  
P e k i n g  m u n i c i p a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee s e r v e d  n o t i c e  
t h a t  i t  had had enough. 

1:: The P e k i n g  committee's new l i n e  came i n  t h e  form 
of a stiff s i x - p o i n t  n o t i c e ,  o b v i o u s l y  addressed t o  t h e  
most m i l i t a n t  rebels, t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h e y  must ca r ry  
o u t  Mao's d i r e c t i v e  t o  u s e  r e a s o n  and  n o t  force and  t h a t  
o f f e n d e r s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  would be pun i shed  ( i t  
was specified t h a t  t h e  Peking  g a r r i s o n  command had t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  take a c t i o n ) ,  f o r b i d d i n g  them t o  d e s t r o y  or 
seize s ta te  p rope r ty ,  c a l l i n g  for  effor ts  t o  overcome t h e  
~ l a n a r c h y  e x i s t i n g  i n  many l o c a l i t i e s  ," s p e a k i n g  of t h e  
"sacred du ty"  of m a i n t a i n i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  order" in t h e  
i n t e r e s t  of p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  and  s t a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  and  
t e l l i n g  a l l  s t u d e n t s  (Red Guards) t o  r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  home 
areas. H s i e h  Fu-chih of t h e  PMRC made a commentary 'on 
t h i s  n o t i c e ,  r e p o r t e d l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
great  i n c r e a s e  in armed s t r u g g l e s  i n  P e k i n g ,  t h a t  more 
t h a n  60 ,000  Red Guards had been  i n v o l v e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been  much b e a t i n g ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  l o o t i n g ,  and i l l e g a l  
search and  arrest ,  and t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was g e t t i n g  
worse. 

While t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  improved 
af ter  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  1 4  May n o t i c e ,  t h e r e  were s t i l l  
s o m e . s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  there,* and  reports of s e r i o u s  

*Hsiao Hua, d i rec tor  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depart- 
ment and one  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of b o t h  t h e  MAC and  
t h e  PLA/CRG, was h i m s e l f  blamed for  o n e  of these i n c i d e n t s ,  
which may have  o c c u r r e d  j u s t  before t h e  PA1RC's s i x - p o i n t  
n o t i c e  was issued. Hsiao was he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  ( i n  posters 
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 101) 
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d i s o r d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  come i n  from t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  T h e r e  
were repor t s  of l a r g e - s c a l e  clashes between "rebel1' 
groups- - in  some of w h i c h  PLA u n i t s  were r e p o r t e d l y  i n -  
v o l v e d ,  a s  objects  of a t t a c k  or i n  a t t empt s  t o  make p e a c e  
or restore order - - in  wh ich  hundreds  of p e o p l e  were some- 
times k i l l e d .  llRebelll p o s t e r s  of c o u r s e  blamed t h e  PIA 
f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  i n  which t h e  PLA was i n v o l v e d ,  
b u t  n e u t r a l  observers - - f rom whom reports were a v a i l a b l e  
i n  a few i n s t a n c e s - - p l a c e d  t h e  blame on t h e  m i l i t a n t  
llrebels.tl In view of t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  under  w h i c h  t h e  PLA 
was t h e n  o p e r a t i n g ,  t h e  judgment  of those n e u t r a l  obse rv -  
ers was p r o b a b l y  correct, a t  least  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 
i n s t a n c e s ,  

On 22 May, Peo l e ' s  D a i l y  f i n a l l y , c a l l e d  f o r  a n  
end t o  v i o l e n c e .  *note t h a t  these clashes had 
s h i f t e d  t h e  f o c u s  of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  **wrecked p r o d u c t i o n , 1 q  
u p s e t  t h e  " o r d e r l y  processi' (sic) of r e v o l u t i o n ,  , d e s t r o y e d  
s t a t e  property and t a k e n  l i v e s .  I t  described l l s t r u g g l e  
by force1' a s  a form n o t  of r e v o l u t i o n  but of "degenera-  
t i o n , "  c i ted both Ma0 and  L i n  Plao as opposed t o  i t ,  and  
told t h e  Red Guards e i ther  t o  resolve t h e i r  d i s p u t e s  by 
d i s c u s s i o n  o r  agree t o  disagree. I t  set f o r t h  t h e  s i x  
p o i n t s  of t h e  PMRC n o t i c e  of 14 May--prohib i t ing  t h e  u s e  
of force and  d e s t r u c t i o n  of property,  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  e n d  
t o  a n a r c h y  and f o r  ma in tenance  of o r d e r ,  and s e n d i n g  t h e  
Red Guards home--and implied t h a t  t h i s  n o t i c e  was to  be 
appl icable  th roughou t  China.  The t r o u b l e  was, however,  
t h a t  a n  i m p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  s o r t  was n o t  n e a r l y  enough,  

,- . . L . < ,  ' -, ..,, - f o o t n d t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page L O O )  
:f l a t e  May j ' fo r  a n ' i n c i d e n t  of mid-May i n  which " h i s  
supporters t1  broke  i n t o  a b u i l d i n g  and  caused  a f i g h t  i n  
w h i c h  hundreds  were i n j u r e d ,  and  was f u r t h e r  charged w i t h  
n o t  r e c o g n i z i n g  h i s  mis takes  a n d  w i t h  c o v e r i n g  u p  p o s t e r -  
cr i t ic ism of t h o s e  mistakes.  More ominous ly ,  L i n  Piao 
was s a i d  to  have j o i n e d  in t h i s  cr i t ic ism of Hsiao, i n  
effect r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  charges of J a n u a r y  1967 t h a t  Hsiao 
had made m i s t a k e s  and  would n o t  admi t  i t .  T h a t  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  ( l i k e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s )  were supposed  t o  make self- 
cr i t ic isms was i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  (28 May) 
by t h e  Shantung MD, t h e  p a r t y  commit tee  of wh ich  i s s u e d  
a n  a c c o u n t  of its llerrorsll  w h i c h  was s o o n  p r a i s e d  by  Peking.  

-10.1- 



What was s t i l l  r e q u i r e d - - i f  Mao's team was s e r i o u s  a b o u t  
w a n t i n g  t o  restore order--was a new d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA, 
and  some new, c l ea r ,  tough  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  Red Guard 
leaders i n  p r i v a t e  t a l k s .  

I By l a t e  l a y ,  there were reports  of s e r i o u s  d i s -  
'orders i n  a t  l e a s t  10 provinces- -Kiangsu ,  Chekiang ,  K i a n g s i ,  
IHupei, Honan, Yunnan, Szechuan ,  T i b e t ,  Kansu, and S i n k i a n g ,  
land i n  a n  e l e v e n t h ,  Hunan, i n  e a r l y  J u n e .  L e s s e r  disorders 
;were reported from a l m o s t  a l l  other p r o v i n c e s .  I n  most 
,of t h e  areas of s e r i o u s ' d i s o r d e r ,  t h e  loca l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h -  
lori t ies were b e i n g  denounced b y  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  "rebels," 
larmong other t h i n g s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  o p p o n e n t s  of t h e  "rebel" 
' g roups  d o i n g  t h e  denounc ing ,  and i n  s e v e r a l  of these cases 
: there was r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t 'rebeltq c h a r g e s  
had some b a s i s  i n  f ac t . *  

1 

T h e r e  were o n l y  a f e w  repor t s  I 

*The m i l i t a r y  commanders of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and d i s -  
tricts denounced by  t h e  Red Guards fo r  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e m  i n c l u d e d :  Wei Ch ieh ,  commander of t h e  Chengtu MFZ 
prior t o  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 7 May; Chen T s a i - t a o ,  com- 
mander of t h e  Wuhan M R ;  Chang Kuo-hua, commander of t h e  
T i b e t  MR; Wang En-mao, commander of t h e  S i n k i a n g  MR; Yang 
Chao- ju i ,  d e p u t y  commander of t h e  Lanchow MR; Chang Shu- 
c h i h ,  commander of t h e  Honan MD; Chang Wen-chun, d e p u t y  
commander of t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  AID; and  Chao Yung-fu, d e p u t y  
commander of t h e  T s i n g h a i  MD. I n  some cases, P e k i n g  sup- 
ported t h e  judgment  of t h e  ilrebelsil and  took appropr i a t e  
a c t i o n :  Wei C h i e h  was demoted, and  Chao Yubg-fu was re- 
moved and he ld  u p  o f f i c i a l l y  a s  a bad example.  I n  o t h e r  
cases, P e k i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  made a c o n t r a r y  judgment  and 
acted o n  i t :  Chang Kuo-hua was a s s i g n e d  c o n c u r r e n t l y  t o  
a n  even  more i m p o r t a n t  post  i n  T i b e t ,  Chen T s a i - t a o  was 
p u b l i c l y  d e f e n d e d  by a n  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c i a l  of t h e  a u t h o r i t a -  
t i v e  CRG (it was conceded  t h a t  he had made m i s t a k e s  b u t  
asser ted t h a t  h e  was c o r r e c t i n g  them,  a l i n e  of spec ia l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  of m i d - J u l y ) ,  
and  Chang Wen-chun was p r a i s e d  by  People's D a i l y .  Wang 
En-mao was a p p a r e n t l y  a special  case, one  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
judgment  of t h e  Red Guards was c o n c u r r e d  i n  by t h e  l e a d e r s  
i n  P e k i n g  b u t  i n  w h i c h  those l e a d e r s  were n o t  y e t  prepared 
to ac t .  

. .  
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of PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n  between t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  g roups .  I n  
some cases, t h i s  g e n e r a l  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  seemed e x p l a i n e d  
by t h e  hope of t h e  PLA leaders on t h e  s p o t  t h a t  t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t  "rebel" g r o u p s  whom t h e y  knew t o  be opposed t o  them-  
s e l v e s  would be b e a t e n  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  and i n  other  cases 
by t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  of t h e  PLA t o  take a c t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of its o r d e r s  of l a t e  March and e a r l y  A p r i l  n o t  t o  take  
a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  orders from above and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t  
t o  open  f i re .  ( I n  other words, t h e  March-April  orders  
s e r v e d  some m i l i t a r y  commanders a s  a n  e x c u s e  for n o t  
i n t e r v e n i n g ,  and were f o r  other  m i l i t a r y  commandersJthe 
g e n u i n e  r e a s o n  for  n o t  i n t e r v e n i n g . )  In some or perhaps 
most of those few i n s t a n c e s  of PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  t h e  PLA 
u n i t s  th8mSelVeS were a t t acked ,  but t h e r e  was no  good 
r e p o r t  of t h e  PLA's u s e  of armed force o n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
male ,  e i t h e r  in i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  t h e  first place or i n  
r e p e l l i n g  a t t a c k s  on PLA u n i t s .  Even those PLA l eaders  
who were n o t  a f r a i d  t o  s u p p o r t  i t c o n s e r v a t i v e f f  forces  seemed 
t o  be a f r a i d  of d e f y i n g  P e k i n g ' s  order n o t  t o  open f i r e  
on  t h e  masses .  

Some o b s e r v e r s  c o n j e c t u r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Pek ing  
had c e a s e d  t o  announce t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a d d i t i o n a l  
three-way a l l i a n c e s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  because  of  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  Ch inese  leaders i n  Pek ing  t o  a g r e e  o n t k h e  people to  
be named to  lead them. T h i s  may'have been  t r u e  i n  some 
i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t ,  a s  o ther  o b s e r v e r s  (e.g. of EibA) have  
c o n t e n d e d ,  it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees were b e i n g  formed "from below," and  t h a t  t h e  
f a i l u r e  of new committees t o  a p p e a r  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
first p l a c e  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  components of t h e  "al-  
l i a n c e "  to  agree among t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t o  its c o m p o s i t i o n .  
The clashes among " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" g r o u p s  and  between 
t h e  rebels  and o ther  components of t h e  a l l i a n c e  were i n  
large p a r t  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  agree, and 
i t  seemed t h a t  i n  maby places f u r t h e r  s t e p s  c o u l d  n o t  be 
t a k e n  {e.g. s u b m i s s i o n  of a s l a t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
and  t h e n  to P e k i n g  f o r  a p p r o v a l )  u n t i l  order was a g a i n  
imposed. 

A number of p r o v i n c i a l  broadcasts of t h e  per iod 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  d i s r u p t i v e  a c t i v i t y  by t h e  rebels was t h e  
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p r i n c i p a l  factor  i n  the i r  f a i l u r e  t o  make good progress, 
and  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee i n  Shantung s a i d  t h i s  
f l a t l y  on 28 May. N o t i n g  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  t h i n g s  c i ted  

' i n  t h e  PMRC n o t i c e  of 1 4  May had a l s o  been t a k i n g  p l a c e  
, i n  Shantung--* 'assaul t s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  l o o t i n g ,  c o n f i s c a -  
i t i o n ,  and i l l e g a l  arrestsf l - - the committee a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  
! v i o l e n c e  s t o o d  i n  t h e  way of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  great a l -  
l i a n c e . "  The Honan D a i l y  took n o t e  of t h e  same develop-  
lments, and  e m p m e m  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of o p e r a t i o n  caused  
by t h e  " s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  PLA"--including repeated 
/ a s s a u l t s  o n  PLA organ iza t ionq- -by  t h e  Red Guards there. 
{rhe Honan radio went  o v e r  t h e  same ground on 1 J u n e ,  
' r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  t he  6 Apr i l  d i r e c t i v e  was b e i n g  u s e d  t o  
i 'cundermine'c t h e  28 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  the aim 
'of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  as  t h a t  of b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a "state of 
;wild c o n f u s i o n , "  and c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  it was " n e c e s s a r y  
,to depend on  g u n s . . . t o  m a i n t a i n  and  c o n s o l i d a t e  p o l i t i c a l  
power," (The Honan broadcasts were special  p l e a d i n g ,  
as there was good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards making 
host of t h e  t r o u b l e  i n  Honan were i n  P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r . )  
T h e r e  were s imi la r  broadcasts from o the r  p r o v i n c e s ,  a rgu -  
i n g  p r e t t y  c l ea r ly  t h a t  i t  was t i m e  to  send  t h e  PLA i n t o  
a c t i o n  a g a i n .  

A j o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  by  Red Faag  and  People 's  D a i l y  
on  1 J u n e  s t a t e d  P e k i n g ' s  a p E e a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
p o s i t i o n - - t h a t  is, t h e  ag reemen t  of m o s t  of t h e  l e a d e r s  
i n  P e k i n g ,  those i n  charge of  t h e  d a w d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
regime's a f f a i r s .  The e d i t o r i a l  a f f i rmed t h a t  new r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  committees were I f in  p r e p a r a t i o n , I 1  b u t  a r g u e d  t h A t ,  
u n l e s s  "anarchismt t  were overcome,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  for "sei- 
z u r e  of power11 would be s i m p l y  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  -power f o r  
"small  groups"  a n d ,  even  a f t e r  t h e  s e i z u r e  of power, it 
would be " a b s o l u t e l y  impossible" f o r  t h e  o r g a n s  of power 
t o  f u n c t i o n .  Whether  a new d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA was im- 
minen t  was still d e b a t a b l e ,  a s  Mao's own p o s i t i o n  was n o t  
c lear ;*  buf there was n o  doub t  of t h e  need f o r  i t .  

I 

I 

I 

J .  

, 

*A poster l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Mao had s t a t e d  a posi- 
t i o n  on 29 Yay. Accord ing  t o  t h e  p o s t e r ,  Mao ordered 
H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  a s e n i o r  o f f i ce r  of MAC and M i n i s t e r  of 
Public S e c u r i t y ,  t o  t ake  a c t i o n  t o  s top  armed s t r u g g l e s .  
However, a n  order  t o  t h e  commander of p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  forces 
would n o t  seem s u f f i c i e n t ;  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA as a 
whole would seem r e q u i r e d .  
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A new d i r e c t i v e  w a s  p r o v i d e d  o n  6 J u n e ,  i n  a "cir- 
c u l a r  o r d e r "  (na t ion -wide  direct ive)  of t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee, S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  .MAC, a n d  c e n t r a l  CRG. The order 
as r e p o r t e d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was i s s u e d  " i n  o r d e r  t o  main- 
t a i n  order" i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  
to  pu t  a n  end  t o  '9assaults,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  p i l l a g e ,  r a i d i n g ,  
and  u n a u t h o r i z e d  arrests..." The d i r e c t i v e  e x p r e s s l y  for- 
bade u n a u t h o r i z e d  arrest and  d e t e n t i o n ,  t h e f t  and  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  of s ta te  documents  and  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y ,  s t r u g g l e  by 
force, a s s a u l t s ,  fightiag: . i n  g r o u p s ,  and u n a u t h o r i z e d  
s e a r c h  and  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  The d i r e c t i v e  as  reported gave  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  PIA ( " g a r r i s o n  forces 
and t h e  armed forces in t h e  v a r i o u s  l oca l i t i e s1 ' ) ,  and i t  

reported c a l l e d  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s "  ( t h e  "rebels," i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Red Guards)  t o  set  
a n  example i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e .  

ca l led  fo r  " s t e r n "  measu res  t o  be t a k e n  (presumably  by a i  

t h e  PLA) a g a i n s t  v i o , l P t o r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  as .  -,. , 

T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was more of a n  a p p e a l  to t h e  1trebels, i9 
however,  t h a n  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA. Even a s  an  a p p e a l ,  
t h e  6 J u n e  c i r c u l a r  seemed to  be d e f e c t i v e ,  I t  d i d  n o t ,  
for example ,  o r d e r  t h e  w a r r i n g  "rebel" g r o u p s  t o  t u r n  i n  
t h e  weapons t h e y  a l r eady  had ,  a s  a d i r e c t i v e  s e v e r a l  weeks 
la te r  was t o  do. N e i t h e r  d i d  i t  c l e a r l y  s i g n a l  a change 
i n  P e k i n g ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward "rebelv1 o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
a l l  three types  of m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and 
p r o v i n c i a l  commands: those  who were i n  a p p a r e n t  good 
(even h i g h )  f a v o r ,  l i k e  Chang Kuo-hua i n  t h e  Sou thwes t ,  
a t y p e  of p r e s s u r e  w h i c h  P e k i n g  took a t  l e a s t  a toleralht 
view of; those who were still i n  place b u t  n o t  f u l l y  
t r u s t e d  or  n o t  t r u s t e d  a t  a l l  (e.g. i n  S i n k i a n g ) ,  a t y p e  
of p r e s s u r e  p r e t t y  c l e a r s y  a u t h o r i z e d  by P e k i n g ;  and  those 
whom P e k i n g  e v i d e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  b r i n g  down (e.g. some 
of t h e  leaders  i n  Chengtu and  Wuhan, a g a i n s t  w h i c h  head- 
q u a r t e r s  Madame Mao had e x p l i c i t l y  i n c i t e d  t h e  "rebels"), 
a t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n  p o s i t i v e l y  encouraged  by Pek ing .  
Beyond t h i s ,  a s  a p e r c e p t i v e  d i p l o m a t i c  o b s e r v e r  n o t e d  
a t  once ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  "rebels" c o u l d  n o t  be expected t o  
abandon t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  on order ,  because  t h e i r  e n t i r e  
career had come t o  depend-indeed,  had been  made by P e k i n g  
t o  depend--on t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  a bona f i d e  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  group.  So l o n g  a s  t h e  "rebels" found  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  get  away w i t h  i t ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  was s u r e  to  c o n t i n u e .  
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The 6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e  was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  a n  
a p p e a l  t o  t h e  PIA e i the r .  Xn t h e  first place, as n o t e d  
a b o v e ,  i t  d id  n o t  ca l l  off a t t acks  on m i l i t a r y  leaders,  
and therefore g a v e  no i n c e n t i v e  t o  leaders unde r  a t t a c k  
t o  d i s s o l v e  "conse rva  t i v e t '  rebel g r o u p s  f r i e n d l y  t o  them- 
s e l v e s  wh ich  t h e y  c o u l d  use t o  protect themse lves .  Even 
w i t h  respect t o  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who were n o t  unde r  a t t a c k  

I t h e m s e l v e s  and  had o n l y  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  " u n p r i n c i p l e d "  
I s t ruggles  among rebel g r o u p s ,  t h e  6 J u n e  o r d e r  t ended  
1 t o  g i v e  them r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y ,  a s  i t  d i d  1 n o t  (as reported) a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA to  use whateve r  degree 
I of armed force was n e c e s s a r y  to make t h e  order e f f e c t i v e ,  ' a n d  i t  d i d  n o t  e v e n  g i v e  t h e  PLA e x p l i c i t  p e r m i s s i o n  to  1 d e f e n d  i t se l f  a g a , i n s t  a t t a c k .  

! I 
1 f a c t o r y  than ,  i t  had a p p e a r e d  t o  be i n  t h e  v e r s i o n  first 
, r e p o r t e d .  The f u l l e r  v e r s i o n  showed t h a t  the PLA had 
i b e e n  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  f g r  t h e  
en fo rcemen t  of t h e  order and was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  "take i n t o  ] c u s t o d y  and pun i sh"  i n d i v i d u a l  'I t roub  le-makers , be hind- 

1 t h e - s c e n e s  i n s t i g a t o r s ,  and m u r d e r e r s , t *  b u t  i t  was riot 
a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  armed force a g a i n s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  
was n o t  a q u e s t i o n  of t h e  d e g r e e  of force; t h e  PLA was 
n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  u s e  a r m e r n e  a g a i n s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a t  a l l .  Wi th  respect t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  v i o l a t e d  t h e  

d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e y  were t o  be "b rough t  t o  p u b l i c  
n o t i c e  and  cr i t ic ized. i1  T h i s  was h a r d l y  a n y  advance  o n  
t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  w h i c h  had placed c r i p p l i n g  res t r ic-  
t i o n s  on  the PLA a n d  had placed t h e  virebelsll i n  t h e  domin- 
[ a n t  p o s i t i o n .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w h i l e  t h e  order a p p a r e n t l y  
modified Ldn Piao's 30 March d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA n o t  t o  
ac t  w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s  o r d e r s  from above ,  i t  l e f t  s t a n d i n g  
t h e  MAC'S 6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  wh ich  had f o r b i d d e n  them t o  
open  f i r e  on  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  wag a c r i t i c a l  
he a k n e s s  . 

A f u l l e r '  a c c o u n t  of t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  r e c e i v e d  
s e v e r a l  weeks l a t e r ,  showed t h a t  it w a s  e v e n  less sa t i s -  

-- 

I 

I Even w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  f u l l e r  v e r s i o n  of 
& h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  most o b s e r v e r s  agreed a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  i t  was a n  open  q u e s t i o n  as t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  PLA--mean- 
i n g  those PLA leaders on t h e  s p o t  who had no i n t e r e s t  
i n  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  "owntt rebel forces i n  t h e  f i e ld - -wou ld  
I 

I 

I 
I .. 

I 
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proceed  a g g r e s s i v e l y  under  t h e  terms of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  
The PLA had been b a d l y  burned  b e f o r e - - i n  l a t e  March and  
e a r l y  A p r i l ,  a f t e r  'it had acted a g g r e s s i v e l y  on t h e  
orders of l a t e  January--and i t  would s e r v e  Mao r i g h t  if 
t h e  PLA ware 'no9 t o  p roceed  v e r y  c a u t i o u s l y ,  a l l o w i n g  
Mao's t e a m b i n  P e k i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  d i s o r d e r  w h i c h  its 
own e a r l j e r  d i r e c t i v e s  had encouraged .  * 

Mildness  a n d  ' lMedia t ion ' l ,  J u n e  and  E a r l y  J u l y  1967 
I 

The 6 J u n e  c i r c u l a r  on t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of o r d e r  
i t  

d i d  m t  i n i t i a t e  any  new s t a g e  in t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n . "  I t  was c l e a r l y  n o t  r e g a r d e d  by t h e  r e g i o n a l  and 
p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  t h e  answer  to  t h e i r  ' 

problems w i t h  t h e  "rebels." On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  direc- 
t i v e  was i n  g e n e r a l  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  pkomis ing  t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  PLA were t o  ac t  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  a s  i t  had in F e b r u a r y  
and  March, it would be ca l l ed  t o  a c c o u n t  fo r  i t  a g a i n .  

and from r e p o r t i n g  from t h e  f i e l d ,  disorder i n  a l l  p a r t s  
o f  China  c o n t i n u e d  i n  g e n e r a l  much a s  i f  t h e  6 June  d i r -  
e c t i v e  d i d  n o t  ex is t .  Indeed ,  there  was e v i d e n c e  f rom 
Wuhan and  Chengtu-despi te  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Chengtu 
command i n  ear ly  May--that d i so rde r  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  
a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  6 J u n e  c i r c u l a r ,  and there were 
similar i n d i c a t i o n s  from T i b e t ;  a t  Wuhan, "rebel" g r o u p s  
i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  w i t h  P e k i n g  were r e p o r t e d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  

So f a r  a s  c o u l d  be judged  from t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  r a d i o  

*I t  seemed to  t h i s  writer, i n  e a r l y  J u n e ,  t h a t  t h e  
d i r e c t i v e  (as r e p o r t e d )  would be t a k e n  by some command- 
ers a s  p e r m i t t i n g  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  d i s o r d e r l y  
e l e m e n t s ,  and t h a t  some would take  s u c h  a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  
some would n o t .  I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  so f a r  a s  c o u l d  be j u d g e d ,  
v e r y  f e w  commanders i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a s  an  as- 
s u r a n c e  of P e k i n g ' s  s u p p o r t  i n  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  c o u r s e .  I n  
t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  f u l l e r  v e r s i o n  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h i s  
is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g .  
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t h e i r  p r e s s u r e  ( i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s )  on  PLA u n i t s  
and  i n d i v i d u a l  PLA l e a d e r s ,  and these rebel g r o u p s  were 
r e p o r t e d l y  e x p r e s s i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  act ions would 
be s u p p o r t e d  by Mao and  Maofs team. I n  other  words, t h e  
ttrebelstt i n t e r p r e t e d  c o r r e c t l y  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e - - i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  m i g h t  be p u n i s h e d ,  b u t  v i o l e n c e  by mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  would n o t  be. Moreover ,  e v i d e n c e  was l a c k i n g  
t h a t  PLA l e a d e r s  under  a t t ack  d i s s o l v e d  any  of t h e l r  
trownff rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  There  were o n l y  a few r e p o r t s  
of PLA leaders b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  armed f o r c e  t o  i n t e r -  
vene between w a r r i n g  g r o u p s  or even to  repe l  a s s a u l t s  o n  
PWL u n i t s .  

T h e r e  were a f e w  pronouncements  from Pek ing  and I 
I e l s e w h e r e  d u r i n g  J u n e  which were a p p a r e n t l y  d e s i g n e d  i n  
g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  of t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e .  For example ,  
t h e  press c o n t i n u e d  t o  condemn q ianarchismt t  among mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and P e k i n g  announced t h a t  more t h a n  120 
Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  58 colleges and uni -  
v e r s i t i e s  i n  P e k i n g  had agreed t o  r f u n i t e . f f  S i m i l a r l y ,  
Wen Pao on 27 June called f o r  t h e  masses t o  c h e r i s h  

sdpp= t h e  PLA, a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  P u t s  fundamen ta l  
p o s i t i o n  was i n  s u p p o r t  of Mao, t h a t  i t  was t t e x t r e m e l y  
wrongtt  t o  bombard d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  armed forces,  and 
so on. 

however, and t h e r e  were a m b i g u i t i e s  i n  t h e  press and count -  
e r - i n d i c a t i o n s  from other s o u r c e s .  For example ,  v i o l e n t  
c lashes  between Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  be r e p o r t e d  despi te  t h e  agreement t o  f q u n i t e , "  a p p a r e n t l y  
w i t h o u t  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  t h e  P e k i n g  g a r r i s o n  
forces w h i c h  had been g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  back i n  
mid-May and  a g a i n  i n  t h e  6 June  c i r c u l a r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  
Wen Hui Pao e d i t o r i a l  i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e  PLA condemned 
o n T y x e T r e q u e n t l f  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  t h e  
PLA and o n l y  t h e  I1 f r equen t t r  d ragg ing-ou t  of PLA leaders ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  a l toge ther ,  a s  m i g h t  
have been e x p e c t e d  i f  t h e  PLA were supposed  t o  move ag- 
g r e s s i v e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  forces of disorder.  Fur the r ,  H s i e h  
Fu-chih r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  i t  was impossible 
t o  j u d g e  when t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  would e n d ,  t h a t  e v e n  i n  the 
top l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  p a r t y  there were f r e q u e n t  "hea ted  
d i s c u s s i o n s t 1  of t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

. 1. 

