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Flesh-footed 
shearwater

P. Griffin, birdsnzonline.org.nz

• Threatened - nationally vulnerable
• Breed on islands in northern New 

Zealand and Cook Strait
• Threats are primarily at sea
• Breed from September to May
• Total NZ population is estimated to be 

between 10,000-15,000 pairs in 2012



Previously 
Surveyed 
Islands

› Atiu Middle: estimated at 3,000 pairs in 2003; 
survey in 2017 estimated 5,800 pairs

› Ohinau: estimated at 2,100 pairs in 2014; survey 
in 2017 estimated 4,000 pairs
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Korapuki
Island

• 2 adults in 1974
• 10 occupied burrows in 2003



Korapuki
Island

• Listening from 2130-midnight
• Listening from 0330-0500hrs
• 4 nights, 2 dawns
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Kawhitu
Stanley Island

• None in 1965
• 1 occupied burrow in 1998 and 2003
• Listening from 0330-0600hrs
• 3 dawns



Kawhitu
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Estimate of 50-100 pairs
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Moturehu
Double Island

• 10 occupied burrows between 1988-90
• Listening from 2130-2330hrs
• Listening from 0330-0500hrs
• 4 nights, 2 dawns
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Whakau Red 
Mercury Island

• noted as breeding with no figures for 1930s, 
0 occupied burrows in 1990

• Listening from 2100-midnight
• Listening from 0330-0600hrs
• 6 nights, 5 dawns 
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