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Getting Back to Normal 
Getting Ready for  
the Future
Last fall I was at Descanso for the opening night 
of Enchanted Forest of Light. (The event had been 
closed the previous year because of the pandemic.) 
As I stood in the Courtyard I could see that the 
families were back and the children were excited. I 
couldn’t wait for them to enter the garden where the 
tulips were dancing, and Tom Fruin’s art glimmered 
in the Rose Garden. Maybe we weren’t “back to 
normal” but we were getting there.

The accomplishments of 2021 were different than I expected them to be. After 
approving a Master Plan in 2020 we predicted that the future was one of nonstop 
projects and growth. While we are continuing down the path of making Descanso 
better than ever, last year we concentrated on getting back to normal and getting 
ready for the future.  

One bright spot was when construction began on the new Ruth Borun Nursery and 
Propagation Center. Located above the lake, the nursery will expand our nursery 
operations significantly, including plenty of space for plant propagation, materials 
storage, and educational opportunities. 

Along with Enchanted Forest of Light, we also saw the return of Carved. The Halloween 
celebration was completely rethought and was so much fun. We hope that many families 
will make this part of their fall traditions. The Sturt Haaga Gallery also reopened in 2021, 
when it hosted Castle Garden and Full Circle: A Return to the Land, which explored the 
cultures and people who lived and cultivated the land that is now Descanso Gardens.

The Education and Programs Department also got creative. With growing visitorship and 
membership they thought about programming that could be enjoyed by many visitors no 
matter when they came to the gardens. One of the highlights were the special moments 
created at Nature’s Tables that allowed young visitors to learn about pollinators. 

In 2021, Descanso continued to be a place to relax and reflect. Nature is important 
and we were happy to be a destination for families and friends to bond and explore. 
All of this is only possible with the support of our donors, members and visitors. I look 
forward to the coming years as we continue to grow and inspire. 

Juliann Rooke 
Executive Director
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Our Mission
Descanso Gardens is a unique 
Southern California landscape 
distinguished by its specialized 
botanic collections, historical 
significance, and rare natural 
beauty. Our mission is to practice 
exemplary stewardship of 
Descanso’s distinctive character 
and assets; offer people an 
experience close to nature; 
and cultivate understanding of 
the natural world and people’s 
place in it through inspiration, 
education and example.

Visit us online:

descansogardensLA

descansogardens

descansogardens

descansogardens.org

Share your photos online and  
see what other visitors are  
up to: #exploredescanso
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Staying Grounded but Moving Forward
At Descanso Gardens we are continually cultivating experiences in nature. Although 2021 saw 
us getting back to normal, we were not standing still. We welcomed more visitors than ever — 
more than 750,000 — as we continued to grow and expand our natural areas while providing 
interesting and fun programming. 

Laying the groundwork
The Ruth Borun Nursery and Propagation Center will 
give Descanso’s plants a place to grow. Located above 
the lake, the new nursery will include plenty of space 
for plant propagation, storage, and education. The 
nursery is possible because of a generous gift from 
the Anna and Harry Borun Foundation and is built in 
honor of Ruth Borun and her love of nature.

Embracing family  
in nature
Fall in California may not be as colorful as in other 
places, but it’s just as fun. Descanso has hosted many 
Halloween/fall events, but nothing like Carved. In 
2021, the gardens reimagined Carved and it was 
bigger and better than ever.  While some fan favorites 
like the pumpkin house and hay maze returned, there 
were new areas to discover including a Dia de los 
Muertos display, hundreds of jack-o-lanterns in the 
Camellia Forest, and a giant moon that rose over the 
Oak Grove. 

Seeing things in  
a different light
Enchanted Forest of Light celebrated its fifth year, 
after a year off. Along with favorites like Flower Power 
and the Lightwave Lake, there were new experiences. 
Artist Tom Fruin created a village of “stained glass” 
houses in the Rose Garden, and the popular spinning 
geometric works of HYBYCOZO, which have been 
in the Rose Garden in years past, moved to the Main 
Lawn. This display showcased new sculptures including 
a large 15-foot design that visitors could walk in. 

Old plants, new areas
The cycad collection expanded this year thanks to 
the generosity of Katia and Frederick Elsea, who have 
donated dozens of cycads from their private collection 
to Descanso and helped establish the Ancient Forest in 
2015. Cycads, date back to the Mesozoic Era and are 
often called “living fossils.’’ The cycads are displayed in 
groupings, mimicking their natural habitat in Australia, 
South Africa, and South America. The sunlight shining 
through the redwood canopy acts like a spotlight that 
emphasizes the amazing variation in texture and color 
of the garden.