T h e r e  was no heavy fo l low-up  t o  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  
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On t h e  same day  (27 J u n e )  t h a t  Wen Hui Pa0 was 
s t a t i n g  a n  a m b i v a l e n t  or a t  l eas t  q u a l m e d t m u d e  to- 
ward t h e  PLA, t h e  PLA's own newspaper  made clear t h a t  
PLA leaders t h r o u g h o u t  China  had made a w i s e  d e c i s i o n  i n  
d e c l i n i n g  t o  a c t  a g g r e s s i v e l y  under  t h e  terms of t h e  6 
J u n e  d i r e c t i v e .  The L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  reaffirmed t h e  
t a s k  of s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f o r c e s  o f t h e  "left" a g a i n s t  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  and t h e n  went  on  t o  reaff i rm t h a t  t h e  PLA 
was n o t  to  u s e  force a g a i n s t  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  d e a l -  
ing w i t h  t i v a r i o u s  o r g a n s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t  t h a t  
ho ld  d i f f e r i n g  v iews ,"  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s a i d ,  t h e  PLA s h o u l d  
r e f r a i n  from g i v i n g  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  t o  one s i d e  w h i l e  a t -  

force a g a i n s t  e i t h e r - - a n d  s h o u l d  h e l p  t h e m  to ':seek a 
common ground w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  minor  d i f f e r e n c e s  of 
v iew. . . "  The e d i t o r i a l  went o n  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  PLA n o t  t o  
t r y  t o  "see new t h i n g s . .  . t h r o u g h  o l d  g l a s s e s , "  a s  i n  t h i s  
case i t  would " f a i l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  or even view w i t h  d i ' s g u s t  
t h e ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  02 r e b e l l i o n  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  a c t i o n s  of t h e  l e f t , "  and  would "be u n a b l e  t o  d i s c e r n  
t h e  l e f t  or t o  s u p p o r t  them.Ii The PLA, t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s a i d ,  
s h o u l d  n o t  r e g a r d  a s  t h e  ffenemyli even  those e l e m e n t s  of 
t h e  masses w h i c h  had j o i n e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
( T h i s  c o u l d  have been a u s e f u l  l i n e  to some PLA leaders ,  
i n  t h a t  i t  would permit  them t o  mediate between t h e i r  
itownit and  o ther  Red Guard forces i f  Pek ing  d i d .  n o t  i n -  
terfere . )  F i n a l l y ,  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
of any  k i n d ,  t h e  PLA must  n o t  s u b j e c t  them to  methods 
used  on enemies ,  b u t  s h o u l d  d i s c u s s  t h i n g s  ("have a n i c e  
t a l k i i )  w i t h  them, s h o u l d  be r e a d y  to admi t  t h e  PLA's own 
f f e r ro r s , f t  and s h o u l d  s u f f e r  c r i t i c i sm p a t i e n t l y .  

I t a c k i n g  t h e  other  s i d e - - i n  o t h e r  words, s h o u l d  n o t  u s e  
I 

I 

I t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  order would n o t  be restored 
by PLA forces i n  t h e . f i e l d  a c t i n g  under  s u c h  a d i r e c t i v e .  
I n  t h e  first p l a c e ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  
t h e  leaders i n  P e k i n g  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  some of t h e  judg-  
ments  made by t h e  PLA i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and t h a t  P e k i n g  i n -  
t e n d e d  t o  r e v e r s e  s u c h  judgments--a message w h i c h  would 
of c o u r s e  encourage  anew those "leftists" who e x p e c t e d  
t o  be v i n d i c a t e d .  Beyond t h i s ,  even  i f  a p a r t i c u l a r  judg-  
ment were uphe ld  by P e k i n g ,  t h e  PLA commander was n o t  
permitted t o  use force t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  judgment ,  i .e .  
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t o  s u p p r e s s  or d i s b a n d  t h e  compet ing  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  i n s t e a d ,  
t.he PLA commanders were e x p e c t e d  t o  f i n d  a common ground 
among compe t ing  g r o u p s  w h i c h  were k i l l i n g  each other by 
t h e  t h o u s a n d s ,  a n d  i n  many cases for " p r i n c i p l e d "  d i f f e r -  
e n c e s  wh ich  c o u l d  n o t  be compromised;but  c o u l d  o n l y  be 
o v e r r i d d e n .  F i n a l l y ,  even  i f  t h e  PLA commanders were 
somehow able  t o  d i s s u a d e  t h e  v l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l "  g r o u p s  
from k i l l i n g  one a n o t h e r ,  t h e  PIA c l e a r l y  c o u l d  n o t  impose 
o r d e r . ;  u n l e s s  i t  was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  u s e  armed force a g a i n s t  
those llrebelll g r o u p s  w h i c h  were p h y s i c a l l y  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  
PLA i t se l f ;  f a r  from b e i n g  authorized t o  use t h i s  force, 
t h e  PIA was b e i n g  t o l d  a g a i n  to  l l s u p p o r t l l  t h e  forces most 
hos t i l e  t o  i t s e l f .  If t h e  team in P e k i n g  were a t  a l l  
serious a b o u t  r e s t o r i n g  order t h r o u g h  l lmed ia t ion ' l  among 

. * '  rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e n  P e k i n g  would have t o  send  h e l p ,  
for example i n  t h e  fo rms  of (a) t h e  d i s p a t c h  of delega- 
t i o n s  from P e k i n g ,  t o  attempt m e d i a t i o n  on t h e  s p o t  or 
t o  choose between t h e  compet ing  claims and a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA to e n f o r c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  and w h i c h  i n  e i ther  case 
would have  t o  order l 'rebelll o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on t h e  s p o t  
--through e x p l i c i t  o r d e r s  from P e k i n g  leaders which  c o u l d  
n o t  be evaded-- to  cease and d e s i s t  from a t t acks  on one  
a n o t h e r  a n d  on  t h e  PLA, or (b) t h e  d i spa tch  of c lear  d i r -  
e c t i v e s  from Pek ing ,  w i t h  Mao's a u t h o r i t y  and  name b e h i n d  
t h e m ,  t o  impose t h e  terms of a compromise and  subdue t h e  
rebels. 

Wi th in  a week or s o ,  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Mao's 
team i n  Peking d i d  i n t e n d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  m e d i a t i o n  i n  some 
e s p e c i a l l y  t r o u b l e d  a r e a s .  I n  other words, Peking in -  
t e n d e d  t o  t r y  t o  get ag reemen t s  from tlrebel" g r o u p s  t o  
obey t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e .  This i n t e n -  
t i o n  may have  been s t a t e d  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  a j o i n t  MAC/CRG 
d i r e c t i v e  of 30 June  or  i n  a c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  
of a b o u t  t h e  same date .*  Pek ing  was t o  do t h i s  by  t h e  

*Tihe Yunnan press in mid-July c i t e d . a s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
documents - - leading  t o  t h e  a g r e m e n t  i n  Yunnan--the 6 J u n e  
c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e ,  a j o i n t  MAC/CRG f o u r - p o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  of 30 J u n e ,  Kang S h e n g ' s  1 J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  ad- 
d r e s s e d  e x p l i c i t l y  t o  Yunnan, and "other c e n t r a l  c o m m i t -  
tee d i r e c t i v e s t 1  of t h e  time. A poster l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 111) 
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dispatch of d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  some of t h e  most t r o u b l e d  areas  
and b y  m e d i a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  i t s e l f  among t h e  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of compe t ing  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from some of these a r e a s .  
On 3 J u l y ,  H s i e h  Fu-chih  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit-  

t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, and Yu L i - c h i n ,  P o l i t i c a l  Off icer  of t h e  
CCAF, were r e v e a l e d  t o  be i n  Kunming, w h e r e  t h e y  had s p e n t  
some d a y s  s o r t i n g  out l o c a l  problems; t h e  t r i p  was to t ake  
t b m  a l s o  t o  Chengtu and  Chungking i n  Szechuan ,  and  t o  
Wuhan i n  c e n t r a l  China .  And a t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  ( i t  
was s o o n  r e v e a l e d ) ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of "mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  
in Honan were i n  P e k i n g  work ing  o u t  a n  agreement .  (The re  
was a l s o  a n  unconf i rmed report  of t h e  per iod  of welcoming 

, tee and  t h e  PLA's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, Wang L i  of 

. A  

I posters i n  t h e  Northeast for  L i n  Piao.) 
I 

. , . I  I As for  t h e  Kunming a f f a i r ; f i r s t ,  H s i e h  F u - c h i h  
I r epor t ed ly  announced '  h i s  m i s s i o n  a s  t h a t  of r e s o l v i n g  con- 

f l i c t s  be tween t h e  PIA and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels and  

Chairman Mao *'had s e n t "  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  
d e l e g a t i o n  was b e a r i n g  Chairman Mao's " i n s t r u c t i o n s , "  

Yunnan ( d a t e d  1 J u l y )  had a c t u a l l y  been  d r a f t e d  by Kang 
Sheng. 

I 

1 among t h e  rebels t h e m s e l v e s .  I t  was s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y  t h a t  

t a l t h o u g h  t h e  loca$ press reported t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  on  

Kunming's a c c o u n t  of t h e .  t a l k s  a t  t h e  time--and 
of t h e  agreement  r e a c h e d - - i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a -  , 
t i o n  ( s p e a k i n g  fo r  P e k i n g )  d i d  n o t  choose o f f i c i a l l y  

d i r e c t i v e ,  however; 'probably worked t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of 
t h e  more c l e a r l y  "Maoist11 g r o u p  w h i c h  had seemed to  e n j o y  
P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r ,  b u t  w h i c h  was much s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  other 

. .  between t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  P e k i n g ' s  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 110) 
a c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  of 6 J u l y  c a l l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l  
terms--as Mao had r e p o r t e d l y  c a l l e d  o n  29 May--for a n  end  
t o  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e s .  No th ing  f u r t h e r  is known a b o u t  t h i s  
r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t i v e ;  i t  was presumably  r e g a r d e d  a s  a1,use- 
f u l  s u p p o r t i n g  document f o r  s p e c i f i c  m e d i a t i o n  e f for t s .  
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i m p l i c i t  b u t  n o t  e x p l i c i t  i n  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ) . * *  
- _. 
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The o f f i c i a l  a c c o u n t  gave  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  of what  
a c t i o n  H s i e h ' s  g r o u p  may have t a k e n  w i t h  respec t t to  l ead -  
ers  of t h e  Kunming M i l i t a r y  Region  and t h e  Yunnan M i l i t a r y  
D i s t r i c t ,  some of whom had a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  a t  odds on  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of w h i c h  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t .  Pos t -  
ers r e p o r t e d ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  P e k i n g  d i r e c t i v e  d i d  dea l  
i n t e r  a l i a  w i t h  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the Kunming MR, and 
i t  seems l i k e l y ,  desp i te  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  o f f i c i a l  neu- 
t r a l i t y  o n  t h e  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e  of w h i c h  "rebel" o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t ,  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c o n f i r m e d  or r e v e a l e d  
t h e  r e a s s i g n m e n t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander ( m i s s i n g  t w o  
mon ths )  and /o r  some other of f icers  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  head- 
q u a r  t er s. 

i n  Szechuan ,  w h e r e  t h e  h e a ' d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Chengtu M i l i -  
t a r y  Region  had been  t h o r o u g h l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  May b u t  
where  t h e  d i sorders  seemed n e v e r t h e l e s s  t o  be much more 
s e r i o u s  now t h a n  i n  Yunnan. The p i c t u r e  was v e r y  confus -  
i n g ,  b u t  t h e  t r o u b l e  seemed t o  d e r i v e  both from competi- 
t i o n  f o r  p o s i t i o n  among "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and from 
P e k i n g ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  c l e a n  o u t  e v e r y  sc rap  of t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  p rov ince - - r ega rded  as  c o r r u p t e d  
u t t e r l y  by Teng Hsiao-p ing  and L i  Ching-chuan,  t w o  of the 
p r i n c i p a l  " a n t i - p a r t y "  v i l l a i n s  who had been f irst  secre- 
t a r i e s  of t h e  Sou thwes t  Bureau.  P o r t i o n s  of t h i s  appara- 
t u s  were a p p a r e n t l y  t h o u g h t  t o  be dug i n t o  many p a r t s  of 
t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  and t o  c o n t r o l  a formidable body of mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  a so-cal led " I n d u s t r i a l  Army" 
i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  The re  was no  o f f i c i a l  a c c o u n t  of t h e  l i n e  
t a k e n  by H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  in e i t h e r  Chengtu o r  Chungking, 

H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n - . w e n t  o n  .to Chengtu and Chungking 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 112)  
i n  f a v o r  w i t h  Pek ing  and i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t  Red Guards.  Similar t a l k s  may have  b e e n  underway 
w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  forces i n  o t h e r  
p r o v i n c e s ,  e.g. T s i n g h a i ,  F u k i e n ,  and Kansu. I n  t h e s e  
p r o v i n c e s ,  however,  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e r e s t  was n o t  i n  "media- 
t i o n "  b u t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and  i m p o s i t i o n  of preferred 
g r o u p s  . 
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b u t  posters reported H s i e h  as  s a y i n g ,  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  
P e k i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  Sou thwes t  a s  a whole  x i n c l u d i n g  Kunming, 
Cheng tu ,  and Chungking)  was i n  better s h a p e  t h a n  ftWuhanfl 
(i.e. p a r t  of c e n t r a l  Ch ina ,  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n ) ,  
a s  t h e  Sou thwes t  s problems re la ted  t o  s u c h  ' f c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
e a s y f f  q u e s t i o n s  a s  i n t e r n a l  conf l ic t s  among t h e  l e f t i s t s  
a n d  a t t i t u d e s  toward  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  
s u g g e s t e d  f a i n t l y  t h a t  H s i e h ' s  l i n e  i n  Chengtu  and Chung- 
k i n g  was to t r y  t o  get a cease-fire among t h e  s e v e r a l  
acceptable tfrebel*l g r o u p s  i d e n t i f i e d  by  Chou E n - l a i  i n  
May, and t o  e n c o u r a g e  them i n  a combined o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  f f  I n d u s l r $ a l  Army.If If so,  t h e  ag reemen t  a p p a r e n t l y  
' f e l l  apar t ,  as  a n o t h e r  m i s s i o n  w a s  r epor t ed ly  s e n t  t o  
:Chengtu t o  a r r a n g e  a cease-fire s e v e r a l  weeks la te r .  

Wh€le H s i e h ' s  m i s s i o n  was t o u r i n g  t h e  SouthweSt ,  
the p a r t y  press i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of China c o n t i n u e d  t o  
denounce  " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  wars" and "ana rch i sm ,If and 
o n  11 J u l y  t h e  Congres s  of Red Guards i n  Peking ( i n c l u d -  
i n g  t h e  grcups in h i g h e s t  f a v o r )  announced t h a t  t h e y  would 
resume classes i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  "make r e v o l u t i o n f f  
(i .e. t o  make it  there,  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  ra ther  t h a n  
a t  random a round  C h i n a ) .  The PLA newspaper  on 16 J u l y  
was moved t o  praise t h e  " t h o u s a n d s  of young r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  f i g h t e r s "  (Red Guards  and other "rebels") who were 
c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f f  bour  geois r e a c t i o n -  
Bry" l i n e  and its e x p o n e n t s .  The newspaper  ca l l ed  a g a i n  
for  the  PLA to s u p p o r t  t h e  " le f t , "  l e a r n  from t h e  m a s s e s ,  
correct I Z s  m i s t a k e s ,  and  so on.  

.. 
I 

A t  t h i s  time, mid-July,  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  a r r i v a l  
of H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  t r o u b l e d  m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Wuhan, a s u r v e y  of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
from a l l  pa r t s  of China i n d i c a t e d  more widespread, and  ' 

g e n e r a l l y  more s e r i o u s ,  disorders t h a n  had been a p p a r e n t  
i n  l a t e  May and ea r ly  J u n e  ( f o r  a r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  of w h i c h  
see page 102).* It  was obvious by t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  

*An e x c e l l e n t  c o m p i l a t i o n  of t h e  ma te r i a l s  b e a r i n g  on  
both  periods was p r e p a r e d  by OCI i n  J u l y  and  Augus t .  The 
above  summary of t h e .  s i t u a t i o n  a s  of mid- J u l y  makes heavy 
u s e  of t h e  materials compiled by OCI, as supp lemen ted  by  
reports coming t o  hand la ter .  

, 

_ .  
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6 June c i r c u l a r  had p o s i t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  forces of 
d i s o r d e r - - b y  making c l e a r  t o  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s t i l l  
get  away w i t h  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  PLA was m t  a l l o w e d  t o  t ake  
a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them. 

I 
. I  
.' I 

I 
I 
1 

. .  

.. . 

T h e r e  was d e t a i l e d ,  credible  r e p o r t i n g  of s e r i o u s  
disorders  i n  J u n e  and e a r l y  J u l y  i n  n i n e  of t h e  11 pro- 
v i n c e s  i n  w h i c h  s u c h  disorders had been reported i n  May 
( t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Yunnan and Kansu had a p p a r e n t l y  i m -  
p r o v e d ) ,  p l u s  s e r i o u s  disorders i n  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s  from 
w h i c h  disorders on  t h i s  scale had not been  reported i n  
May ( L i a o n i n g ,  K i r i n ,  F u k i e n ,  and Kwangs i ) ,  p l u s  (as  
before) leeser d isorders  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  o ther  p r o v i n c e s ! , '  
To break it  down by m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s :  t h e  P e k i n g  MR was 
p r e t t y  q u i e t - ,  w i t h  a few s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  reported i n  
P e k i n g  i t s e l f , * b u t  w i t h  o n l y  minor  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  res t  
of Hopei and i n  S h a n s i ;  o n l y  minor  i n c i d e n t s  were reported 
from t h e  I n n e r  Mongolian MR; i n  t h e  Mukden MR, Hei lung-  
k i a n g  was q u i e t ,  b u t  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  was now r e p o r t e d  
from b o t h  L i a o n i n g  (main ly  i n  Mukden) and  K i r i n  (ma in ly  
i n  Changchun);  i n  t h e  T s i n a n  MR, Shan tung  was p r e t t y  
q u i e t ;  i n  t h e  Nanking MR, Anhwei was g e n e r a l l y  q u i e t ,  
b u t  s e r i o u s  clashes were a g a i n  reported from b o t h  Kiangsu  
(Nanking,  S h a n g h a i ,  Hsuchow, Hangchow, and Wuhsi) and 
Chekiang  ( e s p e c i a l l y  Amoy and Wenchow); i n  t h e  Foochow 
MR, K i a n g s i  ( e s p e c i a l l y  Nanchang) r ema ined  i n  d i s o r d e r ,  
and  much v i o l e n c e  was now reported from F u k i e n ;  i n  t h e  I 

Canton  MR, Kwangtung had n o t  y e t  e r u p t e d  on a l a r g e  scale 
( i t  was soon t o ) ,  b u t  Hunan (especial ly  Changsha) con- 
t i n u e d  i n  t u r m o i l ,  and s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  was now repor ted  
from Kwangsi (especial ly  Nanning) ;  i n  t h e  Wuhan MR; l a r g e -  
scale  c l a s h e s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  Hupei  (especial ly  i n t h e  tri- 
c i t y  complex of Wuhan)'and i n  Honan (despite t h e  agree+-. 
ment of e a r l y  J u l y ) ;  t h e  Kunming NR a p p e a r e d  t o  be p r e t t y  
q u i e t  i n  t h e  wake of H s i e h ' s  m i s s i o n ,  w i t h  o n l y  minor  
i n c i d e n t s  reported i n  bo th  Yynnan and Kweichoy b u t  s e r i o u s  
f i g h t i n g  may have resumed i n  Yunnan a t  j u s t  about t h i s  
time; t h e  Chengtu MR c lear ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be i n  t u r m o i l ,  
d e s p i t e  H s i e h ' s  m i s s i o n ,  w i t h  s e r ious  clashes r e p o r t e d  
from many p o i n t s  i n  Szechuan;  i n  t h e  T i b e t  MR, s e r i o u s  
clashes had a p p a r e n t l y  resumed a f t e r  e a r l y  J u l y ;  t h e  
Kansu MR was q u i e t ,  w i t h  o n l y  minor  i n c i d e n t s  repor ted  
i n  a l l  f o u r  of its p r o v i n c e s ,  Kansu, Shensi . ,  T s i n g h a i ,  
and  N i n g h s i a ;  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  S i n k i a n g  MR s e r i o u s  
c lashes  r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d .  

" . I  
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With  respect to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of PLA s u p p o r t  for 
t h e  " lef t"  i n  J u n e  and  e a r l y  J u l y ,  it was a g a i n  t h e  c a s e ,  
as i n  May and  e a r l y  June, t h a t  i n  most of t h e  a r e a s  of 
serious t r o u b l e  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  were b e i n g  
denounced by  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  tqrebelsft on t h e  spot ,  f o r  
f a i l i n g  t o  " s u p p o r t t t  them p r o p e r l y  (or a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ) ;  and  t h e s e  charges now sometimes in-  
c l u d e d  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA were a rming  
t h e  Opponents  of elements of t h e  Moreover ,  
as  i n  May and ear ly  J u n e ,  PLA u n i t s  were sometimes b e i n g  
p h y s i c a l l y  attacked by e l e m e n t s  of t h e  "rebelsft ( s e e k i n g  
,weapons or r e v e n g e ) ,  and  a p p a r e n t l y  on  a n  i n c r e a s i n g ' .  
, scale;  t h e r e  were many more r e p o r t s  of t h i s  i n  J u n e  and 
e a r l y  J u l y  than i n  May and e a r l y  J u n e  (most o f t e n  i n  t h e  
areas of s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ) ,  some of t h e m  c o n f i r m e d  by spokes-  
men f o r  t h e  regime. As i n  May and e a r l y  J u n e ,  i n  J u n e  
and  e a r l y  J u l y  t h e  PLA was i n  g e n e r a l  r e l u c t a n t  t o  i n t e r -  
vene i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of r e s t o r i n g  order;  there were a 
few reports-some p r o b a b l y  t rue--of  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  
t h i s  o r  t h a t  PLA u n i t  t o  a v e r t  or h a l t  a c l a sh  be tween 
"rebel" groupg or  t o  protect m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  b u t  
even  i n  t h e s e  f e w  cases t h e  PWI r a r e l y  i f  e v e r  chose t o  
u s e  its weapons a s  more t h a n  a t h r e a t ,  and there were 
many more reports  t h a t  t h e  PLA was s t a n d i n g  c l e a r  of t h e  
clashes or even  had r e f u s e d  a r e q u e s t  t o  i n t e r v e n e .  Fur- 
t h e r ,  a s  i n  May and e a r l y  J u n e ,  PLA u n i t s  unde r  p h y s i c a l  
a t tack  a p p a r e n t l y  r a r e l y  i f  e v e r  used  t h e i r  weapons t o  
d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  a t t a c k ,  and it was c r e d i b l y  
reported--as would be expected from t h e  6 J u n e  c i rcular--  
t h a t  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be under  orders to get p e r m i s h i o n  
from h i g h e r  l e v e l s  before o p e n i n g  f i r e  e v e n  t o  d e f e n d  
themse lves .  The PLA was s t i l l ,  t h e n ,  i n  a n  i n d e f e n s i b l e .  
pos i t ion  from almost any  p o i n t  of view,  and  i t  had C h a i r -  
man Mao t o  t h a n k  fo r  i t .  

The Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and  Its Back lash ,  L a t e  J u l y  1967 

H s i g h  F u - c h i h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  from P e k i n g  was i n  Wuhan 
for a b o u t  e i g h t  d a y s  i n  the m i d d l e  of J u l y ,  and  d u r i n g  
t h a t  period was s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n d i g n i t i e s  wh ich  have  s i n c e '  
become known a s  t h e  Wuhan l n c i d e n t .  The i n c i d e n t ,  i n  
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w h i c h  t h e  commander of t h e  Wuhan m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  c l e a r l y  
f a i l e d  to do a s  much a s  he  c o u l d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  these 
emissaries of Chairman Mao were deferred t o  and  obeyed ,  
h a s  b e e n  i n t e r p r e t e d  by some o b s e r v e r s  a s  mark ing  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  s tage  i n  t h e  deve lopment  of t h e  f t c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n " ;  t h e  argument  is t h a t  P e k i n g  " f a i l ed"  t o  t a k e  
prompt a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  commander and  t h u s  made him 
look s u c c e s s f u l l y  " d e f i a n t  ,)' w h i c h  encouraged  others  t o  
f l o u t  P e k i n g ,  O t h e r  o b s e r v e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  wr i te r ) ,  
however,  t h i n k  t h e  record shows t h a t  P e k i n g  p u n i s h e d  t h e  
Wuhan commander n o t  o n l y  p rompt ly  b u t  s e v e r e l y ,  and  b e l i e v e  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  Mao's team took a h a r d  l i n e  i n  t h e  P e k i n g  
c o n f e r e n c e  of r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders  w h i c h  i m m e d i a t e l y  
followed i t .  

H s i e h  Fu-ch ih ' s  delegat ion a r r i v e d  i n  Wuhan o n  or . , * : 3  

a b o u t  14 J u l y ,  j u s t  p r io r  t o  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  v i g o r o u s  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Wuhan commander, Chen T s a i - t a o ,  
by  m i l i t a n t  "rebelff g r o u p s  which  had l o n g  been  denounc ing  
Chen f o r  h i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  f r i e n d l y  t o  h i m s e l f .  As reported by t h e  Bed Guard 
press, t h e  announced m i s s i o n  of H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n  
Wuhan a s  i n  Kunming and p r o b a b l y  Chengtu and  Chungking,* 
was t o  mediate between t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w a r r i n g  groups- to  
get them first t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  and  t h e n  t o  work o u t  a n  
agreement  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  "six  p o i n t s "  f o r m u l a t e d  by  
t h e  CRG. ( I t  w i l l  be reca l led  t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  M#C/CRG 
d i r e c t i v e  of 30 J u n e  c i t ed  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Yunnan 
agreement  was s a i d  t o  have  f o u r  p o i n t s ,  whereas  Kang S h e n g ' s  
d i r e c t i v e  f o r  Yunnan had s i x  p o i n t s ;  it is n o t  c l ea r  t o  
w h i c h  one  H s i e h  was r e f e r r i n g  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  were presum- 
a b l y  congruous-- t ha t is, t h e  MAC/CRG document exis ted 
first a s  a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e ,  d i rect ives  f o r  s p e c i f i c  a reas  
were p r e p a r e d  from i t ,  and  a g r e e m e n t s  i n  specific a r e a s  

* H s i e h  is quo ted  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  had 
gone  t o  "o ther  p l a c e s "  besides these f o u r ;  i t  is n o t  
known w h e t h e r  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  is to other r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s ,  
(he was l a t e r  alleged t o  have  come t o  Fuk ien )  o r  t o  s i d e -  
t r i p s  t o  s m a l l e r  towns. 
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followed t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e s . )  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t l o n  
s p e n t  a f e w  d a y s  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  w a r r i n g  f a c t i o n s  and 
c r i t i c i zed  both s ides  fo r  f i g h t i n g  and fo r  r e v i l i n g  t h e i r  
o p p o n e n t s ,  and c i ted Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  members of 
l t c o n s e r v a t i v e l l  and even  l l r e a c t i o n a r y * l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
t o  be b r o u g h t  o v e r  by ideological  work. Even i f  H s i e h ' s  
d e l e g a t i o n  had c o n t i n u e d  t o  be impart ia l  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  
h i s  m e d i a t i o n  m i s s i o n  i n  Wuhaq a s  i n  Kunming and perhaps 
i n  other  places  he v i s i t e d ,  would  have worked t o  t h e  ad- 
v a n t a g e  of P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s ,  b e c a u s e  o n  H s i e h ' s  own show- 
i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  R e d  Guards had a smal le r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a n  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  and  were g e t t i n g  t h e  worst of i t  i n  
t h e  f i g h t i n g .  Bu t  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  wen t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  
t h i s .  On 19 J u l y ,  H s i e h  and Wang L i  ( t h e  second- rank ing  
member of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n )  t o l d  t h e  Wuhan a u t h o r i t i e s   lit^ 

t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  had been  b a c k i n g  t h e  wrong set  of r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  rebels (ma in ly  t h e  s t r o n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ca l l ed  
t h e  ' M i l l i o n  Heroes'), and t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  had a 
d i r e c t i v e  from Chou E n - l a i  making o f f i c i a l  P e k i n g ' s  sup-  
p o r t  of! other llrebellt g r o u p s  and  c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  o p p o s i n g  
g r o u p s  a s  l f c o n s e r v a  t i v e " *  ; t h i s  would have  c o u r s e  have 
placed t h e  Wuhan a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of b e i n g  
o p e n l y  d e f i a n t  of' Peking-which t h e y  had n o t  y e t  been ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  had probably l o n g  r e c o g n i z e d  P e k i n g ' s  p r e i -  
e r ence - i f  t h e y  were t o  pers is t  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of g r o u p s  
now o f f i c i a l l y  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  ' *conse rva  t i v e ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o v e r  a n o t h e r  set--a d e c i s i o n  wh ich  almost 
This o f f i c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i n  f a v o r  of one  set of ' lrebelll 

*Accord ing  to  a l a t e r  (22 or  23 J u l y )  speech by H s i e h ,  
t h e  ' l c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  r e f u s e d  t o  accept t h i s  r u l i n g  a s  com- 
i n g  from Chou, and a t t r i b u t e d  it t o  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  i t se l f  
- -pe rhaps  on  t h e  ground t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  had n o t  pro-  
duced i t  o n  a r r i v a l .  H s i e h  made clear i n  t h i s  speech 
t h a t  a t  l ea s t  o n e  a c t i o n  by h i s  m i s s i o n  was p r e d e t e r m i n e d  
--he was to  l l r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t 1 '  o n  o n e 7  t h e  m i l i t a n t  
llrebelll o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  had been p r o s c r i b e d  by t h e  
Wuhan blR, p o s s i b l y  for  p e r s i s t e n t  p h y s i c a l  a t t acks  on  
PLA u n i t s .  
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c e r t a i n l y  was, a s  H s i e h  claimed, made i n  P e k i n g ,  or  made 
on  t h e  bas i s  of a d i r e c t i v e  from Peking--seems t o  have  
marked t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of a s h i f t  of emphasis i n  P e k i n g ' s  
p o l i c y  toward c o m p e t i n g  flrebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and con- 
s e q u e n t l y  toward t h e  d u a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum and c o n t r o l l i n g  disorder.  W h i l e  
Peking c o n t i n u e d  t o  speak i n  terms of m e d i a t i o n ,  v o l u n t a r y  
a g r e e m e n t ,  and amalgamat ion ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  few weeks P e k i n g  
o f f i c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  its f a v o r i t e s  (some of them of l o n g  
s t a n d i n g )  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  and took s t e p s  t o  p l a c e  them 
i n  p o s i t i o n s  of dominance o v e r  t h e i r  competitors, a n d  even  
r e o r g a n i z e d  some of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commands t o  t h i s  end .  
T h i s  s h i f t  may have  r e p r e s e n t e d  a sudden  d e c i s i o n  i n  ' 1 ' 1  

P e k i n g ,  on  t h e  bas i s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
H s i e h ' s  l lmed ia t ion t l  i n  Kunming and Szechuan ,  and on H s i e h ' s  
f i n d i n g s  i n  Wuhan; t h a t  is, Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  may have 
had word t h a t  s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  had resumed i n  Yunnan soon  
a f t e r  H s i e h ' s  d e p a r t u r e  ( i t  is n o t  clear when i t  r e s u m e d ) ,  
may have  l e a r n e d  t h a t  any  a g r e e m e n t s  conc luded  i n  Szechuan 
h a d  a l ready come a p a r t  ( there was no d i s c e r n i b l e  b r e a k  
i n  t h e  f J g h t i n g  t h e r e ) ,  and may have  been a d v i s e d  by H s i e h  
a f t e r  h i s  first f e w  d a y s  t h e r e  t h a t  m e d i a t i o n  would n o t  
work i n  Wuhan. The s h i f t  was not rad ica l ,  a s  t h e  "media- 
t i o n "  a g r e e m e n t s  were presumably  meant from t h e  s t a r t  a s  
t h e  first s tage  i n  a process by  w h i c h  P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s  
would be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  t op  (where  t h e  f a v o r i t e s  were n o t  
y e t  d e t e r m i n e d ,  a n  agreement  t o  cease t h e  u s e  of force 
would protect  a l l  g r o u p s  u n t i l  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  was made),  
b u t  t h e  s h i f t  meant  that  a s tage  or t w o  i n  t h e  process 
would be e l i m i n a t e d .  

