Reptile conservation in Mauritius:
Restoring island biodiversity

Extinct Giant Mauritian Skink
Leiolopisma mauritiana
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The arrival of people in Mauritius has led to the near
destruction of much of this unique ecosystem
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Round Island
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— Introduction: species release outside its natural range
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The need for conservation

e 30 years ago it was recognised that:
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Re-building reptile communities

* In 2006 SDarwin Initiative funding) we initiated the
first reptile translocations in the Indian Ocean

* It was essential that we chose species based on
— seiakititycohpeteatiahisiaiols:‘vulnerability to extinction”
- cursmabmtytwnhm the donor populatlons

Re-building reptile communities

« llot Vacoas Bojer’s Skink, Gongylomorphus bojerii sp.
— Restricted to llot Vacoas, only 1ha!
— 400 skinks inhabit the island

Re-building reptile communities

» Nactus ooigcemirensis igsinidsadiiere the house
geckg.hasiot reached 4 4
« Gunners Quoin
« A small area of rock on Flat Island

« Pigeon Rock

Re-building reptile communities
. Telfalr s skink Leloloplsma telfalru

Re-building reptile communities
* Night geckos, Nactus spp.
o N Aehe small geckos were on u u:ie‘spread and possibly
the most.abundant vertebrates.in pristine Mauritius

— Underwent catastrophic reduction in range following the
introduction of the house gecko, Hemidactylus frenatus

Re-building reptile communities

Nactus durrelli restricted to Round Island

Both night geckos are now segregated from,one ©
another
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Re-building reptile communities
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Re-building reptile communities
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Re-building reptile communities

* To determine the adaptability and ecological role of
the translocated reptiles on the recipient islands

seasonal comparisons with donor populations’
utilisation of habitat and diet
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— Telfair's skinks were PIT tagged et B
— All others too small for tagging given photographic IDs
— Pattern of scaring, missing toes/claws, tail breaks recorded

The future for Mauritian reptiles

«_Is there a brighter future for Mauritian reptilei
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The future for Mauritian reptiles
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Reptile conservation has been a team E
effort involving many people
Only with collaboration can we continue S-
to restore these unigue communities
Thank you! :