4 5descansogardens.org

Rethinking our history
Wendy Cheng, Associate Professor of American Studies 
at Scripps College, researched the history of the Descano 
camellias and what she found made us reconsider how 
we talk about our collections. Descanso had long said 
that E. Manchester Boddy acquired the garden’s famed 
camellia collection from local Japanese growers before 
the families were sent to Internment Camps during 
World War II by paying “a fair price.” Cheng found that 
not only were the growers not given fair market value 
but that Boddy also acquired camellias that he renamed 
and credited to himself and his collection. In response, 
Descanso has pledged to continue learning about its 
history and begin to tell the true history of the camellias. 
Camellias developed by F.M. Uyematsu are now marked 
with red plant labels so the impact of his plants on the 
landscape is more visible. 

Welcome new friends
Inviting schools to visit is important for the garden’s 
mission. During the pandemic, the school visits 
were suspended. We knew school groups would 
have to transition back to traditional field trips, so 
the education department had to be creative. They 
welcomed back school programs with flexible and 
adaptable nature stations. Kids can visit each station 
and learn something from a docent stationed there. 
The stations have succeeded in providing educational 
opportunities for self-guided school field trips, and 
keeping volunteers engaged.

Helping Hands  
Return
Descanso was happy to welcome back its volunteers. 
They are essential to our work. The crew of over 150 
volunteers not only welcome and educate visitors, but 
spend countless hours working with the horticulture 
team. In all, the volunteers spent more than 7,500 
hours in the garden. 

The gallery reopens
After a year-long closure, the Sturt Haaga Gallery 
reopened with two shows that explored land use. 
Castle Garden used contemporary artwork, videos, 
and historic materials to explore how, over the 
centuries, plants and gardens have played a vital role 
in communicating our identity and culture. Full Circle: 
A Return to the Land looked at each of the new 
cultures that arrived in Southern California; Spanish, 
Mexican, and Anglo-American, and examined the 
effect they had on the existing land and/or culture. 
The interweaving of history, art, and ethnobotany 
from largely unheard perspectives fostered a deeper 
understanding of how Descanso Gardens and much 
of Southern California evolved from pre-European 
contact to the present time. 
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When Ruth Borun was a child she would go on walks with her mother. On these 
walks, they would often talk about the plants they saw and take snips of the ones 
they liked. Back at home, they would use the snips to propagate their own plants. 
They created a little plant nursery in their yard. 

Ruth’s love of plants and nature continues at the new nursery being built in her 
honor at Descanso Gardens. The Ruth Borun Nursery and Propagation Center is 
possible because of a generous gift from the Anna and Harry Borun Foundation. It 
will be a place not only where the horticulture staff will be able to grow and nurture 
plants for the garden, but where children and volunteers will be invited to learn.

“The nursery is exactly what she would have wanted,” said Dr. E. Raymond (Ray) 
Borun, Ruth’s husband. 

Through their generous donation the nursery operations, the backbone of the 
garden, will flourish and grow. Located above the lake the new facilities will 
more than triple from the current nursery from 7,000 square feet to 25,000. The 
greenhouse space will jump from 528 square feet to 6,000. And horticulture staff 
will be able to efficiently propagate the treasures of Descanso, and ensure their 
genetic heritage is preserved. This includes the Yoshimura camellia varieties, which 
are very rare, and the Lammert hybrid lilacs, bred and developed here at Descanso.

Ruth’s love of native flowers will also be part of the nursery. It will be a place where 
natives will be propagated and grown for the California Garden and Promenade 
including Matilija poppies, red-flowered currants, and the beautiful filigree flowers 
of St. Catherine’s lace.

We thank donors like the Borun family who help Descanso Gardens grow and thrive. 

2021 Board of Trustees
Ann Murphy, Chair
James Levin, Vice Chair
Jennifer Kuo Baxter, Secretary
Wendy Lees, Treasurer
Milene Apanian
Dimple Bhasin, M.D.
John D’Angona
Laura Furey
Lovell Holder
Katie King
Kay Linden
Ben Logan
Sandra Mays
Greg McLemore
Peggy Miller
Blythe Haaga Parker
Patsy Pinney 
Marie Queen 
Ned Russell
Brad Schwartz
Linda Segal 
Donald Voss
Clarissa Weirick
Juliann Rooke (Ex Officio Trustee)  
Executive Director, Descanso Gardens

Growing a legacy
A gift from the Anna and Harry Borun Foundation honors Ruth Borun and her love of nature.