E v e n t s  i n  Wuhan d i d  n o t  work o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
scr ipt ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  came a p a r t  a t  once .  Upon 
l e a r n i n g  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  components  of 
t h e  " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t a g e d  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 9 t h .  Accord ing  t o  Red Guard 
a c c o u n t s ,  H s i e h  p r e v e n t e d  a b a t t l e  between "rebelii g r o u p s  
by g e t t i n g  word t o  t h e  now o f f i c i a l l y - f a v o r e d  g r o u p s  t h a t  
t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  come t o  t h e  s c e n e ,  whereupon Chen commit ted 
h i s  first o f f e n s e  by t e l l i n g  H s i e h  t h a t  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  
would have  t o  work o u t  i ts own measures  t o  s e c u r e  i ts 
s a f e t y .  ( I n  o ther  words,  Chen was p u t i n g  H s i e h  and Wang 
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  Chen and other PLA leaders had been 
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I i n  for months:  t h a t  of b e i n g  t h e  object of ltrebellv a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  wh ich  t h e y  c o u l d  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  o n l y  by r e l y -  
i n g  on other rebel forces r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e m . )  S t i l l  ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Red Guard mater ia l ,  H s i e h  and  Wang t h e n  
c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  c l a m o r i n g  d e m o n s t r a t o r s ,  and were malting 
some headway w i t h  them when e l e m e n t s  of a n  independen t  
PLA d i v i s i o n  and some p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  troops a r r i v e d  on 
t h e  s c e n e .  
gnd p o s s i b l y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  f o r c e s ,  e l e m e n t s  
of t h e  q l c o n s e r v a t i v e f t  rebel g r o u p s ,  a f t e r  v a i n l y  beseech- 
i n g  H s i e h  and  Wang t o  change  t h e  announced d e c i s i o n ,  s u r -  
rounded  t h e m  and roughed them up. 
s econd  o f f e n s e - - h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  i n t e r c e d e  w i t h  these 'lrebell' 
forces b e l i e v e d  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h i m ,  or t o  order t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  forces on  t h e  s c e n e  or other  m i l i t a r y . f o r c e s  t o  pro- 
tect  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s .  . H s i e h  was a p p a r e n t l y  
kept  under  seige i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  Wang--according t o  
t h e  account--was seized by t h e  t?rebelsit  or  a j o i n t  force 
of rebels and so ld i e r s  a n d  t a k e n  t o  a room i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
Region  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  a t y p i c a l  Red Guard i n t e r r o g a t i o n  I 

( i n  wh ich  he got roughed up  a g a i n ) ,  a f t e r  which he was 
locked up. The a c c o u n t s  imply  t h a t  Chen ' s  t h i r d  o f f e n s e  
came a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  t h a t  h e  f a i l e d  t o  do what h e  c o u l d  
t o  f i n d  and r e s c u e  Wang; b u t  i t  is n o t  c lear  w h e t h e r  H s i e h  
was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  work t h r o u g h  Chen. (There  a re  p o s t e r  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  Chou En- la1  made a t r i p  or  two in t h i s  period 
t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  r e 3 e a s e  of H s i e h  and Wang; these a re  un- 
conf i rmed ,  and  Chou is g i v e n  no role  i n  t h e  o n l y  de t a i l ed  
a c c o u n t  a v a i l a b l e - - t h a t  of t h e  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards--or 
i n  H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  a c c o u n t ,  b u t  t h i s  may have  been  t r u e . * )  
A t  any  r a t e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Red Guards,  Wang escaped 
d e t e n t i o n  on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g  (20  J u l y )  and made con- 
t a c t  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  2 9 t h  D i v i s i o n .  ( A s  t h i s  may be 

A t  l e a s t  under  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e s e  forces, 

T h i s  would be Chen ' s  

*Whatever Chou ' s  role,  t h e r e  is some r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h e  Red Guard a c c o u n t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  role  of t h e  CCAF i n  
r e s c u i n g  and  p r o t e c t i n g  H s i e h  and Wang i n  Wuhan i t se l f .  
Two h igh- rank ing  off icers  of t h e  CCAF were a s s i g n e d  a s  
a c t i n g  commander and  s e n i o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  Wuhan 
M i l i t a r y  Region w i t h i n  a few d a y s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  



.. . 

The managers  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n i i  were 
c l e a r l y  i n f u r i a t e d  b y  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  and  some seem 
t o  have been  alarmed. Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng a r e  s a i d  
t o  have t o l d  t h e  Red Guards on  2 1  J u l y  t h a t  t t c o n s e r v a t i v e ' l  
rebel  forces from both Wuhan a n d  Szechuan  were moving i n  
l a r g e  numbers towards a j u n c t i o n  w i t h  s i m i l a r  forces i n  
Honan, r a i s i n g  t h e  s p e c t r e  of a n  enormous armed opposi- 
t i o n  roaming t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  of c e n t r a l  China .  (So f a r  
as w e  know, t h i s  d i d  n o t  happen . )  On 22 J u l y ,  Madame 
Mao, s p e a k i n g  t o  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebeli i  g roup ,  denounced 
t h e  ' M i l l i o n  Heroes' of Wuhan and declared t h a t  t h e  "re- 
v o l u t i o n a r y  masses  c a n  u s e  weapons i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e . 1 v  
S p e l l i n g  it o u t ,  t h e  Madame to ld  them t h a t  i f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e i r  opponen t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of a n  agreement  
onathe c e s s a t i o n  of armed s t r u g g l e ,  f a i l e d  t o  p u t  down t h e i r  
weapons,  t h e n  t h e  "rebelsif need n o t  p u t  down t h e i r  own 
weapons. (She cited t h e  r e c e n t  cease-fire ag reemen t  i n  

t h e  same " independen t i i  d i v i s i o n  t o  which  those forces be- 
longed  who were p r o t e c t i n g  or a s s i s t i n g  t h e  oppressors 
of H s i e h  and  Wang o n  19 J u l y ,  i t  may be t h a t  e l e m e n t s  of 
t h i s  d i v i s i o n  were r e s p o n d i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  orders,  or  
t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  a whole was b r o u g h t  i n t o  l i n e  by 
Chen T s a i - t a o  on  20 J u l y  i n  a n  effor t  t o  make amends; i n  
t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  is of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  H s i e h  h i m s e l f ,  
i n  h i s  22 or 23 J u l y  speech a s  reported,  d i d  n o t  blame 
Chen T s a i - t a o  p r i n c i p a l l y  , f o r  hav ing  c a u s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t , ,  
b u t  a s s i g n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  blame to  t h e  commander of t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  d i v i s i o n  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  committee of t h e  
Wuhan MR f p r o b a b l y  headed by  t h e  p o l i t i c a l - o f f i c e r  who 
was soon  d i s m i s s e d  a l o n g  w i t h  Chen] ,  and t h u s  i n  e f f e c t .  
charged Chen o n l y  w i t h  f a i l i n g  t o  have  t h e  forces unde r  
h i s  command a c t u a l l y  u n d e r  his c o n t r o l .  'Th i s  is n o t  t o  
minimize  Chen ' s  o f f e n s e ,  wh ich  on a n y  r e a d i n g  was s e r i o u s ;  
b u t  i t  was a p p a r e n t l y  shor t  of a c a p i t a l  o f f e n s e . )  S t i l l  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Red Guard a c c o u n t ,  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  2 9 t h  
D i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of CCAF u n i t s  i n  Wuhan, 
got Wang t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  and protected h i m ,  On t h e  follow- 
i n g  n i g h t  ( t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  of 22 J u l y ) ,  i n  t h e  same a c c o u n t ,  
CCAF u n i t s  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  r e s c u e d  H s i e h  from t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g  i n  w h i c h  h e  had been  l'blockaded'i s i n c e  t h e  2 0 t h  and 
r e - u n i t e d  H s i e h  w i t h  Wang a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .  
" g l o r i o u s l y  r e t u r n e d "  t o  Peking .  

They  t h e n  
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Honan a s  a n  example of t h e  k i n d  of agreement t h a t  s h o u l d  
n o t  be b roken ;  i r o n i c a l l y ,  P e k i n g  itself was s o o n  t o  sub- 
v e r t  t h i s  agreement .  ) The Madame's c o u n s e l ,  i n  s l o g a n  
form, was "Attack b y  words, d e f e n d  by weaponslI ( a l s o  g i v e n  
sometimes a s  'At tack b y  r e a s o n ,  d e f e n d  by force ' ) .  The 
Madame's c o u n s e l  p r o b a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  i n -  
creased s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  f i g h t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of 
China  af ter  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  T h e r e  was a g r e a t  i n -  
crease i n  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  s e r i o u s  weapons--not j u s t  s t i c k s  
a n d  s t o n e s - - a f t e r  Wuhan, r e p o r t e d l y  t h e  r e s u l t  i n  p a r t  
of direct  s u p p l y  by t h e  PLA b u t  p r o b a b l y  i n  larger  p a r t  
owing t o  t h e  s e i z u r e  of weapons by 'lrebel" g r o u p s  a c t i n g  
on t h e  Madame's c o u n s e l .  The Madame i n  effect  w i t h d r e w  
I t h i s  c o u n s e l  i n  e a r l y  September when Pek ing  f i n a l l y  took 
s e r i o u s  steps t o  c o n t r o l  d isorder .  

On 23, 24 and  25 J u l y  t h e r e  were r a l l i e s  i n  s e v e r a l  
c l t iesof  China t o  denounce Chen T s a i - t a o ,  who had e v i d e n t l y  
been c h o s e n  to p lay  t h e  ro le  of l l n e g a t i v e  example'1 f o r  
other  m i l i t a r y  leaders  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards.  Wuhan 
broadcasts of 25 J u l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Chen had been  r e l i e v e d  
of his command by t h a t  da t e ,  and  pos te rs  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
Yu L i - c h i n ,  t h e  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  member of H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  
and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  chief of t h e  CCAF, had been l e f t  b e h i n d  
a s  a c t i n g  commander of t h e  Wuhan MR. On 26 J u l y ,  t h e  Wuhan 
M i l i t a r y  Region made a p u b l i c  e x a m i n a t i o n  of its "errors" 
(under  Chen T s a i - t a o )  and on t h e  same day ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
posters, Chen was "dragged out11 and l l i n t e r r o g a t e d l l  by  Red 
Guards i n  Pek ing .  (The da t e  of h i s  r e c a l l  t o  P e k i n g  is 
u n c e r t a i n ,  p resumably  sometime between t h e  22nd and 25 th ;  
there is no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  r e s i s t e d  t h i s  r e c a l l . ) .  
I n  l a t e  J u l y  Red F l a g  and L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  denounced 
t h e  bad h a n d m " F W u h a n  r e s p o n s i b l ~ r ~ i n c i d e n  t 
(People's D a i l  asserted t h a t  there was s t i l l  a bad "hand- 
fuP"  i n H'u-fiTZlwhere s e r i o u s  c lashes  r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d  
f o r  a t ime),  and i n  t h e  first week of August  Chen and  
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  were o f f i c i a l l y  r e p l a c e d  by E n g  
Szu-yu (from t h e  Mukden MR) as  commander and  Liu Feng  
( p r e v i o u s l y  d e p u t y  commander of t h e  CCAF i n  Wuhan) a s  
p o l i t i c a l  off icer .  

In t h e  same period, Wao's team i n  P e k i n g  r e p o r t e d l y  
moved w i t h  d i s p a t c h  t o  b r i n g  its f a v o r i t e  Red Guard o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  i n  Honan (a f a v o r i t i s m  w h i c h  had been e v i d e n t  for  
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months)  i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  of dominance. T h e r e  is cred ib le  
r e p o r t i n g  t h a t : t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made o f f i c i a l  on or 
a b o u t  25 J u l y ,  t h a t  local m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Honan 
were ordered t o  s u p p o r t  P e k i n g ' s  g r o u p  ( t h e  ' 7  F e b r u a r y  
commune'), t h a t  t h e y  d i d  so ( t h u s  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  cease- 
f i r e  a g r e e m e n t ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  PLA-backed r e b e l s  were . . 
dominant  among "rebel" g r o u p s  t h r o u g h o u t  Honan by e a r l y  
Augus t ,  
as  P e k i n g  may have p a r t i a l l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Honan MD 
i n  Augus t ,  b u t  t h e  end was :achieved.  

The o p e r a t i o n  was perhaps n o t  p e r f e c t l y  smooth, 

Dur ing  t h e  l a s t  week of J u l y ,  s e v e r a l  of t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s  of China were i d e n t i f i e d  I n  Pek ing .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  commanders <and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  of t h e  Pek ing  
M i l i t a r y  Region  . i t s @ l f  (no rma l ly  based i n  P e k i n g ) ,  these 
i n c l u d e d :  Chen H s i - l i e n ,  commander of t h e  Mukden MR, and 
t h e  former p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  Sung Jen-chiung;  Yang Te- 
c h i h ,  commander of t h e  T s i n a n  MR; Han Hsien-chu, presumed 
commander of t h e  Foochow MR; Huang Yung-sheng, commander 
of t h e  Canton  M R ;  and Hsien  Heng-han, po l i t i ca l  o f f i ce r  
of t h e  Lanchow MR (Chang Ta-chih,  the Commander, remained  
o u t  of s i g h t ,  a l t h o u g h  he l a t e r  r e a p p e a r e d ) ,  P robab ly  
p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  were t h e  new commander and  p o l i t i c a l  of- 
f i c e r  of t h e  Wuhan MR, and one or  a n o t h e r  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
f i g u r e s  of t h e  Nanking MR (e.g. Chang Chun-chigo, t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  officer,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Hsu 
Shih-yu, was still  m i s s i n g ) .  No off icers  from t h e  Kunming 
MR or from t h e  Chengtu MR--both of w h i c h  had r e c e n t l y  
been  v i s i t e d  by  a d e l e g a t i o n  from Peking--were i d e n t i f i e d ;  
no r  were a n y  from S i n k i a n g  (a s p e c i a l  c a s e ) .  J q h i l e  some 
o b s e r v e r s  have su rmised  t h a t  t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  l n -  
v i t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  Pek ing  t o  make a demarche t o  Mao and  
L i n , *  i t  seems much more l i k e l y  t h a t  L i n  and o ther  l e a d e r s  
of Mao's team p r e s e n t  i n  Peking a t  t h e  t i m e  summoned these 
r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders t o  Pek ing  t o  s t a t e  a h a r d  l i n e  
t o  them.  

j 
. .  .- k :* 

*Lln met w i t h  t h  ese leaders  a t  l e a s t  o n c e ,  b u t  Mao was 
n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  Peking  a f t e r  11 J u l y ,  
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Those  o b s e r v e r s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders i n v i t e d  themse lves  to  P e k i n g  f u r t h e r  s u r m i s e  

, t h a t  t h e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p u t  p r e s s u r e  o n  Mao and Lin--or 
L i n  and Chou--not t o  take a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  disgraced 
Chen T s a i - t a o .  T h i s  s u r m i s e  seems c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  ev id -  
e n c e ,  a s  Chen i n  t h a t  same week was removed from h i s  com- 

t mand, recalled t o  P e k i n g ,  s u b j e c t e d  ( r e p o r t e d l y )  t o  Red 
Guard ha ras smen t ,  and  denounced,  and  was soon t o  be of- 

' f i c i a l l y  r e p l a c e d . *  
w h i c h  r e p o r t e d l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  would have 
g i v e n  t h e  assembled r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders a n  oppor- 

. t u n i t y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  to  P e k i n g  i n  a n  acceptable way t h a t  
' a l l  of t h e m  were faced w i t h  t h e  k i n d  of problems w i t h  

* ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels** t h a t  Chen i n  Wuhan had been  faced 
w i t h ,  and  t h a t  t h e i r :  d i r e c t i v e s  from P e k i n g  had p u t  them 

' i n  a n  i m p o s s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  The case c o u l d  n o t  have  been 
p u t  a s  b a l d l y  a s  t h i s  to  Ma0 (perhaps not i n  any terms 
{'to t h e  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  v a i n  and s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  Mao) , b u t  
o n e  c a n  imagine  i t  b e i n g  p u t  i n  a p o l i t e  Ch inese  way t o  
L i n  and  Chou, who i n  Mao*s a b s e n c e  (wh ich  was a p p a r e n t l y  

, t h e  case) would probably have been  to some degree s y m p a t h e t i c  
t o  i t .  The case - -d i scussed  among these o ld  comrades who 
were n o t  i n  a hos t i l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p - - w o u l d  be: t h a t  most 
of t h e  PLA's r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders were faced w i t h  
i n c r e a s i n g  d i s o r d e r ,  ma in ly  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a n t  
'*rebelst1, i n c l u d i n g  a mounting number of a t t acks  cn PLA 
' u n i t s  t h e m s e l v e s ;  t h a t  t h i s  d i so rde r  c o u l d  be c o n t r o l l e d  
'if t h e  PLA were permitted to u s e  armed force i n  implement- 

, i n g  either "med ia t ion"  e f f o r t s  or  d i r e c t i v e s  to  s u p p o r t  
g i v e n  g r o u p s  ( and ,  a s  p a r t  of t h i s ,  t o  disarm those  g r o u p s  
[ t h a t  were armed), and  i f  Peking  were c o n c u r r e n t l y  t o  w i t h -  
laraw material s u p p o r t  from f i g h t i n g  g r o u p s  and  t o  order 
" a l l  Vebell' g r o u p s  t o  cease and  des i s t  from a t t a c k s  o n  
t h e  PLA, and i f  P e k i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  were t o  allow t h e  
PLA t o  u s n r m e d  force a g a i n s t  "rebeltf g r o u p s  w h i c h  v i o l a t e d  

i 

However, t h e  P e k i n g  c o n f e r e n c e ,  

/ *  

*Peking does n o t  n o r m a l l y  announce f u r t h e r  pun i shmen t s ,  
s u c h  as impr isonment  or e x e c u t i o n  or  p u l l i n g  o u t  f i n g e r -  
n a i l s , a t  t h e  time, and ,  on t h i s  r e a d i n g ,  had a l r e a d y  pun i shed  
Chen s u f f i c i e n t l y  anyway 
I 
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s u c h  an  o rde r ;  b u t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of s u c h  orders, 
t h e  PLA would c z i n u e  t o  s u f f e r  a t t a c k s ,  would c o n t i n u e  
t o  f a i l  i n  m e d i a t i o n  effor ts ,  and  would c o n t i n u e  to  make 
flmistakeslf  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  "genuine" left- 
ists (meaning both  g e n u i n e  mistakes and t h e  deliberate 
s u p p o r t  or m o b i l i z a t i o n  of other g r o u p s  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e ) ,  
and t h a t  d i so rde r  o n  a large sca le  would c o n t i n u e  or even  
i n c r e a s e .  

Judging: from deve lopmen t s  b o t h  before and a f t e r  
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  p a r t y  leaders p r e s e n t  i n  Peking--Lin 
a n d  Chou, p r i n c i p a l l y - - p r o b a b l y  d i d  g i v e  t h e  assembled 
leaders  some f u r t h e r  g u i d a n c e ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  i t  
was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  k i n d  of g u i d a n c e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  want  t o  
hear, Y In  other words ,  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  was hard qn t h e  PLA, 
no  matter how p o l i t e l y  ph rased .  

leaders t h a t  t h e  ag reemen t s  reached i n  Yunnan and Szechuan  
had b r o k e n  down, and t h a t  a g r e e m e n t s  on t h e  Yunnan model 
(which had i n c l u d e d  a n  ag reemen t  t o  c e a s e  a t t a c k s  on  PLA 
p e r s o n n e l  and  i n s t a l l a t i o n s )  would be i n c l u d e d  where- 
e v e r  t h e y  seemed prac t icable ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  emphas i s  
h a d J s h i f t e d  now t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  among these g r o u p s  and  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s ;  and f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  
local  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  whe the r  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  a 
d i r e c t i v e  c a l l i n g  f o r  f l m e d i a t i o n , f f  amalgamat ion ,  or f r a n k  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  would now be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  p l a c i n g  
t h e  g r o u p s  selected by P e k i n g  i n  t h e  dominant  p o s i t i o n s  
--meaning t h a t  some of them would now have to  s t o p  sup-  
p o r t i n g  " c o n s e r v a t i v e ' *  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The pa r ty  leaders  
may a l s o  have  t o l d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders  of t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  order f lwar r ing"  rebel g r o u p s  t o  t u r n  i n  t h e i r  weapons 
( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was n o t  y e t ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a major problem) 
and of t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a u t h o r i z e  PLA u n i t s  t o  u s e  force 
i f  t h i s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h o u l d  be regarded as n e c e s s a r y  a t  
a l a t e r  d a t e ;  and t h e y  may have g i v e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  Red Guard a t t acks  on t h e m  d i d  
n o t  mean t h a t  t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  were i n  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  P e k i n g  
or n o t  f u l l y  t r u s t e d  by Pek ing .  But  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s  c l e a r l y  c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  c o n t i n u e  
t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  s u c h  a t t a c k s ,  a s  n e i t h e r  " m e d i a t i o n t t  n o r  

The p a r t y  l e a d e r s  presumably  informed t h e  m i l i t a r y  



"media t ion"  e f for t s  and  P e k i n g ' s  other d e c i s i o n s  b y  t h e  
u s e  of armed force or even t o  open  f i r e  t o  de fend  itself 

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  ':the p a r t y  leaders  a t  t h i s  con- 
l f e r e n c e  may n o t  have g i v e n  the  m i l i t a r y  leaders  any  rea- 
I su rances  a t  a l l ,  b u t  may have t o l d  t h e m  f r a n k l y  t h a t  t h e y  I would e i the r  shape up  or be purged .  The re  were i n t i m a -  
t i o n s  i n  e d i t o r i a l s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and  m i l i t a r y  p r e s s  a t  
I t h e  end of J u l y  ( su r round ing  A r m y  Day) t h a t  Mao's team 
i n  P e k i n g  i n t e n d e d ,  i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  
to purge a number of other  m i l i t a r y  leaders ,  both o u t s i d e  
of P e k i n g  and  i n  P e k i n g  i t se l f ;  and  i t  may have  g i v e n  
t h i s  bad news t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders assembled i n  P e k i n g  
i n  l a t e  J u l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  People 's  D a i l  refer- 
e n c e  t o  a bad h a n d f u l  still  a c t i v e  ip W u h a n d  F l a g  
asserted t h a t  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was Ifby no mZZXs-'ZT 
i s o k a t e d  and  f o r t u i t o u s  s t r u g g l e . "  T h i s  p a r t y  j o u r n a l ,  
i n  d e s c r i b i n g  the  bad " h a n d f u l f f  of p a r t y  and army l e a d e r s  
i n  Wuhan 8s h a v i n g  acted n o t  f o r t u i t o u s l y 7 Z i t  a s  a g e n t s  
of t h e  biggest p a r t y  p e r s o n s f f  i n  d i s f a v o r ,  went on  t o  
c a l l  for t h e  f fove r th rowf '  of t h e  bad f f h a n d f u l . . . i n  t h e  
army," a n d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  movement of cri t icism and 
r e p u d i a t i o n  t h e n  u n f o l d i n g  was directed a g a i n s t  t h e  bad 
: 'handful"  i n  both t h e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  army."* L i b e r a t i o n  

' *There I s  good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  was t a k e n  by m i l i t a n t  f l r e v m i o n a r y  rebels" 
8 s  a c a l l  t o  i n t e n s i f i e d  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  PLA l e a d e r s .  Wang 
L i ,  one of t h e  e d i t o r s  of Red Flag, was a p p a r e n t l y  made 
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g n 2 7 )  
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A r m  D a i l  , t h e  PLA's own paper,  a lso s t r o n g l y  impl ied  dd er stage of t h e  p u r g e  l a y  ahead, i n  c a l l i n g  
f o r  t h e  l i q u i d a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  
bad l f h a n d f u l l l  i n  t h e  army. Moreover,  posters  of t h e  
time soon  accused Hsu Hsiang-chien  and  Yeh Chien-y ing  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P e k i n g  of h a v i n g  bonds 
w i t h  t h e  bad e l e m e n t s  a t  Wuhan, and P e k i n g  w a s  s o o n  t o  
c h a r g e  t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  w i t h  a s h a r e  of 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  the.Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  s u r e l y  assume,  from t h e  l i n e  
takeri by t h e  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  press i n  t h i s  period, 
t h a t  t h e i r  I1rebelf1 a n t a g o n i s t s  would be encouraged  t o  
make f r e s h  a t tacks  and a s s a i t l t s  on them--which i n  f a c t  
happened,  F i n a l l y ,  Chou En- l a1  r e p o r t e d l y  announced i n  
t h i s  same week t h a t  t h e  Hunan MD--subordinate t o  t h e  
Can ton  MR--had made I1errorstt and  would be r e o r g a n i z e d ,  
a n  e a r n e s t  of the  f a t e  a w a i t i n g  those r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  
leaders who d i d  n o t  f u l l y  cooperate. I n  sum, t h e  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  PLA had abundant  r e a s o n  a t  t h e  end  of J u l y  t o  be 
conce rned  a b o u t  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  toward them. 

( f o b t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 126) 
a scapegoat a b o u t  a month l a t e r  when t h e  l t l e f t i s t i t  l i n e  
changed ,  a l i n e  which  of c o u r s e  had been  approved  by Mao 
and L in .  Wang was a l s o  charged, however,  w i t h  t h e  res- 
p o n s i b i l i t y  for e n c o u r a g i n g  ( i n  t h i s  30 J u l y  e d i t b r i a l )  
t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  t o  "drag o u t "  a d d i t i o n a l  l eaders  of 
t h e  PLA, a l i n e  w h i c h  Mao and other leaders  were s o o n  t o  
r e p u d i a t e ;  w h i l e  i t  is impossible t o  know t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  
t h i s ,  i t  may be t h a t  Wang i n  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  exceeded  h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  T h i s  does n o t  mean t h a t  Mao and  o the r s  
d i d  n o t  I n t e n d  t o  purge  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  PLA l e a d e r s - - i n  
f a c t  t h e y  went on  t o  do so;  b u t  t h e y  may n o t  have wished 
t o  encourage  any f u r t h e r  d i sorder  by t h e  tlrebels.'l 
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Momentum ana. The Fall' of '8siao flua': A&#a%t!' 1967 

The problem fo r  Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  a s  of e a r l y  
August  was still  t h a t  of m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  momentum of t h e  
l l r e v o l u t i o n l l  (as  Mao c l e a r l y  w i s h e d )  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  b r i n g i n g  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  t h e  d i sorders  w h i c h  were a l -  
r e a d y  s e r i o u s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and  w h i c h  
a p p a r e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  a t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  thereaf te r .  The 
first o f  these o b j e c t i v e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y - a s  an  o v e r - r e 8 C t t o n  
t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  seemed t o  have  t h e  p r i o r i t y  a s  
of e a r l y  Augus t .  The new emphas i s  o n  t h e  r a p i d  prefer- 
ment of P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s ,  l o o k i n g  toward t h e  e a r l y  

; f o r m a t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,11 to- 
gether w i t h  a new s t a g e  of t h e  p u r g e  of u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g  and  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  s e r v e d  
more t o  m a i n t a i n  momentum t h a n  t o  c o n t r o l  d i so rde r .  What- 
e v e r  t h e  m i x t u r e  of t h e  two o b j e c t i v e s ,  there were t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  of w h e t h e r  t h e  PLA would be p rope r ly  r e s p o n s i v e ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  llrebelll g r o u p s  would be r e s p o n s i v e ,  
w h e t h e r  Mao'e team i n  P e k i n g  would be ab le  i n  a l l  c a s e s  
t o  a c t  e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  PLA leaders who were n o t  r e spon-  
s i v e ,  w h e t h e r  Ma0l.s team would be w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  
PLA t h e  k i n d  of d i r e c t i v e s  it needed t o  d e a l  w i t h  "rebels" 
who were n o t  r e s p o n s i v e ,  a n d ,  i n  sum, w h e t h e r  t h e  r e s u l t  
m i g h t  n o t  be grea te r  disorder t h a n  e v e r ,  p o s i n g  in t u r n  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  Mao's team m i g h t  so mismanage its 
a f f a i r s  i n  g e n e r a l  and  its r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  PLA i n  par- 
t i c u l a r  a s  t o  c a u s e  t h e  PLA a t  t h e  c e n t e r  t o  t r y  t o  ove r -  
t h r o w  Mao's team or t h e  PLA leaders  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  t o  t r y  
t o  set u p  r e g i o n a l  a l l i a n c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  team, A s  it 
t u r n e d  o u t ,  a f t e r  mid-August there  was a s h i f t  back t o  
a n  emphas i s  on measu res  t o  cohtrol d i s o r d e r ,  even  i f  

, r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum had t o  be s a c r i f i c e d - - a  s h i f t  of 
emphas i s  w h i c h  was g i v e n  p r a c t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  e a r l y  
September .  

