The unique reptiles of Mauritius
Offshore islands —the last refuge
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The arrival of people in Mauritius has led to the near
destruction of much of this unique ecosystem

more than 60% of the unique
es from the mainland e
~ Reptilian predators and competitors
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Round Island

* Remote and relatively diffimess

rats and other introduced predators responsible for
reptile extinction never reached the island
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¢ Maintains the last semi-intactareptilé cymmunity in the
south-east of Mauritius, which includes\a unique form

of Bojer’s skink found no‘\%else




"+ The Bouton's skink, Cryptoblepharus boutonii "+ The causes of their decline in the past still threaten
» These are still found in coastal areas of Mauritius, their existence today
but are more abundant on the islands
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« There are also other current and highly related
threats to island reptile populations
— Habitat destruction [~
— Fire :
— Littering

Re-building reptile communities
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Re-building reptile communities

Re-building reptile communities

» To safeguard against these disturbances we (DWCT, MWF,
NPCS — Darwin Initiative) are moving vulnerable reptiles
back to other islands where they used to occur

* For example: if one island is invaded and the reptiles are
lost, we will have another safe population elsewhere

» In 2006 we initiated the first reptile translocations in the

Re-building reptile communities

« llot Vacoas’ skink, Gongylomorphus bojerii sp.
— Restricted to llot Vacoas, only 1ha!

- 400 sk|nks inhabit the |sland
Jan@ inkd to lle aux Fouquets

Re-building reptile communities

o (DuttOBat also does not have any other problematic
couleuvre or musk shrew

¢ 30 Nactus coindemirensis
¢ 30 Nactus durrelli




Re-building reptile communities Re-building reptile communities

» Every few months we check on the status of the

¢ Since we started we have had:
reptiles and the islands
T -

— 4 introductions to llot Chat
« Agamid lizard
* Musk Shrew
» Couleuvre
» Rat
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« These animals have killéd allthe gegkos on llot Chat

CTEEEL G EEmEEEE however * Demonstrates the current threat to other island populations
o I posed by Invasive Alien Species in Mauritius