Financials
For the 2021 audited financial report, please visit: descansogardens.org/about/governance

Leadership

Senior Management
Juliann Rooke 
Executive Director

David Stork 
Chief Operations Officer

Jenina Garret 
Chief Financial Officer

David Bare  
Director of Horticulture and Garden Operations

Cristeen Martinez 
Director of Membership and Guest Experience 
Sturt Haaga Gallery Manager

Somer Sherwood-White 
Director of Advancement

Emi Yoshimura 
Director of Education
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$500+

Suzie and Sean Abajian
Noemi Abasta-Vilaplana
Barbara Adams
In Ae
Ada Ahlroth
Monica Ahuero
David and Janine Ajalat
Dawn and Clyde Alandy
Marike Anderson and Edwin Aguilar Cruz
Patricia Anderson and Mark Treadwell
Joan Anderson
Katrina Andreen
Joshua Ankele
Toni-Maria Anschuetz
Shari Aoki
Hugo Arceo
Susan Armstrong
Lizette Arzola
Mara Aspinall
Abboud Assaf
Steve Aughinbaugh
Roger and Ruthann Aull
Jonathan Ayala
Howard and Rhoda Backer
Audrey Bahr
Kimberly Baldwin
Robert and Cari Banning
Janet Barker
Roxanne Bartlett
Brady Bateman
Lora Beatty
Anthony Bell
Marisa Bell
Michael and Yesenia Berbiar
Daniel Bernstein
Elizabeth and Holger Besch
Nora and Jason Bice
Sara Bigelow
Jessica Bina
Jennie Blackwood and Amy Peteri
Richard Blomquist and Kristen Schaal
Jonathan and Jeanette Blossom
James Blust
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund
Mark and Carole Boyles
Clayton Ross and Margi Braatz
Lourinda Bray
Karen and Steven Bristing
Timothy Broderick and Katherine Hupp
Brian Brooks
Megan Browne and Janice Schumacher
Chris Buck
Hazel Bunoan

Jennifer Bunt
Jason Bushman
Bruce and Lise Cacho-Negrete
Reynolds Cafferata
Daryl and Mario Cain-Sanchez
Sheila Callison and Matt Sneddon
Shelly and Chris Caluag
Virginia and F. E. Campbell
Ellen Carroll
Jason and Kari Carson
Kelly and Paul Chamberlain
Joyce Chang
James and Francine Chapman
Sareen Charkoudian
Tony Chavira
Jennifer and Jeffrey Ching
Glenda Christensen
Carol and Andrew Chung
Julia Ciardullo
Dona and Angie Clark
Melanie and James Clark
Michael Clark
J.Renée Cline
Catherine Coble and Rick Rohoman
Cassidy Cole
Robin Collins and Grace Robinson
Alan and Patricia Colville
Lauren Compton
Loraine and Jeff Cope
Mireya Corona
Alvaro and Anthony Cortes
Jeannette and Dominick Costabile
Amy Cote
Mark and Mary Cummings
Bryant and Judith Danner
Denise and Geoffrey Darwin
Doris Davey
Jackie Dawson
Karen De Gilio
Heather and Dirk de Roos
Larry and Linda DeBoer
Elysa and Stephen Del Guercio
Susan Delaney
Patrick Dennis
Wende and Robert DePietro
Gordon DesCombes
Laura DiMaggio
Rachel Dimond
Daniel and Julie DiMundo
Misty Dini
Ellen DiResta
Jim Donnelly
Alfred and Peggy Doumani
Marcos and April Duenez
Greg Eberhardt

Tess Elconin
Pamela Ellington
May Embalsado
Tina Erb
Ray and Christina Escamilla
Eli Ess
Dave Evans
Lauren Faust and Craig McCracken
Michael Fazioli-Yeh
Susan and Ron Ferdman
Hannah Fidell
John and Claribel Fisanotti
Cassandra Forgey
Andrea Forgy
Becky and R. Scott Foster
Tina Fowler
Gerald Friedman
Gina Frierman-Hunt and Paul Hunt
Nathan Funaro
Megan and Brian Gallagher
Silva Galstyan
Robert and Albina Garren
Rebecca Garrett
Jason Gee
Karen and David Gilbaugh
Marisa and Kelsey Glass
Nury Gomez
Matilde Gonzalez
Beth and Bruce Gordon
Nora Gordon
Britton and Adam Gordon
jane gordon
Edward and Roz Gorton
Ruth Gothold
Shirley and Earl Gottschalk
Jenelle and Dustin Graf
Ellen Grai
John Grant
Maria and Richard Grant
John and Sheri Gray
Daiva and David Grieze
Alanna and Matthew Grimaldi
Rena Grivakis
Kimberly Guanci
Elissa Gysi
Helen Ha
Dieu Ha and Greg Handler
James Ha
Marion Hack
Nancy and Michael Harahan
C. Hardt and Steve Barkan
Holly Hargis
Julie Haro
Veronica Hart
Laurie Hasencamp