Posters and t h e  p a r t y  press from ewly August  oc- 
c a s i o n a l l y - - n o t  empha t i c a l l y - - a s s o c i a t e d  Mao h i m s e l f  w i t h  
t h e  w i s h  f o r  greater  order. He  was reported to  have  8x- 
pressed d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  l l c h a o s , l l  d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s  greater  
i n  1967 t h a n  i n  1966, and t o  have  c a l l e d  f o r  a c o n c e n t r a -  
t i o n  on major t a rge t s  ( t h e  bad l l h a n d f u l f l ) .  H e  was a l s o  

, 

I 
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sa id  to  have  comfnented s c o r n f u l l y  o n  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
of t h e  Red Guards  f o r  h i g h  o f f ice ,  and a P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  time q u o t e d  Mao's famous d i c t u m  a b o u t  
r e b e l l i o n  b e i n g  j u s t i f i e d  and t h e n  went  on t o  e x p l a i n  
t h a t  of c o u r s e  n o t  a l l  r e b e l l i o n  was j u s t i f i e d .  

Along t h e  same l i n e s ,  members of Mao's team were 
r e p o r t e d l y  t e l l i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of some c o n t e n d i n g  I .  

g r o u p s  among t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" t h a t  t h e y  must 
s t o p  s t e a l i n g  arms f r o m  t h e  PLA and i n d e e d  must  t u r n  back 
those t h e y  had a l r e a d y  s t o l e n .  F u r t h e r ,  Kuan Feng of t h e  
CRG was r e p o r t e d l y  s e n t  t o  t h e  Northeast ,  where  c l a s h e s  
were s a i d  t o  have  d i s r u p t e d  i n d u s t r y  and m i n i n g ,  and "re- 
v o l u t i o n a r y "  g r o u p s  in a f e w  p l a c e s  w e r e  reported t o  be 
a d o p t i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s - - o f  t h e  Kunming $ype--promising t o  
work f o r  " u n i t y . "  

- 

I n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  Pek ing  was moving a g g r e s s i v e l y  
t o  i n s t a l l  its f a v o r i t e s  i n  some places  and t o  r e o r g a n i z e  0 

some of the  m i l i t a r y  commands which had n o t  been  or were 
n o t  now f u l l y  c o o p e r a t i v e .  A s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  Pek ing  
had o f f i c i a l l y  s t a t ed  i ts  f a v o r  f o r  o n e  set of "rebelsvq 
i n  Honan i n  l a t e  July, and now repor t ed ly  moved troops 
i n s i d e  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  make its w i l l  e f f e c t i v e  and ,  per- 
haps ,  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  Honan m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t .  I t  may 
have t a k e n  s teps  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  Hunan 
MD for t h e  same p u r p o s e  of e n s u r i n g  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  
its f a v o r i t e s  there;  t h e  4 7 t h  Army was soon  r e p o r t e d  t o  
be a c t i n g  as P e k i n g ' s  main i n s t r u m e n t  i n  Hunan. The Wuhan 
M i l i t a r y  Reg ion ,  a l r e a d y  reorganized, was a p p a r e n t l y  or- 
dered t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  ' M i l l i o n  
Heroes,' a s  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was soon  repor ted  to  be col- 
l a p s i n g ;  and t h e  Hupei  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  Wuhan MR was a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  MR. I n  t h e  Kansu MD, Kansu r a d i o  i n  e a r l y  August 
repor ted  t h a t  "Ma0 h i m s e l f t i  had f o r m u l a t e d  a s o l u t i o n  t o  
t h e  Kansu q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  r ad io  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  Red Guard or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Kansu t h a t  t h e  masses  were h e n c e f o r t h  to  
"follow," and  t h e  press soon pra ised  t h e  PLA for  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  them.  I n  T s i n g h a l ,  a n o t h e r  i t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeevv 
appea red  and was recognized--the first s i n c e  Apri l - -and 
L i b e r a t i o n  A r m  D a i l y  p r a i s e d  t h e  T s i n g h a i  MD and  PLA 
u n i t s  t h e r e d  having s u p p o r t e d  t h e  correct r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

I 
I 



g r o u p s  ( a l t h o u g h  i n  f a c t  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA i n  T s i n g h a i  
had been  purged  e a r l i e r  f o r  r e p r e s s i n g  P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e s ) .  
T h e r e  was some e v i d e n c e  from Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
P e k i n g  was t a k i n g  steps t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  Chekiang  MD 
and  had a l r eady  moved troops i n  s u p p o r t  of its f a v o r i t e s .  
F i n a l l y ,  P e k i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  K i a n g s i  MD--reportedly 
moving two PLA d i v i s i o n s  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  back u p  
t h e  dec i s ion - -unde r  a d i r e c t i v e  ( a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao per- 
s o n a l l y )  wh ich  r e p o r t e d l y  ordered t h e  new m i l i t a r y  com- 
mander and  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  t o  a r m  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  massest1 (i .e.  t h e  g r o u p s  w h i c h  P e k i n g  had g i v e n  its 
f a v o r  to) .*  T h i s  l a s t  p r o v i s i o n  was of c o u r s e  of s p e c i a l  
l i n t e r e s t ,  because , ,  t a k e n  toge ther  w i t h  t h e  reported p r i -  
v a t e  remarks of Chinese  l e a d e r s  i n  $ h i s  per iod ( a b o u t  
t u r n i n g  i n  weapons) i t  s u g g e s t e d L  ani  h t e n t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  
g e t  a l l  arms back  i n  t h e  hands  of t h e  PLA and o the r  l oca l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e n  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  some of them t o  f a v o r e d  
Red Guard g r o u p s ,  a v e r y  h a z a r d o u s  p o l i c y .  

order were t a k e n  and  some a g i t a t e d  areas  (e.g. Wuhan) 
were reported t o  be q u i e t i n g  down, t h e r e  were reports  
from s e v e r a l  areas1 of c o n t i n u e d ,  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  a n d  w e l l -  
armed v i o l e n c e .  Hs feh  Fu-chih  r epor t ed ly  s t a t e d  o n  10 
Augus t  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  was " e s p e c i a l l y  s e r i o u s q 1  i n  Wuhan, 
Changsha,  and f o u r  c i t i e s  i n  K i a n g s i  ( i n  a l l  of w h i c h  
areas t h e  m i l i t a r y  commands had been  or were b e i n g  re- 
o r g a n i z e d ) :  other e v i d e n c e  d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  H s i e h ' s  
e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Wuhan, b u t  i t  s u p p o r t e d  
him on Changsha and K i a n g s i ,  and  h e  might  have  added  
Chengtu and  Canton.  

a l ready i n  place i n  f i v e  p r o v i n c e s  were p r o v i n g  u n s t a b l e  

I n  t h e  same per iod ,  w h i l e  some s t e p s  t o  restore 

Moreover,  some of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" 

* I n  September, Pek ing  was t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  Mao h i m s e l f '  
had j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from an t r i p  of t h e  f i v e  
' p r o v i n c e s  of which t h e  31D commands had been  or may have  
,been r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  August--Honan, Hunan, Hupe i ,  Chek iang ,  
and K i a n g s i .  

, , 
, . .  
1 

! 
i 

1 

I .- 130- 

, m 1 

I 

i 
I . 



I. 

- - t h a t  is, were under  a t t a c k  by d i s g r u n t l e d  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r i e s , "  or were s u f f e r i n g  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s .  Posters 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  S h a n s i  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, w h i l e  
s t i l l  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  was now s p l i t  i n t o  g r o u p s  headed by ~ 

its c h i e f  and  by one  of h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
t h e  l o c a l  MD commander may have  been s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  
i n s t e a d  of t h e  former; and t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  committee , 

was r epor t ed ly  s p l i t  a l o n g  s i m i l a r  l i n e s ,  F u r t h e r ,  i t  
was s o o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  Kweichow r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittee was unde r  l oca l  p r e s s u r e  t o  "completely r e o r g a n i z e , "  
Madame Mao was t o  r e v e b l  i n  e a r l y  September t h a t  a l l  of 
t h e  8s t a  b l i s h e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees had b e e n u n d e r  
a t t a c k - - a  deve lopment  which  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  d i sp leased  t h e  
l e a d e r s  i n  Peking. 

i t  was a p p a r e n t  a ' t " - t h i s  t i m e ,  n e a r  mid-August,  
there had been  no  change  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  f o r b i d d i n g  
PLA t o  u s e  armed force a g a i n s t  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  
t h e  o b v i o u s  need  fo r  s u c h  a change .  I t  was a l s o  a p p a r e n t  
i n  t h e  s econd  week of August  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some PLA l e a d -  
ers were q u e s t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r  Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  r e a l l y  
had a c o h e r e n t  p l a n  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  order (as  d i s t i n c t  from 
a p l a n  w h i c h  would have t h e  effect  of m a i n t a i n i n g  or  in -  
c r e a s i n g  disorder) ' .  P e k i n g ' s  answer  was t h a t  Mao knew 
w h a t  he was d o i n g  e v e n  .if t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  
L i b e r a t i o n  A r m  D a i l y  on 11 Augus t  s t a t e d  h e l p f u l l y  t h a t '  
V h i l e  w e  usua  -4 l y l e m e n t  o n l y  what  w e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d ,  
we w i l l  a l s o  implement what w e  for t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  do  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d , "  and on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e y  " s h o u l d  n o t  have  t h e  l e a s t  
h e s i t a t i o n  a b o u t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  o r  a b o u t  h i s  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s . "  Wu F a - h s i e n ,  commander of! t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  
s a i d  i t  a l l  a g a i n  on  13 August :  " w e  do  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
many d i r e c t i v e s  of Chairman l a o  t h o r o u g h l y  or even  p a r t i -  
a l l y  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  g r a d u a l l y . . . i n  t h e  course o 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  o r  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  1 

s h o u l d  r e s o l u t e l y  implement  bo th  those of Chairman Mae's 
d i r e c t i v e s  w h i c h  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  and those  w h i c h  w e  f o r  ' 
t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d . " *  

I ,  

*A d e l a y e d  Red Guard j o u r n a l  r e v e a l s  t h a t  L i n  had 
spoken  t o  other  m i l i t a r y  l eaders  on  9 Augus t ,  making t h e  
same p o i n t s ,  L i n  emphas ized  a g a i n  and  a g a i n  i n  t h i s  
s p e e c h  t h a t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  PLA l e a d e r s  
must  make no  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  on tReir own, b u t  m u s t  
c lear  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h  Mao, Chou, or t h e  CRG. Not o n l y  
was t h e  PLA s t i l l  f o r b i d d e n  t o  u s e  armed force, i t  was 
set  b a c k  a l l  t h e  way to the 6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e ,  



! 

T h i s  l i n e  was to  be s t a t e d  even  more s t r o n g l y  l a t e r ,  i n  
b o t h  August  a n d  September .  

Immedia t e ly  f o l l o w i n g ,  i n  mid-August,  t h e r e  was 
' a r e s u m p t i o n  of heavy p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  o n  Hsiao Hua, t h e  

I a t t a c k e d  ear l ier  i n  t h e  y e a r  b u t  had been  de fended  by 
I p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a n d  had s u r v i v e d .  Denounced a l o n g  w i t h  
/ H s i a o  were two of t h e  f o u r  a c t i v e  d e p u t y  directors o f  
' t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t ,  Fu Chung and Hsu L i -ch ing .  Hsiao and 
I t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w e r e  a c c u s e d  i n  g e n e r a l  terms of c a r r y i n g  
i o n  t h e  Liu/Teng l i n e  and of o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y ,  
I and  of a specific b u t  u n c l e a r  o f f e n s e  ( l l b l o c k i n g  informa- 
1 t i o n " )  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  h a n d l i n g  of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  
1 A l s o  a t t a c k e d  i n  posters were Hsu Hs iang-ch ien  ( a g a i n ) ,  
1 Peng Shao-hui  (a d e p u t y  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ) ,  T s u i  Tien-min 

( p o l i t i c a l  officer of t h e  Rai lway Corps), Wu Kuo-hua 
(commander of t h e  A r t i l l e r y  H e a d q u a r t e r s ) ,  and  Wu T z u - l i  
( d e p u t y  commander of t h e  Hunan MI); none of these except 
Hsu was known t o  have  been  unde r  a t t a c k  p r e v i o u s l y .  A t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  unsourced  a n d  unconf i rmed b u t  
n o t  i n c r e d i b l e  r e p o r t  t h a t  Wang L i  of t h e  CRG h a d  r e c e n t l y  

1 asserted t h a t  t h e  commander of t h e  Nanking M i l i t a r y  Region 
(Hsu Shih-yu)  and  t h e  commander of t h e  Foochow M i l i t a r y  
Region  ( b e l i e v e d  t o  be Han Hsien-chu)  were tlopposed to" 
t h e  c e n t r a l  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  ( T h i s  r e p o r t ,  
if t r u e ,  may have  reflected t h e i r  b e h a v i o r  a t  t h e  l a t e  
J u l y  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  P e k i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  o n e  of t h e s e  two 
--Han--was r e p o r t e d  there.)* 

Those of t h e s e  t e n  who had b e e n  i n  t h e  news ( s e v e r a l  1 
I 
a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  Army Day, 1 Augus t )  d i d  n o t  r e a p p e a r  i n  
August .  A l though  Hsiao was reported a s  r e a p p e a r i n g  b r i e f l y  

' i n  e a r l y  Sep tember ,  i n  mid-August Chou E n - l a i  (who had 
/ d e f e n d e d  Hsiao i n  J a n u a r y )  r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t  H s i a o  had 

- 1  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  who had been 

I 

I 

*Wang L i  himsei-arently f e l l  from f a v o r  i n  l a t e  
August or September ,  I t  may b e  t h a t  Mao and L i n  found 
i n  favor  of t h e s e  two r e g i o n a l  commanders and  pun i shed  
Wang L i  . for t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  among other  t h i n g s .  
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been  s e t  a s i d e ,  and  a t  t h e  same time Madame Mao (who had 
a t t a c k e d  H s i a o  i n  January.)  r e p o r t e d l y  c a l l e d  for  f r e s h  
c r i t i c i sm of Hsiao for  h i s  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f t c u l t u r a l  . 
r e v o l u t i o n . "  As n o t e d  ear l ier ,  it would n o t  have been  
s u r p r i s i n g  i f  Hsiao had f a l l e n  l o n g  before, b e c a u s e  h e  
had l o n g  been  i n  one  of t h e  most d a n g e r o u s  j obs  i n  t h e  
C h i n e s e  p a r t y  ( a l l  p o s t s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t  and 
t h e  propaganda  d e p a r t m e n t  a r e  a b n o r m a l l y  h a z a r d o u s ) ,  and  
two of his d e p u t i e s  (L iang  Pi -yeh  and L i u  Chih-chien)  had 
i n  f a c t  been  purged  i n  1966 f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  "errors" 
i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ;  whereas i n  

I J a n u a r y  Mao and  L i n  Pia0 had blocked t h e  pu rge  of H s i a o ,  
I i n  Augus t  t h e y  were a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  h o l d  Hsiao and  
I two of h i s  r e m a i n i n g  d e p u t i e s  (Fu ahd  Hsu) r e s p o n s i b l e  
I t o  some d e g r e e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  Wuhan 

1 

M i l i t a r y  Region .  (Hs iao  was n o t ,  p re sumab ly ,  made a s c a p e -  
goa t  f o r  " lef t is t t f  errors ,  i.= t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  l i n e  
toward t h e  PLA s i n c e  l a t e  ,March. He f e l l  before  t h e  l i n e  
changed ,  and  r e p o r t e d l y  for  f u r t h e r  " r i g h t i s t "  m i s t a k e s .  ) 
Hsu Hs iang-ch ien ,  one t ime  head of t h e  PLA/CRG, had been  
o u t  of f a v o r  for months, denounced p e r i o d i c a l l y .  The rea- 
s o n s  f o r  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  d e p u t y  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and t h e  com- 
manders of t h e  r a i l w a y  and  a r t i l l e r y  forces were n o t  c l e a r ,  
b u t  a l l  m i g h t  have f a i l e d  i n  a s s i g n m e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  The Nanking commander ( o u t  of s i g h t  f o r  
mon ths ) ,  t h e  Foochow commander (still  v i s i b l e  i n  e a r l y  
A u g u s t ) ,  and t h e  Hunan d e p u t y  commander a l l  c o u l d  have  
been  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  d i sorders  there,  
c h a r g e d  i n t e r  a l i a  w i t h  s u p p o r t i n g  " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  ele- 
ments ,  I n  a l l ,  t h e  August  p u r g e  seemed a l s o  an over-  
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  a n  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  w h i c h  
Mao and L i n  m i g h t  have second  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t .  

A S h i f t  i n  E m p h a s i s ,  L a t e  August  1967 . 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  mid-August, a c c o r d i n g  t o  posters ,  
Mao h i m s e l f  offered a n  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  

by t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  was of Mae's c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  
get--was ge t t i ng - -Ch ina  i n t o  good s h a p e  a n  area a t  a time. 
S u r v e y i n g  t h e  s c e n e  i n  terms of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  geo- 
g raph ic  r e g i o n s  and m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and  s t a t i n g  
h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  r e c e n t  deve lopmen t s  (e .g . ,  r e o r g a n i -  

I " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The dominant  i m p r e s s i o n  g i v e n  

I 
I z a t i o n s  of m i l i t a r y  commands), Mao seemed to  be e x p r e s s i n g  
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c o n f i d e n c e  a l so  t h a t  he had rel 'iable l e a d e r s  i n  p l a c e  i n  
most of t h e  key  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commands (he e x p r e s s l y  
c i t e d  those i n  Chahgtu and  Canton ,  two of t h e  most d i s -  
t u r b e d  a reas ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  men t ion ,  however,  t h e  Nanking 
o r  Foochow h e a d q u a r t e r s  (both of which  had r e p o r t e d l y  
been  denounced by a n  off icer  of t h e  CRG),  d i d  n o t  s p e a k  
d i r e c t l y  of t h e  Kunming h e a d q u a r t e r s  (wh ich  had r e c e n t l y  
been  v i s i t e d  b y  H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  and  perhaps 
r e o r g a n i z e d ) ,  a n d ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  three large 11autonomous71 
r e g i o n s , s a i d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  T i b e t .  
item re l a t ed  t o  S i n k i a n g ;  Mao r e p o r t e d l y  e x p r e s s e d  a l ack  
of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Wang En-mao and  implied s t r o n g l y  tha- 
P e k i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  move a g a i n s t  Wang s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ) , *  
t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  h i s  contempt  f o r  Wang's c a p a b i l i t i e s  for  

.. 

The most s e n s a t i o n a l  

r e s i s t a n c e !  i I  i' . .  
I 

Beginn ing  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  mid-August, there was a 
s h i f t  back t o  t h e  emphasis on measu res  t o ' c o n t r a l  disl-:.  
order. W h i l e  Pek ing  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p e a k  of a "life-or- 
death" c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and t o  c a l l  for a ' ? r u t h l e s s  s t r u g -  
gle" a g a i n s t  t h e  forces  symbolized by L i u  Shao-chi ,  i t  
reaffirmed P e k i n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  b r i n g  unde r  be t t e r  con- 
t r o l  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y l l  f o r c e s  engaged i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  

*It may be c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  Mao's expressed s a t i s f a c t i o n  
was i n s i n c e r e  or uninformed, .  in view of t h e  s e r i o u s  d i s -  
orders c o n t i n u i n g  a t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s ,  and  i n  viaw of Mao'S 
also-expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h i s  d i s o r d e r .  We 
agree, however,  w i t h  those o b s e r v e r s  (e.g., of t h e  Depar t -  
ment of Sta t e )  who have con tended  t h a t  Mao a l l  a l o n g  h a s  
s e e n  a large degree of disorder  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  "revo-  
l u t i o n , l l  and  has  been c o n f i d e n t  of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  keep 
China a s  a whole from g e t t i n g  o u t  of c o n t r o l .  I n  t h e  
words of a State Department o b s e r v e r , *  t h e  d i s o r d e r s  i n  
China have t a k e n  place i n  a "framework of c o n t r o l " ;  a s  
of mid-August, ho,wever, t h e  d i sorders  seemed t o  be spread- 
i n g  o n  s u c h  a scale a s  to  endanger  t h e  framework i t s e l f .  
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and t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c o n t i n u i n g  t he i r  " c i v i l  war." 
of t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  Red Guards was o b s e r v e d  i n  a v e r y  
l o w  key,  and  in t h e  n e x t  week there were s e v e r a l  s ta te -  
men t s  of t h e  h i g h  reg 'a rd  of Mao's team f o r  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  
of t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e . "  For example, P9o le s D a i l y  
on 19 August  condemned t h e  e x c e s s i v e  c l a i m s - d k i k  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s ,  Red Flag on t h e  same d a t e  g a v e  g r e a t  p ra i se  
t o  t h e  PLA a n - i m z e d  t h e  PLA's "mistakes," and Peoples 
D a i l y  on  18 and 25 August  a r g u e d  a g a i n  t h a t  most p a r t y  . 
ZZEGs were good a n d . t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  s h o u l d  make ' 
"bold" u s e  of them. Of g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n  t h a t  I t  
s u g g e s t e d  a t  l e a s t  a pos tponement  of a n y  f u r t h e r  pu rge  
of t h e  PLA, other  p a r t y  j o u r n a l s  s t r o n g l y  condemned those  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who saw a "new stagerf i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  wh ich  t h e y  would be f ree  t o  "drag o u t "  l eaders  of t"he 
PLA, and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  condemend those who i n t e n d e d  to 
t r a v e l  a b o u t  China  d o i n g  t h i s .  And it was o n  25 August ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a t e r  posters ,  t h a t  Mao h i m s e l f  r e v i v e d  t h e  
p u b l i c  campaign t o  f ' s u p p o r t  t h e  PLA and l o v e  t h e  people." 
T h e s e  v a r i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s  were a p p a r e n t l y  d e s i g n e d  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  c a n c e l  Madame Mao's 22 J u l y  e x h o r t a t i o n  to  
t h e  "rebels" t o  arm t h e m s e l v e s  and t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  l i n e  
t a k e n  i n  t h e  30 J u l y  Red Flag on t h e  need t o  b r i n g  down 
a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e w a n d  were d e s i g n e d  i n  g e n e r a l  
t o  deter t h e  "rebels" from s e i z i n g  arms from t h e  PLA and 
from a t t a c k i n g  PLA p e r s o n n e l ,  

T h n  August  a n n i v e r s a r y  

The re  were a t  l eas t  two g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r ebe l s?* - -ma in ly  t h e  Red Guards--in t h i s  
per iod  w h i c h  g a v e  s h a r p  e x p r e s s i o n  to  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  i n  
t h e  press. On 2 2 . A u g u s t ,  s p e a k i n g  i n  P e k i n g ,  H s i e h  Fu- 
c h i h  t o l d  them ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  P e k i n g  r a d i o )  t h a t  "now is 
n o t  t h e  t i m e  t o  go o u t  t o  stir up winds  and  k i n d l e  fires," 
t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  "sit down and t h i n k , "  s t o p  t h e i r  " c i v i l  
wars" and " u n i t e "  t o  car ry  o u t  t h e  "mass cr i t ic ism and 
r e p u d i a t i o n "  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a l r e a d y  I n  o f f i c i a l  d i s -  
f a v o r .  ( I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  there were reports t h a t  Mao 
and  Chou had se t  v a r i o u s  d e a d l i n e s  f o r  a n  end  to  v i o l e n t  
s t ruggles  among "rebel" g r o u p s ,  and  would order t h e  PLA 
t o  i n t e r v e n e  where  t h i s  was n o t  m e t . )  
c a l  impor t ance .  I 

Of g rea te r  p r a c t i -  
I 11 ih t h e  l a s t  w e e K  or AUg u s t  P e k i n g  i s s u e d  a d i r e t t i v e  
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t o  V e v o l u t  i o n a r y "  g r o u p s  eve rywhere  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  1 weapons t o  loca l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The d i r e c t i v e  
I was a t t r i b u t e d  to  Mao h i m s e l f ,  and t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  
I d o u b t  t h a t  Mao a t  l ea s t  approved  i t .  

I A s  a s i m i l a r  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p ,  P e k i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i ts  
' ef for t s  t o  "mediate1'  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of t h e  most s e r $ o u s  

disorder. I t  was c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Kuan Feng (back 
1 from t h e  Northeast and  Wang L i  ( second-ranking  i n  H s i e h  
I F u - c h i h ' s  earlier d e l e g a t i o n )  were i n  Szechuan a s  of 25 

August  t r y i n g  t o  mediate between t h e  w a r r i n g  Red Guard ! o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  wha teve r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  had been  made by ' I H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Ju ly- -e .g . ,  a cease-fire agreement -  
had o b v i o u s l y  b roken  down. Reports from Canton  l a te r  

I 

i' 

.._ 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  d e l e g a t i o n  was i n  Canton  a t  a b o u t  
t h e  same t i m e ;  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  may have  i n c l u d e d  Chou En- 
l a i ,  and  a t  l eas t  bore i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Chou. T h e r e  were 
credible reports t h a t  Chou had ordered t h e  w a r r i n g  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  t o  s top  f i g h t i n g  and  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  weapons 
( a s  Peking 's  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  was soon  t o  order a l l  
f l r e v o l u t i o n a r l e s l l  t o  d o ) ,  and  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  was 
t a k i n g  prac t tca l  s teps  t o  compose t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween 
t h e  main c o m b a t a n t s  and between them and t h e  PLA there. 
(The d e l e g a t i o n  may a l s o  have made some s t r o n g  remarks 
t o  PLA leaders i n  Canton-- i f ,  t h a t  is, t h e y  a c c e p t e d  Red 
Guard reports t h 4 t  some of t h e s e  leaders were d e l i b e r a t e l y  
a r m i n g  some of t h e  w a r r i n g  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s . )  I t  
was a l so  reported t h a t  H s i e h  Fu-chih  was l e a d i n g  a n o t h e r  
d e l e g a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  F u k i e n ,  
a n o t h e r  t r o u b l e d  a rea ;  t h i s  report  was unconf i rmed ,  how- 
e v e r ,  and may s i m p l y  have reflected t h e  source's knowledge 

, of H s i e h '  s ear l ie r  m i s s i o n s  elsewhere. 

P e k i n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  g i v e  arms t o  r e l i a b l e  Red Guard 
g roups :  two of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  g r o u p s  i n  Peking-- those  
of t h e  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  and  of Ts inghua  Un ive r s i ty - -were  
r e p o r t e d l y  a c t u a l l y  g i v e n  them and  repor t s  from Canton  
 specified t h a t  some Red Guards there were g i v e n  arms  t o  
he lp  p u t  down g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y .  I t  
was a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n ,  however,  to  a l l o w  
"rebel" g r o u p s  t o  u s e  these weapons a g a i n s t  t h e i r  p o l i t i -  
c a l  o p p o n e n t s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  proscr ibed  a s  
, " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  o r  ' l r e F c t i o n a r y .  ' 1  

I At t h e  same time there were f u r t h e r  repor t s  of 

i 
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The team i n  P e k i n g  a l so  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e  process 
of r e o r g a n i z i n g  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e g i o n a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and 
loca l  commands, F o l l o w i n g  Kuan F e n g ' s  t r i p  t o  t h e  N o r t h -  
e a s t ,  p o s t e r s  s ta ted t h a t  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  Bureau of t h e  
p a r t y  had been l t suspended l t  (its first s e c r e t a r y  was a l -  
r e a d y  i n  P e k i n g ) ,  and  t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  i n  Anshan re- 
moved, and t h a t  t h e  c i t y  was t o  be placed unde r  a m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l  commission headed by two of f icers  of t h e  3 9 t h  Army. 
Changes may have  been  made i n  t h e  Canton  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s  
by t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  of l a t e  Augus t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Canton com- 
mander ,  Huang Yun-sheng, who remained  i n  P e k i n g ,  seemed 
i n  good f a v o r .  Mae's r e p o r t e d  remarks on  S i n k i a n g  in -  
d i c a t e d  t h a t  c h a n g e s  were soon t o  be made there (by force 
if n e c e s s a r y ) ,  a n d  Red Guards were s o o n  reported t o  be 
d e p a r t i n g  for S i n k i a n g  a g a i n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was some 
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  changes  had been;ma'de i n  t h e  lead- 
e r s h i p  of the Kansu MD. 

