


FREEDOM MARCH
THROUGH RANKIN COUNTY

Rural Rankin county, which set
Mississippi’s county record for the
number of churches burned within the
past vear (five), was the scene of a
Freedom March May 28-29 by some
300 Negroes and whites.

Aimed at protesting the seating of
Mississippi’s five congressmen and
the voter discrimination which made
this possible, the march was sponsored
jointly by CORE and the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party. One of

the demonstration’s leaders was
CORE Task Force Worker George
Raymond.

“We want to let them know we're
not afraid,” commented Rube Lee
Myers, a marcher from Haynes Chap-
el. But on this particular occasion
there was little grounds for fear
since state and county officials appar-
ently were anxious to avert the kind
of terrorism which has prevailed in
this Klan stronghold. State and coun-
ty police accompanied the marchers
for the entire 15 miles—from Fannin
to Brandon, the county seat.

When the marchers arrived at the
courthouse, Mayor C. J. Harvey
promptly met with their Ileaders.
About 50 of the marchers were guided
to the registrar’s office to take regis-

traticn tests and the remainder were-

escorted to an upstairs courtroom
where they sang freedom songs until
the start of the rally.

Main speaker at the rally was
CORE National Director James Far-
mer, who predicted that as an out-
come of the new voting bill, from one
to two million southern Negroes will
be registered within six months.

At present only 94 of Rankin coun-
ty’s 6,944 Negroes of voting age are
registered in contrast to over 12,000
of its 13,264 whites.
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see to it that the deeds follow the words. The fight is not ended-—the most
difficult part is ahead. You must hold your movement together.”

Shortly after midnight on the previous day two whites were arrested for
attempting to set afire the church where Farmer spoke.

In his radio talk, the mayor promised that all city ordinances requiring
segregation would be repealed, that Negro policemen would be hired and that
the city council will act on Negro demands for sewage and water mains in
their area. He also pledged that “anyone, white or Negro, who attempts to
violate the rights of another or cause bodily harm will be promptly arrested,
charged and prosecuted.” He asserted: “Everyone must recognize the fact
that federal laws supersede city and state laws in the field of civil rights for
all citizens,”

Ag this issue goes to press, some of the downtown stores are still being
picketed and the pickets are being harassed repeatedly by gangs of whites.
The parks have been closed since May 19 when a white mob armed with brass
knuckles, clubs and guns attacked Negroes who came to desegregate Cassidy
Park. The day after the mayor issued his policy statement, a crowd of whites
tore down the park’s gates. The Negroes plan to return to the park scon.
Bogalusa—along with the rest of Louisiana—will be a focus of CORE’s sum-
mer program.

Industry's Role Challenged At Stockholders Meeting
Although Reed Hunt, Chairman of Crown Zellerbach Corp., barred any
statements by persons attending the annual stockholders meeting in San
Francisco, the issue of segregation at the company’s Bogalusa plants was
raised during the question period.

When Rev. Harry Scholefield, representing the First Unitarian Church,
which is a stockholder, started to make a statement, Hunt interrupted him
with “We are not here for speeches; if you have a question, I'll be glad to
answer it.”

At this point, CORE Vice-Chairman Wilfred Ussery, who recently re-
turned from Bogalusa and who held a proxy from Attorney Frank Brann,
rose and asked: “Is it not correct that as of today, the facilities in the Crown_
Zellerbach Bogalusa plants are segregated—time cards, lunchrooms, drinking
fountains, etc.?"”

“1 dealt with that question in my statement,” was Hunt’s reply. Actually,
he did not. While he stated that “discriminatory signs have been removed,”
he omitted the fact that segregation still prevails throughout the plant and
that the workers are represented by two separate unions, one white, one Negro.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Rev. William Parsons, a member of the
Bogaiusa Committee of Concern, which is headed by Ussery, told of having
visited the Bogalusa plants recently and having observed the segregated wash-
rooms and drinking fountains. The Committee of Concern is a San Francisco
group formed “to urge Crown Zellerbach to assume positive leadership in
bringing freedom, justice and equality to Bogalusa.” Crown Zellerbach is
Bogalusa’s major industry.

CORE CHAIRMAN FIRED FOR LEADING PICKET LINE

The day after leading a picket line
at the county office building protest-
ing the appointment of two segrega-
tionists to the Montgomery County,
Md.,, Human Relations Commission,
Michael Tabor, chairman of Suburban
Washington CORE, was fired from
his job as welfare department social
worker. County Manager Mason
Butcher admitted that the picketing,
which he described as “conduct un-
becoming a county employee,” was the
sole reason for the dismissal.

A protest march on the county office
building is being planned by Citizens
Against County Tyranny, a local
ministers group headed by Rev. David
Harris Cole. The American Civil Lib-

Withhold U.S. Scheol Aid

As a consequence of a complaint

erties Union will challenge the dis-
missal.

The two appointments which the
CORE group protested were those of
Rev. William Adams, who gave the
invocation for Governor Wallace of
Alabama during his election campaign
appearance here and Mrs. William
Brueggeman, who is afliliated with
ultra-rightist groups and has opposed
publicly the penalizing of discrimina-
tory barbers and restaurant owners.
Rev. Adams was nominated to the
Human Relations Commission by John
Henry Hiser, a county councilman
who also is an outspoken segregation-
ist. Two years ago Hiser closed his
theaters rather than integrate them.

filed by Suburban Washington CORE,
the U.S. Office of Education has with-
held federal aid to the schools of
Prince George's County for the 1965
fiscal year. This was disclosed by OE
officials at a meeting with a CORE
committee, headed by Tabor.

“The county enforces a strict
neighborhood school system on white
residents, but not on Negro resi-
dents,” the CORE complaint charged.
Negro students are bussed from all
over the county to a small number of
Negro schools such as Fairmount
Heights Senior High School and
Douglass Senior High School.”
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