Elaine Hattendorf
Nicole Hauptman
Grace and Kurt Hauser
Charles Hay
James Hayes
Juliane Hearst
Christy Hedges and Gary Gunton
Ewald and Hannelore Heer
Damon Hein
Edward Helms and Sarah Bastian
Katherine and David Hensley
Stephanie Hernstadt and Bjorn Kindem
James Higgins
Jennifer Hinman
Heather Holcomb
Stacey Holdredge
Anne Hormann
Peter Horn
Charles Howard
Stephanie Hronis
Yardenna Hurvitz
Alissa and Eric Hwang
Jennifer Ing
Elsie and Norman Inouye
Sevanna Isanians
Ronald and Patty Jackson
Elizabeth Jacobs
Debi and Bryan Jacobs
Betty Ann Jansson
Chunying Jin
Pamela and Philip Jobe
Lisa Johnson
Rosemary and Joseph Johnston
Kimberly Jones
Laura Kaplan and James Tucker
Narine Kashane
Sue and Jim Kaufman
Christine Kaul
Sharon and Michael Kelley
W Kelly
Deborah  Killian
Karen and Jae Kim
Dale King
David and Sharon Kirchheimer
Jackie Knowles
Cynthia and Joshua Koelewyn
Paula and Douglas Kopf
Valentina Korchagina and Alexey Sissoev
Abbie Korman
Lynn and Scott Kornmann
Kathryn Kotin
Kathleen Kovalcik and Michael Weinberger
Christina Kremer
Leann Kruse-Arcia and John Arcia
Elena and Alex Ksendzov
Lisa Kujolic
Kumar and Mangala Kulkarni
Alexander Kwit
Rhea Laird
Chi and Karen Lam
Sarah Landau
Annette and Michael Langer-Gould
Lee and Mako Lanselle
Charles and Elizabeth Lanski
Fred Lau

Stefanie Lau
Wendie and Frank Law
Dona Lawrie
Jennifer Lee
Mary Legallet
Melanie  Leippi
Kathryn and Rod Leonard
Kathy Levaton
Josh Levine
Rachel Levy
Annie Li
Kurt and Paulett Liewer
Joseph and Joanne Lightfoot
Cindy Lima
Annie Lin
Elaina Linetskiy
Timara Link
Ethan and Joanne Lipsig
Rachel Livingston
Chris Lofgren
Allison Lombardo
Laura Longo
Susan Lynch
Jennifer MacLean and Aaron Lee
Sheryl Madonna and David Vaughn
Mary Makhoul
Alice Noelle Mallari
Mark Mangoba
Sheryle Mann and Dan Finnegan
Ellen Mark
Trevia Marsh
Paul Martin
Amber Martinez
Valerie  Martinez
Edgar and Adriana Martinez
Mia Martinez and Robert Zuniga
Mary Lou Martinez-Matheu and Mario Matheu
Teresa Maurizi
John and Debbie Maust
Victor Mazzone
Kenneth McElvany
Elizabeth McFadzean
MK McGovern
Leonora and Vernon McGugan
Jessie and Rhett McLaughlin
Ryan and Shauna McManus
Monica McNeeley
Alma Meija
Jennifer Merkel and Paul Sarnsen
Olivia and Rowden Metzger
Felicia and Patrick Michell
Oscar Millan
Stephanie Miller and Robert Bjorklund
Michele Miller
Lisa and Andrew Milne
Tanya Mink and James Collier
Sherry Minkowski
Nicole Mirante-Matthews
Mary Mirch
Ann Mitchell
Michael Mitri
Eric Monacelli
Greta Moradian  and Edwin Avedian
Manuel Moreno
Grace Moss

Motion Picture & Television Fund
Katie Murphy
Marianne and Michael Murphy
Kathryn Murray
Valerie Najarian
Christian  Nelson
Elizabeth Nesbitt and Dimitris Klapsis
Vianh Nguyen
Katherine Nieva Stein
Serena Oh
Aileen Osato
Erin O’Sullivan
Brad Padgitt
Susan and Sergio Padilla
Carolyn Palmer
Joan and Jeffrey Palmer
Jack and Yolante Pan
Cheryl and Danny Park
Roland Pasion and Maria Sy-Pasion
Arpna Patel
Roger Patterson and Toni LeBel
Lisa Pearlman
Sandra Perez
Susan Phifer
Pearl Piatt and Glen Price
Ruth and Mark Pichaj
David Pierce and Jane Campbell
Dale and Karyn Pittman
RoseMarie Plasencia
Ernie and Bill Pollard
Anthony and Ellen Portantino
Joseph and Akiko Portillo
John Pratte and Myrna Valles
Robert and Virginia Praun
Jason Pritchett
Devon Quinn
James and Patricia Rabe
Aakash Ranavat
Denise and John Raytis
Lucretia Reed
Vanessa Reisen
David Rennels and Connie Grisham
Uriz and Robert Renwick
Enrique Reyes
Donald Riechel
Heather Rim
Velia Rivera
Ilene and Robert Rivera
Khalid Robinson
Rigoberto Rodriguez and Jacob Gipsman
Maricela Rodriguez-Gutierrez
Jennifer  Rohde
Barbara and Margot Rostand
Don and Jane Royer
Connie Rubke
Sandra and Craig Russell
Ann Russo
Helen Ryan
James Saake and Gabrielle Johnston
Sandra Saeger
Lena Salazar and Tim Ebner
Victoria Salkauskaite
Donna Sanchez and Kristen Owen
Trina Sandoval
Ana Santander