T h e r e  was still, however,  widespread d i s o r d e r  a t  
t h e  end of Augus t ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  by 
P e k i n g  d i d  n o t  add u p  t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  r e s p o n s e .  T h e r e  
were fewer p r o v i n c e s  t h a n  i n  mid-July i n  w h i c h  s e r i o u s  
d i so rde r  was r e p o r t e d  ( abou t  e i g h t ) ,  b u t  i n  most of these 
t h e  f i g h t i n g  was of a more s e r i o u s  s o r t - - u s i n g  h e a v i e r  
weapons . ( r i f l e s  and  machine-guns by t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t t  
and  r e p o r t e d l y  e v e n  a r t i l l e r y  and t a n k s  by PLA forces  i n -  
vo lved  i n  t h e  a c t i o n ) ,  and r e s u l t i n g  i n  much h e a v i e r  
c a s u a l t i e s .  To break i t  down by m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  a g a i n :  
i n  t h e  Pek ing  MR, P e k i n g  i t s e l f ,  t h e  rest of Hopei, and 
S h a n s i  c o n t i n u e d  q u i e t ,  a s  d i d  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  I n n e r  
Mongolian M F t ;  i n  t h e  Mukden M R ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  K i r i n  
had improved ,  b u t  heavy f i g h t i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  L i a o n i n g  
and  had a p p e a r e d  i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  (a supposedly  s t a b l e  area 
w i t h  a r e c o g n i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee); t h e  T s i n a n  
M R  c o n t i n u e d  to  be q u i e t ;  i n  t h e  Nanking MR, Anhwei was 
q u i e t ,  b u t  there was still much v i o l e n c e  i n  both Kiangsu 
( e s p e c i a l l y  Nanking and Shangha i )  and Chek iang  ( e s p e c i 8 l l y  
Wenchow); i n  t h e  Foochow MR, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  K i a n g s i  had 
a p p a r e n t l y  improved c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  K i a n g s i  MD, but v i o l e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  F u k i e n ,  a l -  
though p e r h a p s  r e d u c e d ;  i n  t h e  Canton MR, t h e r e  was now 
heavy f i g h t i n g  i n  Kwangtung ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Can ton  i t s e l f )  

I 
l and i n  Hunan (still  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Changsha ) ,  and  disorders 
I 

I 
I 
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c o n t i n u e d  i n  Kwangsi; i n  t h e  Wuhan MR, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  re- 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h a t  command a n d  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
i n  Hupei  and Honan, there was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  improvement 
i n  b o t h  Hupei and Honan; i n  t h e  Kunming MR, Kweichow con- 
t i n u e d  q u i e t ,  b u t  i n  Yunnan t h e  cease-fire ag reemen t  of 
e a r l y  J u l y  had a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  b r o k e n  and heavy f i g h t i n g  
was r epor t ed .  I n  t h e  Chengtu MR, which had been  v i s i t e d  
by t w o  d e l e g a t i o n s  from P e k i n g ,  t h e  h e a v i e s t  f i g h t i n g  
any*re i n  China was reported, and  lesser disorders  con- 
t i n u e d  i n  T i b e t  (a lso u n d e r  Chang Kuo-hua's command); 
in the  Lanchow MR, ShenSi ,  T s i n g h a i  and N i n g h s i a  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  be p r e t t y  q u i e t ,  but d i so rde r  had r e p o r t e d l y  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  Kansu; f i n a l l y ,  i n  S i n k i a n g ,  fewer c l a s h e s  
were reported,  b u t  i n  t h i s  area P e k i n g  m i g h t  have  welcomed 
more. D e n u n c i a t i o n s  of local  m i l i t a r y  leaders  by llrebeltt 
g r o u p s  c o n t i n u e d ,  and  i n  some cases the re  was r e a s o n  t o  
b e l i e v e  t lrebelt t  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  some m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  were 
g i v i n g  arms to  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  tvrebellt g roups .  T h e r e  were 
h a n y  more reports of a t t a c k s  by tlrebeltt g r o u p s  on  l oca l  
PLA u n i t s ,  a t t acks  aimed a t  g e t t i n g  weapons o r  g a i n i n g  
vengeance  or both.  T h e r e  were a few r e p o r t s  of s u c c e s s -  
f u l  PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n  between tlrebeltf g r o u p s ,  and some 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a few i n d i v i d u a l  PLA commanders had b e e n  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  u s e  and  had i n  f a c t  used  armed force i n  
s u c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  ( i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  there was no  good 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  PLA u n i t s  were f i g h t i n g  one  a n o t h e r ) ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were a l s o  repor t s  from o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  PLA u n i t s  
were s t a n d i n g  c lear  i f  armed f q k e  was r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  l a c k e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  $d!u'se i t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  PLA 
would i n t e r v e n e  o n l y  if P e k i n g ' s  orders wBEe  n o t  complied 
w i t h  i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  (eeg. t h e  order t o  t u r n  i n  wea- 
p o n s ) .  

I t  was n o t  poss ib le  t o  get  a c l ea r  p i c t u r e  of a l l  
t h i s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of t h e  PLA1s ro le  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of 
grea tes t  d i s o r d e r .  Moreover ,  i t  was n o t  a t  a l l  c lear  
how much of t h e  d i so rde r  was p r e c i p i t a t e d  by r e c e n t  P e k i n g  
d e c i s i o n s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  m i l i t a n t  ttrebeltt g r o u p s  and  a d v e r s e  
t o  other p o w e r f u l  g r o u p s ,  how much by Madame Mao's exhdr- 
t a t i o n s  and Army Day pronouncements  w h i c h  i n  e f fec t  had 
encouraged  f r e s h  ttrebeltt a t t a c k s  on t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and  

,how much by t h e  fears of i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  l eaders  t h a t  
t h e y  had been marked for a pu rge .  About a l l  t h a t  was c lear  
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was t h a t  there was s t i l l  heavy f i g h t i n g  i n  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  
p rov inces -L iaon ing  and H e i l u n g k i a n g  i n  t h e  Northeast ,  
Kiangsu  and  Chekiang  i n  E a s t  C h i n a ,  Kwangtung and Hunan 
i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  and  Yunnan and  Chengtu i n  t h e  Sou thwes t ,  
and  t h a t  P e k i n g ' s  v a r i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  d i d  
n o t  promise to  c o n t r o l  t h e  disorder .  Even where local  
PLA commanders had no  s take  i n  t h e  d i sorder  and w i s h e d  
t o  end  i t ,  t h e  PLA a s  a whole  c o n t i n u e d  t o  lack a n  
order--a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e - - w h i c h  would permi t  it t o  
u s e  wha teve r  d e g r e e  of armed force was n e c e s s a r y  t o  en- 
force P e k i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n s  o r  even  t o  protect itself a g a i n s t  
p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k .  

E f f e c t i v e  E f f o r t s  A g a i n s t  D i s o r d e r ,  September 1967 
i ' a  , 

September opened w i t h  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Mao's teatn 
i n  P e k i n g  would c o n t i n u e ,  r e i n f o r c e  and  augment t h e  mea- 
s u r e s  t a k e n  i n  J u l y  and  August t o  restore order. I 

On 1 September Chou En-la1 and  other leaders  a g a i n  
t o l d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" to  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  schools  
and  u n i t s ,  and w i t h i n  a d a y  or t w o  Chou was reported t o  
be i n  Canton a g a i n  a t  t h e  head of a n o t h e r  m e d i a t i o n  m i s -  
s i o n .  L e a f l e t s  s i g n e d  by Chou were s o o n  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  
Canton ,  p r a i h i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
h a l t  t h e i r  b a t t l e s  w i t h  one a n o t h e r ,  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  r a d i o s  
announced t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  sf a d d i t i o n a l  agreemebnts on 
f f d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  by force.  Emphasizing 
a f e a t u r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be common t o  a l l  s u c h  ag reemen t s  
(on t h e  Yunnan model) ,  p r o v i n c i a l  radios  re i te ra ted  t h a t  
i t  was f o r b i d d e n  t o  a t tack  or  i n v a d e  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n s  or t o  s t ea l  weapons and  ammunition from t h e m ,  and  
- - fo l lowing  u p  t h e  reported d i r e c t i v e  of l a t e  August-- that  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  must  t u r n  i n  a l l  t h e  weapons t h e y  a l -  
r e a d y  h a d ,  except ( sa id  t h e  r a d i o  i n  K i a n g s i ,  one  of t h e  
places  where  re l iab le  g r o u p s  had been  g i v e n  arms) " those 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses who have  been  arm- a p l anned  and  
step-by-step way w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  commit- 
tee" th rough  t h e  loca l  g o v e r n i n g  bodies. 
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d a i l y  a f f a i r s  and  who seemed i n  good favor  w i t h  b o t h  Mao 
and L i n  (and ,  for t h a t  matter,  w i t h  a t  l ea s t  one--Madame 
Mao--of t h e  o t h e r  members of Mao's team b e s i d e s  Mao and 
L i n  who seemed to  q u a l i f y  best fo r  t h e  label  of " u l t r a -  

I *This is a t r i c k y  report, however. I t  w i l l  b e  r e c a l l e d  
I t h a t  t h e  PLA/CRG, p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n a l l y  headed by L i u  Chih- 
; c h i e n  (pu rged  i n  l a t e  1 9 6 6 ) ,  was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  J a n u a r y  
11967 u n d e r  Hsu Hsiang-chien ,  a m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  w i t h  
1 h i s  d e p u t i e s  r e p o r t e d  to.  be Hsiao Hua, Yang Cheng-wu, ' Wang H s i n - t i n g ,  Hsu L i -ch ing ,  Kuan Feng ,  Hs ieh  Tang-chung 

and L i  Man-tsun, a l l  b u t  o n e  of whom (Yang) was a p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r .  Hsu p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  PLA/CRG ( a l t h o u g h  Madame 

'Ma0 was t h e  d e  f ac to  c h i e f )  i n  a p e r i o d  i n  which  P e k i n g  
was e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  PLA t o  b e  tough on t h e  m i l i t a n t  l lrebels, l l  

, a n d  was set  a s i d e  when t h a t  l i n e  changed  a t  t h e  end  of 
March; f r o m  mid-Apr i l ,  t h e  PLA/CRG was s a i d  (by t h e  Madame) 
t o  be  unde r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Hsiao and Yang, t h e  two rank-  
i n g  d e p u t i e s ,  and Hs ieh  Fu-chih,  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

t w i t h  t h e  g r o u p .  Hsiao h i m s e l f  was f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  down 
1 ( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page  141)  
I 

I -140- ' 

j 
I '  

\ 

. .. 

. .  

. 

. .  



I 
I 

I 

i 
I 

I 

I 

. .  

.. . 

On 5 September, Mao's team f i n a l l y  g a v e  t h e  PLA 
a s e r i o u s  weapon w i t h  w h i c h  t o  b r i n g  disorders u n d e r  con- 
trol--the express a u t h o r i t y  t o  open  f i r e  o n  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s .  O r i g i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  p e r m i t t i n g  the  PLA t o  
open  f i r e  o n  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  offered " r e s i s t a n c e "  
of a n y  k i n d ,  t h e  5 September d i r e c k i v e  was l a t e r  reported 
a s  pegged more n a r r o w l y  t o  t h e  u s e  of m i l i t a r y  force a g a i n s t  
attempts t o  seize weapons and other  materiel  from t h e  PLA. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  seemed p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  t o  be 
one  w h i c h  could ,  be used  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  l a t e  August  
d i r e c t i v e ,  t h a t  is i n  s u p p o r t  of the PLA's e f f o r t  t o  r e c o v e r  
weapons fram mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and  a l s o  a s  a j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  f o r  r e p e l l i n g  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  of any  k i n d  on  PLA 
p e r s o n n e l  and i n s t a l l a t i o n s  ( a s  t h e  a t t a c k s  c o u l d  p l a u s i b l y  
be sa id  t o  be d e s i g n e d  t o  c a p t u r e  weapons) ,  and-- i f  a 
l i b e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  were a u t h o r i z e d  by Peking--as  a 

f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 140) 
i n  J u l y  o r  Augus t ,  a l s o  for  " r i g h t i s t "  errors ,  b u t  Yang 
a n d  H s i e h  c o n t i n u e d  i n  h i g h  f a v o r .  The 1 September  report-- 
poss ib ly  from posters--said t h a t  three o ther  of t h e  d e p u t i e s  
a s  of J a n u a r y  and A p r i l  (Hsu L i - c h i n g ,  H s i e h  Tang-chung, 
and  L i  Man-tsun) had been u n d e r  c r i t i c i sm s i n c e  A p r i l  and  
were now i n a c t i v e ,  and t h a t  t h e  PLA/CRC was now' unde r  t h e  
t t c o n t r o l "  of Wu Fa -hs i en ,  commander of t h e  CCAF, Chiu  Hui- 
t so ,  director  of t h e  Rear S e r v i c e s  Department  who h a d '  
s u r v i v e d  Red Guard d e n u n c i a t i o n s  in e a r l y  1967, Chang 
Hsiu-chuan,  d i rector  of t h e  Navy's  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t  
who had a l s o  s u r v i v e d  s u c h  a t tacks ,  and Y e h  Chun, L i n  
P i a o ' s  wi fe  (and a p r e v i o u s  member of t h e  PLA/CRG). I t  
was n o t  e x p l a i n e d  what  r o l e s  Yang Cheng-wu and H s i e h  Fu- 
c h i h  were now t o  p lay .  N e i t h e r  was i t  e v i d e n t  on t h e  face 
of i t ,  even  i f  t h e  reported new o f f i ce r s  were a c c e p t e d ,  
t h a t  t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG wou Id n e c e s s a r i l y  be sympa- 
t h e t i c  t o  t h e  problems of t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  as 
p r e v i o u s  l e a d e r s  of t h e  PLA/CRG ( i n c l u d i n g  Hsiao) had 
been  b r o u g h t  down fo r  showing s y m p a t h i e s  of j u s t  t h i s  
s o r t ,  and Madame Mao probably c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  d e  f a c t o  
chief .  However, some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  was s o o n  p r o v i d e d  
by Madame Mao herself .  , 



d u s t i f i c a t i o n  for t h e  u s e  of armed force t o  e n f o r c e  c e a s e -  
f i r e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  a g r e e m e n t s  o n  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of armed 
s t r u g g l e  and  t h e  amalgamat ion  of "rebel" g r o u p s ,  and Pek- 
i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n s  i n  f a v o r  of i n d i v i d u a l  *frebel" g r o u p s  
'over  others.  (I t  c o u l d  a l s o  be u s e d ,  of course, by  a 
d e f i a n t  PLA leader a s  a n  e x c u s e  t o  disarm t h e  groups op- 
p o s i n g  h i s  trown" mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  a commander i n  
open  d e f i a n c e  of Pek ing  would a l r e a d y  be beyond l e g a l i s m s . )  
'The first r e p o r t i n g  and l a t e r  r e p o r t i n g  agreed t h a t  t h e  
' d i r e c t i v e - - e n d o r s e d  by  Mao personal ly--cal led upon PLA 
u n i t s  to t r y  f irst  t o  d i s s u a d e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e n  
, t o  f i re  w a r n i n g  s h o t s ,  t h e n  t o  attempt arrests,  and o n l y  
, t h e n  to shoot t o  k i l l .  

l 

I 

I On t h e  sarne.day t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was i s s u e d ,  
IMadame Mao, s p e a k i n g  for Ma0 i n  h i s  c o n t i n u e d  a b s e n c e ,  
made i t  o f f i c i a l  t h a t  Mao's team was now s e r i o u s  about 
p u t t i n g  a n  end  t o  d i s o r d e r ,  encouraged  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  
members of t h e  team were u n i t e d  on  t h i s  (and conf i rmed  
t h a t  Chou E n - l a i  specif ically--almost c e r t a i n l y  a leader 
i n  good f a v o r  w i t h  PLA leaders--wasstill a leader of t h e  
team), and  a l so  encouraged  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  t h e  5 September 
d i r e c t i v e  a g g r e s s i v e l y  t o  restore order.* S p e a k i n g  to  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  from Anhwei (summoned t o  P e k i n g  t o  
c o n c l u d e  a " u n i t y "  a g r e e m e n t ) ,  t h e  Madame repor t ed ly  began  
b y  a s s o c i a t i n g  herself w i t h  Maots own a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  
o v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n  ("very good"), and w i t h  Mae's m e t h o d i c a l  
approach (" the  c e n t e r  is s o l v i n g  t h e  problems of o n e  pro- 
v i n c e  a t  a time"). S h e  went  on t o  condemn " s t r u g g l e  b y  
force," e x p r e s s l y  w i t h d r a w i n g  ( w i t h o u t  acknowledg ing)  tyr 
own e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  rebel groups i n  l a t e  J u l y  t o  arm them- 
s e l v e s  for  "defensp"  (and l a t e r  in h e r  speech t o l d  t h e  
llrebelsll t o  s t o p  t r a v e l l i n g  a round  China  and  a p p e a l e d  t o  

*Moreover,  i t  was l a t e r  reported t h a t  on o r  a b o u t  t h i s  
date--the poster s o u r c e  g i v e s  4 September-Mao o r i g i n a t e d  
y e t  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  c a l l i n g  fo r  punishment  of libad ele- 
ments" i n s t i g a t i n g  d i sorder  and c o m m i t t i n g  spec i f i c  crimes; 
Mao's d i r e c t i v e - r e p o r t e d l y  a s s i g n e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
fo r  f i n d i n g  and p u n i s h i n g  s u c h  people to  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. 
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I1rebeltt g r o u p s  t o  take v a r i o u s  measures  t o  r e c o n c i l e  them- 
selves w i t h  one a n o t h e r ) .  She t h e n  spoke  of t h e  t h r e a t s  
t o  Mao's leadersh ip  from b o t h  t h e  " r i g h t "  a n d  t h e  "ext reme 
' l e f t ' , ) '  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  denounced t h e  proscribed '16 
May' g r o u p  which  ( s h e  sa id)  had c o n c e n t r a t e d  its a t t a c k  
on Chou En- l a i  bqt had "collected black material  on  a l l  
of us t f  ( p e r h a p s  meaning a l l  of t h e  leaders  of t h e  CRG),* 

ber speech a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  a d e f e n s e  of t h e  PLA a n d  a warn- 
i n g  t o  t h o s e  a t t a c k i n g  i t .  S h e  added h e r  own v o i c e  t o  
those denouncing  t h e  s l o g a n  of " g e t t i n g  hold of a h a n d f u l  
i n  t h e  army," c r i t i c i zed  those who had a t t a c k e d  t h e  PLA 
( a p p a r e n t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e n s i f  l e d  a t t a c k s  i n  r e c e n t  
weeks .which h e r  own ear l ie r  l i n e  had e n c o u r a g e d ) ,  p r a i s e d  
t h e  f o r e b e a r a n c e  of t h e  PLA i n  t h e  face of i n s u l t s ,  b e a t -  .''v 
ings, and s e i z u r e  of t h e i r  weapons,  emphasized t h e  a b s o l u t e  
i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y  of a t t a c k i n g  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and  
e n d o r s e d  t h e  5 September d i r e c t i v e  a s  a "dead ly  order!' 

The Madame d e v o t e d  t h e  l a rges t  p a r t  of h e r  5 Septem- 

*The Madame also denounced t h e  u n s p e c i f  l e d  "behind-  
the - scenes"  s p o n s o r s  of t h i s  g r o u p ,  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  Mao's 
team would soon  p u r g e  some of its own " u l t r a - l e f t "  mem- 
bers. A s  t h e  Madame, Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng a l l  
a p p e a r e d  t o  be s t i l l  I n  h i g h  f a v o r ,  P e k i n g  would presum- 
a b l y  have t o  p roduce  some lesser f i g u r e s  as t h e  scape- 
goats. The re  was ,  however,  a s e n s a t i o n a l  p o s t e r  report-  
i n g  a d i r e c t i v e  f r o m . L i n  P i a o  which minimized t h e  f a i l i n g s  
of t h i s  g roup ,  and  there was a t  t h e  same t i m e  a "rumortt 
t h a t  L i n t s  w i f e  (Yeh Chun) was i n  charge of a g r o u p  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  MAC d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t a c k  Chou. Some o b s e r v e r s  con- 
j e c t u r e d  t h a t  L i n  Piao h i m s e l f  may have been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
l f u l t r a - l e f t i s t , t l  a l t h o u g h  there seemed no good r e a s o n ,  
even  on t h e  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  t i n  wi shed  t o  r i d  h i m s e l f  
of Chou a s  a p r e s u m p t i v e  r i v a l ,  why Lin  s h o u l d  choose t h i s  
u n r e l i a b l e  and dange rous  means of d o i n g  i t ;  i t  may be 
t h a t  t h e  p o s t e r ,  i f  a c c u r a t e  a t  a l l ,  reflected a n  ear l ier  
p e r i o d  when t h i s  g r o u p  was n o t  i n  o f f i c i a l  d i s f a v o r .  

I I 
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a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  PLA to l l s t r i k e  back" a t  those who attempted 
t o  seize t h e i r  weapons. The Madame r e p o r t e d l y  c o n c l u d e d  
w i t h  an  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committeesv1 were a l s o  u n d e r  a t t a c k  by some e l e m e n t s ,  
and  a r e a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  P e k i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  set  up  these 
committees m e t h o d i c a l l y .  

Madame Maols s p e e c h  had p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
bo th  fo r  t h e  PUIS role i n  the I t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and  
for t h e  progress of t h e  1 9 r e v o l u t i o n 1 t  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  
p u r g e )  i n  t h e  PLA i t se l f .  The PLA was p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  
b e i n g  t o l d ,  by a n  u n q u e s t i o n e d  spokesman for Mao, t h a t  
i t  c o u l d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  5 September  d i r e c t i v e  l i b e r a l l y  

to ld ,  by * the  dominant  f i g u r e  of t h e  body ( t h e  PLA/CRG) I:, 

charged w i t h  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA, t h a t  t h e r e  
was n o t  t o  be a n o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  p u r g e  of PLA leaders 
a t  t h i s  time. PLA leaders would of c o u r s e  remember t h a t  
t h e y  had b e e n  g i v e n  r e a s s u r a n c e s  i n  t h e  same terms in 
J a n u a r y  1967--when Mao's team was a b o u t  t o  e n t e r  a s imi l a r  
p e r i o d  of dependence  on  t h e  PLA's good wi l l - - and  t h a t  
these r e a s s u r a n c e s  had n o t  deterred Mao's team from b r i n g -  
i n g  down a d d i t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders  l a t e r ,  b u t  i t  was 
t r u e  t h a t  t h e  pu rge  had s lowed  down a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1967, 
and Madame Mao's speech seemed a good sign t h a t  P e k i n g  
would n o t  now add t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  p u r g e  wh ich  had followed 
t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  meaning i n t e r  a l i a  t h a t  Pek ing  would 
l e a v e  i n  place fo r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  other r e g i o n a l  and  prb- 
v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders who had a l so  been  g u i l t y  of 
s u p p o r t i n g  t l r e a c t i o n a r y l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i f  Lthose l e a d e r s  
would now cooperate f u l l y .  (Such m i l i t a r y  leaders might  
have  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a good c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  
would be b r o u g h t  down e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  many or most may 
have  j u d g e d  too t h a t  f u l l  c o o p e r a t i o n  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  t h e i r  best chance  of s u r v i v a l ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of 
a n y  o r g a n i z e d  body of PLA r e s i s t a n c e  wh ich  would have a 
r e a s o n a b l e  hope of s u r v i v i n g  u n t i l  Mae's demise. ) 

t i v e  o f f i c e  of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee i s s u e d  a n o t i c e  
c a l l i n g  on  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  China  t o  " s e r i o u s l y  
s t u d y "  Madame Mae's 5 September speech, a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  

a n d  t h u s  c o u l d  use  i t  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  and  was a l s o  b e i n g  : 

1 Four d a y s  l a t e r ,  on 9 September, t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  
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i t  made a "correct a n a l y s i s "  and p r e s e n t e d  a " c l e a r - c u t  
task."* P r o v i n c i a l  broadcasts i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  speech 
was b e i n g  t r ea t ed  almost as  i f  i t  had come from Mao him- 
s e l f ,  and t h a t  it was b e i n g  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a c a l l  t o  g u i d e  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  on a c o u r s e  be tween t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  
"extreme" le f t  and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  a n  order t o  c a l l  off  
a t t acks  on  t h e  PLA and  o n  PLA l e a d e r s .  

As a n  a d d i t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  to  restore order,  
Peo le s D a i l y  o n  16 September c a l l e d  a v i r t u a l  h a l t  t o  * r e v o m n v l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e :  i t  t o l d  t h e  peas- 
a n t s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on p r o d u c t i o n  and  t o  "make r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  o n l y  d u r i n g  "spare time" or t h e  to ld  
them as w e l l  t o  s t a y  out of t h e  c i t i e s  ( t h i s  had been  
r e p o r t e d  a s  a big problem i n  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s ) ,  and went 
on t o  t e l l  t h e  Red Guards and f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s ' i n  t h e  c i t i e s  
to s t a y  o u t  of r u r a l  areas i n  order n o t  to  impede produc-  
t i o n  t h e r e .  P r o v i n c i a l  broadcasts soon i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  o rde r - -pe rhaps  embodied i n  a p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e - - w a s  
b e i n g  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  o rder  
had gone o u t  t o  u r b a n  workers, w i t h  a t h r e a t  to  s top  
t h e i r  wages for  non-compliance.  

s t e p  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  PLA's r o l e  by  t m n g  t h e  army t o  
c o n d u c t  its own a f f a i r s  i n .  a s p i r i t  of a v o i d i n g  "struggle 
among g r o u p s , "  t h a t  w i t h  respect t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  " lef t"  
i t  s h o u l d  d e c l i n e  t o  s u p p o r t  words  and  deeds which  would 
"create s p l i t s  and stir u p  s t r u g g l e s  among g r o u p s , "  and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  respect t o  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s "  t h e  PLA s h o u l d  "ass i s t  them to  u n i t e . "  I n  o ther  

On 17 September, L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  took a n o t h e r  

*This  d i r e c t i v e  was addressed t o  "911 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees, m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  committees, and mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s " - - t h a t  is, t o  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v e r n i n g  
bodies and  t h e i r  components .  I t  was n o t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
a n y  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  none remained  
o u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  i n  Pek ing .  A l l  of t h e  
forms of m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  were a p p a r e n t l y  t o  be regarded 
a s  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  committees. 
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words ,  t h e  emphas i s  had s h i f t e d  back t o . t h e  emphas i s  of 
l a t e  J u n e  and  e a r l y  J u l y ,  when t h e  PLA was b e i n g  t o l d  n o t  
t o  s u p p o r t  or  a t t ack  e i t h e r  f a c t i o n  i n  a d i s p u t e  b u t  ra ther  
t o  h e l p  t h e m  to  f i n d  a common ground.  

Then on 18 September ,  Feo le s I l a i l y  i n  a f r o n t -  

man Mao's L a t e s t  P n s t r u c t i o n l ' - - t h e  " l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n "  
b e i n g  Mao's pronouncement  t h a t  " t h e r e  is no fundamen ta l  
c lash  of i n t e r e s t s  among t h e  working  class" and  t h e r e f o r e  
no need for  i t  to " s p l i t  i n t o  two g r e a t  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  a n d  t h e  ' ? b r i l l i a n t  v i c t o r y 1 '  b e i n g  t h e  con- 
c l u s i o n  of new f 1 a l l i a n c e s f 7  among workers' o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  Shanghai .  The new l i n e  would of c o u r s e  permi t  members 
of l l c o n s e r v a t i v e l l  mass O r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  
t h e  emerging  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, a l t h o u g h  i t  was 
n o t  clear whether  P e k i n g  i n t e n d e d  t o  a l t e r  any  of t h e  ar-  
r angemen t s  made i n  J u l y  and  August w h m a d  g i v e n  prefer- 
e n c e  to Pek ing ' s  f a v o r i t e s . *  The p u r p o r t  of t h e  two ed i -  
t o r i a l s  was t o  t e l l  loca l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s - - a t  l e a s t  
i n  those places where  a r r a n g e m e n t s  had n o t  a l r e a d y  been  

page e d i t o r i a l  ce3ebrated t h e  + B r i  f a n t  V i c t o r y  of C h a i r -  

* E a r l y  comment from Honan, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of P e k i n g ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  f a v o r i t e s  among t h e  
r e v o l u t A o n a r y  rebel g r o u p s  there , s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  these 
f a v o r i t e s  were n o t  a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a k i n g  a s t e p  
backward by r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  l f c o n s e r v a t i v e "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a n d  t h e n  c o n c l u d i n g  a n  ' I a l l i a n c e "  w i t h  t h e m ,  b u t  much 
p r e f e r r e d  t o  admit  "rn$sledft i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e i r  own or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s ;  t h i s  comment a l s o  made t h e  p o i n t s  t h a t  n d t  
everybody c o u l d  be admi t ted  t o  t h e  " a l l i a n c e , "  t h a t  t h e  
a l l i a n c e  must be 'Ibased on  t h a t  there was 
still a " r i g h t  and  wrong," and  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be "no 
compromise'' on  matters of p r i n c i p l e .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  mean 
t h a t  t h e  f a v o r e d  g r o u p s  would r e s i s t  t o  t h e  d e a t h  a n y  
compromise w i t h  t h e i r  opponen t s ,  b u t  i t  p r o b a b l y  d i d  mean 
t h a t  P e k i n g  and  t h e  loca l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and  
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  would have a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  effect- 
i n g  these compromises.  
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made t o  i n s t a l l  P e k i n g ' s  f a v o r i t e  V e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s - - t h a t  f i n e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s  were less 
i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h i s  time t h a n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of o r d e r  by 
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of f l a l l i a n c e s l l  and t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of " u n i t y t 1  
a g r e e m e n t s ,  a f t e r  which  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  process c o u l d  
move ahead  a s  pract icable .  

