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Abstract: Many studies have documented the instructional efficacy of civic education.  

However, researchers are only now starting to determine the teaching practices that are 

likely to bring about particular outcomes among learners. This study, one in a set of 

investigations to be conducted by CIRCLE, indicates deliberative classroom discussions 

are positively related to advances in the political interest, political knowledge, and a 

sense of political efficacy of students involved in such discussions. By connecting 

classroom teaching methods to particular outcomes among learners, the researchers 

conducting this set of investigations intend to provide empirical warrants for best 

practices or teaching methods in civic education. Those interested in this ongoing 

research project should periodically go to the website of CIRCLE to learn about new 

activities and findings of the empirical studies attempting to link certain teaching 

methods to particular learning outcomes. 
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Abstract: This publication reports the findings of the IEA Civic Education Study.  This 

international research project involved more than three thousand fourteen-year-old 

students of civics-related curricula in twenty-eight countries. The students, their teachers, 

and school administrators responded to questionnaires about inputs and outcomes of civic 

education.  The findings pertain to the civic knowledge, civics-related intellectual skills, 

political participation tendencies, civic engagement, and civic attitudes of students in the 

participating countries. Relationships of particular methods of teaching and learning 

outcomes were also investigated. For example, students regularly involved in discussions 

of current political issues in a classroom climate distinguished by civility, tolerance, and 

respect for free inquiry and expression, were more likely than those not experiencing this 

teaching method to express political interest, political tolerance, a sense of political 

efficacy, and a propensity for political participation and civic engagement. Researchers 

also found that students with higher levels of conceptual knowledge of 

civics/government/politics were likely to express or exhibit desirable civic attitudes and 

skills associated with good citizenship in a democracy.  

 

 

 