Thank you for your generous support
Annual giving in the form of memberships, donations, grants, sponsorships and other contributions 
has a direct impact on the work of Descanso Gardens. We are grateful for your support.
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Camille Schenkkan
Gregory and Elizabeth Schetina
Steven Schlegel
Marleen Schroder
Helen Schuster
Tony and Pamela Schwarz
Gerald and Donna Secundy
Mary Sedgwick
Manuel Semerdjian
Ashley Sewell and Brian Solomon
Linda Seyffert
Pamela Shackelford
Julie Sharbutt
Sunny Shin
Bill and Judi Shupper
Mario Silva and Nelly Del Aguila
Eveline Siracuse and Melissa Cash
Norma Smallbone
Nicole Smidt
Ruth and Michael Smith
Stephen Smith
Laura Smith
Julieanne Smolinski and AJ Daulerio
Anna Smyke
Giancarlo Stanton
Andrew and Amy Starbin
Paul and Kathleen Stein
James Steman and Liza Paguyo
Ryan Stephens
Frederick Stifter and Regina Tozar-Stifter
Jeanette Stirdivant
Lelas Stone and Penny Smith
Beth Stone and Chris Paine
Charlotte Stratton
Sandy Struth
Sara and Mark Svastics
Shilpa and Ravi Swamy
Robin Swanson and Jenna Greene
Kathleen and Toshio Takakuwa
David Takata
Jennifer Talluto
Arnold and Stephanie Tamayo
Helen Tang
Jennifer and Steven Taw
Garen Tegeleci
The Diggers Garden Club Pasadena
Reid Thomas
Jon and Bella Thomasson
John Thorpe
Anzhela and Movses Timiryan
Oscar and Monica Toscano
Jennifer and Craig Tyron
Paula and Adal Valencia
Steve and Judith Valerio
Amy and Eric Van Cronk
Scott Vaughan and Rene Amaral
Christine Veeh
Riza Ventura
Tracy Verastegui
Clayton and Gregor Verbinski
Olga Verkhoglyadova
Luminita Voinescu
Alina Vulic
Leslie and Nancy Waite
Dan and Esther Walgenbach
Marites Walton

Grace Wang
Megan Wang
Cindy Wang
Marie-Luise Ward
Tanya Ward Goodman
Edward Watson and Pam Warner
Laurie and Mark Weaver
Erin Wehrenberg
Adrienne  Wellman
Isabel Wells
Kathleen Wendt-Michel
Kimberlina Whettam
Joyce White
Mae Whitman
Theresa and Shawna Wilcox
Lianna Wilkerson
Suzie and Michael Wilkinson
Jennifer Wilkinson
Wendy Winter and John Maider
Richard and Amy Wohl
Edward Wolf and Helen Morran-Wolf
Alexis and Dal Wolf
Jennifer and Todd Wolpert
Gary and Evangeline Wong
Joanne Yee
June Yip
Margaret and Henry Yost
Tina Zipper and Robert Willcox

$1,000+

Julie Ann Acosta
Drew Adams
David and Brenda Anderson
Noel and Diane Applebaum
Liz Argue
Ayrshire Foundation
Allen Ayvazian and Carol Gibson
Guilford and Gwen Babcock
Dianne Barrett and Margaret Elfering
Olin and Ann Barrett
Geraldine Barton
Diane Wemple and William Baxa
Sue Beatty
Carol and Terry Becker
Theresa Beland
Benla Bennett
Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
Chris and Nicole Billig
Bob and Angela Blair
Elizabeth and James Bray
Anita Brenner and Len Torres
Jeff Brooks
Janice and Thomas Brown
Russell Brown
Judith and David Brown
Esthere Brutsch
J. David Brymesser
Maureen Burch and Morley Male
Roy Butler
Kathy Cairo
Kent and Laurie Candelora
Therese Carrabine
Debra Cederbaum
Elaine Chapin and Mike Fitzsimmons
Charities Aid Foundation