The p a r t y  p r e s s  soon  r e p o r t e d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of 
many s u c h  t i a l l i a n c e s i i  t h roughou t  China ,  a n d  t h e r e  were 
i n  f a c t  some p rac t i ca l  e x p r e s s i o n s  of t h i s .  For example,  
r a i l road  s e r v i c e  was r e p o r t e d l y  r e s t o r e d  i n  some of t h e  
areas i n  wh ich  i t  had been  i n t e r r u p t e d  by f i g h t i n g  between 
'*rebel" g r o u p s  among t h e  r a i l w a y  workers and p e r h a p s  by  
f i g h t i n g  among o ther  "rebel" groups .  

d i r e c t i v e  and  Madame Mae's speech, r e p o r t i n g  I n d i c a t e d  
a dramatic improvement in s e v e r a l  of t h e  a r e a s  i n  wh ich  
there had been  s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  first week 
of September .  Many spec i f ic  ac t s  of e f f e c t i v e  PLA i n t e r -  
v e n t i o n  i n  Red Guard d i s p u t e s  had been  r e p o r t e d ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  PLA a c t i o n  t o  g e t  "uni ty"  ag reemen t s .  I t  was n o t  
c lear ,  however,  whe the r  t h e r e  had been a n y  a p p r e c i a b l e  
improvement i n  t h e  Northeast ,  or i n  Szechuan ,  or  i n  Hunan, 
or  i n  Kiangsu ,  from a l l  of which there were r e p b y t s  of 
c o n t i n u e d  large-scale c lashes .  T h e r e  was s p e c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  i n  some cases - - a l though  t h i s  c o u l d  n o t  be conf i rmed  
i n  any--elements  of t h e  PLA itself (e.g. i n  Szechuan)  
were a c t i v e l y  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  b u l k  of  PLA 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  area t o  restore order. 

Wi th in  two weeks of t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  5 September 

A t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  were ind ica t ions - -now 
t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  toward t h e  PLA had changed--that t h e  lead- 
ers of Mao's team were a b o u t  t o  p roduce  s c a p e g o a t s  fo r  t h e  
p e r i o d  of A p r i l  t h r o u g h  August i n  w h i c h  t h e  PLA had been 
h a r s h l y  treated.  Wang L i  and Mu H s i n ,  members of t h e  
c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, and  L i n  e h i e h ,  a n  e d i -  
t o r  of Red F l a g ,  were r e p o r t e d  t o  be u n d e r  p o s t e r  a t t a c k ,  
and Kuan Feng,  a n o t h e r  member of t h e  CRG, was rumored 
t o  be i n  t r o u b l e .  (Wang and Kuan had both  d ropped  o u t  
of' t h e  news a f t e r  t h e  first week of Augus t ,  b u t  had been  
c r e d i b l y  reported i n  Szechuan on 25 August  o n  a n o t h e r  
t*media t ion ' l  m i s s i o n , )  Wang, who had b e e n  t h e  second-  
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r a n k i n g  member of H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  m i s s i o n  wh ich  had v i s i t e d  
s e v e r 8 1  t roub lesome  a r e a s  i n  J u l y  and had o b t a i n e d  or 
tr ied t o  o b t a i n  ag reemen t s  among w a r r i n g  Red Guard g r o u p s  
and between t h o s e  g r o u p s  and l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
was c o n j e c t u r e d  t o  be i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  hav ing  l e g i t i m i z e d  
--and imposed o n  t h e  local  commanders--Red Guard g r o u p s  
now r e g a r d e d  as  " u l t r a - l e f t i s t . "  Mu and L in  were i n  
f a c t  s a i d  to  be off icers  of t h e  v e r y  group-- the  '16 May 
Corps ' - -denounced s i n c e  e a r l y  September a s  t h e  e p i t o m e  
of " u l t r a - l e f  t" o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and Lin was f u r t h e r  a l l e g e d  
'Fesyona ib le  ( w i t h  Wang L i )  fo r  some of t h e  Army Day m a t e r i a l  
now r e g a r d e d  a s  h o d t i l e  t o  t h e  PLA (e.g. ' t h e  i n c e n d i a r y  
l i n e  of t h e  30 J u l y  R e d  Flag). Kuan had a l s o  v i s i t e d  
p a r t s  o f  China on  t r a l e - s h o o t i n g . m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  summer, 
and might  a l s o  have  been  v u l n e r a b l e ' t o  c h a r g e s  of h a v i n g  
s u p p o r t e d  " u l t r a - l e f  t" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A t  t h e  same time, Nieh Jung-chen,  who 
had r e p o r t e d l y  l o s t  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  work s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  MAC d u r i n g  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1967 a f t e r  pers i s ten t  Red Guard a t t a c k s  on h im 
(which  r e t a i n i n g  c h a i r m a n s h i p  of  t h e  regime's S c i e n t i f i c  
& T e c h n o l o g i c a l  Commission),  gave  t h e  main speech a t  a 
b i g  r a l l y  of s c i e n t i f i c  and  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  
P e k i n g ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  N i e h  may have been  restored to  his 
d u a l  c h a i r m a n s h i p .  (This was n o t  a d r a m a t i c  " r e t u r n f 1  to  
f a v o r ,  a s  he  had been de fended  by p a r t y  leaders and  had 
never .  seemed o u t  of  f a v o r ,  b u t  s i n c e  May he had n o t  been  
t r e a t e d  a s  one of t h e  top leaders,  and t h i s  September  
a p p e a r a n c e  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  a r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  s t a t u s . )  

T h e r e  was t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  Mao would go be- 
yond minor f i g u r e s  like Mu and  L i n ,  o r  s e c o n d - l e v e l  lead- 
ers l i k e  Wang and  Kuan, t o  f i x  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
o v e r l y - l e f t i s t  period on someone r e a l l y  a t  t h e  p o l i c y -  
making l e v e l . *  Apart from Ma0 h i m s e l f  and L in  P i a o , ' t h e  

*It is o n l y  f a i r  t o  acknowledge t h a t  some o b s e r v e r s  
do  n o t  see these s e c o n d - l e v e l  l e a d e r s  a s  s c a p e g o a t s  
c h o s e n  by Mao, b u t  a s  s a c r i f i c e s  imposed on Mao by other 
l e a d e r s ,  who w i l l  go a f t e r  f i r s t - l e v e l  " lef t is ts t1  a s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  p e r m i t s .  

. .  
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c a n d i d a t e s  were Madame Mao, Chen Po-ta, and Kang Sheng. 
The Madame had a l r e a d y  d i s s o c i a t e d  h e r s e l f  from t h e  ex- 
tremist l i n e ,  however,  and  Chen and Kang a p p a r e n t l y  re- 
mained i n  f a v o r .  T h e r e  was some s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  L i n  Pia0 
h i m s e l f  m i g h t  be t h e  n e x t - s t a g e  target  of those now a t -  
t a c k i n g  Wang and  t h e  o thers ,  b u t  i t  seemed most u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  Mao was now p r e p a r i n g  t o  b r i n g  down h i s  f irst  l i e u -  
t e n a n t .  

Whatever Mao's i n t e n t i o n s  toward p a r t y  leaders a t  
t h e  c e n t e r ,  p r o v i n c i a l  b r o a d c a s t s  made c lear  t h a t  t h e r e  
was t o  be a " s e t t l i n g  of accounts1*  i n  some r e s p e c t s ' i n  
t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  
d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  CRG o r  from t h e  CRG and t h e  MAC j o i n t l y ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
t o l d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  and t o  
i d e n t i f y  and  p u n i s h  those who had b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
i n c i t i n g  and  c o n d u c t i n g  " s t r u g g l e  by force" and had com- 
m i t t e d  s u c h  s p e c i f i c  o f f e n s e s  a s  murder ,  l o o t i n g ,  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  of p r o p e r t y ,  k i d n a p p i n g ,  and  so on.* 

On 24 September, Pek ing  announced t h a t  Chairman 
Mao had "now" r e t u r n e d  t o  P e k i n g  from a l l r e c e n t l *  t r i p  in 
which  h e  had " i n s p e c t e d  p a r t s  of N o r t h  China ,  C e n t r a l -  
Sou th  China and E a s t  Chinat1--specif  i c a l l y ,  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

P o s s i b l y  r e f l e c t i n g  a n  u n p u b l i c i e e d  

* A t  a b o u t  t h  e same t i m e  (it was l a t e r  r e p o r t e d )  a poster 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Wang L i  (who was r e p o r t e d  t o  be o u t  of f a v o r  
by t h i s  time) spoke of a 4 September l t d i r e c t i v e l l  by Mao 
Tse- tung ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  w i t h i n  a month o r  two '"we s h a l l  
s e t t l e  up w i t h  a l l  t h e  bad e l emen t s "  and t h a t  t h e  CRG would 
be r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  h a n d l i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e  o n l y  tlcrimetl 
spec i f i ed  in t h i s  p o s t e r  a s  reported was t h a t  of i n t e r -  
r u p t i n g  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t  and  communicat ions;  t h e  
p r o v i n c i a  1 b r o a d c a s t s  were probably a bet ter  ind ica to r  
of w h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of Ma0 or t h e  cen t r a l  committee 
o r g a n s  had s a i d .  Assuming t h i s  t o  be t r u e ,  t h e  n e x t  
v i o l e n t  stage of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n v 1  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  or a b o u t  
November, when a c t i o n  w i l l  be taken  a g a i n s t  those r e spon-  
s i b l e  fo r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  v i o l e n c e  i n  ea r l i e r  s tages .  
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of Honan, Hupe i ,  Hunan, K i a n g s i  and  Chekiang ,  and t h e  c i t y  
of Shangha i  ( i n  Kiangsu) .*  (Some o b s e r v e r s  n o t e d  t h a t  
t h e  s i x  p o i n t s  l i e  i n  a lops ided  c i rc le  around Hangchow, 
t o  which  Mao o f t e n  w i t h d r a w s  and  where  he may have  been  
f a r  much of t h e  time a f t e r  mid-Ju ly . )  The announcement 
had t h e  effect  of a s s o c i a t i n g  Mao p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  
c h a n g e  i n  P e k i n g ' s  l i n e  s i n c e  e a r l y  September and  s p e c i -  
f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commands 
w h i c h  had t a k e n  place ( i n  three of them) or may have  t a k e n  
place ( i n  t w o )  since e a r l y  August.  T h e r e  seems l i t t l e  
P e a s o n  to  d o u b t  t h a t  Mao d i d  i n  f a c t  a p p r o v e  t h e  change  
of l i n e ,  and i t  is presumed t h a t  he t a l k e d  to  t h e  new 
leaders i n  a l l  of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  p r o v i n c e s .  ** 

I 
I 

1 *Another b r o a d c a s t  added other u n s p e c i f i e d  "munici-  
pa li t i e s  . t t  

I **The d i f f e r e n c e  of o p i n i o n  on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 
p u r g e s  of s e c o n d - l e v e l  leaders  e x t e n d s  to t h e  larger  
matter of t h e  n a t u r e  of Mao's a p p r o v a l  of t h e  change  of 
l i n e .  On o n e  r e a d i n g  ( t h a t  of t h i s  writer and  o t h e r s ) ,  
Mao examined t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  both w i t h  h i s  own e y e s  and  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  of v a l u a b l e  c o u n s e l l o r s  l i k e  Chou and  
L i n  Piao and  other m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  changed  c o u r s e  ac- 
c o r d i n g l y ,  and  w i l l  move forward a g a i n  when t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  h a s  improved ( i . e .  when t h e  m i l i t a r y  have  restored 
order and t h e  h a r v e s t  is i n ) - - c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  p u r g e  of 
p a r t y ' a n d  (some) m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  p r e f e r -  
ment of some "rebel" g r o u p s  o v e r  o thers  ( b u t  n o t  neces-  
s a r i l y  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  Vebels" t o  t h e i r  former i m p o r t a n c e ) ,  
S e t t i n g  up  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, a n d  p u n i s h i n g  those 
who " f a i l e d  t h e  t es t"  i n  ear l ie r  s tages .  On t h e  r e a d i n g  
of some other o b s e r v e r s ,  t h e  change  of l i n e  was imposed 
on  Mao a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  by  m i l i t a r y  lead- 
e r s  who were otherwise u n w i l l i n g  t o  obey  him,  and  t h e  c u r -  
r e n t  moderate p o l i c i e s  w i l l  be f i x e d  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  China 
s c e n e .  

Lct 

* ? '  
I 
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A s  of l a t e  September ,  P e k i n g ' s  propaganda  was t r ea t -  
i n g  t e n  or t w d l v e  m i l i t a r y  leaders, a l l  i n  P e k i n g ,  a s  t h e  
r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  of Mao's team. They were: L i n  
Piao,  d e  f a c t o  cha i rman of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee 
a n d  Minister of Defense (as w e l l  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  o n l y  v i c e -  
c h a i r m a n ) ;  Yang Cheng-wu, a member of t h e  MAC s t a n d h g  
committee and A c t i n g  Chief-of-Staff; Su Yu, a l s o  a member 
of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of MAC and a Deputy M i n i s t e r  
of Defense ;  H s i e h  Fu-chih,  a l s o  a member of t h e  MAC s t a n d -  
i n g  committee, M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  and  probably 

Jung-chen, a l s o  a m e m b e r  of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee 
and cha i rman of o n e  or both of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  S & T bodies;  
Wang H s i n - t i n g ,  d e p u t y  cha i rman of t h e  PLA's  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group and a d e p u t y  C h i e f - o f - S t a f f ;  Wang Shu- 
s b s n g ,  a d e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  of Defense ;  Yuan Tzu-chin ,  d e p u t y  
director  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t ;  L i  Tien-yu,  
a n o t h e r  d e p u t y  chief-ofAstaff and  c o n c u r r e n t l y  a n o t h e r  
d e p u t y  d i rec tor  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ;  Chiu Hu i - t so ,  
d i r ec to r  of t h e  Rear S e r v i c e s  Depar tment ;  Wu Fa-hs i en ,  
Commander of t h e  A i r  Force; and L i  Tso-peng; 1st P o l i t i c a l  
Off icer  of t h e  Navy. The two somewhat q u e s t i o n a b l e  cases 
a p p e a r e d  to  be those of N i e h  and Yuan, a s  i t  was n o t  cer- 
t a i n  t h a t  N i e h  was r e a l l y  a c t i n g  a s  a m i l i t a r y  leader, 
and i t  was n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Yuan was r e a l l y  free of t h e  
opprobr ium t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  a whole. Of 
t h e s e  12, L i n  Piao was of course t h e  foremost by  a great 
d i s t a n c e .  Of t h e  o t h e r  11, a l l  had had some a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  L i n  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s - - a s  would be expected of a l l  r ank-  
i n g  o f f i c e r s  i n  Peking--but  o n l y  four  (yatlg, Nibp,  Li, C h h )  
had had a l o n g - s t a n d i n g  close a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  L i n ,  a n d .  
i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l eade r sh ip  d i d  n o t  g i v e  a n  appea r -  
ance  of simple p a t r o n - p r o t e g e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . *  

b p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  P e k i n g  M i l i t a r y  Reg ion ;  N i e h  

'.. . 

*Such r e l a t i o n s h i p s  appear n o t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leader- 
s h i p  b u t  i n  t h e  PLA/CRG, t h e  g r o u p  charged w i t h  conduc t -  
i n g  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ' l e a d e r s h i p .  T h e  de  f a c t o  
l e a d e r  o m s  g r o u p  is still b e l i e v e d  t o  be Ch iang  Ch ing ,  
Mae's wife ,  and o n e  of t h e  f o u r  or f i v e  n e x t  i n  import- 
a n c e  (perhaps e v e n  t h e  s econd- rank ing)  is Yeh Chun, L i n t s  
wife .  The r o l e  of t h e s e  two women is s u r e l y  one  of t h e  

I 
1 most obnox ious  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  t o  
I Chinese  m i l i t a r y  men--as C h i n e s e ,  as m i l i t a r y ,  and  a s  men. 
I 
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By N a t i o n a l  Day, 1 October, large-scale d i s o r d e r s  
'were no  l o n g e r  b e i n g  reported from any p a r t  of China.  

Al though t h i s  may w e l l  have reflected a l a g  i n  r e p o r t i n g  
from some p l a c e s ,  and  small-scale clashes and  v i o l e n t  
i n c i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be r e p o r t e d  from s e v e r a l  p o i n t s ,  
i t  seemed clear t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had c o n t i n u e d  t o  i m -  
p r o v e  i n  a s t r i k i n g  way-- including those s i t u a t i o n s  i n  
Nor theas t ,  Sou thwes t ,  C e n t r a l  and  E a s t  China wh ich  had 
been  v e r y  agi ta ted a s  l a t e  a s  mid-September. I n  other 
words, both t h e  PLA and  t h e  lfrebelsll had, i n  g e n e r a l ,  
p roved  t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  new d i r e c t i v e s  issued 

I s i n c e  l a t e  August.* 

On 1 October, Mao a n d  L i n  P i a 0  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  a - 1  
I 

' great r a l 3 y  marking  t h e  1 8 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  proclama- 7::  

~ t i o n  of t h e  Pek ing  regime. Giv ing  t h e  main speech, L i n  
made c lear  t h a t  t h e  short- term aims of Mae's team remained  
those of c o n t r o l l i n g  d i so rde r  and moving a t  a de l ibera te  

I 

! 

I 

* I n  t h e  view of t h i s  writer, t h i s  was c l e a r l y  a t r i umph  
f o r  Mao and L i n ,  a s  it was t h e i r  d e c l a r e d  o b j e c t i v e  t o  
b r i n g  disorder under  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  i t  was n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
e i ther  t h e  PLA or t h e  "rebelsg1 would be r e s p o n s i v e .  Some 

I o b s e r v e r s  have c o n t r i v e d  t o  view even  t h i s  accompl ishment  
a s  l l a n o t h e r l l  s e t b a c k  for  Mao, a r g u i n g  t h a t  h i s  l l r evo lu -  
t Ion l1  e n v i s a g e d  ceaseless disorder  of t h i s  k i n d  and  t h a t  

o thers ,  or a r g u i n g  t h a t  he had t o  make too many compromises 
t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  end,  o r  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  of some 
lgrebelgl g r o u p s  t o  meet d e a d l i n e s  fo r  t u r n i n g  i n  weapons 

. t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  disorder was f o r c e d  on h i m  by 

and  h a l t i n g  a t t a c k s  o r  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  r e p o r t s  of v i o l e n t  
i n c i d e n t s  ( t h u s  f a i l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  main f a c t ,  t h a t  
t h e  llrebelslg i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  the  PLA i n  g e n e r a l  were re- 
s p o n s i v e ) ,  or p r e s e n t i n g  e v e n t s  a s  a d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  "Mae- 
istsgl w i t h o u t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between ( a )  Mao, who wanted 
t o  c o n t r o l  d i sorder ,  (b)  some of t h e  extremists on  h i s  
first team who may have had a s t ake  i n  c o n t i n u e d  disorder  
and  t h u s  wanted- t o  c o n t i n u e ,  a n d  (c)  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
of t h e  ggrebe ls ,g l  who c l e a r l y  d i d  have a s t a k e  i n  c o n t i n u e d  

' w a s  t h e  d e f e a t  of  h i s  hopes f o r  rebel s e l f - d i s c m e ,  and  
t h e  5 September  d i r e c t i v e  was a s t r o n g  p r a c t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  
of t h i s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  

d isorder  and  c l e a r l y  d i d  want  i t  t o  c o n t i n u e .  Mae's "defe8ttV i 
I 
I 
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pace toward  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a new g o v e r n i n g  appara tus .  
A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  "great c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  had a c h i e v e d  
its aims of e d u c a t i n g  and i n s p i r i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  and " t e m -  
p e r i n g "  t h e  p a r t y  and  t h e  PLA, L i n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  had 
a l r e a d y  won a " d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r y , "  and  went on  t o  s t a t e  
t h e  "most i m p o r t a n t "  c u r r e n t  t a s k s  a s  t h o s e  of c r i t i c lz -  
i n g  and r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a l r e a d y  b r o u g h t  down 
(Liu  Shao-chi  e t  a l .  ) , c o n c l u d i n g  and d e v e l o p i n g  " a l l i -  
ances"  among r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l  o rgan iza t ions ,  and  de- . 
v e l o p i n g  t h e  " three-way a l l iance" (meaning t h e  coope ra -  , 

t i o n  of t h e  PLA, p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
i n  fo rming  and  o p e r a t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees t o  
gove rn  C h i n a ) ,  L i n  d id  no t  i nc i t e  his a u d i e n c e  d i r e c t l y  
o r  i n d i r e c t l y  to  " d r a g  ou t "  any  f u r t h e r  members of t h e  
bad  " h a n d f u l , "  and t o o k  a modera te  t o n e  t h r o u g h o u t . .  The 

' j o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  of People's D a i l y ,  Red Fleg and  Libe'ra- ' 

t i o n  Army D a i l y  f o l l o w e d  t h i m d , T Z t w a s ' a  b i t  more 
c a n d i d o u t s o m e  of t h e  problems along t h e  r o a d ,  e.g. 
t h e  problem of how t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels were t o  real-  
ize t h e i r  i f a l l i a n c e ' '  on t h e  b a s i s  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r i n -  
c iples"  when t h e y  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  d i f f e r e n t l y  
( t h e  c a u s e  of much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  first p l a c e ) ,  
a n d  t h e  problem of r e p e l l i n g  a t t acks  from b o t h  the  " r i g h t "  
and t h e  itextreme ' l e f t " '  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  i d e n t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  forces c h a n g e s ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Ma0 and L i n  ( t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  des -  
c r i b e d  a s  Mao's "close comrade-in-arms"),  t h e  ra3,Jy d i s -  
p l a y e d  a s  " l e a d i n g  comrades" most of t h o s e  who had been 
t a k i n g  t h e  f i e l d  since May Day a s  Mao's first team, b u t  
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  a m p o r t a n t  changes .  The a b i d i n g  f igu res  
were: t h e  core of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  Mao, L i n ,  Chou E n - l a i ,  
Chen Po-ta, Kang Sheng,  a n d  L i  Fu-chun; t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  to  L i n ) ,  Hs ieh  Fu-ch ih ,  Yang Cheng- 
wu, and Su Yu; and l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and PLA/CRG 
( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Chen) ,  Madame Mao, Chi  Pen-yu, and Madame 
L i n .  No tab ly  m i s s i n g ,  however,  were H s i a o  Hua of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  and PLA/CRG l e a d e r s h i p ,  and  Wang L i  and  Kuan 
Feng of t h e  CRG and  PLA/CRG, t h u s  t e n d i n g  t o  confirm 
repor t s  o f  t h e  f a l l  of a l l  t h r e e .  

T h i s  b a r e  dozen  of l e a d e r s  p e r s i s t i n g  s i n c e  May 
D7.y was d i s p l a y e d  among o t h e r  members of t h e  old politburos 



of 1966  and ' .1967,  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  w h e t h e r  
Mao's team had added  any  members to t h e  g r o u p  d i s p l a y e d  
s i n c e  May Day. Old p o l i t b u r o  members long i n  c l e a r  d i s -  

' f a v o r  were m i s s i n g  (Liu Shao-chi ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  Peng 
Chen, Tao Chu, Ho Lung, L i  Ching-chuan, Tan Chen- l in ,  
U lan fu ,  Lu T i n g - i  and  Po.1-PO), a s  was a n o t h e r  n o t  known 
t o  be i n  d i s f a v o r  (Liu Po-cheng) ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  o thers  ap- 
peased  whose s t a t u s  had been  i n  q u e s t i o n  t o  some degree 
or  who had c l e a r l y  been i n  some degree of d i s f a v o r :  Chu 
T e ,  Chen Yun, Tung Pi-wu, Chen Yi, Hsu Hsiang-chien ,  
N ieh  Jung-chen,  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  L i  Hsueh-feng ( a l l  known 
t o  be p o l i t b u r o  members), and Sung Jen-chiung ( t h o u g h t  
t o  be) .  One of these, N i e h ,  had begun o n l y  r e c e n t l y  t o  

, be p r e s e n t e d  a g a i n  a s  a t o p  l e a d e r ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r ,  L i  
\, ~ H s i e n - n l e n ,  was still  b e i n g  treated a s  someth ing  s h o r t  

of t h a t .  A l l  of t h e  others  had seemedeto be i n  one  or 
a n o t h e r  degree of d i s f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  top leaders ,  and s e v e r a l  
had been removed from i m p o r t a n t  posts ,  

I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  members of t h i s  
l a t t e r  group--at  l e a s t  s e v e n  of t h e  n i n e  p o l i t b u r o  members 
c i ted  j u s t  above--have assumed or  been  restored t o  key 
p o s i t i o n s ,  it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  were p u t  o n  d i s p l a y ,  
as sometimes before, as t o k e n s  of good f a i t h  i n  t h e  c u r -  
r e n t  phase of modera t ion  and The c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t ,  w h i l e  r e l a t i v e l y  moderate p o l i c i e s  are  t o  be pur- 
s u e d  for a t i m e ,  m o d s r a t e  forces  have n o t  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  
l eade r sh ip  from Mao and L i n ,  seems s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  n o t  a s i n g l e  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l  or m i l i t a r y  off icer  a t  
any  l e v e l  known or b e l i e v e d  t o  be i n  s t r o n g  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  
Mao and Mao's team--that  is, of t h e  more t h a n  100 p e o p l e  
l i k e  t h e  t e n  p o l i t b u r o  members w h o ' d i d  not show up--was 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  f o r  t h e  occasion. 

- 

Of special  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many r e g i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  leaders were I n  P e k i n g  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Day. A t  
l e a s t  one  of t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  o f f icers  of n i n e  of t h e  
13 r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t t e n d e d ,  a n d  there 
were lower- ranking  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  o ther  four. 
These  o f f icers  i n c l u d e d  two whose s t a t u s  has  been  and 
r e m a i n s  q u i t e  u n c e r t a i n  ( t h e  commanders of t h e  Nanking 
and Kunming headquartens) ,  and two whose s t a t u s  is i n  a t  
l e a s t  a l i t t l e  d o u b t  ( t h e  commanders of t h e  Can ton  and  
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Foochow headquar t e r s ) .  I t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Mao and 
L i n  c o u l d  s i m p l y  seize and purge any  leader i n  d i s f a v o r  
whom t h e y  had got on t h e  spot i n  P e k i n g ,  b u t  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  
t o  do t h a t  i n  t h e  case of any of these f o u r  s h o u l d  n o t  
be t a k e n  a s  good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a l l  f o u r  r e m a i n  i n  f a v o r .  
As i n  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c a s e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander and 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r  i n  S i n k i a n g ,  Wang En-mao (who was re- 
p o r t e d l y  i n  P e k i n g  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r ) ,  i t  may be t h a t  
P e k i n g  regards  some of these m i l i t a r y  leaders w i t h  d i s -  
f a v o r  b u t  is n o t  prepared t o  p u r g e  t h e m  o r  t o  move e x t e r n a l  
m i l i t a r y  forces i n t o  t h e i r  areas  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  p r e f e r r i n g  
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of good order t o  work w i t h  s u c h  leaders  
fo r  a w h i l e  and t o  b r i n g  them down l a t e r  i f  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  
to  be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y ,  a s  some obse rv -  
ers have  c o n j e c t u r e d ,  t h a t  some of these r e g i o n a l  leaders  
--e.g., t h e  Canton  and  Foochow comma'nder's, who a p p e a r  to 
have been  i n  P e k i n g  for  s e v e r a l  weeks--are i n  P e k i n g  a s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a s  a 
group, I Inego t i a t ing I?  w i t h  P e k i n g  and s t a t i n g  w h i c h  demands 
t h e  r e g i o n a l  l eaders  w i l l  o r  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t .  What seems 
l i k e l y  is t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l y  m i l i t a r y  l eaders ,  how a s  al-  
ways,  a r e  b e i n g  g i v e n  orders and t h a t  those who disobey 
orders w i l l  be s w i f t l y  pu rged ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  seems p b s s i b l e  
t h a t  P e k i n g  is h a n d l i n g  some of these leaders  c a r e f u l l y ,  
so t h a t  i t  is n o t  obliged t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e m  before i t  
is r e a d y  to. 

