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Preliminary list of fishes from the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute expedition to Curaçao with 
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In 2005, the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute sponsored a 
collecting trip to Curaçao and Klien Curaçao , as part of a grant to Ross 
Robertson, to document the fishes of the greater Caribbean region. The 
Curaçao Sea Aquarium provided support and accommodations for the 
research team. Collections were made at 29 stations between 2 January 
and 13 January 2005.  Most of the collections were made using rotenone, 
which is the only effective method of collecting cryptic fishes. A total of 
6,114 specimens of 119 taxa were collected. Along with those 
documented by Metzelaar (1919), FishBase, and several web-based 
museum collections, we present our findings from Curaçao to document 
a preliminary list of fishes from that region. 
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1.) To date, using rotenone, STRI recorded 25 species of cryptic fishes not previously 
documented from Curaçao.  
2.) The 25 new records are highlighted in the table: 1 Moringuidae, 2 Muraenidae, 1 
Antennariidae, 4 Gobiesocidae, 1 Carangidae, 1 Tripterygiidae, 2 Labrisomidae, 3 
Chaenopsidae, 1 Blenniidae and 9 Gobiidae. 
3.) The STRI collection consists of fishes from 35 families, 69 genera, and 111 species. 
4.) Previously documented records from museums, local Curaçao publications, and journal 
articles, record fishes from 94 families, 237 genera, and 440 species.  Metzelaar (1919) 
contains 179 of the total species. 
5.) FishBase lists 101 families, 297 genera, and 553 species of shore fishes, though only 8 of 
these species are documented by actual collection records. 
6.) To date, 6 museums in the United States, with online databases, are included in this 
poster.  We are currently gathering lists from Europe and additional museums. 

1.) Collect in a range of habitats around Curaçao using rotenone to 
document cryptic fishes not generally collected by other methods. 
2.) Evaluate collection data from museums. 
3.) Obtain published records of fishes from local Curaçao reports and 
collections. 
4.) Assess the validity of the list of fishes from Curaçao derived from 
FishBase. 
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TABLE ABREVIATIONS 
AK – collected by Annemarie Kramer, 2005-2006 
AM – American Museum of Natural History collection 
CA – California Academy of Sciences collection 
CS – Curaçao Sea Aquarium collection 
DB – Debrot, A.O. 2003.  
FB – www.fishbase.org estimates of unknown provenance 
FB – documented by collection data 
FM –Florida Museum of Natural History collection 
JM – collected by J. Van Tassell and M. Taylor, 2003 
JW – Williams, J.T.  Mounts, J.H. 2003 
LA – Los Angeles County Museum collection 
LV – Preliminary list of pelagic fish species occurring around Curaçao and Bonaire. 
Anonymous 
MZ – Metzelaar, J. 1919.  
NM – National Museum of Natural History collection 
PH – collected by P. Hoetjes 
ST – Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute – Panama collection – Deposited at the 
American Museum of Natural History; ST – new records 
TM – Munroe,T. 1998 
WN – Nagelkerken, W.P. 1981.  
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