Esther Chicaferro and David Hall
Bill and Raissa Choi
Milene Chraghchian and Nazo Apanian
Roryann Clements
John Clisham and Lu Kondor
Darcy Coleman
Bonnie and Richard Cook
Crossroads Foundation
Sandra Cuneo
Edwina and David Dedlow
Jane and Patrick Delahanty
Carrie and Edwin Delisle
Stephanie and Leo Dencik
Leo and Stephanie Dencik
Brock and Michelle Dewey
Thomas and Maria Diaz
Gerard DiNardi
Disney Employee Matching Gifts
Bryan Doherty
Alexander Donner
John and Kay Downing
Cheyenne and Doug Dragomer
Mary Beth Eckenrod and Zulema Eckenrod
Lady and Ben Edwards
Barbara Eliades
Frederick and Katia Elsea
Patrick and Kathy Feely
Tessa Ferrer
Antony Field and Amber Dolle-Field
Nancy Foehner
Byron Foote
Richard Franco
Grant Frederick and Denise Hagan
Noelle Frontz
Linda Fuller
Lucie and Kerry Galvin
Garth Garrett and Patricia Jauchler
Allyson and Frederick Gartside
Ginger and Bruce Gelber
Gracella Gibbs and Gene Wilcott
Linda Gill and Stephen Gill
Robert and Kathy Gillespie
David Ginsberg and Yvonne Davis
Christine and Richard Goetz
Naomi Gonzalez
Eddy and Angelina Grigorian
Lindsey Haines
Craig Hamilton
Annette Hanks
Edith Happe
Harvey & Ellen Knell Foundation
Lawrence Hawley and Barbara Aran
Hope and Stephen Heaney
Mark and June Heaton
Grant Hester
Loren Hill
Marsha Hirano-Nakanishi
Tran Ho
Brian Hodge and Janet Blake
Fred and Judy Hoeptner
Van Hohman and Susan Goldsmith
HomeStreet Bank
Heidi Hood
Karen Howard
Betty Hsu
Narumi Inatsugu

Amy Jaffey
Mary and Joseph Jamora
Emily Jarvis-Hoag and Andrew Hoag
Patricia Jauchler and Garth Garrett
Jason Jaworski
Peter Jensen and Mary Ann McGovern
Edward and Susan Johnson
Ross and Ana Jones
Betty Jones
Melissa Jones
Jim and Stephanie Kambe
Alan Karbelnig
Kimberly  Kaspari
Mark Kaufman
Monique and Sean Kelly
Eunhee Kim
Craig and Theresa King
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Mark Kolokotrones
Bob and Rossane Kresser
George and Lallie Kunkel
Lisa Kurstin
Arlene Kushida
Amy and David Lamb
Dana and Kimberly Laurence
Hasung Lee
Jennifer Lehoang
Jesse Leu
Kay and David Linden
Linda Long
Mary and Jim Luck
Mary and James Luck
Carolyn Martin and Mark Pedowitz
Deborah Maxson
Tim Mc Quay and Julia Shaull
Nicholas and Toni McCreary
Lisa McGuinness and Jay Japlit
Wendi McLendon
Dave and Lindsay McMenamin
Chris and Sue McNatt
Men’s Garden Club of Los Angeles
Carolyn Metcalf
Richard Metzner
Tracy Miller
Robert Mills and Susan Arcidiacono
Lyron Milstein
Kathy Mitchell
Victoria and Alfred Mordecai
Jirier Moussally
Muriel and George Newell
Frank O’Dea
Young and Hae Oh
Laura and William Olhasso
Christopher and Virginia Orndorff
Carol Pettegrew-Standel and Dale Standel
Laurie Poindexter
Ken Polanco
Chris and Katie Poole
Carlos Portillo
Martha and Alan Progulske
Pamela Rappel
John Robinson
Peter Robinson and Buffy Shutt
Jody Rogers
Nemesis Ruiz
Carin and Andrew Salter

Reid and Joyce Samuelson
Shadi and Jennifer Sanbar
Nicole Schaeffer
Susan Scott
Lake and Allison Setzler
Shabana and Anand Shah
Jessica and Alec Sherrie
Ian Sitler
James and Jieun Son
Bill and Carol Stafford
Sarina and Christopher Stogel
Gregory Stuck
Yassaman Tarazkar
Tammy Taylor
The Pasadena Garden Club
Brian and Shari Thomas
Keith and Tracy Tobias
Teresa Todaro and Dennis Bruce
Scott and Mary Tracy
Katherine Treadwell
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Tsutayo Ichioka & Satsuki Nakao Charitable Foundation
Betsey Tyler
Antonius and Andrea Van Egmond
Kalinda Vazquez
Mary Villar
Chris and Lena Waldheim
Terry and Woody Walker
Daniel and Janice Wallace
Adele and Gerard Walsh
James and Mitzi Walters
Clarissa and Bradford Weirick
Jerry and Cynthia White
Karen and Robert Wicke
Priscilla and Jack Wickersham
Lawrence and Julia Witter
Mike and Alice Zrodlo
Octavio Zuniga

