
Heuchera grossulariifolia Rydb. var. tenuifolia 
(Wheelock) C.L. Hitchc.

large gooseberry-leaved alumroot
Saxifragaceae - saxifrage family

status: State Sensitive
rank: G4T3T4 / S3

General Description: Herbaceous  perennial from a thick, branched 
caudex; flowering s tems leafless , 1 .5-8  dm tall, glandular-hairy 
throughout, but sometimes  lacking glands  or hairless  near the base. 
Leaves  all basal, hairless  to glandular-hairy. Blades  heart-shaped to 
kidney-shaped, usually broader than long, (2 .5) 3-7  cm broad, (3) 5-7  
lobed; lobes  sometimes  overlapping, each with 2-3  coarse, rounded 
teeth, the margins  usually c iliate or tipped with short, sharp points .
 
Floral Characteristics: Inflorescence 1-6  cm long, tightly conges ted 
when flowering; in fruit usually open and 5-12 (20) cm long, the 
branches  ascending, up to 1 .5  (8) cm long, with 2-6  flowers . C alyx 
5-6 .5  mm long when flowering, tubular to bell-shaped, one s ide longer 
than the other; lobes  5 , oblong to oval, erec t. P etals  5 , white, usually 
shorter than the sepals , the blade oblanceolate to spatula-shaped. 
Stamens  usually 5 , shorter than the calyx lobes  and oppos ite them, not 
over 1 .5  mm long. O vary about 3/4  inferior when flowering. Flowers  May 
through early A ugus t.
 
Fruits: C apsules  4 .5-7  mm long. Seeds  0 .6-0 .8  mm long, dark brown, 
ovoid-ellipsoid, with short conical spines .
 
Identif ication Tips: H. grossulariifolia var. tenuifolia appears  to intergrade 
with H. grossulariifolia var. grossulariifolia. V ariety tenuifolia is  generally 
larger than var. grossulariifolia in all aspec ts , exc ept the petals . Heuchera 
cylindrica has  a longer calyx when flowering (4 .5-8  mm); petals  fewer 
than 5 , mostly linear; s tamens  generally over 1 .5  mm long; and leaves  
longer than broad.
 
Range: C olumbia River Gorge in WA  and adjacent O R, and ID.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Mois t basalt c liffs  and s teep s lopes , often along 
intermittent or perennial s tream channels . M ic ros ites  generally receive 
a fair amount of sunlight. In WA  the taxon occurs  in the trans ition zone 
between the wes tern and eas tern C ascades . E levations  in WA : 30-580 
m (100-1900 ft). A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude Douglas  maple (Acer 
glabrum var. douglas ii), ponderosa pine (Pinus  ponderosa), O regon white 
oak (Quercus  garryana), Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menzies ii), wood 
saxifrage (Saxifraga mertens iana), pens temon (Pens temon spp.), sedum 
(Sedum spp.), and biscuitroot (Lomatium spp.).
 
Comments: This  taxon is  also rare in O R.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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