I n  sum, t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  dozen  leaders 
p e r s i s t i n g  s i n c e  May Day--a g r o u p  w h i c h  does i n c l u d e  some 
r e l a t i v e l y  moderate f i g u r e s  (Chou, Li, S r b u t  is n o t . -  
dominated  by them--are still  t h e  core of MaoIs team, w i t h  
N i e h  Jung-chen probably added and L i  H s i e n - n i e n  p o s s i b l y  
added. 

- 

It is n o t  c l e a r  whe the r  Mao and L i n  mean t o  d r o p  
one  o r  more--in a d d i t i o n  t o  Wang L i  and Kuan Feng--from 
t h i s  first team fo r  what a r e  now r e g a r d e d  a s  t l l e f t i s t l l  
errors in t h e  April-September period.' Nor is i t  c l e a r  
w h e t h e r  o t h e r s - - i n c l u d i n g  some of those who appeared on 
N a t i o n a l  Day, s u c h  a s  Hsu Hs iang-ch ien ,  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  
and  Chen Yi--are now to  be regarded a s  v i c t i m s  of t h a t  
same l t lef t is t l l  excess and r e s t o r e d  t o  f u l l  f a v o r .  If 
a l l  of these t h i n g s  are  done ,  t h e  character of Mao's team 

. *  . ,  

-155- 

, 



would change ,  c o u l d  e v e n  be dominated--below t h e  v e r y  t o p  
l e v e l  of Mao and Lin--by r e l a t i v e l y  moderate l e a d e r s .  
B u t  a t  p r e s e n t  Mao seems t o  be o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  much t h e  
same team t h a t  he  u s e d  i n  t h e  wild p r e c e d i n g  s tage of t h e  
* * r e v o l u t i o n , "  and he  does n o t  seem t o  r e p e n t  any  a p p r e c i -  
able number of sthe a d v e r s e  d e c i s i o n s  on,  i n d i v i d u a l  leaders  
t h a t  h e  and  h i s  team have  made. 

The  Scale of t h e  Purge  of 1966-67 

It is g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  
Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  has removed someth ing  l i k e  three- 
f o u r t h s  of t h e  p a r m a d e r s h i p - - c a l c u l a t e d  from t h e  l e v e l  
of p r o v i n c i a l  first secre ta ry  up-as i t  existed i n  November 
1965 when t h e  p u r g e  began ,  b u t  t h e  sca le  of t h e  p u r g e  of 
t h e  PLA leadership--from t h e  l e v e l  of p r o v i n c i a l  commander 
up-- in  t h e  same period h a s  been less well a p p r e c i a t e d .  
I n  f a c t ,  a few o b s e r v e r s  have  w r i t t e n  a s  if no  p u r g e  of 
t h e  PLA had t a k e n  place,  a s  if t h i s  were a development  
w h i c h  Mao and L i n  had been  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  b u t  
had n o t  carried o u t  or e v e n  had been  p r e v e n t e d  from c a r r y -  
i n g  o u t .  I n  f a c t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  pu rge  of t h e  PLA leader- 
s h i p  h a s  been car r ied  o u t  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  p u r g e  of 
p a r t y  l e a d e r s :  and  a s u r v e y  of t h e  PLA l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n  
terms of key m i l i t a r y  o r g a n s ,  seems in order f o r  a conclud-  
i n g  s e c t i o n .  

As for t h e  t o p - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  t w o  p r i n -  
c i p a l  officers,  Chairman Mao and s e n i o r  v i ce -cha i rman  (de 
f a c t o  cha i rman)  L i n  Pia0 have of c o u r s e  r ema ined  i n  place.  
Bu t  of t h e  other e i g h t  key  f i g u r e s  i d e n t i f i e d  o r  reported 
a s  members of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  commit tee  be tween 1965 
and  e a r l y  1967, a t  l e a s t  f i v e  have been pu rged  or removed 
from t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  posts ,  and two o t h e r s  may have  been.  
The f i v e  a r e  Ho Lung, Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  Chen Y i ,  Hsu Hsiang-  
c h i e n ,  and  Hsiao Hua; t h e  two a r e  Yeh Chien-y ing  and  L i u  
Po-cheng (out of s i g h t ) .  N i e h  Jung-chen r e t a i n s  h i s  p o s t ,  
a l t h o u g h  there is some q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h i s  is a c t u a l l y  
a , m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n .  The three members of t h e  s t a n d i n g  
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committee r e p o r t e d l y  named o n l y  i n  A p r i l  1967--Hsieh Fu- 
c h i h ,  Yang Cheng-wu, a n d  Su Yu--are s t i l l  i n  place.  

The PLA's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, a s p e c i a l  
o r g a n  of MAC c h a r g e d  w i t h  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  
PLA, h a s  been h i t  jest a s < , h a r d  a s  h a s ' t h e  U C ' i t s e l f ,  
eveli though i t  h a s  been  in Bxie tdnCe o n l y  s J n c 8  October -. 
1966. T h a t  is, a l l  t h r e e  of its t h r e e  known or r e p o r t e d  
chairmen--Liu Ch ih -ch ien ,  Hsu Hs iang-ch ien  and Hsiao 
Hua--have been  purged  or removed,  and of its o t h e r  s e v e n  
o f f i ce r s  a s  of l a t e  1966 f o u r  appear t o  have  been  pu rged  
( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  is no t  cer ta in)  in 1967--Hsu L i - c h i n g ,  Kuan 
Feng,  Hs ieh  Tang-chung, and  L i  Man-tsun. The o n l y  s u r -  
v i v o r s  among t h e  o f f i ce r s  u p  t o  September  1967--when a 
new group r e p o r t e d l y  t o o k  over--seem to  have  been Madame 
Mao ( t h e  g r o u p ' s  v l a d v i s o r ' f T a h d  d e  f a c t o  c h i e f ) ,  Yang Cheng- 
wu, and Wang H s i n - t i n g  ( p l u s  H s i e h  Fu-chih i f  h e  was on  i t ) .  

A s  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e ,  M i n i s t e r  
L i n  P i a 0  h a s  s u r v i v e d  and p r o s p e r e d ,  b u t  of t h e  o t h e r  
e i g h t  r a n k i n g  of f icers  ( s e v e n  d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e  
head  of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e )  a t  l e a s t  four have  been  pu rged  
--Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  Hsu Kuang-ta,  Liao Han-sheng, and H s i a o  
Hsiang- jung .  The s t a t u s  of one--Hsu Shih-yu,  back  i n  
t h e  news a f t e r  a long absence--is s t i l l  i n  d o u b t .  The 
o t h e r  three--Su Yu, Wang Shu-sheng, and Hsiao Ching-kuang-- 
seem i n  good f a v o r .  

Of t h e  11 p r i n c i p a l  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  Genera l  S t a f f  
a s  of l a t e  1965,  f o u r  a r e  known t o - h a v e  been pu rged ,  and 
a n o t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  been. The f o u r  a r e  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  
Lo J u i - c h i n s ,  d e p u t y  Yang Yung, and  t h e  d i r e c t o r  and 
d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  O p e r a t i o n s  Sub-depar t -  
ment,  Wang Shang-jung and L e i  Ying-fu;  t h e  f i f t h  is d e p u t y  
Chang Ai-ping.  The s t a t u s  of  two o t h e r  deput ies - -Peng 
Shao-hui  and Chang Tsung-hsun--is i n  ser ious d o u b t ,  and  
t h e  s t a t u s  of a n o t h e r ,  Han Hsien-chu ,  is i n  a t  l e a s t  a 
l i t t l e  d o u b t .  Only t h r e e  off icers  of  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  

yu and Wang Hsin-ting--seem c l e a r l y  i n  f a v o r .  

The General P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  h a s  of c o u r s e  been 
h i t  v e r y  ha rd .  Its d i r e c t o r ,  Hsiao Hua, h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  

1 --Yang Cheng-wu, t h e  a c t i n g  c h i e f ,  and d e p u t i e s  Li Tien-  
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b r o u g h t  down, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f a l l  of two of h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  
L i a n g  Pi -yeh  and  Liu  Chih-chien ,  and  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  
t h e  a p p a r e n t  f a l l  of two o t h e r s ,  Hsu L i -ch ing  and  Fu Chung. 
Of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  o f f icers  a s  of e a r l y  1966, 
o n l y  one ,  Yuan Tzu-chun, appears  t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d ;  w h i l e  
a n o t h e r  d e p u t y  r e p o r t e d l y  added i n  1967, L i  Tien-yu ,  con- 
c u r r e n t l y  d e p u t y  chief-of-s taff ,  is a l s o  i n  f a v o r .  

An a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  directors  of t h e  other  key 
d e p a r t m e n t s  and  sub-depa r tmen t s  is more d i f f i c u l t ,  be- 
c a u s e  bo th  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  d e p a r t m e n t s  and  sub-  

I d e p a r t m e n t s  and t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  of t h e i r  d i rec tors  have 
\ b e e n  u n c e r t a i n  f o r  some time. If t h e  key  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
/ a r e  t a k e n  a s  those conce rned  w i t h  rear s e r v i c e s ,  t r a i n -  ' i n g ,  cadres,  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and s e c u r i t y ,  I t h e  one  known d i rec tor ,  Chiu  Hu i - t so  of t h e  Rear S e r v i c e s  
IDepar tment ,  is a p p a r e n t l y  i n  h i g h  f a v o r ,  w h i l e  t h e  prob- 
lable head of t h e  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  L i ,  T ien-huan ,  seems 
l t o  be i n  f a v o r ;  some of the  former chiefs of r e o r g a n i z e d  
d e p a r t m e n t s  have  a p p e a r e d  r e c e n t l y  i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  p o s t s ,  

: b u t  o the r s  have  n o t  appeared and  have  probably f a l l e n ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  bodies s u c h  a s  t h e  
G e n e r a l  S t a f f  and  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment .  I t  
is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  a mean ingfu l  f i gu re  for  t h i s  g roup .  

i 

I 

I 
Of t h e  13 p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  s e v e n  s e r v i c e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  a s  of l a t e  1965- tha t  is, t h e  commanders and  
p o l i t i c a l  off icers ,  w i t h  o n e  case of a leader  h o l d i n g  

, b o t h  pos t s - -on ly  two are known t o  have  been  p u r g e d ,  b u t  
, t h e  s t a t u s  of three o thers  is i n  s e r i o u s  d o u b t .  The com- 
lmander of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  Wu Fa -hs i en ,  is i n  h i g h  f a v o r ,  
a n d  i ts  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  Yu L i - c h i n ,  seems t o  be--both 
hav ing  s u r v i v e d  alleged i n t r i g u e s .  Commander Hsiao Ching- 
kuang of t h e  Navy has s u r v i v e d  s i m i l a r l y ,  b u t  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i ce r  Su Chen-hua, o n e  of t h e  a l l eged  i n t r i g u e r s ,  h a s  
f a l l e n .  Commander Hsu Kuang-ta of t h e  Armored F o r c e s  h a s  
been  p u r g e d ,  w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  Huang Chih-yung seems 
i n  f a v o r .  Of t h e  E n g i n e e r s ,  commander Chen Shih-chu and  
p o l i t i c a l  dfficer Tan Fu-jen both a p p e a r  t o  be i n  p l a c e .  
Commander L i  Shou-hsuan of t h e  Ra i lway  Corps h a s  been  o u t  
of s i g h t  f o r  a y e a r ,  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  of t h i s  
Corps ,  T s u i  Tien-min,  has r e c e n t l y  been  u n d e r  a t t ack .  
The commander of t h e  A r t i l l e r y  Force, Wu Ko-hua , has a l s o  

? i  
3.; 

. - .  
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b een  b r o u g h t  under  a t t a c k  r e c e n t l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r ,  Chen J e n - c h i ,  is i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r .  . F i n a l l y ,  
Hsieh Fu-chih ,  commander and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  
P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  F o r c e s ,  has t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t i e s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a n d ,  s u r v i v i n g  
s t r o n g  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  of l a t e  1966,  has  p r o s p e r e d  g r e a t l y .  

Of  t h e  24 k e y  f i g u r e s  of t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  
as  of l a t e  1965--the commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s ,  
w i t h  two cases of a s i n g l e  l e a d e r  h o l d i n g  b o t h  of t h e s e  
k e y  pos ts  i n  h i s  command--at l e a s t  11 had been purged  or 
replaced ,by e a r l y  1967, as n o t e d  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n ,  
The t o t a l  h a s  r i 8 e n  to  a t  l e a s t  14 i n  1967 (a f i g u r e  w h i c h  
d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  three r e p l a c e m e n t s  who have  a l so  f a l l e n  
from f a v o r ) ,  w i t h  s i x  or s e v e n  o thers  i n  d o u b m n d  o n l y  
three c l e a r l y  in -  f a v o r .  

To r e c a p i t u l a t e  and u p d a t e ,  by  h e a d q u a r t e r s :  (a )  
i n  t h e  P e k i n g  MR, where  t h e  commander and p o l i t i c a l  off icer  
Yang Yung and L i a o  Han-sheng, were both purged  b y  e a r l y  
1967,  t h e i r  reported or  presumed r e p l a c e m e n t s ,  Cheng Wei- 
s h a n  and H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  a r e  s t i l l  i n  f a v o r ;  (b) i n  t h e  
I n n e r  Mongolian MR, where t h e  s ing le  man i n  b o t h  p o s t s ,  
U l a n f u ,  was purged  i n  1966, h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t s ,  Teng Hai- 
c h i n g  and Wu Tao,  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  good f a v o r ;  ( c )  i n  
t h e  Mukden (Shenyang) MR, w h e r e  t h e  s t a t u s  of both com- 
mander Chen H s i - l i e n  and p o l i t i c a l  off icer  Sung Jen-chiung 
was i n  some d o u b t ,  Chen h a s  emerged i n  a p p a r e n t  h i g h  f a v o r  
wh i l e  Sung was r epor t ed ly  r e p l a c e d  by Pan Fu-sheng, whose 
own s t a t u s  is i n  some d o u b t ;  (d)  i n  t h e  T s i n a n  MR, commander 
Yang Te-chih r e m a i n s  i n  place, w h i l e  t h e  purged  p o l i t i c a l  
off icer  was r e p l a c e d  by Wang,Hsiao-yu, who is still  i n  
f a v o r ;  (e) i n  t h e  Nanking ;MIR; t h e  s t a t u s  of commander Hsu 
Shih-yu r e m a i n s  i n  d o u b t  despi te  h i s  r e c e n t  r e a p p e a r a n c e  
i n  Pek ing ,  w l d  l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  ( p o s s i b l y  Wang 
P i n g ,  b u t  no matter who i t  was) was r e p l a c e d  by Chang 
Chun-chiao, who r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r ;  ( f )  i n  t h e  Foochow MR, 
t h e  ( a c c e p t e d )  commander, Han Hsien-chu, h a s  r ema ined  i n  
a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  b u t  h a s  a l so  been  i n  P e k i n g  f o r  some t i m e  
i n s t e a d  of Foochow and h i s  s t a t u s  is now r e g a r d e d  a s  i n  
some d o u b t ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  t h e  purged p o l i t i c a l  
officer has  n o t  been i d e n t i f i e d  ( c o n c e i v a b l y  L iu  P e i - s h a n ) ;  
(g) i n  t h e  Canton  MR, commander Huang Yung-sheng s t i l l  
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a p p e a r s  t o  be i n  favor ,  b u t  h i s  s t a t u s  is i n  a t  l eas t  a 
l i t t l e  d o u b t ,  b e c a u s e  he has  l o n g  been under  a t t a c k  by 
f f rebelf t  g r o u p s  a n d  has  a l so  been  i n  P e k i n g  fo r  some t i m e ,  

5 w h i l e  t h e  pu rged  pol i t ic i l l  off icer  was a p p a r e n t l y  r e p l a c e d  
by e i t h e r  L i u  Asing-yuan, whose own c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  is i n  
d o u b t ,  or one  of three others who seem t o  be i n  f a v o r ;  
( h )  i n  t h e  Wuhan MR, b o t h  commander Chen T s a i - t a o  ( i n  

' i a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  a s  of l a t e  1966) and p o l i t i c a l  off icer  
Chung Han-hua (who h i m s e l f  had r e p l a c e d  t h e  purged  Wang 

4 x ,  Sen-chung) were purged  s w i f t l y  fol.l,owing t h e  Wuhan I n d i -  
d e n t  of J u l y  1967;  (i) i n  t h e  Kunming MR; commander Ch in  
Chi-we*, i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  a s  of l a t e  1966,  was i d e n t i f i e d  

l: ' i n  P e k i n g  o n  1 October 1967 b u t  was l i s t e d  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  

I 

d i s t r i c t  commanders r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  IS 

leaders  and  therefore has perhaps been demoted, w h i l e  i . I Y $  

t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  for t h e  purged  p o l i t i c a l  officer--whether 
- '  L i  Tsa i -han  or  L i  Cheng-fang, bo th  h a v i n g  been reported 

i n  t h e  post--seems i n  good f a v o r ;  (j) i n  t h e  Chengtu MR, 
'where  commander Huang H s i n - t i n g  and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
L i  Ching-chuan were b o t h  purged  i n  1966,  t h e i r  reported 

l e a s t )  i n  May 1967 and replaced by L iang  Hsing-chu a s  com- 
mander and Chang Kuo-hua a s  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  who bo th  
a p p e a r  t o  be st i l l  i n  f a v o r ;  (k) i n  t h e  Lanchow MR, com- 
mander Chang Ta-ch ih ,  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  a s  of l a t e  1966, 

, has  been  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  Lanchow broadcasts  a f t e r  a n  a b s e n c e  
- of s e v e r a l  months b u t  u n l i k e  t h e  MRfs p o l i t i c a l  off icer  

h a s  n o t  a p p e a r e d  i n  P e k i n g  andrmay be i n  d i s f a v o r ,  w h i l e  
. p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  H s i e n  Heng-han h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be i n  

I h i g h  f a v o r ;  (1) i n  S i n k i a n g ,  commander and p o l i t i c a l  of- 
f i c e r  Wang En-mao h a s  r ema ined  i n  place b u t  h a s  n o t  ap- 
peared r e c e n t l y  i n  Pek ing  and has  r e p o r t e d l y  been marked 
by  Mao h i m s e l f  f o r  p u r g i n g ,  so h i s  s t a t u s  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  be,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  I n  d o u b t ;  and f i n a l l y  ( m ) ,  i n  
t h e  T i b e t  MR, commander Chang Keto-hua was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  much more impor tan t .  post  i n  Chengtu i n  s p r i n g  1967 
b u t  has a p p a r e n t l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  T i b e t  command c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  
w i t h  Chen Ming-i ( i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r )  p r o b a b l y  a c t i n g  a s  * 

h i s  d e p u t y  on  t h e  s p o t  in T i b e t  and a n y  o n e  of  s e v e r a l  
new men i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  
,off icer  . 

I r e p l a c e m e n t s ,  Wei C h i e h  and Kan Wei-han, were demoted ( a t  

I 

I 
I 
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T h e r e  a r e  many other  of f icers  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  of- 
ficers of t h e  r e g i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  who s h o u l d  be con- 
s i d e r e d  i n  a n y  attempt to  c a l c u l a t e  t he  scale of t h e  
p u r g e ,  T h e r e  may be as many a s  200, i f  t h e  l e a d i n g  of- 
ficers of t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  field--armies o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  
these m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s - - a r e  i n c l u d e d .  However, t h i s  
c a t e g o r y  is v e r y  t r i c k y  t o  work w i t h .  I n  t h e  first p l a c e ,  
off icers  of a m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  below t h e  l e v e l  of commander 
and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r  of t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  c o v e r a g e  g i v e n  those t w o ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  
off icers  of armies i n  t h e  f i e l d  a r e  r a r e l y  known, t h e y  
may or may n o t  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  lists of MR off icers  
g i v e n  by C h i n e s e  sources, and  t h e  s t a t u s  of s u b o r d i n a t e r  
o f f icers  of a n  MR may depend h e a v i l y  on t h e  s t a t u s  o f r > t h e ,  
comhiander and p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  w h i c h  may be u n c e r t a i n  
or d e c e p t i v e ;  t h a t  i s )  if a g i v e n  commander seems i n  good 
f a v o r  b u t  r e a l l y  is n o t ,  he  and a h a l f ' d o z e n  s u b o r d i n a t e  
o f f icers  may s u d d e n l y  be t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  ' i n  f a v o r '  
c a t e g o r y  to  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of ' i n  d o u b t '  or e v e n  ' p u r g e d . '  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  c a v e a t s ,  a c a l c u l a t i o n  
w i l l  be offered w i t h  respect t o  t h e  100 s e n i o r  officers 
of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  a c c e p t e d  a s  i n  place when t h e  " c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  began ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  commanders and 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a k e l y  above .  Of 
s e v e n  accepted i n  t h e  P e k i n g  MR, t w o  have  been pu rged ,  
f o u r  seem i n  f a v o r ,  three a r e  i n  d o u b t .  Of n i h e  i n  t h e  
I n n e r  Mongolian MR, two have  been  p u r g e d ,  o n e  is i n  f a v o r ,  
six are i n  d o u b t .  Of f i v e  i n  t h e  Mukden MR, o n e  h a s  been  
removed, t h r e e  seem i n  f a v o r ,  o n e  is i n  d o u b t .  Of s e v e n  
i n  t h e  T s i n a n  MR, o n e  has  been  pu rged ,  f i v e  seem i n  f a v o r  
(an  u n u s u a l  p r o p o r t i o n ) ,  one  is i n  d o u b t .  Of 11 i n  t h e  
Nanking MR, t w o  have  been  purged  o r  removed,  f i v e  seem 
i n  f a v o r , '  f o u r  are in d o u b t ;  b u t  t h i s  is one  of t h e  special  
cases, owing t o  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  s t a t u s  of t h e  commander him- 
se l f ,  Hsu Shih-yu. Of f i v e  i n  t h e  Foochow MR, o n e  h a s  
been p u r g e d ,  one  seems i n  f a v o r ,  three a r e  i n  d o u b t ;  t h i s  
may  be a n o t h e r  spec ia l  case. Of 10 i n  t h e  Canton  MR, o n e  
has  been  p u r g e d ,  s e v e n  seem i n  f a v o r ,  two a r e  i n  d o u b t ;  
perhaps a n o t h e r  special  case, owing to commander Huang 
Yung-sheng. Of n i n e  i n  t h e  Wuhan MR, three have  been  
p u r g e d ,  one  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  tp t h e  new commander and  p o l i t i c a l  



officer) is i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  and  f i v e  a r e  i n  doubt ;  
t h i s  is 8 r e c e n t l y - r e o r g a n i z e d  MR, and may have  been  
swep t  a l m o s t  clean. Of f i v e  i n  t h e  Kunming MR, one  h a s  
been p u r g e d ,  two seem i n  f a v o r ,  t w o  a r e  i n  doub t ;  b u t  Chin 
C h i - w e i  makes t h i s  a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  c a s e .  Of 12  i n  t h e  
Chengtu MR, f i v e  have been purged  o r  r e p l a c e d ,  three ( i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  new commander and  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r )  seem i n  f a v o r ,  and f o u r  a re  i n  doubt .*  Of s e v e n  
i n  t h e  Lanchow MR, none is known t o  have been p u r g e d ,  t w o  
a r e  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  and f i v e  a r e  i n  d o u b t ;  one  of t h e  
f i v e  is t h e  commander, making t h i s  a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  c a s e ,  
Of s e v e n  i n  t h e  S i n k i a n g  MR, none is known to  have  been 
p u r g e d ,  six are i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  and one  is in d o u b t ;  
b u t ,  a g a i n ,  because t h i s  one  is t h e  commander and  p o l i t i c -  
ca l 'o f f icer ,  t h i s  is another special  c a s e .  F i n a l l y ,  of w : ,  
f o u r  i n  t h e  T i b e t  MR, one  h a s  been  removed and three a r e  
i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  w i t h  a m a r g i n a l  d o u b t  on one of these 
three. Thus,  o f  100 o f f i c e r s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  20 have been  
purged o r  removed (mos t ly  p u r g e d ) ,  43  seem i n  f a v o r ,  and 
37 a r e  i n  d o u b t .  (If one d e d u c t s  f rom these f i g u r e s  t h e  
f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  24 m i l i t a r y  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f -  
ficers c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y - - 1 4  purged  o r  removed and 
six i n  d o u b t - - i t  means t h a t  of  t h e  76  other o f f i c e r s  of 
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  s i x  have been found purged  
and 31 are i n  d o u b t . )  T h i s  is a much lower p e r c e n t a g e  
of p u r g e s  t h a n  was found when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  Peking .  of whom f u l l y  h a l f  qave  been 
p u r g e d ,  p e r h a p s  many more t h a n  h a l f .  The f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  
100 c o n s i d e r e d  w i l l  s u r e l y  rise s u b s t a n t i a l l y  when t h e  
cases of  those ' i n  d o u b t '  are c l a r i f i e d ,  and--depending 
o n  t h e  t r u e  s t a t u s  of t h e  commanders w h o  make t h e i r  m i l i -  
t a r y  r e g i o n s  s p e c i a l  cases--may e v e n  e q u a l  the percentage 
among the  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s .  However, t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  f o r  
t h i s  category a s  a whole if i t  is t a k e n  a s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
leaders of t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  almost c e r t a i n l y  is - 

*One of those r e p l a c e d ,  Kan Wei-han, d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  
p u b l i c l y  i n  Chengtu u n t i l  sometime i n  1966,  b u t  may have 
been s e n t  from Pek ing  e a r l i e r ,  and  is i n c l u d e d  hece where  
he f e l l  ra ther  t h a n  among t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  
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much lower t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  l eade r s ,  b e c a u s e  
Mao and h i s  team have  i n d i c a t e d  a g a i n  and again t h a t  t h e y  
have n o t  wanted to p u r g e  t h e  l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on a large 
scale so l o n g  as t h e y  were d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e m ,  and t h e y  
have  been  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e m  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  Of t h e  r o u g h l y  
100 s e n i o r  off icers  of t h e  armies--a p r e t t y  a r b i t r a r y  
f i g u r e - - t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  n o t  more t h a n  a dozen have 

I 

I 
I b een  purged .  I 

I 

I 
I F i n a l l y ,  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  44 key  f i g u r e s  of t h e  

22 p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  a s  of autumn 1965, when 
t h e  * ' r e v o l u t i o n * *  began ,  a t  l ea s t  14  had been  purged or 
removed by e a r l y  1967,  a s  n o t e d  i n  a n  ea r l i e r  s e c t i o n .  

I 

I The t o t a l  seems to have r i s e n  i n  1967 t o  a f i gu re  of a t  
l e a s t  20 (a f i g u r e  wh ich  does n o t  i n c l u d e  r e p l a c e m e n t s  
who have f a l l e n ) ,  w i t h  t e n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  4 4 : i n  a p p a r e n t  
f a v o r ,  and o t h e r s  (up  t o  14) i n  doub t .*  To r e c a p i t u l a t e  
and u p d a t e :  

i n  Hopei, w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander was i n  p l a c e  i n  
e a r l y  1967 w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  had been  purged 
i n  autumn 1966,  commander Ma Hui  (a f u l s o m e  Maoist) r e m a i n s  
i n  f a v o r  and  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  Tseng Mei, is 
a l so  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ;  and i n  S h a n s i ,  where t h e  commander 
was o u t  of s i g h t  and t h e  politi-ficer and h i s  suc -  
cessor were both purged  before t h e  end  of 1966, commander 
Chen Chin-yu, h a s  f i n a l l y  a p p e a r e d ,  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  
and t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  Liu Ko-ping, seems i n  h i g h  
f a v o r  ; 

(b) A s  for  t h e  three 51Ds s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Mukpen 
MR: i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  where  t h e  commander was l e f t  i n  
place bu t  t h  e p o l i t j k a l  o f f i c e r  pu rged  by  f a l l  1966, 

I 

( a )  Of t h e  two MDs s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  PeIting M R ;  

*The f i g u r e  of 20 fo r  t h e  f a l a e n  re f lec ts  p r e s u m p t i v e  
purgees and r e m o v a l s ;  if one  does n o t  s h a r e  these pr$s.Lihp- 
t i o n s  and prefers  I smaller number, t h e n  " 8 .  large'r 
number f o r  those i n  d o u b t  s h o u l d  be u s e d ,  t o  t o t a l  44 on 
ei ther  r e a d i n g .  

I 
I '  
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commander Wang Ch ia - t ao  r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r  w h i l e  t h e  s t a t u s  < .  

of t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  Pan  Fu-sheng, h a s  come i n t o  
some q u e s t i o n ,  owing t o  large-scale and  p r o b a b l y  u n a n t i -  
c ipated d i so rde r  i n  t h e ' N o r t h e a s t  i n  J u l y  and  Augus t ;  i n  
K i r i n ,  w h e r e  t h e  fate ,of t h e  commander was o b s c u r e  w h i l e  
t h e p o l i t i c a l  off icer  was t r a n s f e r r e d  4.n mid-1966, commander 
Lo Kun-shan is still m i s s i n g  and  h a s  p r o b a b l y  been  purged ,  
a n d  t h e  new p o l i t i a a l  off icer  h a s  n o t  been  i d e n t i f i e d ;  
and  i n  L i a o n i n g ,  where  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  commander was 
o b s c u r e  w h i l e  t h e  p a l f t i c a l  officer was purged  e a r l y  in 
t h e  game, commander Ho Ching-chi  is sti l l  m i s s i n g  and  is 
presumed p u r g e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  h a s  n o t  
been  i d e n t i f i e d  (it may be Yang C h i ) .  