$5,000+

Amgen Foundation
Anonymous
Richard and Erin Atwater
Jeffrey Bruce
Kim and Ginger Caldwell
California Community Foundation
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Capital Group
Tina Cervin
Eugene & Marilyn Stein Family Foundation
Ever Loved, Inc.
Doug and Claudia Forbes
Nellie Graham
Lovell Holder
Tracy and Debra Jeandron
John Newell Wade Foundation
Katie King and Torrey Sun
Michele Lando
Karri Lea
Richard and Mary Mader
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Rick Neumann
Gaelle and Joel Ott-Ibsen
William and Patricia Pinney
Povac Investments, Inc.

Kimberly Raisani
Juliann and Andy Rooke
Ruth-Ann Rohman Trust
Fred and Lori Schneider
Lou Scolnik
Timothy and Martina Smith
Karen and Nicholas Taylor
Katherine Von Gremp
Jill and Eric Weinlein

$10,000+

Thomas Black and Tanya Haden
Cindy Chu
Insuk Copprell
Dona and Gordon Crawford
Madeline Cripe
Blythe Haaga Parker and Tyler Parker
Gary Hall and Sandy Hall
Gunilla and Rolf Hastrup
Ruth and Jeremy Jones
Jennifer Kuo and Thomas Baxter
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle
James Levin and Sarah Mac Dowall
Lucia and Ben Logan
MacTon Foundation
Stephanie and Greg McLemore
Nathan Morrison
James Oldenburg
Gary and Vicki Olson
Pasadena Community Foundation
Marie and John Queen
Susan Redpath
Bradley and Vicki Schwartz
Linda and Peter Segal
Joachim Splichal
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Lauren Gaither Bryant Trust
The Son Family Foundation

$25,000+

Heather Sturt Haaga and Paul G. Haaga, Jr.
Peggy Miller
Ann and Peter Murphy
Sarah and Edward Rodriguez
Marie Song
Lynn and Donald Voss

$50,000+

John D’Angona

$75,000+

Margaret Leong and Michael Checca

$150,000+

The Anna and Harry Borun Foundation
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
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Circle Associates | $1,000
Betsy and Andy Ackerman
Julie Ann Acosta
Anonymous
Richard and Erin Atwater
Guilford and Gwen Babcock
Dianne Barrett and Margaret Elfering
Ann Barrett
Diane Wemple and William Baxa
Sue Beatty
Carol and Terry Becker
Theresa Beland
Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
Adrienne Bolger
Elizabeth and James Bray
J. David Brymesser
Maureen Burch and Morley Male
Michael and Tania Cahill
Bill and Raissa Choi
Milene Chraghchian and Nazo Apanian
John Clisham and Lu Kondor
Darcy Coleman
Richard and Bonnie Cook
Karin Covey
Edwina and David Dedlow
Jane and Patrick Delahanty
Leo and Stephanie Dencik
Brock and Michelle Dewey
Diana Dibble
Gerard DiNardi
Bryan Doherty
Ben and Lady Edwards
Barbara Eliades
Tessa Ferrer
Grant Frederick and Denise Hagan
Laura and Mark Furey
Georgina Garcia and Juan Maldonado
Allyson and Frederick Gartside
Gracella Gibbs and Gene Wilcott
Christine and Richard Goetz
Gunilla and Rolf Hastrup
Lawrence Hawley and Barbara Aran
Loren Hill
Richard and Tracy Hirrel
Van Hohman and Susan Goldsmith
Narumi Inatsugu
Edward and Susan Johnson
Melissa Jones
Jim and Stephanie Kambe
Monique and Sean Kelly
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Mark Kolokotrones
Jane and Douglas Krech
George and Lallie Kunkel
Lisa Kurstin
David and Amy Lamb

Jennifer Lee
Carol Liu and Michael Peevey
Julie and Lance Markowitz
Carolyn Martin and Mark Pedowitz
Nicholas and Toni McCreary
David and Carolyn McLendon
Carolyn Metcalf
Richard Metzner
Peggy Miller
Robert Mills and Susan Arcidiacono
Christine Mitchell
Jirier Moussally
Dana and Edward Newman
Frank O’Dea
William and Laura Olhasso
Gary and Vicki Olson
Christopher and Virginia Orndorff
William Pinney and Patricia Pinney
Katie and Chris Poole
Frances and Charles Porter
Marie and John Queen
Pamela Rappel
Gabriel Rodriguez
Gillian Rodriguez
Juliann and Andy Rooke
Reid and Joyce Samuelson
Shadi and Jennifer Sanbar
Joan Saperstein
Brad and Victoria Schwartz
Linda and Peter Segal
Shabana and Anand Shah
Jessica and Alec Sherrie
Somer Sherwood-White and Jeff White
Andrew and Katie Shipsides
Diana Singleton
Georgene Smith
Marie Song
Doug and Cameron Spitznagel
Bill and Carol Stafford
James Steman and Liza Paguyo
Gregory Stuck
Amber Thomas
Brian and Shari Thomas
Mark Tinoco
Tracy and Keith Tobias
Len Torres and Anita Brenner
Jae Townsend
Scott and Mary Tracy
Hope Tschopik Schneider
Betsey Tyler
Mary Villar
Lynn and Donald Voss
Chris and Lena Waldheim
Woody and Terry Walker
Daniel and Janice Wallace
Adele and Gerard Walsh
James and Mitzi Walters

Eric and Jill Weinlein
Clarissa and Bradford Weirick
Karen and Robert Wicke
Mike and Alice Zrodlo

Curator’s Circle | $2,000
David and Judith Brown
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Therese Carrabine
Patrick and Kathy Feely
Nancy Foehner
Nellie Graham
Lindsey Haines
Lovell Holder
Karen Howard
Jeff and Ivy Keltner
Katie King and Torrey Sun
David and Kay Linden
Richard and Mary Mader
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Donna Melby
Karen Muller and Joshua Mancell
Kimberly Raisani
Carin and Andrew Salter
Timothy and Martina Smith
Eugene and Marilyn Stein

Director’s Circle | $5,000
Thomas Black and Tanya Haden
Kim and Ginger Caldwell
Georgianna Erskine
Doug and Claudia Forbes
Stephen and Liz Gleason
Blythe Haaga Parker and Tyler Parker
Gary Hall and Sandy Hall
Ruth and Jeremy Jones
Jennifer Kuo and Thomas Baxter
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle
Lucia and Ben Logan
Sarah Mac Dowall and James Levin
Greg and Stephanie McLemore
Rick Neumann
Susan Redpath
Ned and Shirley Russell
James and Jieun Son
William and Noel Wade

Descanso Circle | $10,000
John D’Angona
Peter and Ann Murphy

Benefactor’s Circle | $25,000
Margaret F. Leong and Michael Checca
Heather Sturt Haaga and Paul Haaga

Center Circle Associates
Center Circle Associates is Descanso’s philanthropic membership group. Members at this level 
have invested in the mission of Descanso Gardens and are invited to special talks, tours and 
events to help deepen their connection to Descanso and our work.

Enchanted Forest of Light Sponsors

Anonymous
Adept
Erin and Richard Atwater
Sue Beatty
Dimple Bhasin and Ben Pradhan
California School of the Arts – San Gabriel Valley
Cardinal Rule Wines
Frank and Margaret Campbell
Dona and Gordon Crawford
The Cripe Family
John D’Angona
Stephanie and Leo Dencik
The Flashdance
Blythe Haaga Parker and Tyler Parker
Gary and Sandy Hall
Lovell Holder
Homestreet Bank
Humphrey Morrison Family
KCRW
Kimberly Kaspari
Mark Kaufman
Katie King and Torrey Sun
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Douglas and Jane Krech
Jennifer Kuo and Thomas Baxter
Amy and David Lamb
Dana and Kimberly Laurence
Wendy Lees and Tom Boyle

Margaret F. Leong and Michael Checca
Jesse Leu
James Levin and Sarah Mac Dowall
David and Kay Linden
Lucia and Ben Logan
Richard and Mary Mader
Sandra Mays and John Marshall
Stephanie and Greg McLemore
Peggy Miller
Ann and Peter Murphy
Gary and Vicki Olson
William and Patsy Pinney
Laurie Poindexter
Marie and John Queen
Juliann and Andy Rooke
Brad and Vicki Schwartz
Scolnik and Kopchak Families
Linda and Peter Segal
Jessica and Lisa Son
Marie H. Song
Gregory Stuck
Heather Sturt Haaga and Paul G. Haaga, Jr.
The Tarazkar Family
Karen and Nick Taylor
Katherine Von Gremp
Lynn and Donald Voss
Terry and Woody Walker

Tribute Bench and Chair Sponsors

Patricia Benoit and Greg Hickey
Tina Cervin
Cindy and Eugene Chu
Insuk Copprell
Gaelle and Joel Ott-Ibsen
Tracy and Debra Jeandron
Michele Lando
Karri Lea
Jay Lichtman and Jo Ann Consolo
James Oldenburg
Sarah and Edward Rodriguez
Lynn and Donald Voss
Eric and Jill Weinlein
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