T s i n a n  MR, where t h e  s t a t u s  of both  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander 
and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  was o b s c u r e  i n  e a r l y  1967, a 
probable commander, Tung Kuo-kuei, a p p e a r e d  soQn there- 
a f t e r  ( i t  is n o t  known whe the r  t h i s  was a new appo in tmen t ) ,b  
and  so d i d  a new p o l i t i c a l . o f f i c e r ,  Wang Hsiao-yu, b o t h  
of whom appear t o  be still i n  good, f a v o r .  

( d )  Of t h e  three MDs s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Nanking 
MR: i n  Kfangsu,  w h e r e  . t h e  s t a t u s  of both  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander and t h e  po l i t i ca l  o f f icer  was u n c l e a r  a s  of 
e a r l y  1967, t h e  commander (whether  Chao Chun or Tuan Huan- 
c h i n g )  dropped o u t  of s i g h t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  year ,  and  so d i d  

k. 

(c) I n  t h e  s i n g l e  MD (Shantung) s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  

t h e  o f f icer  t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e -  new p o l i t i c a l  
off icer  (Chen Mao-hui), and  t h e r e  was some r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  was b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  
September (e.g., o n l y  off icers  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  
were i d e n t i f i e d  on N a t i o n a l  Day);  i n  Chekiang ,  w h e r e  t h e  
commander had dropped  out of sight by e a r l y  1967 and  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  had b e e n . r e p l a c e d ,  commander Ch ien  Chun 
has still  n o t  reappeared and  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  
Lung Chien ,  h a s  now dropped  o u t  of s i g h t ,  and  i t  seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  both were v i a t i m s  of t h e  a p p a r e n t  r e o r g a n i z a -  
tion of t h i s  MD i n  August ;  and i n  Anhwei, where  t h e  commander 
had been  r e p l a c e d  by e a r l y  1966 an-political o f f icer  
pu rged  by  l a t e  1 9 6 6 , ' t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  commander, Yen Huang, 
a p p e a r s  t o  have been  h i m s e l f  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  former com- 
mander ,  L i a o  Jung-p iao ,  w h i l e  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r  
h a s  n o t  been i d e n t i f i e d  ( i t  may be Tu Wen or Peng Sheng- 
p iao)  . 
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(e) A s  f o r  t h e  two MDs s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Foochow 
MR: i n  F u k i e n ,  where  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l c e r  both appeared to be i n  f a v o r  i n  l a t e  
1966 ,  t h e  commander, Chu Yao-hua, and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  of- 
f i c e r ,  Lu Sheng,  a re  both  m i s s i n g ,  a n d  Chu may have  been  
r e p l a c e d  by Ho Ching-yu; and i n  K i a n g s i ,  w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander was i n  f a v o r  i n  e a r l y  m6'1 w h i l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i ce r  had b e e n  purged by e a r l y  1966,  commander Wu J u i -  
s h a n  was removed and replaced by Yang Tung- l i ang  when t h e  
K i a n g s i  MD was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  August, w h i l e  t h e  new p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i ce r ,  Cheng Sh ih -ch ing ,  r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r .  

( f )  As f o r  t h e  three MDs s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Can ton  
MR:: i n  Kwangtung, where both t h e  presumed m i l i t a r y  com- 
mander and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r  were i n  place a s  of e a r l y  
1967, two others--Huang Jung-hai.  and  Yang Mei-sheng--have 
been  reported i n  t h e  commander 's  post d u r i n g  1967, and 
b o t h  a r e  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  Chen. 
Te h a s  r ema ined  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ;  i n  Kwangsi,  where  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  commander and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  were both i n  ap- 
p a r e n t  f a v o r  as of e a r l y  1967 ,  commander Ou Chih-fu and  
p o l i t i c a l  off icer  Wei Kuo-ching have  b o t h  a p p e a r e d ' t o  
r e t a i n  f a v o r ;  and  i n  Hunan, w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander 
had dropped  o u t  of s i m s  of e a r l y  1967 and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
off icer  had been  pu rged ,  Commander Lung Shu-chin h a s  
r e c e n t l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  b u t  h i s  s t a t u s  r e m a i n s  
u n c e r t a i n  f o l l o w i n g  P e k i n g ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Hunan, w h i l e  
t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  is u n c e r t a i n  
( i t  may be Hua Kuo-feng or  Tan Wen-pang). 

. 

(g) As f o r  t h e  two %IDS s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Wuhan 
MR':: i n  Honans where  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander was i n  place 
b u t  t h e  p m c a l  o f f i c e r  may have been  r e p l a c e d  ag  of 
e a r l y  1967, commander Chang Shu-chih had r e c e n t l y  a p p e a r e d  
i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  b u t  may a c t u a l l y  be i n  d i s f a v o r  as  a 
r e s u l t  of deve lopmen t s  l e a d i n g  t o  P e k i n g ' s  : i n t e r v e n t i o n  
i n  Honan, w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  officer L i u  Chien-hsun (who may 
or  may n o t  have  been  named s i n c e  e a r l y  1967) seems i n  
f a v o r ;  and i n  Hupei ,  where  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander was i n  
place w h i l e  t h m i t i c a l  o f f icer  had been  purged  a s  of 
e a r l y  1967, commander Wu Shih-an  seems t o  have been  a 
c a s u a l t y  of t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Hupei  MD i n  Augus t ,  
w h i l e  t h e  probable new p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  Chu Yeh-kuei,  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r .  

. .  

, I ,  '0 
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I ( h )  Of  t h e  two MDB s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Kunmingi'BIR: 
] i n  Kweichow, w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander had been replaced 
, b u t  t h e  p o r i t i c a l  o f f icer  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n  p l a c e  a s  of 
, e a r l y  1967, t h e  new commander, Ho Kuang-yu, r e m a i n s  i n  
f a v o r ,  w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  Shih-Hsin-an h a s  appa r -  
b n t l y  been  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  L i  Tsa i -han  a s  first p o l i t i c a l  
o f f icer ;  and  i n  Yunna where t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
'commander was u n c e r  + a n and  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
'officer i n  d o u b t  a s  of e a r l y  1967, t h e  commander iden t i :  
lf ied l a t e r  i n  1967,  L i  H s i - f u ,  is now m i s s i n g  and  may 
\have been  replaced by Chen Kang , w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
,Chou Hs ing  h a s  been m i s s i n g  a l l  y e a r  and has  p r o b a b l y  been 
replaced b y  L l  Cheng-f ang. 
I 

I (i) F i n a l l y ,  of t h e  f o u r  MDs s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
Lanchow MR: i n  Kansu, where n e i t h e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander 
n o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a m i c e r  was known a s  of e a r l y  1961, t h e  
possible  commander, Kang Chien-min, is i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r ,  
w h i l e  t h e  possible p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  has  now dropped  o u t  
of s i g h t ;  i n  N i n g h s i a ,  where  t h e  probable commander was 
o u t  of s i g h t  w h i l e  t h e  p r o b a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  had been 
purged as of e a r l y  1967, commander Chu Sheng- ta  is st i l l  
m i s s i n g ,  presumed p u r g e d ,  and may have  b e e n - r e p l a c e d  by 
Chao P ing- lun ,  w h i l e  no  new p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  h a s  been  
i d e n t i f i e d  ; i n  S h e n s i ,  where  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander and  
t h e  probable PO-1 off icer  were both  o u t  of s i g h t  a s  
of e a r l y  1967, commander::Hu Ping-yun reappeared b u t  is now 
m i s s i n g  a g a i n  and may have  been r e p l a c e d  by Kuan Sheng- 
c h i h ,  w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  officer Yuan Ko-fu was a p p a r e n t l y  
r e p l a c e d  by Kao Wei-sung, who is h i m s e l f  now m i s s i n g ;  and  
i n  T s i n  h a i ,  where  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander was i n  place 
whi  e 
once  a n d  p e r h a p s  twice a s  of e a r l y  1967, commander Liu 
Hsien-chuan is s t i l l  i n  a p p a r e n t  f a v o r  w h i l e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  
of t h e  l a t e s t  p o l i t i c a l  officer is n o t  known ( i t  may be 
Chang C h i a n g - l i n ) .  

p o s i t i o n s  a s  of autumn 1965 w h i c h  c a n  be checked--is more 
t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  top l e v e l s  ( t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  a n d '  p r i n c i p a l  off  icerscdf m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s )  , and 
a p p e a r s  t o  be 35 t o  40 p e r c e n t  for  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  ( a l l  l e a d i n g  o f f i ce r s  of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  

+ e - p o l i t i c a l  off icer  had been purged  a t  l e a s t  

I 

f h  sum, t h e  s ca l e  of t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA--of t h o s e  
- 

I 
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and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ) .  To 
r e c a p i t u l a t e :  I .  

(a)  In  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n s ,  of t h e  61 p o s i -  
t i o n s  ( a l l  of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o n e s )  w h i c h  c a n  be checked, 
t h e  o c c u p a n t s  of 28 a r e  known or be l ieved  on  good e v i d e n c e  
t o  have been pu rged ,  w h i l e  10 a r e  i n  d o u b t ,  and on  t h e  
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h o s e  i n  d o u b t  have 
i n  f a c t  f a l l e n ,  t h e  r i g h t  f i g u r e  would be a t  l e a s t  31. 

(b) In  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  if t h e  r a n k i n g  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  alone a r e  con- , 
sidered, of t h e  24 o r i g i n a l  off icers  (autumn 1965) a t  
l e a s t  14 have f a l l e n ,  w i t h  six o r  s e v e n  i n  d o u b t ,  andchon 
t h e  same a s s u m p t i o n , , a b o u t  those i n  d o u b t  t h e  t r u e  f i g u r e  
would be a t  l e a s t  r16;4.an a s t o n i s h i n g  purge r a t e  of two 
in t h r e e ;  b u t  if a l l  of t h e  l e a d i n g  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  of t h e  100 o f f - i c e r s  w h o  c a n  be 
checked  some 20 have been  purged  or removed, w i t h  37 i n  
d o u b t ,  so  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  f i g u r e  is p r o b a b l y  a t  l e a s t  32, 
or a p u r g e  r a t e  of someth ing  o v e r  30 percent .  

(c) I n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d is t r ic ts ,  of t h e  44 o p i g i n a l  
o f f i c e r s  (autumn 1965), a t  l e a s t  ’20 have been p u r g e d ,  and 
i f  t h e  same assumpt ion  is made a b o u t  f h o s e  i n  d o u b t ,  a t  
least 24, f o r  a p u r g e  r a t e  of  more t h a n  50 p e r c e n t .  

(d )  If t h e  f i g u r e s  fo r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and 
m i l i t a r y  d i s t r ic t s  are  combined,  t o  get  a s i n g l e  f i g u r e ,  
f o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o u t s i d e  Peking,  t h e  p r o b a b l e  f i g u r e  
would be a t  l e a s t  56 o u t  of 144 ,  for  a pu rge  r a t e  of 
s o m e t h i n g  c l o s e  t o  40 p e r c e n t ,  

(e) If t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t o  g e t  a f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  PLA as a whole o u t s i d e  t h e  
top c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  wha teve r  purge-rate is d e r i v e d  
w i l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  40 percent. On 
t h e  a r b i t r a r y  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  p e r h a p s  a dozen of t h e  100 
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  a r m i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  have been  p u r g e d ,  
and  combining  t h i s  f i g u r e  ( p e r h a p s  g r o s s l y  m i s t a k e n )  w i t h  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i g u r e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o u t s i d e  
P e k i n g ,  t h e  p u r g e - r a t e  fo r  t h e  PLA l e a d e r s h i p  a s  a w h o l e  
( o u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  l eade r sh ip )  would be somewhere between 
25 and 30 p e r c e n t .  

I 



p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  PLA is a mechanism of e x t e r n a l  
c o n t r o l  r e s p o n s i v e  to  t h e  p a r t y  leaders and is presumably 
so r e g a r d e d  (with some h o s t i l i t y )  by many o r  most m i l i t a r y  

, I n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  only s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  I n  p l a c e  when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  began ,  of t h e  20 
known o r  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  purged  ( the  great  m a j o r i t y )  
or removed, o n l y  f i v e  a r e  m i l i t a r y  commanders--Yang Yung 
( l i s t e d  above  a l s o ) ,  Chen T s a i - t a o ,  Huang H s i n - t i n g ,  Wei 
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C h i e h ,  and Kung F e i .  F o u r t e e n  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s ,  
most of whom had i m p o r t a n t  posts  i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  t h e  p r imary  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e i r  f a l l ;  and  one  (Ulan fu )  was both a m i l i t a r y  com- 
mander and a p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  b u t  perhaps o n l y  n o m i n a l l y  
t h e  former. 

I n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r ic t s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  o n l y  t h e  
two r a n k i n g  o f f i ce r s  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  a n d  o n l y  those i n  
place when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n 1 *  began ,  twe lve  of t h e  first 
1 4  t o  f a l l  were p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s ,  most of t h e m  concur-  
r e n t l y  p r o v i n c i a l  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a g a i n  b e i n g  t h e  
p r i m a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Of t h e  11 known o r  c o n j e c t u r e d  t o  
have  f a l l e n  s i n c e  e a r l y  1967, however, e i g h t  a r e  m i l i t a r y  
commanders. * 

Summarizing these v a r i o u s  categories of t h e  purged  
and  removed, m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a b o u t  25 
of t h e  known or  presumed v i c t i m s  among PLA l e a d e r s ,  and 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  a c c o u n t  fo r  a b o u t  40. If o n l y  t h o s e  
p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  wh ich  c a n  be checked,  a b o u t  one  
i n  f o u r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  h a s  f a l l e n ,  o r  one  
i n  three i f  a l l o w a n c e  is made f o r  those w h o s e  s t a t u s  is 
i n  d o u b t ,  w h i l e  more t h a n  half  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  
have  f a l l e n ,  or t w o  o u t  of three i f  d o u b t f u l  cases a re  
allowed for .  If t h e  armies i n  t h e  f i e l d  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  
however,  a n d  on  the a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  of t h e  p u r g e  
of b o t h  m i l i t a r y  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  these 
armies h a s  been  ve ry  l o w ,  t h e  r i g h t  f i g u r e  for  a l l  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t he  PLA l eade r sh ip  would be 
someth ing  l i k e  one  i n  four, and f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officers 
one  i n  two. 

I '-51 
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*It  was p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d  t h a t  there were " a t  l e a s t  
s i x "  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ;  t h e  maximum f i g u r e  is 11. 
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Prospects 

The p u r g e  of t h e  PLA h a s  n o t  been completed. T h i s  
lis e v i d e n t  o n  t h e  face of i t ,  because  Ma0 and h i s  team 
lare s t i l l  s p e a k i n g  of t h e  need t o  carry t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
/ t h r o u g h  " to  t h e  e n d , "  and t h e  "end" is d e f i n e d  i n  l a rge  
p a r t  i n  terms of Mao's b e i n g  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  i n  
place everywhere  re l iab le  V e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . * 1  
,One c a n  o n l y  c o n j e c t u r e ,  however,  a s  t o  which  m i l i t a r y  
/ leaders now i n  p l a c e  he p l a n s  t o  p u r g e  when h e  c a n  get 
a r o u n d  t o  i t ,  or which  of them w i l l  t u r n  i n t o  rea l  or 
f a n c i e d  o p p o n e n t s  as  t h e  t f r e v o l u t i o n f t  p roceeds .  * 
I 
top  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  have  f a l l e n ,  almost 
a l l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l eade r sh ip  o r g a n s  have  a l r eady  
been  pu rged  or r e o r g a n i z e d .  (The term (,purge" a s  u s e d  
here means t h e  disgrace and /o r  removal  of a t  l ea s t  o n e  
of t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  officers and  some lesser officers; 
w h i l e  a t f r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , t l  more thorough-going ,  means t h e  
disgrace and/or  removal  of both of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i ce r s  
or of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  officer when there is o n l y  o n e ,  p l u s  
some lesser off icers .  ) The top  two off icers  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
Affa i r s  Committee rema in  i n  place, b u t  t h e  MAC h a s  been  
r e o r g a n i z e d  below t h e  top l e v e l ;  t h e  PLA/CRG has been  
r e o r g a n i z e d  twice; t h e  M i n i s t r y  of N a t i o n a l  Defense  has  
been  purged;  t h e  Genera l  Staff  h a s  been r e o r g a n i z e d ;  t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Departmenlt h a s  been r e o c g a n i z e d ;  t h e  
other d e p a r t m e n t s  have  been  purged;  and  a l m o s t  a l l  of t h e  
s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  have  been  purged .  The c h a n c e s  a re  
t h a t  there  a m  few i f  a n y  among t h e  s u r v i v o r s  i n  t h i s  
g r o u p  whom Mao h a s  h i s  e y e  on  a t  t h e  moment; whereas i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s tages  of t h e  p u r g e  Mao went t h r o u g h  a n  elaborate 
process before p u r g i n g  t h o s e  p a r t y  leaders  whom h e  had 
marked for p u r g i n g  some time ear l ier ,  i n  l a te r  s t a g e s  those 

1 
, A s  i s  e v i d e n t  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f u l l y  h a l f  of t h e  . E .  

* L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  j o i n e d  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  a n d  Red - F l a g  i n  a N a t i o n a l -  October) editori-ophesfig 
a " v e r y  a c u t e  and c o m p l i c a t e d . ,  .c lass  s t r u g g l e "  i n  t h e  
n e x t  y e a r ,  w i t h  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  be expected from both  ! * t h e  
r i g h t "  and  t h e  "extreme l e f t .  0 1  
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p a r t y  and  m i l i t a r y  leaders who have f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s f a v o r  
- - t h o s e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  Peking--have been  b r o u g h t  down 
q u i c k l y ,  so t h a t  t h e  f ac t  of' c o n t i n u e d  occupancy  of a n  
i m p o r t a n t  p o s t - - i n  Peking--probably means i n  almost a l l  
cases t h a t  t h e  man is sti l l  i n  favor. It  seems a sure 
th ing; ,  however,  t h a t  some of t h e s e  w i l l  f a l l  i n t o  d i s -  
f a v o r  a s  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  p roceeds .  

j 
i 
I 
I 

I 

The p i c t u r e  is less c lear  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  Pek ing .  Of t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  a t  
l ea s t  11 have  been pu rged ,  and  of those 11 a t  l e a s t  f i v e  
have  been r e o r g a n i z e d  (Peking ,  I n n e r  Mongolia ,  Wuhan, 
Chengtu,  and Tibet) .  A t  l eas t  one  more is l i k e l y  to  be 
r e o r g a n i z e d  ( S i n k i a n g ) ,  and  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  more may be 
if t h e y  have n o t  a l r e a d y  been (Nanking,  Foochow, Canton,  

' and Kunming). Of t h e  22 p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r ic t s  
and  t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  g a r r i s o n  commands (Pek ing  and  
S h a n g h a i ) ,  a t  l e a s t  15 of t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r ic t s  and both 
of t h e  g a r r i s o n  commands have been p u r g e d ,  and  of t h e  15 
a t  l e a s t  three (Anhwei, K i a n g s i ,  H u p e i ) ,  p e r h a p s  a s  many 
as 14, have been  r e o r g a n i z e d .  
a dozen m i l i t a r y  d i s t r ic t s  y e t  t o  be r e o r g a n i z e d  (depend- 
i n g  on how many have  a l r e a d y  b e e n ) ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  
p e r h a p s  b e i n g  Kiangsu ,  Chekiang,  Hunan, Honan, and Yunnan, 
i n  most of which  large-scale v i o l e n c e  l a s t e d  for an  un- 
u s u a l l y  l o n g  t i m e .  

T h e r e  may be a s  many as 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  (done)  
and r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  a s  n e c e s s a r y  (done 
in large p a r t ) ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  Mao w a n t s  t o  do i n  c a r r y i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n  "to t h e  end" is to  se t  up  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
m i t t e e s " - - r e p l a c i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s - - i n  a l l  or a l m o s t  
a l l  of t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a n d ' p r i n c i p a l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  of 
China ,  commi t t ees  i n  which PLA o f f i ce r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  
one of those components ( t h e  o thers  b e i n g  acceptable p a r t y  
cadres and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t trebelfi  o r g a n i a a  t i o n s ) .  * 

He has n o t  been  i n  a h u r r y  a b o u t  t h i s ;  t h i s  b e l o n g s  t o  
t h e  l t c o n s t r u c t i v e l l  stage of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  c a n  be, 
s h o u l d  be, done s l o w l y  and  m e t h o d i c a l l y ,  so tEat t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be f i r m ,  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  f i v e  p r o v i n c i a l  

Kweichow, T s i n g h a i ) ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  two i n  t h e  two 
l p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s  (Pek ing  and S h a n g h a i ) .  And there . 'are 

I r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees ( S h a n s i ,  H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  Shantung,  

I 

I 



i 
I o n l y  f i v e  known p r e p a r a t o r y  g r o u p s ,  for t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees ( K i a n g s i ,  Hunan, Szechuan ,  Kansu, 
I n n e r  Mongol ia ) .  The 16 other  p r o v i n c e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  three 
of t h e  f o u r  vlautonomousfl  r e g i o n s )  are u n d e r  m i l i t a r y  con- 
t r o l  commiss ions  or t h e  e q u i v a l e n t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  unde r  
m i l i t a r y  r u l e  and  c o n t r o l .  The m i l i t a r y  seem t o  be t h e  
p r i n c i p a l ,  dominant  a u t h o r i t i e s  eve rywhere  else t o o - 4 h a t  
is,  i n  t h e  # p r o v i n c e s  and  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committees or p r e p a r a t o r y  g r o u p s  for  them. A d d i t i o n a l  
m f l i t a r y  leaders a r e  sure t o  get i n t o  t r o u b l e  p r ior  to  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n ,  and in t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 
these r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees: "rebel" g r o u p s  w i l l  con- 
t i n u e  to  f i g h t  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r ;  "rebels" d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a r e  s u r e  t o  make troub1.e for  

) w i l l  be s u p p o r t e d  by P e k i n g ;  b o t h  of t h e  other components  
i n  t h e  formed committees ( p a r t y  cadres a n d  Vebelsfl) 
are s u r e  t o  make t r o u b l e  for  t h e  PLA component;  and Pek ing  
'is s u r e  to  d i s a p p r o v e  of some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  committees 
,do. 

I The p u r g e  of t h e  PLA c o u l d ,  of c o u r s e ,  be e i t h e r  
g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  or g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i f  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
PLA were to  t u r n  o n  Mao and t r y  t o  depose him. It  would 
be g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  i f  t h e  coup f a i l e d - a s  Mao would fo l -  
low t h e  c o u r s e  t h a t  B e  followed \irith t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
and pu rge  almost a l l  of t h e  l e a d e r s  for  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l l handfu l l f  a t  t h e  top .  
And i t  m i g h t  be g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i f  t h e  c o u p  succeeded  
-- that  is, many of those ( p r i m a r i l y  m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
n o t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s )  now purged  b u t  n o t  k i l l e d  m i g h t  
be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and restored t o  office. 

*I ' t h e  local m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  and  some of these 7TrebelsTt 1 

I 

The q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  Mao w i l l  g i v e  
t h e  leaders of t h e  PLA s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  f o r .  a coup.  One 
could a r g u e  t h a t  h e  B l r e a d y  has ,  a t  l e a s t  fo r  some PLA 
leaders  remaindng i n  f a v o r :  good comrades have  been  
b r o u g h t  down, morale i n  some p a r t s  of t h e  PLA h a s  s u f f e r e d ,  
t r a i n i n g  has bean  weakened, comba t - r ead iness  ha6 been  
r e d u c e d ,  no  leader is r e a l l y  s e c u r e ,  and  so on.  Never the-  
less i t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Mao h a s  n o t  p rovoked  c o o r d i n a t e d  
r e s i s t a n c e  among m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  k i n d  of r e s i s t a n c e  

. w h i c h  i n t e r  a l i a  c o u l d  be expressed i n  a coup.  One i m p o r t a n t  
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I r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  is s u r e l y  t h a t  i n  t h e  same pe r iod  i n  wh ich  
I Mao has done  these d i s a g r e e a b l e  t h i n g s  to t h e  PLA h e  a l s o  

I C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y ,  so t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  s u r v i v o r s  
g r e a t l y  e l e v a t e d  i t  i n  p r e s t i g e ,  power and i n f l u e n c e  i n  

of t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA is i n  o n e  way better t h a n  i t  . , 

was before t h e  p u r g e  began-- there  are more a t t r a c t i v e  
p o s i t i o n s  t h a n  t h e r e  were, and  fewer competitors f o r  them.  

leaders, p l u s  t h e  good d i s c i p l i n e  e x p e c t e d  of m i l i t a r y  

I 
1 

I 

I The c o m b i n a t i o n  of fear  and a m b i t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of PLA 

I leaders, h a s  worked w e l l  f o r  Mao. 

The q u e s t i o n  comes down, t h e n ,  t o  Mao's plans w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u r v i v o r s .  D o e s  Ma0 msan -them to s u r v i v e ?  
Mao's p r e s e n t  p l a n s ,  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  p u r g e  
and r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA, a p p e a r  'tp be modest;  t h a t  
is, h e  seems p r e t t y  w e l l  pleased w i t h  t h e  PLA a s  p r e s e n t l y  
c o n s t i t u t e d ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  does n o t  p l a n  a pu rge  of i t  
on t h e  scale of t h e  p a r t y  appara tus- -which  would p u r g e  
most of its r e m a i n i n g  l e a d e r s .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  must  be 
r e c o g n i z e d ,  however,  t h a t  Mao w i l l  become d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  
t h e  PLA's per fo rmance  i n  its p o l i t i c a l  ro le ,  w i l l  d ec ide  
t h a t  most of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  PLA l e a d e r s  have  a l s o  " i t l i l e d  
t h e  test," and w i l l  i n  f a c t  c o n d u c t  or t r y  t o  c o n d u c t  an- 
o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA. It  is a t  l e a s t  a rgu -  
able  t h a t  Mao would n o t  be a b l e  t o  get away w i t h  t h i s ,  
t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  n e i t h e r  f e a r  nor a m b i t i o n  n o r  d i s c i p l i n e  
would s e r v e  h i m  w e l l  enough,  t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  he  would 
provoke  t h e  k i n d  of c o o r d i n a t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  whic- been  
m i s s i n g  i n  t h e  pas t  two y e a r s ,  and t h a t  a g r o u p  of m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders in P e k i n g  would e x e c u t e  a p l a n  f o r  h i s  
o v e r t h r o w  d e s i g n e d  by a c o a l i t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  and non- 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  (Some o b s e r v e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a blood- 
less coup h a s  a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d ,  t h a t  Mao and  Lin have  
a l r eady  been  d i s l o d g e d  by s u c h  a c o a l i t i o n ;  t h e  e v i d e n c e  
seems overwhelmingly  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  b u t  s u c h  a deve lop-  
ment must c o n t i n u e  t o  be regarded as  b e i n g  among t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for t h e  f u t u r e . )  On b a l a n c e ,  none of these  
seems a s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  for t h e  short term, s a y  t h e  
n e x t  s i x  months:  t h a t  is, Mao w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n o t  a t t e m p t  
a n o t h e r  large-scale p u r g e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
n o t  rise a g a i n s t  h im,  he w i l l  probably n o t  be d i s lodged .  
The p r o b a b i l i t y ,  r a t h e r ,  is f o r  Mao to  r e m a i n  i n  command 
and t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a modest f u r t h e r  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  PLA a s  i n c l i n a t i o n  and  o p p o r t u n i t y  permit .  
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T h i s  j u d g m m t  assumes  t h a t  Mao's h e a l t h  h o l d s ,  
t h a t  he does n o t  d i e  or d e t e r i o r a t e  t o  s u c h  a degree t h a t  
he has t o  be set aside.  The c h a n c e s  of either h i s  e a r l y  
d e a t h  or h i s  e a r l y  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a re  impossible t o  evtt lu- 

j ate .  On o n e  hand,  some o b s e r v e r s  repor t  h im h e a l t h y  and 
l i n  command of h i s  f a c u l t i e s ;  on  t h e  o ther ,  some o b s e r v e r s  

( i n c l u d i n g  some medical o b s e r v e r s )  p o i n t  to  h i s  medical 
h i s t o r y  ( t h e y  b e l i e v e  h i m  to  have had a number of s t rokes)  
and q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  others  are r i g h t .  I n  any  case, 
he  c o u l d  die or become d i sab led  a t  a n y  t i m e ,  and L i n  Piao, 
t h e w  of t h e  PLA, who h a s  been  c l e a r l y  and  e m p h a t i c a l l y  

I d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r ,  would probably I n  f a c t  suc-  
c e e d .  L i n  and  Chou E n - l a i  m i g h t  well s u r p r i s e  eve rybody  

, by working  amicably together  ( t h e y  would t e n d  to need 
i each o t h e r ) .  Even i f  t h i s  were to  p r o v e  u n t r u e  and  there  

were t o  be a " s t r u g g l e  fo r  powervt (as  there h a s  n o t  y e t  
b e e n ) ,  e i ther  of these men as c o n t e n d e r ,  and  e i ther  a s  
w i n n e r ,  would c o n t i n u e  t o  need t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  PLA, 
and t h i s  would be t r u e  of other possible c o n t e n d e r s  too. 
I n  sum, t h e  f o r t u n e s  of most of t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  PLA look p r e t t y  good even  unde r  Mao, and seem l i k e l y  

\ 

* to improve unde r  Mao's s u c c e s s o r ,  
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